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sOMETHING should be done to stop the 
abuses to which the Library is being sub-

jected by certain unconscionable students. We 
have in mind the removal of papers and maga-
zines without the knowledge of Dr. Hamnett, 
the Librarian. It is extremely exasperating to 
find on inquiry for the latest numbers of cer-
tain publications, that they are missing and 
that the sufferer from klopemania has forgotten 
to register. He, who so abuses privileges that 
they are curtailed or are entirely withdrawn 
from those who make a manly, conscientious 
use of them, is guilty of an act of meanness 
finding no true measurement in any single Eng-
lish word. It is malicious, inexcusable, ultra 
scoundrelism. It stands hateful and alone—
an order strictly per se.  

14 FEW months ago we were insisting that 
access to the Library should be made 

easier ; that its doors should be open more hours 
in the day, even contending that it should be 
made possible for students to use the Library 
on Sunday. This last mentioned privilege was, 
with certain restrictions, granted ; but the grant 
was never acted upon—the fault being our own. 
It is well, doubtless, that it was not, and in- 
stead of insisting upon greater liberties with 
our Library, we now see the necessity for, and 
urge more restrictions placed upon the use of 
it. As has again and again been told us, our 
liberties are large with this part of the college 
property. Elsewhere there is less freedom ; 
and if there be no other way to protect the 
Library and those who would, if permitted, 
lawfully use it than by a system of fees and 
rigidly enforced restrictions, we heartily advo- 
cate the introduction of such a system at once. 

* 	* * 

WORK upon the Kaldron is being rapidly and 
judiciously pushed forward. An import-

ant lesson contained in the history of former 
issues, late in putting in their appearance, has 
not been lost upon the present editorial board. 
Financial success cannot be assured, if the pub-
lication be not on sale before the all-absorbing 
events of Commencement. The support 
pledged to the present board, we are assured, 
is liberal. This support, no doubt, is due to 
the fact every body feels confident of flattering 
personal mention. 

T HE CI—ASS of 'S9 did something worthy of 
imitation when it requested the Faculty to 

select from its number ten, who should repre-
sent it in the graduating literary flourish. It 
was a philanthropic act, a boon—in that par- 
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ticular instance—to suffering humanity, and '90 
can do nothing better than to follow the exam-
ple set by her predecessor. We suggest that 
early action be taken upon the matter. 

Y. 

WHETHER or not, in the history of the 
college, a graduating class ever held an 

out-and-out commencement ball, we do not 
know. With each returning year the subject 
floats to the surface and occasions more or less 
talk, and, if we are not mis-informed, the spirit 
of the affair has been fostered from time to 
time under external management. Why not 
put an end to this ? As is well known, a " Sen-
ior Hop" ill accords with the spirit and teach-
ing of the college, as well as with the ideas of 
many members of every graduating class. 
Some social event could be devised as a sub-
stitute into which the entire class could heartily 
enter, and of which the college could give its 
approval. 

* 	. 

THERE is a very easy and common sense 
method by which may be dissolved the 

doubt in which the usefulness of a gymnasium 
seems just now to be hanging. Why should 
not physical culture be enforced as is mental ? 
The attendance upon classes is not left to the 
discretion of students ; if it were, we would 
entertain some doubt in regard to the useful-
ness of colleges. Why pronounce doubts in 
regard to what would be accomplished in a 
gymnasium, as though the fault existed some-
how in the gymnasium, when, in fact, it lies in 
the plan conceived upon which the work of a 
gymnasium should be conducted ? The im-
portance of physical training once rightly con-
ceived and there can remain no doubt in the 
mind of any one in regard to how it should be 
given to the student. Let it be looked upon, 
as it should be, equal to mental training, and 
let a certain amount be required. President 
C. K. Adams, in The Forum for February, de-
clares it as his belief " that the best results of 

gymnastic training will never be secured, un-
less regularly prescribed exercise be vigorously 
made a part of the work required of all stu-
dents during the first two years of the course 
Built with this idea in view, there could not 
possibly arise any question concerning the suc-
cess of a gymnasium. 

I T SEEMS unnecessary to say any thing in 
reply to those who urge our lack of sup-

port of the battalion as a reason for our not 
asking for a gymnasium. The battalion is sup-
ported by all who can afford the time and the 
expense of uniform. Students who could af-
ford, and should be made to take an hour each 
day for physical training, cannot give up, and 
should not be required to give up almost the 
entire afternoon in two days of each week, as 
the battalion demands. Daily short drill might 
take the place of a gymnasium, but two drills 
per week does not and cannot. 

To what extent the support of the students 
was given to the proposed gymnasium to be 
located somewhere down in the city, we have 
not learned. For the sake of the city, we wish 
it success, but, inconveniently situated as it 
must be, if it is ever carried to completion, we 
think it worthy of little encouragement by the 
foreign element on College Hill. A gymna-
sium for our use could not have a better loca-
tion than the campus. 

A conversation once took place in a suburban 
church, anent certain pending repairs in the 
organ : " They tell me," said the rector, "that 
the woodwork is greatly affected by dry rot, 
and that it will extend to other parts of the 
church." " Why, bless your heart, sir," said 
the builder, a constant attender at the ser-
vices, and speaking purely in a business sense, 
"The dry rot in the organ is nothing to the 
dry rot in the pulpit, and it's getting worse 
ever since you came2' 
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iii1Frarg. 
Neform of En glish Orti?octrapipl. 

For nearly half a century a radical reform of 
the graphic forms of our words has been 
strenuously advocated. It is probable that a 
majority of the people would assent in general 
terms to the need and value of this reform ; 
and in recent years, the philologists have ad-
vocated radical changes. And yet, though 
science and popular demand have come to con-
cur in seeking reform, hardly a single step has 
been taken. We are still repeating our 
letters in the same order in which, according 
to a legend, Pelamedes taught the Phcenician 
alphabet to the Greek warriors encamped un-
der the walls of Troy. Fifty years of agitation 
have not added a letter to our imperfect 
English alphabet ; and the first condition of 
any radical reform is more letters in which to 
record spoken words. We have a few new 
forms in the field, such as program, but if all 
these forms were at once received and made 
exclusive we should not yet so much as begin 
to satisfy the demands of the reformers. For 
radical reform must begin with a new abece-
darium. Why have we not begun ? 

The conception of a new spelling which we 
are asked to adopt is, on the first view—which 
is the only view the reformers have taken of it 
—very simple : the written language should be 
a transcript of the spoken language. We have, 
therefore, only to provide for writing words 
just as they are spoken—making in each word 
an exact copy of the sounds heard in each 
word. A separate character for each sound. 
Give us then some forty to forty-three letters 
and a charming and labor-saving simplicity 
would take the place of the " confusion worse 
confounded " which now prevails. It is not nec-
essary to await the coming of a Cadmus or a 
wiser Pelamedes, for the new letters are at hand 
and are offered to us as a free gift. A hundred 
men of special learning stand ready to make 
another assortment of new letters. Why do 
we not at once reform our spelling ? 

There must be reasons not yet fully explained 
—which may never be fully explained—for this 
singular halt in the march of reform. It may 
be that the philologists have kept back some-
thing of the truth ; it may be that everybody 
who writes English is subtly wiser than the 
scientific student of speech. What the philolo-
gists may have kept back is the practical im-
possibility of phonetic spelling. It is possible, 
of course, that the difficulty has escaped their 
attention. The reader will please suppose that 
in an audience listening to a public speaker, and 
writing from his words, there are ten persons 
who know the new alphabet but do not know 
how any word is spelled in that alphabet. 
Would the ten persons write out the words in 
exactly the same letters ? Would there not 
be ten phonetic spellings ? 

This is not at all a guessing matter. The 
Italian language is largely phonetic. Each 
vowel and each consonant are required to be 
sounded. If two p's come together, both must 
be sounded. So of any two vowels. But do 
the Italians write alike, all spelling in exactly 
the same way ? No, there is as much bad spell-
ing in Italy as in this country. And for the 
same reason ; in order to write a word correctly 
in either tongue, one must know the correct 
spelling. All words must, in Italian as in Eng-
lish, be learned as graphic forms, and a knowl-
edge of spoken words will not relieve any one 
of the necessity of learning the written forms, 
Words have two kinds of body—sound body, 
addressed to the ear, and form body, addressed 
to the eye. Their identification is impossible. 
These bodies are essentially different and un-
like. It is not a case for photography. Sound 
and shape have no common elements. The 
sound shell and the graphic shell are alike only 
in their common content—the meaning. 

Nor is any man capable of giving the phon-
etic value of the words in this sentence with 
absolute accuracy. If ten persons attempt the 
task, there will be several versions—probably 
ten ; each will differ in some sound-value from 
every other. The reason is that there is a va-
rying practice in speech even among persons 
living under the same roof—a varying practice 
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which defies the phonetist when his task is to 
record all the speech heard under the 
great roof-tree of our language. There is at 
the root of the matter, a vice of 
overworked system which appears in 
all teaching of the sounds of the language—
a theory that usage is not the rule, but a math-
ematically measured valuation of sounds. Usage 
has not these exact measures and never can 
have. The Italians are vigorously exact in 
their theory of the vocal dress of their words ; 
but in use the dress gets frayed and torn much 
as English does. 

Probably, then, the theory of phonetic writ-
ing is unsound at the root. It assumes that 
the sound values heard in words are easily and 
naturally convertible into graphic values ; and 
it overlooks the ever varying values which 
sounds have in use. It may be true, it is prob-
able, that spelling would be more easily 
learned under a possible phonetic system ; but 
the reformers would have to specify the spell-
ing proper for each group of words, and it 
would still be necessary for the pupils to learn 
these prescribed forms. But having learned 
one of a group, he would know ho w to 
form the rest. For example, whatever 
phonetic forms were given for writing nation, 
the pupil having learned that one would be 
able to spell that part of all words ending in 
ation. But is he not now able to spell all such 
words ? If, however, the graphic form of sion 
and dim were the same as lion, a saving of 
labor in learning forms would appear. Yet it 
seems clear that the gain would not extend 
beyond such assimilations of groups of forms. 
The sounds would not yield any given form—
it would have to be learned in the new alpha-
bet just as it has to be learned in the existing 
alphabet. The end really reached could be as 
surely reached by spelling all cases of tion, 
sion and don in one of these ways only. In 
short, all that could be gained by a new alpha-
bet is possible under the present one. What 
is insisted upon here is that in any conceivable 
alphabet, every word new to the ear would 
also be new to the eye and that the eye 
would have to take its separate lesson in the 

graphic form. It may be suggested, too, that 
the reformers have very naturally been tempted 
to exaggerate the labor and time expended in 
learning to spell ; and they have possibly over-
looked the value of the discipline of attention 
gained by the study of forms required under 
our alphabet. This education of the eye is 
easy in childhood and the disciplines of it may 
be quite as useful as that given by study of the 
forms in Latin grammar. Perhaps we may yet 
come to know that the mental discipline of 
the spelling book is of a very high character. 

There is another point of view. Have not 
the philologists overlooked the claims which a 
literature makes upon conservatism in the 
graphic body of a speech ? A new people with-
out a literature may freely construct graphic 
forms ; but a people having an English Bible, 
a Shakespeare, a Bunyan, a Milton, a Tenny-
son, cannot be free to change their written 
speech in a radical way. Change there will be, 
but it can only be gradual and it must preserve 
in outline the verse of Milton and the prose of 
Gibbon. The claims of the spoken speech are 
not exclusive. The language exists for the eye 
more than for the ear. Few of us hear as much 
as we read. None of us write as much as w e  
read. The spoken word has declined in im-
portance ; the written word has risen, and rela-
tively the importance of the written word must 
increase. With a vast literature, grown and 
growing in existing graphic forms, we have 
reasons for hesitating to alter radically famil-
iar and consecrated forms. 

Our generations are mixed. However full 
the public schools may be, the people who 
are called upon to change their spelling are 
accustomed to the existing system. The Abe-
cedarians do not vote in deciding the matter: 
Will any people ever voluntarily change the 
graphic forms of their literature and their news-
papers ? If one never read a book, would he 
choose to learn to spell a second time ? And 
what lover of literature would wish to learn to 
read his own language over again ? For though, 
to the ear, nothing is changed in the theory of 
phonetists, all is changed to the eye when 
the new type is placed before us. Nine in ten 
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of the people would vote no, if the ballot read, 
" For phonetic spelling of English words" and 
were printed in the new type. 

The reasons here are probably grounded 
deeply in human nature. We should feel that 
we had lost Thanatopsis if it could only be 
read in a phonetic type. There is not merely 
the task of learning a new language ; there is 
the loss of forms dear to the heart. An es-
thetic sense alive in all men is outraged by the 
destruction of the graphic architecture of a 
poem or an essay. These forms are, for a gen-
eration which takes in language by the eye, an 
essential part of any piece of literature. Grad-
ual changes will produce no shock because 
each change is insignificant ; but radical and 
sudden change would spread ruin through the 
noblest gallery of pictures which any people 
ever possessed. One great poet, father of all 
our poets, lies dead in a graphic vesture un-
familiar to our eyes. Chaucer we have lost 
from the elect company of English singers 
through both phonal and graphic change. We 
shall not risk losing the rest of the choir. And 
who can assume that we should not break the 
chain of sound melody by writing Tennyson 
in any possible new alphabet ? 

The conclusion reached from these reflections 
is that radical reconstruction of our system of 
orthography is simply impossible. But this 
conclusion does not forbid us to hope for many 
improvements in our spelling. Radicalism is 
out of the question ; rigid conservatism is only 
less unwise. ~ti; D. H. WI- € 6 -1Avatches, vary and the degree of consistency 

which each considers its Sunday limit varies 
" not at Ciptrcl?." also to such an extent as to preclude computa-

tion. Taking, however, in the present instance 
a moderately moral student, let us see what 
he can get out of a wilful Sunday stay-at-
home. To partially repeat, what can be more 
jolly after a late get-up and a still later break-
fast than a snug room with a blazing grate 
fire, a big easy chair which exacts a com-
placent smile from you every time you look at 
it, a dozen novels to select from and the soul-
comforting thought that the day is absolutely 
your own ? And again, what can be more 
exhilarating after you have contemplated 

most mathematical church-goer. Assuming 
then that there exist excuses such as above 
mentioned and a host of others competent to 
apologize for a church-skip, in order to abridge 
this article let us waive them all save the one 
so familarly known, esoterically, as indisposi-
tion, though a stronger term not infre-
quently, unconsciously of course, takes its place 
when the church-absentee pleads his case be-
fore the Lord High Executioner. And to 
still farther reduce the area of this theme let it 
be understood that the scribe proposes to han-
dle his topic tenderly, hands velvet-shod, eyes 
leather-goggled to its moral side, opened only 
to the genuine pleasure which a Sunday spent 
in brazen defiance of college jurisprudence 
seems to give. 

For example, what is more comforting to 
the average college student when he crawls 
into bed, late Saturday night, or early Sunday 
morning, than the assurance that to-morrow 
morning he can sleep as long as he will, get 
up when he will, and when up engage in what-
ever pursuit his conscience adjudges consistent 
with the day. 

No Pharisees, no Sadducees, no Jonah-
whales, no little Moseses done up in wicker 
baskets, creep through his study-worn brain 
that night, or celebrate some ancient feast 
around the corners of his bed. His mind is a 
biblical desert with one oasis, a well in which 
lies a donkey which he proposes to pull out on 
the morrow. To be sure, consciences like 

" Not at church." No student, however 
sanctimonious or whatever may be his creed, 
ever completed a four years' course at Alle-
gheny without occasionally, mayhap semi-oc-
casionally, being compelled to mouth this 
nigh gray-haired phrase. It may not be in all 
cases the fault of the student that this should 
be true, for many fortuitous circumstances, 
such as sickness, out of town, called home (?), 
and indisposition—principally indisposition—
occur to modify the moral absolutism of the 
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objectively and subjectively the room, its con- of its much loved _Vaster. Over on that chalky 
tents, and your personal freedom, than to sit hill you read, " Domum, Domum, Duke 
in that glorious old chair by the window and Domum." There on the table stands " wood 
look at the world through the toes of your slip- cut" Bixby. You hear that little now ex-Em- 
pers. If you smoke—and of course you do— preSs of Germany's, " Ah, Hicks ; is that you 
all jolly fellows do, let us get out a pipe ; or 	Hicksey ? " and this slight thought current 
since it is Sunday perhaps you feel wealthy wafts you and your little smoke mountain 
enough to sport a cigar--no, a pipe is better. the across the channel and over the land to the 
smoke doesn't go up your nostrils, into your Empress' home, dasVaterland. You are study-
lungs and eyes and bother you half to death. ing at some German univerity and making 
The pipe is lit, and seated, you are soon fol- excursions hither and thither over the country. 
lowing some mythic hero or heroine through Goethe, Schiller, Lessing all become familiar 
the most fascinating scenes your favorite to you. You know them and love them as 
author can portray. But now your pipe needs firmly and deeply as you do your own little 
puffing up. and for a while you draw and blow • Georgie Cherry Tree. \\There  once they 
like a porpoise. What volumes of smoke, and walked, you now walk, and you are not awed 
how lovingly it curls and circles about your into insensibility, either. You see the Rhine. 
head ! You forget your book, forget every- its steep banks and musty old castles. Up 
thing but that delightful smoke ; and as it along the heights squatty women and oblate 
slowly diffuses itself throughout the room you headed men bend industriously to their work. 
feel your Fancy, seated astride some. minature 
smoke mountain, going with it. It approaches 
the raised window, and you see it as a mother 
sees her growing child, drifting away, away, 
away. * * * You are at home. The 
old folks are almost ready for church. They 
little suspect that their recreant boy is so near 
them at this hour ; and perhaps your dear old 
mother when she kneels at church prays in her 
plain but loving heart that her boy may be 
good and true and noble. You hear her and 
are moved, but it is only for a moment, for 
Fancy waywardly hurries you off'. * * * * 
What ! You are in England. The stone 
fences and the stately mansions tell you 
so. It is springtime. With knapsack and staff 
you and X. are tramping over the most de-
lightful of roads, pausing here to make a 
sketch of some ivy clad relic of antiquity, 
there to analyze a flower, and again at some 
peasant's cottage. You drink your glass of 
milk or home-brewed ale, quiz the peasant 
woman about the history of the neighborhood 
and its people, ask her how long she has lived 
there and numerous other questions, jot down 
her answers, and push on. * * * 

But here is Rugby ! Upon that wall there 
smiling kindly down on you hangs the portrait 

They cannot be picking grapes since it is 
spring again—it's always spring when you are 
building castles. But you pass on. Again 
with pike and knapsack, X. and you are 
climbing the Alps. How cool and invigorating 
the air is ! Your smoke steed begins to con-
dense and wishing to preserve it till it has 
brought you home again—for 'Switzerland is a 
bad place to be left in hungry and penniless—
you recross the Atlantic ; but in some myster-
ious way, Fancy, instead of taking you directly 
home shunts you into a court room. Every-
body listens breathlessly to your eloquent 
plea. What matchless oratory ! The prisoner 
is acquitted. People point at you and whis-
per. " He is a self made man ; he fought his way 
to distinction." How proud you feel ! How 
magnanimous you will be when the people 
elect you to     (?) ! But Fancy does not 
stop here—though we will soon have to—ac-
cording to your inclination and disposition she 
takes you whither you will ; you are preacher, 
poet, orator, lawyer, physician. statesman, any-
t hing you wish and always the best. * * * 
That palatial mansion over there is yours. 
Outside, a beautiful lawn, flowers, fountains 
and inviting summer houses. Inside, tapestried 
rooms, carpets, luxurious divans, pipes and 
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smoking jackets thrown negligently aside, 
shelf after shelf of tempting looking books ; 
and over there smiling at you is -- -- is, 
well ! no matter who, for the church bells are 
ringing and you have scarcely read ten pages 
of your novel. It is cruel to thus rudely jar 
Fancy from her vapory steed, Smoke, and still 
more cruel to so summarily dismount you 
from yours, Fancy. She champs and frets so 
that it requires all your determination to tether 
her to your will, but finally it is accomplished 
and once more you are your wordly self. You 
read awhile, grow weary of your book, grow 
weary even of your re-lit pipe and cast them 
both aside. Your eye hastily scans the meagre 
collection of books on the shelf before you, is 
attracted by an Emerson's Essays, and you 
read again, and again grow tired. Soon you 
repeat the operation and this time it is Fiske 
ycu select. By and by you look up. Your 
watch tells you it is half past twelve and that 
an half hour must elapse before you dine. By 
some mysterious influence your eyes are drawn 
to the little stand on which lies your Bible. A 
voice within whispers, "read," and you do 
until the clock in the adjoining room strikes 
one. As you walk to your boarding place, 
you somehow feel—though it may be much to 
your discredit—that you are not a miserable 
sinner, and that the day has not been misspent ; 
you feel that the quiet Sabbath spent in the 
privacy of that cozy room, enlivened by the 
sportive journey of your Fancy and sobered by 
your hour and a half with Emerson, Fiske and 
St. Paul has benefitted you more than the 
grandest sermon ever preached by human lips. 
Are you right ? M. J. SWVy‘ 

Fred.—" Come, Tom, its past time to get up. 
Tom.—" It may be pastime for you old fel-

low, but I consider it deuced hard work." 

President Adams, of Cornell, has resigned 
his professorship of history and will hence-
forth devote himself entirely to administrative 
work. 

After remarking that it is the legitimate 
business of the newspapers of the world to 
make disclosures of wrong doing in public and 
private, the Tuftonian continues, that it is 
"not so with the college press. The faculty 
and trustee skeletons are carefully locked up 
in a dark closet, and now it is only the rosy 
side of life that is portrayed. Every college 
paper is full of the improvements that have 
been made at our college and the great things 
that we have done, but never a word by way 
of criticism or disclosure of abuses. Is it that 
there is nothing to criticise, are no abuses in 
the administration of our colleges ? If the 
world at large thinks so, its ignorance must be 
very blissful ; but the student knows better. 
Why then does not the college press openly 
and fearlessly point out the weak places in the 
management of our colleges ? " 

Now at present we have no grievance 
against the faculty, but considering that loyal 
alumni and students help to constitute the life 
and reputation of our colleges, we have against 
the latter. 

It depends upon the persevering and ener-
getic work of our alumni in raising the endow-
ment, in sending back students to their alma 
?eater. 

It depends upon the students to show to the 
world all that the college is doing, or can do 
for them, in having and exhibiting that en-

■..thusiastic " college loyalty," a peculiar enthu-
siasm known only to one who feels and appre-
ciates what the college is doing for him, who 
is proud of his fellow -students, and holds in a 
certain reverence the faculty, college buildings 
and the campus. Yes, even the buildings and 
campus, for their age and possibilities, have a 
value. For the history of our college is aged 
and varied. How many of the present stu-
dents know the names of former students who 
frequented our halls, who have since then 
filled the highest positions in church and 
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state ; that in the wings of Bentley hall were 
wont to dwell some of the faculty ; that the 
chapel was once divided into an audience room 
and two recitation rooms ; that fights took 
place between the two literary societies which 
none of to-day can rival ; and so ad infinitum. 
In possibilities ; in that we all are aware that 
with sufficient money our campus could be 
beautified so as to transform it into as pretty 
a campus as few colleges possess ; recitation 
rooms could have student seats, fine black-
boards, and all the finest adjuncts to the class 
and lecture room ; new buildings could be 
built, a science hall and gymnasium ; base 
ball, foot ball and tennis grounds could be 
finished up in proper shape, and again on ad 
infinitum. 

Yet, with all this responsibility and these 
facts constantly before us, we are compelled 
to say that a general college enthusiasm is 
sadly lacking among us. What spirit there is, 
is divided up in so many directions that it is 
more detrimental than otherwise. Whatever 
general movement there was is in abeyance. 
Although there seems to be a slight quiver, 
as though one of the nerves of the athletic as-
sociation was accidentally touched. Let us 
rally to this stir and infuse new life into the 
organization. We hope that it may be, as it 
were, the pistol shot that will start the ava-
lanche of enthusiasm which will carry every-
thing before it. 

And this carries us back to the Glee Club, 
of which we were so proud. Meadville has 
long held a reputation as a city which has 
furnished many fine singers ; and with its 
Conservatory of Music we ought to be doubly 
fitted to support a fine club. 

In its other light the College Student shows 
a club's advantages : 

" The value of the Glee Club as an advertising 
medium for the college is inestimable. The 
college has received immense free advertising 
not only through the newspapers of the vari-
ous cities visited by the club, but through the 
handsome programs which are everywhere 
praised and prized as souvenirs. If the ad-
vantage gained by the Glee Club were followed 

by judicious advertising on the part of the col-
lege, there would be a corresponding increase 
in the number of students next year. * * * 
A spasmodic splurge, as in the case of the 
centennial celebration of '87, followed by in-
activity is of little value. Systematic adver-
tising is needed to keep the college before the 
public. Other institutions have found it neces-
sary, and F. and M. is no exception to the 
rule. The Foot-Ball team and the Glee and 
and Mandolin Clubs have again brought the 
college into prominence in this and other 
states, and the opportunity should not be lost." 

In these columns we have already spoken of 
the necessity of a foot ball team. 

Nor are these all to which we could and 
ought to pay attention. For now we will de-
sist from pointing them out. Yet we will not 
admit that all this is a "chestnut," for it is not, 
but a burning, live question for us to solve, 
not by leaving it to do so itself, but by cach 
one assuming a responsibility himself. Think 
about it, talk about it and act about it and 
what will be the results ! 

The following clipping certainly meets our 
approval without any comments : 

College papers, in general, are making men-
tion of the fact that a Syracuse professor 
dismissed the class because he saw a student 
on the back seat whispering. This might 
appear to be a most reprehensible action on 
the professor's part, but to those who are 
acquainted with the character and habits of 
the gentleman in question, the idea of making 
unfavorable comment is preposterous. A man 
who unites all his energies in order to instruct 
and elevate his hearers, has a right to be sen-
sitive of their conduct. The whispering was 
probably the result of thoughtlessness, but to 
a man who is accustomed to have and deserves 
the undivided and closest attention of those to 
whom he is imparting that which has cost him 
years of application to acquire, it must cer-
tainly give offense. Proficiency demands re-
spect. More men on the faculty like the 
learned lecturer, who was affected by a casual 
whisper, would certainly result in a higher 
grade of scholarship.—News. 
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Although "late in the season," we insert the 
following because it expresses our views ex-
actly on the National University question : 

One of the outgrowths of the coming Co-
lumbus celebration is the idea of establishing 
a national university at Washington. Senator 
Cullom has introduced a bill providing for its 
foundation and endowment. It sounds well, 
this idea of having at our national capitol, 
under the control of the government, an insti-
tution that shall represent in its faculty the 
best thought of the nation, and that shall give 
to our youth an education commensurate with 
the development and capabilities of this grand 
young republic ! Its faculty will rival in learn-
ing and reputation the forty immortals of the 
French Academy. Its opportunities for special 
work shall be unsurpassed. Its degrees and 
certificates will be accepted anywhere as 
proofs of efficiency. In short, it will be a 
model that the other universities will imitate 
in vain. 

But we fail to see that there is any great 
necessity for such an undertaking. Yale, 
Harvard, John Hopkins, Cornell, Columbia, 
and the Universities of Michigan and Penn-
sylvania furnish unequaled instruction and 
facilities for study and research in all depart-
ments of knowledge. The enormous amount 
of money that would be reqnired to found an 
institution to rival any one of these would be 
so much wasted. The sum could be much 
more profitably employed in increasing the 
facilities already offered by the existing uni-
versities. 

Perhaps it will be argued that the govern-
ment will furnish instruction in all depart-
ments free of charge, which the present 
universities do not do. The answer is, that 
the one hundred and fifty dollars tuition 
charged by two or three of our universities will 
be more than balanced by the extremely high 
price of living at Washington. Again, if the 
government proposes to take promising young 
men, and put them through a course of study, 
as it now trains young men at West Point and 
Annapolis, it would accomplish its purpose 
much more economically by sending these  

young men at public expense to the present 
universities.—College Rambler. 

Whether Dr. Thwing be elected or not the 
following is of interest to college students : 

The trustees of Oberlin College have not yet elected 
a successor to Rev. James H. Fairchild, who resigned 
the presidency of that institution last June. Among 
those mentioned as his possible successors is Dr. 
Charles F. Thwing, of Minneapolis. Dr. Thwing is a 
comparatively young man, a Harvard graduate of '76, 
one of the editors of the Biblioiheca Sacra, and al-
ready a D. D. He takes great interest in college 
affairs, and from all appearances would make an ad-
mirable college president. That he thoroughly under-
stands and sympathizes with college students, may he 
seen from the following, taken from a recent news-
paper article of his: "Absent from home, associated 
intimately with his peers, meeting few ladies, yet with 
a knightly reverence for womanhood, obedient to what 
he considers proper rules, but rebellious against what 
is deemed improper restraint, vigorous in intellect and 
alert, strong in conviction, sympathetic with the best 
in all life, conscious that he is richly endowed with 
mental gifts and privileges of exterior condition, and 
not disinclined to show a consciousness of the endow-
ment—such the American college student. The best 
young man is he, taken all in all, to be seen beneath 
the stars." The man who wrote that cannot fail to 
have the hearty co-operation of trustees, faculty and 
students in all he undertakes. The college that se-
cures him as its head is to be congratulated.—College 
Rambler. 

As we were once B. M., we appreciate its 
delectable privileges of dunning and so will 
give our present B. M. a lift. We hope an ap-
preciable one : 

I had a dream the other night, 
When all was calm and still, 

I dreamed that each subscriber 
Caine up and paid his bill, 

But ere the printer had been paid, 
I woke without a red. 

Does anybody see the point? 
If so, why then, 'null 

Mrs. J. H. Montgomery sang at a concert at 
Chardon, Ohio, on Wednesday of this week. 
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note 
Baldwin is back in college. 

Welty recently got his hair cut. 

Barrows is noted for his small feet. 

The band has recently been reorganized. 

Danforth was home at Warren, Pa., recently. 

Miss Grace I. Foster spent Sunday at Reno, 
Pa. 

Oh ! boys, have some mercy on me !-
Palmer. 

Miss Jessie Edwards spent Sunday at home, 
last week. 

A. C. Lindsey, 89, visited College friends 
last week. 

Mr. Gage, of Forestville, N. Y., is the latest 
new student. 

Did you attend the Y. M. C. A. convention 
or " Twelfth Night ? " 

Walker has concluded to lel Prof. Trueman 
remain in the faculty. 

Evans, ex-'93, visited college friends a few 
days, a short time ago. 

Rev. J. A. Parsons, '88, of Saegertown, Pa., 
was in town last Saturday. 

A. L. Hatch entertained his brother during 
the Y. M. C. A. convention. 

E. E. Proper, 89, was one of the delegates 
at the recent Y. M. C. A. convention. 

F. J. Trumper has left college, having se-
cured a lucrative position as surveyor. 

Mrs. Malone and Mrs.Manett, of Wilcox, Pa., 
paid a short visit at the Hall, last week. 

Howard Couse, who left college some weeks 
ago, on account of his eyes, has returned. 

Miss Mary Thrasher visited her sister, Miss 
Bashi Thrasher, at Hulings Hall, last week. 

Rodkey skipped the Y. M. C. A. address to 
see Julia Marlowe play the " Twelth Night." 

A Jacksonian club has lately been formed 
with Peffer and Snyder as charter members. 

The genial countenance of Mr. J. S. Gibson 
was seen in History of Philosophy class one 
day last week. 

Rev. Hovis, '78, of North Dakota Confer-
ence of the M. E. church, occupied the Stone 
Church pulpit Sunday. 

Miss Olive Van Fleet, of West Middlesex, 
Pa., visited Miss Maud Johnson and down town 
acquaintances last week. 

Among the candidates for superintendent of 
the Vallonia Sabbath School, we notice the 
name of Mr. J. G. Ehrenfeld. 

The Athletic Association woke up from its 
sleep long enough the other morning to ap-
point a committee to draft a new constitution. 

The ladies of Hulings Hall have been made 
happy by the gift of a new tennis court and 
outfit, which will be ready for use in the Spring. 

When the studens in Senior Physics seizes 
the wrong wire in the labratory, he exclaims : 

" I am sorry I came insulate, 
I'm going home to dynamo." 

Three young men, on their way to Africa, 
where they purpose becoming missionaries, 
spent two or three days at Allegheny recently, 
and held several missionary meetings. Mr. 
Codding is a graduate of the University of 
Nebraska and Mr. Gage of Bowdoin. 

The Athletic Association should see to it 
that a foot ball eleven and a base ball team 
are organized soon, that the respective teams 
may begin practice early next term. A chal-
lenge for a series of games with Edinboro is in 
the hands of the Secretary of the association . 

The Camera Club reorganized on Friday. 
morning by electing Prof. J. W. Silliman, pre-
sident ; A. G. Fradenburg, vice president ; 
Frank Gageby, secretary and C. B. Snyder, 
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treasurer. An executive committee consisting 
of R. C. Crowthers, W. C. Deming, L. A 
Baldwin and J. S. Gibson, was appointed. 

The Hulings Hall ladies did not forget the 
birthday of the hero of hatchet fame, but cele-
brated the evening of the 22nd in a very pleas-
ant manner. About a hundred guests were 
invited to assist in keeping green the memory 
of The Father of his Country." Besides the 
usual amusements were several new features. 
The Dwarf seemed to attract the most atten-
tion at the beginning of the evening and all 
left astonished at the size and wisdom of the 
little creature. A great deal of interest was 
manifested in a cracker-eating contest. The 
contestants, chosen by lot, were Messrs. Shry-
ock, Starr and Black. After vigorous work on 
the part of the three, the first prize, an etching, 
was given to Mr. Black ; the second, a paper 
knife, to Mr. Shryock and the third, a tin horn, 
to Mr. Starr. The entire evening was very de-
lightfully spent. 

rratmitig. 
One-half of President Harrison's cabinet are 

fraternity men. 

Theta Nu Epsilon held an extremely inter-
esting meeting recently. 

Gageby, Delta Tau Delta, Treasurer ; Will H. 
Stenger, Phi Delta Theta, and John L. Porter, 
Phi Kappa Psi, Executive Committe. The 
board of control is composed of the officers of 
the association, together with Messrs. Russell, 
Peffer, J. S. Gibson, Falconer and Barrett, 
The annual banquet will be held sometime in 
May. 

\V. L. Askue, '89, is preaching, at Hazel-
ton, 0. 

W. C. Wilson. '87. has gone to Spokane 
Falls, Wash 

Arthur Barnes, ex-'91, is now located at 
McKeesport. 

J. R. Anderson, ex-'90, spent Sunday in the 
city recently. 

Mr. J. B. Wood, ex-'88, is studying medicine 
in Pittsburgh. 

Alex. Herrington. ex-'92, is clerking in a 
store at Pittsfield, Pa. 

S. A. Johnson, '84, is with the Atlas Pub-
lishing Company of Chicago. 

W. S. King, ex-'82, is practicing medicine 
successfully in Ashtabula, 0. 

United States Senator George, of Missis-
sippi, is a Phi Delta Theta. 

Mfr. H. E. Crum, of Hillsdale College. Mich-
igan, made a pleasant call on his Phi Delta 
Theta brethren at this place last week. 

Stephen Joseph Herbin, Illinois Alpha of 
Phi Kappa Psi. Northwestern University, '89, 
is attending the Garrett. Biblical Institute 

The board of control of the Pan-Hellenic 
Association met last week and elected the offi-
cers for the second year of the association's 
existence. Mr. R. C. Crowthers, Phi Gamma 
Delta, was elected President ; Mr. D. F. Si-
mons. Sigma Alpha Epsilon, Secretary ; Frank 

E. L. Frisbee, '83, has just returned from an 
extended visit through the West. 

J. K. Shields, ex-'93, is attending Garrett 
Biblical Institute at Evanston, Ill. 

A. J. Newell, '81, is at present with the -  R. 
S. King Publishing Company of Chicago. 

Harry Household, '89, is pursuing a Theo-
logical course in the Boston University. 

J. G. Graff, '89, is with I■lacLennon & Co., 
Civil Engineers and Surveyors, of Chicago. 

E. B. Bodley, '87. and wife, are making an 
extended trip through the South and Cuba. 
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W. P. Cary, ex-'9o, with his wife, spent Sun-
day in this city. He is a druggist at South 
Bend, Ind. 

M. E. Blystone, '87, is located at Cincin-
nati, under the employ of the signal service of 
the U. S. A. 

E. B. Heckel, '87, graduates next month 
from the Bellevue Medical College, New York. 
Mr. Heckel expects to locate in Allegheny 
City for the practice of his profession. 

G. H. Fuller, '89, was very highly compli-
mented for some temperance speeches he 
made in Geauga County. Mr. Fuller is assist-
ant superintendent of school at Chardon, 0. 

COLLEGE STUDENTS who would like to earn from 
$ too to $50o during vacation months are invited to correspond 
with the undersigned. Send for our illustrated catalogue, and 
if you will state just when you will be ready to commence work, 
and how long you can continue at it, we will guarantee to make 
you an acceptable proposition. CHARLES L. WEBSTER 
& CO., Publishers of the Grant and Sheridan Memories, Mark 
Twain's books, and other standard works, No. 3, East Four-
teenth Street, New York. 

$75,66 to  $250,6 A:,eMrsoOn  N T canr   who 
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profitably employed also. A few vacancies in towns and cities. 
B. F. JOHNSON & CO., 1009 Main St., Richmond, Va. 

A. C A TIE: 31 I C.A.". 	>NV N- .S.4 AN 1►( :A 1' ti. 
Correct styles and materials for university and college use. 

These gowns add grace and fullness to speaker's form. 
Prices according to material and number ordered. 	Special 

prices for large classes. 	For measurement, send height, width 
of shoulders, size of neck, and length of sleeve. 
G. W. SIMMONS, Oak Hill, Boston, Mass. 

Send 5 cents for cap and gown circular with photograph. 
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HIGHEST GRADE ONLY 

. 
zPOPE MFG CO" 77 FRANKLIN ST.— 12 WARREN ST.— 291 WABASH AVE 

' 	BOSTON. 	NEW YORK. 	CHICAGO. 

ORDINARIES,  
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• -1--Fzi CYCLE S. 	$ 20 Favorite Singer 
Sewing Machine. 

HIGH ARM $25.00. 
Each Machine has a drop leaf, 

fancy cover, two large drawers, 
with nickel rings, and a full set 
of Attachments, equal to any Sin-
ger Machine sold from $40 to 

$60 by Canvassers. A trial in your home 1).,. 
fore payment is asked. Buy direct of the Manu-
facturers and save agents' profits besides getting 
certificates of warrantee for five years; Send for 
testimonials to Co -operative Sewing Machine 
Co., 269 S. I ith St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

u-WE PAY FRI:1011 r.--ca 

LARGE  I LLUSTRATED CATALOGUE 
SENT FREE 

FOR 18 O. 

CQLLARS 
CUFFS 
-ALWAYS GIVE 
SATISFACTION 1  
•: THE BEST MADE 


