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E NTERED  AT THE POSTOFFICE, MEADVILLE, PA., AS SECOND-CLASS MATTER 

LLEGHENY College has entered an ora- 
torical league made up, or designed to be 

made up of the colleges of Western Pennsyl- 
vania. It is with a feeling of no little regret 
that we announce this action of our college, 
because we are convinced that it is a step 
which cannot possibly reflect any credit upon 
her, and it is, we confess, with the lingering 
hope that we shall have occasion to recall the 
report that we send it forth, otherwise we 
would drop our heads and say nothing about 
the matter. The reasons why we think we 
should have kept out of the association we 
shall attempt to set forth. First, but two col- 
leges so far entered approach the standing of 
our own; and it must reflect seriously in the end 
upon a college which joins itself willingly with 

institutions three or four grades below her own. 
A man is known by the company he keeps—
the times will have changed when the same 
may not be said in regard to colleges. For our 
own part it angers us not a little after that we 
have toiled for the prestige of a diploma from 
Allegheny College to have it said to us, 
" From Allegheny, eh ? 0 Yes! She belongs 
to that league of  and   &c." Bah! 
it's nauseating. It isn't right. It ought not 
to be done. 

Can there be any honor, we ask in the second 
place, in defeating the representatives of infer-
ior colleges? To the individual, yes, to the 
college he represents, no. In such a contest as 
was held at Chautauqua, in which Allegheny 
was victorious, defeat had been no disgrace, and 
for that reason the glory was all the more. 

Is a college of high standing because of its 
standing liable to have a better representative ? 
Her advantage is slight if any. The drift of 
necessity brings those of oratorical abilities into 
colleges of high and low standing alike. 

Yet Allegheny College enters a contest in 
which, be she ever so fortunate, she gains 
nothing, and enters at the disadvantage of 
being late. Other colleges of the league 
accepted much earlier and, it is reasonably 
supposed, have made more preparation than it 
is possible for us to make. In addition to 
this men who have taken prizes and others of 
acknowledged ability refuse to enter the pre-
liminary contest in our college which shall 
decide who who shall represent it. The whole 
action on our part seems so absurd that we 
cannot yet feel morally sure that we have fin-
ished the matter and had our senses about us 
when we did it. It is a bad step and an illog-
ical one, why not take it back before it is too 
late? 



1 34 
	 THE CAMPUS. 

 

   

   

I N ADDITION to the above we wish to let 
 it be know that we heartily favor some 

such association as has been proposed, but let 
it be of a little more conservative character. 
We do not urge Allegheny College to a con-
servatism which has a desiccative tendency. 
She has not been afflicted in the past in that 
way, on the contrary it has been quite the op-
posite that has worked her no little evil. It is 
time to gather ourselves up. 

* 	* * 
N EXAMINATION of the curriculum, as 

it appears in the late catalogue, reveals 
several important changes and valuable addi-
tions. First, it may be noted that to the study 
of International and Municipal Law two terms 
will hereafter be devoted, instead of one as 
formerly. To the department of English Lit-
erature there has been made the valuable addi-
tion of a term in American Literature. 'Es-
thetics has been given a place in the third term 
of the Senior year. President Wheeler, by en-
larging his own department and by imposing 
a still greater amount of labor upon himself, 
has set an admirable example in his attempt 
to raise the standard of the college, and to 
perfect the courses of study ; and his colleagues 
have followed his example. To the course in 
Greek a fifth year of electives has been added, 
and a sixth year to the course in Latin. Mathe-
matics has been extended, reaching by electives 
into the Junior year. There is a very marked 
advance in the department of Modern Lan-
guages. Improvement in this department is 
perhaps most noticeable, and Prof. Thomas is 
to be congratulated that in a year's time he 
has brought up a hitherto neglected department 
to a pointwhere it begins to assume the im-
portance belonging to it. Under him its fu-
ture enlargement and advancement is insured. 

* 	* * 
NOTHER1:important change noted is the 

increase/of the matriculation fee to $12 
a term. An increase in advantages necessi- 
tates an increase in expenses for instruction, 

and whilst the $6 per year for each student 
seems, in itself, trifling, yet it is sufficient to 
give an increase in revenue very much needed. 
The college could stand on the level that it 
has stood dying the last three-quarters of a 
century, and could continue to offer the induce-
ment of a small matriculation fee, but it has 
been thought best to raise her standard, even 
though it should slightly increase the expenses 
of her students. There should be no misun-
derstanding in the matter ; the just and uni-
versal demand is laid upon all who in the fu-
ture desire to attend Allegheny College, that 
they pay in a very small proportion to what 
they get. 

ITHOUT doubt, the class of '90 has the 
most noted record of any class which it 

has been the honor of the college to graduate. 
She is strikingly original—and originally strik- 
ing. She began striking when in her Freshman 
year, and " struck till the last foe was van- 
quished ; " then, discovering her ears, she be- 
gan kicking, and seems bent on kicking as 
long as there is hair on a single comet. One 
of the most strikingly original things in her 
history has been hit upon lately, in the matter 
of Commencement invitations. If any of our 
friends should receive a plain invitation and 
nothing more, and an invitation with the pro- 
gram of the week in it, and one with the program 
and names of the members of the class, and 
one with an additional page giving the ten 
honor members, and another with yet an addi- 
tional page giving the class offices, and yet 
another invitation containing any two of the 
above mentioned pages, and yet another with 
any three of them, be not surprised ; you have 
simply received invitations from different mem- 
bers Of the class to attend the same general 
gathering, the little side issues not meeting 
with the approval of all. The class of 'go 
revels in all the imaginations that unoccupied 
Senior brains can devise; she introduces every- 
where, as witness above, the spice of variety, 
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the oddities of her genius, feats of unexampled 
kicking, and kicking of unexampled feet. 
With '90 the glory of Allegheny departs, class 
spirit dies and long-eared stubbornnes is 
removed. 

Up CONSIDER that President Wheeler 
has made one of the most fortunate 

"hits" in the manner of conducting college 
prayer meetings which it was possible to make. 
Something which, if assimilated, will build up 
moral and religious tissue is a decided 'im-
provement over a wind feast which may inflate 
and deceive and then, when reaction punctures 
us, leave us flabby and nerveless. We are in 
no position to offer criticism upon religious 
work as it has been done in the past, yet 
believing that it will be taken in the right 
spirit we venture a suggestion or two. First, 
that the Saturday morning prayer meetings be 
dispensed with. Why riot look the result 
squarely in the face? Grant that they are 
enjoyed by such as are already active Christian 
workers, yet it is an alarming fact that they 
have disaffected many who were favorably dis-
posed at first, and have almost universally 
repelled such as make no profession. Why 
should the Christian young men of the college 
not be willing to abandon a method which 
time has shown unavailing and try some other 
means which at least will not be negative in 
their influence? After the newness of things 
has worn off students are not very entertain-
ing or instructive to each other and In public 
religious leadership pose as pitable failures. 
Earnestness, desire to do good, and such like 
are all right, but more is required; it takes a 
sprinkling of thought in religion, it takes tact, 
it takes a something personal and unacquired 
which not everybody has. Instruction and 
guidance from older heads and more exper-
ienced hands is Superlatively needful among 
students. Let us have more of such as we 
receive in Dr. Wheeler's chapel talks and in  

his Tuesday evening addresses. 	No young 
man can afford to miss them. 

EifFrarg. 
gob's 2llusic. 

Man's spirit must search and listen 
For the music that ever stirs 

In the beating heart of nature 
For her reverent worshippers. 

We will hear it at the stream-side 
In its calm and placid flow, 

Revealing His" peace like a river" 
That every soul may know; 

On its broad and burnished bosom 
He will learn the lesson of trust, 

And dream of the infinite bosom 
Where man is no longer but " dust!' 

He will hear it in the forest— 
God's temple at the first; 

In its grand old oaken columns 
Which echo with the burst 

Of Godlike power and majesty 
Up to the dim dome above 

And then, returning, whispers 
In every leaf of love. 

He will hear the music of heaven 
In the whirr of each sparrow's wing; 

For he knows that God watches over 
Even so little a thing. 

Truly, the waiting worshipper 
May hear the airs from above 

Played, in the meanest or greatest 
Of God's wonderful works of love, 

And truly, man's spirit must listen 
For the music that ever stirs 

In the mighty heart of nature 
For her reverent worshippers. 

F. B. L. 

(1 Z1ToZ),e1 Sig?. 

The following essay which the Kaldron 
board had secured at a great expense and 
intended to print, was by accident sent to ye 
CAMPUS scribe. We print it in full. 

• 
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There is one fish that should be propagated 
in the interest of the people, a fish that never 
looks at the clothes of a man who throws in the 
bait, a fish that takes whatever is thrown to it 
and asks no questions, and when it takes hold 
of the hook, never lets go, but submits to the 
inevitable, says, " Now I lay me," comes out 
on the bank and seems to enjoy being taken. 

It is a fish that is a friend to the poor and 
will sacrifice itself in the interest of humanity, 
a fish that the state should adopt as its trade-
mark. I allude to the Bullhead, which never 
went back on a friend. To catch the Bullhead 
it is not necessary to tempt its appetite with 
Porter-house steak or to display an expensive 
lot of fishing tackle. A pin-hook, a piece of liver 
and a cistern-pole is all the capital that is 
required. 

He lies upon the bottom of a stream or 
pond in the mud, thinking. There is no fish 
in the world that does more thinking, or has a 
larger head for grasping great questions—and 
chunks of liver—than the Bullhead. 

His brain is large, his heart heats for human-
ity, and if he can't get liver, a piece of tin 
tomato can will do just as well. It is an inter-
esting study to watch a boy catch a Bullhead. 
The boy knows where they congregate, and 
when he throws in the hook, it is dollars to 
buttons that he will get a bite. The Bullhead 
is Democratic in his instincts. 

If the boy's shirt is sleeveless, his hat 
crownless, and his pantaloons a bottomless 
pit, the Bullhead will bite just as well as if he 
were clad in purple and fine linen. At first 
the Bullhead seems to be dozing in the muddy 
bottom, and a stranger would say that he 
would not bite. But wait. Now there is a 
vibration of his continuation and his cow-
catcher moves gently toward the piece of liver. 

He does not wait to smell of it, or canvass 
in his mind whether the liver is .  fresh, or ask 
why this free lunch. It makes no difference to 
him. 

He argues, that there is a family out of 
fresh meat. " My country calls and I must 
go," says the Bullhead, then opens his mouth 
and the liver disappears. 

It is not certain that the boy will think of 
his bait for half an hour, but the Bullhead is in 
no hurry. He realizes that his days will not 
be long in the water, and he argues that if he 
swallows the bait and digests it before the boy 
pulls him out, he will be just so much ahead. 

Finally the boy thinks of his bait, pulls in his 
line, the Bullhead is landed safely on the 
bank, and the boy proceeds to cut him open to 
get the hook out. 

Some fish only take the bait gingerly and are 
only caught around the selvage of the mouth, 
and they are comparatively easy to dislodge, 
but not so with the Bullhead. He says, if liver 
is a good thing, we can't have too much of it, 
and it tastes good all the way down, so he 
swallows bait, hook and about a yard of the 
line. Of course this insures that the fish will 
be caught, but it makes trouble when you want 
to uncatch him, to take him off the hook, and 
what adds to the difficulty, is the fact that the 
Bullhead is armed. On each side of his head 
is a stout bony horn, and as you see the fish 
moving sedately along in the water, you may 
wonder what good the horns are. But wait 
till you catch him. 

We doubt if ever a boy descended into the 
patent insides of a Bullhead to search for a 
Limerick hook, that did not, before the work 
was done, run a horn into himself somewhere. 
The boy seems to expect it, and the Bullhead 
enjoys it. We have seen a Bullhead lie upon 
the bank till it became so dry its skin shone as 
if Wolff's Acme Blacking had been applied, 
and to all appearances it was dead to all that 
was going on, but when a boy sat down on him 
and got a horn in his vital parts and yelled 
" Murder," that Bullhead would grin from ear 
to ear. The Bullhead never complains. We 
have seen a boy take a jack-knife and proceed 
to follow a fish-line down the throat of a Bull-
head and all the time there would be an 
expression of sweet peace on the countenance 
of the suffering fish. 

If we were preparing a chromo to give to 
our subscribers we would choose for its title 
"Resignation," and wishing to represent a 
scene of suffering in which the victim should be 
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perfectly easy, even cheerful, we would take 
for a subject a Bullhead, with a boy armed 
with jack-knife searching for the hook. 

YI , C. -- ,(30„YY0tZc)  

What We are Reabing, 	)(C_ 
 

The study of literature, in any of its phases, 
is a fascinating one. The various phases of 
the literature of a country exhibit the progress 
which is made in every department of thought, 
and in a measure, reflect the social and indus-
trial aspects of the time. The student of liter-
ature in the next century will need no other 
proof of the unsettled condition of affairs in 
this country at the present time than the mere 
fact that books professing a remedy for the 
evils, such as the works of Bellaney and Henry 
George, found a ready sale among us. 

In the past, if we wish to gain a clear idea 
of the fierce reaction which set in against 
Puritanism in England during the seventeenth 
century, we can do so better by reading 
Butler's Hudibras than from the pages of 
Hume. These books show us the political 
aspects of the time, we can judge from them 
of the social conditions of the nation, but the 
literature of any period shows also the moral 
and intellectual status of its readers. 

When we read the licentous plays of 
Wycherly and Dryden, the novels of Fielding 
and Smollett, we can easily picture to ourselves 
the coarse Englishman of the early part of 
the eighteenth century who demanded such 
literature. 

With this fact in mind, that a nation's char-
acter and intellectual culture is portrayed in 
the books it reads, let us consider the popular 
literature of to-day. 

By a glance at the catalogue of any publish-
ing house, we see that fiction, in the form of 
the modern novel, outnumbers everything else. 

Poetry, science, theology and history are all 
out-stripped by the novel, because it embraces 
them all, and for many readers takes their 
place. 

The novelist of to-day writes a tale of the 
time of Henry VIII, and straightway the 
reading public are introduced to the unfortun- 

ate Wolsey, Anne Boleyn, Sir Thos. More, 
Catherine of Aragon and a score of other 
important historical personages, of whom 
otherwise they would perhaps never have 
heard. Thus we learn history, in a very pleas-
ant fashion, from the novel. 

When a new phase of religious thought is to 
be brought before the people, an elaborate 
treatise is not written upon the subject, but 
the theories are put into the mouth of a prophet 
who figures as the hero of a novel. 

So we get theology and amusement at the 
same time, and with but little effort. 

Any new discovery in science is eagerly 
seized upon by the novelist, who finds in it the 
material for a successful plot. If electricity is 
harnessed, Jules Verne, seeing grand possibil-
ities in the fact, takes us voyaging beneath the 
sea in an electric ship. 

We must have something to satisfy the crav-
ing for poetry, so we have novels that may 
fitly be called lyrics or prose poems. 

So we see that the novel has taken the place, 
to a great extent, of all these branches of 
literature ; it stands at the head, and well has 
Dean Stanley said of it ; " Poetry may kindle 
a loftier fire, the drama may rivet the attention 
more firmely, science may open a wider horizon, 
philosophy may touch a deeper spring, but no 
works are so penetrating or so persuasive, enter 
so many homes or attract so many readers, as 
the romance or novel of modern times." 

The novel takes the lead at the present 
time, and to it we must go if we would find out 
what the majority of readers depend upon for 
their mental pabulum. 

To-day the shelves of our book-stores are 
piled with copies of Looking Backward ; last 
year Robert Elsmere was the book to read ; a 
short time before the Quick or the Dead and 
" She " with its attendant series were the books 
that were the most popular. 

So it has been for some time, one book suc-
ceeds another, till it, in turn, is neglected and 
forgotten. 

Now what conclusions are we to draw from 
these facts ? We can readily see from the 
sudden popularity and great sale of these 

• ■ • 
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books, that Americans are a nation of readers. 
They all read, and they read almost every- 
thing. 

Even the man who cares only for his news-
paper is sure to find some literary matter of 
more or less merit on the inside pages of his 
favorite sheet. When a new book has received 
several contradictory criticisms, or has been 
condemned as being unfit to read, immediately 
a rush is made upon the, bookstores to secure 
it. The fashionable lady gives part of her 
time to it at the summer resort ; the typewriter 
girl takes it down to the office to read when 
copy is short ; the traveling man buys it on 
the cars ; in fact everybody who can do so, 
buys the book, reads it, proudly announces he 
has read it, and advises others to do so, be-
cause it is now the book. 

The character of the book varies as widely 
as the criticisms upon it. To-day we read the 
novel dealing with social questions, yesterday 
the religious novel, the novel of controversy, 
was the one to read, and the day before we 
read the supernatural or the sensational with 
the same relish, and to-morrow—what ? 

But there is something else to be considered 
beside the wide reading of the popular book, 
and that is its ephemeral character. The 
books of the clay last but for the (lay, Robert 
.Elsmere is sold no longer, Haggard's African 
romances are getting a trifle stale, and even 
Looking Backward only keeps up until a new 
rival shall step into the field. Truly these 
writers have been the lions of their day, but of 
their day only ; they are soon dethroned by 
someone else who writes a book the public will 
buy, read and talk about. It is a deplorable 
fact that the books which are the most widely 
read, the books which are sold in such large 
numbers, the books which, to use the pub-
lisher's phrase, have the greatest run, are the 
books which one buys in paper covers because 
he knows they will not be read a second time. 

Milton's definition of a good book—"the 
precious life-blood of a master-spirit, embalmed 
and treasured up to a life beyond death," 
scarcely applies to the novel of to-day, as one 
of these rarely outlives its author. 

Now we have seen that in dny period the 
popular books are an index to the intellectual 
growth of the people Then let us suppose a 
literary man in the next century asking what 
authors were the most popular in the Victorian 
epoch. He consults a work of reference, sees 
a long list of names, some real, some assumed, 
few of whom he has ever heard of. We can 
imagine his surprise, and we need not be sur-
prised ourselves if he concludes that as the 
most popular writers of our time were scarcely 
heard of afterward, the people who read such 
authors in preference to any others must have 
been deficient in literary culture. Whether his 
verdict would be correct or not, let us examine 
some of the causes why this ephemeral liter-
ature is so popular. One reason for it is to be 
found in its comparative cheapness. Taking 
as an example our Standard American pub-
lishers, Houghton, Mifflin & Co., their books 
range in pride from one dollar a .volume up-
wards, while for twenty-five cents you can get 
a cheaply printed book containing as much 
reading matter. Another cause is the ten-
dency of the age to read this sort of literature. 
They prefer it to anything else. It is so pleas-
ant to buy a book whenever you have an hour 
to spend alone, and to begin it with the assur-
ance that you will be enabled to pass the hour 
agreeably. The popular book is written in a 
form to amuse, it supplies a demand for amuse-
ment, hence its popularity. 

But someone may say that we need some-
thing more than amusement, that it is a re-
proach upon us that we choose such hooks to 
read. True it is, but how shall we reform it ? 
People will read what they choose. In France 
the Forty Immortals of the Academy prescribe 
to a great part of the educated classes what 
they shall read, but here we have no court in 
which to condemn these offenders except the 
decisions of the self-constituted critics. We 
can now point with pride to a distinctively 
American literature, but if this is the kind of 
literary food we are to have, what will be the 
character of that literature in a few years ? 
This question can only be answered by time, 
that solver of all problems, but if we cannot 
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reform the taste of the public for this kind of 
books, we can at least refrain from reading 
them ourselves, and if in the next decade we 
should see such a reduction in the price of 
really good books as will enable us to buy the 
best as cheap as the Seaside Library, and when 
we will buy the better class of books and read 
them, we may hope that we can speak with 
pride of our popular books, and that they will 
be of such a character as to make our Amer-
ican literature sustain the glorious promise 
given by its past. B. A. H. 

ofirrpgp 	Drib. 
At first thought it would seem unnecessary 

to mention the subject of conversation among 
students, who are supposed to live in an ele-
vated intellectual atmosphere. Yet among a 
body of students is not the average conversa-
tion one that will not broaden, enlighten and 
elevate? One of the chief results of the class-
room is to fix in the mind a particular study 
and give the student a working knowledge of 
it. For unless you can readily use your knowl-
edge it is of no avail to you. Madame De 
Stael will ever be noted as a conversationalist, 
but her topics were not of trifles. Some even-
ing take time to consider all of your conversa-
tions of the day, separate those of trifles and 
those of moment, and then decide which you 
now care to remember and cherish. Do not 
understand us to say that talks on "the 
weather" have not their place, for "all study 
and no play makes Jack a dull boy." The fol-
lowing clipping makes its point for both sexes : 

Grace I  last Summer visited for the 
first time her cousins in Dunville. Her repu-
tation preceded her. She was beautiful, clever, 
a fine musician, an ambitious artist. Louisa 
and Jane, used to quiet village life, were 
alarmed and anxious,until their cousin's cordial 
manner and laughing face relieved them. 

She arrived in the morning, and by the time 
the noon dinner was over they were enthusias-
tic in admiration of her beauty and wit. She  

knew all the new music, and had met almost 
everybody worth knowing in seaboard cities. 

During the afternoon one of their compan-
ions called. 

"That is my dearest friend," Louisa said 
when she was gone. 

"How oddly she resembles a little white 
owl," remarked Grace, carelessly. 

Louisa was startled and silent. Undoubt-
edly, with all of Mary's virtues and graces, she 
did look like a fluffy white owl. 

"Uncle Joshua," said Jane, when another 
caller went out, "is considered the most just 
judge on the bench in this State. He is your 
uncle too, Grace." 

"How glad I am ! But do his trousers al-
ways bag so at the knee?" 

Her cousin laughed ; but they were 
plexed and frightened. It was not ill-nature ; 
she was so mere and gay. She had probably 
had a keen, artistic eye. Certainly they never 
before had seen Uncle Joshua's baggy trousers, 
nor Dr. Floyd's red nose, nor observed how 
much like a terrier dog Aunt Susy looked, nor 
how like a file dear grandpa's voice was. Their 
little world seemed to start out in new lights 
and to take on new meanings. 

Presently Louisa and Jane timidly began to 
imitate her sallies of personal criticism, and 
were astonished to find how easy it was to 
bring a laugh and applause, with ridicule. But 
in the course of a month they found that they 
had oddly lost the power of seeing beyond 
these absurd points in their friends. How could 
they remember Aunt Susy's noble life when 
her ridiculous nose was in sight? They could 
not gather the meaning of the sermon, because 
the new preacher's eyes were crossed, and they 
were actually ashamed now to speak of his 
noble life or the truths in the sermon. Noses 
and trousers and crossed eyes were the import-
ant matters of life. Every day their horizon 
grew narrower and the world meaner. 

Grace did not leave them until September. 
"Open the windows ! Let the fresh air in 

once more," said Uncle Joshua, as she drove 
away. "There are people who for the sake of 
raising a laugh, belittle their talk, their minds 

per- 
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and at last the lives of all who fall under their 
influence." 

"She had a quick eye," said Louisa apologet-
ically. 

"For personal peculiarities ; but even a dog 
looks below them. He does not care whether 
his master has a broken nose or a glass eye. It 
is his soul that he reeds in his face ; his kind-
ness, or cruelty, or love. Shall we be more 
blind than a dog?"—Youth's Companion. 

Extemporaneous speaking is having a trial 
in Philo, and with suitable subjects is a success. 
For it is a waste of time to speak on subjects 
which would never occurr in practical life ; i. 
c., grass, greenness, or greeny. The Haver-
fordian expresses the benefits accruing from it: 

The power to speak extemporaneously is 
one of the most desirable attainments of the 
successful mail. Those who can readily ex-
press their views on a subject in a concise, in-
telligent way, at a moment's notice, have a 
great advantage and influence over their fel-
lows. Those few simple words addressed to a 
mob in perilous times, "God reigns, and the 
government at Washington still lives," were 
enough of themselves to entitle the man who 
delivered them to the respect of the nation. 

Notwithstanding its great value, extempor-
aneous speaking is very much neglected by the 
majority at the time most favorable for its 
cultivation. The average student is prone to 
overlook its importance. It should be neces-
sary a part of college education as theme-
writing, and no man should leave college with-
out being competent to stand before an 
audience, and feel in a measure at ease. Of 
course, to do this requires in the first place 
self-control, then full knowledge of the subject, 
and likewise the power to analyze it from be-
ginning to end while speaking. Every student 
truly desirous of making the most of himself, 
should not mind the extra work and care it 
will take in order to obtain this power. He 
will have to deny Himself some pleasure, no As every person has an end, an aim in life 
doubt, but in the end he will be repaid tenfold. toward which he makes everything bend, so 
He will gain the power of rapid and correct should the student pursue his studies and re a d_ 

thinking ; his mind will be brightened, and his ing along certain lines, knowing everything of 
intellectual character will be improved in every something, rather than something of every- 

way ; he will be enabled to form (pick-  and 
mature judgments, and arrive at a decision on 
a subject before some of those about him have 
comprehended its nature 

Having common sense, it is necessary to 
have it backed with stamina and principle, a 
true knowledge of the value of an education 
and a high aim. Speaking of the use of com-
mon sense, the Aegis says: 

To no person is common sense of more im-
portance than to the student. In order to 
secure the full force of a university education 
his mind must be capable of receiving, com-
pairing and judging problems when presented 
to it. The strength of this faculty is in pro-
portion as the mind is able to view at once a 
large number of ideas, and ascertain the truth. 
Having common sense, a student should be 
governed by it. There is also great need of 
common sense in the prosecution of a study. 
It is very important to see things as they are, 
to be able to penetrate to the pith of a subject, 
and from a mass of details select only the vital 
points. It should decide the amount of exer-
cise to be taken, and the amusements to be 
participated in. 

Yet we see around us every day a lack of 
the exercise of this faculty. Here a student is 
carrying five studies and doing justice to none. 
There another with the same number, doing 
justice to the studies, but not to himself, for he 
takes no physical exercise. Here one taking 
"snaps." This one "cutting" a recitation be-
caw.e he is not prepared, that one, in order to 
prepare for the next, and so on ad infinitum. 
Yet common sense tells all of these that they 
are doing wrong, that they are injuring them-
selves and no one else. Still they persist in 
their fatal course. 

This should not be so. Common sense 
should be the guide of all students. It has 
has been of all successful ones. 
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thing, For the curriculum of the college will 

The object of an education is two fold, a fact 
that in these practical days is apt to be lost 
sight of. We study not only to acquire prac-
tical knowledge, but also to form correct habits 
of thinking and judging, and to be able to 
concentrate our efforts when necessary. That 
the latter are the principal objects to be at-
tained, is shown by the recent statement of an 
eminent New York lawyer that, almost to a 
man, the real lawyers of that city were college-
bred men. Shrewd men with little education 
might establish an immense practice, but those 
well-grounded in the fundamental principles of 
the law, whose opinions would have weight 
when great issues were at stake, had spent 
their four years in college. In this age of 
diversification no man can, in the short time 
that is allotted him, learn everything that is to 
be known. He must limit his range of studies. 
Why not limit them so that what he does 
learn, instead of being a disconnected mass of 
facts over NN hich he has no control, may be 
ever with in such shape as to be always pre-
sentable? 

In looking backward it seems to many that 
their work has been too disconnected to be of 
the highest value. Much better results xvould .  
have been reached if, instead of trying to ac-
quire a smattering of everything, some definite 
course as mathematics, history, or literature 
had been begun in the freshman year and pur-
sued throughout the course. By this means a 
foundation might have been laid on which the 
superstructure built from the rest of the course 
might firmly stand. 

The freshmen should consider this matter 
well before entering upon a disc.onnected 
course of study. Think over this problem, con-
sult authorities and ascertain for yourselves. 
whether this is not the correct solution. Unless 
you do this some of you in the near future may 
look back with regret on your college course 
while realizing the additional benefits that 
might have been derived. 

The Tablet shows how liable we are to be- 

how necessary that w e should have contact 
with other men and colleges than those in our 
small sphere in order to become broad and 
aware what a small dot on the earth's crust 
we are. 

A person will never be himself till he associates 
with his equals, and associates with them freely. 
The boy who has gone to the public schools 
from the first, and has had his ambition quick-
ened and his powers developed by contact with 
those of his own age, enters upon the struggle 
for success in life with a far brighter prospect 
than he does who has obtained his instruction 
from private tutors, and who, when he has 
finished his systematic course of study, is 
thrown into the world with only the most hazy 
and distorted idea of what he is to encounter. 
He stands at the same disadvantage that an 
untrained race horse does to one that has been 
on the track all his life. 

Many a boy in a mountain school regards 
himself as the coming man of the century, 
because in the small sphere of his acquaint-
ances there is none to equal him. But let him 
go to some other school, and there the bright 
sunshine of his hopes is turned into pale moon-
shine by the rising splendor of another genius. 
Let the latter go to a higher school and he 
finds some one that takes the laurels from his 
brow. Verily, verily, we may say that a very 
small man, in a very small place, may seem 
very big, but in a very big place he will seem 
very small. The more we associate with our 
fellowmen the more likely will we be to see 
ourselves through glasses that neither magnify 
nor diminish. 

Not to discourage the " gym enthusiasm, 
yet to make us more contended with our lack 
of a gymnasium we clip from the locals of the 
College Transcript. 

In conversation with the Director, the local 
editor was informed that the gymnasium is not 
now a self-supporting institution, because of 
the small number enrolled for practice. Fur-
thermore, unless there be a revival of interest 
along this line, he will recommend that its 

give him an insight, a taste of and for, and a come egotistical within a narrow horizon, and 
foundation for those -everything. As ex-
pressed by an exchange: 
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doors be closed next term. Not long ago, the 
cry was " Give us a gymnasium ! 	" Give us a 
gymnasium ! 	" No wonder students go forth 
from the college, broken in health. -  The  
gymnasium is here, but it is not appreciated. 
In some colleges, this practice is made com-
pulsory for the lower classmen. 'Perhaps a 
similar requirement would not be unwise in the 
0. W. U. 

Heydrick now lives in town. 

Ask Dice where he caught his fish. 

Clare preached in Sharon on the 20th. 

W. H. Whitfield did not return to college 
this term. 

Ask Chamberlain when he is going to Green-
ville again. 

The college patronized Herrmann well Sat-
urday evening. 

Miss Genevieve Bush, who was out of college 
last term, has returned. 

A new class has been organized in Geometry 
with Mr. Freeman as tutor. 

Mr. H. Grant, of Clevelarld, recently visited 
his niece, Miss Georgia Grant, at the Hall. 

Mr. Byerly, of Sharpsville, Pa., was the 
guest of his daughter at the Hall last week. 

J. B. Slaven, '91, has accepted a position as 
draughtsman with the Ball Engine Works of 
Erie. 

The batallion drills on the Diamond now in 
pleasant weather, and present a very imposing 
appearance. 

Class in surveying is making a topographical 
survey of the campus, with a view to further 
improvements. 

N. C. McLaughlin, Jr., has been elected City 
Engineer, and now has hung out a shingle on 
the city building. 

On the evening of the list Phi Kappa Psi 
entertained their lady friends, at their home on 
Highland avenue. 

Somebody wanted to know who those plas-
terers were when Black and Peffer first wore 
their tennis suits. 

Mrs. Edwards, of Orangeville, 0., spent Sun-
day recently with her daughter, Miss Jessie 
Edwards, at the Hall. 

Critchlow and Harshaw preached in the 
colored church Sunday. Our young men are 
great favorites of the colored people. 

Dr. Husted, of Oberlin, came to Meadville 
Tuesday in the interest of the city Y. M. C. A. 
Students who join need not pay their fee until 
they return in the fall. 

Any person contemplating the purchase of a 
tennis racket will do well to consult the busi-
ness board of the KaIdron, which can furnish 
a good racket at a reduction. 

S. J. Herben. '89, was recently chosen asso-
ciate editor of the Epworth Herald, the organ 
of the Epworth league. The first number will 
appear about May T.—Northwestern. 

The ladies of Hulings Hall were recently 
the recipients of an elegant present, in the 
form of a fine tennis set. A court has been 
made in front of the Hall for the use of the 
ladies. 

Russell is developing a reputation as a 
"moving" speaker. He called a meeting of 
the Preps last week on some Kaldron business 
and as soon as he began to speak they all 
moved out the chapel door. 

The Saturday morning prayer meetings, 
which have been held for about two years, 
have been discontinued, at least, for the bal-
ance of the term. Classes will recite in the 
usual order on Saturdays hereafter. 

Mr. Ralph B. Ritz, '89, who has spent the 
year at Bellevue Hospital Medical College, 
New York, spent several days last week with 
college friends. He expects to return for an-
other short visit in two or three weeks, 
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Rev. J. A. Parsons, '88, pastor of the M. E. 
church at Saegertown, Pa., visited chapel last 
week. 

Miss Corinth L. Crook, whom many w ill re-
member as Instructor in French and German 
in Allegheny, is now similarly engaged in a 
college at Mt. Vernon, Iowa. 

The Missionary Society had a very interest-
ing meeting last Sunday evening. The subject 
was China. Miss Watson read a paper ; Miss 
Howard and Mr. Shatto each had an essay. 
Mr. Multer, Assistant State Secretary of the 
Y. M. C. A., was present and gave a very in-
teresting little talk. 

The committee appointed in chapel not long 
ago to discuss the matter of entering the West-
ern Pennsylvania Oratorical contest, to be 
held at Pittsburg, have decided to enter the 
race. A .preliminary contest, to decide Alle-
gheny's representative, will occur May 23d. 
The wisdom of entering an oratorical contest 
of this grade is doubted by many of the stu-
dents. 

The Science Club held its second regular 
meeting on the 24th and besides the regular 
performances the club was entertained by a 
talk by Prof. Montgomery on his "Western 
Trip." He held the attention of the club for 
over an hour, and the talk was enjoyed by all. 
Messrs. Eighmy, Gibson, Russell, Fradenburg, 
McClelland and Shryock were elected mem-
bers. 

The outlook for the new Kaldron is very 
bright. The subscriptions have so much ex-
ceeded the expectations that the boa'rcl re-
cently attempted to increase the edition, but 
as the type of the first forms had been thrown 
down, it was impossible. The price of the 
Kaldron consequently has been raised to one 
dollar and twenty-five cents to those who do 
not subscribe before publication. The matter 
for the Kaldron is all in and is about half 
printed. The publication will be issued about 
the first of June and promises to surpass any 
previous efforts. This year's Kaldron will be 
larger and better than any before, and you will 
be sure to be mentioned. 

Zeta Pi seems to have an active chapter 
here. 

Miss Jean Frey, '93, was recently initiated 
into Kappa Kappa Gamma. 

One of the Sigs says that they have been 
working and swearing over their new tennis 
court. 

The Phi Delta Thetas have constructed a 
new tennis court on the Campus, across from 
Ruter Hall 

A game of base ball was played between Phi 
Gamma Delta and Sigma Alpha Epsilon last 
week. The score was 28 to 24 in favor Phi 
Gamma Delta. 

On Saturday a game of ball was played be-
tween the Phi Kappa Psis and the Phi Gamma 
Deltas The result was i6 to (3 in favor of 
Phi Kappa Psi. 

The Phi Delta Thetas gave one of their 
very pleasant receptions to their lady friends 
last Wednesday evening, the 3oth. About 
twenty guests were present and report having 
spent an enjoyable evening. The refreshments 
were served by Butler. 

The fraternity world at Allegheny is open 
mouthed in expectation of the coming event, 
the Pan-Hellenic banquet. Great care is being 
taken to make it a complete success. Frater-
nity men remember how pleasant last year's 
occassion was and will do all possible to make 
the coming one even more enjoyable. 

C. G. Coup, '89 is in the signal office at To-
ledo, 0. 

Morris Francis Laughlin, class '83 is practic-
ing law at Beatrice, Neb. 

Frank J. Thomas, '85 is principal of the city 
schools at Tuscola, Ill. 

• 
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" H. K. Stoner, M. D., 1210 Euclid avenue, 
Cleveland," is the address of a very prosperous 
young physician. 

E. E. Cary, a former student of Allegheny, 
now enjoys a large practice in medicine in 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

Lafayette Perkins, '86 is in the law office of 
Winter & Elam, successors to President Har-
risons' old law firm, Indianapolis, Ind. 

" Mockingbird," T. S. Vickerman, is principal 
of the Union Schools of Fort Edwards, N. Y. 
Mr. Vickerman says he owes his fine position 
to the military department of Allegheny Col-
lege. 

COLLEGE AND SHE, 
,t,:tinciitt, s  .11N: 

.bright  
 t I ca  College 

early ev e r
i yn 

month. Six MONTHS 25 CENTS Try it 

COLLEGE STUDENTS who would like to earn from 
too to 5500 during vacation months are invited to correspond 

with the undersigned. Send for our illustrated catalogue, and 
if you will state just when you will be ready to commence work, 
and how long you can continue at it, we will guarantee to make 
you an acceptal,le proposition. CHARLES L. WEBSTER 
& CO., Publishers of the Grant and Sheridan Memoirs, Mark 
Twain's books, and other standard works, No. 3, East Four-
teenth Street, New York. 

$75.6  t o  $250 , 67. A 
r s 	 NbV eh OM  a( 2 11  I Ll furni shr rk ingafhororusse 

and give their whole time to the business. Spare moments may be 
profitably employed also A few vacancies in towns and cities. 

B. F. JOHNSON & CO., moon Main St., Richmond, Va. 

Miss Helen M. Hayes, class '83, who has 
been abroad for the past ten months, sailed 
for New York, April 26th, on the Arizona of 
the Guion line. After visting relatives in 
Brooklyn, she. will return to her home in 
Washington, D. C. 

CONSPIRACY I I 
AGAINST OUR 

PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 

An Eye Opener! 
—BY— 

R. Harcourt, I). D. 
Introduction by 

Bishop C. H. Fowler 
D. D., L. L. D. 

300 Pages, with 35 
full pp.Illustrations 
by Mr. Thomas Niist 
50e„ Post paid. 
Address, American 

Standard Co. No. 532 
Clay St., San Fran-
cisco, Cal. 
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FOR 189 0. 
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TRICYCLES. 
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ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE • 
S ENT FREE 

POPE MFG.00" 77 FRANK LI N ST.— 12 WARREN ST. 291 WABASH AVE 
BOSTON. 	NEW YORK.

— 	
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AND 

FFS 
-ALWAYS _ GIVE 
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2 0 Favorite Singer 
Sewing Machine. 

HIGH ARM S25.00. 
o Each Machine has a drop leaf, 
I fancy cover, two large drawers, 

with nickel rings, and a full set 
of Attachments, equal to any Sin- 
ger Machine sold from $40 to 

$60 by Canvassers. A trial in your home be-
fore payment is asked. Buy direct of the Manu-
facturers and save agents' profits besides getting 
certificates of warrantee for five years. Send for 
testimonials to Co -operative Sewing Machine 
Co., 269 S. Itth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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