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Miss Ida U. Tarbell,
120 East 19th Street,
New York, H. T.

Dear Miss Tarbell:

I trust you will remember me, from Washington* You may
recall our talks about the coal industry and the paper I prepared
on coal that you were good enough.to read. Since last February,
I have been associated with the Chamber of Commerce of Pittsburgh
as Secretary of the Department of Research and Statistics.

It occurred to some of us, who were lunching together
the other day, that an opportunity exists for someone to write a
most interesting and informative magazine article around the
business career of Colonel Joseph M. Quffey; and I decided to
bring the suggestion to your attention.

Your studies into the history of the Standard Oil Company
may have brought you in touch with Colonel Guffey's activities
in the early days of the oil industry. He sold to the Standard
many of its present large producing fields. He was an oil pro-
ducer in the days when the Standard was a refining and trans-
porting organization. He is living in retirement here in Pittsburgh
- he is a very old man; in the eighties, I believe - and if you
were interested in interviewing him, it could be arranged through
his nephew, Joseph 7, Quffey, former President of the Philadelphia
Company of Pennsylvania.

The information and data that could be gathered in an
interview with Colonel Quffey is exactly of the kind that you would
be interested in, and would furnish an opportunity for you to write
something that would be a distinct contribution to the history of
one of our great and most colorful industries. . -

If there is any possibility of your being in the vicinity
of Pittsburgh, I believe it would be well worth while for you to look
into the possibilities of this suggestion. If you should care to do
so, I will be very glad to bring you in contact with Colonel Quffey'•
family. v ' ""••' '•••'/.:..: |

With kindest personal regards, believe me,

Sincerely your** *;

Jnimtottonsl Art l-jdjtirtttira, (Earttrgi* l i t


