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Students help ‘Carry That Weight’

Mattress Walk 
organized to 
show solidarity

Alex Marrero, ‘18, writes a message on the mattress located in the Campus Center on Wednesday, Oct. 29 for the Carry the Weight movement 
to support survivors of sexual and domestic violence.

Mattresses are placed throughout campus to provide awareness for sexual and do-
mestic violence on Wednesday, Oct. 29. The movement was organized in response to 
Emma Sulkowicz carrying her mattress with her until her alleged rapist is expelled 
from Columbia University.

As part of the Carry 
That Weight movement, 
students, staff and faculty 
were encouraged to carry a 
mattress, pillow, or sheets 
throughout the day on 
Wednesday, Oct. 29. Del-

aney Heard, ’17, Valerie An-
thos, ’15, Jesikah Leeper, ’16, 
and Matthew Yen, ’15, headed 
organizing the event. The 
movement seeks to support 
survivors of sexual and do-
mestic violence by standing in 
solidarity for the cause. 

by AMASA SMITH
Photo Editor
smitha@allegheny.edu
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Utz earns 
honorable 
mention 
in contest

See MATTRESS 
WALK   page 2

Dean of students dispels campus rumors
By SAM STEPHENSON
Co-Editor-in-Chief
stephensons@allegheny.edu

Dean of Students Joseph 
DiChristina presented and 
discussed several items at the 
Oct. 21 Allegheny Student 
Government Meeting. Di-
Christina dispelled rumors 
of the Meadville Police and 
Safety and Security coopera-
tive agreement, talked about 
the ASG security camera 
resolution and presented the 
Student Conduct Report. 

Along with DiChristina, 
Jeffrey Schneider, head of 
safety and security, Jacquie 
Kondrot, associate dean of 
students and sexual harass-
ment officer, and Joe Hall, di-
rector of student conduct and 
development, were all in at-
tendance to answer questions. 

DiChristina spoke at 
length about the coopera-
tive agreement between the 
Meadville Police and the 
Safety and Security Office and 
said that campus security has 
no new powers they have not 

already had for quite some 
time. The cooperative agree-
ment has been in effect since 
2005 and was signed on June 
18, 2014. The agreement can 
be found online at the dean of 
students’ website. 

The cooperative agreement 
outlines the roles of both the 
Safety and Security Office 
and those of the Meadville 
Police. Primarily, Safety and 
Security investigate summary 
non-traffic violations which 
include underage drinking, 
disorderly conduct and pub-
lic drunkenness, thefts classi-
fied as summary violations or 
misdemeanors 1, 2 and 3 un-
der $2,000, criminal mischief 
summary violations or mis-
demeanor 3 under $500, and 
harassment or misdemeanor 
3 under $500.

According to Title 22 act 
501, nonprofit organizations 
have all the powers of a police 
officer in the commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. This Act was 
originally passed in 1972 and 
most recently amended in 
2004. Since Schneider arrived 

at Allegheny in 2010, only one 
arrest has been made.  

ASG senators relayed 
concerns from constituents 
about police being especially 

aggressive towards students. 
DiChristina and Schneider 
were unaware of any con-
cerns of police over extending 

their boundaries on campus. 
Schneider followed up with 
Meadville Police Chief Eric 
Young. 

“The next day [follow-
ing the ASG meeting] Jeff 
[Schneider] called the chief 
and inquired if somehow 
there’s been more patrols in 
the area that we were unaware 
of,” DiChristina said. “The an-
swer is ‘no,’ there hasn’t been 
anything from us asking for 
more patrols and nothing 
from the chief asking his of-
ficers to do more patrols.”

Both Schneider and Di-
Christina credited the possi-
ble enhanced presence to the 
new, younger officers in the 
department. 

According to DiChristina, 
there has been no increase in 
citations than what they have 
experienced in the past. So 
far, there have been approxi-
mately six to 10 citations giv-
en to Allegheny students by 
the Meadville police.

Another topic discussed by 
DiChristina was the ASG res-
olution that would give ASG 

the opportunity to vote on all 
placements of security camer-
as on campus. The resolution 
was presented to DiChristina 
and he ensured that no deci-
sion would be made without 
the consultation of student 
government. 

“Certainly ASG can make 
their vote,” DiChristina said. 
“I don’t see cameras going 
up without a consensus that’s 
in line with what ASG either 
now, or in the future, is look-
ing for in terms of what they 
sense is a safety issue where 
they would believe a camera 
would be most useful or not 
most useful. Certainly my 
point is that we will dialogue, 
we’ll participate in conversa-
tion with ASG and if at the 
ASG wants to make a vote 
that is their choice.”

While topics like the ASG 
resolution and Meadville Po-
lice rumors were a part of the 
discussion, the conversation 
was more geared towards the 
annual Student Conduct Re-

By ANGELA MAURONI
Science Editor
mauronia@allegheny.edu

Internship Coordinator 
Steve Utz won the honorable 
mention of the 2014 Leicester 
B. Holland Prize for his archi-
tectural sketching of Bentley 
Hall in September. 

Utz began an internship 
class teaching students how 
to do architectural drafts in 
fall of 2013, and he has since 
received a variety of students 
to his class, including but not 
limited to an art student, en-
vironmental science students 
and biology students.

Due to the weather, stu-
dents frequently move from 
indoors to outdoors and 
back, sketching what they can 
where they can.

One student, Paul Topor, 
’16, has participated in all 
three internships. He is the 
first architecture minor Al-
legheny has had, a minor he 
made himself. Although Pro-
vost Linda DeMeritt does not 
plan on making architecture 
an official minor, another 
student, Cindy Ramirez, ’17, 
plans on utilizing the ability 
to create her own minor as 
well. 

Topor expressed that he 
has always had an interest in 
architecture. 

“I did architecture in high 
school too and I thought this 
would be something interest-
ing for me to do,” Topor said. 

Though he eventually 
wants to do more designing 
than recording of architec-
ture, Topor is one of three 
participating in a sketching of 
Ruter this year. Working with 
him is Rachel Wang, ’17, and 
Utz. The three plan to enter 
a competition that Utz par-
ticipated in, the 2015 Holland 
Prize competition, as a team. 

Utz, who previously did 
the sketch on his own, felt 
that working with others 
would decrease the workload. 

Along with being awarded 
the honorable mention, Utz 
received a cash prize, which 
he has in the past donated to 
fundraising organizations in 
Meadville. 

Since last year, interest in 
his architectural sketching 
project has grown. 

He also said that the physi-
cal plant was pleased to hear 
about the sketchings since 
they do not have blueprints of 
many campus buildings

“They were very excited by 
me and a few students doing 
drawings of Bentley,” Utz said. 

Blueprints of the buildings 
will start being created from 
the sketches done in the in-
ternship. 

All of Utz’s first-year stu-
dents are doing sketches of 
different parts of Bentley, 
those being parts that they 
chose. 

“I give them kind of free 
reign,” Utz said. 

He also expressed excite-
ment that the project has fall-
en in line with the bicentenni-
al because more students will 
be around to see what is going 
on. It brings attention back to 
the history of the buildings, 

See SKETCH   page 3

There hasn’t been 
anything from us 
asking for more 
patrols and noth-
ing from the chief 
asking his officers 
to do more pa-
trols.

“

“

Joseph 
DiChristina
Dean of  
Students

See ASG   page 2
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MATTRESS WALK from page 1

The movement was started 
by Emma Sulkowicz, a senior 
at Columbia University, who 
was raped two years ago in 
her dorm room at Columbia. 
Her alleged rapist is still on 
campus, despite having three 
separate women accuse him 
of sexual assault.

Top Left: A mattress was set up in the campus center for people to sign to support sexual and domestic violence awareness. Bottom Left: The windows on the second floor 
of the campus center were painted to inform Allegheny community members of the mattress walk. Right: Students participate in the mattress walk on Wednesday, Oct. 29. 
People were encouraged to carry mattresses, pillows or blankets to symbolize their solidarity for the cause all throughout the day.

The mattress walk was or-
ganized by multiple clubs on 
campus, including the So-
journers Christian Fellowship 
and Allegheny Reproductive 
Health Coalition. Multiple 
mattress were set up in build-
ings across campus, including 
the Pelletier Library, Brooks 

port. The report highlights, 
among other things, non-
academic and academic in-
fractions from the past five 
academic years, fall of 2009 to 
spring of 2014. 

Though multiple adminis-
trators were in attendance to 
answer questions, fewer than 
10 constituents attended the 
meeting. 

According to Autumn Vo-
gel, vice president of ASG, the 
meeting was not well adver-
tised because they were un-
aware of exactly DiChristina 
would be reporting. 

“The outreach didn’t nec-
essarily happen for this last 
meeting that Joe [DiChris-
tina] was present for,” Vogel 
said. “We also didn’t realize 
that he would be presenting 
what he did and that it would 
call for so many people.”

This coming week, Katie 
Pope, Allegheny’s Title IX 
coordinator, will be at the 
meeting to discuss her role on 
campus and Professor of His-
tory Ian Binnington will be 
at the meeting to discuss the 
new proposed additions to 
the curriculum. 

The Campus will feature 
a more in-depth story on The 
Student Conduct Report in 
next week’s issue.

Dining Hall and Quigley, to 
spread awareness. About 30 
students participated in the 
Mattress Walk starting at the 
Campus Center at 6 p.m.

At 9 p.m. in the Campus 
Center, there was a forum 
discussion about how sexual 
assault is handled at Allegh-

eny. Participants talked about 
accessibility to Title IV infor-
mation on Allegheny’s web-
site, revitalizing the Women’s 
Center in Walker Hall and the 
availability of faculty mem-
bers such as Katie Pope, Al-
legheny’s Title IX coordinator, 
and Sue Gaylor, executive vice 

president. 
“We believe that Allegh-

eny is a place where positive 
change can happen, and so for 
us, organizing this event was 
a clear way to promote aware-
ness of sexual assault and rape 
culture at Allegheny and in 
the nation and to develop a 

plan of action for Allegheny, 
to work to end sexual assault 
and rape culture on our cam-
pus,” said Yen.

Students revamp Conservation Challenge
By JOSEPH TINGLEY
Staff  Writer
tingleyj@allegheny.edu

This October marks the 
fifth-annual October Energy 
Challenge, a four-week pe-
riod dedicated to reducing 
energy consumption. In the 
past the initiative has focused 
exclusively on reducing elec-
trical consumption, but this 
year the Conservation Chal-
lenge also includes campaigns 
to increase awareness for 
composting and reducing the 
number of plastic water bot-
tles consumed. The challenge 
runs through Friday, Nov. 7.

The initiative to reduce en-
ergy consumption has been 
effective in the past explained 
Casey Bradshaw-Wilson,  vis-
iting assistant professor of en-
vironmental science. 

“In the past it has reduced 
energy use by 10 percent,” 
said Wilson.

Wilson explained that the 
effort to save energy saves 
the college money during 
the month of October. The 
money is then given back to 
the environmental science de-
partment to be used to fund 

sustainability efforts for the 
college.

“In the past the money has 
gone to putting up solar pan-
els,” said Wilson.

Solar panels have been 
added to Steffee Hall over the 
past few years. The building 
has 26 total panels, with the 
first six installed in 2011. This 
year, students will decide how 
the savings are to be spent. 
Some of the proposed proj-
ects include more water bottle 
refill stations and automatic 
lights in residence halls.

Multiple Environmental 
Science 110 classes are direct-
ly involved in the Conserva-
tion Challenge. Students are 
broken up into groups, each 
taking a specific area of con-
servation. The students can 
choose either electric, com-
post or plastic water bottle 
consumption. The groups 
then puts together a cam-
paign to increase awareness 
for the challenge.

Ian Carbone, assistant pro-
fessor of environmental sci-
ence, expressed his satisfac-
tion with the effort that has 
been put forth by students. 

“I was at the campus cen-
ter on Monday and one of our 

groups was doing a puppet 
show focusing on compost-
ing, and they were pulling in a 
lot of people which was pretty 
cool,” said Carbone. 

Carbone also expressed his 

excitement, not only with the 
students participating in the 
project, but the receptivity of 
the student body.

“I feel like people have a 
good attitude and are open to 
receiving information,” said 
Carbone.

Carbone emphasized that 

they wish to avoid badgering 
students with information so 
that they continue to be re-
ceptive to the message. 

“The emphasis we put 
on fun theory helps, people 
don’t feel like they are being 
nagged,” explained Carbone.

Though the initiative has 
been going well, some stu-
dents admitted that it could 
go further. Madeleine Zim-
mermann, ’18, who is cur-
rently working on a project 
that is part of the initiative, 
believes the campaign could 
be more successful if more 
people, including professors 
were talking about it outside 
of the environmental science 
department.

“A lot of the signs and stuff 
are in the ES building, and 
the people in the ES building 
are not the ones who need to 
know,” said Zimmermann.  

Students for Environmen-
tal Action have been regularly 
involved in the Conservation 
Challenge in addition to the 
environmental science de-
partment. 

SEA has organized initia-
tives such as the Do it in the 
Dark campaign, which in-
cluded handing out glow-in-

the-dark condoms as a part 
of an effort to raise awareness 
for energy conservation. SEA 
also helped to raise awareness 
for the Fall Break Shutdown 
where students were encour-
aged to unplug their appli-
ances while they were away 
on break to reduce energy 
consumption.  

Maggie Dugan, ’18, a 
member of SEA, expressed 
her satisfaction with the ini-
tiatives put forth by the stu-
dents of the ES 110 classes, 
stating that she feels they see 
it as more than just a class as-
signment.  

“I think the group of ES 
kids who have been tabling in 
the campus center have been 
pretty outgoing and creative. 
To me it seems pretty well re-
ceived. I think people here are 
generally more intuitive about 
it,” said Dugan.

The challenge still has one 
week to reach its anticipated 
goal of saving 10 percent in 
energy costs, the average goal 
and achievement in previous 
years.

“As of last week we were 
only at six percent,” said Wil-
son.

The emphasis we 
put on fun theo-
ry helps, people 
don’t feel like 
they are being 
nagged.

“

“

Ian Carbone
Assistant 
professor of  
environmental 
science

ASGfrom page 1
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CRIME BLOTTER

Oct. 25, 2014
College Owned House

Student being investigated for trespassing on college property.

Oct. 25, 2014
Walker Annex

Student acting erratically and taken to the hospital by ambulance. 
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Family Weekend
Friday, Oct. 31 to Sunday, Nov. 2

Access the full schedule at www.allegheny.edu.

Open Improvisation Sessions in Dance and Music
Friday, Oct. 31, 4-4:30 p.m., Montgomery Performance Space

Sessions take place regularly on Fridays throughout the semester. No 
experience is necessary, but bring your own instrument or come to dance.

Halloween Ball
Friday, Oct. 31, 8-10 p.m., Oddfellows

Join Dumbledore’s Army for Harry Potter themed food, dancing and a 
costume contest.

Concert by Jackson Station
Saturday, Nov. 1, 8 p.m., Shafer Auditorium

Tickets are $5. Order them online at go.allegheny.edu/jacksonstation or 
purchase at the door.

S.E.T. Performance
Saturday, Nov. 1, 8 p.m., Arter’s Little Theatre

S.E.T. presents an evening of five one-acts.

Delta Delta Delta Pancake Breakfast
Sunday, Nov. 2, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Schultz  Banquet Hall

Proceeds go to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital for this all-you-can-eat 
pancake breakfast. Tickets are $5.

Fruit and Vegetable Eating Contest
Sunday, Nov. 2, 12-2 p.m., Campus Center Lobby

ES 110 hosts a fruit and vegetable eating contest to raise awareness about 
proper compost disposal. Other games, activities and free food are available. 
Sign up on the Google document on your class’s Facebook page if you’d like 

to participate in the contest.

Information Session for American Conservatory Theater
Tuesday, Nov. 4, 4 p.m., Vukovich Center for Communication Arts 107

A representative from the American Conservatory Theater in San Francisco 
will meet with interested students to discuss the company’s semester 

program in San Francisco, Summer Training Congress and Master of Fine 
Arts program.

Informational Ice Cream Social with the College Republicans
Tuesday, Nov. 4, 5-6 p.m., Campus Center Lobby

Free ice cream, information about key races to watch later in the evening 
and an opportunity to take a political ideology quiz and engage in 

conversation about the issues.

Bible Study of “Psalms of Creation”
Tuesday, Nov. 4, 5:15 p.m., Campus Center 318

Chaplain Jane Ellen Nickell leads a four-week Bible study on Tuesday 
evenings through Nov. 11. Attend any or all of the sessions, which look at 

psalms that address nature and our relationship with the Creator.

Year of Voting Rights and Democratic Participation Event: Talk by 
Victoria Lipnic ’82

Tuesday, Nov. 4, 6:15 p.m., Tillotson Room of the Tippie Alumni Center
Allegheny College graduate Victoria Lipnic, a commissioner of the Equal 

Employment Opportunity Commission, will speak on “The Enduring Power 
of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 in Contemporary America.”

Artists’ Talks and Reception for Faculty and Alumni Exhibition
Tuesday, Nov. 4, 7-9 p.m., Doane Hall A104 and Art Galleries

Artists’ talks at 7 p.m. will be followed at 8 p.m. by a reception. This 
exhibition features a variety of artworks by Allegheny College’s faculty and 

Jeff Gola ’82.

Birthday Celebration for Ida Tarbell
Wednesday, Nov. 5, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Campus Center 314

Stop by The Campus newsroom for birthday cake as student journalists 
honor the legacy of iconic investigative journalist Ida Tarbell, Class of 1880.

Screening in the International Film Festival
Wednesday, Nov. 5, 7 p.m., North Village 2, Building C
Language TA Salah Algabli of Yemen will screen a film.

Orchesis
Wednesday, Nov. 5 through Saturday, Nov. 8, 8 p.m., Shafer Auditorium

Choreographed in its entirety by students, the show will feature a variety of 
dance forms, including ballet, musical theater, tap, jazz, contemporary, hip 
hop and ballroom pieces. The finale will be performed by the entire troupe 

of about 100 dancers.

Annual Com J Luncheon
Thursday, Nov. 6, 12:15 p.m., Tillotson Room of the Tippie Alumni Center
Community and Justice Studies (formerly Values, Ethics and Social Action) 
invites students, faculty and staff to the Com J luncheon, which includes a 

review of the details of the new major and testimonials from those currently 
involved in the program. Make a reservation via email to Jennifer Kessner at 

jkessner@allegheny.edu.

which is something Utz and 
his students strive to preserve. 

“I think some students are 
even more interested in the 
writing of the history than the 
sketching,” said Utz. 

David Comiski, ’16, men-
tioned the importance of Al-
legheny’s history.

“I really enjoy the history 

here on campus. It’s so easy to 
overlook. And in Meadville, 
too,” Comiski said. 

When Comiski transferred 
in fall of 2012 from Webb In-
stitute, which does Naval ar-
chitecture, he was excited to 
find this internship available. 
He believes that, with build-
ings in particular, there is al-

ways more to learn.
Utz and his students ex-

pressed their enthusiasm for 
their projects and have high 
hopes for future sketchings. 

SKETCH from page 1

CORRECTIONS

In last week’s issue, the Curriculum Committee was
misidentified in the ASG updates as being a part of 

increasing the tuition. The correct committee is the Finance 
and Facilities Committee

ADVERTISEMENT



dying and the crazy thing 
is: one person in America 
dies from Ebola a month ago 
and now all of this time and 
money is going into its cure. 
Thousands of West African 
citizens have been struggling 
with this virus for over four 
decades; no one cared to lend 
a hand, no one cared to find 
a cure, and Africa’s lack of 
resources and expertise left 
them defenseless for years.                                                                                                                          
Yet when an American con-
tracts the virus, it’s a different 
ball game.

What may be worse than 
the careless memes and this 
selfish nation is the inter-
preted free-pass it gives for 
people to make racist com-
ments toward the people 
initially suffering from ebola. 
Because the virus was first 
contracted in Africa, people 
seem to think that its okay 
to say anything about Ebola 
without consequences. I have 
seen things surroundign the 
idea that thsi is God trying 
to fix a mistake from Africa 
and that Africans should be 
grateful for the Ebola virus 
because it prevents starva-
tion. These are then passed 
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Ebola virus jokes perpetuate racism  

THE SIMPLE THINGS

The ebola virus has caught 
some frightening publicity 
over the past few months 
since its first appearance in 
America on Sept. 30, of this 
year. Shortly after making its 
debut, it persisted to throw 
most of America into a 
panic by Oct. 8, 2014, when 
Thomas Eric Duncan, the 
first person ever recorded, 
died in America from the 
Ebola virus. 

Ebola has been taking 
lives in Africa since the 70’s 
and no one has ever lifted 
a finger to help. Now, all of 
a sudden because it is an 
international issue, everyone 
wants to run for cover and 
quarantine citizens. 

While there is so much 
wrong with this situation, the 
most disturbing to me is how 
this virus is being portrayed 
online and the idea that 
now all of these racist com-
ments are suddenly justified. 
NEWSFLASH: it’s not. 

The Ebola virus is serious 
and while I’m not suggesting 

everyone lock their windows 
and monopolize the Lysol 
industry, I think that creat-
ing memes to demote the 
magnitude of the ebola virus 
is counteractive and disre-
spectful. Neither do I find 
this an appropriate time from 
all bigots and racist morons 
to come out of hiding. 

The Ebola virus is con-
tracted by infected fluids 
entering the body through 
the mouth, ears, nose, etc. 
Once the virus is in the blood 
stream it invades the cells 
and replicates itself, creating 
an army of pathogens that 
wreak havoc in the body. 
Once the Ebola virus is 
replicated, it erupts from the 
cell, causing internal bleed-
ing that leaks from the blood 
vessels. While doing this, the 
virus goes on to attack your 
white blood cells, the body’s 
soldier in charge to sounding 
the alarm that would force 
the body’s defense system 
into action, then move on to 
vital organs to inflict damage 
there. Does this seem like a 
game to you?

I personally don’t find 
it funny at all. People are 

NIA BURNETT
Contributing Writer 
burnetta@allegheny.edu

off as jokes in order to make 
saying them somehow admis-
sible. In case you missed it 
the first time, it’s not cute. 

A racist comment is a rac-
ist comment and no matter 
how much you try to dress 
it and call it a joke, it is still 
a racist comment. No one is 
fooled.

I don’t see any popular 
memes making fun of cancer. 
Why? Because maybe your 
aunt has cancer, or maybe 

Hello reader, welcome 
to the SoJo Corner, bought 
to you by ASG’s Diversity 
Initiatives Committee and 
The Campus. 

The Social Justice Cor-
ner, or SoJo Corner, is a 
bi-weekly print and online 
column that covers top-
ics and issues within the 
realms of social justice. The 
Diversity Initiatives Com-
mittee is an ASG commit-
tee that consists of ASG 
senators and, constituents. 
It includes a group of in-
dividuals who have made 
a commitment to promote 
diversity and social justice 
on campus.  

As an official ASG Com-
mittee, DIC collaborates 
with the Center for Inter-
cultural Advancement and 
Student Success to pro-
mote programs such as the 
Commitment to Inclusiv-

Diversity Initiatives Committee kicks off 
Social Justice Corner to spark discussion

NIA SHULER
Contributing Writer
shulern@allegheny.edu

your father, or grandparent. 
You’re not laughing? 

When it’s close to home, 
it’s not that funny anymore, 
is it? Some say that because 
cancer affects white people 
just as much as it affects 
black, all of a sudden it’s not a 
laughing matter. I personally, 
don’t know what to say about 
that observation. 

However, I can say that 
just like cancer, Ebola is 
killing people and anything 

that it costing human lives 
should not be the funniest 
thing trending on Facebook; 
it should not be the butt 
of everyone’s joke. Ebola is 
serious and should be treated 
like a serious a virus because 
honestly, Ebola doesn’t care 
if you’re white, black, brown, 
cream, orange, or peanut but-
ter flavored; it’s out to kill. 

ity. The Commitment to 
Inclusivity is an initiative 
passed through ASG to 
foster a more inclusive and 
educated student commu-
nity by encouraging execu-
tive members of clubs to 
go through Diversity and 
Inclusion trainings such as 
Bystander and Safe Zone 
Training to create a better 
community for the club 
and the campus as a whole.  
Not only do we work close-
ly with other organizations 
on campus, we work with 
administration as well to 
interact with the commu-
nity. 

To begin, we will define 
what social justice actually 
is. According to Matthew 
Robinson of Appalachian 
State University, social jus-
tice is “... promoting a just 
society by challenging in-
justice and valuing diversi-
ty.” Basically, social justice 
is working towards equal-
ity while valuing all people 

of different backgrounds. 
This includes women’s 
rights, LGBT+ rights, and 
rights for people of color 
just to name a few. Social 
justice includes topics that 
battle and challenge in-
justices like police brutal-
ity against people of differ-
ence, inequality within the 
United States education 
system, challenging equal 
pay and equal opportunity 
for all women. Although 
social justice seems like 
it only affects a select few 
groups of people, it affects 
everyone who lives in a 
community. 

The community we live 
in is Allegheny and by 
learning and acknowledg-
ing that social justice issues 
exist, then we will make 
better, more well-rounded 
individuals who are to be-
come global citizens once 
we graduate and enter the 
world. In our articles, we 
will provide The Cam-

pus with challenging and 
thought provoking conver-
sation happening in our so-
ciety that will allow readers 
to reflect about what their 
role in social justice, and in 
this world, truly means.

Over the past two to 
three years, social justice 
has been handled silently 
and with great stress on 
students on Allegheny’s 
campus. When incidents 
that affect the student body 
occur, somewhere between 
the student population, 
several layers of institu-
tional power and  coopera-
tion, the unified message 
and action plans get lost in 
translation. 

If the Allegheny com-
munity is more educated as 
a whole on the workings of 
social justice and issues af-
fecting the day to day living 
in our society, then we can 
better recognize how to ad-
dress them. DIC is taking 
the initiative to provide a 

space where the Allegheny 
community can read about 
social justice and activism 
in The SoJo Corner.

This past week, DIC 
tabled in the Campus Cen-
ter Lobby about the topic 
of community. Our ques-
tionnaire had two ques-
tions that contributed to 
our overall tabling theme. 
The questions were: “What 
is a community and what 
would you like Allegheny’s 
to be like?” and “Has there 
been an incident where Al-
legheny’s community didn’t 
support you and your iden-
tity and how could Allegh-
eny have made you feel like 
more of a supported mem-
ber of the community?”

These questions were 
created to attempt to reach 
three things: what Al-
legheny students wish the 
campus could be, what the 
campus actually is and how 
we can get to the aspira-
tions of what the campus 

could be. 
Around 100 students re-

sponded with their experi-
ences on campus of great 
support and in some cases 
very little support.  After 
recent events surrounding 
Kirk Nesset and after many 
voiced themselves at thefo-
rum on Oct. 3, DIC decid-
ed to seek people’s feelings 
about Allegheny’s commu-
nity and educate others on 
some students’ silenced ex-
periences.

Therefore, with the plat-
form of The SoJo Corner, 
and with many upcoming 
events from the individu-
als that form DIC, expect 
more in the future. We 
are here to share informa-
tion and invite members of 
our communities to think 
about their role on Allegh-
eny’s campus and with the 
world.

COMIC BY JONATHAN YEE

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO/FAMILY GUY
This scene from popular television show “Family Guy” portrays the racist jokes that 
are often associated with the Ebola virus, especially in light of the recent international 
outbreak. 



Allegheny College is 
one of three colleges in 
America that benefits from 
the Writer-in-Residence 
program. The college has 
to formally re-apply every 
year but they never have a 
problem getting the appli-
cation renewed. 

“All sides participating 
are happy and so Max Kade 
are happy as well,” Ensberg 
said.

The Max Kade Foun-
dation was established in 
1944 and, according to its 
mission statement, it takes 
a leading role in promot-
ing Germanic studies and 
transatlantic exchange 
through the support of ex-
isting programs and new 
initiatives related to Ger-
man studies which encour-
age a positive relationship 
between German speaking 
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Writer-in-Residence Program brings students new experiences
By MEAGHAN WILBY
Staff  Writer
wilbym@allegheny.edu

For over 20 years the 
Max Kade Foundation has 
funded the Writer-in-Res-
idence Program at Allegh-
eny College. The program 
funds a professional and 
often renowned German 
writer to live on campus 
and teach a two-credit, 
seven week long, 300 level 
creative writing German 
class.

The writers are hand-
picked by the two German 
professors: Professor Peter 
Ensberg and Professor Jo-
chen Richter, both with the 
modern and classical lan-
guages department. This 
year, the writer was Ulrich 
Schlotmann.

Schlotmann is an award 
winning writer who has 

been writing professionally 
since 1986. This was his 
first time teaching but he 
said he found it quite easy. 
He was relieved to be able 
to teach in German and 
said he did a lot of prepara-
tion for each class.

Matthew Turner, ’15, 
took Schlotmann’s German 
370 class and said it went 
really well. Despite Schlot-
mann not being a teacher, 
Turner said Schlotmann 
knew what he was talking 
about and although the 
German was a bit advanced 
at times, Turner found it a 
nice challenge.

Ensberg said that the 
program is a great oppor-
tunity for the students. 
They are able to have an 
accomplished writer of 
fiction who can teach stu-
dents creative writing in 

a way that regular faculty 
cannot. The faculty hold 
doctorate and can teach 
scholarly writing, he said. 
However they are unable 
to teach a creative writing 
class to the standard a pro-
fessional writer can.

“It adds an aspect of 
creativity to the program,” 
Ensberg said. “It’s very en-
joyable for students to have 
a real writer from a real 
German speaking country 
to learn from.”

Emily Kluck, ’15, said 
she took the class in the 
hopes that it would be dif-
ferent from the other upper 
level German classes.

“It was nice. You got to 
see a different perspec-
tive on stuff. It was taught 
so differently. It opened 
our eyes to what else there 
was,” she said.

Different food, different 
customs, different culture 
and, for 69 out of the 75 in-
ternational students, a dif-
ferent language as well. 

Welcome to life as an 
international student at Al-
legheny College. How did 
you get here? Why did you 
come?

The international com-
munity at Allegheny is 
made up of degree seek-
ing students, exchange stu-
dents and teaching assis-
tants. Some of them have 
travelled as far as 9,450 
miles to get here. 

Allegheny currently has 
46 full time international 
students. They come from 
all over the world, includ-
ing: United Kingdom, Is-
rael, Norway, New Zea-
land, Canada, Indonesia, 
Togo, Malaysia, Zimbabwe, 
Nigeria, Argentina, Chile, 
Colombia, Singapore, four 
from Japan, three from 
Vietnam, three from South 

Korea and 22 from China.
These students commit 

to four years away from 
home or anything else fa-
miliar. Often the only times 
they will return home is 
over winter or summer 
break or on some occa-
sions not at all. 

Masaya Sugimoto, ’16, 
transferred to Allegheny 
for his second year. He said 
he wanted to study political 
sciences and international 
studies in America and 
found out Allegheny has a 
quality program and good 
reputation for academics. 
He used an agency and paid 
$6,000 to employ their help 
finding a school and their 
assistance through the ap-
plication process. He said 
the agency gave Allegheny 
College a good review and 
he is happy here. 

29 students are here for 
just one year, sometimes 
only six months. This 
year these exchange stu-
dents come from Japan, 
Taiwan, France, Morocco 
and Brazil. Allegheny has 

a dual-exchange program 
with Al Akhawayan Uni-
versity (Morocco), Univer-
sité Catholique de I’Ouest 
(France) and Keio Univer-
sity (Japan). This means 
that Allegheny students go 
to these schools on an ex-
change, and students from 
these universities come 
here as well. 

Matthieu Dutil is the 
exchange student from 
Université Catholique de 
I’Ouest this year. He said 
that from his first year of 
college, he knew he wanted 
to come to America and 
study in his third year, 
which he is doing now. 
He said he researched the 
school and talked to people 
who had come here before.

“I could choose three 
different colleges, Allegh-
eny was my first choice. 
Compared to others, it had 
what I was looking for: 
This was the best for me…
and I was right,” said Dutil. 
“I love it.”

However the 20 Brazil-
ian exchange students were 

not so lucky when it came 
to getting their first pick: 
in fact many of them had 
never heard of Allegheny 
College before they found 
out they would be spend-
ing a year here. These 20 
students are here through 
the Brazilian Scientific Mo-
bility Program, formerly 
Science Without Borders, 
run by the Institute of In-
ternational Education.

Carlos Oliveira, a Bra-
zilian exchange student, 
said Allegheny was not in 
his top three choices; he 
had never heard of it be-
fore. The same can be said 
for Herikson Lima, anoth-
er Brazilian student.

“When I heard, I 
thought I wouldn’t have as 
many opportunities,” said 
Lima. “But that’s not true. I 
found professors that help 
me a lot. I’m happy.”

These students applied 
to this program and sug-
gested the top three schools 
that they would like to go 
to. IIE has the final say of 
where students are placed 

and this semester saw 18 
new Brazilians arrive at 
Allegheny College, in ad-
dition to the two that were 
here from last semester.

The final contingent of 
exchange students is made 
up of the teaching assistants 
who come through the Ful-
bright Teaching Assistants 
program or the Alliance 
for Language and Teaching 
Exchange, teaching fellow 
program. Allegheny has 
teaching assistants from 
China, Germany, France, 
Brazil and Yemen. These 
students are contracted to 
work 12 hours a week and 
have their tuition, food and 
living paid for.

This gives them the op-
portunity to study in an-
other country and work on 
their teaching skills. This 
duality is one of the main 
attractions for the German 
teaching assistant, Katha-
rina Schulz.

Schulz is required to 
spend at least three months 
abroad as part of her Eng-
lish major at her home 

By MEAGHAN WILBY
Staff  Writer
wilbym@allegheny.edu

Students gain support in study abroad programs

countries and the United 
States.

As well as funding the 
Writer-in-Residence Pro-
gram, the Foundation also 
gave the College a grant of 
$500000 to build the inter-
national wing of North Vil-
lage. This building allows 
for all the international 
houses to come together 
and establish a certain co-
herence between them, 
said Ensberg. This is where 
the writer-in-residence 
lives during his or her sev-
en weeks at Allegheny. 

Both Schlotmann and 
his students said that hav-
ing him live in the same 
building was definitely 
helpful in developing rela-
tionships. Schlotmann said 
that living in North Village 
C with the students worked 
out well.

“I am much older of 
course, but I was prepared 
with ear buds for parties on 
the weekend,” Schlotmann 
said. “Yes, it was beneficial 
to live with the students. 
You see them every day; it 
builds a relationship.”

Schlotmann said he had 
a great time and would like 
to come back and do a sim-
ilar program. Turner said 
he would definitely take 
the class again as well.

“I would definitely rec-
ommend it,” Turner said. 
“It’s hard to say because 
each year it’s a totally dif-
ferent person…it might be 
harder, not as interesting, 
but it’s a good idea to at 
least try it.”

university in Cologne, 
Germany but she never 
intended on coming to 
America. It was by accident 
that she ended up at a sem-
inar about study abroad 
in America, but as she lis-
tened to the opportunities 
for people to do teacher 
training she thought this 
is exactly what she wanted 
to do.

“This program is very 
unique…It’s mainly a great 
teaching experience for 
me…I can get teaching ex-
perience and I am allowed 
to study,” she said.

She started looking into 
the Allegheny home web-
site the minute she decided 
she wanted to travel the 
4,000 miles to Meadville, 
Pa. 

Shulz said its very easy 
to come to Allegheny as an 
international student how-
ever she sometimes feels 
a disconnect between the 
international community 
and the rest of the college. 

 

75 international students from more than 23 countries find Allegheny

PHOTO BY MEGHAN HAYMAN/THE CAMPUS
Allegheny hosts international students from a variety of contries, including China, Nigeria, Brazil and more. They also participate in an exchange program 
with universities in France, Japan, and Morocco, sending American students to study abroad. 

The   Campus    will   now   be   featuring   an    international  page   every   other    week   opposite   of   the   science   page. 
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After three years of effort, 
the Student Art Society and 
North Village Residents 
Staff collaborated and began 
painting a mural on the first 
floor of North Village 2.

This idea came from a stu-
dent who was a resident as-
sistant in North Village three 
years ago.  The student was 
concerned about the con-
stant vandalism of the new 
building and thought a mural 
would prevent vandalism.  

Seven members of the 
Student Art Society—Janos 
Cseh, ‘15, president; Jaysa 
Alvarez, ‘15, vice president; 
Madeleine Zimmermann, 
‘18, member; Greg Singer, 
‘18, member; Jonathon Yee, 
‘17, member; Maddy Becker, 
‘17, member; and Daela Mu-
ñoz, ‘18, member—spent ten 
hours painting the outline for 
the mural on October 18th.  

Afterwards, Allegheny stu-
dents were then invited to fill 
in the outline with splashes 
of color, adding their own 
touch to the piece.  

Cseh said the mural was 
to capture Allegheny and its 
sense of community. 

 “Many people felt, and 

By RACHEL BELSON 
Contributing Writer
belsonr@allegheny.edu

Student Art Society leads ‘free-form mural’ in North Village II 

Completely severing her 
ties with the country music 
genre, Taylor Swift released 
her new pop album “1989” 
on Oct. 27. Filled with 
impeccably witty lyrics, her 
album rose to the top of the 
iTunes charts in less than 24 
hours of its release. “1989” 
was named after her birth-
day, Dec. 13, 1989, and this 
album was definitely a new 
birth of her career. 

During Swift’s inter-
view with Good Morning 
America, she discussed  the 
album and the support of 
her fans.  “I feel so without a 
doubt [that] this is the best 
thing I’ve done. So to have 
people able to finally have 

it now and to have the fans 
understand what I’ve been 
working on for two years, it’s 
just the most amazing feel-
ing,” said Swift. 

What Swift had been 
working on over the last two 
years is far from her previ-
ous country music sound 
that made her famous when 
she was seventeen years old. 
Her song “Welcome to New 
York,”  the opening song on 
her album, announces her 
effortless transition into pop 
music. Her lyrics “every-
body here was someone 
else before” and “it’s a new 
soundtrack, I could dance 
to this beat forevermore” 
reveal how happy she is with 
her change in genre. Her hit 
song “Shake it Off,” released 
as a single before her album, 

along with “Blank Space,” 
shows her acceptance of 
herself and her personality, as 
well as her ability to disregard 
all of the negative portrayals 
of her made by the public. 
The success of this album 
proves that her talent can 
take her to more than one 
genre of music. 

Swift has also recently 
had a change in scenery, as 

she purchased a penthouse 
in New York City, neigh-
boring to Jay-Z, Beyoncé, 
Gwyneth Paltrow and other 
fellow celebrities. With all of 
these vicissitudes, Swift does 
not deviate too much from 
her old song-writing habits 
and references some of her 
previous relationships in her 
album. 

Unlike her past records, 
“1989” is rumored to also 
include songs about her 
prior friendships. Her song 
“Bad Blood” is rumored to 
be about Swift’s relationship 
with Katy Perry. The lyrics 
“Band-Aids don’t fix bullet 
holes / You say sorry just for 
show / If you live like that, 
you live with ghosts” refers 
to Katy Perry’s song “Ghost” 
co-written by Max Martin, 

who also co-wrote Swift’s 
“Bad Blood”. 

Swift’s dating life has been 
in the public spotlight for 
almost as long as she has 
been known and do not think 
she doesn’t know what the 
tabloids say. 

She jokes about her 
reputation in her song “Blank 
Space”.  “Got a long list of 
ex-lovers / They’ll tell you 
I’m insane / Cause you know 
I love the players / And you 
love the game”, she sings, pok-
ing fun at the way her dating 
life looks to the public. 

 Other songs on the album 
“Out of the Woods,” “I Wish 
You Would”  and “All You 
Had to do Was Stay” are all 
about former lovers but it is 
not quite certain as to who 
exactly Swift is referring to 

in each. There are rumors 
that the entire album is 
about Harry Styles, a former 
short-term relationship that 
had plenty of ups and downs, 
although this hasn’t been 
confirmed by Swift. 

Even though Swift is noto-
rious for writing songs about 
her enemies and her exes, her 
lyrics are very well construct-
ed and thought out. 

Swift is one of the most 
talented artists she seems to 
be aiming to be the timeless 
artist that 2014 needs, giving 
music lovers the pop album of 
the year. Her effortless transi-
tion into pop music from 
country with this album has 
been yet another milestone in 
her music career, putting her 
in the top charts again faster 
than a blink of an eye.

By OLIVIA REINDL
Contributing Writer
reindlo@allegheny.edu

Taylor Swift says ‘goodbye’ to her country roots in “1989”
Reviewer finds Swift’s new pop album refreshing and is excited about the change
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still feel, the North Villages 
are pretty sterile looking, 
so they wanted to do some-
thing that was both going to 
brighten up the space and be 
doable in the event [the com-
munity filling in the spots]” 
said Csech.  

“We proposed doing this 
project, which is a mural, in 
the style of Keith Haring, who 
is an artist from the 1980s.  
His work is very graphic and 
quick.  We decided to do it in 
his style because it was some-
thing that could be partnered 

between us [Student Art 
Society] and the community,” 
said Cseh.  

SAS did the black outline, 
and then left the rest up to 
the Allegheny community to 
fill in the white spaces with 
colors.  SAS chose this artist 
because Haring is popular 
and it’s easy to copy the art-
ist’s work because it does not 
take a lot of outside work, 
according to Cseh.  

He describes the art as a 
“free-form mural” because it 
was all done on site.  “A lot 

of his work is very interac-
tive; the drawings themselves 
are meant to be stream of 
consciousness and flow in 
between ideas and actions,” 
says Cseh.  

Some ideas in the mural 
may seem random, but Cseh 
assures they were inspired by 
the previous idea or line.  The 
mural intended to include 
allusions of Allegheny, for 
example, community, nature, 
and the gator.

Once the SAS decided the 
artist, they drew up an idea 

to give the Residents Life 
staff to review.  Resident Life 
North Village staff members 
Kat Goodman, ‘15, CA; Min-
gming Song, ‘17, RA; Yemi 
Olaiya, ‘17, RA; Matthew 
Turner, ‘15, RA; and Hana 
Falein, ‘15, RA named im-
ages they found in the mural 
that they really felt captured 
Allegheny and its sense of 
community.  

Some of the things they 
mentioned were Grounds for 
Change, gators, food, McKin-
ley’s, and food. “There’s lots 
of food thing; there’s a lot go-
ing on, which is pretty cool,” 
said Falein. Olaiya said she 
enjoys the mural. 

 “I feel like it’s something 
really special, and I know 
every time I walk the first 
floor, it makes me laugh or 
smile because I see some-
thing I didn’t see before.  In 
all dorms, it’s a problem with 
people ripping down posters, 
and with this mural, you can’t 
rip it down.  It makes the day 
brighter in Meadville,” said 
Olaiya.

  Turner commented that 
the painting session over 
Homecoming weekend was 
successful, “People who came 
were enthusiastic, and stayed 
for a long time.”  

Though many people 
adore the mural, some 
people criticize it.  Turner 
remembers a student saying, 
“What is this?  It looks like a 
children’s hospital!”  Despite 
some negative opinions, the 
staff is very proud of the mu-
ral and encourage students to 
participate in finishing it.

Cseh alludes to the poten-
tial of other floors in North 
Village also being painted.  
He hopes that this project 
will serve as a catalyst for 
more projects. 

“I think there is a potential 
for a lot of students with ar-
tistic endeavors implemented 
into various places on cam-
pus.  I’m really glad we can 
give back to the campus in 
any way,” said Cseh.   

Goodman said that North 
Village is not the only build-
ing who planned to do a 
mural; Schultz, Brooks, and 
Walker all want to have mu-
rals in the future.  “We’ve re-
ally started something,” said 
Goodman. There is another 
painting session Sunday 
Nov. 2 and the North Village 
Resident Life Staff hope this 
six hour session will complete 
the mural.  All Allegheny 
student’s are invited to come 
and paint on the mural.  

                                   MEAGHAN HAYMAN / THE CAMPUS 

The first painting session of the mural took place over Homecoming weekend. 
Students are invited to come on Sunday Nov. 2 to finish the painting. As it is family 
weekend, the Resident Life staff welcomes students to bring their family and friends 
to paint as well. 

Greek life competes for God and Goddess

              AMASA SMITH / THE CAMPUS

Kalyssa King, ‘15, Jessica Aulicino, ‘17, and Meaghan Gilbert, ‘17 take on trivia as a part of the Greek God and Goddess competition. This 
event is part of the larger Greek Week festivites which culminates in Greek Sing  on Friday, Oct. 31, at 7p.m. Greek Week, which happens 
annually, is a week long event to celebrate Greek life on campus. Samantha Wanko, ‘15, won the title of goddess and represented her so-
rority, Kappa Alpha Theta. Ian Dempsey, ‘16, of Phi Kappa Psi beat Spencer Vicente, ‘15, by one point for the title of god. 
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Food Co-op invites students to its table

Since the fall semester 
of 2013, students have had 
a new meal option in Carr 
Hall on every Friday evening, 
besides traditional Brooks 
Dining Hall and McKinley’s 
Food Court. 

This new option is the 
Food Co-op sponsored and 
organized by students, and 
was started by Taylor Hinton, 
an Environmental Studies 
graduate, ’14, as her senior 
comp focusing on sustainable 
and meaningful sharing of 
food. 

The Food Co-op has at-
tracted students with food 
allergies and dietary restric-
tions, vegetarians who found 
the vegetarian options of 
campus meals are limited, 
and students who simply 
want to have local, home-
made food. 

At the end of last semes-
ter, Hinton worked with the 
Office of Residence Life to 
propose for a living space 
where students could cook 
and share food together.

 She was then approved 
for a house on North Main 
Street, and her project was 
passed on to Cara Brosius, 
’16, Hawk Weisman, ’16, and 
Stephanie Latour, ’16, who 
currently live together in the 
Co-op House. Starting two 
weeks ago, the co-op began to 
host dinners on Friday eve-
nings in their house instead 
of Carr Hall.

“I have always liked cook-
ing ever since I was little. 
I liked to bake things with 
my mom,” said Brosius, the 

By RACHEL WANG
Contributing Writer
wangy2@allegheny.edu

Union Latina celebrates Día de los Muertos

current organizer of the Food 
Co-op. “And living in the 
campus housing, you know 
there aren’t very accessible 
kitchens, so when I found out 
there is an opportunity of live 
in this house last semester, I 
took it.” 

“I grew up cooking every 
day and it was a big part of 
my life and having another 
group of people to share that 
just feels like home. We want 
it to be a place that people can 
share their food culture,” said 
Weisman, who is currently 
in charge of the money of the 
Food Co-op. 

According to Brosius and 
Weisman, students could sign 
up on a Google Spreadsheet 
to be the head chefs for meals 
and would plan on what to 
buy or make. Other students 
can volunteer to be shoppers 
for ingredients and sous chefs 
for preparation. The Food Co-
op asks for a donation from 
$3 to $5 every meal or $20 to 
cover all meals throughout 
the semester. 

“It’s a really cool idea that 
it keeps people together with 
great food for really reason-
able price for everybody, un-
like some of the meal plans at 
the school,” said KJ Sweet, ’16. 
“It’s a good place to be and it’s 
a very friendly environment.” 

“They make gluten free 
options available so I can 
eat here. I think it’s a good 
opportunity for students and 
that’s a good community 
experience,” said Catherine 
LeBlanc, ’17, who has been to 
the co-op for a few meals.

“I do think that I’ve had 
much improvement of my 
weird digestive systems ever 
since coming here, being able 
to cook my own food and 

eating healthier. That’s what I 
was interested in mainly, for 
my health,” said Brosius. 

Brosius and Weisman 
have a lot of visions for the 
Food Co-op and they set 
Oberlin College as the model, 
where there is a food co-op 
system with a number of 
houses and students living 
there rotate to serve dinner 
every night. “It’s like living in 
North Villages, but students 
can pay for the co-op instead 
of a meal plan,” said Brosius. 
“I wish we could have more 
options with our meal plans 
that we could pay into the 
college but it’s actually going 
to be for this homemade 
food. Co-op could be a meal 
plan that could be grown on 
campus.” 

“We could be there maybe 
not by the time I graduate 
but in another 10 years, if 
we could grow that much, it 
would be great,” said Weis-
man. 

The Food Co-op hopes 
to make more impacts by 
getting new members and 
expanding the group. It is 
looking for opportunities to 
collaborate with other stu-
dent groups on campus, espe-
cially diversity groups like A5 
and Union Latino. The co-op 
is recently planning to reach 
out clubs for events at the end 
of this semester.

“It could be like a means 
of cultural exchange, a place 
people sharing what’s tradi-
tional in their family,” said 
Weisman. 

             AMASA SMITH/ THE CAMPUS 

Union Latina prepares to celebrate the Mexican holiday Día de los Muertos, or “Day of the Dead” this weekend. The holiday is dedicated to remembering 
and honoring loved ones who have died. The celebration begins on Oct. 31, and continues until the second of November. Traditionally, family members vis-
it the graves of their loved ones and leaving gifts, building alters and decorating sugar skulls. Union Latina hosted an event on Wednesday Oct. 29, where 
students decorated the sugar skulls with glitter, jewels, paint and feathers. The skulls were prepared by the club earlier in the week and left to dry before 
the decorating. The finished skulls will be featured in Grounds for Change. 

           RACHEL WANG / THE CAMPUS

Cara Brosius, ‘16, is preparing food for the dinner on 
Friday, Oct. 24 in the Food Co-op House. 
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The Allegheny College men 
and women’s swimming and 
diving team’s season is ap-
proaching as they try to pre-
pare for the obstacles and suc-
cesses this year will bring.

This year’s women’s team 
is made up of 14 women and 
the men’s team is made up of 
13 men. This is an increase in 
the numbers from last year, 
which has shifted the team’s 
goals and strategies. 

Coach Kirk Kumbier said 
the increase in numbers has 
been great, but the team is 
still on the smaller side when 
compared to other teams in 
the conference.

“Our biggest obstacle is 
probably just numbers,” 
Kumbier said. “Sometimes 
that can be tough going into 
a competition when the oth-
er team has 20 members or 
more. Really you just have to 
work with what you have and 
we have a really good group 
this year. Each individual on 
the team really matters.” 

Kumbier said part of what 
makes the small team strong 
is the support and bond they 
have within the group. He 
said they are always cheering 
one another on whether in 
practice or at a meet and they 
are together and there for one 
another on and off the pool 
deck.

Kevin Crooks, ’15, said as 
a senior this year presents a 
new set of goals for him and 
for the team.

“I’ve done this for three 
years now so it’s hard to set 
athletic goals when I know 
my retirement is coming at 
the end of the year so it’s more 
just about creating memo-
ries and making the most of 
the season while I’m here,” 
Crooks said.

As a team, Kumbier and 
Crooks both agree that they 
would like to improve the 
team GPA and continue the 
support they see within the 
group.

“Our team GPAs were both 
above a 3.0 last year but I 
think we can do better than 
that.  It’s hard because we are 
a pretty small team to it really 
depends on everyone’s GPA,” 
Crooks said.

Kali Schneider, ’16, said 
this season she is most look-
ing forward to the conference 

meets and to see how the new 
members of the team progress 
and incorporate themselves 
into the team.

“I’m really just looking for-
ward to see how the freshman 
develop and to see where they 
can end up helping the team,” 
Schneider said.

Race Mahoney, ’18, said be-
ing on the swim team so far 
has helped him stay focused 
and helped introduce him to 
college life more smoothly. 

“Swimming has made me 
stay a lot more focused and 
taught me how to manage my 
time because I’m always doing 
something,” Mahoney said. “I 
always have to go to practice 
or have a meet coming up so 
it keeps me on track.”

As the official season gets 
closer the team will continue 
to work hard. Crooks said that 
in order to prepare, practices 
will begin getting more com-
petitive and the team mem-
bers will start to look at one 
another for mental support as 
the sport gets even more de-
manding.

“I am most looking forward 
to surprises,” Kumbier said. 
“I like being surprised by in-
dividuals who are constantly 
working hard and then that 
leads to great meets, either in 
dual meets or at the end of the 
season. When you see some-
one’s hard work pay off, that is 
one of the best experiences as 
a coach.”

The men and women’s 
swimming and diving team’s 
first home meet will take place 
on Nov. 8 at 1 p.m. at the Wise 
Center Pool.

Swim team looks 
forward to 2014-
2015 season

By EYLIE BUEHLER
Staff  Writer
buehlere@allegheny.edu

Over fall break, Allegheny 
volleyball player Taylor Sam-
uel, ’16, was injured in a car 
accident with two other Al-
legheny students. 

Samuel was bruised and 
suffered a concussion and 
injured right elbow in the ac-
cident. 

“My recovery is sleep and 
rest, drinking a lot of wa-
ter and no physical activity,” 
Samuel said. 

Samuel was a starter for 
the team and recently was 
awarded NCAC Player of the 
Week. This season Samuel has 
started eighteen matches and 
played twenty-four, scoring 
an average 3.21 points per set 
for the Gators. 

Coach Bridget Sheehan 
said when a player is injured, 
the hope is that the team im-
pact is minimal however with 
a starter being out, the impact 

is not minimal. 
“It sucks being out and hav-

ing to just watch, but I love 
watching and supporting my 
team,” Samuel said. 

Recovery for Samuel’s inju-
ries will have her out for the 
remainder of the 2014 season. 

“I would like to say I con-
tribute to the team,” Samuel 
said. “We have strong fresh-
man who are doing well and 
we will come out strong.”

Bailey Gawley, ’17, said 
having Samuel out of the 
game has forced the team to 
step up. 

Sheehan said Samuel is a 
hitter and a passing hitter and 
it is a complicated process 
playing around her being out. 

“We are working on two 
player passing which is hope-
fully working,” Sheehan said. 
“Hitting is hard to substitute, 
with a freshman replacement 
there is not as much experi-
ence.”

Having a starting player out 

By ALEX HOLMES
Sports Editor
holmesa2@allegheny.edu

Samuel out for remainder of volleyball 
season following car accident

The Allegheny women’s 
soccer team took the field 
Homecoming weekend in 
the rain not only fighting 
for another conference win 
but to capture head coach 
Michael Webber’s 100th 
victory.

The Gators defeated 
North Coast Athletic Con-
ference opponent Ohio 
Wesleyan University, 5-0.

This year marks Webber’s 
10th season with the blue 
and gold as head coach. 
He is the second coach in 
women’s soccer history at 
Allegheny to reach this ac-
complishment.  As a head 
coach, Webber has expe-
rienced a lot of success 
at Allegheny. Last season 
Webber coached the Ga-
tors to the first NCAC title 
in program history and was 
awarded the NCAC Coach 
of the Year honor.

“Being a team sport, the 
wins cannot be solely at-
tributed to the head coach,” 
Coach Webber said. “I have 
been extremely fortunate 
to be involved with excep-
tional players and assistant 
coaches who have had a 

greater impact on our suc-
cess.” 

The team had a strong start 
to the game against OWU. 
Early in the first half sopho-
more Liana Leja, ’17, catapult-
ed the offense with two goals 
against OWU. In the second 
half, Lauren Miller, ’16, and 
Olivia Cushman, ’16, scored 
for the blue and gold giving 
the gators an extra cushion 
towards the win. Jessie Thies-
sen, ’17, had three assists dur-
ing the game helping cater to 
the gators win; enabling her to 
achieve NCAC Player of the 
Week honors.

“Not all of the players were 
aware his 100th win was up in 
the air that game and it made 
it that much better knowing 
we beat OWU at home for his 
honor,” Miller said.

Thiessen said some of the 
players knew and found out 
about it from the athletic de-
partment.

“It was a really cool thing 
to be part of.  He definitely 
deserves the recognition,” 
Thiessen said. “He has done 
so much for the program and 
has been the reason for so 
much success over the years.  I 
am so honored to have played 
for him and to especially be in 
the game that got him to 100 
wins.”

The women’s soccer pro-
gram has been successful un-
der the coaching of Webber.

“I’ve never been a part of 
history until I played for Al-
legheny,” Miller said. “We 
just won the first NCAC title 
for women’s soccer with him 
last season and now he just 
reached 100 wins. I’m glad 
I’m here to see him get to this 
accomplishment and have the 
accolades he has had.”

Webber played Division I 
soccer at the College of Holy 
Cross where he still holds 
leading records for saves per-
centages and career saves. Be-
fore coming to Allegheny, he 
was the head women’s coach 
at Worcester State University 
from 2001-04, while there he 
coached the Lancers to three 

conference tournament ap-
pearances.

“He pushes us to play our 
best in practice,” Thiessen 
said.  “He will often have 
us do drills that involve 
a lot of thinking so that 
when we get to the games 
we do not have to think so 
much and we can just play.  
He really prepares us for 
our competition by mak-
ing sure we work on our 
weak spots and continue 
to improve each and every 
day. He also prepares us for 
conference play by giving 
us such tough competition 
during the non-conference 
games.  He is an amazing 
coach on and off the field.  
He does not only teach us 
about soccer but he teaches 
us life lessons as well.”

The Gators were voted by 
the coaches to finish first 
in the conference this pre-
season amd currently stand 
atop the NCAC tied with 
Kenyon at 15 points. A fin-
ish in the top two spots will 
allow Allegheny women’s 
soccer to host a Semi-Final 
match here at Robertson 
Athletic Complex for the 
second consecutive year.

By KATELYNN LONG
Staff  Writer
longk@allegheny.edu

Women’s soccer coach Mike 
Webber honored with 100th win 

I like being surprised 
by individuals who 
are constantly work-
ing hard and then that 
leads to great meets... 
When you see some-
one’s hard work pay 
off, that is one of the 
best experiences as a 
coach.

“

“

Kirk Kumbier
Swim Coach

gives opportunity for other 
players to step up. 

“Teams lose players and the 
next player has to be prepared 
to make an impact,” Sheehan 
said. “We have a freshman 
who is stepping up with the 
opportunity.”

Gawley said with a young 
team full of talented play-
ers, there is competition for 

the spot. The team has three 
freshman outsides, the po-
sition that Samuel plays, so 
there is opportunity for the 
newer players to play in the 
remainder of the season.

“Losing a player with the 
experience Samuel has means 
losing leadership in games 
against hitting teams such as 
DePauw and Wittenburg,” 
Gawley said.

The team has one senior 
and two juniors, which means 
less experience on the court 
especially with Samuel being 
out. 

“[Samuel] is a player people 
look up to and not having her 
there has really forced the 
team to come together,” Gaw-
ley said. 

The team is looking forward 
to finishing the season strong 
with a win on Saturday Nov. 1, 
and compete well in the con-
ference tournament.  

Samuel is a player 
people look up to and 
not having her there 
has really forced the 
team to come together.

“

“

Bailey Gawley 
’17

Do   You   Like 
Sports?

Do    You    like 
writing?

Write   for   the 
sports  section. 

Writers MEetings 
Mondays in CC 303. 
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The women’s soccer team beat Ohio Wesleyan University on Oct. 18, and earned coach Mike Webber the honor  
of a 100th career victory. 

Offense earns Webber career milestone

Mike Webber


