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presidential candidates 
state their platforms 
Rick Heineman 
and Val Ettinger: 
The purpose of 
student government 

CORRECTION 

The ticket of Richard Heineman for ASG 
president and Val Ettinger for vice presi-
dent was inadvertently omitted from the 
story in yesterday's Campus (Feb. 9) an-
nouncing the names of the candidates who 
registered for tomorrow's primary election. 

TWO TICKETS VOIDED 

The ASG Elections Committee has re-
moved two tickets from the ballot. The 
Dennis Valentine—James Carlisle ticket was 
removed because the candidates were 
not in good academic standing. The Paul 
Greenwald—Jeff Gold ticket was taken off 
because both candidates are considered 
seniors and therefore are ineligible because 
they would be unable to complete their 
terms which extend through the first and 
second terms of the next academic year. 

The purpos of student government should be 
to give the students a voice and influence in all 
facets of their educational experience. As :.‘,:a.m•• 
ination of the existing methods of student gover-
nance at. Allegheny shows that student efforts are 
often not directed toward those places where 
the power to make a decision rests. Concentra-
tion on places where the students can be effective 
is needed. It is too difficult to try to influence 
decisions at a distance. 

Present emphasis on ASG Council has been 
costly. While the council is well suited for some 
tasks, such as funding campus organizations, and 
reviewing appointments, it is all too often a 
"structure in search of a purpose." 

For example, efforts to revise the curriculum 
should be channeled through student members of 
student-faculty committees rather than in endless 
council debates which often seem to go no further 
than the front page of the Campus. It is in these 
co at .1Atees that recom in E‘ndations are formulated 
and presented for final consideration by faculty 
and administrators. For maximum effectiveness, 
we should put our effort as close to the final 
decision making body as possible. One way to 
insure better representation is for students to 
have full control over the choice of their peers 
to serve on these committees. 

Social life is an integral part of our education. 
Dorm councils have the potential to assume all 
of the social responsibilities that were formerly 
handled by ASG Council. College wide social 
policy ought to be handled by the coordinating 
council, perhaps including fraternity and off-
campus representatives, which can concentrate 
its work in this area 

By specializing our work we as students ought 
to be able to present our ideas more efficiently. 
If anything this ought to increase the representa-
tive nature of student government in that any 
student would be able to focus his efforts on 
those fields that he is most interested in, if 
chosen to do so by fellow students. 

The underlying theme of our campaign is not 
to recall mythical past glories or future dreams 
but to take responsibility for our own education 
today. We are running to help administer and 
coordinate the entire student government rather 
than just a portion of it, as has been the case 
in the past. We seek your support. 

Rick Heineman 
Val Ettinger 
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PRIMARY ELECTION 
THURSDAY 

Statements have been placed alphabetically by the 
presidential candidates' surnames. 
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STEVE McCONNELL 

Bruce Richards 
and Don Rice: 
Be realistic, 
demand the 
impossible 

Up against the wall motherfuckers. This college 
will no longer be an institution of oppressed 
peoples! We will liberate this institution from the 
fascist leaders who shackle it. 

This college is under the leadership of people 
who prevent a relevance between the college 

and education and community. Our purpose is to 
create and maintain these relevancies in our 
teleologically emancipated college. 

These relevancies must exist so that Allegheny 
can aid in the basis of the revolution of the 
oppressed society. Oppression “is the bur-
densome, unjust exercise of authority or power.", 
This oppression is witnessed in the United States 
by the existence of poverty, hunger, racism, 
environmental crises, student revolt, corruption 
of democratic ideals, and by the realizations 
of Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Kent State, Jack-
son State, the draft, Spiro Agnew, and by the 
actuality of the assassinations of John F. Ken-
nedy and Robert F. Kennedy, Martin Luther King, 
Malcolm X, Che Guevara, Chairman Fred and 
Mark Clark. 

So these relevancies can be created and main-
tained at.Allegheny College our platform is based 
on the following: 

1. Abolition of all requirements, ie: language, 
lab science, physical education, distribution, and 
major. 

See RICHARDS and RICE, Page 3 
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Steve McConnell 
and Jim Murphy: 
ASG is useless, 
ineffective 
organization 

ASG is a useless, ineffective organization that 
has become the vehicle for the manifestation of 
lazy and irresponsible egos. Its major achieve-
ment over the last two years has been the passing 
of meaningless motions that have no hope in 
hell's chance of being accepted by the policy 
makers of the College. Such radical trivia has 
succeeded only in seeking publicity (the fuel 
of egos), diminishing the power of a student 
elected council to zero (if not negatively) and 
further alienating the students from the perman-
ent, and more rational, power base of the school. 
The passing of a motion, however absurd, has 
become the entity of ASG members instead of 
the important one of constructive and popular 
change. In short, the members have abused the 
purpose for which the were elected to such a 
degree that many students have disassociated 
themselves totally from the organization. Our 
candidacy for President and Vice-President of 
ASG is a last attempt at bringingsome remnants 
of power back: through rational decision making 
and moderation. In this respect our greatest 
qualification is that we represent a coalition in 
political thinking. In addition we have not served 
on ASG for which we would have been ashamed. 

To bring credibility back to the genuine student 
majority, we propose some changes in the struc-
ture of ASG; changes that we hope will restore 
rationality and repel the "circus" oriented mem-
ber. First off, ASG will not pass motions, they 
will only finalize suggestions. These suggestions 
will take the form of briefs (written up) that 
would be presented by the concerned member,, 
The Council will then take an immediate vote 
on whether it should be debated further. If 
passed the brief will be submitted to a committee 
of at least five members, chaired by the member 
in charge of the preliminary brief. The committee 
will have one week to write up the reasons for 
the proposal, its consequences, and the informa-
tion it was based on. The final brief then comes 
up for re-election, and if passed it becomes an 
official suggestion of ASG and is presented to 
the President of the College the next morning, to 
be taken with as much s:V.t as he deems neces-
sary. If no recommendations or action (positive 
or negative) is received from the President, 
the suggestion can become a motion of ASG only 
by a student referendum on the published brief. 

This system will, of course, require much 
hard work on the part of members and a return 
to well organized meetings. By maintaining a 
high quality of briefs, well substantiated with 
facts, ASG can once again win back, through 
moderation and documented rationality, student 
centered power. The power of suggestion is 
better than no power at all! 

Stephen McConnell 
James Murphy 

44' 

BRUCE RICHARDS 



r . 

FRANK TADLEY 
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We have been asked by the authorities to 
put down a few words here to explain our 
position in the upcoming ASG election. The 
relationship between the position we take, and 
the one I like to take would be purely coin-
cidental if it were not for the fact of chance. 
Politics in ASG, and life at Allegheny in 
general is, for the most part, so absurd that 
any position we might adhere to would be 
by the fact of our adhesion be in the same 
moment made absurd also, and therefore 
meaningless. So this gives support to the 
first plank in our platform, mainly that we 
take a non-position on all matters, And as 
it would require us to take a position in order 
to explain our non-position, and whereas it 
would immediately become a non-position and 
thus absurd, we submit that it is totally irrele-
vant to submit an explanation of our position, 
for in the same instant our position becomes 
non- explainable. 

What does all this mean? Have you felt as if 
politics at Allegheny are nonexistant - that 
reality and ASG are not together? Has it been a 
bad trip? 

Well, I make absolutely no promises that I can 
change any of that But must things continue in 
the manner in which they presently address them-
selves? In my opinion, only you, the student body, 
can answer that question. How long have you stood, 
or sat back, and not had the inclination to get "in-
volved." Has apathy been your excuse? Well it is 
not! Apathy is only another position to retreat to, 
but since we have already relegated positions to 
the absurd, we need not comment on that. 

But since we do happen to have several ideas 

RICHARDS and RICE, Con't from Page 2 

2. Creation of a free college at Allegheny so 
that it can be open to all people regardless of 
social-economic condition, 

3. Curriculum designed by the student so that 
it can be responsive to each individual student's 
need, 

4. Open adm;ssions. 
5. Open access to all college facilities by the 

community, 
6, The free distribution of birth control infor-

mation and the performance of free abortions on 
request at the college health center, 

7. Responsiveness of the college to the desires 
of the community, 

8. Student control of the administration of the 
college, 

9, We feel that the role of the faculty should 
be to counsel the student, not control him, in his 
academic endeavor, 

10. The removal of the present dormitory system 
and the creation of a communal system of living, 

11, The faculty should be an integral part of the 
student community, 

12, The establishment at Allegheny - of a pertin-
ent center for the coordination of student dissent, 

13, The creation of a drug policy based on the 
preference of the individual, 

14. Abolishment of ASG and the creation of a 
free peoples democracy, Since ASG is not a totally 
representative body, it should be eliminated, Inits 
place a participatory democracy will be 
established, 

15, Elimination of the President and Vice Presi-
dent of ASG because they are unnecessary and 
authoritarian offices. 

These abstruse truths are aimed at the libera-
tion of the oppressed student, college, and com-
munity, "We want the world and we want it now!" 
"We feel that if the Free Society we envision 
were to be fought for and achieved, all of us would 
actualize the creativity within us, In a very real 
sense. we would have a society in which every man 
would be an artist," Be realistic demand the 
IMI , a3SIBLE* 

Bruce Evan Richards 
Donald E. Rice 	 Honor Code— 

Pledge 

Frank Tadley 
and Joe McKnight: 
Wake up and 
get together 

we would like to communicate with you, let me 
begin, It should be made clear that we are a party 
of people, who are students and that any action 
taken must come from the power that rests in the 
people. At present the students do not have this 
power, which is rightfully theirs, and should 
seize the opportunity to claim their rights. This 
can only be accomplished by a transcending, as 
it were, of the mental position held by the stu-
dent body, This is done by assuming the power 
presently unjustly denied them, These powers 
include the right for autonomy of dorms, form-
ing of our social policy, a direct interaction, 
on all levels, with faculty and administration, 
concerning our political and edicational environ-
ment, 

We will work to the end of a problem, but will 
reserve the right to use whatever means we 
deem necessary, this is to include the present 
system, plus whatever methods we can construct 
for that moment. We will not be held to a system 
just because it is now in use, As we recognize 
the weakened position of the student, ASG and 
the cabinet will be used to strengthen the posi-
tion. The main concern of the party will be local, 
but in so much as we are a nation of students we 
will be aware of the national struggle of all stu-
dents, and will act in accordance with this strug-
gle when dealing with issues of a larger nature. 
Our concern being local then, we will attempt to 
deal with all aspects of student life, and all stu-
dents as seen through student participation, and 
student groups. In order that we may reach more 
students who have not been able to participate in 
student government, we will create two new posi-
tions in liason to the president, that of a woman 
student, and a black student, who will relate to 

the president the needs of these groups which 
may not be noted in the council. The president 
in connection with these people will take action 
according to their directions. As we are in a 
situation we cannot make statements as what 
system we will use or methods we will deem 
necessary, but rather as we are in a situation 
we will take what steps necessary that will 
bring resolution with the strength coming from the 
students as coming from the above students, 

Now this may seem a bit vague, andit is, which 
is the beauty of such ideology. It enables us to be 
divergent, avoid the hypocracy of unkept promises, 
and still react to the situation, It should be clear 
that this may result in our stepping on a few stu-
dents' feet, and this is unfortunate, but that will 
not discourage our policy, and we will try to 
grasp these people and try to explain what has 
happened. If you disagree at all with some of 
the things said, and are vague about some of our 
points, that is understandable, But if you should 
vote for us, please understand that cooperation will 
be essential, and your participation the essential 
ingredient in our success, A good example is the 
present situation in Laos. If you believe that no-
thing you can do or say will effect the situation, 
then you must be ready to put yourself on the 
wheels that run this country in order to stop the 
war machine, So if you are ready for change at 
Allegheny, be ready to place yourself on the 
wheels of Bentley. 

We have a case of the do-nothings, so wake up 
and get together, 
Frank  Tadley 
Joseph McKnight 
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Steve Miller Blues Band in concert 
THE STEVE MILLER BAND plays "some of 
the best and most individualistic progressive 
blues. . .one of the most prominent artists 
that Allegheny has ever attracted." 

----Scott Finley, Campus 

Saturday,February 13 at 8:30 	 David Mead Field House 

Allegheny students $3.00 	$4.00 at door 


