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Nationwide Peace Effort Gains Momentum 
According to the National 

Moratorium Committee in 
colleges are sponsoring efforts 
to end the war in Vietnam and 
to bring American sold. ers 
horn 

This is by far the most ex-
tensive and broadly based of 
any antiwar expression. Col-
leges, cities and towns, large 
and small, across the nation 
are participating. 

A noon-time funeral parade 
for Vietnam veterans who died 
in the war is scheduled in Mil-
waukee. In Kansas, a bell wil: 
toll every four seconds, or 
once for each of the 38,000 
Americans killed. In the nation's 
capital, special chapel services 
will be held every hour. West 
Virginia students will hold a 24-
hour fast and Washington stu-
dents will carry draped coffins:, 
A hue candlelight parade will 
be held in Philadelphia. Rallies 
will be held in many large ci-
ties throughout the country. And 

huld-_-eds of other places, 
town meetings, debates, teach-
ins, vigils for the dead, and 
memorial services will take 
place. 

In recent weeks, the Morato-
rium has gained great momen-
tum. Government, business and 
labor leaders have voiced their 
support. Local businessmen, 
teachers, lawyers and clergy-
men have joined with the stu-
dents and have helped plan 
city -wide door -to - door 
campaigns and vigils. High 
school students and GI's have 
also organized to wear black 
arm bands and distribute lite-
rature. 

In recent weeks. the Morato- 
The biggest boost cam,  from 

a former moderate on Vietnam; 
Senator Charles Goodell (R_-NY) 

announced on September 25, the 
introduction of a bill (S-3000) 
entitled "Vietnam Disengage-
m .?,nt Act of 1969.". This bill 
would give the national adminis-
tration 12 months to withdraw 
all troops and provides that all 
military appropriations to 
maintain our forces in Vietnam 
should be terminated by Decem-
ber 1,1970. This is the hardest 
" peace position" yet to be 
introduced to Congress. For the 
details, see the article on 
this bill on page6. 

The following Jay, D€mocra-
ticParty chairman Senator Fred 
Harris convened a meeting of 
Democratic senators and con-
gressmen. The New York Times 
reported: "Out of the meeting 
came a decision by these Demo-
crats to join cause with the na-
tionwide student antiwar protest 
on October 15 and to press in 
Congress for resolutions calling 
for an end to the war and a 
withdrawal of all American 

Moratorium: 

The October 15 Moratorium 
against the war in Vietnam found 
its roots in the minds of ex-
Kennedy and ex-McCarthy wor-
kers such as Adam Walinsky 
and Sam Brown. Chiefly because 
of their efforts, the Moratori-
um has mushroomed into a na-
tional effort to focus attention 
upon the impact which the war 
has upon the A.in.-tr.;ail life. 
The objective of the Moratorium 
is to present to President 
Nixon, as well as the American 
people, a peaceful dem,  instra-
tion and effort by concerned stu-
dents, housewives, businessmen 
and others to shift national pri- 

troops." 
This group;  though small, in-

cludes many influential mem-
bers of Congress such as 
Edmund Muskie of Maine, Ed-
ward Kennedy of Massachusetts 
and George McGovern of South 
Dakota. 

At a Press Conference that 
same day, President Richard 
Nixon was asked what his 
views were concerning the Mo-
ratorium and other campus de-
monstrations planned against 
the war. Nixon replied he rea-
lized that there was opposition 
to the war and the administra-
tion expected these actions. 
"However , under no circum-
stances will I be affected what-
ever by it," Nixon stated. 

Moratorium leaders Sam 
Brown and David Hawk, how-
ever, are pleased with the na-
tionwide response and action. 
They maintain that Nixon will 
not be able to ignore this type 
of mass opposition. 

orities to domestic conc;acns 
such a3 	.1.11 
October 15 should be a day of 
peaceful awareness and involve-
ment with people, with the aim of 
ending the atrocities and horror 
of Vietnam. 

Local efforts here at Alleghe-
ny have been organized chiefly 
by John Burke, Jim Ehmann, 
Buz Mallory and interested fa-
culty. Like the national thrust, 
Allegheny's effort for the Mo-
ratorium a r ms at discuss.ons 
between students and faculty,as 
well as interaction with ti e. citi- 
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CIATORII\L 
"War is the greatest plague that can afflict humanity; it des-

troys states, it destroys families..." 
Martin Luther 

Ending the Vietnam War is the most vital issue 11c g 
Americans today. The conduct and cost of the nas 
placed an unjust burden on the American people. The time for mili-
tary victory has passed, any further contribution on the part of A-
merica constitutes nothing more than a waste of lives and resources. 
The October 15 Moratorium has the potential to be the most effective 

stride in the country's peace movement in recent years. It repre-
sents the coordinated efforts of hundreds of thousands of concerned 
individuals all over the country. The goals of the Moratorium are to 
show the number of Americans concerned about the War, to mobi-
lize opposition to the War, and to bring pressure upon the admini-
stration to affect significant change in the conduct of the war. 
The Moratorium is not a movement limited to the student com-

munity; professional associations and church groups as well as 
many private individuals and public officials support its goals. 
October 15 is a unified effort on all fronts of society to stimu-
late discussion and concern about the War. 
Those involved with organizing the Moratorium locally have 

taken great pains to bring the real issues about the War into the 
open, to provide information, and to promote article opportunity 
for rational discussion about the War. Every effort has been 
taken to allow all opinions to be expressed. For the Moratorium 
to be effective it must be dialogue; it is the duty of all citizens to 
express their opinion on this day. 
To make democracy work the people must make their sentiments 

known. If the Nixon administration casts  a deaf ear upon the al-
ready overwhelming support pledged to the Moratorium it will be 
ignoring the basic tenets upon which this country is founded. If 
the government disregards the wishes of the American people it 
will be establishing the same totalitarian state that those who 
fight Communists fear. We call upon the government to face the 
reality that war in "Vietnams no longer serves the best interests 
of this country and that the domestic dilemmas we are faced with 
are more important to American security, 
The War has corrupted every phase of American life. It has 

seeped into our churches, our educational institutions and our e-
conomy, The Vietnam War is the primary catalyst for unrest 
in our society and as such adds more to the internal conflicts 
plaguing America than any other cause. It is criminal to al-
low half of each tax dollar to finalce destructive forces when 
there are so many constructive programs lying fallow for want 
of funds. 

We of the CAMPUS support the October 15 Moratorium and will 
continue to support future Moratoriums and all intelligent opposi-
tion to the War. Thirty-five thousand Americans have died on the 
battlegrounds of Vietnam as well as countless Vietnamese; the  
death of even one more human being will not justify this carnage. 
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As you pick up this paper 
downtown or on campus, keep in 
mind that this is a special 
"Moratorium Issue" designed 
to inform you about the vital 
importance of this event. We 
welcome letters to the editor 
or signed articles from both the 
town of Meadville and Allegheny 
campus, expressing some sort 
of “feedback" -- either positive 
or negative -- about this issue. 
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". . . AND HERE'S A TROOP REDUCTION AND HERE'S 
NO DRAFT CALL FOR OCTOBER AND HERE'S . . 

Anti-Moratorium 
To the Editor: 

On Wednesday, October 15, 
an event will occur throughout 
the United States that will dis-
hearten millions of Americans, 
discourage millions more and 
totally disgust millions of 
others. 

On that day, people through-
out this nation will register 
their opposition to the War in 
Vietnam by observing a mora-
torium. Their reasons for act-
ing in such a manner are var-
ied, ranging from a pathetic 
lack of courage to an abysmal 
lack of judgement. Their soli-
tary purpose for acting in such 
a manner is to pressure Pre- 

sident Nixon into an ill-con-
ceived, hasty and immediate 
unilateral withdrawal of all A-
merican troops from Vietnam. 
The effects of their acting in 
such a manner will be to in-
crease the fighting, to prolong 
the killing and to encourage the 
hindering of all American peace 
overtures by the government in 
Hanoi. 

On October 9, Zwong Thiu, 
the principal North Vietnamese 
representative in Paris, exactly 
stated his government's posi-
tion when he said,"We welcome 
with extreme enthusiasm the 
impressive and rewarding anti-
war dissent which is so ob-
viously widespread in America 
against the murderous and op-
pressive policies being pursued  

page 3 
by its government. We stand 
committed to the same ideals 
as these loyal Americans as they 
oppose these policies." It must 
be especially comforting for 
those who support the Mora-
torium, including those enrolled 
at Allegheny College, to realize 
that they have the complete con-
fidence and approval of an en-
emy government whose hench-
men have murdered more than 
35,000 Americans and who have 
wounded more than five times 
that number. It must be espe-
cially comforting for those who 
support the Moratorium, includ-
ing those enrolled at Allegheny 
College, to realize that by their 
actions they immensely harm 
the sincere efforts of President 
Nixon to extricate American 
troops from Vietnam. 

When examining the many as-
pects of the October 15 Mora-
torium, one must look at two dis-
tinctly different groups of peo-
ple, both of whom oppose the 
LETTER, CONT. P.7 
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The Gallup Poll 

57% Back Goodell On Pulling 
AU Viet Troops By End Of '70 
By GEORGE GALLUP 

PRINCETON. N. J.—A ma-
jority of citizens sampled 
throughout the nation-57 per 
cent—say they would like to 
have Congress pass the bill 
proposed by Sens. Charles 
Goddell to withdraw all U. S. 
troops from Vietnam by the 
end of 1970 and turn the fight-
ing over to the South Vietna-
mese. 

Howaver, a sizable propor-
tion of Americans-43 per 
cent—say they would like the 
proposed bill defeated or have 
yet to make up their minds 
about it. 

A view commonly held by 
those who favor the bill is one 
expressed by a young con-
struction worker from Penn-
sylvania: 

"We've started the ball 
rolling and pulled out some 
of our troops—why don't we 
go all the way?" 

A 23 - year - old housewife 
said: 

"We have obligations to 
South Vietnam, in person in 
aver 300 localities but we're 
spending too much money and 
giving up too many lives for 
something that is not that im-
portant." 

Opposed to the bill is a 
youth worker from Red Bank, 
N. J., who commented: 

The plan is unrealistic. 
You can's just pull out over-
night and leave the South 
Vietnamese defenseless. The 
situation will have to be 
greatly improved before we 
can take all our forces out." 

An Army captain from 
Georgia opposes the bill: 

"It would limit the alterna-
tives possible in Vietnam and 
tie the President's hands." 

Results of the survey are 
based on interviews begun 
Friday, Oct. 3 and represent 
the views of a nearly com-
pleted sampling of 1478 adults 
interviewed to date. 

Interviews in the study are 
being conducted in person in 
over 300 localities across the 
nation. 

Each person is asked this 
question: 

A U. S. senator has proposed 
legislation to require the with-
drawal of all U. S. troops from 
Vietnam by the end of next 
year. 

The fighting would be 
turned over entirely to the 
South Vietnamese, with the 
U. S. providing military sup-
plies and financial help. Would 
you like to have Congress pass 
or defeat such a proposal? 

Here are the results: 
Like to see Congress 

pass it 	  57% 
Defeat it 	  31 
No opinion 	 12 

Persons with a college back-
ground are less favorably dis-
posed toward the bill (49 per 
cent express support) than are 
persons with less formal edu-
cation. 

A larger proportion of Dem-
ocrats (62 per cent) than Re-- 
publicans (52 per cent) favor 
passage. 

Nationwide surveys in re-
cent weeks have revealed  
these basic facts about U. S. 
public opinion on the Vietnam 
war: 

g/ As the war has contin-
ued, a growing number of 
Americans, now at a peak of 
58 per cent, believe it was a 
mistake to have become in-
volved in Vietnam with troops. 

The proportion who hold this 
opinion now clearly exceeds 
the proportion who in the 
early '50s felt our involve-
ment in the Korean war was a 
mistake. This reached a high 
of 51 per cent in April, 1952- 

s/ The majority of Ameri-
cans believe the war is prima-
rily South Vietnam's and not 
ours and, for the last four 
years, have favored a policy 
of training and e q u i p p i n g 
more South Vietnamese sol-
diers and the phasing out of 
American troops as soon as 
the South Vietnamese could 
take over. 

I/ Despite t h e se feelings 
about our military involve-
ment, the public has at no 
time favored an abrupt and 
total withdrawal. 

Copyright 1969 
American Institute of of Public Opinion 

SEE TEXT OF BILL, PAGE 6. 



By Paul Bielowicz 

On Wednesday of this week, 
the nation is asked to forego 
its usual routine in favor of 
som7. meaningful reflection on 
the question of Vietnam. 

For my part, such reflection 
and discussion is long overdue. 
Over the past six years, this 
war has had a tremendous im-
pact on nearly every citizen 
and many facets of our society. 
With the exception of some 
members of the academic com-
munity and a handful of poli- L 
ticians, the underlying problems 
and complications of Vietnam 
have not been explored above a 
token level. 

Many of us here on campus 
think that we have an adequate 
understanding of the war and 
its implications. Many of us arE 
often inclined to "shoot from the 
hip" without realizing all the 
facts, and when confronted with 
some of the specific questions 
concerning the war and its rami-
fications, we are hard put for 
answers which extend beyond 
bland generalities. 

I realize that this is intend-
ed to be a moratorium against 
the war. Yet I am uncertain 
as to what effects such a mora-
torium will have in influencing 
the nation's policy makers to 
revise their Vietnam policy. 
Hopefully it will succeed in help-
ing to end the war. Realistically, 
I don't think it will succeed as 
a direct influence. Demonstra-
tors seemingly have had little 
influence on Washington in the 
past. The Moratorium's real 
value lies in that it can be pro-
vocative, thus transforming 
complacency towards the war 
into more positive constructive 
thought. 

As the initiator of dialogue on 
many issues, the academic com-
munity can and should play a 
vital role in informing and stim-
ulating the mainstream of so-
ciety toward a resolution of the 
Vietnam question. 

For these reasons, I would 
strongly urge every member of 
the Allegheny student body to 

ALLEGHENY COLLEGE CAMPUS 

participate in the Moratorium. 
Don't use Wednesday to grab a 
few extra hours of sleep. Get 
out and play an active role. 
Never before has there been 
such a widespread movement to 
affect change of the Vietnam 
policy. Therefore, it may be 
more effective than any of us 
can imagine. But the effective-
ness will depend on our parti-
cipation in a political, as well 
as academic, community. 

Think about it. 

(UPI)Defense Secretary Melvin 
Laird's son says he'll march. 

Comedian Woody Allen says 
he won't perform on Broadway. 

A group of congressmen say 
they'll filibuster all night. 

The Vietnam Moratorium, 
scheduled for next Wednesday 
by college students, is picking 
up momentum amid calls for a 
total withdrawal of U. S. troops 
from the Vietnam War, 

John Laird studying for a 
teacher's degree at Eau Claire 
State University in Wisconsin, 
said Thursday he'll march with 
other students in the nationwide 
protest. 

Young Laird thought it'was 
great' his father didn't object 
to his plans. The defense sec-
retary has defended President 
Nixon's policies to end the war 
throughout the past two weeks. 

Allen, star of the musical 
"Play It Again Sam," said he 
planned to speak at a rally and 
urged other theatrical people to 
join the protest. "I'll probably 
be sued... but it's a responsibili-
ty of every citizen not to let the 
administration make us think 
that silence is the approach to 
end the war." 

Yale President Brewster pro-
posed a plan Thursday calling 
for a ceasefire and a U.S. 
guarantee of total troop with-
drawal within 12 months of the 
effective ceasefire date. 

A number of influential col-
lege and university administra-
tors have endorsed the pro-
test and said students could 
cut classes. But Denver Univer- 

page 5 

Navy, Marines- 
Recruit 
NAVY RECRUITERS 

Representatives from Navy 
Officer Candidate School and 
Navy Flight Training School 
will be available for questions 
in the CU from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. on Tuesday and Wed-
nesday, October 14 and 15. All 
interested persons will be wel-
come. 
MARINE RECRUITERS 

Representatives from the Ma-
rine Corps Officer Selection0f-
fice will be here on Thursday„ 
October 16, to explain the 
various programs the Marine 
Corps has available to college 
men interested in a commissioo 
as a second lieutenant in tho 
United States Marine Corps. 

Recruiters will be stationed 
in the CU lobby between 9 a.mi, 
and 4 p.m. 

sity Chancellor Maurice Mitch-
ell thinks students would bet 
better off going to Saturday 
classes to learn what the pro-
test is all about. 

MORATORIUM CONT. 
FROM P 

zenry of Meadville. As an an 
acknowledgement of this effort, 
the Instruction Committee ad-
vised professors not to schedule 
examinations for the 15th or to 
penalize students for cutting 
classes. The professor further-. 
more is urged to use class - 
time as a discussion period con-
cerning the war and its rela-
tionship to the academic disci-
pline in which the professor en-
gages. 

Wednesday the 15th should be 
a day of peace at Allegheny. 
Students and faculty are invited 
to join in a national effort to se-. 
cure an end to the war in 
Vietn,un. This evening at 7 p,m.,, 
there be a 1).- i,fing , for 
interested students and faculty,, 
about facts related to Vietnam s, 
Whatever your attitudinal orien-
tation , on Wednesday, the 15th1 
of October, share with others al, 
national effort to end the war, 

aird's SonToMarc h 

ASG PRES. SPEAKS OUT 
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Goodell Bill: End War by '70 
S. 3000 F F 	„_,ONGRESSIONAL RECORD 

Senator Charles Goodel introduced the following 
bill (S. 3000): 

To amend the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

-esentatives of the United States, of America in 
Congress assembled., that this Act may be cited 
as the Vietnam Disengagement Act of 1969." 

Sec. 2 (a) Congress finds that the broad 
foreign policy interests of the United States re-
quire that the American military presence in 
Vietnam be removed at the earliest possible time, 
and that such action will promote the social and 
political well-being of the people of South Viet-
nam; that the prosecution of the war in Vietnam 
with American troops must be ended, not merely 

reduced; that the loss of American lives in Viet-
nam can be halted only by establishing a clear 
timetable for terminating American combat opera-
tions and withdrawing American troop commit-
ments in the near future; and that the respon-
sibility for ending the American involviment in 
Vietnam is not the President's alone, but must be 
shared by the Congress under its constitutional 
authority to "raise and support armies " and 
to "declare war." 

(b) It is the purpose of this Act -- 
(1) to reassert the responsibility of Congress 

under its constitutional authority to "raise and 
support armies" and "declare war," to share  

with the President the task of extricating this 
nation from the Vietnam war; and to involve 
Congress in setting a clear and unequivocal time-
table for the withdrawal of American troops from 
Vietnam; 

(2) to express the clear intent of Congress that 
all American military personnel be withdrawn 
from Vietnam on or before December 1, 1970; 
so that the retention of even of non-combat mili-
tary training personnel in Vietnam after that 
date would not be permitted without the enact-
ment by Congress of further legislation specifi-
cally approving such retention; 

(3) to give clear notice to the government of 
South Vietnam that following December 1, 1970 it 
must assume the burden of fighting; and topermit 
the withdrawal of American military personnel 
and the assumption of their combat functions 
in an orderly fashion on a schedule set by the 
President with a required termination date of 
December 1, 1970. 

Sec. 3. Chapter 1 of part III of the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961 is amended by adding at 
the end thereof the following new section: "Sec.' 
620 A. Presence in Vietnam. -- No part of any' 
amount authorized to be appropriated under any 
Act shall be used after December 1, 1970 tc 
maintain military personnel of the United States 
In Vietnam." 

Support 

Peace Day 
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WARC MORATORIUM 
SCHEDULE 

WARC will suspend regular 
programming on Wednesday, 
October 15, in recogidtion of the 
Vietnam Moratorium. 

All of the activities 
which are to take place in Ford 
Chapel in the morning and af-
ternoon will be broadcast over 
WARC. In order to provide this 
coverage, the station will stay 
on the air all morning instead 
of temporarily signing off the air 
at the customary 9 a.m. In the 
late afternoon, WARC will pro-
gram taped material relevant 
to the Moratorium; specific ma-
terials have not yet been agreed 
upon. 

From 8 p.m, until 9 p.m, a 
special panel discussion, con-
ducted by Bill Francis and in-
cluding three faculty members, 

Gun Bill Passed 
"The Gun Control Act of 1968 

was passed by Congress to help 
Federal, State and local law en-
forcement officials in their fight 
against crime and violence," 
IRS Chief of the Enforcement 
Branch of Alcohol , Tobacco 
and Firearms, for Mid-Atlantic 
Region Harry Mattera said re-
cently, adding that it was in 
no way intended to hinder the 
activities of hunters and sports-
men. 

As an example, Mr. Mattera 
said hunters and sportsmen can 
purchase ammunition in any 
state, and likewise can carry 
their own firearms across a 
state line as long as they are 
not convicted felons or under 
indictment for a felony; fugi-
tives from justice; unlawful 
users of drugs or mental in-
competents. 

Further, Mr. Materra said 
hunters, sportsmen, and com-
petitive shooters or andyone 
legally using a gun in a state 
other than his home state can 
acquire, with little difficulty 
another firearm if his rifle or 
shotgun is lost, stolen, or be-
comes inoperative.  

will be aired. This discussion 
has been previously taped on 
Monday evening. Half of it is a 
question and answer session in 
which panel members will in-
teract with the audience. 

Melanie will carry the ball 
from 9 p.m. until 11 p.m. with 
a special program of music and 
readings relevant to the Mora-
torium. Dave Kettle's Nightowl 
will also be geared towards sup-
port of the Moratorium. 

LETTER, CONT. 
FROM P. 3 
war and support the Mora-
torium. One group could pro-
perly be labeled the leaders, the 
other the followers. 

The leaders include such 
"outstanding American pa-
triots" as Senators Goodell and 
McGovern. They propose that 
all American troops depart from 

Vietnam by 1970 at the very 
latest. These men who have so 
often advocated freedom and li-
bery in America, now call for 
the destruction of freedom and 
liberty in South Vietnam. They 
call for complete withdrawal 
within a fourteen-month maxi-
mum period, and by doing so, 
inadvertently call for a subse-
quent massacre by the Commun-
ists in Vietnam of thousands of 
innocent people. They propose 
that 35,000 Americans will have 
fought for nothing and will have 
died in vain. 

In viewing these leaders, one 
must question not their inte-
grity, but rather their judg-
ment. One must question not 
their courage, but rather their 
perseverance. They simply dis-
agree wrongly with the position 
taken by President Nixon. "The 
peace that we will be able to 
achieve," he said,"will be due 
to the fact that Americans, when 
it really counted, did not buckle, 
did not run away, but stood fast 
so that the enemy knew that it 
had no choice except to nego-
tiate." 

The followers include thous-
ands of college students across  

the United States —stueent s who, 
in many cases, place self above 
country and popularity above 
principle. Facing an uncertain 
future, facing an uncertain draft 
status, these dissenters find a 
safe and accepted haven in the 
companionship of fellow dis-
senting students. They support 
the Moratorium often not be-
cause it is popular. They oppose 
the war not because it is wrong, 
but rather often because it is 
popular to oppose it. 

It takes little courage and even 
less principle to support some-
thing which others say is right. 

It takes much courage and 
even more principle to support 
something which you believe is 
right. 

In their self-righteousness 
and arrogance, many of those 
who will be marching and shout-
ing on Moratorium Day con-
veniently overlook these facts: 
Firstly, President Nixon has 
committed his administration to 
an appropriate rate of troor4 
withdrawals from Vietnam. Se-
condly, he has announced his in-
tention to dramatically reform 
and improve the draft system. 
Thirdly, he has announced his 
intention to appoint a new Se-
lective Service Director within 
the next month. Fourthly, he has 
committed his administration to 
the ultimate objective of an all-
volunteer army. 

Should these dissenting lead-
ers and followers simply open 
their eyes and earsperhaps the ■r  
will see these facts as truths. 

I consider the sincere dissent 
of many Americans against the 
Vietnam War to be not of a des-
tructive, but rather of a con-
structive nature. I respact the 
opinions of these people. 

It is those people who pro-
test without purpose and who 
speak without meaning that I 
oppose. It is with an appro-
priate comparison between the 
dissenting leaders and followers 
in this nation and the Pied 
Piper of Hamlin and his duti-
ful followers that I now e0h 
dude this letter. 

Curt Smith 
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Sad Songs From A War Torn Land 
Folksinger Describes War 
By. Steven Erhart 
Dispatch News Inc. 

During part of the battle of 
line, Trinh 	Son, 28-year- 
old Vietnam( 	ksinger and 
composer, sa, 	nis house and 
watched the North Vietnamese 
army soldiers move through his 
garden. 

After living with other re-
fuL- ees in a dark, dank room for 
a month watching the discovery 
01 mass graves, the bombing of 
the citadel, the dying and the 
dead, he wrote one of his most 
moving songs. 
"Corpses in rivers 
In paddies shiver, 
On all roofs lie, 
On streets turned awry. 
Corpses side by side 
_ruder bridges hide, 
At orners they climb 
Beneath rows of pines, 
Corpses' bony signs, 
Bushes design, 
(in pavements they shine, 
On roads ripped by mines." 

This song spoke for the soul 
of the Vietnamese people after 
the Tet offensive, Thrinh Cong 
Son is a popular composer, is 
respected by the Vietnamese 
people- especially the students-
because his music combines the 
plaintive serious moods of an-
cient Vietnam with the newer 
rhythms of the West. 

The lyrics of his songs are 
similar to Ca Dao, Vietnamese 
folk poetry dating back more 
than a thousand years, which is 
full of Taoist influence, and na-
ture imagery and which uses 
simple, concrete words, 

Trinh Cong Son has already 
published three books of folk- 
songs and will soon publish a new 
book, "After the Cease fire," 
Before the Tet offensive, Son 
gave concerts at universities, 
when there was still a certain 
trnount of freedom for students, 

Si . o March of this year, how- 
all of his songs, records 

tape recordings have been 
howled b‘, the government be- 

cause they are anti-war. The 
following was one of his first 
songs banned by the government. 
"A long day of sorrow 
Has come to Vietnam 
On a field of red slashes 
Feeds an ox without grass 
A long day of sorrow 
Has come to Vietnam 
Down our cold yellow skin 
Tears have flown without end 
Long days of anguish 
Nights rumbling with bombs 
Have left men apart 
With hate in their hearts 
A long day of sorrow 
Now children all have grown 
The old men sit alone 
Waiting's turned them to stone. 
Twenty years have passed. 
Despair's filled our hearts 
Yellow skin is in shreds 
On the forgotten dead. 

When he comes to Saigon, Son 
stays in an old building behind 
the Vietnamese Young Painter's 
Association on Le Thanh Tong 
street, His room has three ce-
ment walls and one of plywood. 
A parachute hangs from the 
ceiling; there is a bare wood 
table, two cots, a big wood bed, 
a cupboard with worn tin pots 
and some dark bottles. Light 
comes from an open window, one 
thin fluorescent tube and a round 
bulb covered with a paper bag, 

"I was born in the central 
highlands of Vietnam," Trinh 
Cong Son says, He speaks quietly 
and intently, "I never attended 
music classes. Jam self-taught, 
In Hue, Saigon or in Dalat, I 
live to compose music," 

He took a degree in philo-
sophy at the Lycee Chaseloup 
Laubat in Saigon. His father is 
dead, and the rest of his family-
his mother, two brothers and 
five sisters- is in Hue. 

He has remained in Hue to 
work on his new book of songs, 
"I like to compose in Hue," 
he smiled sadly, "because, even 
though our city has been des-
troyed, it is very quiet. It is 
not noisy and dusty like Saigon. 

"Now, all my inspiration 

comes from the real face of 
war. The words and music have 
been formed by the sadness I 
have seen," 

"What I fear most for my 
fatherland," he says, "is if it 
becomes a slave nation, the 
Vietnamese people will be cut 
from the roots of their true 
color. Next, what I fear most is 
that all social classes will be 
separated from each other be-
cause of hatreds and jealou-
sies," 

"After the war," Son con-
tinues, "what I fear is the be-
ginning of another war. And thus, 
its very difficult to dream of 
peace and reunification being 
carried out in our homMand." 

"I think that my songs are not 
loved by the government," he 
begins shyly, "the reason is that 
my songs plead about the suf-
fering of war, and thus my songs 
are contrary to the govern-
ment's line," 

His love songs, however, and 
songs like "A Mother's Fate" 
are played on the Vietnamese 
radio stations every day, and in 
every coffee shop it is possi-
ble to hear: (This was before the 
government enacted a ban on 
all of TCS's works) 
A thousand years of Chinese 
reign 
A hundred years of French 
domain 
Twenty years of civil war 
I pass to you a mother's fate 
A sad Vietnam is a mother's fate 
A thousand years of Chinese 
reign 
A hundred years of French 
domain 
Twenty years of civil war 
A mother's fate, a heap of bones 
A mother's fate, a hill of 
tombs, 

"I have not yet had an op-
portunity to hear many Amer-
ican folksingers, I have a tape 
of Joan Baez, though. I like Joan 
Baez, because her voice carries 
within it the sad echo of the 
Orient." 


