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GFC 
opens 
four 
weeks 
late

By SAM STEPHENSON
Co-Editor-in-Chief
stephensons@allegheny.edu

After four weeks’ delay and 
with a newly installed water 
filtration system, Grounds 
for Change (GFC) opens its 
doors to students once again. 

“What makes it difficult is 
that we want GFC to open, 
but we have to wait for the 
company to reply and to in-
stall the new water filtration 
system,” said GFC Board 
Member Melissa Mattwig, 
’17, before GFC opened on 
Wednesday, Sept. 24.

GFC was forced to de-
lay its opening this semester. 
While replacing the previous 
espresso machine--fondly 
named “Herb”--this summer, 
Physical Plant discovered the 
coffee shop’s water filtration 
system was over its expiration 
date. The system was in use 
for more than the seven years 
it was allotted. 

The GFC board went 
through Allegheny Student 
Government (ASG) and The 
Office of Student Involvement 
(OSI) to install a new system. 
Four weeks into the semes-
ter, on Tuesday, Sept. 23., the 
new water filtration system 
was installed. GFC opened 
the following day and expects 
to have its new espresso ma-
chine (named “Paprika”) in-
stalled next week. 

Replacing the water filtra-
tion system was a setback that 
the board was not anticipat-
ing coming into the new year. 

“We want to be respon-
sible, so we waited until we 
were sure the environment 
was safe and fit the health 
code,” said Nick Gordon, ’15, 
the president of GFC. 

Breanna Whiting, ’17, has 
been volunteering at GFC 
since last spring and will con-
tinue working this semester. 

“Late is better than never,” 
said Whiting. “I am looking 
forward to coming here when 
I have free time or want to 
talk with friends...As a volun-
teer last semester, it was a pain 
to not be able to offer the full 
menu since the Espresso ma-
chine was broken. It is a smart 
move for the board to wait. 
And now GFC is opening 
earlier than expected. I think 
people are ready for GFC to 
be open.”

Located on the second 
floor in the Campus Center, 
the coffee house is a product 
of a junior seminar project. 
GFC is a nonprofit coffee shop 
on campus, run and managed 
by student volunteers.  Volun-
teers work shifts without pay 
but receive free coffee dur-
ing work hours. The coffee 
shop’s goal is to create a space 
for individuals and groups to 
socialize, study, conduct dis-
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Allegheny Student Government funds decrease

Under enrolled freshmen class costs budget thousands of  dollars 

By RACHEL WANG
Contributing Writer
wangy2@allegheny.edu

With enrollment in this 
year’s freshmen class down 
by 112 students, Allegheny 
Student Government’s bud-
get saw a sharp decrease in 
approximately $20,000. Be-
cause the revenue for ASG 
fees is dependent on enroll-
ment, ASG is being forced to 
be more conscientious of how 

much money is being spent 
and for what reasons.

In the 2013-2014 academ-
ic year, 2,072 students were 
enrolled at Allegheny com-
pared to the 1,960 students 
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Students from University of Alabama march with their signs, demanding climate justice during People’s Climate March in New York City on 
Sunday, Sept. 21.

Rachel Wang, ’17, participated in People’s Climate 
March with Students for Environmental Action.

Allegheny students travelled to New York City 
on Sunday, Sept. 21 to participate in People’s Cli-
mate March (PCM). Hundreds of thousands of 
people joined together to bring attention to climate 
change.
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Newest 
class 
smaller 
than 
expected
By JOSEPH TINGLEY
Contributing Writer
tingleyj@allegheny.edu

Boasting students from 35 
states and 20 countries, the 
class of 2018 is considered 
the most diverse in Allegheny 
history, but this class is also 
known for its under enroll-
ment, being the smallest of all 
current classes at Allegheny.

Brian Dalton, vice presi-
dent of enrollment and college 
relations, said the Allegheny 
College Office of Admissions 
was originally hoping for an 
incoming class of about 600 
students. This number was 
later adjusted to a goal of 540 
in early August but the final 
class size came in at about 480 
students.

“A big part of it was logis-
tical,” said Dalton in regards 
to the reasons for the smaller 
class size.

Dalton explained that Al-
legheny recently underwent 
an initiative to make the col-
lege’s application process en-
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Students protest climate policies in New York City
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that are enrolled this year. To 
determine ASG’s budget, the 
number of students (1,960) 
is multiplied by the $150 stu-
dent activities fee, with this 
year’s total coming out to 
$293,410.75. Compared to last 
year’s budget of $310,889 and 
the year before that $312,325, 
ASG is tightening its belt for 
the upcoming school year.

“Over the past couple 
years we’ve been seeing a 
steady decrease in our budget 

due to the decreasing enroll-
ment and last year we were hit 
pretty hard financially,” said 
Leslie-Paul Jamerson,’15, the 
ASG financial controller. “Just 
because a lot of clubs and dif-
ferent organizations needing 

some necessities. It was just 
terrible timing.”

Combining this budget 
deficit with last year’s major 
expenditures, ASG Treasurer 
Miguel Liriano,’16, and Jam-
erson are being more careful 
in how they allocate the bud-
get. 

Both the general fund and 
surplus fund have taken sig-
nificant hits from the previ-
ous year. The general fund is 
used for expenditures involv-

ing events and conferences 
and the surplus fund  is used 
for larger, more investment-
type expenditures, such as 
items that clubs will need for 
two or more years.

In the previous fiscal year, 

ASG had a general fund of 
$49,544 and a surplus fund 
of $76,342.21. This year, the 
general fund is $20,973.75 
and the surplus fund is 
$46,223.92. The surplus fund 
is the money left over from the 
previous year. What a smaller 
budget means for students is 
that ASG will be asking clubs 
and organizations to focus on 
what they really need, instead 
of what they want.

“I think we are think-

ing more critically on what 
is needed and what is not 
needed and asking inten-
tional questions to get us to a 
point where we are not wast-
ing any resources,” said Larry 
Hailsham,’15, ASG president. 

“There’s a difference between 
a need and a want, and there’s 
a difference between some-
thing that’s important and not 
important. We’re not going to 
make those decisions. We’re 
going to work with each or-
ganization to get them to un-
derstand what is needed and 
what is not needed so the en-
tire campus can benefit from 
the monies that are left over.”

In two years, the student 
government’s general fund 
has decreased by $40,000. 
The general fund is based on 
the budget ASG is given and 
what they have budgeted for 
clubs for the upcoming year. 
Liriano credits this to the nec-
essary large expenditures.

“In general we’ve had a 
lot of expenditures in recent 
years, we’ve increased in clubs 
as well, so we’re giving more 
money. Clubs are asking more 
from the surplus fund to bet-
ter their club and the student 
body as a whole,” Liriano said.

While historically ASG 
has remained consistent in 
the amount it is allocating 
towards clubs, the increase in 
clubs is not a primary reason 
for the increase in spending.

“The increase in clubs has 
made some of an impact, but 
it’s not one of the major rea-
sons as to why,” Jamerson 
said. “The major reason has to 
be the expenditures and the 
under enrollment. When new 
clubs come in, the amount 
allocated is based on the fact 
that they are a new club. So it’s 

Smaller-scale demonstrations took place across 
the globe, but NYC is considered one of the largest 
climate marches in history. Demonstrators pushed 
for a demand to action, targeting global leaders. 

On Tuesday, Sept. 23, a United Nations summit 
brought world leaders together to discuss action to-
wards a global climate deal. 
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Katie Stanger, ’16, waits as Maggie Dugan, ’18, rings up her order in Grounds for Change.  Matthew Deutsch, ’18, not pictured, helps Dugan prepare Stanger’s coffee. Dugan and 
Deutsch are new student workers, volunteering their free time to run the coffee shop.

RACHEL WANG/THE CAMPUS
Volunteers and board members put up signs informing students of 
the opening date. 
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The sprinkle bar gives students the opportunity to add some spice and 
color to drinks and ice cream that GFC occasionally offers. 

cussions and hold and attend 
campus events.

Currently there are 12 
board members, nine being 
on campus this semester. 

“We are like the glue that 
holds GFC together and keeps 
it running,” said Mattwig.

Mattwig is in charge of the 
atmosphere of GFC, cleaning 
the space and making sure it 
looks presentable.

Emmett Barr, ’17, is also a 
previous volunteer and cur-
rent board member. 

“I love volunteering here 
and that is one of the reasons 
I want to be on board,” said 
Barr. “I saw the impacts this 
place has on them and I want 
to be a part of this cohesive 
group.” 

Barr works at Confections 
of a Cake Lover, from which 
GFC receives food items, lo-
cated in downtown Meadville 
and has a self-proclaimed 
passion for desserts and bak-
ing. Barr hopes to bring his 
knowledge and love for food 
to GFC this year and is excit-
ed to communicate with other 
local bakery providers includ-
ing Save Room For Dessert 
and Creative Crust. 

GFC strives to support 
local food and environmen-
tal sustainability. Besides the 
desserts from local baker-
ies, GFC gets its coffee from 
Happy Mug Coffee Company 
in Edinboro, Pa., which also 
sells to The Market House in 
downtown Meadville.

In addition to providing 
coffee and food, GFC hosts 
a wide range of events, often 
including performative group 
projects and bringing bands 
to the venue. 

“Events here tend to be 
causal, to bring in intimate 
people, where then can feel 
comfortable,” said Mattwig. 

“And everything in GFC, un-
less it is behind the counter, is 
open to the public.”

Jared Balik, ’16, has en-
joyed GFC’s atmosphere since 
his first year at Allegheny.

“I use the space to do work 
and socialize,” said Balik. “It is 
a space where I can be extro-
verted while also being intro-
verted. I can surround myself 
with people and I can zone 
out and do work. It is a reli-
able place for me to get work 
done.”

GFC from page 1

not like a new club is going to 
get a huge percentage of our 
budget. It’s very relative to the 
situation.”

The expenditure with the 
largest price tag goes to the 
Crawford Area Transporta-
tion Authority Loop, the bus 
route provided for students. 
One hundred percent funded 
by ASG, the Loop is budgeted 
for $24,000. That, combined 
with the Major Events Con-
cert last year, has caused for a 
sharp decrease in the general 
fund. Last year, ASG’s man-
agement of the expenditures 
led to dipping into surplus 
funds by $2,000.

“When we say that we go 
negative, it’s not necessarily 
like you have a bank card and 
you go negative,” Jamerson 
said. “We weren’t spending 
money that we didn’t have, it 
was just that we had a specific 
allotted amount for general 
funds but due to the necessi-
ties that we couldn’t foresee, 
we had to dip into the surplus 
more and more.”

Hailsham credited this 
poor management to a lack of 
understanding of the role of 
the financial treasurer.

“The previous treasurer 
and financial controller didn’t 
manage our budget right and 
didn’t keep track of what peo-
ple were spending,” Hailsham 
said. “So we overspent by 
$2,000. That’s the main rea-
son. The hope is that this year, 
with [Liriano] and [Jamer-
son] on finance...this won’t 
happen and we’ll also develop 
a more sound understanding 
of what finance is and how 
ASG can actually utilize our 
money to benefit the entire 
community.”

Looking ahead, ASG is still 
asking for student organiza-
tions and clubs to come in 

and request money but asking 
clubs to be more aware of how 
they get their funds.

“The current financial 
situation is definitely some-
thing we need to be proac-
tive in dealing with, but it’s 
not something necessarily to 
be alarmed with,” Jamerson 
said. “I don’t think students 
should think that all the plans 
that they have for their clubs 
or other plans they had for 
themselves or smaller groups 
has to be drastically affected. 
It’s just that we’re asking them 
to be a little more cognizant 
of the money that they spend 
or a little bit more cognizant 
of how they actually want to 
accomplish this certain goal.”

CLASS from page 1

tirely paperless. The college’s 
hope was to streamline the 
application process, making it 
more accessible and efficient 
for applicants and for the col-
lege but the new system pre-
sented challenges. 

The new program that the 
college will be using in its ef-
fort to go paperless is called 
Customers Relation Manage-
ment (CRM). It allows the 
college to digitize all the doc-
uments related to admission 
that would have been tradi-
tional hard copies in the past. 

 Dalton explained that the 
program requires admissions 
officers to click back and 
forth between documents on 
the computer screen, slowing 
down the process. 

The conversion to the new 
CRM system began in June 
2013 but was not up and run-
ning until Oct. 1 of the same 
year.

Around this same time 
the Common Application, an 
online application accepted 
by most colleges, suffered an 
internal failure, making it dif-
ficult  for admissions counsel-
ors and high school guidance 
counselors to submit neces-
sary documents to colleges.  

Dalton explained that docu-
ments through the Common 
Application were received 
by the admissions office but 
when opened, documents 
appeared blank or were for-
matted incorrectly. Dalton 
explained that these program 
glitches took a toll on receiv-
ing applications for the class 
of 2018.

“By the time we had begun 
to catch our stride we were 
already behind in our num-
bers,” said Dalton.

Dalton explained that 
technological difficulties were 
not the only issue that the 
admissions office faced this 
year. The issue of college debt 
played a large role in the ad-
missions process as well. In 
recent years the debate over 
whether college is still a good 
investment has caused many 
to rethink it as an investment.   

Another factor that has af-
fected admissions numbers is 
that the sizes of high school 
graduating classes has been 
decreasing in recent years, 
giving colleges fewer overall 
applications. 

“There is a declining pool 
of students from which to se-
lect your class,” said Dalton 

on the recruiting process.  
Competing with other 

colleges for applicants cre-
ated a financial obligation, 
on Allegheny’s end, to pres-
ent strong financial aid pack-
ages. Dalton noted that many 
schools offered competitive 
financial aid packages to stu-
dents this year. 

The effects of under enroll-
ment will be felt by all stu-
dents at Allegheny, not just 
the class of 2018. Dalton ex-
plained that the budget for the 
academic year is in the works, 
and it will be smaller than in 
previous years. 

Linda Wetsell, chief finan-
cial officer and treasurer, said 
that the college has about $1 
million less in the budget than 
previous years. She attributed 
a large part of it to the under 
enrollment of the first year 
class. 

“It has a financial implica-
tion because we have less rev-
enue,” said Wetsell.    

Some organizations have 
already felt the cut backs. Al-
legheny Student Government 
(ASG) upon receiving its 
budget for the the year found 
it will be working with signifi-
cantly less money than previ-

ous years.
ASG’s budget in the past, 

has been around $310,000, 
according to Miguel Liriano, 
’16, the ASG treasurer. He 
explained that the number 
fluctuates slightly from year 
to year because the budget is 
tied directly to the number of 
students on campus but this 
year’s drop is a much larger 
drop than ASG has ever expe-
rienced.

ASG’s budget for the 2014-
2015 academic year is cur-
rently set at $293,410. A drop 
of approximately $17,479 
from last year’s budget. 

“It is evident that under en-
rollment is taking a toll on the 
student body,” said Liriano.

Liriano says that ASG will 
have less money to give to stu-
dent organizations this year, 
but that this is not a financial 
end all for ASG. 

“We just have to be more 
fiscally responsible,” said 
Liriano.  

According to Wetsell the 
new budget for this year is set 
to be presented to the Board 
of Trustees on Oct. 17. 

I think we are 
thinking more 
critically on what 
is needed and 
what is not need-
ed. There’s a dif-
ference between 
a need and a 
want, and there’s 
a difference be-
tween something 
that’s important 
and not impor-
tant.

“

“

Larry 
Hailsham
ASG President

ADVERTISEMENT

The Campus is proud to announce its partnership 
with Allegheny Television and Film Union. 

This collaboration will allow for print 
and broadcast media to work 

together on one platform. 
Stay tuned for videos 

starting Oct. 6!
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CRIME BLOTTER

Sept. 20, 2014
Caflisch Hall

Student being investigated for several college violations which included 
public drunkenness, disorderly conduct, resisting arrest, use of controlled 

substance and harassment. 

Sept. 21, 2014
Campus Center 

Two students being investigated for underage drinking.

EVENTS CALENDAR

Biology Club Guest Lecture: Paul N. MacDonald
Friday, Sept. 26, 12 p.m., Steffee B102

Paul MacDonald, from Case Western Reserve University (CWR), will give a 
half-hour talk on “Nothing but Skin and Bones: Lessons Learned from the 

Vitamin D Receptor Knockout Mice.” He will then talk about opportunities at 
CWR (graduate school and medical school). Pizza provided.

Open Improvisation Sessions in Dance and Music
Friday, Sept. 26, 4-4:30 p.m., Montgomery Performance Space

Sessions take place regularly on Fridays throughout the semester. No experi-
ence is necessary, but bring your own instrument or come to dance.

Wingtennial Weekend
Friday, Sept. 26 and Saturday, Sept. 27

The Madison Letter will perform on the Gator Quad at 7 p.m. on Friday. On 
Saturday, come to the Gator Quad at 4 p.m. to eat local wings, get a free T-shirt 

and watch the wing-eating contest.

Capture the Flag
Friday, Sept. 26, 9 p.m., Brooks Walk

Join the Night’s Watch and Dumbledore’s Army for a game of capture the flag.

Make A Difference Day
Saturday, Sept. 27

Volunteers, who should sign up with the Office of Community Service and Ser-
vice Learning, should arrive at Diamond Park by 7:30 a.m. and expect to work 

for three to five hours.

Swim and Dive 5
Saturday, Sept. 27, 9 a.m., Ernst Trail

Registration is $20 for this 5-mile walk or run. Sign up at www.bigwhitetrailer.
com/register.

Antaeus Dance Concert
Saturday, Sept. 27, 8 p.m., Montgomery Performance Space

Antaeus Dance presents its annual fall concert. Both the concert and the mas-
ter class are free: make reservations by calling 814-332-2813.

Combat Paper Workshop
Monday, Sept. 29 through Saturday, Oct. 4, 10 a.m.- 4 p.m., Doane Hall of Art

Artist Nathan Lewis will lead participants in a weeklong papermaking and 
bookmaking workshop in which uniforms and other cotton clothing of per-
sonal significance are cut up, beaten into pulp and formed into sheets of pa-
per. Participants will then create artwork and/or write stories on the paper as 
a healing process to deal with traumatic events in their lives. This is a “Word 

Made Flesh” conference event.

Talk by Beth McCoy: “Gulf Wars and Warriors at the Post Katrina Cross-
roads”

Monday, Sept. 29, 12 p.m., Campus Center 301
Beth McCoy is Distinguished Teaching Professor at the State University of New 

York, Geneseo. This is a “Word Made Flesh” conference event.

Keynote Presentation by Brian Castner and Performance by Exit 12
Monday, Sept. 29, 7 p.m., Vukovich Center for Communication Arts

Iraqi War veteran Brian Castner is the author of “The Long Walk: A Story of 
War and the Life That Follows.” His talk will be followed by a performance 

by Exit 12 Dance Company, which advances the idea that art heals. This is a 
“Word Made Flesh” conference event.

Aflac Information Session
Monday, Sept. 29, 4 p.m., Reis Hall Treasure Room

Learn more about career opportunities with Aflac insurance.

Teach For America Information Table
Tuesday, Sept. 30, 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Campus Center lobby

Visit the Teach For America information table to learn more about the organi-
zation.

Panel Discussion: Peace, War, Violence and Moral Psychology
Tuesday, Sept. 30, 7 p.m., Campus Center 301

Panelists include Assistant Professor of Psychology Lydia Eckstein Jackson, 
Licensed Psychologists Tony and Marsha Pedone and Professor John Christie-

Searles. This is a “Word Made Flesh” conference event.

Presentation on “Understanding ISIS”
Wednesday, Oct. 1, 12:20 p.m., Tillotson Room, Tippie Alumni Center

Professor Younus Mirza will talk about how the religious rhetoric of Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) leaders connect to its political project, and Assis-

tant Professor of Political Science Shanna Kirschner will discuss the reasons for 
ISIS’s success thus far and the strategic implications of the group’s rise.

Screening of “The Invisible War”
Wednesday, Oct. 1, 6:30 pm., Quigley Hall Auditorium

A screening of the documentary “The Invisible War” will be facilitated by Bar-
bara Shaw, assistant professor of women’s studies, and Bruce Harlan, executive 
director of Meadville Women’s Services. This is a “Word Made Flesh” confer-

ence event.

Panel Discussion: War, Trauma and the Arts
Wednesday, Oct. 1, 6:30 p.m., Ford Chapel

Combat Paper Artist Nathan Lewis and Assistant Professor of Dance and 
Movement Studies Eleanor Weisman will lead the discussion. This is a “Word 

Made Flesh” conference event.

Panel Discussion: Historical Trauma, Commemoration, Absence
Thursday, Oct. 2, 6 p.m., Ford Chapel

This discussion on faith and religion will be led by Chaplain Jane Ellen Nickell 
and Associate Professor of Philosophy and Religious Studies Eric Boynton. It 
will be followed at 7 p.m. by an interfaith vigil. This is a “Word Made Flesh” 

conference event.

ASG UPDATES

The Campus is printed every Friday 
during the academic year, except during breaks and 
exam periods. 

Advertising:(814)332-5386
Box 12, Allegheny College 
520 N. Main St.  
Meadville, PA 16335

ASG voted 40-1 to keep Chompers green on Tuesday, 
Sept. 23!

ASG received the list of emails of all constituents and 
direct representation has begun!

The next ASG meeting will be in the Campus Center 
Lobby, Tuesday, Sept. 30 at 7 p.m.

A vote passed to transfer $3,000 from the speaker fund 
to the general fund 

ASG President Larry Hailsham will have a meeting 
with President James Mullen on Oct. 9 to follow up on 

the search for a new provost.

ASG’s new and improved website will be up and 
running next week.

James Fadden, director of information technology 
services, is handling all meal plan complaints and ASG 

is voicing student concerns to him.
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over 500 million iTunes users.
Some ask, “What’s the big 

deal? If you 
don’t want 
the music, 
just delete 
it.” They are 
missing the 
point. Not 
only do 
we reserve 
the right 
to manage 
our own 
music with 
our own 
tastes but 
we also 
trust com-
panies like 
Apple to 
keep our 
d e v i c e s 
secure, re-
spect our 
p r i v a c y 
and more. 
For them 
to turn around and force 
some album onto our devices 
without our permission is 
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U2’s automatic download controversial

THE SIMPLE THINGS

Just a couple weeks ago, I 
was listening to some music 
on iTunes, when suddenly, a 
song I had never heard before 
started playing; it was a U2 
song. 

At first I was confused, be-
cause I only had one U2 song 
in my entire library, but it 
was not that one. I shrugged 
it off, until another U2 song 
started playing. I got slightly 
scared. I thought someone 
had been using my iTunes 
account to purchase music 
and I even went as far as to 
check my purchase history, 
which thankfully, showed 
nothing recent. So what was 
this strange album which had 
just appeared in my music li-
brary?  

As it turns out, Apple was 
giving out U2’s new album, 
“Songs of Innocence,” free on 
iTunes.

The new album acts as any 
iTunes purchase, meaning it 
shows up in the iCloud and 
it cannot be deleted entirely 
from one’s account. By de-
fault, songs in the iCloud are 
automatically shown in the 
music library and streamed 
from the cloud when they 
are played. If you have your 
settings set to automatically 
download new purchases, 
these new songs will down-
load into your library on any 
device that your Apple ac-
count is logged into.

Many people, including 
me, are not too happy about 
this new addition to our play-
lists. So what is the big deal? 

The problem is that there 
is no notification explain-
ing that the album is free or 
even that the new album was 
added to your library at all. 
Instead of simply adding an 
optional way of download-
ing the new album on their 
website, Apple did something 
completely unwarranted and 
shoved it into the playlists of 

RYAN YAMADA
Contributing Writer 
yamadar@allegheny.edu

pure betrayal. It could have 
been any band or artist, but 

it would 
not make 
a differ-
ence. It 
is purely 
the fact 
that a 
company 
t houg ht 
its right 
to in-
vade on 
their us-
ers self-
managed 
l i b r a r -
ies is the 
problem.

R e c -
ommen-
d a t i o n s 
are a 
p opu l ar 
sight on 
m o d e r n 
s o c i a l 

media sites like YouTube and 
Tumblr. Personally, I find 
them annoying as well, but at 

BY JONATHAN YEE

least they are mostly harmless 
in that you never have to ac-
tually view the recommended 
content unless you choose to. 

This stunt, on the other 
hand, takes recommenda-
tions to a whole new level. 
Instead of simply suggesting 
you check out new content, it 
downloads the content onto 
your computer or account 
without notice, then says 
“Hey, now its here, but if you 
don’t want it, then you can just 
delete it!” But in truth, if I did 
not want it, then it should not 
have been downloaded onto 
my account in the first place.

Nothing is truly free; Ap-
ple paid U2 over $100 million 
to release the album for free, 
according to the New York 
Times. This is no “gift” or even 
act of generosity, as Apple and 
U2 like to say. Would a com-
pany pay millions of dollars in 
an act of generosity to its cus-
tomers? No, this is simply an 
exclusive deal. In fact, “Songs 
of Innocence” is not avail-
able for download anywhere 

Dear Gators,  

Most of you know that 
the change in the book-
store’s policy this year made 
it harder for students to af-
ford their textbooks. Students 
and administrators eventually 
reached a compromise; those 
who can’t pay for their books 
any other way will be able to 
talk with Pete LeBar and have 
the books charged to their 
account. But this agreement 
fails to address the true issue: 
that students are being forced 
into debt to pay for books. 
Between 2003 and 2013, text-
book prices rose 82 percent, 
nearly four times the rate of 
inflation. Surveys have found 
that nearly half of students 
factor textbook costs into 
their decisions about which 

classes to take. And 94 per-
cent of students said that their 
grades would be affected if 
they didn’t buy the textbooks 
for their courses.

In light of all this, I chal-
lenge members of this com-
munity to prevent con-
versations about textbook 
affordability and accessibility 
from dying out. What sets Al-
legheny apart from other col-
leges is the caliber of education 
offered here combined with 
our dedication to achieving 
social justice. Our statement 
of community makes it clear 
that we have made a commit-
ment “to creating an inclusive, 
respectful and safe residential 
learning community that will 
actively confront… discrimi-
nation” and promote equal-
ity. This is all to say that while 
sports, late night activities 
and other college-sponsored 
events make Allegheny the 
place we love to live and think 
of as home, these expendi-
tures are not central to the 

C o l l e g e’s 
fundamen-
tal pur-
pose.         
Any sum 
spent on 
b u i l d i n g 
r e n o v a -
tions while 
s t u d e n t s 
cannot af-
ford access 
to their 
c o u r s e 
books is an 
offense to 
the mission 
of Alleghe-
ny College. 
All of us 
(students, 
a d m i n i s -
trators and 
professors 
alike) have 
an obliga-
tion to help make learning 
more accessible. To that end, 
here are some ideas we might 
pursue to increase textbook 

A letter to the Allegheny community
BRIANNA CUSANNO
Contributing Writer
cusannob@allegheny.edu

but iTunes until October 13. 
Apple is only hoping to reel 
in some new customers with 
this deal.

This raises some concerns 
for future marketing prac-
tices. It is no secret that con-
tent creators can pay compa-
nies to promote their content 
on nearly all forms of social 
media today. Just look at pro-
moted tweets on Twitter or 
promoted posts on Facebook. 
So is this just the start of even 
more obnoxious content pro-
motions on iTunes and other 
media services? Soon enough 
we will find bands paying 
Apple to push albums or indi-
vidual tracks to iTunes users’ 
libraries in effort of promot-
ing their group. Apple may 
start a common practice of 
paying popular music artists 
for more exclusive deals in 
hopes that they will lure in 
more customers. 

Is Apple’s technology overstepping consumer privacy?

affordabil-
ity.

P r o f e s -
sors should 
be encour-
aged to fac-
tor cost into 
their deci-
sions about 
r e q u i r e d 
materials. In 
introducto-
ry classes in 
particular, 
professors 
might com-
pare their 
o p t i o n s 
and assign 
a cheaper 
book.

P r o f e s -
sors might 
provide the 
page num-
bers for 

readings in the next-to-most 
recent editions of books and 
upload supplementary ma-
terials missing from older 

editions to Sakai. This would 
allow students to buy older 
editions and therefore keep 
up in class while saving hun-
dreds of dollars in some cases.  

The Pelletier Library 
should create a “reserves” 
section comprised of the 
textbooks required for each 
course during the current 
semester. These books would 
be available for in-library use 
only. This would allow stu-
dents who cannot afford to 
purchase or rent their own 
books and who are waiting 
for books to be shipped from 
vendors can participate fully 
in their classes.

Students and professors 
could work together to re-
design courses around open 
source textbooks and free on-
line resources. Students who 
have already completed a par-
ticular class might, as an inde-
pendent study, research free 
alternatives to the previously 
assigned books. This could 
be an excellent opportunity 

for students to engage more 
deeply with course materi-
als, provide feedback for pro-
fessors and gain experience 
designing and structuring a 
course. 

This is hardly a definitive 
list of our options. I know 
that all of you are capable of 
coming up with dynamic so-
lutions to this issue and that’s 
why I want all of you to be a 
part of the ongoing discussion 
around textbook affordability.

In closing, I want to  
emphasize that this issue is 
much larger than the recent 
change in bookstore policy. I 
am asking you to think about 
what message we are sending 
to students by making socio-
economic status a barrier to 
education. I am asking that 
we make a statement about 
the broader values of this 
community.

Sincerely,
Brianna  Cusanno

Student invites peers to discuss the issues concerning raising textbook prices 

...we also trust com-
panies like Apple to 
keep our devices se-
cure, respect our pri-
vacy and more, so for 
them to turn around and 
force some album onto 
our devices without our 
permission is just pure 
betrayal.

“

“

Ryan Yamanda

I am asking you 
to think about 
what message we 
are sending to stu-
dents by making 
soc io-economic 
status a barrier to 
education. “

Briana Cusanno

“
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  Just   for  the   health   of  it
Columnist: ‘You are what you eat’

Being on a college cam-
pus can make eating right 
a tough task. The culture 
that we are immersed in 
often forces us to eat at 
odd times of the day, eat 
late at night, and eat un-
healthy foods in general. 
Our fast paced, busy life-
style often makes us think 
that making a Hot Pocket 
is the easiest and quick-
est way to get a meal in. 
It seems that no healthy 
options exist in our din-
ing halls, or at local res-
taurants. 

Our diet can easily 
downgrade from decently 
healthy to extremely poor 
in only a week’s time. Al-
though a good diet may 
not seem very important, 
it is critical both physi-
cally and mentally that 
we eat as well as we can, 
or ramifications may oc-
cur. Today, I would like 
to offer up some quick, 
easy tips for eating right, 
as well as the one diet rule 
that I live by on a daily 
basis. 

First, let’s explore the 
options of on campus din-
ing facilities. At Brooks, 
it is easy to be drawn to 
pizza, burgers, and ice 
cream. Obviously, these 
items taste better than 
some of the healthier al-
ternatives, and are at our 
disposal in large amounts 
day in and day out. How-
ever, you can only choose 
these foods for so long be-
fore negative effects will 
begin taking place. 

Be aware that Brooks 
also has many healthy op-
tions as well; salads, fruit, 
sandwiches, and my per-
sonal favorite, omelets, are 
much better alternatives 
to the previous options. 
Make a conscious effort to 
get a salad with your pizza 
or the vegetable of the day 
with your burger—it will 
do wonders. Additionally, 
take a couple of pieces of 
fruit on the way out of 
Brooks to keep in your 
dorm room for a healthy 
breakfast (a person can 
only eat Pop Tarts for so 
long). 

At McKinley’s, it is ex-
tremely easy to eat well. 
If you frequent the Grill, 

try some grilled chicken 
or a breakfast sandwich 
instead of fried tenders or 
onion rings. 

If you haven’t tried 
the salad bar here, do so 
a few times a week—it is 
a much better alterna-
tive to loaded nachos for 
lunch, and it won’t kill 
you (I promise). Finally, 
cut back on the soda and 
choose water. Water is 
free, and doesn’t have the 
terrible effects on your 
body that soda does; it is 
a win-win choice. 

If you live in a build-
ing that allows you to 
cook your own meals, I 
highly recommend doing 
so. Weekly groceries cost 
much less than a meal 
plan, and buying your 
own food allows you to 
control exactly what you 
eat. You will be able to 
choose healthy options, 
creating a much bet-
ter diet for yourself than 
what the dining halls are 
ultimately able to offer. 
Cooking for yourself can 
take as little as 10 min-
utes, and the reward of a 
healthy lifestyle will pay 
priceless dividends. 

GAVIN NIRMAIER
Columnist
nirmaierg@allegheny.edu

Eight students invested 
in Meadville’s current state 
of health are currently col-
laborating to develop a health 
needs assessment survey. This 
survey is called a Community 
Health Needs Assessment 
(CHNA) and was first con-
ducted in the Meadville com-
munity in the early 1980s. The 
last was conducted in 2011. 

The students found the 
2011 survey unreliable due to 
the length and upper reading 
levels  it was written in. 

The group is working to 
distance themselves from the 
issue of fluoride in Meadville’s 
water that became a large fo-
cus of the community’s health 
last year. Instead, they are try-
ing to figure out exactly what 
is the biggest reason for hos-
pitalization in the community 
so they can figure out the best 
way to provide treatment. 

Rebecca Dawson, profes-
sor of biology, is coordinating 
with the group to construct an 
accurate survey to distribute. 

“We’re thinking about data 
in the public health sense,” 
Dawson explained. “The 
number one reason for visits 
to the [emergency room] cur-
rently is pain.” 

This result appeared con-
sistent in all age groups, from 
pediatric to geriatric.

Various kinds of pain fall 
under this category, including 
mouth pains, stomach pains, 
chest pains and so on, al-
though Dawson did note that 
mental illness was a rising re-
sult for emergency room ad-
mittance cause. 

The group gathered and 
analyzed the results on multi-
ple occasions to try and make 
more specific the reasons for 
admittance. 

“We need a more in-depth 
perspective on the health of 
the community,” said one of 
the students working on the 
project, Erica Salizonni, ’16. 
“The assessment will require 
the community members 
to answer further questions 
based on the top health is-
sues...in the community.”

The top issues will be de-
termined based on what the 
assessment team finds in their 
analysis. 

“We will be able to use the 
information to further deter-
mine what health issues the 
community needs most help 
with,” Salizonni added. 

Another participating stu-
dent, Elizabeth Schafer, ’17, 
evaluated the needs assess-
ment  survey to be beneficial 

for the community in the 
health care opportunities it 
can bring attention to. 

“It will allow for different 
health concerns to be dis-
covered so intervention pro-
grams can be developed to 
improve the overall health in 
the community,” she said. 

Another goal of the proj-
ect is to find noticeable health 
disparities, access to care, 
quality of care and health be-
haviors. 

The assessment is not lim-
ited to community residents. 
The project is meant to assess 
the Allegheny College com-
munity as well. 

The interest in the proj-
ect began in Dawson’s 2013 
junior seminar class full of 
global health studies and bi-
ology students. They were 
tasked with creating methods 
of developing an accurate sur-
vey assessing the Meadville 
population being served by 
the Medical Center. Recom-
mendations on the most ef-
fective development of the 
survey were later presented to 
the Medical Center. 

Some of the students be-
came more invested in the 
project and wanted to work 
further on it. Those, along 
with students from outside 
the class that later joined, sent 
in a proposal for funding to 
conduct a mail survey, includ-
ing a deadline. They were ap-
proved in spring of 2014. 

The students plan to mail 
the survey to 1500 people to 
gather information on risk 
factors and individual health. 
They anticipate the survey to 
be under 500 words and no 
higher than a grade seven 
reading level, and the mini-
mum amount of response 
participants is set at 400. 

Currently involved in the 
research and survey devel-
opment as well as Salizonni 
are Erica Bryson, ’15, Austin 
Cosgrove, ’15, Sierra Hall, ’16, 
Mary Nagel, ’15, Elizabeth 
Schafer, ’17, Alejandro Weil, 
’15, and Matt Zaboroski, ’17. 

Since the needs assessment 
must be conducted every 
three years, students will be 
able to participate in future 
research and analyzation of 
information. 

The quantitative data com-
paring the health needs of 
the community and the state 
became available this Sep-
tember, and in Sept. 2015 the 
results of their survey will be 
collected, evaluated and dis-
tributed. By Dec. 2015, they 
plan to have the final report of 
the needs assessment to dis-
tribute. 

With all of this be-
ing said, it is fine to live 
a little. Eating healthy, to 
some people, means that 
no room exists for eating 
foods that are unhealthi-
er. If eating healthy turns 
into eating “perfectly,” it is 
almost impossible to stay 
sane, and psychological 
problems with body im-
age, etc. can arise. 

The rule that I live by 
each week is the 80/20 
Rule. This means that I 
eat healthy around 80% of 
the time, and allow myself 
some leeway to eat things 
that taste good, but may 
not be the healthiest op-
tion (the 20%). This rule 
allows flexibility of the 
diet, while also promoting 
a healthy lifestyle. 

This week, challenge 
yourself to choose bet-
ter food options. You will 
find that while it may be 
difficult at first, you will 
feel happier and healthi-
er. And as the weather is 
turning dreary, and the 
grind of the school year is 
in full swing, who doesn’t 
want to feel a little better?

Meadville undergoes 
health assessment survey

PHOTOS BY RACHEL WANG/THE CAMPUS

Top: Members of Students for Environmental Action from Allegheny College, Left to right: Amanda Sandor, ’16, Courtney James, ’18, and Katy 
Click, ’16, participated in the People’s Climate March in New York City on Sept. 21, 2014.

Left: A young boy waving his hands to the marching crowd stands in the window of a building during the march. 

CLIMATE from page 1

A police officer guarding the marching crowd by Central Park on Sept. 21, 2014, when people from all over the world came to New York City for 
People’s Climate March.
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
8:00 AM - 10:00 
AM

Allie Condon Billy Chappel Milton Guevara

10:00 AM - 12:00 
PM

Ben Bloom Sam Palmer Angela Adusaha

12:00 PM - 2:00 PM Larry Hailsham & 
Cheryl Hatch

Samuel Zamet Kris Troy Sean Gannon LSDj & Gizzy J Greg Singer

2:00 PM - 4:00 PM Moody Blake DeMarco Lauren Dominique & 
Rachel Robertson

Tom Halstead Special Ev Peter Stalter

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM Natalie Bensel Janelle Carlson Jeremy Shaban & Spen-
cer Subega

Jackie Verrecchia & 
Kristen Migliozzi

Francis Craft & Meghan 
Pierce

Rachel Wood

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Tyler Miller & Will 
Yarbrough

Andrew Skelly Jared & Bradley Pollock Bennett Gould Breeanna Mendiola Jeremy Loewer Maggie Stanger

8:00 PM - 10:00 
PM

Lauren Wind Dylan Boucher Caitlin Driscoll & Mad-
eleine Zimmermann

Julie Paynor & Hannah 
Seawall

Sam Quagliana Emily Rahravan Kate Beisler & Gusty 
Mead

10:00 PM - 12:00 
AM

Megan Greig Chris Lundberg Taylor Sherbine & Kim 
Seymour

John Watt DJ Davey Dave

12:00 AM - 2:00 
AM

Camden Lehr Roger “Boof ” Hatfull

Tune-in to WARC

Rating: 2 stars out of 5

I was intrigued to read this 
book after learning that the 
author was personally known 
by John Green, and was some-
one who partially inspired the 
character ‘Hazel’ in his best-
selling novel The Fault in Our 
Stars. He also dedicated his 
story to her. Like Hazel, Es-
ther Earl had childhood can-
cer and tragically succumbed 
to the disease at the age of 
only 16. 

While it’s horrible to lose 
a child and I am saddened 
she had to experience suffer-

This Star Won’t Go Out: The Life and Words of Esther Grace Earl

ing so young, I felt this book 
objectively fell flat. Though I 
must admit that John Green’s 
introduction was tear jerking, 
Earl’s writing offered little and 
frankly not much was said 
about her as a person other 
than she was considerate of 
those around her. 

The samples chosen of her 
writing were scattered and 
often pointless, including in-
side jokes that made it hard 
to follow. Instead of essays or 
stories written by the young 
author, the book primar-
ily consisted of Earl’s letters 
to her parents, diary entries, 
Skype chats with friends, and 
medical updates from the 
family of her illness. 

She reflected occasionally 

cumstances. That being said, 
far more emphasis was placed 
on her casual exchanges with 
friends than a deeper under-
standing of her thoughts to-
wards her illness.

 My favorite moments 
were when she would confide 
in her diary during the times 
felt angry or confused about 
her religion or the cancer. If 
she had offered more insight 
into this element of her jour-
ney, I felt the book as a whole 
could have provided readers 
a unique look into a child’s 
struggles with navigating ad-
olescence and grappling with 
such a powerful and destruc-
tive illness.  

Without her tragic back-
story and a connection to 

John Green I doubt this book 
would get the praise it’s re-
ceiving. Her friends and fam-
ily clearly cherished her, but 
beyond the inherently sad loss 
of life there were few lessons 
to be learned. 

This book reminds me of 
Marina Keegan’s “The Op-
posite of Loneliness” because 
both are posthumously pub-
lished collections of writing 
from a life lost too soon. I 
found Keegan’s essays to be 
both powerful and unpreten-
tious and would suggest it 
over Earl’s book. Admittedly, 
Keegan was a 22-year-old 
recent Yale graduate so it’s 
hard to hold Earl to the same 
standards, but Keegan’s es-
says were more universal and 

offer insight into life in your 
20’s.  Earl’s on the other hand 
serves as a terrific memento 
for family or friends that 
knew her well, but fails to en-
gage a larger audience. 

I am of course tragically 
sorry for the loss of Esther 
Earl, but I would skip on the 
book-- there are stronger nar-
ratives that remind you of the 
fragility of life.

The This Star Won’t Go 
Out Foundation is a charity 
created in Esther’s name. To 
learn more, and to support 
families struggling with the 
financial hardships related to 
childhood cancer, visit www.
tswgo.org. 

Reviewer is sympathetic to the writer but finds book is lacking any insight
By AURLEY MORRIS
Contributing Writer
morrisa@allegheny.edu

Mr. Smith comes 
to Allegheny

Combat Paper Conference and Art Exhibit to come to campus 
By CLAIRE TEAGUE
Features Editor 
teaguec@allegheny.edu

Jeff Smith engages with the student fellows of Allegheny’s Center for Political Participation at a dinner held in the Tippie 
Alumni Center. The CPP hosted an event earlier in the week that featured the documentary “Can Mr. Smith Get to Washington 
Anymore?” which followed Smith’s congressional campaign. The dinner was only one part of his visit to campus.  

        PHOTOS BY AURLEY MORRIS/THE CAMPUS

Smith answers a question from David Chudnovskiy, ‘16, follow-
ing his talk on prisoners rights.  Smith was a United States Sena-
tor who was imprisoned for a year. His talk at Allegheny College 
was titled “Mr. Smith Goes to Prison: Lessons from the Front 
Lines of our Nation’s Experiment with Mass Incarceration.”

The uniform is a symbol of 
service, respect and national 
pride for many but it can also 
be a canvas for expression. 
On Sept. 29 through Oct. 4, 
Allegheny College will be 
hosting a conference and art 
exhibit, “Word Made Flesh” 
which will feature the work 
of veterans from the Combat 
Paper Project.  

Through the Combat 
Paper Project, soldiers take 
the uniforms they wore in 
service and turn it into a me-
dium for art and expression. 
In paper-making workshops 
the veterans cut up their 
uniforms and work through 
several steps, ultimately turn-
ing their uniforms into sheets 
of paper. 

From there, the veterans 
are able to transform an 
object that used to represent 
conformity and sacrifice and 
transform it into a platform 

for artistic expression.  
Artist in Residence Profes-

sor Steve Prince and Associ-
ate Professor and Director of 
Writing Alexis Hart are the 
organizers of the conference 
and began their discussion 
of the Combat Paper Proj-
ect back in 2013. Prince is 
also the curator, along with 
Assistant Professor of Art 
and Gallery Director Darren 
Miller, and has his own work 
featured in the exhibition. 

They collaborated and 
invited 26 artists from across 
the nation to be involved in 
the exhibition. Each of the 
artists were given some of 
the combat paper, pre-made 
from the retired uniforms, to 
respond with their own work. 

“Once we went back and 
forth about the possibility 
of getting it here it started 
to grow right around us. As 
we began to think about the 
interdisciplinary interactions 
in terms of involving other 
departments, other profes-
sors, involving the students, 

involving the community, we 
began to think of all those 
different layers,” said Prince. 

Hart has previous experi-
ence with the Combat Paper 
Project from her tour of col-
lege and university campuses 
back in 2010. She was doing 
grant research with her co-
researcher Robert Thompson 
and they were working with 
students who were receiving 
tuition for their military ser-
vice as a part of the post-9/11 
G.I. Bill. 

“A couple of the campuses 
we visited were hosting the 
Combat Paper Project. I got 
to see it in action and that 
was one of my first introduc-
tions to the project,” said 
Hart. 

Hart hopes that the con-
ference will integrate experi-
ences and artistic expression 
along with an academic 
study of war and trauma. It 
was also important for both 
Hart and Prince to connect 
the Allegheny community of 
faculty and students to the 

local Meadville community 
through the conference. In 
addition to having nation-
ally recognized speakers and 
professors, the conference 
will be bringing in members 
of the greater Crawford Com-
munity like Bruce Harlan, 
executive director of Mead-
ville Women’s Services. 

Hart, who served in the 
U.S. Navy for six years of 
active duty, recognizes that 
there is space for the military 
experience to be combined 
with academic world. She 
also believes the conference 
will be relevant to students 
because the war has been 
such a presence in their lives. 

“Many of the students 
here probably can’t remem-
ber a time when our country 
wasn’t at war and yet it’s also 
been very distant for them,” 
said Hart. 

Ashley Keenen, ’15, 
is looking forward to the 
conference because of the 
partnership with the Combat 
Paper Project. 

“I’m glad that there is an 
organization out there that 
has dedicated itself to helping 
veterans make sense of the 
trauma they experienced. I’m 
excited to see their work,” 
said Keenen.  

The ultimate goal of the 
conference, according to 

Prince and Hart, is to think 
about the ways in which art 
helps people to articulate 
and process traumas that are 
present in every life, to one 
degree or another. This con-
nects to the earlier exhibition, 
the 8 Hour Project where the 
theme was loss. 

“I think that art becomes 
a wonderful way in which 
we can get people to grapple 
with and deal with those 
internal issues and hurts 
and pains and give them a 
place where they can actually 
express those things,” said 
Prince. “That which is hidden 
within can actually reveal 
itself through the artistic 
process. That is at the heart of 
the combat paper.”

Hart reflected on her own 
experiences in the navy and 
noted that military service is 
just one form of civic engage-
ment.

“I think service can come 
in many different forms, but 
I’m very proud that I spent 
time in a uniform,” she said. 

Steve Prince, Artist in Residence 
and event curator, designed this 
piece for the conference. The 
artwork was done on the paper 
made from veterans’ uniforms. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF 
STEVE PRINCE

on the struggles of cancer, but 
ultimately we got very little 
true insight into her journey. 
In many ways she was sim-
ply an ordinary child, which 
is a prominent aspect of the 
character Hazel, and it was 
refreshing not to see a sugar 
coated version of the realities 
of growing up under these cir-

PHOTO COURTESY OF
AURLEY MORRIS
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Zach Bauer

Nothing like a day of 
ollies, kick-flips and 
completing  missions 
on Nintendo 64’s Tony 
Hawk game to keep the 
stress of schoolwork at 
bay. This game console 
has occupied a space in 
Zach’s room since his 
freshman year.

Hope Collins

Sometimes we just need 
to write it out. Hope re-
members starting to 
journal soon after she 
first learned how to 
write. She finds it calm-
ing to write about her 
day or read through old-
er passages. 

Tori Durst

Tori makes sure to keep 
framed photographs on 
her dresser to brighten 
her day. In the left photo 
is a moment of celebra-
tion after her high school 
graduation with loved 
ones. In the right photo 
is a close up of her and a 
close friend. 

SENIOR 
COMFORTS

Photos by Meghan Hayman

No matter how near 
or far you have trav-
eled or whether it is 
the first or eighth 
time, you always 
keep a reminder of 

home.  

International club shares cultures

The International Club 
hosted their annual fall pic-
nic on the lawn outside North  
Village I on On Sunday, Sept. 
14. Food representing a vari-
ety of different cultures was 
provided by the club. Most of 
the food came from local ven-
dors, representing European, 
Asian, Mexican, Mediterra-
nean and American cultures.

The event was attended by 
a collection of international 
and non-international stu-
dents who enjoyed the food, 
music and games provided.

“You got to know people 
that you otherwise wouldn’t 
have found on campus,” said 
Molly O’Donnel, ’18. 

O’Donnel believes it is im-

portant to give people the op-
portunity to learn about new 
cultures and try things that 
are outside their normal daily 
routine.

The International Club 
gives both American and In-
ternational students the op-
portunity to share and learn 
about each other’s cultures 
says vice president Shu Yi 
Tang, ’17.

“The world is very diverse 
but also connected,” said 
Tang, who believes the club 
brings this diversity to cam-
pus. 

Tang said the main pur-
pose of the club is to teach 
other students who may have 
never stepped outside their 
comfort zones about different 
cultures.

Anyone is welcome to join 

the club, including non-inter-
national students.

 “You don’t have to have 
an international background, 
you just need to want to 
learn,” said club president Eve 
Pferdehirt, ’15.

The club holds biweekly 
meetings where they encour-
age club members to teach 
the rest of the club about their 
own culture. The meetings are 
open for anyone who wants to 
attend.

The fall picnic was the first 
of three major events that the 
club sponsors throughout the 
year. 

The International Dinner, 
held in November, is the club’s 
biggest event and has between 
200 and 300 students attend-
ing each year.

International students 

are requested to provide and 
cook recipes from their home 
countries. The students then 
spend the days before and the 
whole day of preparing their 
recipes that are then served to 
students and locals. 

Tang thinks that it gives 
the students an opportunity 
to bring a bit of home to Al-
legheny.

A spring picnic is also 
hosted by the club and is 
the last of their three major 
events, however they also try 
to organize a trip in the spring 
semester. 

For the last few years they 
have traveled to D.C. for one 
night to see the cherry blos-
soms. The status of this year’s 
trip is currently unknown.

By MEAGHAN WILBY
Contributing Writer
wilbym@allegheny.edu

First Student 
Experimental 
Theater 24-Hour 
Theater Fest

The 24-Hour Theater Fest was hosted by Student Experi-
mental Theater. The event had seven teams with four members 
per team. Beginning on Friday, Sept. 19 at 7:30 p.m., the teams 
were given a prop and a costume piece they were required 
to incorporate into their performances. In addition, each 
team had to include the line, “The moon is a little too bright 
tonight,” in the scripts.

Participants had 24 hours to write and produce their 
original short plays. The event culminated in the performance 
of the plays on Saturday, Sept. 20 at 7 p.m. in the Arter Little 
Theater. 

This was SET’s first event of the year and they currently 
have plans to hold another 24-Hour Theater Fest this upcom-
ing spring. 

Left to right: Megan Bart, ‘15, Rachael Robertson, ‘17, and Audrey Trotta, ‘18, perform in the first annual 24-Hour Theater Fest put on by Student Experimental Theater on Saturday, 
Sept. 20. 

PHOTOS BY AMASA SMITH/THE CAMPUS

Quinn Kobelak, ‘16, and Mary Lyon, ‘17, were in the first group to perform on Saturday. Participation 
in the festival was open to everyone, no experience necessary. 

Allie Condon, ‘16, portrayed a grandmother in a short play about 
Christmas.

Annual fall picnic hosted by local vendors and visiting students
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The men and women’s 
golf team began their fall sea-
son with a favorable start. At 
the Guy Kuhn Invitational, 
the men placed fourth of 12 
teams, while women’s golf at 
John Carroll Invitational re-
ceived second of 12. 

While the spring feels eons 
away, the golf team utilizes the 
fall season and off season gap 
as a push toward the spring 
season. Coach Jeff Groff be-
lieves the fall lays the founda-
tion for what is to come.

“Although there’s a big gap 
between the fall and spring, 
we’re just trying to use that 
through the off-season,” said 
Groff, “through the winter 
month, working indoors. 
We’re also where both teams 
were trying to hone in the 
short game aspect of things, 
doing a lot of putting drills.” 

The new year brought forth 
many fresh faces to the team, 
calling forth team bonding 
exercises, such as encourag-

ing attitudes and cheering up 
teammates. Co-captain Lau-
ren Wind, ’15, is excited for 
the season with a young team. 

“We’re really dedicated to 
this season,” said Wind. “As 
long as we can continue to get 
everyone’s scoring averages to 
low 80’s, then we have a really 
good chance at winning con-
ferences in the spring.” 

Despite golf being oriented 
as an individualistic sport, 
team work is crucial for the 
overall scoring and a person’s 
mentality toward the game. 

“You spend a lot of time 
with each other out here,” said 
Groff. “On the road, when 
we’re traveling, it’s important 
to get along, help each other 
out, support each other, go 
through good times as well as 
bad times.”

Because the players spend 
an abundance of time in the 
course during games, it leaves 
the team a lot of room to 
think about each shot. Play-
ers must be mentally ready 
and be completely focused, 
despite having time between 

each round. 
“It’s more important to be 

sharp mentally and not make 
bad decisions than [to] throw 
shots away,” said Jimmy Lash-
er, ’16. “It’s all about staying 
calm and focused in the pres-
ent moment.” 

In addition to connecting 
new players with returning 
players, improvements can al-
ways be made no matter how 
successful the team. 

“There’s always something 
to work on,” said Groff. “So 
the players come out here 
one day maybe working on 
their drives, their long irons 
for short game. It’s going to 

Golf teams use fall to prepare for spring

Last Saturday, the Allegh-
eny football team won their 
NCAC opener against Hiram. 

“I was ecstatic for them,” 
Coach Mark Matlak said. 
“We’ve had a lot of guys that 
haven’t stuck with it, but for 
the ones who did, seeing their 
faces of pure joy was awe-
some. They were rewarded for 
all of their hard work.”

Andrew Niklaus, ’15, said 
the team’s biggest goal this 
year is to revive the tradition 
of Allegheny football and get-
ting this first win of the year 
was the most crucial part of 
accomplishing that goal.

“Last year we had an upset-
ting season with not having a 
win. This was a huge stepping 
stone to where we want to go,” 
Ron Borne, ’15, said. Borne 
was named NCAC Defensive 
Player of the Week for the 
game on September 20. 

“I was thrilled and hon-
ored to receive the recogni-
tion,” Borne said.

The team has been work-
ing hard this season to im-
prove and has made many 
changes. 

Borne said the team ef-
fort was tremendous and they 
worked hard during their bye 
week and practices during 
game week. 

“I think there are three 
things I try to teach them,” 
Matlak said. “First to win in 

the classroom, meaning to 
do the right thing, go to class, 
complete assignments, and 
that carries into winning at 
practice which is a total pro-
cess for winning and seeing 
results on Saturday.”

The team has been work-
ing to put the previous sea-
sons behind them and focus 
on what this season will bring 
for them. 

“Not all games are going to 
be easy and we have to keep 
sticking with it,” Matlak said. 
“The know they can do it, 
there is talent and potential.”

Niklaus said the team did 
a good job of sticking to their 
offensive game plan. 

“Our goal was to run a play 
every 20 seconds and keep 
the defense on their heels,” 
Niklaus said. “We ran 89 plays 
total and did an excellent job 
of establishing our fast paced 
offense.”

Matlak said a the team is 
focusing on each game as it 
comes to them.

“I am talking to the team 
about one game seasons,” 
Matlak said. “We have eight 
mini games left and we can 
keep improving. It’s like a 
mini Super Bowl each game.”

Borne said he is looking 
forward to seeing the team 
continue to improve. 

“I look forward to seeing 
the team put in proper prepa-
ration to be in a position to 
win,” Borne said. 

The football team will trav-
el to Wabash on Sept. 27.

First football win 
in two seasons
By ALEX HOLMES
Sports Editor
holmesa2@allegheny.edu

By MIMI LAM
Staff  Writer
lamm@allegheny.edu

Women’s Tennis ends fall season 

AMASA SMITH/THE CAMPUS
Sun Mo Koo, ‘16, and her partner Sloane Prince, ‘16, not pictured, won their doubles match on Tuesday, Sept. 23, at Robertson Tennis Complex. Despite their win, the Allegheny 
Women’s Tennis Team closed out their season with 6-3 loss to John Carroll University. They will play again on Feb. 7, against Case Western Reserve University.

be crucial for us as well as the 
mental aspect of the game in 
terms of how we play each 
course.” 

Speaking as a co-captain, 
Wind gives advice to the new 
players that are large in num-
ber in terms of freshmen. 

“As you continue to put a 
lot of time and effort in golf, 
it’s going to give back,” said 
Wind. “Just continue to prac-
tice and never give up.” 

Lasher identified what 
changes needed to be input-
ted in order for both teams to 
thrive toward success. 

“I think developing more 
consistency is what we re-
ally need,” said Lasher. “Last 
year, we had tournaments 
where everybody played well 
and then there’s tournaments 
where everybody played bad.” 

The team’s successful start 
may or may not be a reflec-
tion of the rest of the year, but 
it does not mean the players 
are not working hard to fulfill 
those wishes. 

NCAC Runner of the Week: Logan Steiner
By CHLOE KEDZIORA
Junior Sports Editor
kedziorac@allegheny.edu

It’s all about staying 
calm and focused in 
the present moment. 

“
“

Jimmy Lasher 
Class of 2016

Gator   Updater
Women’s golf is hosting the Allegheny 
Invitational Sept. 28-29. 

Women’s volleyball is playing the 
Worthington Classic in Washington D.C. 
Sept. 26-27. 

Football will play at Wabash on Sept. 27.

Men’s and women’s soccer will travel to 
Denison to play on Sept. 27. 

Logan Steiner

The Campus: How does it 
feel to have been named Al-
legheny Male Athlete of the 
Week and  Allegheny Student 
Athlete Advisory Committee 
(SAAC) Athlete of the Month? 
Logan Steiner: It’s pretty 
good...to start off the season 
like that, it gives me great 
confidence. It boosts my mo-
tivation up a little bit, and be-
cause I’m coming off of a bad 
year last year, there’s a lot of 
stress so getting Athlete of the 
Week already this year makes 
me thrilled.
TC: What was your reaction 
when you found out?
LS: My reaction was, ‘Oh, I 
got it for something like this’, 
I wanted to get it for confer-
ences which is later in the sea-
son and it means a lot more 
if you’re Athlete of the Week 
for that and you get noticed 
for winning conference or re-
gionals, then that means that’s 

awesome. When I did find out 
I thought, that’s pretty cool 
I get noticed for all the hard 
work and time I put in. 
TC: What events do you par-
ticipate in?
LS: For track I do the 5K, I’m 
going to probably be doing 
the 10K this year. Last year 
it was the 5K, 1500, and I did 
an 800 a couple of times. I’m 
more excited to do the 10K 
this year because of how con-
ferences went last year.

TC: How do you prepare for 
each meet?
LS: We all have our individual 
rituals that we do. For me, I 
just make sure I’m not doing 
anything stupid the night be-
fore. I get my rest, I eat really 
well the night before, try to 
load up on the carbs as most 
runners do. Before the meet, 
the day of, we go for morning 
runs, shake-outs we call them, 
usually a mile, two miles tops. 
As we get closer to the meet 
time we do dynamics, like 
stretching out, loosening ev-
erything up and then do a 
little light tempo right before 
and that gets us in the right 
mindset and pace for the race.
TC: How do you keep yourself 
from getting into your head?
LS: I get in my head a lot, run-
ning is a 95% psychological 
sport. You are always in pain 
and in order to realize that the 
race just started, I have 8,000 
meters to run, you’re going 
to be in your head a lot. For 
me, at the start of races I like 

to communicate with some 
of the guys just because we’re 
not all hurting yet, so talking, 
pointing out some things, be-
ing distracted by little things 
on the course...just little 
things that you run by and 
just realize, hey this doesn’t 
suck as much as everyone 
thinks it does. I have to do as 
well as I can for my team be-
cause they’re doing their best 
for me.
TC: What do you hope to 
achieve in the remaining sea-
son?
LS: I’m hoping to stay healthy, 
I just had a cold so it’s unfor-
tunate, but we all get through 
that and our immune systems 
toughen up throughout the 
rest of the season. Staying in-
jury free as opposed to stress 
fracture, shin splints, any kind 
of ankle problems and what 
not. A lot of our runners are 
getting injured and it’s really 
unfortunate to see them go 
because they’re a part of the 
team.


