
ANNIVERSARY EXERCISES

Allegheny College, June 23, 1915.

DR. CRAWFORD: Notwithstanding the untoward conditions

in foreign countries, we were bold enough to invite some 

fifteen universities in those countries to send delegates to 

represent them at this Anniversary. I am delighted to report 

that all but three of the number responded with words of 

encouraging greeting. Seven of them appointed delegates, 

and only this morning a cablegram came from the University of 

Aberdeen, in Scotland, extending greetings and congratulations, 

I am sure you will have pleasure with me in listening to 

President Robert A. Falconer, of the University of Toronto, 

as he brings greetings from the foreign universities.

PRESIDENT ROBERT A. FALCONER: Mr President, Members

of the Faculty, Alumni and Students of Allegheny College, 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and gentlemen: - I should not 

have ventured in my own behalf for a moment to represent the 

delegates from the foreign universities. But having been 

bidder by the President/of Allegheny College, and realizing 

that he would take on his own shoulders the responsibility 

for my charge, I have been obedient to his call.

There is also some slight reason why I might be taken as 

a representative for some of these universities? in that I 

happen to be more or less connected with at least three d -



them, being for the time the president of the Alumni of 

North America of the Universi ty of Edinboro, and also being a  

graduate of the University of London, which I see is repre- 

sented by our Professor of psychology, Dr. Thomas Gregor Brodie 

For these two universities, as well a s for the University of 

Toronto,I may perhaps have a right to speak.

On another occasion, sir , I should probably have referred 

to the Commonwealth of universities, with its Varied and 

manifold provinces, united by a common spirit,  bound together 

by common methods, inspired, also,by a common ambition and a 

common hope that there l ies in the sciences, the literatures 

and the arts to which we are devoted the redemptive power 

that might have been sufficient to remove from humanity the 

ills  that distress it .

But today I can speak only of a dissevered commonwealth, 

of a body of institutions representing only a part of the 

world. I do not intend today to enter upon anything contro

versial. I recognize that I am speaking in a country that 

is not my own. But speaking for universities, at least for 

most oF them, that think as I do in the great world's crisis, 

coming from a university from which already a thousand of her 

graduates and undergraduates are in active service, and of 

whom already seventeen have laid down their lives for our 

cause, I can not pretend for a moment, sir ,  that I am neutral



in any regard. Put my private convictions should not in any

way be forced upon you this afternoon.

It is a time of extraordinary sadness, the like of which

we in the universities for which I speak in the main have never

experienced in the past, and which we hope our children and

their descendants may never be called upon to go through.

I have listened today and last evening with profound

interest to the discussions that have been taking place on

the American College. Not only with profound interest, but

with deep appreciation, in as much as the American College is

quite understood by us in Canada and in the British Empire.

We have our colleges. In the University of Toronto, that I

represent, there are within the faculty of arts four

constituent undergraduate colleges And unique and essential

as the college is to American education, it is also at least

in its exemplar unique in another way, in the o w e  t o  which 

we in Canada look and in which I believe even some of you who 

belong in American colleges look, those of Oxford and 

Cambridge. In those colleges there are halls of residence

a n d _____________  gardens, the outward evidence of a cherished

learning and humanity. And we believe that element which 

has been wrought out as has been mentioned in foreign colleges

 and today here,in these colleges is in its own way being

preserved for you in^ the American college



If  you will alow me, for one or two minutes - I shall 

not detain you long - I should like to mention two elements 

that stand out in our experience as the result of this 

collegiate education. And in these circumstances I can not 

refrain from emphasizing very strongly the college as having 

proved itself to be a home of patriotism. Our colleges are 

emptying themselves. You know from your experience in the 

past what the college has done for your national l i fe .  And 

where would you look with right for higher devotion to the 

public weal? Surely if  our education means anything it ought 

to have conferred upon those who have been its beneficiaries 

the conviction that it is right for them to make return of the 

best that they have to that great body which has made possible 

their education. They know surely the meaning of "Noblesse 

oblige".  You have had your experience. And if any crisis 

should come upon your nation in the future I am perfectly 

confident that you will not need to look farther than your 

colleges to find that patriotism pure, Unstained, unsullied. 

Already even in public life you, as we have had to do, have 

bestowed of your best and I need only to mention

whom we in Canada and in the British Empire look to with great 

admiration as a shining and conspicuous example rot only of 

the intellect but of noble character, the Chief Magistrate 

your Republic, President Woodrow Wilson.
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Put these colleges, I should like to remark again, are 

not merely homes o f  patriotism, nor homes of social advantage, 

which undoubtedly they are, but they are, and surely are more 

and more becoming, centers in which intellectual ideals are 

distinctively pursued. As one looks back over ones own career 

one can not help recognizing that the most potent influences 

in the molding of us and in the making of us what we may happen 

to be have been the men of intellect and moral attainment who 

stood Before us and whose abilities and character seemed 

always to be so beyond us that it required more than our effort 

to reach to where they were. These methods, exact and precise 

this intellect, well trained and well-directed, and the charac- 

ter sc disciplined that it will not allow itself  to waste, 

these embodied for us in great teachers who have stood before 

us,  are reproduced we hope in some measure in those who have 

been their students. And the college will continue to be 

what it is ,  or will make improvement, just as our universities 

w il l ,  in the proportion in which in addition to mere social 

environment there is a succession of men for whom severity of 

thought, the precision of the accurate mind, exactitude of 

scientific method, remain as great moral assets that enter into 

the rar e the whole so-called plane of manhood and womanhood.

And as we look forward to the future of the democracy 

which these colleges are to serve, we look forward with hope



because we believe that in these democracies - and we across 

the line live in a democracy just as you do - the most potent 

influences for the higher efficiency are these sources of 

intellectual and moral training. There is a lower efficiency, 

and we hear much about it today, technical efficiency, and 

great stress - and rightly - is laid upon this technical 

efficiency. Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, we are all 

aware that technical efficiency is relatively secondary, 

that technical efficiency is comparatively easy. Our people 

are becoming efficient.  Their natural intellect is being 

trained, and the hand and the eye, working in relation the 

one to the other, so that before very long they will cooperate 

in such a way as to produce a good result. But that mere 

technical efficiency is the easiest to attain in our modern 

civilization.

There is the higher efficiency. There is the efficiency 

that regulates the ordinary municipal affairs ,  that regulates 

the affairs of the state, that regulates the affairs of the 

Republic, of the Empire, of the world at large, an efficiency 

demanding much higher power, much longer, more careful, more 

unique training. And it is that efficiency that we are today 

called upon to produce. And to us who live in another 

atmosphere today it is being forced home upon us as never 

before, that unless we can be e f f ic ie n t  in those higher



things, then our struggle is in vain. There are some things 

worth dying for. We all know that. But they are these great 

things, these great things that make a man or a woman efficient

for the noble, the pure, the honorable and the just - as the 

French s a y _________________, that civilization consists in sweetening ,of

manners, manners so cultivated that the worlds can live together

as a community of brethren. And that, having our perceptive

faculties trained by exercise, long and careful exercise,
the

lasting not through/four years of college but down through

the advancing years of l i fe ,  our perceptive faculties of the

higher order trained by exact discipline, we shall be competent

to judge. And the older we get to stay the more secure will

competent

be our judgment. shall be judge whatsoever things

are true and whatsoever things are honorable and whatsoever 

things are pure, and whatsoever things are lovely and whatso

ever things are of good report. I f  there be any virtue and 

i f  there be any praise these are things that we as college men 

and college women should be competent to estimate.

I bring you the greetings, sir, of these universities 

for which you allow me to speak. I assure you we have looked 

with greatest pleasure, and I more than a l l ,  upon the accom

plishment not only of your own work here but of the hundred 

years of your existence; and we hope that the coming one

hundred years, sir ,  will be even more prosperous than the past 

have been-



Dr. Crawford: It is a matter of disappointment to us

today that the Governor of our Commonwealth, Martin G. Brum-  

baugh, is unable to be with us. Until very recently he expects 

to come, but at the last moment was detained. We are extremely 

fortunate, however, that she has named as his representative 

Dr. Nathan C. Schaeffer, Superintendent of Public Instruction 

for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. I have pleasure in 

presenting him to you.

DP. NETHAN C. SCHAEFFER: Friends of Allegheny College,

Ladies and gentlemen: - It is no easy task to represent his 

Excellency the present Governor of Pennsylvania. For he is a 

an of more than ordinary caliber. I can distinctly recall 

the day when he came to me for advice, wishing to know whether 

it was too late in life for him to go to Harvard. There was 

a time when it was mine to command, and his to obey. But the 

people of Pennsylvania have turned the tables. They have 

put him into the highest state office in the gift of the 

people, and today his expressed wish is for me a command.

And I must obey as best I can.

I did not even know what function had been assigned to 

Governor Brumbaugh before I came to Meadville. I have not had 

time to put p e n to paper. He has been so busy writing vetoes 

that he did not give me a letter or a written speech to read 

in your presence. He sends his regards, his greetings, his



congratulations, his best wishes. He regrets that he can no

be in Meadville today, for he is never so happy as when he is

mingling with professional educators. He sends his greetings

to President Crawford and to the noble band of workers who are

associated with him in Allegheny College. He congratulates

the College upon the splendid work that it has done in the

last one hundred years, and he sends his best wishes to the 
in

College and the hope that the last hundred years are but an 

adumbration of the greater things that Allegheny College will 

accomplish in the next century.

During t he past winter the efforts of our Governor have 

resulted in setting apart out of the state treasury for 

educational purposes between nineteen and twenty millions of 

dollars, and more would have been provided if  the revenues of 

the state had permitted. One million dollars has been set 

apart for a new type of education, for continuation schools 

for workers between the ages of fourteen and sixteen. Over 

three hundred thousand were set apart for vocational education 

I find that: the average man thinks that the vocational school 

is a good thing for his neighbor's son, but for his own son 

he always wishes the college education, if  the son will take 

i t .  Our Governor believes that an education which does not 

put a larger loaf upon the family table is to that extent a 

failure. But he is not one of the men who hold the almighty
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dollar so close to the eye that they can see nothing else in

God's universe.

A year ago I had occasion to say at a college commencement

- and I have said it several times since - that i f  an inhabitant 

of Mars would visit this planet and listen to the discussions 

on vocational and industrial and agricultural education he 

could not avoid the conclusion that the grand aim and purpose 

of mundane education might be displayed by putting above the 

door of the school house in letters of electric light the word 

MONEY. But we who believe in the college would not put that 

word above the entrance to the school, but we would substitute 

another word of five letters, and word TRUTH. Truth is more 

than knowledge, although the latter is the more comprehensive 

term. Knowledge may abide in the soul as a mere matter of 

intellect, exerting little or no influence upon life and 

conduct. Truth always goes deeper than the intellect, it 

touches the heart, out of which are the issues of l i fe .

Pythagoras had such a high estimate of truth that he 

said to his students that if  the Deity were to make himself 

visible to man he would choose light for his body but truth 

for his soul. when truth passes over into speech it becomes 

truthfulness or veracity. And the Association of Advertisers 

has just announced to the country that in advertising it pays 

to tell the truth. And when truth passes over into life  and

I
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conduct, then we get true men and true women, and that is what

this country needs above everything else.

I congratulate Allegheny College upon what it has done

in this respect. A graduate of Allegheny College is connected

with the Department of Public Instruction, where I can see the

work of the College day after day. I meet graduates of

Allegheny College in the professor's chair, among teachers.

I meet them in public l i fe .  I meet them in business. I meet

them everywhere. And I rejoice that the teaching of Allegheny

College has been such that those who are its graduates cherish

the things of the mind, the things of the higher l i fe .  Why

have they been successful as teachers? If  one is to teach

the truth he must live the truth. And the profoundest of all

vocation

the mysteries connected with the of teaching

is this transformation of the truth of sentiment into will 

and purpose into a harvest of new thought inssuing in life an 

conduct.

Some one has said, I think I shall use the words of the

poet:

Thou must thyself be true

If  thou the truth, wouldst teach.

Thy soul must overflow if  thou
Another soul wouldst reach.

It takes the heart's o'erflow 

To get repose for speech 

Think truly, and then thou

Shalt the world's famine feed.

Speak truly, and your word
Shall be a fruitful seed.
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Live truly and thy life

shall be a noble treat.

I rejoice in the prosperity and the prospects of Allegheny

College because it has stood for the things of the mind and

the higher l i fe .  It has been a bearer and a teacher of truth 

unto the children of men, and by giving us graduates who think 

truly, speak truly, live truly, it has been a blessing to the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, yea, to the entire nation.

# # #



Anniversary Dinner

Cochran Hall, June 23rd, 1915.

PRESIDENT CRAWFORD: We have had some very gracious

responses from foreign universities who are unable to send 

representatives, and the Secretary of the Committee will read 

us some o f these responses.

(INSERT)

PRESIDENT CRAWFORD: These communications are of very

great interest to some of us because our own alumni have been 

associated with several of these universities. In Robert 

College,for instance, our Dr. Albert L. Long, for more than a 

generation an eminent scholar and a man who accomplished much 

for the making of the new type of men for that region.

And now, Ladies and Gentlemen, I have an announcement w 

which I know will cause very sincere regret on your part.

We have no toastmaster tonight. The Trustee who was invited 

and expected to be here to act as toastmaster, notified us at 

almost the last moment that he could not be present. Therefore

 we are to have no toastmaster's stories, no toastmaster's 

jokes, no toastmaster's anything. In the most matter of fact 

way the President of the College will simply present those 

speakers whose names are upon the programme.

May I just say how they they are arranged and what they 

represent. It occurred to us, and in perhaps rather a loose



Gay, that the general thought of the week might be continued 

in this gathering after we had finished up to this point.

And so the first speaker on the programme is in a sort of 

loose and general way and as he may please, expected to 

represent the institutions of this country, the collegiate 

institutions, which were founded in the seventeenth century. 

The second speaker is to speak for the institutions founded 

in the first half of the eighteenth century And the third 

is to speak for the second half of the eighteenth century.

The fourth for the first half of the nineteenth century and 

the fifth  for the last half of the nineteenth century. And 

I shall not tell you just yet what the sixth speaker is going 

to talk about.

After what you heard when Professor Raker's name was 

mentioned down in the Stone Church this afternoon, you will 

not be surprised if he wanders very far afield from the matter

of the institutions founded in the seventeenth century. But

whatever he talks about all friends of Allegheny College will 

be glad to listen to. Professor Baker.

PROFESSOR GEORGE PIERCE BAKER: Mr. President, Trustees

and fellow Alumni Before we go back into any

of the remote centuries I should like to pause just a moment

here to thank you for your very generous recognition of the 

Pageant. I pause because I do not wish to be misunderstood.

 ............. 14
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You have, of course, given me the finest possible pleasure

in your general treatment of it . But I want you to

understand that this is a recognition above all of the 

cooperative society which produced the Pageant. The Pageant 

can not be produced by any one man. You have to have a

Pageant Master to see that something happens on a given day.

But there would not have been any Pageant if  you had not had 

Faculty which did everything in its power to make it possible, 

if  you had not had very hard working committees - I know how 

hard working - and chairmen who drove their committees hard.

To those who have been at the head of these committees and to 

the committees themselves I am profoundly grateful for their 

unstinted aid.

I want to take this opportunity to speak of an even more 

important part of the Pageant, because I may have no other 

time. I have been thinking these last two or three days, 

as I have had, particularly yesterday, a growing pride in the 

way in which the students produced the Pageant Happening 

a few years ago in Paris when I was there with my family 

lecturing, and some French friends sent over their little 

granddaughter to play with my little children. My children 

knew no French; these children knew no English. but they 

seemed to have a remarkably good time, if  continuous laughter 

meant anything. When they returned home their grandmother



said to them, "Did you have a good time?" "Oh yes, oh yes.

"But how could you? You did not speak any French?" "No".

"Your playmates did not speak any English?" "Ho". "Well

did you do?" "We laughted together."

Well the students and I have not altogether laughed together

for three weeks. We have not exactly played together for three

weeks. We have worked together for three weeks, and the

last few days we have teen getting a little touch of the play

too. I think I know the Allegheny students. I know that

me and know

the Allegheny Students know/that the promises I made the 

Allegheny students when I came here have been kept. I am 

immensely proud of what they did and because they did it with 

an accuracy and precision and a cordial cooperation that I 

think it would be very hard to equal. I am trusting that if  

the skies are kind tomorrow they will give us the very best 

performance of the three, and I have no doubts on the subject 

if the skies are kind. I want to say this ,  and I want to say 

it very distinctly and very strongly, because I may have no 

other chance to tell the students how grateful I am for the 

way they have come into the work, risen to the occasion, and 

made the Pageant a success.

I also want to thank you for the honor you have conferred 

upon me today. Until today I stood before the world a 

simplt B.A. I have never doveted any degree, because I have

16
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never wanted any degree from any Institution in this country 

until it meant the recognition of the drama at the time when 

that degree should be given, as a vital for c e  of our immediate

 l i fe .  I have served a university for twenty five years 

but I have served a particular art even longer than that,

almost as long as I can remember. So that I hope I shall be

a professor emeritus at Harvard. Even if  I can not go on

serving Harvard I hope to serve the drama as long as I have

t h e  breath of l i fe .

.

That is why your degree today means a very great deal to 

me. It means that because of something that I have been able

to do here you have recognized the drama as a vital force at

the present day that has touched your college life  here at 

the present time.

What interests me in pageantry is that we can explain the 

past by pageantry in such a way as to make the life  of the

present more significant. Now I leave it to you if  that is

not true. That, is seems to me, is where the mai n force Of 

pagrantry lies today. I feel very strongly on this matter, 

because the President has allowed me to wander from my text, 

and I will wander more or less, because as I have dealt with 

the undergraduates for a good many years we see the college 

of course change from the place where athletics plan a curious 

part to a place where athletics play on the whole a normal part,

___________________________________________________________________ 17 ____



normal

st least/as compared with what it once was, in most of our 

colleges. But what I see in the undergraduate of the present 

day is imagination. When I work with him he has his facts, 

he has been taught his facts. He is very much more awake than 

he used to be to his duties as a citizen. I am not quite sure 

of that sometimes, but I think that is true. But where I am 

very sure he is not awake is in the imaginative, the richer 

imaginative l i fe .  It is extraordinary the way we take our art 

in this country at second hand.

I have been living for nearly a year with a very delightful 

character. Now you heard my friend Timothy Alden say to many 

of you within  the last two days that he grew t i e d  of the l i t 

tle anxieties and petty cares of life  and that a man must have 

a vision if  he is not to go slothfully in the course of life 

we run. I have a vision. It is that some day we shall have 

in this country a drama which will explain to our people a}l 

over the length and breadth of this country the curiously 

complicated, intricate, differing life that we live and call 

the life  of the united States of America. I do not expect to

see an American drama, in the sense of a drama of America
play

that shall explain American life  in a single I do

hope very much that I may see plays from all parts of the 

country which shall explain the life of those parts to the 

Other parts.
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Now whether we get that or not depends to a very great 

extent upon our colleges and our universities. They have a 

very great task in their hands Some of them may train the 

dramatist. Some of them may train the men and the woken 

who will take our needs out of the conditions that are so 

largely utilitarian today and make then what they ought to be. 

Pieces where the best in the drama, from what is merely light 

to what is very serious, may be produced in the best possible 

way, produced a s  few men in this country produce and as many 

men and women produce abroad. Any of you who saw those

marvelous productions lately of Granville Barker "The _________

of the Trojan Women", know what I mean by great production. 

There is no reason why we should not have productions like 

that in this country. If  we are to have them we must put our 

educated women and our educated men into the control of our 

theatres, people who have had artistic training as well as 

business training, because the theatre can not be run solely 

as a business.

But you may think that this has not v ery much to do with 

the Allegheny pageant. It has a very great deal to do. 

Colleges may train these men and women to write, and even to 

produce those plays. But above all we have all over this 

country today to have a trained attitude toward the

drama, and it is only by putting b e fo r e  our students work o n



which the college puts its approval, because it does approve 

of the drama, of the drama under certain conditions, that we 

can hope to give our undergraduates the right attitude toward 

the drama.

I wonder if  you have stopped to think that the American 

people have chosen the drama as their fine art? They have 

that attitude every day in their votes in the form of five 

and ten cent pieces for picture shows, millions and millions 

and millions of them. What are you and I doing to counteract 

that? Almost nothing, relatively almost nothing. What we 

must do is to see that our graduates have standards. And 

the only way we can give them standards is by showing them 

in the first place that we do not treat the drama in our college 

as something apart from the college l i fe ,  and secondly, we are 

to see that they have the drama, or a chance for the drama, 

which should be approved by any cultivated person.

That is why it seems to me that what we have been doing 

here is of significance. The drama has come close to Alle

gheny College l i fe .  Now it does not make any great difference 

whether it is great drama or not, it is a drama that has I 

think made our students realize that the drama can do something 

for them at the present time in the presentation and explanation 

of their past conditions and the relation of all that to their 

present l i fe .  That I believe is of very considerable imports



-ance and is a great contribution to the general movement 

that is going on all over this country at the present time 

toward a drama that shall be in the best sense of the word a 

national drama.

It is only after all in the way in which the vision 

connects itself  with these men of the earlier centuries that 

my speech bears on this subject. But what has impressed me 

most, and it has left me wondering s t il l ,  is the attitude of 

Timothy Alden toward education, As I realize what Harvard

College did for him in his day. I see it put this idea into

his mind so that it lasted all through his life  and he could 

make any conceivable sacrifice for it .  I have found myself 

wondering whether with all our elaborate arrangement of courses 

and all the investments of our institutions, do really accom

plish anything more than that small institution at that time 

accomplished with certain men like Timothy Alden. You see 

after all what the college did then is exactly, as President 

Meiklejohn was telling us today, what we are trying to do in 

our different way in the present time. Some hoe with almost 

no means, with very limited conditions in their libraries, 

some how those older institutions of that century did call 

our proud ideals in the minds of their graduates, and could 

put an ideal or ideals into the minds of the graduates just a 

you and I want to put them today, so that the man has no doubts
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and no hesitation, but will go any distance and do any thing, 

practically without thought for himself, so long as that im

planted idea is fulfilled . And I have stopped to think more 

than once in writing this pageant how Timothy Alden could have 

supposed that the college of his dreams was really to exist. 

Not the college as he worked it out and as fate decided that 

it should be, but the college of his ideal and his dream.

I have wondered how he, of any man of that time, could have 

failed to look his facta in the face. But if those men had 

looked their facts in the face, I have often wondered what we 

should have had in the way of the colleges of that particular 

period. You see it was the strenuous, persistent, unceasing 

holding to certain ideal3, both over here coming from the 

English universities, and then faith in those universities of 

that time all over the country, that gave us these various 

institutions. And we are celebrating the centenary of one 

of those institutions here today and all this week.

And now to this my Alma Mater - I do not know how she gave 

it to me, this vision of the drama of this country - for what 

you have done here to help on that movement, and above all for 

the honor you have done me in giving me this recognition of 

the drama that is drama to you, drama that has tried to do 

something here for education, I thank you with all my heart



PRESIDENT CRAWFORD:

(Blessed is the man who maketh a short speech 

for he shall be invited again) etc. !

Ladies and gentlemen I have very great pleasure in 

presenting Provost Edgar Fahs Smith, of the University of 

Pennsylvania, who will have liberty to speak to you just as 

long as he wants to.

PROVOST EDGAR FAHS SMITH: Mr President, Ladies and

Gentlemen: - From the invitation received from President 

Crawford I concluded that in speaking of the universities or 

colleges of the first half of the eighteenth century I was to 

speak of that trio, Yale, Pennsylvania, Princeton, in the 

order of their foundation. I am keenly sensible of the fact 

that I am unfit for this particular job. But inasmuch as I 

am an adopted son of all three, I feel it incumbent upon me 

to at least make the attempts to discharge the duty our dear 

friend has imposed upon me

Yale and Princeton were undoubtedly founded that the 

people of their respective districts might have an educated 

clergy. Pennsylvania, from the printed and written records, 

was begun to educate poor boys and poor girls.  All three 

began as schools, became academies, and developed in time 

into the larger institutions called colleges. Today they are 

universities. And it may be remarked that one of the three, 

by an Act of Assembly, was made a university in the year 1779,



though even prior to that date, in 1765, it undertook to educate 

men in medicine in addition to doing its collegiate work.

The University of the State of Pennsylvania, under its 

charter of 1779 ,  was the fir st state university in our country. 

Not to boast, and I know that I will not be misunderstood, 

let me say that Pennsylvania was the first institution of 

learning in the United States to receive the name or title ,  

University.

Today, in looking back over the history of these three 

institutions, as we see it in written and printed records 

and in the text books used in them, I am constrained to say 

that the discipline, though narrow in some respects, was 

exceedingly thorough. The faculties in those days were keenly 

alive to the best interests of the students. The making of 

men, the making of character, was placed far above the mere 

subject. From my own experience and from impressions I have 

received, you will pardon me if  i say that I think we of the 

present stress the subject entirely too much and are in great 

danger of neglecting the student.

Twenty five years from now those of us here tonight who 

may be living then will have an opportunity to determine 

whether the educational experiments instituted within compar

atively few years have given results superior to those attained 

by the old discipline * At the expiration of that period of
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time the observer will be able to decide whether the man and 

the women coming out of the halls of these three institutions 

today will have made good and will have done for the state and 

the nation as much as the men who came from the same halls 

when they were not so largely attended and when the facilities 

enjoyed were in no wise to be compared with what they are now.

Yale grew out of Harvard. Princeton was a seed from the 

product of Yale influence, represented by parsons,  Dickinson 

and Burr. Pennsylvania now bears the impress of her first 

and greatest Provost, that sturdy old Scotchman, William Smith 

of Aberdeen, who gave to the American system of education the 

college curriculum which has become such a marked feature of 

that curriculum. The three institutions gave of graduates 

to all the learned professions. Yale and Princeton gave, or 

contributed, I should say, more to theology. Of the men really 

eminent in law, Yale, Pennsylvania and Princeton. Of the men 

eminent in medicine, Pennsylvania and Yale. To business, all 

three contributed perhaps equally. To the military Pennsyl

vania, strangely enough, surpassed her sisters. In education 

Yale undoubtedly excels. Princeton following. In the widest 

mission fields of the world from earliest times Yale and 

Princeton stood forth prominently, Pennsylvania, following the 

beacon light of her sisters in recent years, in recent years 

sent her sons to the uttermost parts of the globe carrying



with them the art of healing.

But why should I or any one attempt to compare or contrast 

these three colonial institutions? What they are to do 

every one in this country knows. Their ideals are lofty, 

though different. It seems to me it would be far better if 

we who are now in the harness, knowing the conscientious, 

unselfish efforts of the fathers, would see to it that we 

possess their spirit ,  that we do our work as they did theirs, 

to the honor and glory of Cod.

PRESIDENT CRAWFORD: We will now have the pleasure of

hearing from the man who is the representative of the insti

tutions founded in the second half of the eighteenth century. 

And he comes from that great Columbia which is rapidly filling  

the earth, Professor James C. Egbert.

Professor James C. Egbert: 

(INSEPT MSS)

PRESIDENT CRAWFORD: I knew as early as yesterday

afternoon that there was a possibility of President Harris, of 

Northwestern University, might be called home on very urgent 

business, but I comforted myself with a knowledge of the fact 

that one of the most pleasing and delightful after dinner speak- 

ers I ever met, an editor in the vicinity of Chicago, was to 

be here representing the same period. I did not know until
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about two hours and a half ago that this man was not to be 

here. Since then i have had nothing but desolation of mind 

The best thing I can think of in the absence of this speaker 

is to ask all the men here present who represent institutions 

founded in the first half of the eighteenth century to stand 

up. You will not be asked to speak but only to stand up.

It is rather an interesting coincidence that the 

institution represented by President Harris was founded at 

the very end of the half century and the institution represented

 by the man who is now to speak to you was founded in

the last year of the second half of the century.
the

During this last period/technical school has come into

the university in its newer form. I know of no man in this

respect better able to speak as representing this period than

Doctor Hammerschlag. I quarrel with him sometimes. He gets

a lot more credit than he deserves in some ways; in other

ways perhaps he does not get as much. In that respect he is

like all other college presidents. Put there is this thing

that bothers the rest of us about it .  I f  he happens to run

behind two or three millions in the course of a year all he

does is to go down to New York and Dr. Andrew Carnegie gives

him a pocketful of money to start all the wheels. I submit

to you gentlemen, that is not quite fair to the rest of us.

But fair or not, Dr. Hammerschlag is a prince of a fellow and 

I take great pleasure in presenting him to you.



MR. President, la d i e s and

and follow sons  and daughters  of  old  Allegheny:—

I feel  that I  am fortunate indeed, after these many excellent

speeches to be permitted to speak of a whole century and not

a half century, because what I have to say virtually expresses

to  y o u  m y  b e l ie f  th a t  in  c a u s e  o f  e d u c a t io n  to  c e n tu r y  

28

have been the equal of that of which I have been elevated to

s peak.  i t  s eems  as  t hough s i nce  Shakes pear e  and Chaucer ' s

t im e  th ere  w a s  n ev er  a  t im e  w h ich  w as  so  fru itfu l  in  th e  b ig

i ndi vi dual s  whi ch appear  to i nheri t  the worl d' s  l earni ng and

t o  g i v e  e x p r e s s i o n  t o  i t  i n  

o n e  f o r m  o r  a n o t h e r ,  a s  d u r i n g

that century. When I read in the words of Huxley some of the

things which he describes as fundamental to education, his logic appeals to me with quite some vehemence that the

lines of the great poet shakespeare   Do And a s  I  lo ok  ov er

the work of PASTEUR and read the lines of an Emerson, or my

imagination catches fire at the work in aerial navigation by 

LANGLEY, and as i think of the marvels of wireless telegraphy 

a n d  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  M a r c o n i 's  s c i e n c e  p o s s i b l e  t o  s p a n  t h e  

nation so that they hear and see and think the words carried 

without wires I am inclined to think that the nineteenth cen- tury need 

not take second place in its productiveness with all

the  previous centuries .  It  seems to  have  been  the  inheritor

of at least twenty five or thirty centuries of definite effort



so that t he race today in more widespread measure reaps what 

undoubtedly was sown in the minds of Men from the old colleges 

of mediaeval t i mes, away back into thos e times of which 

P l u t a r ch wrote .

Therefore I am impressed tonight with the feeling that

in this conference on the American College and in the addresses 

w h i c h  I  h a v e  h e a r d  a n d  t o  w h i c h  

I have given such close attention. there are perhaps one or two contributions that I can  

make in touching upon the effort which during the last half of  

the century had been expressed by the foundation of a new  

type of institution l i k e  R e n s s e l a e r ,  l i k e  S T E V E N S ,  l i k e  

Massachusetts institute of Technology, like Worcester Polytechnic, 

like Rose and Armour. Because of that the Carnegie Institute. 

of  technology, which I  represent here, is  the  inheritor of their 

experience, what it could get from the modern universities,

and state colleges, what it  could get from the older colleges 

l ik e  t h is  o n e .  A n d  i t  h a s  t r ie d  t o  f u s e  a l l  o f  t h o s e  t h o u g h t s  

all  the  idealism  all  the  m ethod ,  all  the  psychology ,  all  the   

reason, all the hopes and all the power for the good of the 

new pace of the coming race. And as I am here tonight to try to  

interpret one or t wo thoughts which i believe were not wholly  

given due weight. thoughts such as were expressed by the first 

speaker tonight. Mr, Baker. 

To My min d ,  in my  own study o f  the ed u c a t io n a l  i n s t i t u -
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tions and what they have done, from contact with the men who 

h a v e  c o m e  f r o m  t h e m ,  I  a l s o  w a s  

impressed with the fact that in two respects these men might with profit receive further 

instruction. First of all, I would say in accurate thinking, The 

ability to reason from cause to effect, straight thinking,  

we call it.  And I believe that teh contributions which have

b e e n  m a d e  n o t  t o  t h e  l it e r a t u r e s  o f  t h e  r a c e  b u t  in  t h e  field 

of  sc ience  and  scientific  study ,  have  done  a  great  deal  to  

m ake  the  college  student, the  student w ho  enters  the  

pure liberal arts college, accurate in his statement, accurate in 

h is  r e a s o n in g  p r o c e s s e s ,  a c c u r a t e  in  h is  lo g ic ,  a c c u r a t e  in

can

the determination: that there never b e  t h e  s o u n d  

the thorough, the honest, the truthful and accurate result 

 unless the processes by which you approach it are based upon 

forethought and knowledge and accuracy o f the first

order and rank.

and then I have been impressed by the next thing, and that 

i s that in  spite of the wealth of information which lies at  

t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  r a c e  a n d  w h i c h  i n t o  t h e s e  c l a s -

sical studies, our students seem to lack, at least immediately 

after graduation, the ability to picture for themselves their 

own dreams and trying to that dream the work with the same 

idealism, the same selfsacrifice, which TIMOTHY Alden showed 

when he jumped from the east to the west. And therefore who
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the great chance came for men to have something to do with the

organization of a  new work in  a  new environment, albeit  it 

was described to me as an impossible environment, I thought 

how splendid it would be if for ten years the institution 

there  to  be  created  could  be  kept  in  a  fluid  condition  in  

order that it might be purely a pedagogue experiment, without,  

fore, without definite curriculum, with only the hunger, with  

   only the desire, with only the purpose to bring into the lives

of new pittsburgh those qualities of accurate. Straight think- 

ing, those qualities of the imagination. which will eliminate  

all the gross and heavy and dark and impending commercial and 

i n d u s t r i a l  w e i g h t  w h i c h  h a s  r e s t e d  o n  t h e  c i t y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h .  
John

a n d  f u r t h e r  I  f o u n d  m y  c o l l e a g u e  J o h n  R e a t t y

h a d  b l a z e d  a  p a t h .  i n s t e a d  o f  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  the 

e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  a  l o c a l  a r t  e x h i b i t  b e  w i t h  k e e n e r  v i s i o n  a n d  

f o r e s i g h t  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  m a k e  P i t t s b u r g h  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  f i n e

a rts  b y  th e  e s ta b l ish m e n t  o f  th e  g re a t  in te rn a t io n a l  e x h ib i t

a n d  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  p i c t u r e s  t o  b e  h u n g  i n  t h e  g a l l e r y  w h i c h   

w o u l d  m a k e  e v e n  t h e  o l d e s t  g a l l e r i e s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  r e c o g n i z e  

i t s  s t a n d a r d .  H o w  e a s y  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  f o r  h i m  t o  h a v e

organized the local group and have had local exhibitions of  

professional and semi-amateur and indifferent paintings and 

to h a v e  h a d  t h e  a c c l a i m  o f  a l l  t h e  l o c a l  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  a n d  t h e n  

t r i e d  to  f o r ce th a t  e x h ib i t io n  g r a d u a l ly  h igh e r  and h igh er  and



higher, without ever doing the one thing, which Pittsburgh needed and that was to fire its imagination 

And I found that Dr. Holland had done likewise in the 

Museum, that in certain fields he was well to the front in the nation. And so with the co-workers like that of music

such as has been produced by Archer and Lemaire on the organ

I t  w a s  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  m e  t o  m a k e  u p  t h e  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  i s  

now beginning to be felt slightly at the end of ten years

in teh Carnegie Institute of Technology, still a pedagogical

experiment- not successful by any means, but trying to feel

its way and trying to utilize, to know and prove things in

new contributions which is going to make it serve its time in

nothing which you could have done to me would have given me such

pleasure than to have seen this pageant and heard these

speeches; and to have felt the good will which exists, unless

it would have been that I could have taken you with me in my

th is  w e  h a v e  b o r r o w e d  f r o m  G e r m a n y .  C h a r lo t te n b e r g ,  a n d  th is  

w e  h a v e  b o r r o w e d  fr o m  P u r in  ( ? )  in  I t a ly  a n d  t h is  w e  h a v e  

borrowe d  from Oxford, and t h is  w e  h a v e  b o r r o w e d  f r o m  Y a le .



and this we have borrowed from Harvard, and this we have bor-

r o w e d  f r o m  S o r b o n n e -  a n d  s o  I  c o u l d  h a v e  t a k e n  y o u  f r o m  r o o m  

t o  r o o m ,  s h o w i n g  y o u  h o w  w e  h a v e  p i c k e d  u p  a  l i t t l e  b i t  h e r e  

a n d  a  l i t t l e  b i t  t h e r e  a n d  b r o u g h t  i t  t o g e t h e r  t o  f i n d  o u t  

whether the attrition of all these thoughts and all these minds

i s going to give young America something richer, something 

better, something finer, because of this great wealth, because 

of the great  power because of  the peculiar  location  of  Pitta-

burgh as an environment,  whether it is going to give us perhaps

a of the men who will shine out like beacon  

lights, not because they went to great institutions but because

they came in  contract with a  book or a  man. THe mind of a  

Lincoln, formed by the study of the Bible,  his  contribution 

to literature meager, his contributions to statesmanship equal 

those of any man whose name you have heard mentioned tonight.

'The teaching power of a SHailer or a Hopkins, the contributions

whi ch go on and on and on to those who loved and remembered 

him and perhaps carried the missionary spirit beyond. THEY 

are  l i k e  th e  _ _ _ _ _  f rom Mi ch a el  An gel o  a nd  Le o na r do   

D a  V inc i .  They  are  l ike  th e  beautifu l  statues  w hich  w e  keep  

i n  o u r  m u s e u m s ,  l ik e  t h e  m a s t e r  w o r k s  o f _ _ _ _ ;  l ik e  t h e  

music  of Bach, like the music which comes out of the nations

of Europe today in their struggle and anguish and pain and 

misery and makes men feel that the nineteenth century, from
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w h i c h  w e  h a v e  ju s t  p a s s e d ,  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  a  g r e a t  m o v e m e n t  in

t h e  r a c e  a n d  t h a t  w e  a r e  n o w  i n  t h e  b e g i n i n g  o f  a  n e w

movement, a new movement which is paying its price on the 

battle fields of Europe but out of which there must arise 

something which is going to bring us peace, something which is 

bring us understanding, something which is going to bring us

a deeper sympathy with teh race, and something for which all 

the educational institutions of the future are going to be

able  to  feel  that  it  was  worth  while .



PRESIDENT Crawford: Something over five years ago

when we began the serious consideration of what ought to be 

done in celebration of t he IOOth anniversary of the founding 

of this College, it was suggested that of course money ought 

to have a considerable place in at least the preparations for 

the Anniversary. And then somebody else suggested that we 

get the money art of it out of the way immediately so that 

when the tome of the Anniversary comes we shall not have to 

talk money to anybody. We finally decided on that programme, 

and as many of you know there was a pampaign which yielded 

something over $ 600,000 ,  and that is one of the causes of our 

annucersary season.

But we never could have got that money if it had not been

for a great organization located somewhere in the east, I

think it was described by Chancellor McCracken this afternoon

as one of the "endowed /institutions".  Now we are exceedingly

furtunate in having the official representative of one of

foundations
those "endowing with us this evening, Dr. Eben

Charles Sage, of the General Education Board. Then I invited 

him to speak I told him he might choose his own topic. To 

my great joy he sent back this question, how would it do if  

I should speak on the college o f  the future"W ell I said, 

that is splendid, and I wrote back' and said so to him. These 

other men have talked about the colleges of two and a h a lf



centuries. Dr. Sage is going to speak to us about the college 

for eternity. Dr. Sage.

DR. EBEN CHARLES SAGE: - Mr. President, Friends of 

Allegheny College: - I come to you officially charged to bring 

to you and the friends here the greetings and congratulations 

and the best of wishes from the General Education Board. I 

have not been delegated, however, to make a speech, But as 

the guest of this occasion it gives me pleasure to speak a few 

words. And it has beer announced that I am to assume the 

role of prophet. Now that is rather a dangerous undertaking.

No, not so ,  after all .  For these historians who have 

preceded me and who have told us what the college was, have 

been obliged to adhere to the facts . And if there had been 

any misstatements a dozen, a score, would have arisen from this 

audience and refuted those statements. But as I am presumed 

to speak of the future, there is not wisdom enough in this 

presence to disapprove any statement which I may make. Only 

time itself can show that what I shall say is not correct.

And when time comes around I shall be gone. So I am in a 

very safe position to begin to speak upon the college of 

tomorrow..

The college o f tomorrow: The college of tomorrow,

President Crawford, will be an institution that is well 

founded, that has beneath it adequate foundation in the form
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for financial support. One of the most interesting episodes

in the delightful Pageant we had yesterday was the one in which

those gentlemen, a group of fifteen or twenty, sat before the

dignified Judge and made their contributions. for the new

institution. And for that time, doubtless, those subscriptions

of one hundred and two hundred and three hundred dollars

were very considerable. And when the enormous sum of §4,500

was subscribed, then the institution was assured. So it was

thought. Put, alas , the episode which followed indicated

that the foundation was not quite adequate. And so there has

been taking place on the part of a large number of college

presidents that same activity, and that same activity has been

some of

going on in England with reference to/those mammoth cathedrals. 

What a surprise we receive when we are told that some of those 

mammoth Norman cathedrals have very weak foundations. And 

we are told that although they were constructed of great stone, 

mammoth pillars ,  erected in a form so they would appear like 

the very eternal hills to stand forever, they are cracking 

and are liable to fa ll ,  and they are actually spending hundreds 

and hundreds of thousands of pounds to put beneath those

institutions, those cathedrals, at the present time, founda-  

tions, foundations that the Normans failed to place there.

This is exactly what the presidents of many colleges are 

finding it necessary to do, namely to put underneath those



institutions adequate foundations. And I rejoice with you 

and with others that so many of these institutions that have 

been founded on very inadequate basis are now having put 

beneath them strong, enduring financial support in the form of 

endowment, so that they will stand. And they ought to stand.

Now I predict, I do predict, I make bold to predict, that 

the college of the future, the college of tomorrow, will be 

placed upon a substantial foundation. The college of tomorrow 

will also find itself  a part of a great system of education.

I wonder how many other institutions of learning were in the  

mind of Timothy Alden when he was inspired to project this 

institution? I wonder how many other institutions are usually 

in the mind of the founders when they seek to project new 

colleges? Alas, I fear, not many, the result being that over 

the broad land of our beloved country colleges have been 

strewn so broadcast that they are apparently dumped in heaps 

in certain quarters with very little regard to other inst itu - 

tions. Such gatherings as those where we have representatives 

of the state universities, or technological institutes, of 

neighboring institutions, are awakening us to the fact that 

there are other colleges, and we are learning that other 

colleges are doing this and that and the other thing and we 

are learning to t h a t

 we are not alone in this great work, that
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there are scores and hundreds of others, and as the years go 

by this adjustment will become more perfect and we will find 

that this institution has this mission, and that institution 

has that mission, and we will find that we are a part of a 

great system of education, not in rivalry, not in contention 

with other institutions, but a part of a great system working 

in brotherly harmony. The college of the future will be a 

part of a great system of education

The college of tomorrow will be an institution whose 

curriculum is formed with regard to the needs of the people 

whom it serves, I venture to predict. Far be it from me to 

presume to say just what that curriculum shall be, whether it 

shall  be of the type of the colonial liberal college or after 

the type of the more modern , of the most modern institution. 

That is for those who are experts in this business to determine 

Put have you not observed, gentlemen, that in all  the discus- 

sions of this last week, while ideals have been different and 

and another man says it must be that, 

one man says it must be this h ave you not discovered

that beneath it all is this fundamental conviction that it 

must be what the people need? It must be what the boys

looking forward to all sorts of life need? it must be

adapted to the need of the women who have come into our colleges 

There is a fundamental agreement among you a l l ,  gentlemen, in

all the discussions of this last week, there i s a fundamental
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agreement that the college of tomorrow must be formed in a 

fashion to meet the needs of the people. What gave to the 

Pageant of yesterday that wondrcus charm? I am not a critic 

of such productions, but I fel t its charm, as a every one of 

did. And was it not this, just this, that there was display 

something that was closely related to all the life that is s 

dear to us here in Allegheny College? Its setting, its 

exhibition, everything that related to it ,  was so closely 

related to the realities that you almost saw the century?

And why the drama so closely related, and not every other

part of the educational system? And when we relate the

curriculum to the people what charm there will be in the col 

lege l ife .

I think I share with you, with all men and women, the 

longing for immortality. And yet after a ll ,  why simply live 

on, unless that immortality be intelligent? I would that I 

had the faith to believe that we should all come back again 

one hundred years from now and see what has taken place, see 

the college of tomorrow.

President Crawford, some one has said that institutions

are the lengthened shadows of great men. The shadow of Timo

thy Alden is upon us here. Yea, and the lengthening shadow 

of President Crawford and all these noble men and women that 

have been serving with him for this quarter of a century, will
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fall upon our successors and they will remember the work of 

this century. May it be ours to have the intelligent 

immortality to know our friends.

President Crawford: I am very loath to have this come

which has arrived. May I say to these Delegates on behalf 

of the faculty and trustees of Allegheny College how very 

keebly and sincerely we appreciate what you have done for us 

in coming here, and may I say to all the speakers how deeply 

we are indebted to them for the messages which they have brough 

us.  This Anniversary Week could not have been without you.

Put I have no words to thank you. Let me say to you what I 

once heard Alexander White say in dismissing a great comgre- 

gati on in W ill you no come back again".


