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DENVER, COLO.

BEN B. LINDSEY. JUDOI

March 30, 1909.

My dear Miss. Tarbell:

I should say that your understanding, as stated in your
letter of March 25th, is substantially correct. I do not
wish to be understood as underestimating what, in my judg-
ment, is the importance of woman's suffrage. However, I
believe that when the women of this country once thoroughly
understand the real issues - that these issues are not be-
tween the parties but between the great special interests
and privileged wealth of the country, fighting for special
privileges and against the people resisting their encroach-
ments - the women will be cu icker to line up on the right
side than the men. For instance, in my campaign, it was the
moral issue, the fight for the child, that attracted the
women. I do not think they thoroughly understood that the
principal fight I had made or helped to make here was against
the special privilege thieves, whose debauchery of politics
is corrupting the home, denying justice to the citizen and
bringing thousands of children to the court. I think it is
very likely that I should have been defeated had I been
confined to that issue only; not that the women would not
just as quickly have voted for me upon that issue, "but that
they did not understand it. In other v/ords, the fight" that
1 had to make against special privilege was helped by the
moral issue growing out of the work I had done for the child-
ren that attracted the women, who were responsible, in my
judgment for my election. Although there is this to be said
when it comes down to the actual facts.

I received 32,000 votes on the official count, as ag-
ainst about 18,000 for one of the old party candidates, and
about 14,000 for the other.

By a political trick, just above my name on the of-
ficial ballot there appeared this statement: "For County
Judge Short Tern to Succeed Ben 3. Lindsey." We had sent
out thousands of circulars to put an X after my name where
it appeared in the fourth column on the official ballot. In
the same column, but below the above designation, but in
much smaller type my name appeared as an independent candi-
date for Juvenile Judge. The result of the confusion created
by the above arrangement of the ballot was that between six
and eight thousand voters put an X mark after my name where
it first appeared in connection with the Courrty_ judgeshlp
which "position 1 had resigned the year be'fore to accept the
new Juvenile Court created by the legislature.

Of course all of those votes were thrown out by the
machine judges, though the intention of the voter was clearljr
to vote for me for Juvenile Judge, since I was not the
candidate for County Judge, and not being a candidate for
County Judge, the votes were meant for me.

^ The "straight ticket" system of voting in this state ,,
was planned cunningly and deliberately by the machine
politicians to enable them to control the great body of the
electorate who generally vote for party names regardless of
the candidates. Of course the bosses put the candidates



JUDGI » CHtmiM

DENVER, COLO.

^2 . BEN B. LINDSEY. Juoai

Miss I.M.T.—2
»—i

under the names of the parties and thus catch the support
of this ô J/ss of voters who constitute the great majority
of the voters in both parties.

jj The point I wish to make is that counting the votes
that were thus intended for me, "but given to my opponents
because of the confusion and trickery referred to, I would
have had about 40,000 votes out of about 62,000 cast. In
other words nearly two-thirds o^ the total number of voters
at the election in November, 1908 actually cast their "ballots
for me according to the actual returns and the well authenti-
cated facts herein stated.

There is therefore no question in my mind but that I
had a majority of the actual male votes cast, as well as a
majority of the female votes.

Most of my campaigning v/as done among the laboring
people in the shops and the factories, and I was given ad-
mission to all the trades unions, where I think with two
exceptions, out of some twenty or more unions that I ad-
dressed in secret council, there were no women present at
all.

You will understand that what I am saying is not to
minimize what I consider to be the power of women in poli-
tics, but merely as stating the facts, regardless of how
these facts may be used or explained.

In answer to your direct question: "that supposing the
women at your election had not had the right of suffrage,
there v/as a good chance, that through the efforts of the
boys and because of the cause, you might still have won, in
spite of the party opposition." I am compelled to say that
accordi1 r. to *he racts above stated I not only would have
won under such conditions, but as the matter stands, would
have had a plurality of the men's votes, (which would alone
have elected me) as well as a large majority or the women's
votes.

Nearly all of the well known leaders in politics among
the women were openly against me, or else refused to aid
me by attending any meetings or making any addresses, as
some of them were requested to do. As a matter of fact I
do not now recall one single woman, well known and prominent
in woman's clubs or in politics who appeared at any one
of our many meetings. Some of them were asl© d to do so.
I typy Rive two answers that were quit e typical: A splendid
woman who was a leader in philanthropic and club work said
to me: "Judge, I vould like to get out and work for you,
but you know my husband is in business in this city and
he told me it would be very offensive to William G. Evans
(Mr.Evans is the boss of both the Republican and Democratic
parties in Denver, and the head of the utility corporations
who dominate our politics) and he told me that I must not
mix in this affair or it might injure his business." This
good woman truthfully expressed her regret, but I saw she was
"bound by the "System" just as much as the men. I did not
object to her attitude, since she was a dutiful wife and
no doubt did as she was told.



JUD««» CHAHUin

DENVER. COLO.

— • BEN B. LINDSEY. Ju
C T Q ,:-...• ,;•

Miss I.M.T. 3

Another leader not only among the women here, but known by
the women throughout the United States as a great advo-
cate of woman's suffrage said to a friend of mine substan-
tially this: "I cannot take an active part in these fights
that are offensive to the "powers" that rule Denver. I
am a widow depending upon my business investments, and if
I were to get out and make such a fight, or be known as on©
of its active participants, I should be compelled to dispose
of my business interests here and re-invest in some other
city where the "powers that be" could not punish me for
my participation in a fight that was offensive to them."

One of our political leaders who is perhaps the best
known advocate of woman's suffrage throughout the country
and has gone from Colorado to other states to advocate the
cause, and in my judgment is one of the ablest public
speakers in public life, vigorously supported the machine
ticket nominated by the utility corporations, which she
well knows has robbed this city of millions of dollars worth
of public property. But her "job" depended upon it - for
one member of her family held a lucrative position under
the city administration and she herself was a candidate
for political favors.

Some of the leading supporters of the machine men
nominated for Juvenile Judge - men who were never in the
Juvenile Court, who have no sympathy with the Juvenile Court
except to use it for political purposes in strengthening a
political machine that has done nothing but rob the people of
this city and state for ten ye ars - were among our very beat
known advocates of woman's suffrage and the loudest in proclaim-
ing the wonderful things it would do to help the home and the
child.

Now I do not speak cynically, nor do I wish to be mis-
understood. The point I ari trying to make merely is that
when it comes to selfish interests, the women are just as
human as the men, and these women were doing exactly what
the men do under similar circumstances; and if this be an
argument against woman's suffrage, it is even more of an
argument apainst male suffrage, in my judgment, since I
think the men are somewhat worse than the women in this par-
ticular respect, for there were a great number of splendid
women (though not generally prominent in politics) who got
out and worked for ne at serious risk and hazard to their
material welfare. And I feel that, taking into considera-
tion the campaign o^ four years ago, when I had the same dif-
ficulty and when the .vomen rallied to my support and helped
create the public sentiment that got the men interested, in
the final analysis my success may be said to be due to woman's
suffrage.

The women to whom I am mostly indebted are the working
women and just the plain, ordinary mothers in the homes,
who are never known nor heard of as being prominent in the
clubs or in political natters - though I do wish to say
that several well known club women worked for me privately.
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but afterwards were disciplined for it by the political
powers here and lost opportunities to secure employment, and
in one case, one of them almost faced starvation, because
employment she might have had was denied her because it was
known she had been working for me.

When it comes to moral questions involving the saloon
and the child, we can generally depend upon the women, al-
though last Spring when a Mayor was elected the candidate
who favored the open saloons Sunday and public gambling
under police protection for the gamblers was elected against
his opponent who promised an opposite course, but when it
comes to the great political questions involving the real
despoilers of the people, the great economic questions where
the big business interests use their power to crush and
oppress those who oppose their pillage, I am compelled
to say that the influence of the women has not yet shown
itself to be much superior to that of the men, though I
believe it will be in time when they understand it better.

I haven't any objection whatever to your using this
somewhat hurriedly dictated statement in such way as to
make my position as clear as you can, showing always that
I am an earnest advocate of woman's suffrage, but not one
of those who predict the rosy results - in my judgment falsely
predicted by some of its more zealous advocates - and es-
pecially some 0^ those women in this city and state who were
among the most servicable instruments in the hands of the
machine and the "powers" who were debauching the home and
the child, a.s has been shown in some of our recent elections-

I enclose herewith copy of letter attached to an
interview in the New York Times, which I sent to the writer
of the letter and which she returned w^h let^e^ (cop^
tached. )

I must ask you to regard this letfiferias confrfdentia]
as I haven't permission to use it publicly, and you can
readily see it would not d o < B u t it m a y •be w e 4 l f o r y o u t o

know about it. The writer of the letter has asked me not
to use it in any public way, but I am sure that it would
not be used in any public manner as coming from her.

I have no other copy of the interview in the New
York Times, and when you have finished it, if you w>uld
return it to me I would apj reciate it.

There are one or two errors in it; it speaks of my
nomination by both parti es as though it happened last fall
instead of four years ago. Last Fall I ran independently
being on no party ticket except the Prohibitionist, which
gave me feout 500 votes.

I do not recall that I said there were sometimes talk
of women's parties in Colorado; I do not remember of but
one such instance and that was not serious.

Sincerely yours,
Miss Ida M. Tarbell,

C/o Amer. Magazine, New York
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My dear Judge: ' • ••
I too have been deluged v/ith letters over

your speech as quoted by New York Times. I will tell
you honestly that I believe every word you saidth* re - and
it is only just that those working for suffrage should hear
the truth - The difficulty has been, "but this is for yoiif
own ear, that Mrs. Bradford and others have falsely painted ,
the conditions, and rested the argument upon what we would
do with suffrage, while really that is entirely wide of tlia
mark as you said. I feel discouraged, though that we
shall ever make any progress in the argument that
suffrage is given for what it will do for the people who
receive it instead of vice versa. Not until the old suf~
fragiBts like the Blackwells are gone, even Dr, Shaw al-
ways uses that side of it and the Nat. Suf, Ass'n make all
their pleas, with reference to that idea. I have often V
as-ked them to put a woman of note from a suffrage state -
xxpon their Board, because she could tell them some facti"^
but they always choose Mrs. Bradford who dreams at times.
Now to my mind we have done much - witness the list of laws
compiled by Miss Meredith which we have been instrumental
in passing - "but no judgment can ever be made of the votes
of"one class per se, unless you eliminate all other
classes. We were put into an old machine and told to
turn out new goods. It can not be done. I should be glad
to see you alwaya.

Very sincerely yours,

(Signed) Sarah S. Platt Decker.
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