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'In Loco Parentis. Response to a lack of privacy and lack of social
responsibility has finally begun to foment activity at Allegheny. Abolition
of women s permissions and an extension of dorm dating (oops--open
houses; or is it inter- dormitory visitation??) has jarred some students,
some groups into concerned action. However, more than a concern for
the liberalization of social policies characterizes Allegheny s newdispo-

| sition.
From Columbia to Wisconsin to San Francisco State, campuses rumble

I with stirrings of the lack of relevance of education today, the need for a
student voice in decision-making, the necessity for -modernization' in
relation to the contemporary world, and the development of a more

I realistic, less monastic philosophy of education.
In many cases, the rumbles have been physical; in contrast, Allegheny

I rumbles are like thunder in the distance. Enough have not heard them.
I They have been passed off as perhaps impotent compared to storms
[raging elsewhere.

But somewhat assured rationality has formed the basis of student
proposals for change here. Frustrating as-channels maybe, Allegheny
can continue to grow and to evolve a new definition of the liberal arts
college without violent upheavals. IF students will accept the challenge
that confronts them.

A lot has been said of the so-called 'generation gap' of late. A gap
implies a big bridge-building job, a bridge that perhaps can never be
constructed. Today the gap also implies a suppression of 'student
power.

What danger in such a pat, all-encompassing explanation. Last week,
a number of students had their pre-conceptions put to the test. At an
AAUP Faculty-Student dialogue, the handful of students present began to
realize the common stake faculty and students have in the College. At a
dinner meeting with both trustees and faculty, those present saw the
bricks of the over-thirty-five-walls gradually taken down in a free and
open discussion.

Throughout the country and it Allegheny, students have decided to
measure what they are up against, then tear it down. Surprisingly, this
isolated community has the possible potential of following a new course,
of tapping invaluable resources for change.

At a college editor-s conference in Washington, D.C. recently, political
scientist Karl Deutsch stated, At its best, a university is a partnership
in discovery. A partnership can not exist when a gap exists, nor does
it signify complete rapport and agreement.

In this case, a partnership recognizes the common goals of students
and faculty in an educational institution. Basically, faculty want students
stimulated by the idea of learning; and students look to the faculty and
institution to encourage this stimulation.

Many student demands and faculty commitments may seem unrelated.
But only on the surface; so little attempt has been made to explain, to
explore, to relate to each other.

"Neither the premise of bridging a gap or working against unyielding
!;. . resistance should be applied in developing new policies or programs.

In order to accomplish or initiate students must RELATE to faculty,
trustees, or whatever.

» Much can be achieved in terms of common interest, in terms of
» cooperating, coordinating, and constructing change on the basis of

mutual, concern, involvement, and improvement.

Therefore, returning the opportunity the Allegheny Association of
University Professors offered students last week, the CAMPUS will
sponsor a Student- Faculty Dialogue next Monday, March 3, at 9 p.m.
in Brooks Alumni Lounge, with members of AAUP and any interested
students. Only a few students attended the last dialogue in which pro-
fessors queried and explored the student mind. Roles will be reversed
at next week s meeting however; faculty may be asked where THEY
think Allegheny is going—and how THEY think change can be initiated.

The potential partnership has limitless possibilities. Commit yourself.
Next Monday at nine. 3RIM



IN LOCO PARENTIS: in the
place of a parent. As in the case
of many controversial terms, this
phrase means many things to dif-
ferent people. Perhaps as a con-
sequence of this looseness, people
tend to difine it in terms of speci-
fic issues. At least this is the
result I got as I attempted to
learn what the term meant to
members of the college adminis-
tration, faculty, and student body.

To Presidnet Pelletier, the
phrase IN LOCO PARENTIS is
no longer applicable to college
regulations: the concept has been,
since the early twentieth century,
'largely eroded. There are rem-
nants of it around, but I just
don t think it is valid. I think
quite often students resort to the
doctrine when it is convenient •
The college rules are not to serve
as parental regulations, but rather
as rules -necessary when people
are living in a collective com-

IN PLACE OF PARENTS
by Jim Cowden

munity. The point is that within
this particular environment of
what the college permits, the col-
lege is really saying to you (the
students) -its your decision . . .
I can t make you moral.-

Dean Ragan also feels that
'there has to be some sort of
general regulations for the whole
community . . . what we have to
do as a college is say; -there
are minimum expected standards
as developed by the whole college
community and individual living
groups can go from there in es-
tablishing their own rules. An
area in which the college is forced
by student demands .lato a parental

role is that involving relations with
local police* A student feels the
college is bound to help him out
of trouble. As Dean Ragan has
pointed our, 'its a real nebulous
area.

Dr. Paul Zolbrod believes that
"the college doesn t understand
its own feelings about the whole
thing. It is really hard pressed
to find a rationale for objecting
to something it is not accustomod
to. But the major problem, he
feels, lies with the students and
their parents. 'In insisting on
IN LOCO PARENTIS on the part
of the college, the adult commu-
nity is asking us to do with their
children what they themselves have

failed to do, have been too busy
to do, or don t have the courage
to doo . . . to provide the kind
of exemplary behavior that they
have failed to provide. Further-
more, "in asking for open dorms
the students are attempting to get
the college to provide a substi-
tute for what they have failed
to provide for themselves . . .
why don-t students let one another
PARENTS
CONT. PAGE 7



Does Allegheny Achieve its Goals? by Steve Baker
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ACADEMIC FREEDOM,
At long last Allegheny has es-

caped the mass education syn-
drome and charted a new course
for involvement in education.

It has at the same time, re-
treated into a traditionalism that
seeks to preserve and protect
the moral integrity of all insecure
persons, and has hidden the basic
issues of significance not behind
questions of academic freedom but
of personal rules and regulations.

The question 'WHERE IS
ALLEGHENY GOING? is the topic

of discussion, in light of present
academic revisions and social
regulations that have failed to
yield relevancy.

Two innovations have arisen
over the past term in regards
to changes in academic policies.
The first, as most students should
be aware, is the ICE program,
a new course of study designed
to allow students the greatest pos-
sible flexibility in determining
what constitutes a meaningful edu-
cational experience to them. It
is important to note that this pro-
gram s success is determined
solely on the student s ability to
initiate a creative plan of study

along any line so desired. The
proposal, if well organized and
logical, has only to be reviewed
by the committee for possible
recommendations and credit allot-
ment. Again, the program is based
on initiative and creativity; that
is to say, virtually no idea can
be too imaginative.

The other academic revision
concerns the ASG Academic pro-
posal recently submitted to the
Instruction Committee. The cur-
rent Pass-Fail program received
generally favorable reaction from
faculty and students, with the re -
commondations that such a pro-
gram be extended further. Through
diligent work, such a plan has been

devised and it is as follows. It
has been proposed that all stu-
dents, except first term freshmen,
would be eligible to take one Pass-

Fail course per term and that
such a course would count toward
senior graduation. The signifi-
cance of this is not merely the
present proposal. It concerns how-
ever, the possibility that the next
logical step is the elimination of
the grading system and substitu-
ting for it, an assignment of rating
along the lines of honors, satis-
factory for majors, satisfactory

\

SOCIAL RESTRAINTS
by Bill Francis

for distribution, and unsatisfac-
tory. The present proposal could
indeed lead to such a monam?nf;al
revision as this.

Another startling fact remains
however. In describing the new
RESTRAINTS
CONT. PAGE 7



PARENTS, CONT.
FROM PAGE 3
take the kind of social initiative
that young people must have? Why
do you have to adhere to unspoken
rules of formal conduct? You ought
to demand of yourselves a sup-
plementary openness; the kind that
would make girls feels that they
didn t have to hide if they had
no date on a Saturday night; the
kind that wouldn-t demand a slavish
adherence to mannered behavior;
the kind that would break down
the obsolete formality of the Greek
system.

Students tend to view the sym-
bols of college authority as a real
attempt to substitute for parents:
the strict permissions, the re-
fusal of open rooms, etc. Many
are indignant. Glenn Davis, a soph-
omore, calls the rules *»unfair,
and immoral. I m twenty years
old and want to be in a place
where I can do as I want. This
is supposedly a community in
which you learn to be a person.. .
for the size of this school, this
is a very cold place. Although
acknowledging that a large part
of the responsibility for this en-
vironment falls on the students
themselves, Davis feels that
'since academics are hard and
time-consuming, why not make
things a little easier?-

RESTRAINTS, CONT.
FROM PAGE 6
'academic freedom , one has only
to examine the present social re-
strictions still imposed on students
with the excuse that it is for the
preservation of good mental
health. To purport academic free-
dom without social responsibility
is ludicrous, and indeed, hypo-
critical. To say the new intellec-
tual atmosphere that is opening
up is inconsistent with the out-
dated social standards is of no
avail.

What lies at fault is not the
academic or social policies, but,
in fact, our failure to articulate
what is meant by the 'revelant
education . Courses as living
experiences are referred to as
being relevant or irrelevant, yet
they are neither, for the intel-
lectual life itself is a degree of
relevancy. It is then our defini-
tion of -meaningful experience-
that which leads to self-discovery
and intimate involvement with
ideas, that lies at the source

of misunderstanding. Students
must re-evaluate the means by
which they continually seek to find
genuine self-discovery, within the
system that exists for the pur-
pose of idealistically confronting
the individual with life-like pro-
blems and situations.

Sooner or later it will be
realized that classroom ethics

CANNOT be divorced from ethics
of any other situation, and thai?
indeed, the very concepts and ma.i-
ners which are practiced within
the classroom must be applicable
anywhere or they remain totally
worthless^ And it is not incorrect
to say that Allegheny adminis-
trators have failed to recognize
that the fully developed, mature
individual is one that not mnrely
exercises intellectual capability
and responsibility in an unre-
stricted atmosphere, but is the in-
dividual thai is free to exercise
social responsibility within Jthat
same atmosphere.
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