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Freshmen Broderick Haney, center, Tejas Patel, back left, and Patel’s younger brother, Shubahm, smile with Chompers as they pose for a picture on move-in day.

Striking a pose with Chompers

Library continues renovations into fall semester
By CHRISTINA BRYSON
News Editor
brysonc@allegheny.edu

The Pelletier Library will 
be under ongoing construc-
tion throughout the fall se-
mester. Construction began 
last May, post commence-
ment, and is expected to end 
Jan. 15. The renovations stem 
from the addition of the Gate-
way which will be added to 
the building following con-
struction. 

The college worked with 
Perfido Weiskopf Wagstaff + 
Goettel Architects on rede-
signing the main floor and the 
third floor of the building. 

College 
reduces 
available 
television 
channels
By JOSEPH TINGLEY
Contributing Writer
tingleyj@allegheny.edu

Allegheny Students may 
find that there is less to watch 
on TV this year after a deci-
sion was made to cut back the 
number of channels that are 
received in dorm rooms from 
60 to 30. The channels that 
will no longer be available in-
clude ESPN, Comedy Central, 
FX, AMC, TNT and USA.

The reaction to the change 
on campus has been less than 
enthusiastic, especially in 
light of this year’s increase in 
room and board costs as well 
as increased tuition. Just this 
year the cost of room has in-
creased by $210, board by 
$190 and tuition by $1,550. 

 “Room and board goes up, 
they should be adding chan-
nels if anything,” said Henry 
Ditzel, ’17.

  Breana Gallagher, ’15, 
who has been a Community 
Advisor for two years voiced 
her opposition to the decision 
as she did not see it as in the 
best interest of her residents. 

In a written statement, 
Gallagher voiced her con-
cern that with the loss of 
many popular channels, stu-
dents would turn to internet 
streaming to watch shows and 
movies, saying “It will be in-
teresting to see if the internet 
at Allegheny can handle the 
possible increased usage for 
online tv programming.” 

Ryan Travis, ’17, admit-
ted that most of his televi-
sion viewing is now through 
Netflix, but did voice some 
dissatisfaction in regard to 
wireless internet speed, due 
to the number of users on the 
network.  

Gallagher also pointed out 
that television viewing can 
provide a safe outlet for stu-
dents who do not wish to go 
out on weekends.  

In a conversation with 
Andre Green, ’15, former 
ASG Senator and current co-
director for the Student Life 

Former pre-law adviser leaves Allegheny
By SAM STEPHENSON
Co-Editor-in-Chief
stephensons@allegheny.edu

The Meadville com-
munity kept former pre-
law adviser Michaeline 
Shuman at Allegheny for 
longer than she initially 
intended.

Meal plans change after ten years
By CHRISTINA BRYSON
News Editor
brysonc@allegheny.edu

The college updated meal 
plans available for students at 
the end of the 2014 academic 
year. The student life commit-
tee, Joe DiChristina, dean of 
students, Linda Wetsell, chief 
financial officer and treasurer, 
and Bill Watts, general man-
ager for Parkhurst Dining 
Services at Allegheny College 
worked together during the 

See BOXES   page 7
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The photograph on the left is the architects vision for the thrid floor of the library and the photograph on the right shows how far construction work has progressed. The third 
floor of the library has been remodeled to coexist with the addition of the Gateway. The front area was opened up and a group study room was added that will be open for stu-
dent study space in January. Currently, the study room is in use by the Learning Commons for tutoring and other provided services.

See LIBRARY   page 2
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spring 2014 semester to dis-
cuss altering available plans. 

Before updating the plans, 
there were ten plans available 
compared to the five current 
plans: Complete Plan, Daily 
Plan, Frequent Plan, Lite Plan 
and the Mini Plan. Some stu-
dents have voiced concern 
over this change and began 
an online petition.  

Sarah Naughton, ’15, for-
mer director of student af-
fairs, played a large role in 
updating the plans.

“This was the best thing 
for the majority of students,” 
said Naughton. “People were 
running out of meals in Octo-
ber. They weren’t getting what 
they paid for, they weren’t get-
ting quality.”

Naughton described the 
updating process as the col-
lege taking into account the 
increase in average meal pric-
es in addition to the increase 
in cost of food.

See MEALS   page 2

After eight and half years 
with the college, Michaeline 
Shuman, the former director 
of career education and pre-
law adviser at Allegheny col-
lege, left the school for a new 
opportunity at Susquehanna 
University in Selinsgrove, Pa. 

Eight and a half years is in 
fact the longest Shuman has 
stayed at one college, some-

thing she credits to her love 
of the Allegheny community. 
While pre-law advising was 
not her original assignment, 
she took it on after her first 
year and held the position for 
seven more. In a phone inter-
view Shuman admitted that 
there was no deep dark rea-
son in her departure, but that 
it was simply the right oppor-
tunity for her and her family 

and she is looking for the next 
big challenge. 

Though Shuman left after 
last year’s graduation, she re-
mained in contact with sever-
al students well into the sum-
mer to help their transition to 
law school and any questions 
they might have. 

“I met with Michaeline a 
number of times while she 
was serving as my pre-law 

adviser and she was always 
very thorough and very in-
formative and very helpful,” 
said Alex Hurtuk, ’15. “A few 
times I emailed her just in-
dividual questions as I was 
going through the process of 
taking the LSAT and working 
on applications and she had a 

See PRE-LAW   page 2

COMPLETE     PLAN:
180 meals, $980     
MUNCH

FREQUENT    PLAN:
125 meals, $800     
MUNCH

MINI     PLAN:
35 meals, $380     
MUNCH

DAILY    PLAN:
150 meals, $680     
MUNCH

LITE     PLAN:
90 meals, $580     
MUNCH

GATOR    CASH:
10% discount for 
all McKinley’s 
purchases
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Linda Bills, library direc-
tor, is confident the renova-
tions will prove effective for 
student learning.

“It was our chief require-
ment of the architect that we 
not lose any student space,” 
said Bills. “I think it’s going to 
be a shock at first, and I think 
people are going to think 
perhaps they are losing some 
space. But actually, in terms of 
total footprint, we have just as 
much student space as we had 
before.”

Not too long after last 
year’s commencement, the 
library spent a couple weeks 
preparing for the construc-
tion crews. 

“The first couple weeks 
were not so much construc-
tion as rearranging every-
thing,” said Bills. “So it took us 
two weeks to move everybody 
into temporary quarters and 
to move the books, and after 
that two weeks, they started 
what they called ‘demo’ and I 
call ‘demolishing.’”

Once designs were agreed 
upon and materials moved, 
Gilcon & Associates began 
the renovation process. Con-
struction has been ongoing 
since May. The library’s main 
goal was to have enough work 
completed so as to not disrupt 
student services in the build-
ing. 

“Our first priority then 
was to do enough work so 
that the library to operate 
with all of its usual services 
with as much student space 
as possible and with as little 
interruption,” said Bills, “and 
that’s what we think we’ve ac-
complished.”

The circulation desk, 
Learning Commons and 
reference librarians are all 
available for student use, just 
displaced from last year’s lo-

“When the plans were 
originally set up, the average 
meal at McKinley’s cost five 
dollars,” said Naughton. “The 
average meal is now eight. 
The prices of the plans had to 
accommodate that the price 
of food has gone up.”

The meal plans had not 
been updated in more than 
10 years and did not reflect 
the current economic status.

“Times changed, ameni-
ties changed, atmospheres 
changed. What they did was 
they tried their best to make 
and adapt the meal plans to 
help out the student body 
and give them better options,” 
said Naughton.

With the updated plans, 
students in traditional dorms 
without immediate kitchen 
amenities, are required to buy 
larger meal plans than stu-

MEALS from page 1 PRE-LAW from page 1

lot of great advice to offer...I 
would say all in all she was 
very devoted, informative, 
and helpful.” 

A big part of Allegheny, for 
Shuman, were the students 
and faculty that kept her in 
Meadville. 

“There is magic in the air 
because of the students at Al-
legheny,” Shuman said. “You 
have no idea how amazing 
that place is until you leave it.”

Filling her shoes is Kristin 
Mook, assistant director of 
career education and the new 
pre-law adviser to the college. 
Mook has been at Allegheny 
for a year and a half and is 
new to pre-law advising and 
the pre-law community.

Shuman said that Mook 
was willing and excited about 
the new position. To prepare 
for the new addition to her 
title, Mook has had infor-
mative interviews with the 
Pittsburgh and Duquesne law 
schools and will be attending 
a pre-law adviser conference 
in September. 

Though Shuman left short-
ly after graduation in May, she 
was able to train her eventual 
successor and has remained 
in constant contact with her 
since she left. 

“She’s been extremely help-
ful in the transition,” Mook 
said. 

On Campus, Mook is get-
ting extra support from As-
sociate Professor of Political 
Science and Director of the 
Center for Political Participa-
tion Brian Harward. 

“Brian Harward, who also 
serves as kind of an adviser 
for the pre-law program has 
been helpful too,” said Mook. 
“So I had a long meeting with 

cation. Circulation is located 
at the north entrance of the 
building, where it will remain 
once renovations are com-
plete. The Learning Com-
mons and reference librarians 
are in temporary locations 
until the main floor of the li-
brary is finalized. 

“Of all the work that is be-
ing done of the main floor 
it is a quarter finished,” said 
Bills. “We are on schedule. 
This is where we thought we 
would be right now. We knew 
it would take the fall semester 
to finish this up. We are confi-
dent they are going to have it 
done in time.”

The college anticipated 
that construction would need 
to continue into the academic 
year. The agreed upon solu-
tion to minimize annoyances 
to students is to have crews 
begin their work earlier in 
the morning and end no later 
than 3 p.m. 

“Anytime you have con-
struction its going to be dis-
ruptive, whether you have 
sidewalks, the bicentennial 
plaza,” said Terry Bensel, as-
sociate provost and director 
of the Gateway. “The scope 
ofthe project is just too great 
to have accomplished over the 
summer. There was simply no 
way we could have done it in 
one summer.”

Once construction is com-
pleted, the library will be 
home to more than 35 new of-
fices on the main floor. These 
offices will house all depart-
ments within the Gateway, 
which include, career educa-
tion; international education; 
civic engagement; intercul-
tural center; pre-professional 
programs; undergraduate 
research, scholarship and 
creative activities; center for 
political participation and 

nationally competitive fel-
lowships. These departments 
are currently housed across 
the campus and through the 
Gateway will be brought to-
gether under one building. 
Bensel and others working 
with the Gateway hope that 
these offices will increase col-
laboration between student 
learning in and out of the 
classroom.

“The Gateway, the Learn-
ing Commons and everything 
in the library is really about 
student success at Allegh-
eny, it’s geared towards the 
academic experience of the 
students,” said Bensel. “Philo-
sophically you could say the 

library is symbolic of a place 
you could go to accomplish 
the work as a scholar, as a citi-
zen, as a student.”

Bensel hopes students and 
faculty will come to see Pel-
letier as more than a library 
once the Gateway is in place.

 “The library sort of be-
comes an academic center in 
a broad sense,” said Bensel. 
“It’s a building that houses 
the library but also houses the 
Learning Commons and the 
Gateway as opposed to being 
a library we squeezed a couple 
things into. I think that over 
time that is a goal to have 
Pelletier perceived as a build-
ing that houses three distinct 

units all of which are all about 
supporting the student aca-
demic experience.”

With all the current chang-
es to Allegheny’s campus, 
many students are skeptical of 
the decision to renovate Pel-
letier. 

“There’s already not 
enough space to begin with 
in the library to study, so to 
take up the space with some-
thing else, I don’t know what 
was wrong with Reis Hall, I 
feel like they could have just 
stayed there,” said Rose So, 
’16.

Despite student con-
cern, Bensel is confident this 
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Lucy Crozier, ’16, and Serena Audley, ’16, are not deterred by the construction in the Pelletier Library and continue their studies. A construction 
wall was erected on the main floor to keep student space seperate from the ongoing work.

change will be to the benefit 
of all students on campus.

“There’ll be some skepti-
cism and annoyance,” said 
Bensel. “Nobody like changes. 
It’s going to take a few years for 
people to really fully compre-
hend and for the new struc-
ture itself to sort out some of 
the changes that are happen-
ing. Day one everything’s not 
just going to be great.”

The library will remain 
open during normal hours of 
operation: Monday-Thursday 
7:30 a.m. to 2:00 a.m., Friday 
7:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., Satur-
day 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. and 
Sunday 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m.

him, he gave me all of his ma-
terials, we’ve discussed what 
he used to do as a pre-law ad-
viser when he was at a previ-
ous institution. So, thankfully, 
I’ve got a ton of resources.”

Mook, a Meadville native, 
received her undergraduate 
degree from Penn State Beh-
rend and her Masters of Arts 
in counseling with an empha-
sis in higher education. 

“I fully recognize it is big 
shoes to fill. Michaeline did 
some really really wonderful 
things with the pre-law pro-
gram and the students know 
her and really respected her,” 
said Mook. “My hope is tran-
sitioning into this role that 
students just feel comfortable 
coming to me and also know 
that I’m doing everything I 
can to put myself into a posi-
tion as good as an assistant to 
them as I possibly can.”

dents living in North Village, 
Allegheny Commons or in 
houses. 

Before the new plans were 
official, Allegheny Student 
Government held a town hall 
meeting on April 15. Approx-
imately 50 students attended 
the meeting and some stu-
dents voiced concern about 
the upcoming change. One of 
the questions discussed was 
why students are required 
to buy a meal plan. Accord-
ing to the ASG minutes, the 
two main reasons are health 
and safety of students and fi-
nancial resources-providing 
pay for workers and keeping 
hours of service.

Students also showed con-
cern over increasing Brooks 
meals on certain plans.

“I used to have a meal plan 
that used to have 70 Brooks 

meals but now I’m forced to 
pick one with 90 or 120 or 
180 so it’s inconvenient for 
me and it’s forcing me to pay 
more money for food and to 
go to a place I don’t want to 
go to,” said Molly Brinser, ’16.

Staffing and spatial avail-
ability were taken into con-
sideration when distributing 
between Brooks and McKin-
ley’s for the plans.   

“There is not enough staff, 
room or food preparation 
area to accommodate every-
one at McKins,” said Naugh-
ton. “That’s why we have two 
dining halls to begin with, to 
spread the wealth.”

Changes to the plans were 
made following the town hall 
meeting because of student 
concern, explained Naugh-
ton. The new plans did not 

become official until May.
Some students showed 

concern during the summer 
and continued to question 
the plans into the semester. 
Stephanie Engel, ’16, began 
an online petition that stated 
the newer plans were insuffi-
cient to student needs. There 
are approximately 236 names 
signed on the petition. 

Engel  first became inter-
ested in this subject when she 
learned she could not pur-
chase the Mini Plan because 
she lives in a traditional dorm. 

“For me most of the issues 
on there don’t affect me, but I 
still sign it because I think it 
should reflect everyone here,” 
said Engel. “I’m not here to 
bash Allegheny. It’s more 
about bringing the conversa-
tion to the table.”

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF ALLEGHENY COLLEGE

There is magic in 
the air because 
of the students 
at Allegheny

“

“Michaeline 
Shuman
Assistant 
Provost for 
Post-Graduate 
Outcomes



August 29, 2014AlleghenyCampus.com 3The Campus
[News]

CRIME BLOTTER

August 22, 2014
Park Avenue and Ben Avon Street

Female student being harassed by unknown actor.

August 23, 2014
Campus house

Unknown actors caused damage to this house.

August 23, 2014
Walker Hall

Student being investigated for underage drinking.

August 23, 2014
Caflisch Hall

Two students involved in an altercation.

August 24, 2014
Brooks Dining

Student was seen vandalizing shelves in Brooks.

August 26, 2014
Brooks Hall

Student reported a wallet stolen from an unlocked room.

EVENTS CALENDAR

Ferguson “Don’t Shoot” Photo
Friday, Aug. 29, 5 p.m., Bentley Lawn

ABC invites you to stand in solidarity against police brutality. Everyone is wel-
come.

Glow in the Dark Quidditch Game
Friday, Aug. 29, 9 to 10:30 p.m., Gator Quad

All are welcome to join the game, hosted by Dumbledore’s Army. Make sure to 
wear tennis shoes.

“8 Hour Projects” at the Art Galleries
Saturday, Aug. 30, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Thirteen artists make art on site with the public invited to observe. This year’s 
artists, who have been invited to consider themes of loss and change, are Rafael 

Abreu-Canedo, John Bavaro, Julia Betts, Heather Brand, John Garrett, Dar-
ren Lee Miller with Ricky Gindlesberger and Miriam Patterson, Lucia Nhamo, 
Steve Prince, Byron Rich, Ian Thomas and Jeff Willis. Each of the artists, who 
work with a variety of materials, has been assigned a wall or floor space of ap-

proximately 12 x 12 feet.

Involvement Fair
Saturday, Aug. 30, 1 to 2:30 p.m., Gator Quad

More than 100 student organizations, clubs and groups will be present. All stu-
dents are welcome to attend and learn more about involvement opportunities 

at Allegheny.

Rehearsals Begin for Allegheny Civic Symphony
Monday, Sept. 1, 7:30 p.m., Shafer Auditorium stage

If you have questions or need additional information, contact Dr. Stitt at rstitt@
allegheny.edu or leave a message at 332-2157.

Opening Reception for “8 Hour Projects”
Tuesday, Sept. 2, 8 to 9 p.m., Art Galleries

A panel discussion in Doane Hall A104 will precede the reception at 7 p.m. 
Works for “8 Hour Projects” will remain on display through Sunday, Sept. 21.

Carrden Market
Wednesday, Sept. 3, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Campus Center

Purchase organically grown produce from Allegheny’s own Carrden.

Ice Cream Social with First-Year Senators
Wednesday, Sept. 3, 6 to 7:30 p.m., Campus Center Lobby

Meet and chat with candidates, talk about issues, and enjoy some ice cream.
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TV from page 1

and Affairs Committee, and 
Director of Information Tech-
nology services (ITS) James 
Fadden,  it was revealed that 
the decision was largely based 
on a student survey conduct-
ed last year. 

The Student Life Survey 
concluded that a majority of 
students at Allegheny do not 
actually use cable as their 
main source of entertain-
ment. It revealed that internet 
streaming services such as 
Netflix and Hulu, have be-
come the go to for entertain-
ment. 

“Our decision was based 
on the students response,” 
Green said. Both Fadden and 
Green denied that money 
played any major role in the 
decision and stressed the co-
operation that took place be-
tween ITS and the Student 
Life and Affairs Committee in 
making the decision. 

When asked if this switch 
to online streaming would 
adversely affect the college’s 

wireless internet network, 
Fadden said, “Our system has 
the capacity to handle what 
we want it to do and then 
some,” pointing out that the 
current network peaked at 
only 400 MB last week, when 
it is capable of handling up to 
500 MB of use. 

Fadden also stated that the 
network is constantly moni-
tored and the bandwidth is 
usually increased once a year, 
typically during the second 
semester, based on usage. 

Though channel options 
have been limited within in-
dividual dorm rooms, all 60 
channels should be available 
in common areas and lounges 
of residence halls. 

“We saw it as a chance to 
build community among the 
people who live in each dorm 
building,” explained Green. 

Fadden also stressed that 
students do have other op-
tions. If any student wishes 
to regain the use of all 60 
channels they may call Arm-

strong Cable at 877-277-5711 
and as long as they identify 
themselves as an Allegheny 
Student, they may make ar-
rangements to receive all 60 
channels for a cost of $6.00 
a month. They may also pur-
chase HD for $8.50 a month 
and there is even an option for 
DVR.  

Fadden urged any students 
with questions or concerns to 
contact ITS or simply stop by 
Murray Hall. 

“If there are students who 
wish to continue the conver-
sation, I am happy to do that 
with any student,” Fadden 
said.

Both Fadden and Green 
expressed their concern that 
many unsubstantiated facts 
about the change have been 
circulating through word 
of mouth on campus. Both 
urged any students to direct 
any questions directly to ITS 
in Murray Hall or their web-
site to ensure the most accu-
rate information.  

Campus Meetings every Monday at 
8 p.m. in Campus Center room 306.

Write  Design Photograph Edit Web 
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By MICHAELA COWDEN
Contributing Writer 
cowdenm@allegheny.edu

Breaking the 
stigma of suicide
Active Minds raises mental 
health awareness 

Hey, folks! ReproCo 
here to welcome you all 
to a beautiful new school 
year in the good ol’ 
Mead! Soon this swelter-
ing weather will be end-
less inches of snow and 
you lovely first years may 
not have gotten your 
snow boots in yet, but 
hey – at least the Loop 
goes to McDonald’s now.

Just the Tips will come 
to you every week from 
yours truly, and we are 
Allegheny’s Reproduc-
tive Health Coalition. 
We strive to promote sex 
positivity, comprehen-
sive sex education, and 
all the ins and outs (pun 
intended) of enthusiastic 
consent, among other 
wonderful sexy things!

All of these things 
are important to prac-
tice and discuss because 
they allow us to enjoy a 
happy, safe and healthy 
sexually active campus. 

Now, allow us to leave 
you with some parting 
advice about dorm sex 
etiquette. 

For some of you, this 
may be old news, but 
for the first years this is 
some valuable stuff we’re 
delving into. 

First of all, check with 
your roommate(s) and 
develop a game plan to 
handle this type of situ-
ation. Always make sure 
your roommates are 
comfortable with sex 
happening in their liv-
ing space. If they do have 
a problem, then take the 
sexy time over to your 
partner’s, or come to a 
rational agreement with 

your roommate. 
Be sure to let your 

roommate know when/
if you need the room to 
yourself and to be even 
kinder, give them a time 
frame so they know 
when they should be un-
sexiled. Communication 
is key, just as it is in any 
type of relationship.

Most importantly, be 
respectful. If your room-
mate allows you to use 
the room for sex, keep it 
to your side of the room. 
You may think you’re 
cool and “dirty” for hav-
ing sex in your room-
mate’s bed, but you’re 
not. You just kind of 
suck. 

If you really want a 
new location to spice up 
the deed then there are 
multitudes of other areas 
besides someone else’s 
bed. 

Just the Tips: Dorm Etiquette
The do’s and don’t of  doing it when in dorms
By JANELLE CARLSON
Contributing Writer
carlsonj2@allegheny.edu

On Aug. 11, 2014, the 
world lost one of the bright-
est smiles and greatest actors. 
In honor of losing the beloved 
Robin Williams, we at Active 
Minds want to take this op-
portunity to address the battle 
that Williams faced, one that 
many face: depression. 

Unfortunately, when 
someone commits suicide, 
society often labels it as a self-
ish act. 

“Weren’t they thinking 
about their family? Don’t they 
think about how it will af-
fect others? Nothing is really 
THAT bad that you need to 
kill yourself.”  

These are all very real 
questions and statements that 
buzz around after we hear 
about a suicide.  However, 
all they accomplish is an in-
crease in shame surrounding 
depression and mental illness 
in general.  

The truth is, when some-
one is in such a deep depres-
sion that they are contem-
plating suicide, they are not 
thinking about how it af-
fects others. In fact, in many 
cases, the person suffering 
from depression believes that 
the world and their families 
would be better off after they 
commit suicide.  

Suicide is not a selfish act.  
It is a result of a person suf-
fering so much, feeling so 
hopeless, that death seems 
like a better option than liv-
ing.  Maybe this sounds like a 
foreign concept to those who 
don’t know much about men-
tal illness, but this is why the 
conversation about mental 
health needs to get started. 

Jennifer Lawerence said it 
best: “I think that there’s such 
a huge stigma over [mental 
illness], that I hope we can get 
rid of or help… I mean, peo-
ple have diabetes or asthma 
and they have to take medica-
tion for it. But as soon as you 
have to take medication for 
your mind, there’s this instant 
stigma.”  

We at Active Minds could 
not agree more with Law-
rence.  If there was no shame 
associated with mental illness, 
if people weren’t made to feel 
crazy for having depression, 
anxiety, bi-polar disorder, 
etc., so many more people 
would seek treatment and get 
the help that they need.  Robin 
Williams would probably still 
be here. My fellow classmates 
from high school that com-
mitted suicide would prob-
ably still be here.  The people 
that you know that have killed 
themselves…would all prob-
ably still be here. 

One misconception that 
I’ve seen many people feed 

into is the idea that mental ill-
ness is not a real illness, sim-
ply because it is of the mind.  
However, people who believe 
that misconception are blind 
to the fact that mental ill-
ness can cause physical prob-
lems.  Heart arrhythmias, 
high blood pressure, migraine 
headaches, Irritable Bowel 
Syndrome and many other 
health problems can result 
from a mental illness.  When 
nerve cells do not produce 
dopamine, Parkinson’s dis-
ease can result.  When a per-
son cannot produce insulin, 
diabetes is the result.  

However, when a per-
son suffers from depression, 
which results from insuffi-
cient serotonin levels, the dis-
ease is taboo and shameful.  It 
makes no sense.  

Mental illness should not 
be treated as the black market 
of health problems.  It can kill 
people, just like any “physical” 
illness.  It can lead sufferers to 
feel hopeless and that the only 
way out is through death.  
Imagine if the next time you 
were sick, society made you 
feel so ashamed for being sick 
that you felt like killing your-
self was the only cure.  This 
cannot continue on as the re-
ality for mental illness.  Too 
many people are dying, feel-
ing ashamed or being labeled 
as crazy and deemed unfit for 
society.  We need to make a 
change, and it starts with you 
and I. 

 So, the next time you want 
to call someone a psycho or 
talk about someone for not 
wanting to do anything be-
cause they are depressed, 
think about what you are do-
ing.  You are adding to the 
shame and stigma surround-
ing mental health.  You are 
making it more difficult for 
that person to get help, and 
worst of all, you are making 
that person feel alone and 
misunderstood.  

Instead of criticizing what 
a person is going through 
just because you don’t under-
stand, be a friend, be an ally 
and let that person know that 
you care about them.  When 
someone is faced with a bat-
tle and they feel like they are 
facing it alone, a small, kind 
word can go a long way.  So 
I challenge each person who 
reads this to change the way 
they view mental illness, and 
we at Active Minds are more 
than dedicated to help facili-
tate that process. 

If you have any questions, 
comments, or just want to 
learn more about mental 
health, contact us via email at 
activeminds@allegheny.edu.  
Our weekly meetings are in 
the McKinley’s private din-
ing room, every Monday at 9 
p.m., and are always open to 
everyone. 

Clean up after your-
self too. Try not to leave 
too much evidence of 
what went on while your 
roommate was gone. 
You share the space, I’m 
sure you wouldn’t want 
to walk into your room 
after a long day to used 
condoms and mysteri-
ous fluids everywhere. 

So overall, when it 
comes to dorm room 
sex, communicate with 
your roommate, estab-
lish a clear process that 
you go through for ne-
gotiation of the room, 
keep it clean and be re-
spectful of each other!

If you would like to be 
apart of our sexy fam-
ily, head on over to the 
Campus Center room  
206 on Wednesdays at 7 
p.m. We are all inclusive 
and totally welcoming!

COMIC BY JONATHAN YEE

THE SIMPLE THINGS

It’s the first step you take as 
a cohesive class. The first time 
colleagues and staff address 
you as part of the Allegheny 
community. The first time 
you stand next to the strang-
ers that will soon become 
your peers and friends for the 
next four years.

Allegheny’s Matriculation 
Ceremony is more than just a 

kick off to your college years, 
you are swearing into the 
community Allegheny strives 
to maintain and promising to 
take part in it as a member of 
the institution.

The ceremony took place 
Saturday, August 23 at Shafer 
Auditorium. Faculty, staff, 
parents and students from 
all years were in attendance. 
While most parts of the cer-
emony remained consistent 
from past years, this year dif-
fered in various aspects in 

order to further enhance the 
ideals of unity of Allegheny 
College.

President of the college 
James H. Mullen Jr. made re-
marks as well as Larry Hailsh-
am, the president of Alleghe-
ny Student Government. They 
were followed by the Honor 
Committee chair, Kushtrim 
Miftari, lead students in the 
Honor Code Pledge.

This year, instead of stu-
dents filling in at random into 
the ceremony, some with par-

ents, others with roommates 
and new friends, incoming 
first years met at the Wise 
Center to begin matriculation 
as a united class.

“This year it was more 
about community, taking that 
walk from the Wise Center 
to Shaffer, where you start 
your journey,” said Larry 
Heilsham. “It’s going to be 
really cool when this incom-
ing class, four years from now 
starts the walk from the Wise 
Center to the Bicentennial 

Plaza to end their journey, it 
will be really interesting to see 
how that goes.”

Once the students arrived 
at the Wise Center, Class of 
2018 shirts were passed out. 
While the diverse class comes 
from different countries, 
states, families and cultures, 
they now looked the part of 
a class. Once the incoming 
students filed into Shaffer 
Auditorium, they were seated 
together, easily recognizing 
their peers and started their 

swearing in as a class.  How-
ever, along with new changes, 
comes small glitches, as well. 
The majority of students had 
seats together, but a failure 
of pre-planning resulted in 
some students standing in 
the back and in other chairs 
separately. Despite the minor 
flaws, the values of unity were 
still prominent through the 
efforts.

Matriculation ceremony welcomes Class of 2018 

By REBECCA FOX
Opinion Editor
foxr@allegheny.edu

First-year students introduced to the Allegheny community

ADVERTISEMENT

See CEREMONY   page 6
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The garden outside of Carr 
Hall, deemed the Carrden by 
the Allegheny community, 
has its most productive sea-
son when many students are 
off-campus for the summer. 
While classes are not in ses-
sion, the Carrden is in full 
swing, with student workers 
helping to maintain the gar-
den all summer.

Kerstin Martin, garden 
manager and co-principle 
investigator for the commu-
nity wellness initiative, works 
on planning, maintaining 
and improving the Carrden. 
Martin also weighs the needs 
of the dining halls alongside 
providing a variety to the 
community at the Carrden 
Market. 

“It’s kind of a balancing 
act,” Martin said, comment-
ing that planning is a signifi-
cant aspect of the work she 
does for the Carrden. 

While Martin also helps 
with the maintenance and 
harvesting of the produce, 
student workers stayed for the 
summer primarily to help and 
learn about the growing pro-
cess. 

Jessica Schombert, ’16, 
stayed for the summer, work-
ing 32 hours each week and 
learning the basics of growing 
produce as a first-time gar-
dener. 

“When it comes down to it, 
there’s so much that goes into 
making the soil that we plant 
the seeds in before we trans-
plant. Then we transplant and 
we’d be weeding, watering, 
harvesting,” Schombert said 
about the process. 

Many of the plants grown 
in the Carrden must be first 
planted in greenhouses in-
doors, typically in Steffee dur-
ing February. This process al-
lows the more delicate plants 
such as tomatoes to become 
established before being ex-
posed to the unpredictable 
weather that can be inherent 
in outdoor planting in Mead-
ville. 

Another student worker, 
Erica Moretti, ’17, was also 
new to the project this sum-
mer; Moretti expressed sur-
prise when she initially found 

out about the delicate process 
of growing a food supply. 

“[The Carrden] gives you a 
glimpse into the organization 
that is behind it and the reli-
ance on the weather,” Moretti 
said. “You have to pick plant-
ing dates based on last year, 
you have to have the correct 
rotation so that beds are nev-
er empty…There’s a process 
for everything, and I think 
that the amount of work that 
goes into it and the amount 
of planning and organization 
that is needed is something 
that I had no idea but loved 
learning about.”

The importance of learning 
about the actual growing pro-
cess is something that both 
Schombert and Martin attest-
ed to, saying that the Carrden 
is hopefully one of the major 
steps toward bringing a larger 
food-based awareness to the 
Allegheny community. 

“As we move towards shop-
ping at supermarkets, people 
get a growing disconnect 
from their food and you don’t 
understand where it comes 
from or how it becomes a box 
of cereal. I think that growing 
on campus is a way to recon-
nect and mixing that into the 
community is an important 
thing,” Schombert said. 

Similarly, Moretti believes 
that because food is such an 
integral part of the human ex-
perience, it provides a way for 
opening up important social, 
economic, and cultural con-
versations related to food. As 
global populations increase 
and sustainable environmen-
tal efforts become increas-
ingly important, local foods 
are becoming a more com-
mon tool for addressing these 
issues. 

“I think it’s completely tied 
to a lot of the issues that we 
talk about in classes on the 
social side of things as well: 
equity, people having access 
to good food…why certain 
foods are more expensive 
than other foods…that’s re-
ally important, and I think it 
can open up conversations,” 
Moretti said. 

Beyond the conversations 
that can be addressed by in-
corporating the Carrden into 
the Allegheny community 
more and more, Martin feels 
that one of the most reward-
ing aspects of her job is the 

connection it gives her with 
community members. Be-
cause community members 
often visit, it’s been a way for 
Martin to learn about the 
smaller gardens in Meadville 
that the Carrden has inspired. 

“I think it’s fun because a 
lot of community members 
walk through the garden and 
I’ve heard a lot of them say, 
‘after I saw this garden, I put 
in my own raise bed and I’m 
growing this.’ You hear a lot of 
stories about the community 
and how they connect to food 
and gardening,” Martin said.

With the first potential 
frost date being Sept. 25, 
Martin and student workers 
are no longer planting more 
crops and focus has shifted to 
maintaining and harvesting 
the remaining produce before 
the end of the growing sea-
son. Regardless, work on the 
Carrden does not stop there 
as Martin has many plans to 
expand the Carrden’s influ-
ence on campus. 

When Martin is not plan-
ning for next spring, she is 
focusing on expanding the 
garden toward Park Avenue, 
including a potential new 
greenhouse and working on 
adding picnic tables and in-
creased seating for garden 
visitors. 

Martin also hopes to in-
crease student and professor 
involvement by incorporating 
the garden into more classes. 
According to Martin, Ama-
ra Geffen, professor of art, 
teaches a class that is work-
ing on designing ceramic tiles 
to add to the garden’s decor. 
Even outside of the environ-
mental studies department, 
though, she hopes to increase 
awareness about the impor-
tance of food and agriculture. 

“I think food and agricul-
ture can relate to so many dif-
ferent things that people are 
studying on campus. It’s not 
just an environmental science 
thing or a biology thing…po-
litical science, history, all of 
those have ties to agriculture,” 
Martin said. 

As the growing season 
continues, Martin and stu-
dent workers have the weekly 
Carrden Market, hosted in 
the Campus Center Lobby, 
every Wednesday from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Students maintain Carrden during summer months
Garden manager hopes to expand campus impact

By AMANDA SPADARO
Co-Editor-in-Chief
spadaroa@allegheny.edu

PHOTOS BY MEGHAN HAYMAN/THE CAMPUS
Lesley Fairman, assistant technical director at the Vukovich, asks Kersten Martin, Carrden manager, about one of the vegetables during the Carrden Market Wednesday Aug. 27. The market is held in 
the campus center every Wednesday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Jessica Schombert, ’16, picks tomotoes in the Carrden in the morning on 
Aug. 28. Because of the ripening schedule of  tomatoes, they must be har-
vested every few days to ensure appropriate ripeness.

Erica Moretti, ’17, harvests cucumbers 
on Aug. 28. This summer was Moretti’s 
first experience learning how to grow 
local foods.

Tomatoes, some of the 
more fragile crops of the 

Carrden, are often initially 
planted in the greenhouse 

and then acclimated and 
transplanted outside. 

“To be interested in food but not in 
food production is clearly absurd.”
       -Wendell Berry, poet
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Gettin’ back in the groove
MEGHAN HAYMAN/THE CAMPUS

Professor Betsy Summerfield demonstrates salsa steps to those new to dancing in Montgomery Gym on Aug. 24.  She and the Swing and 
Social Club hosted their first welcome to campus dance for freshmen and upperclassmen. 

Hailsham believed this 
ceremony especially was ca-
tered for the understanding of 
the first year students, where 
it might not have been so 
prominent in past years. The 
changes paired with the state-
ment of community as well 
as the Honor Code made an 
impact.

“I think what matricula-
tion was three years ago was 
a process, that as a student, 
was hard to pull an under-
standing of what it was,” said 
Hailsham. “It provides all the 
incoming class with a general 
understanding of what the 
culture should be on campus. 
A lot of the things at matricu-
lation were centered around 
what Allegheny is about. The 
‘We Are Allegheny’ session 
really provided the students 
with a deeper understanding 
of how to treat others in our 
community.”

Another aspect of the 
Allegheny community ad-
dressed during matriculation 
is the Honor Code system. 
Kushtrim Miftari, ’15 ad-
dressed the importance of 
a student run Honor Code 
system as well as swore in the 
incoming class. His address 
brought up the other side of 
ethical values the Allegheny 
community holds its students 
to.

Miftari spoke of the cre-
ations, rules and situations 

Allegheny associate dean will leave after fall semester

Kazi Joshua is a figure on 
campus most people are fa-
miliar with. They know him 
from their time in the Reli-
gious Studies department or 
have seen him around Ford 
Chapel. They may recognize 
him as the professor sitting 
on the Gator Quad, engag-
ing with students. Or maybe 
he’s been a part of their lives 
through his involvement 
with Unicef or the Center for 
Intercultural Advancement 
and Student Success (CIASS). 
Popularly known as Kazi, he 
is a professor, leader, advisor, 
associate dean and friend to 
all, whose absence will surely 
be felt after he leaves for a 
position at Whitman College 
following this term. 

At the conclusion of the 
fall semester, Kazi will be 
moving on to Whitman Col-
lege in Wala Wala, Wash-
ington. Starting on the first 
of September, Dr. Armenta 
Hinton will be taking over 
his position as the Associate 
Director of CIASS. Hinton is 
coming from Susquehanna 
University where she worked 
as the assistant director of 
multicultural leadership and 
the Center for Diversity and 
Social Justice. 

“[Hinton] is a woman of 

great credentials who is loved 
greatly by students, by those 
who met her and I think she 
will only continue this work 
of making Allegheny more 
inclusive and more excellent,” 
said Kazi. 

Prior to his time at Al-
legheny, Kazi worked towards 
similar goals at the Illinois 
Mathematics and Science 
Academy where he worked on 
recruitment, retention, excel-
lence and teaching courses in 
black studies. 

Kazi came to Allegheny 
College in 2009 after being of-
fered the position of associate 
dean of students in residence 
life, two years after he had first 
visited the school interview-
ing for a different position. 

Few people know that Al-
legheny College is the institu-
tion where Kazi has spent the 
most time in his professional 
life. In the five years that he’s 
been working on campus, 
Kazi was promoted from as-
sistant dean of students to as-
sociate dean of the college and 
became involved further with 
the school through the VESA 
program, community justice 
and teaching courses in the 
FS program and black studies. 

“I was also given oppor-
tunity to do a tremendous 
amount of things...Being in 
the classroom wasn’t some-
thing that was associated with 
the job but it was something 
that I was really invited into,” 

said Kazi.
Kazi was initially brought 

to campus solely for the po-
sition of associate dean of 
students, but he quickly be-
came involved in a multitude 
of programs and areas of the 

school. 
His passion for students 

and for teaching in and out 
of the classroom are evident 
in the variety of roles he has 
taken on during his time at 
the college. 

“It is the idea of living, 
learning, working, all of it 
together that constitutes this 
small liberal arts experience. 
And for me it seems, I had it 
all. It seems I have the best 
job in the world and I did 
what I liked and loved doing. 
The range of opportunities 
I was given, the ability to be 
involved in things I’m pas-

sionate about, but also the 
opportunity that my supervi-
sors gave me to be involved in 
policy making and strategic 
planning, it’s all those things 
combined together,” Kazi said

He’s been directly involved 

with programs like The Gate-
way and other strategic plan-
ning opportunities and poli-
cy-making decisions around 
issues of inclusion and diver-
sity. Kazi noted that it was in 
part the opportunities made 
available to him and the vari-
ety of work that he was able to 
do at Allegheny that made it 
such a desirable place to work. 

While he’s seen a great deal 
of progress in issues of diver-
sity and inclusion, Kazi hopes 
that his legacy will continue 
to see a larger representation 
of cultures within faculty and 
staff at the college. 

Professor Kazi Joshua bids farewell to the school after five years of  service

By CLAIRE TEAGUE 
Features Editor
teaguec@allegheny.edu

“I believe that it is always 
important for the social in-
frastructure of the college, 
as it relates to leadership and 
staff, to consistently reflect 
the demographics of the stu-
dent population. That means 
that AEC [Administrative 
Executive Committee] should 
reflect the composition of the 
student body, it means faculty 
should reflect, it means staff 
should,” he said. “As we have 
it now, you have got a much 
more diverse student body, 
eighteen percent, and you 
have a less diverse staff and 
administrators.” 

A man of modesty and 
bow ties, Kazi teaches stu-
dents about diversity and 
underrepresented cultural 
groups through open discus-
sion, challenging questions 
and through real conversa-

the Honor Code will bring 
as students. Most impor-
tantly, he spoke of academic 
integrity. Each one of us was 
brought to Allegheny because 
of our performances in and 
outside of the classroom, and 
because of this Allegheny en-
trusts certain values within 
the community. This trust is 
built on the foundation of our 
students upholding their in-
tegrity and other classmates’ 
integrity.

However this year, Mif-
tari chose to incorporate so-
cial media into the meaning. 
Right before he had the in-
coming class recite the oath, 
he had them take out their cell 
phone, go onto Twitter and 
tweet what integrity means 
to them with the hashtag, 
‘ACHC.’ By using our genera-
tions source of media, the Al-
legheny community was ex-
tended and publicized.

From minor changes to 
keeping old traditions, the 
matriculation ceremony wel-
comed a new class to leave 
its mark at Allegheny Col-
lege. These adaptations to the 
matriculation ceremony not 
only made the college’s val-
ues of community, unity and 
integrity prominently known 
to the Class of 2018, but also 
reflected how the Allegheny 
community is a constantly 
growing environment of ide-
als and collaboration.

Sometimes you need to put a little swing in your step before getting motivated for the school year.
Students trickled in to Montgomery Gym last Sunday, welcomed by red-faced dancers and ballroom 
music. Dance professor Betsy Summerfield guided first time and vetran dancers in learning the basics to 
salsa, tango and other ballroom steps. 
“The goal is to have people have fun and try something they haven’t tried before,” Summerfield said.
Many of the dancers included members of Swing and Social Club who partnered with inexperienced 
students for one-on-one aid. 
They hope to make the dance an annual event to give students a chance to introduce them to the dance 
program and club. 
For those who missed the opportunity to take their shoes off and believe dancing can make the stress of 
classes go away, you can join Swing and Social Club in Montgomery Gym on Fridays from 7 to 9 p.m.

Freshmen Comforts
Photos by Chloe Kedziora 

No matter how near or far you have traveled or whether it is the first or eighth time, you always keep a keep a reminder of home.  

STORY AND PHOTOS BY MEGHAN HAYMAN

It’s really that act of be-
ing a front line witness to 
transformation of ordi-
nary students becoming 
extraordinary leaders.

Kazi 
Joshua

“

“

Professor Kazi Joshua will 
serve out his final semester 
at Allegheny in many of the 
same positions he has occu-
pied over the past few years. 

tions. Beyond all of the pro-
gramming and planning, his 
favorite element of his work at 
the college has been working 
directly with students. 

“For me what’s most excit-
ing and what really drives me 
is just the gift that is given to 
me by students, to be a part of 
their lives and to see them get 
transformed and learn and 
become leaders from first year 
students to seniors. It’s really 
that act of being a front line 
witness to transformation of 
ordinary students becoming 
extraordinary leaders,” said 
Kazi.  

After looking at his im-
pressive resume, one could 
easily boast of his transfor-
mative influence on campus. 
However, Kazi himself would 
tell it a little differently. 

“I don’t want to claim 
that I have been involved in 
transforming Allegheny, that 
would be too grand a claim to 
make, but I want to say that I 
have participated in the effort 
to make Allegheny even bet-
ter,” Kazi said. 

Editor’s note: Kazi’s office 
has moved to Bentley 203 from 
Campus Center 308.

CEREMONY
         from page 4

Emma James

She made each of these 
dolls, bringing a more 
personal touch to her 
bed. 

Caitlin Driscoll

Two of Caitlin’s favou-
rite books made it to 
the shelf in her room in 
Baldwin Hall. 

Ken Kutzer

He watched the new 
Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles movie when it 
premiered this summer.

“It was sick.” 
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 PHOTOS BY MEGHAN HAYMAN/THE CAMPUS
Gator staff take items as Alexander Calle Sr. unloads his car and carry the belongings of freshman Alexander Jr. into Baldwin Hall. Baldwin is the only freshman dorm on campus, also housing the only non-gender hall. 

Boxes, suitcases and stairs, oh my!

Spencer Subega peeks over 
boxes as he leaves the 
Campus Center early Aug. 
25.

First year student Lucie Shiffman, center, looks through the bowls of snacks offered by alumni volunteers 
outside of the Campus Center during move-in day. She is pictured here with her moth

By CHLOE KEDZIORA AND 
MEGHAN HAYMAN
kedziorac@allegheny.edu
haymanm@allegheny.edu

Some came by car, 
others came by plane. On 
their arrival, hundreds of 
new faces, students and 
parents alike, were greeted 
by the Gator Guide staff 
and the rare appearance of 
sunshine in Meadville on 
Aug. 25. 

Students who have been 
on campus all summer or 
arrived early for camps 
watched as bright green 
dressed Allegheny gators 

Daniel Bonnett brought along 
one of the most recognizeable 

items on college campuses - 
the dry erase board - for his 

freshman year. 

Walking through Baldwin hallways 
became an obstacle course as fresh-
men’s belongings were left outside 
rooms to first figure out the inside.

rushed in and out of dorm 
buildings, carrying large 
boxes, refrigerators and 
rolls of carpet.

Incoming students 
come alone, or they come 
with a friend. Marta 
Zimmerman and Chelsea 
Contino from Washing-
ton, Pa. have known each 
other since kindergarten. 
Meeting outside of Walker 
Annex, Contino helped 
move her friend into their 
new room. 

Although Zimmerman 
and Contino have known 
each other for years, most 

Allegheny welcomes more than 
500 students to their new home

“Months are different in college, especially 
freshman year. Too much happens. Every 
freshman month equals six regular months—
they’re like dog months.” 
              -Rainbow Rowell, author of Fangirl

of the freshmen class were 
roomed with complete 
strangers from across the 
country. Upon arrival, the 
first to the room is the first 
to choose the furniture. 

After hours of unpack-
ing  things that will prob-
ably end up making the 
journey back  home, new 
students and families trav-
eled to the campus center. 
On their way they were 
greeted by the friendly 
faces of current students 
and alumni, handing out 
smiles and free snacks.  

Stephanie Carson, ’15, Residence Advisor of Baldwin, greets new students. 
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By CHLOE KEDZIORA  
Junior Sports Editor
kedziorac@allegheny.edu

Gator football anticipates a hopeful season

Allegheny’s football team 
has been preparing for the 
start of their official season. 
This year’s preseason has a 
bright future thanks to some 
changes made by coaches and 
team members.

“The way we kick changed,  
the way we play offense 
changed, the way we play de-
fense, as far as the systems go,” 
Coach Matlak said. “I think 
those are probably the major 
changes that we’ve made.”

Struggling after an 0-10 
season, the Gators are trying 
to rebuild for Sept. 6, against 
Thiel.

“We’re trying to get a fresh 
start, we had a difficult year,” 
Coach Matlak said. “We really 
did some soul searching and 
reevaluating what we were 
doing and how we were do-
ing.”

The Gators look forward to 
putting all they have learned 
into motion.

AMASA SMITH/THE CAMPUS

Jordan Hill, Allegheny’s 
new assistant cross country 
and track coach specializing 
in sprint, hurdles and relays, 
joined the Allegheny coach-
ing staff in August. Hill, com-
ing from Baldwin Wallace, 
joins the Gator staff after be-
ing named the 2014 Men’s 
National and Great Lakes 
Regional Assistant Outdoor 
Coach of the Year by the 
United States Track & Field 
and Cross Country Coaches 
Association. Her coaching of 
eventual national champion 
sprinter Kevin Johnson in the 
100 and 200-meter dashes and 
All-American Ben Beidelman 
were a major element in her 
recent hiring. 

A graduate of Baldwin 
Wallace in the Ohio Athletic 
Conference, Hill continued 
her education at Bluffton 

By SAM STEPHENSON  
Co-Editor-in-Chief
stephensons@allegheny.edu

“Only the execution of 
what you do brings out the 
quality,” Coach Matlak said. 
“I think that’s the main focus, 
trying to improve our execu-
tion and incremental prog-
ress.”

Matlak is happy with the 
progress the team has made 
thus far.  

“Well see if it translates,” 
Coach Matlak stated.  “When 
the bright lights come on it’s 
a little different than playing 
in the backyard. We’ll see how 
that goes Sept. 6.”

Senior fullback and mem-
ber of the senior leadership 
team, Nick Hollinger, looks 
towards moving forward this 
season.

“I thought offensively and 
defensively we looked pretty 
strong throughout camp,” 
Hollinger said. “The coaches 
pushed us hard to make sure 
that we are working hard and 
are prepared for the season.”

The football team is men-
tally and physically preparing 
for their first game of the year.

“My hopes for this sea-

son are just to rebound from 
a bad year last year,” stated 
Hollinger. “I have high expec-
tations for the team, I think 
we have a lot of good senior 
leadership, so I think that a 
lot of wins is possible with the 

group we have.”
Portia Hoeg, Allegheny’s 

Athletic Director, talks about 
what the Bicentennial means 
to the football program.

“I think it is a celebration 
of their tradition of excellence 

and continuing that,” Hoeg 
stated. “So with this being the 
200th anniversary, it’s just a 
time to reflect on all the great 
things we’ve done in the past 
and try and build on that for 
the future.”

Hoeg is looking forward to 
the 2014 fall season.

“I think just from a statisti-
cal stand point, it was only the 
second losing season we’ve 
had in like, fifty years. So it’s 
not a trend of the program go-
ing down, I think it was a blip 
on the radar screen. “

The last losing season the 
Gators had was 2005, finish-
ing with a record of 3-7.

“The guys are pumped and 
ready to go, they don’t really 
need a lot of motivating be-
cause they know the record 
speaks for itself,” Hoeg stated. 
“I think the guys are really 
positive and it’s just a matter 
of us continuing to be posi-
tive and continuing to remind 
folks what we stand for in the 
athletic department and what 
the college stands for, using 
that as motivation as we go 

into the year.”
Hoeg has attended some of 

the program’s practices to see 
the progress.

“They just seem really in 
tune with what’s going on as 
I’ve talked with some of the 
guys on the team and I’ve 
talked to the coaches, it’s just a 
totally new mindset than from 
last year. I think they’re going 
to have a really good year.”

Wishing the best for Ga-
tor football, Hoeg shared her 
hopes for the program.

“I hope that the team gives 
their all in everything that 
they do,” Hoeg said. “I hope 
that they experience the suc-
cess that they’ve worked so 
hard for, and I hope that they 
have fun playing the game 
that they love.”

Q&A: Meet Jordan Hill, assistant cross-country coach
University in Bluffton, Ohio, 
earning a masters in Busi-
ness Administration. She also 
began her coaching career at 
Bluffton, coaching their for 
three years before joining the 
Yellow Jackets. During her 
sprinting career at Baldwin 
Wallace, Hill earned multiple 
all-OAC honors and all-Ohio 
honors en route to her team 
winning three OAC titles. 
Hill’s senior year saw her earn 
the Paul “Sparky” Adams 
Most Outstanding Female 
Athlete award and the Bald-
win Wallace Most Outstand-
ing Sprinter award.

The Campus sat down with 
Hill to get to know the coach 
better.

The Campus: Having so 
much success at Baldwin Wal-
lace, what’s it like coming to a 
completely new school and 
program and how have you 
approached it?

Coach Hill: It’s very excit-
ing, one of the things that at-
tracted me to Allegheny was 
the reputation for academics. 
I like knowing that I’m work-
ing with smart students. You 
know, the sprints, hurdles and 
relays part of our track pro-
gram is something that needs 
to catch up a little bit to the 
level where our distance pro-
gram is, so I’m kind of eager 
to get on that challenge and 
see what we can do as a team 
here. 

Campus: In your opinion, 
what makes the Gator athletic 
community unique in what 
you’ve seen thus far?

Hill: Again, I kind of men-
tioned previously the aca-
demics are very impressive. 
One thing that I noticed here 
within the entire athletic de-
partment is how cohesive 
everybody is. From one sport 
to another everyone’s willing 
to help each other out. They 

genuinely want to see the oth-
er sport do well and everyone 
win and be successful. Some-
times at other schools you 
may not see that cohesiveness 
and sense of community. 

Campus: What has been 
the hardest transition coming 
to Meadville?

Hill: The hardest right now 
is trying to learn everybody. 
Especially for cross country 
it such a huge roster then 
what I’m used to seeing and 
just trying to get a feel for the 
community. 

Campus: The easiest?

Hill: Just jumping in and 
coaching and working. 

Campus: Did you previ-
ously know it is such a histor-
ic time at Allegheny and what 
has it been like being a part of 
the Allegheny culture during 
the bicentennial?

Hill: I actually didn’t know 
that it was the bicentennial 
until I came here. As an un-
dergrad, we always came here 
for a last chance meet so I’ve 
been around Allegheny quite 
a few times and ever since I 
came here and competed here 
myself, I’ve been a big fan of 
Allegheny. I’ve always liked 
the location, the school, the 
facilities, I mean it’s a great 
track. I actually ran my PR on 
this track. So Allegheny has 
definitely been a school that 
always attracted me. 

Campus: If you could tell 
the Gators anything about 
yourself, what would you say?

Hill: I guess you can say 
I’m a self-made athlete and 
I believe that hard work can 
get you anywhere. You can’t 
be afraid to push yourself and 
if you can learn to do that in 
your athletics and apply that 
in whatever else you’re doing 

in your life that you will be 
successful. 

Campus: Looking ahead to 
the Allegheny College Classic 
on Saturday, what are your ex-
pectations?

Hill: I think that both 
teams, men and women, are 
going to run really well. It’s 
going to be a great preview 
for what’s going to come in 
November for our post sea-
son. We had time-trials and 
I think it’s going to be a great 
opportunity for the athletes 
that maybe didn’t post the 
times that they wanted to 
during the time trial to get a 
second chance to show the 
coaches what they can do and 
the work put in during the 
summer. 

The Gators will run at 
home on Saturday, Aug. 30 at 
10:45 a.m. at Robertson Com-
plex. 

Coach Ryan Jones helps Tyler Seibert, ‘16, during football practice at Robertson Field on Tuesday Aug. 26, 2014..

It’s just a time 
to reflect on all 
the great things 
we’ve done in the 
past and try and 
build on that for 
the future.

Portia
Hoeg,
Director
of Athletics
and Recreation

“

”
The Gator’s first 
home game is 
against Thiel on 
Sept. 6 at 7 p.m. 
at Frank B. Fuhrer 
Field.


