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March 16, 1932

Miss Ida Minerva Tarbell,
New York, N. Y.

My dear Miss Tarbell:

I am becoming more and more concerned about the present
political situation. So far as I am able to judge, not one Republican
voter in ten wants President Hoover renominated and hardly anyone
believes he can be reeleoted. The opposition to him comes from people
in every walk of life and from every part of the oountry. He has
failed and the people know it.

There are only two arguments for renominating Hoover. One
is the unfortunate tradition that a President must be given a chance
at a second term without regard to his failure in his first term and
even though nobody wants him. The other is the selfish desire of a
few over-rich men to protect and increase their enormous wealth. They
would send the Party to oertain defeat rather than lose their oontrol
over the Party machinery. Neither of these reasons appeals to me.

If Hoover is renomlnated nobody believes his reelection Is
likely or even possible unless the Democratic Party falls down flat.
If Hoover is renominated the only hope that the next Administration
will be Republican rests on the Democrats. And this hope is a slim
one. If Hoover goes down thousands of Republican candidates and
officeholders will go down and out with him.

I have had experience in politics. I followed Theodore
Roosevelt in 1912 and served as Progressive County Chairman, State
Chairman and member of the Progressive National Committee and National
Executive Committee. I was a member of the Hughes Campaign Committee
in 1916. In 1920 I was a delegate-at-large to the Republican National
Convention. I managed Hiram W. Johnson's Presidential primary fight

& in Illinois in 1924.
CD

I can see no reason why the Republican Party should de-
liberately run into a smashing defeat merely to satisfy one man's
ambition. The Republican voters do not want Hoover. Then why should
they be forced to take him and lose the election?A

The Republican voters do want victory. Tbeywant good times.
They want help not only for business but also for men and women un-
employed, and they would like to get it under the banner of the Repub-
lican Party.

The Republican Party is just as sure to win this year with
the right candidate as it is sure to lose with the wrong candidate. I
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can see no sense in butting our heads against a stone wall by renom-
inating Hoover against the almost unanimous wish of the rank and file
of the Republican Party.

Why not replace a man who Is certain to lose by a man who
is certain to win? In my judgment Gifford Pinohot as the nominee of
the Republican Party would carry the next Presidential eleotion Juet
as surely as Hoover would lose it. Plnchot has twice been elected
Governor of Pennsylvania against the opposition of the very men who
now propose to sacrifice the Republican Party to their own speoial
interests. He is particularly strong with labor and the farmers, and
with all who stand for the many against the few. He has many friends
in the South and West, as well as in the East, and he is a seasoned
and successful campaigner.

Either the Republican Party is a self-governing party In a
self-governing nation or it is not. If it is not, if a little handful
are to be allowed, without a protest, to force their own policies and
their own selection upon the overwhelming majority of Republicans,
then we are in for a crushing defeat.

But if the overwhelming majority of the Republican Party have
a right to speak their minds about the nominee and the policies of the
Party, then is there any reason why they should not compel the dele-
gates they send to the National Convention to nominate a man of their
choice, standing on a platform which puts the interests of the people
ahead of the interests of concentrated wealth?

If you agree with me I suggest that you get in touch with
your friends of like mind and serve notice on the leaders of the Party
and the delegates to the National Convention that you will stand for
no betrayal of Party interests. If you are unwilling that Republican
viotory should be sacrificed either for outworn tradition or personal
desire for power, then let leaders and delegates know that you will
hold them strictly to account if they do not nominate a man with a
real chance to win.

Personally, I believe Pinchot offers the best chance for
Republican victory next fail. I know that his stand on the great
questions before the country appeals to the average man and woman
throughout the Nation. Why should the Republican Party accept defeat
with Hoover when it can win with Pinohot?

Very truly yours,
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