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Sexual assault becomes national concern
Allegheny hires full-time Title IX coordinator for first time

By CHRISTINA BRYSON
News Editor
brysonc@allegheny.edu

Last year 10 students were 
disciplined for sexual assault 
violations. Four students were 
expelled from the college and 
six students were suspended 
for a one to four semester pe-
riod of time.

Sexual assault has become 
a national conversation across 
college campuses, with Title 

IX at the forefront of the dis-
cussion.

Katie Pope was hired as Al-
legheny’s first Title IX coordi-
nator. This is the first time Al-
legheny has had the full-time, 
stand-alone position of Title 
IX coordinator. Pope began 
her position in September 
2014. Before accepting her 
position at Allegheny, Pope 
worked at Purdue University 
as the Title IX deputy coordi-

nator and managing director 
of the Butler Center for Lead-
ership Excellence. 

Despite not having the 
full-time position of Title IX 
coordinator prior to the 2014-
2015 academic school year, 
Pope explained similar posi-
tions have been in place at the 
college.

“There’s been either a sex-
ual harassment officer or an 
equal opportunity officer or a 

Title IX officer for a number 
of years,” said Pope. 

Title IX of the United States 
Education Amendments of 
1972 guarantees equal oppor-
tunity in education. 

“No person in the United 
States shall, on the basis of 
sex, be excluded from par-
ticipation in, be denied the 
benefits of, or be subjected 
to discrimination under any 
education program or activ-

ity receiving federal financial 
assistance,” reads the Title IX 
regulation. 

Pope’s job as Title IX co-
ordinator is to integrate Title 
IX regulations at the federal 
level with the college’s policies 
and procedures, in addition to 
her other responsibilities like 
education outreach.

“I’m also responsible for 
making sure the faculty and 
staff get all the training they’re 

required to have,” Pope said. 
“So far this fall we’ve trained 
something like almost 200 
faculty and staff on Title IX 
just within the last month.”

Pope also explained that 
her position is more individu-
alistic than other positions on 
campus.

“It’s not like I have a big 
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Performers dance to express and impress
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Tuition 
expected 
to increase 
about four 
percent

By AMANDA SPADARO
Co-Editor-in-Chief
spadaroa@allegheny.edu

In preparation for the 
2015-2016 academic year, the 
college is currently looking 
into a four percent tuition in-
crease, which must first be ap-
proved by the Board of Trust-
ees in February 2015. Tuition 
is expected to increase along 
with the discount rate, which 
provides institutional aid for 
students based on need in 
order to reduce the out-of-
pocket tuition price. 

The Finance and Facilities 
Committee, staffed by approx-
imately 20 voting members of 
administrators, faculty and 
ASG student representatives, 
proposes a number of finan-
cial scenarios to the Trustees 
for the next fiscal year. Along-
side FFC, the Administrative 
Executive Committee helps 
present scenarios to provide 
multiple ways to balance the 
current college deficit. 

Sue Gaylor, executive vice 
president and chief operating 
officer of the college, serves as 
co-chair of FFC and predicts 
that the tuition increase will 
be between 3.5 and 4.25 per-
cent while room and board 
will likely see a four percent 
rise, which is deemed neces-
sary by a number of outside 
factors. 

As for room and board, the 
increases in Parkhurst annual 
prices and even price increas-
es in amenities like heating 
and electricity have required 
Allegheny to raise prices to 
cover these costs. 

However, the rise in tu-
ition is much more compli-
cated. As Gaylor explained, 
one basic assumption is that 
tuition covers the full cost of 
academics, which is no longer 
the case at Allegheny.

“One of the things you 
hope is that tuition costs 
would cover the academic 
program…That’s actually no 
longer the case,” Gaylor said. 
“Tuition doesn’t actually cov-
er the academic program any-
more so we’re having to find 
ways to stretch our dollars. It 
covers about 80-90 percent, 
but it used to be something 
you could always count on.”

In addition to this, students 
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Student conduct report presented to ASG
By SAM STEPHENSON
Co-Editor-in-Chief
stephensons@allegheny.edu

Allegheny experienced an 
increase in expulsions in the 
last academic year, accord-
ing to Joseph DiChristina, 
dean of students. From 2009 
to 2013, there were no expul-
sions and an average of less 
than five students per year 
were suspended. In the 2013-
2014 academic year, four stu-
dents were removed perma-
nently from the college. All 
expulsions were cases involv-
ing sexual assaults. 

Also in the 2013-2014 
academic year, eight students 
were suspended for a period 
of one to four semesters; six 
cases involved sexual mis-
conduct and two were alcohol 

related.
DiChristina presented 

the Student Conduct Report 
to Allegheny Student Gov-
ernment on Oct. 21. Jeffrey 
Schneider, head of safety and 
security, Jacquie Kondrot, as-
sociate dean of students and 
sexual harassment officer and 
Joe Hall, director of student 
conduct and development, 
were also in attendance.

The Student Conduct Re-
port is a report that looks at 
academic and nonacademic 
infractions from the five pre-
vious academic years. Aca-
demic infractions are honor 
code violations and nonaca-
demic infractions deal with 
violations of general campus 
policies. 

According to DiChristina, 
the increase in expulsions is 

due to more students bring-
ing information to adminis-
tration’s radar. 

“In the years leading up 
to last year, there was more 
training going on on campus, 
in particular bystander train-
ing,” DiChristina said. “We 
saw students helping their 
peers find resources and ac-
tually people interfering and 
stopping predator behavior. 
I think in the student culture 
now there is that real sense of 
empowerment, to be able to 
assist peers when something 
isn’t right, to encourage peers 
to get resources when they 
hear of some kind of miscon-
duct or some kind of sexual 
assault. So that’s what we saw 
last year, peers getting peers 
to come forward and sup-
porting each other and that’s 

a significant difference.”  
ASG Senator Kevin 

Crooks, ’15, does not see a 
student culture change from 
day to day, but believes the 
statistics show students re-
porting more often. 

“I don’t know if it’s a posi-
tive thing that we’re expelling 
four people last year and we 
haven’t in the last five years,” 
Crooks said. “That to me says 
that our campus culture is de-
creasing because if we haven’t 
had to do that in five years, 
why are we doing it four times 
this year. What’s changing? Is 
our student conduct policy 
getting stricter and we’re just 
not noticing or did they re-
ally think that those people 
weren’t a fit for Allegheny? I 
don’t know. I feel like some-
times we like to put numbers 

out there that are leading to 
a conclusion when we’re for-
getting about other aspects of 
the numbers. Like four people 
being expelled last year could 
be a positive thing or a nega-
tive thing. Joe [DiChristina] is 
taking that as a positive thing, 
but we need to look at it from 
the other side too.”

From the fall of 2009 to 
May 2014, the average num-
ber of individual, nonaca-
demic cases per year was 304. 
Fifty-five percent were first 
year students, 25 percent were 
second year, 15 percent were 
third year and the last two to 
three percent were fourth year 
students. Ten percent of cases 
were repeat offenders. 
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AMASA SMITH/THE CAMPUS
Dancers perform “In the Rain,” which was choreographed by Orchesis President Jillian Lindberg, ‘15. 

With weeks of practices leading up to the per-
formance, Orchesis opened on Thursday, Nov. 6 
at 8 p.m. in Shafer Auditorium. A community 
show was performed on Wednesday, Nov. 5 as a 
type of dress rehearsal for the dancers. 

Orchesis is a student-run dance company 
founded by Allegheny alumni. The entire pro-
duction is put on by students, with dancers, 

choreographers, the Orchesis board and the 
tech crew making a feature-length production. 

This year’s production features about 100 
dancers and 17 choreographers. While the au-
ditions began in early September, the thinking 
behind this production began in the spring of 
2014 when the choreographers were chosen. 

By NIA SHULER
Contributing Writer
shulern@allegheny.edu
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staff or anything like that but 
it’s in part that way because I 
need to work with a variety of 
different folks all across cam-
pus, whether that’s with the 
residence halls or that’s with 
individual students or that’s 
with student organizations 
or my colleagues in CIASS or 
my colleagues in the counsel-
ing center or whatever it is. 
It’s just a pretty broad range,” 
Pope said. 

Pope is in the process of 
training Title IX deputies and 
community support  people 
who will be available to stu-
dents as resources. Currently, 
Jacquie Kondrot, associate 
dean of students for wellness 
education, and Mandy Prusia, 
associate director of athletics 
for compliance & operations, 
are serving as deputy Title IX 
coordinators. More faculty 
and staff are expected to be 
trained as deputies.

Pope alluded to miscom-
munication about what her 
position as Title IX coordina-
tor entails. Being on campus 
just over a month, Pope has 
already met with students 
concerned about the logistics 
of reporting a sexual assault 
in relation to Title IX respon-
sibilities.

“Here’s what I need every-
body on campus to under-
stand,” said Pope. “Let’s say 
it’s a student reporting an as-
sault. When a student goes to 
a faculty member, staff mem-
ber or me and says ‘I’ve been 
sexually assaulted,’ all of those 
people are required by law...to 
report the assault to me as the 
Title IX coordinator. 

“So the first thing I want 
students to know is that while 
there are confidential re-
sources available to students, 
like the counseling center, 
women’s services, those piec-
es, if [students] go to some-

body who doesn’t have that 
role, that capacity as a medi-
cal health provider in some 
way, anyone else is required 
to bring that report forward. I 
say that because sometimes I 
get from folks ‘Well, I told the 
student I wouldn’t tell any-

body.’ That option is not on 
the table. It’s just not. That’s 
part of the reason this nation-
al discussion is happening.”

When federally-funded 
colleges have knowledge of a 
sexual assault, the college is 
required by law to do respond. 

“Now, I don’t want that to 
deter students from report-
ing and that’s why I stress 
that there are a number of 
confidential options available 
to them still because if some-
body in the counseling center 
gets a report, they don’t have 
to come to me,” Pope said. 
“They are contracted by their 
ethics clauses as counselors 
and they are not required to 
report. But if a student goes 
to their faculty adviser and 
reports, that faculty adviser is 
required to bring that infor-
mation to me.” 

The only time a third party, 
other than Pope, will be noti-
fied of a sexual assault is if 
the student reports directly 

to Safety and Security. In this 
case, security is required to 
contact the Meadville Police 
Department. However, this 
does not mean a formal inves-
tigation will occur. The stu-
dent always has the choice as 
to whether or not they want to 
file a formal complaint.

“I don’t want students 
to feel like if they report to 
somebody else that some-
thing big is going to happen,” 
Pope said. “That’s not neces-
sarily the case, but the college 
needs to be aware so we can 
offer support services, interim 
measures. Maybe a student 
needs new housing assign-
ment or help getting some 
time out of a course because 
of the trauma of what has oc-
curred. It’s my job to make 
sure we’re helping that student 
to get whatever it is that they 
need. And then once the stu-
dent would come in, I would 
talk with them, outline how 
our policies and procedures 
work, talk with them about 
what a formal investigation, a 
formal complaint means.”

Whether students report a 
sexual assault to a confidential 
or a non-confidential source, 
students are not required to 
file a formal complaint. 

“When I say it’s non-con-
fidential, it’s non-confiden-
tial in so much as the report 
comes to me but it doesn’t go 
any further than that,” Pope 
said. “I work with the student 
to understand the policies 
and processes and let them 
determine what they need for 
supportive measures. In some 
cases, it is possible I may de-
termine it is essential for the 
safety of the college to pursue 
an investigation, in which case 
I would pursue the investiga-
tion. If the student says they 
don’t want to participate, they 
would not be forced to partic-

ipate, but there could be situa-
tions where there’s a potential 
safety issue of such concern 
that the college would need 
to continue with or without 
the initial student who’s com-
ing forward, whether or not 
they would want to be a part 
of that.”

Filing a formal complaint 
with the college does not turn 
the investigative process over 
to the authorities. Rather, the 
college pursues an internal 
investigation with no connec-
tion to a criminal process. 

“Our investigative process 
is completely internal,” Pope 
said. “It is entirely possible 
that a criminal process could 
be happening at the same 
time as our internal process. 
It really depends on how the 
incident is first reported and 
what the person reporting 
chooses to do.”

Following a formal com-
plaint, an investigator is as-
signed to the case. The in-
vestigator collects evidence, 
interviews the respondent 
and reviews the case against 
Title IX policies and college 
policies. The investigator then 
determines if it is more likely 
than not that a violation of the 
policy occurred.

“And once the investigator 
has that determination, they’ll 
also recommend a sanction to 
go along with that determina-
tion and they will notify me 
of that, I will review it and we 
will notify the parties,” Pope 
said. 

If the respondent is deter-
mined guilty of a sexual as-
sault by the investigator, the 
sanctions that can be taken 
against the student includes 
warnings, probation, suspen-
sion or expulsion, according 
to Joseph DiChristina, dean 
of students. 

In response to the The 

Jeanne Clery Disclosure of 
Campus Security Policy and 
Campus Crime Statistics Act, 
all colleges and universities 
that participate in federal fi-
nancial aid programs are re-
quired to keep and disclose 
information about crime on 
and near their respective cam-
puses. Safety and Security’s 
annual security report, which 
can be found online, presents 
crime data from 2011-2013 as 
calendar years. The security 
report includes anonymous 
reports in addition to formal 
reports. 

Two cases of non-forcible 
sex offenses were filed in 2011. 
Non-forcible sex offenses can 
include incest and statutory 
rape. No domestic violence or 
stalking cases were reported 
between 2011-2013. 

Jeffrey Schneider, director 

of Safety and Security, ex-
plained that the 2014 report 
is the first report to include 
dating violence, domestic vio-
lence and stalking as separate 
categories. This means that no 
data would have been includ-
ed in these categories for pre-
vious years. But this does not 

mean reports categorized un-
der dating violence, domestic 
violence and stalking for 2011 
and 2012 are unreported, 
rather, if reported, they are 
included in other categories. 

Under the category of forc-
ible sex offenses, in 2011 one 
report was filed, five reports 
were filed in 2012 and 12 re-
ports in 2013. Forcible sex 
offenses, according to the se-
curity report, include forcible 
rape, forcible sodomy, sexual 
assault with an object, forcible 
fondling (indecent assault) 
and sexual assault (non-forc-
ible intercourse occurring 
without consent).

From 2011-2013 reports 
of forcible sex offenses have 
increased. Pope suggests that 
the increase in accounts is 
more so an increase in report-
ing assaults than an increase 
of assaults per year. 

Schneider agrees. 
“We can only speculate,” 

Schneider said. “One reason 
is we think we’re doing a bet-
ter job with education. Sexual 
assaults nationwide are the 
most underreported crime. 
They say probably only 38 
percent of sexual violence 
cases are reported nationwide 
at colleges and universities. So 
that means 62 percent are not 
for whatever reason.”

Education efforts through 
the college hope to teach stu-
dents how to effectively re-
spond to sexual violence. Di-
Christina noted an increase in 
bystander training attendance 
in the 2013-2014 academic 
year. 

“It’s starting to become 
part of the culture now, stu-
dents being attentive to and 
caring for others,” said Di-
Christina.

do not typically pay the full 
price of tuition. Allegheny’s 
discount rate allows the col-
lege to use institutional funds 
to decrease the final price of 
attending for students, with 
students only paying about 
47 to 50 percent of tuition on 
average. The discount rate can 
only increase so much in re-
lation to tuition though, con-
sidering the funds 3Allegheny 
has available. 

“Right now, we’re getting 
about 43 cents on the dollar. 
That’s not sustainable if we 
keep getting less and less. It’s 
not sustainable over time, so 
at a minimum, we’re trying to 
slow down the discount rate 
or keep it as stable as we can,” 
Gaylor said. 

Regardless of the discount 
rate, a handful of students do 
pay the full price of tuition, 
typically being the ones who 
feel most of the burden dur-
ing tuition increases. Simi-
larly, those students who can 
afford to pay the full price are 
enabling the college to direct 
financial aid dollars toward 
the students who need the 
assistance in order to attend 
Allegheny. Especially as tu-
ition increases, it is important 
that aid is equally increased 
for need-based students so 
that they can return year after 
year, according to Jonathan 
Boleratz, director of financial 
aid. 

“Often times, [the families 
who can afford the tuition] are 
the ones who take that tuition 
increase burden. We’re able to 
better help the ones who need 
more help. We’re able to shift 
our dollars to them because 
if they’re struggling in their 
freshman and sophomore 
year and the tuition gets in-
creased, we also have to help 
them with more aid their ju-
nior year or else it is not going 
to be possible for them to stay 
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...sometimes I get 
from folks ‘Well, I 
told the student I 
wouldn’t tell any-
body.’ That option 
is not on the table. 
It’s just not.

“

“

Katie Pope
Title IX 
coordinator

They say probably 
only 38 percent 
of sexual violence 
cases are report-
ed nationwide at 
colleges and uni-
versities.

“

“

Jeffrey 
Schneider
Director of  
Safety and 
Security
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here,” he said.
Allegheny is not the only 

college facing similar increas-
es, which FFC, AEC and the 
Board of Trustees remain cog-
nizant of while making these 
decisions. FFC currently has 
a list of Standard Comparison 
Schools, colleges which are 
similar to Allegheny which 
can help inform decision-
making by comparing a num-
ber of factors like enrollment, 
tuition, endowment and the 
like. Some of the schools in-
clude the College of Wooster, 
Denison College, Depauw 
University and Kenyon Col-
lege.

Even public schools face 
similar increases, often even 
larger percentages than pri-
vate schools. 

“The public [schools] are 
receiving less help from the 
states so their tuition in-
creases are more sizable than 
the private colleges increases,” 
Boleratz said. “Publics are not 
doing any better than pri-
vates…The publics are often 
looking at eight to 10 percent. 
It’s annually and it keeps add-
ing up. A lot of times they are 
not providing institutional aid 
like Allegheny or other four-
year private schools.”

Boleratz recently attend-
ed a conference in October 
where different tuition and 
discount models were dis-
cussed as remedies for this 
issue that many colleges are 
currently facing. As prices 
rise for running any opera-
tion, colleges are often forced 
into increasing tuition costs 
or cutting back the budget in 
other ways through layoffs 
or changes to the services of-
fered, which Allegheny wants 
to avoid. 

“We paid very close atten-
tion to how we don’t want the 
experience in the classroom 
to change. It needs to be as 

strong as it always is, so we 
trimmed where we could but 
we don’t want that core expe-
rience for students to change 
at all,” Gaylor said.  

The issue of the tuition in-
crease, which is not unique to 
Allegheny, also appears to be 
a consequence of the current 
social, cultural and political 
climate that the country as a 
whole has, according to Bol-
eratz. 

“Part of [the problem] 
is political,” Boleratz said. 
“Part of it is economic when 
you look at our country and 
the deficit, part of it is so-
cial where it’s just become 
a cultural trend to be okay 
with debt and part of it is the 
changing landscape of not 
only higher education but 

also K-12 and the whole…
education system.”

Nick Tortorici, ’15, ASG’s 
director of the college com-
mittee’s council, has a new-
ly-created position that is 

working on improving the 
transparency between these 
administrative decisions and 
the student body. While he 
thinks on the scale of Allegh-
eny, the issue is not something 
for students to be concerned 
by, he believes that the issue 
reveals some larger problems 
regarding the value of higher 
education in the country. 

“I wouldn’t be alarmed 
for anyone here in the next 
eight years. This isn’t some-
thing that you need to panic 
about…,” Tortorici said. 
“Now, this relates to a larger 
conversation about the af-
fordability of higher educa-
tion…Allegheny needs to 
probably take a better look 
at how it stands nationally, 
consider the implications of 
tuition increases on the entire 
academic process nationwide. 
So are we being complicit in 
that process or are we trying 
to push back against ever-in-
creasing tuition rate, provid-
ing a quality, affordable edu-
cation?”

As FFC, AEC and the 
Board of Trustees move for-
ward in the discussion, Gaylor 
emphasized that the tuition 
increase is still in the prelimi-
nary stages and has yet to be 
approved. In addition, she has 
faith that the administrators 
and trustees are doing their 
best in balancing the needs 
of the students that currently 
attend Allegheny while still 
enabling the college to have 
funds for a sustainable, long-
term future. 

“I see the college’s books 
and I see that we need to bal-
ance the budget. I talk to the 
families and I see that we need 
to give more aid,” Boleratz 
said, “Then it becomes meet-
ing in the middle somewhere 
to make it happen for both 
parties involved.”

One of the things 
you hope is that 
tuition costs would 
cover the aca-
demic program…
That’s actually no 
longer the case. 
Tuition doesn’t ac-
tually cover the 
academic pro-
gram anymore so 
we’re having to 
find ways to stretch 
our dollars.

“

“

Sue Gaylor
Executive vice 
president and 
chief  operating 
officer

Fee/Charge                                                                                                  per year
Tuition
Residence Hall (Double)
Meals (Daily Plan)
Health Center Fee
Student Activities Fee
Student Health Insurance

Total

$40,260
$5,430
$4,890

$250
$150

$1,469

$52,449

Basic fees and charges for 2014-2015.
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CRIME BLOTTER

Oct. 30, 2014
Ravine-Narvik Hall

Students in possession of and smoking marijuana in college residence. 

Nov. 2, 2014
Off-campus Fraternity

Student reported being hit in the head by another student.

Nov. 4-5, 2014
Caflisch Hall

Student reported money stolen from her room. 

EVENTS CALENDAR

The Campus is printed every Friday 
during the academic year, except during breaks and 
exam periods. 

Advertising:(814)332-5386
Box 12, Allegheny College 
520 N. Main St.  
Meadville, PA 16335

ASG UPDATES

Ian Binnington, associate professor of history,  
attended the last ASG meeting to discuss curriculum 

changes. Contact your representative for more 
information on the crucial changes.

Katie Pope, Title IX coordinator, attended the last 
ASG meeting to discuss Title IX policies and future 

trainings the institution will be providing.
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Hut-for-Homes Fundraiser
Friday, Nov. 7 and Saturday, Nov. 8, Outside Reis Hall

Alpha Phi Omega, a national service fraternity, hosts this fundraiser from 
noon on Friday to noon on Saturday. Students will be collecting donations 

to support CIS, an organization that rebuilds houses.

Open Improvisation Sessions in Dance and Music
Friday, Nov. 7, 4-4:30 p.m., Montgomery Performance Space

Sessions take place regularly on Fridays throughout the semester. No 
experience is necessary, but bring your own instrument or come to dance.

Orchesis
Friday, Nov. 7 and Saturday, Nov. 8, 8 p.m., Shafer Auditorium

Choreographed in its entirety by students, this annual show features 
a variety of dance forms, including ballet, musical theater, tap, jazz, 

contemporary, hip hop and ballroom pieces. The finale is performed by 
the entire troupe of about 100 dancers.

Senior Recital by Bailey Blashford
Saturday, Nov. 8, 3:15 p.m., Ford Chapel

Soprano Bailey Blashford performs arias from the Brahms Requiem, 
Handel’s Atalanta, Offenbach’s La Perichole, Weber’s Der Freischütz, 

Puccini’s La Bohéme and Victor Herbert’s Mlle Modiste. The program 
also includes art songs by Debussy and Michael Head. She will be 

accompanied on piano by Professor Emeritus of Music Ward Jamison.

Jazz Band Concert
Sunday, Nov. 9, 3:15 p.m., Campus Center Lobby

The Allegheny College Jazz Band’s annual fall concert features swing, 
funk, rock and jazz. The ensemble, made up of 22 students and one faculty 

member, is under the direction of Music Instructor Stephen F. Corsi.

Delta Tau Delta’s Annual Grilled Cheese Soirée
Sunday, Nov. 9, 5-9 p.m., Schultz Banquet Hall

All proceeds benefit Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, the 
fraternity’s national philanthropy, and the Crawford County United Way. 
Tickets are on sale in the campus center from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. until Nov. 7. 

Gluten-free options are available.

Bible Study of “Psalms of Creation”
Tuesday, Nov. 11, 5:15 p.m., Campus Center 318

Chaplain Jane Ellen Nickell leads a four-week Bible study on Tuesday 
evenings, concluding on Nov. 11. All are welcome to attend this final 

session in the series, whether or not they have attended other sessions.

Screening in the International Film Festival
Wednesday, Nov. 12, 7 p.m., North Village I, Building C

Language TA Rodolpho Camargo, from Brazil, will screen a film.

Playshop Theatre: “A Flea in Her Ear”
Thursday through Sunday, Nov. 13-16, Gladys Mullenix Black Theatre

Mark Cosdon, associate professor of communication arts, directs Georges 
Feydeau’s comic masterpiece (translated by David Ives) of amorous 
entanglements, marital mayhem, madcap pandemonium, romantic 

turmoil and a vortex of lies. See the Playshop Theatre website for times, 
ticket prices and other information.

According to the Student 
Conduct Report, the last five 
year period has seen a grad-
ual decline in students put 
on probation. The number 
dropped from 94 students 
put on probation in the 2011-
2012 academic year to 59 in 
the 2013-2014 academic year. 
Students can be put on pro-
bation for use of marijuana, 
significant alcohol infrac-
tions, repeat behaviors that 
do not harm others and ha-
rassing behaviors. Harassing 
behaviors can include texting 
when not wanted by another 
student.

Between 2009 and 2013, 
there was an average of 30 to 
34 academic infraction cases. 
In the 2013-2014 academic 
year, that number doubled 
to 61 individual cases. Of 
those cases, 25 were due to 
plagiarism, 34 were due to 
unauthorized assistance and 
two dealt with students leav-
ing academic buildings while 
exams were in progress. Stu-
dents bringing in notes or 
asking other students for an-

CONDUCT from page 1

swers qualify as unauthorized 
assistance.

DiChristina credits this 
increase in cases to a process 
the college instituted three 
years ago that allows for first 
offenders to have a meeting 
with their professor, the dean 
of students and a representa-
tive from the Honor Code 
Committee. 

“In general, it’s first year 
students…So what’s hap-
pened for faculty is they’re 
turning those cases in more 
often now because it’s not a 
cumbersome process,” Di-
Christina said. “And that was 
the intent of all of this was re-
ally to try and stay focused on 
this as educational and not get 
us stuck in a bureaucratic sys-
tem because when you have 
hearing panels, it takes two 
or three weeks to get through 
something that could be a 
two to three page paper with 
a small amount plagiarized. 
And with the nature of sys-
tems, it just takes a while. So 
this was one way to deal with 
that. What we see now with 

the increase of faculty report-
ing more and some students 
are starting to report more 
too.”

Professor of English Ben 
Slote believes this expedited 
process has been beneficial 
to faculty for reporting more 
cases. 

“I was Associate Dean for 
four years until two years ago 
and I talked with faculty then 
about this,” Slote said. “I have 
a pretty broad sense of faculty 
appreciating this because in 
the old days it was kind of an 
ordeal for everybody and that 
was almost the point of it….
but it was a lot of time.”

The increase of academic 
and nonacademic infractions 
reported in the last year, com-
pared to previous reports, is 
mostly credited to an increase 
of awareness among students 
and a change in college poli-
cies. The Student Conduct 
Report compiles data on these 
infractions which is presented 
annually to the student body 
by the dean of students at the 
beginning of every year. 

Do you want a paying job that 
looks good on a résumé?

Be The Campus business manager 
for 2015-2016!

Contact Amanda Spadaro at <spadaroa> 
for more information.

ADVERTISEMENT
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Gator Day was created in 
order to prepare students for 
their future.  According to 
the Allegheny website, Gator 
Days are a chance for the 
Gator community to explore 
interests they may not have 
had the opportunity to other-
wise examine. 

        The website states 
Gator Day is “one day each 
semester [that] was set aside 
as a day with no scheduled 
classes, athletic practices or 
extracurricular activities so 
that students would be free 
to take advantage of this 
opportunity to explore what 
Allegheny has to offer.”

   Now I’m going to be 

honest and say that I’ve never 
been to any of the programs 
offered on Gator Day.  I don’t 
know many people that have, 
but I would never in a mil-
lion years ask that Gator Days 
be removed from our year.  
What student in their right 
mind would?

 As a stressed out, social- 
hungry college student I’m 
not going to complain about 
a day off of classes midweek. I 
understand the intentions of 
administration and I believe 
their hearts were in the right 
place but a majority of the 
students that talk about Gator 
Day don’t talk about the pro-
grams happening that day but 
rather the infamous “Gator 
Day Eve.”

         Gator Day Eve 
consists of what you may 

week we returned to campus, 
not much of a break if you 
ask me.  Gator Day provides 
that break, even for just a day.

   It is a known pattern to 
students everywhere that by 
mid-October classes seem 
to get exponentially more 
challenging.  Out of nowhere, 
I seem to have three papers 
due in the same week and an 
exam coming up the next.

  While I know this is a 
burden every college student, 
past or present, has to bear, 
a break from staring at a 
computer screen during the 
week for five days straight is 
something I feel is healthy.

     For one day I was al-
lowed to close all my text-
books, turn off my laptop and 
be carefree.  While I do regret 
not making it a point to 

attend some of the speakers 
that visited campus for this 
semester’s Gator Day or going 
to programs that went more 
in depth about our options 
for traveling, that mental 
health day I took on Gator 
Day essentially kept me from 
throwing my books out my 
dorm room window.

     So, Gator Day, you 
are loved by all Allegheny 
students whether programs 
were attended or not.  Do I 
think Gator Day turned into 
what administration antici-
pated?  Probably not.  But it is 
certainly a day that a majority 
of the Allegheny population 
not only wants, but a day the 
Allegheny population needs.

Just the Tips: What 
is asexuality?

Allegheny students need Gator Day

“Asexual—isn’t that 
how cells divide, like mi-
tosis? Or plants? Do you 
reproduce by budding?”

I’m sure your tenth 
grade biology teach-
ers would be ecstatic to 
know you paid enough 
attention in their class to 
remember these things, 
but when we are talking 
about a person who is 
asexual, the term has a 
very different meaning. 
This week on Just the 
Tips, in honor of last 
week’s Asexual Aware-
ness Week, we feel that 
it’s time for us to have a 
little chat and clear up 
some common miscon-
ceptions about nonsexu-
al orientations!

Simply put, an asexual 
person, also referred to 
as “ace”, is one who does 
not experience sexual 
attraction. However, not 
all asexual people expe-
rience their sexuality, 
or lack thereof, in the 
same way. It is not the 
same thing as abstinence 
or celibacy, although 
asexual people may or 
may not take part in ei-
ther of these at any point 

in their lives as well.
As we know, sexual 

orientation refers to 
whom you are attracted. 
Like how heterosexual-
ity is the attraction to 
individuals of another 
gender than your own 
and homosexuality is 
the attraction to the 
same gender as your 
own, the idea of asexual-
ity is that you do not feel 
sexual attraction to-
wards other individuals. 

From there, the range 
of experiences varies 
greatly. You may feel 
aesthetically, sensually, 
or romantically attracted 
to other people. Your 
romantic orientation 
may be heteroromantic, 
homoromantic, biro-
mantic or panromantic. 
You could be repulsed 
or disgusted by the idea 
of sex itself or you may 
enjoy it. You may get 
turned on, watch porn, 
masturbate or do none 
of these things.

Like most things in 
life and love, asexuality 
is complex and exists 
as part of a spectrum. 
Some people who feel 
that they have experi-
enced sexual attraction 
before, but feel it weakly 
or infrequently may 

This November, Active 
Minds is celebrating self-
care month. As the semester 
comes to an end and stress 
levels increase, everyone 
could use a positive little pick 
me up to get them to winter 
break. In fact, researchers 
have found that positive 
thinking is linked to an in-
creased life span, lower rates 
of depression, lower levels of 
distress, greater resistance to 
the common cold and overall 
better psychological and 
physical well-being. 

One theory about the 
connection between positiv-
ity and health is that posi-
tive thinking leads to better 
coping skills when dealing 
with stress. With better 
coping skills, we are able to 
decrease the negative effects 
of stress to our health, such 
as headaches, upset stomach, 
elevated blood pressure, chest 
pain, problems sleeping, 
decreased immune function, 
irritability, memory prob-
lems, loss of concentration, 
constant worrying and more. 

Active Minds is dedicating 
this month to ways you can 
take care of your mind and 
body. Thinking positively is 
one way to decrease stress 
and increase positive mental 
health. One of the ways 
Active Minds is spreading 
positive vibes, which you may 
have noticed if you frequent 
McKinley’s coffee station, is 
by sharing some of our favor-

Active Minds: Positive 
thinking combats high 
stress levels

THE SIMPLE THINGS

By LEAH RUDGE
Contributing Writer
rudgel@allegheny.edu

By MIKAYLA WOBRAK
Contributing Writer
wobrakm@allegheny.edu

By EYLIE BUEHLER 
Contributing Writer
buehlere@allegheny.edu

COMIC BY JONATHAN YEE

imagine happens on a college 
campus the day before classes 
are cancelled.  It’s an op-
portunity for students to get 
the break we all desperately 
need every now and then. 

While Gator Day’s purpose is 
to allow students easy access 
to great opportunities in the 
future, it is not being used for 
such purposes.  I believe Ga-
tor Day is more what keeps 
Allegheny students sane.

     We receive a long 
weekend for fall break and a 
couple days off for Thanks-
giving but other than that we 
are chained to our school-
work from August until 
December.  While the whole 
point of college is to learn 
and expose ourselves to what 
we may encounter in the real 
world, breaks here and there 
are something many of us 
need, but just don’t have the 
time to take.

      I, for one, spent my fall 
break writing papers and pre-
paring for a debate I had the 

ite positive quotes. 
Here are some more tips 

on how to increase the posi-
tivity in your life:

1. Focusing on the pres-
ent: Instead of worrying 
about that mistake you made 
yesterday, focus on the good 
things that are happening in 
your life now.  Be optimistic 
about the future.

2. Surround yourself with 
positivity: Whether this 
means having supportive 
people in your life or hoard-
ing our coffee cup sleeves. 
When we make our lives 
about the good stuff, there is 
not only less room to dwell 
on the bad, but we can also 
retrain our brains to make 
more positive connections.

3. Be grateful for the small-
est things: Even on the most 
terrible, no good, very bad 
days, there is always at least 
one good thing that hap-
pened. Find that good thing 
and be thankful that you have 
it, because someone else is 
probably worse off than you. 

4. Smile: We all know the 
phrase “fake it till you make 
it,” but did you know that 
studies show that smiling, 
whether or not it is genuine, 
releases “happy chemicals” 
like endorphins, natural pain 
killers, and serotonin in your 
brain, actually making you 
more happy? 

5. Treat yourself: This 
should be self-explanatory, 
but here’s an example. Failed 
a test? Go get loaded nachos 
from McKinley’s. This doesn’t 
mean you should drown your 
feelings in your nacho cheese 

forever, but it can help you 
put yourself in a better frame 
of mind so you can get back 
on track and do better next 
time.

6. Exercise: Work off 
those treats you just treated 
yourself to and hit the gym. 
Research shows that regular 
exercise can increase self-
confidence and lower the 
symptoms associated with 
mild depression and anxiety. 
It will also tire you out and 
improve your sleep habits, 
which is often disrupted by 
stress. Also focusing on your 
favorite exercise jams or how 
many reps you are doing 
takes your mind off all of the 
negative things you could be 
thinking about otherwise. 
You can also try yoga, a great 
form of exercise that has a 
direct focus on being present 
and meditating.

These tips are not the 
panacea for conquering 
mental health issues. Anxiety 
and other mental illnesses 
are serious diagnoses and 
shouldn’t be treated lightly. 
If the negative thoughts or 
stresses are too overwhelm-
ing, you can always reach 
out to a friend, professor, or 
counselor. However, these 
simple tips can help everyone 
at least a little bit. 

As one of the quotes on 
our coffee sleeves says, “Put 
your positive pants on this 
month.”

choose to identify as 
graysexual, gray-asex-
ual or gray-ace. Many 
gray-aces find the term 
asexual helpful when 
trying to describe their 
own orientation, but feel 
that it does not fully fit 
with their experiences. 
Demisexuality is also a 
part of the asexual spec-
trum and this describes 
people who feel sexual 
attraction only after 
they have formed a close 
emotional bond.

One thing that we talk 
about often at ReproCo 
is the importance of sex 
positivity and respecting 
the decisions that people 
make regarding their sex 
lives, including respect-
ing asexual people and 
their decisions. It is not 
“just a phase” and it does 
not mean that some-
one is in need of fixing. 
Asexual people are not 
broken, and they do not 
“just need to find the 
right person.” Words like 
these are hurtful and 
condescending because 
they are used to deny 
that a person’s orienta-
tion is real and valid.
You are real and valid, 
however you choose to 
identify.

“ While Ga-
tor Day’s purpose 
is to allow students 
easy access to great 
opportunities in the 
future it is not be-
ing used for such 
purposes.  I believe 
Gator Day is more 
what keeps Allegh-
eny students sane.

”Eylie Buehler
Contributing Writer 
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Professor Venesky researches 
deadly pathogen in amphibians

By ANGELA MAURONI
Science Editor
mauronia@allegheny.edu

Matthew Venesky, visit-
ing assistant professor of 
biology, began research at 
Allegheny last year on a 
pathogen that has been at-
tacking amphibians. The 
pathogen, called Batracho-
chytrium dendrobatidis, 
or Bd, affects the levels of 
keratin in the amphibian’s 
skin. 

When the keratin in-
crease leads to the species 
developing tougher skin, 
they are less able to ab-
sorb water in their envi-
ronments, and it leads to 
heart failure. Some species 
breathe through their skin, 
so the increased thickness 
can also cause suffocation. 

The fungus killing off 
the amphibians is disrupt-
ing the balance of the entire 
ecosystem. Where tadpoles 
get their nutrients from 
the algae and turn to frogs, 
birds then eat the frogs and 
get the algae’s nutrients. 
If the tadpoles are dying 
off, the birds are not get-
ting their nutrients either, 
which leads to the preda-
tors of birds also lacking in 
their nutrients. 

The disruption of the 
amphibians can lead to an 
increase in algal blooms in 
the aquatic ecosystems be-
cause the amphibians are 
not around to keep them 

under control. 
The disease, called chy-

tridiomycosis, was found 
in the early 1990s, but 
Venesky supposed that it 
was around longer. 

“I would say that… it 
was probably spreading 
around South Africa and 
the Panama in the 80s,” he 
said. 

With the exception of 
Antarctica, where there are 
no amphibians, every con-
tinent is suffering from the 
Bd pathogen. One theory 
about the pathogen that 
scientists have is that it has 
always been around and 
that a recent stressor on 
amphibians’ immune sys-
tems has allowed them to 
become infected. Another 
theory is that the disease 
has spread from South Af-
rica, since the amphibians 
there have been showing a 
resistance to it. This find-
ing has made the second 
theory more common. 

Venesky began work-
ing with this disease after 
doing research with infec-
tions in salamanders. Sala-
manders often live through 
and clear infections from 
their systems while other 
species die within two 
months. Scientific litera-
ture suggests that colors 
show different abilities of 
resistance to pathogens in 
birds and mammals. How-
ever, the research had not 

yet been done on amphib-
ians. 

Some salamanders 
showed a red stripe on 
their back while others 
were solidly colored, so 
Venesky and some of his 
students researched the ef-
fect of Bd on both colored 
and solid salamanders. 
Though they expected the 
solid salamanders to be 
more resistant, they found 
the opposite. 

“Compared to the red-
striped salamanders, sig-
nificantly more of the all 
black salamanders died 
when infected and their 
prevalence of infection was 
higher,” Venesky explained. 

This finding led to re-
search on the sublethal ef-
fects of the infection on 
the salamanders. Although 
they can survive and clear 
the disease, the process can 
provoke other harmful re-
sults in the salamanders, 
and Venesky will begin 
research on what those ef-
fects are. 

Julie Marone, ’16, has 
been doing similar re-
search with Venesky for 
two years. 

“I looked at host resis-
tance and stress physiolo-
gy,” Marone said. Her study 
evaluated species’ suscep-
tibility to disease based on 
how stressful their envi-

ronment was. 
Venesky has incorpo-

rated his research on the 
disease into research with 
his students. Joe DeMarchi, 
’16, has also been working 
with Venesky for two years 
and he and Marone are 
currently evaluating with 
the rest of their group the 
effect Bd has on the feeding 
habits of amphibians. 

“We’re hoping that their 
Bd infection affects feeding 
habits negatively,” DeMar-
chi said. 

Venesky’s research with 
his students will continue 
into the Spring semester, 
and both DeMarchi and 
Marone will likely be do-
ing their senior composi-
tions on the pathogen with 
Venesky.  

Venesky and his students found that the salamanders 
with a  red stripe down the back were more resistent to 
pathogens than those solidly colored black. 

From front to back: Caroline McAllister, ’16,  Aelxandra 
Hess, ’16, and Joe DeMarchi, ’16, are three of Venesky’s 
five students doing research on Bd. Also participating 
are Julie Marone, ’16, and Makenzie Zidek, ’16.

During her internship 
at the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection with 
Geoff Bristow, the manager 
of the Office of Pollution 
Prevention and Energy As-
sistance, Sarah Swartz, ’16, 
has started research on so-

lar arrays in northwestern 
Pennsylvania. 

“I have always been in-
terested in sustainability, 
but my interest in renew-
able energy started this 
past summer when I in-
terned at Conservation 
Consultants Incorporated 
in Pittsburgh,” Swartz said. 

Since she began, she has 

contacted people in the 
area who have solar panels. 
One of these people, Mead-
ville resident Jim Martin, 
has been able to collect 
data from solar panels he 
installed himself. He first 
converted his turck to an 
electric vehicle instead of 
one that runs on gas, but 
did not want to continue 
using electricity. 

“We put in the solar sys-
tem so we can really say 
we’re driving green,” Mar-
tin said. 

Since then, he has been 
able to compare the out-
put of energy. He adjusts 
the panels once per season, 
frequently reaching capac-
ity of energy collection in 
the winter due to the reflec-
tion of light off the snow. 
Because of longer days in 
the summer, however, he is 

By ANGELA MAURONI
Science Editor
mauronia@allegheny.edu

Student reaches out to community for research

It’s that time of year—fi-
nals are quickly approach-
ing, the weather is getting 
colder, and daylight is as 
short as ever. I don’t know 
about you, but all of these 
factors hit me with a big 
dose of SAD every single 
year. No, the capitalization 
is not a typo—I might have 
my incompetent moments, 
but I promise you this is 
not one of them. 

I digress. SAD, or sea-
sonal affective disorder, is a 

problem for many people. 
For some, feeling down 
may be the extent of the 
problem, but for others, 
SAD can be much more se-
rious. According to Mental 
Health America, “SAD is 
a mood disorder associ-
ated with depression and 
related to seasonal varia-
tions of light.  SAD affects 
half a million people every 
winter between Septem-
ber and April, peaking in 
December, January, and 
February.” SAD can cause 
depression, anxiety, mood 
changes, sleep problems, 

and overeating. Interest-
ingly enough, these seem 
to be the same symptoms 
that finals week causes, 
doubling the problem. (I’m 
joking…kind of).  

As many of my columns 
have stressed in the past, 
although pertaining to oth-
er issues, it is important to 
realize that you can com-
bat the symptoms of SAD 
through simple alterations 
to your lifestyle. Proper 
diet and adequate exercise 
can make all the difference 
in the world when you are 
sinking into SAD  It is im-

still able to collect the same 
amount of energy, despite 
never reaching capacity. 

Although the amount of 
expenditure would not be 
sufficient payback for elec-
tricity for longer than Mar-
tin’s lifetime, it is sufficient 
for the costs of gas. 

Data that Martin has 
collected has given Swartz 
an example of energy col-
lection in Meadville. 

“I also have always liked 
putting numbers to facts 
and things to give proof 
to people, so quantifying 
the performance of solar 
arrays seemed like a good 
fit for a project for me,” 
Swartz said. 

She intends on compar-
ing the energy collection 
in different areas of north-
western Pennsylvania. 

“After this project is 

done I will be able to show 
solar array owners, people 
who are thinking about in-
stalling a solar array, and 
other interested people 
how many [kilowatt hour] 
the typical solar array in 
northwest PA produces.  
And this will be based on 
real data from existing 
solar panels in the area,” 
Swartz said. 

Steven Utz, the intern-
ship coordinator for the 
environmental science de-
partment referred Sarah 
to the internship after dis-
cussing Geoff Bristow’s re-
search of the comparison 
of wind turbines and solar 
cell collectors. 

“We needed to find the 
right student with a strong 
interest in the subject and 
with a lot of self motivation 
to follow through on re-

search and analysis. Sarah 
came to me looking for an 
internship and she had the 
interest and drive to follow 
through on this subject,” 
Utz said.  

Utz is confident that the 
research and experience 
Sarah is getting will help 
her in the long run. 

“Certainly working for 
DEP will give her insight 
into the process and meth-
ods and routes of funding 
that the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania uses to 
implement environmental 
law and regulation,” Utz 
said. He added, “In the 
next year she may even use 
what she has learned in this 
internship to help develop 
her senior comp.”

portant to make sure that 
you are taking in the prop-
er vitamins and nutrients 
that your body needs, and 
exercising for at least 30 
minutes per day, although I 
would recommend at least 
an hour of activity. 

Quickly reverting back 
to vitamin intake, Vitamin 
D (nutrients you receive 
from the sun) could help 
extremely in battling SAD. 
As I have said time and 
time again, exercise will al-
low you to have a construc-
tive release of your energy, 
take your mind away from 

depressing thoughts, in-
crease positive mood—the 
list goes on.  

The biggest thing to take 
away from this column is 
that you will reap what you 
sow. If you really do battle 
with SAD like I do, you can 
either control it or allow it 
to control you. If you take 
a strong initiative to be ac-
tive and pay close attention 
to your diet, it won’t affect 
you nearly as much. Be-
lieve me, the bad days will 
still occur at times, but they 
will be much less frequent 
if you do these things. Hav-

ing an upbeat and positive 
attitude towards battling 
SAD will pay huge divi-
dends. 

In short: don’t be SAD.  
Exercise, eat right, and be 
grateful for each day. When 
lack of light gets you down, 
remember the sunny days, 
and enjoy the times where 
the sun does show through. 
SAD is what you make it, 
so seize the opportunity 
to fend off symptoms with 
lifestyle changes. 

J u s t    f o r   t h e   H e a l t h   o f   I t
Columnist: ‘Exercise out of  SAD’

By GAVIN NIRMAIER
Columnist
nirmaierg@allegheny.edu

Photos contributed by Matthew Venesky

Meadville resident Jim Martin created his own solar 
panels to fuel his truck with a clean source of energy. 

Photo contributed by Jim Martin
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The art galleries of Al-
legheny College held the re-
ception of Annual Faculty 
and Alumni Art Exhibit on 
Tuesday, Nov. 4. The exhibit 
featured egg tempera, oil and 
watercolor paintings by alum-
nus Jeff Gola, ’82, and also in-
cluded art works of Sue Buck, 
Heather Brand, Amara Gef-
fen, Darren Lee Miller, Steve 
Prince, Byron Rich, Richard 
Schindler and Ian Thomas 
from department of art, as 
well as Cheryl Hatch, visiting 
assistant professor of jour-
nalism in the public interest 
and Mike Keeley, professor of 
communication arts.

“It’s always a challenge to 
figure out how pieces relate 
to each other, but we worked 
together as a group to find a 
good visual presentation so 
that one body of work by one 
person would flow in a logical 
way to another body of work,” 
said Darren Lee Miller, as-
sistant professor of art and 
gallery director of Allegheny 
College. 

Each artist has different 
styles and ideas at work in 
different media. Consider-
ing this, Miller tried to make 
sense of organizing the gal-
lery and locating drawings, 
paintings, printmaking, pho-
tographs and sculptures har-
moniously in the gallery.

The reception started at 7 
p.m. with a presentation by 
Jeff Gola, a graduate of class 
of 1982 at Allegheny Col-
lege. Growing up on his fam-
ily farm in New Jersey, Gola 
was interested in both art and 
the sciences. He came to Al-
legheny originally aiming to 
study medical illustration. He 
then went to study at the Tyler 
School of Art in Rome, Italy 
during his junior year. After 

graduating, he started doing 
oil and watercolor paintings, 
and became more involved 
in his local art community, 
which had a “traditional aes-
thetic” that attracted Gola. 

“I’d like to combine the 
traditional picturesque aes-
thetics with contemporary or-
dinary subjects that are trans-
formed by the quality of light 

and personal associations I 
have with them,” said Gola. 
“I’d like to do a lot of winter 
paintings and snow in partic-
ular. Snow definitely has that 
picturesque sentimental nos-
talgic quality, which I kind of 
like. But I also like contrasting 
it with the greatness of every-
day subjects. ”

Gola is now working regu-
larly with egg tempera, a sta-
ble, long-lasting, fast-drying 
painting medium that uses 

the yolk of an egg mixed 
with water. “I like that 
it’s a linear medium that 
holds the detail well and I 
very much like its clarity 
of colors, especially how 
it handles the earth col-
ors,” said Gola. 

After the presenta-
tion, the artists and their 
audience moved to the 
gallery, looking at the art 
works and talking with 
each other.

“It’s nice seeing how 
my particular art fits into 
what people are doing 
here. It’s a very rewarding 

thing,” said Gola, who said he 
was impressed by the exhibit.

Presented separately in an 
exhibition room of the gal-
lery, Miller’s photography 
project worked to talk about 
non-normative sexual behav-
ior and negotiating power 
and relationships. Since the 
summer of 2013, Miller has 
been working at the Baldwin 

Reynolds House Museum in 
Meadville, which was origi-
nally a mansion. 

“I am really interested in 
how we depict power. The 
reason why interior spaces 
are designed that way is be-
cause the people who own 
the space want to com-
municate something spe-
cific about their social class, 
 said Miller. “I am interested 
in working in that particu-
lar interior, because I think 
that element of class is always 
present in the photograph. 
And gender and social class 
are both things we can per-
form, and then we can create 
an image of ourselves for our-

selves and for other people to 
see,” said Miller. 

Students gave high praise 
to the exhibit during it’s open-
ing reception. Jonathan Yee, 
’17, emphasized the how 
important it is for faculty to 
showcase their own work in 
an open space for the students 
and the public to see what 
they are working on. 

“I really enjoy Cheryl 
Hatch’s photography and it 
makes me realize how jour-
nalism can also be an art. I also 
enjoy Amara Geffen’s work. 
I like her use of found items, 
and how she transforms them 
into something different, into 
something new,” said Yee.

Although she is current-
ly on sabbatical, Sue Buck 
showed her selected drawings 
in the gallery as well, which 
attracted her former students 
to the exhibit. 

“I had for Sue Buck sev-
eral semesters, so it was nice 
seeing her again,” said Lakiea 
Simmons, ’16, an art minor. “I 
draw too and I use the same 
medium she does, so I really 
appreciate her skill level and 
the way she layers and colors. 
And it evokes so much emo-
tion,” said Simmons.

The exhibit is free and 
open to the public from Nov. 
4 to Nov. 25.

It’s always a chal-
lenge to figure out 
how pieces relate to 
each other, but we 
worked together as 
a group to find a 
good visual presen-
tation...

Darren Lee Miller
Gallery director 

“ “
Faculty and alumni exhibit unusual combinations

Students, faculties and staff looking at art works during the reception of Annual Faculty and Alumni Art Exhibit on Tuesday, Nov. 4.

Lakiea Simmons, ’16, looks at photographic works by Darren Lee Miller ex-
hibited in the art gallery.

Student political organizations encourage voter participation

By RACHEL WANG
Staff  Writer 
wangy2@allegheny.edu

PHOTOS BY RACHEL WANG/THECAMPUS

Allegheny student orga-
nizations provided multiple 
services on campus to help 
students find their way to the 
polls on Wednesday, Nov. 5. 
The midterm election was an 
opportunity for big change 
in the U.S. House and Senate 
and the Center for Political 
Participation and Allegheny 
College Republicans worked 
to raise awareness for the 
election. 

The CPP fellows provided 
rides to shuttle students to the 
polls on election day, once at 
9:30 a.m. and again at 1:30 
p.m. The fellows also tabled 
outside of Brooks in the week 
leading up to the election, in-
forming students on where 
they needed to vote and pro-

viding information on the 
platforms of the candidates. 

“They were helping people 
with absentee ballot ques-
tions, registering to vote and 
driving locally registered peo-
ple to the polls,” said CPP fel-
low, Aurley Morris, ’15. Mor-
ris has been a fellow for the 
CPP for three years. 

The CPP encourages stu-
dents to engage in their politi-
cal system regardless of their 
political opinions. Through-
out the year, the fellows also 
makes themselves available to 
help students register to vote 
and has brought in several 
speakers for The Year of Vot-
ing Rights.  

“As a fellow, it’s your job 
to mandate political partici-
pation at Allegheny College 
and I would be shirking on 
my duties if I was not doing 

everything in my power to get 
people to the polls,” said Zach 
Cramer, ’15. 

Allegheny’s College Re-
publicans also held an event 
for the election, where they 
offered ice cream and a quiz 
to help students figure out 
how they should vote. The 
quiz asked questions on per-
sonal and economic issues. 

“We wanted to let people 
figure out where they would 
stand. And we also wanted to 
encourage people to vote or 
even look into candidates, or 
just be more politically aware 
in general,” said Allison Ze-
gar, ’16, who was at the Col-
lege Republican event.  

Nick Tortorici, ’15, is 
chairman of College Repub-
licans and wanted the event 
to inform students about the 
election and candidates. 

“On election day, we try to 
take as non-partisan of a take 
on elections as we can because 
we’re here just to get people 
informed and excited about 
elections because at this point 
its too late to make anyones 
mind,” Tortorici said. 

The Campus polled 50 
students on their voting and 
found that 23 students voted 
and 27 did not. 

Tortorici observed that po-
litical groups on campus do a 
lot to raise awareness but he 
wishes they could do more to 
get students to the polls. 

“In general theres not 
enough information on how 
to become an active partici-
pant in the voting process 
and really that could be lead 
by a number of organizations 
and we shouldn’t be the only 
ones doing it. It’s a huge bur-

den for us [political groups on 
campus], we have limited re-
sources and limited time and 
its hard. People don’t realize 

By CLAIRE TEAGUE
Features Editor
teaguec@allegheny.edu

Julie Copenhaver, 
‘16, holds an ice 
cream cone for 
Craig Dinwoodie, 
‘16, while he fills 
out a quiz during 
an ice cream social 
hosted by the Col-
lege Republicans 
during election eve-
ning on Nov. 4. 

MEGHAN HAYMAN/THECAMPUS

that their vote actually does 
matter and the best kind of 
voter is an informed voter.” 
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The Campus celebrates Ida Tarbell’s birthday

Dozens of Orchesis dancers gathered on stage in Sha-
fer Auditorium to stretch in preparation for their final 
dress rehearsal on Wednesday, Nov. 5. Music blared in 
the background as dancers scrambled to get into costume 
before they were to gather on stage. 

Final instructions and directions were called out from 
the directors and stage manager as everyone filed into 
place. Chaos and mayhem filled the auditorium until 
places were called and the production began its final run 
through. A calm settled before the auditorium and the 
performance began. 

Students who auditioned in the fall did not need pri-
or dance experience, but many of the participants have 
danced in the past.

“This is my first year in Orchesis. I’m kind of just jump-
ing in,” said Veronica Schuver, ’17.

This year’s production is composed of 18 dances. The 
show opens to Jessie J’s new single “Bang Bang,” with a 
soul-train, line-style showcase for the choreographers. 
The stage is darkened but for a single spotlight where each 
choreographer steps in and shows off. 

The performances cover a wide range of genres and 
styles of dance and many dancers participated in multiple 
pieces. Some dancers who illustrated the strength and 

Gators   
get 

dancing

control necessary for ballet later exhibited the fluidity and 
precision crucial for hip-hop. 

Megan Greig, ’18, who has an interest in pursuing in-
ternational studies, is participating in Orchesis for her 
first time. She is dancing in four pieces with a variety of 
different styles and has a lot of experience with dance. 

 “I’ve been dancing for 16 years,” said Greig. 
Orchesis will continue to run through Saturday, Nov. 

8, with showtimes on Friday and Saturday being 8 p.m. 

ORCHESIS from page 1

Mark Seraly, ‘15, dances as Hercules in “Zero Hero” from the Disney motion picture, Hercules, choreographed by Sara Townsend, ’17. Orchesis has 
two more shows this weekend, Friday, Nov. 7 and Saturday, Nov. 8 at 8 p.m. in Shafer Auditorium. 

PHOTOS BY AMASA SMITH/THECAMPUS

Dancers perform “In the Rain,” which was 
choreographed by Orchesis president Jillian 
Lindberg ‘15.

Spencer Vicente, ‘17, choreographed a slower piece to 
“Say Somthing,” which is performed towards the end 
the show.

Left: The Campus 
hosted an event to cel-
ebrate the 157th birthday 
of alumna Ida Tarbell.  

This cake was crafted 
by the Confections of 
a Cupcake Lover bake 
shop. Students, faculty 
and community mem-
bers stopped by to eat 
cake and learn about her.

Right:  Tarbell was 
the only woman in her 
graduating class of 1880 
and went on to be a jour-
nalist who exposed the 
corruption in the Big Oil 
industry. 

Kathy Roos, director 
of campus communi-
cations, presented this 
banner of Tarbell to 
The Campus staff at the 
event. 

By MEGHAN HAYMAN 
Photo Editor
haymanm@allegheny.edu
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On Oct. 21, the men’s soc-
cer team beat The College of 
Wooster 5-1 earning Coach 
Angelo Panzetta the honor 
of winningest coach in pro-
gram history, then contin-
ued the winning streak on 
Oct. 25, beating DePauw 
University 1-0 for the first 
time in program history.

“We didn’t know that the 
game would make him the 
winningest coach and he 
didn’t either,” Stefano Wach, 
’15, said. “After the game, 
Coach Panzetta was talking 
to the coach from Wabash 
about results and found out 
then.”

Daniel Szekely, ’15, said 
not knowing but finding 
out after the game made the 
victory that much more sat-
isfying. 

Panzetta said he is proud 
of the honor. 

“It feels great,” Panzetta 
said. “A lot of people had a 
hand in it over the years and 
appreciate the groups I have 
had here.”

Wach, Cameron Olson, 
’15, and Nick Dias, ’17, 
scored a total of five goals 
for the Gators against the 
Scots. The Wooster game 

was the first time since the 
2011 season the team has 
scored five goals in one game. 

The team ended the season 
with a 7-9-2 record but were 
able to beat DePauw and end 
the season with historic mo-
ments.

“It was a hard fought game,” 
Wach said. “DePauw came 
into our conference three 
years ago and dominated, but 
we finally knocked them off.”

Panzetta said DePauw is 
new to the league but is a very 
good team in the conference. 

“Since I started playing 
here they have always been 
a great team and it has been 
a competitive game,” Szekely 
said. “It always feels great to 
beat a well respected team at 
their home field, especially 
after they knocked us out of 
the playoffs two years ago by 
beating us in our final confer-
ence match.” 

Wach said the team’s sense 
of fight and staying focused 
on the game lead to having a 
successful game. 

“The team had good train-
ing leading up the game and 
with the added focus and 
positive attitude were able to 
win,” Panzetta said.

In the 67th minute Wach 
scored the game winning goal 
for the Gators. 

Panzetta said DePauw is 
one of the farthest trips the 
team makes, so the win made 
the ride home a little shorter. 

“This season was special for 
us,” Wach said. “We laughed 
at the fact that nobody knew 
what was coming up for 
Coach Panzetta and we had 
a little ceremony where we 
gave him cake and sang in the 
locker room.” 

Even with the good end-
ing to the season the team 
had, there were challenges 
throughout the season as well. 

“Our biggest challenge was 
ourselves, our own expecta-
tions got in the way,” Wach 
said. “Between what we ac-
complished in practice and 
showed in games, we were our 
own worst enemy.”

Panzetta said a team 
challenge was consistency 
through games. 

“There were games where 
we played at a high level and 
games with a drop off, we 
needed to maintain level in 
games,” Panzetta said. 

Szekely said the team 
played a lot of nationally 
ranked teams from the con-
ference and fought hard in a 
lot of close matches.

“Sometimes the games did 
not go our way but we made 
sure to end the season on a 

relatively good note with 
our last few games,” Szekely 
said.

The team has ended their 
2014 season, but practice 
never ends for the team. 

“We will work as a whole 
on being more dangerous 
in the final third, scoring 
goals, the finishing tech-
nique, and we are always 
working on defending,” 
Panzetta said. 

For the seniors, their col-
legiate soccer careers have 
come to an end.

“It feels weird being done, 
although it still has not hit 
me yet,” Szekely said. “I’m 
going to really miss play-
ing and competing at the 
collegiate level but soccer 
will always be an important 
part of my life as will the 
friendships I’ve made here 
throughout my time play-
ing.”

Wach said he also feels 
like the end hasn’t come yet. 

“I am waiting for the 
emotional wall to hit me, 
when I don’t have to go to 
practice anymore and don’t 
have to go to the field any-
more,” Wach said.

By ALEX HOLMES
Sports Editor
holmesa2@allegheny.edu

Men’s soccer makes coach winningest in 
program and beats DePauw for first time

The Allegheny equestrian 
team has participated in five 
competitions so far this sea-
son and remained in third 
or fourth place at each show.  
Two more shows remain in 
their fall season.

The team plans to repeat 
their accomplishment of re-
ceiving Reserve Champion 
High Point Team for the 
region from last year, with 
hopes of surpassing that goal.

President of the Allegheny 
equestrian club, Olivia New-
man, ’15, said the goals of the 
team remain very similar to 
the goals set last year.

“My goal for the team is to 
aim for a repeat of last year,” 
Newman said. “The team is 
growing in numbers and our 
strength is too.  I like what I 
see with our dedication to the 
team and that make this goal 
very doable.”

Team captain, Tianli Kil-
patrick, ’15, has similar goals 
for the team.  Kilpatrick said 
last year the team placed sec-
ond in the region among 12 

other teams and with the way 
the women have been com-
peting and practicing a repeat 
is very obtainable.

While there may be simi-
lar goals in last year’s season 
and this year’s season, there 
remains a huge difference in 
competing this year.

According to Kilpatrick, 
each team assigns one rider, a 
point rider, to a different class 
according to level of difficulty.  
The riders are chosen before 
each show.  The points they 
acquire in their placement 
go towards not only their 
personal point total, but also 
towards the team’s total.  The 
total at the end of the show for 
one’s team determines who 
takes home Champion High 
Point Team and Reserve High 
Point Team.  At the end of the 
season the points from each 
show are added up which 
determine the place of each 
team.

“One major difference this 
season is we do not have rid-
ers in each division,” Kilpat-
rick said. “This is due to rid-
ers graduating or unable to 
attend shows for various rea-

By EYLIE BUEHLER
Staff  Writer
buehlere@allegheny.edu

Equestrian club places in top four 
at competitions, prepares for future

SAAC Athletes of 
the Month named 
for October

Jimmy Lasher -- Men’s Golf

Gabby Curtis -- Women’s Soccer

By CHLOE KEDZIORA
Junior Sports Editor
kedziorac@allegheny.edu

sons. This impacts the team 
because then we are missing 
a point rider in those classes 
where other teams have them. 
Despite this though, we are 
still holding our own.”

Kilpatrick said that not 
having the ability to fill a spot 
in every division is one of the 
biggest obstacles they have 
faced, but they manage to 
make up for points in other 
areas.

According to Newman, the 
biggest strength of the team 
is the dedication of its newest 
members.

Sofia Kaufman, ’17, believes 

the team’s natural ability and 
support for one another are 
what make them successful.

“The great thing about 
our team is that we are all 
very good at our own levels,” 
Kaufman said. “Because of 
our individual success we are 
able to be a successful team. 
We are all very supportive of 
one another. We have good 
leadership, and a strong sup-
port system.”

Kaufman said because of 
the way the points are added 
up if individuals do well then 
the team as a whole does well, 
so they always want each oth-
er to do well.

“…Naturally, we all cheer 
one another on. We also all 
practice together, regard-
less of level, so we all seek to 
help one another in practice,” 
Kaufman said.

With two more shows left 
this fall and three shows com-
ing up in the spring the team 
plans to stay focused and con-
tinue to work hard and cheer 
each other on.

Gabby Curtis

Jimmy Lasher

MEGHAN HAYMAN/THE CAMPUS
Izaak Miller, ’18, passes the ball down the field during the game against Wittenberg University. The Gators lost 
2-1 in the final game of the season. 

The Campus: How does it feel 
to have been named Allegh-
eny Male Athlete of October 
by Student Athlete Advisory 
Committee (SAAC)? 
Jimmy Lasher: It feels great. I 
know one of my teammates, 
Jesse Clemente was at the 
meeting and I saw him right 
afterwards and he had told me 
that he gave me a little pitch 
and I had won, so it’s a nice 
honor for sure.

TC: How long have you been 
participating in the sport?
JL: I have been playing since I 
was six-years-old, but I played 
a bunch of other sports as 
well, so I started really taking 
it seriously when I was about 
nine or ten.

TC: How do you prepare for 
each game?
JL: It’s really a time consum-
ing sport, so I guess ever since 
I can remember I’ve spent ev-
ery day in the summer play-
ing golf. It’s just  sort of what 
I’m used to and what I know 
how to do. I don’t really have 
any specific things I do before 
a tournament or anything like 
that. I’ve grown accustomed 
to doing it every day.

TC: How do you keep yourself 
from getting into your head?
JL: It’s one of the hardest 
things. Patience is very big for 
me. I tend to want things to go 
my way and sometimes you 
just have to let things happen. 
You have to learn how to just 
not think about certain things 

out there. I think just over 
time I’ve learned how to do 
that better and better. 

TC: What is your favorite 
memory as a Gator athlete?
JL: The past two years at our 
home tournament I’ve been in 
the last group, so all the teams 
had been sort of standing 
around, watching us come in. 
The support from my team, 
my parents, seeing everyone 
around the 18th green was 
one of my best memories.

TC: What is the most chal-
lenging part of being a stu-
dent athlete?
JL: Just balancing your time. 
I’m involved in Greek life as 
well, so that’s another thing 
that takes up my time. I’ve 
always had pretty good time 
management skills, but I can 
spend more time practicing in 
the summer when I don’t have 
classes. It’s just something you 
have to learn how to deal with 
and it just makes the mental 
things that much more im-
portant in golf especially.

The Campus: How does it feel 
to have been named Alleghe-
ny Female Athlete of October 
by Student Athlete Advisory 
Committee (SAAC)? 
Gabby Curtis: It was a really 
great honor, but the credit re-
ally goes to my team. They’ve 
helped me out a lot and we’ve 
had a successful season.

TC: What does an athlete 
need to achieve in order to be 
nominated for these honors?
GC: I think it’s just having a 
really good season, having a 
really good week that trans-
lates to the month. I had a 
really good week early on in 
September and its carried 
through, luckily.

TC: How do you prepare for 
each game?
GC: Mentally, I try to just take 
some time and think about 
the game in front of me, what 
I have to do to succeed and 
what the team has to do to 
come out with a win.

TC: How do you keep yourself 
from getting into your head?
GC: I try to think as little as 
possible during games. I focus 
on play by play, just watching 
the game in front of me and 
directing it and not thinking 
about the play ahead of me, 
like the next one after that.

TC: What do you like to do in 
your free time?
GC: I’m a visual production 
major, so I’m really into films, 
music videos, digital shorts, 
that kind of stuff.

TC: What is your favorite 
memory as a Gator athlete?
GC: I think the obvious one 
is winning the NCAC Cham-
pionship last year. It was the 
first year I played a full year in 
goal and the team just came 
out really strong and it was 
an incredible moment to be 
apart of.

TC: How do you keep team 
spirit and morale up?
GC: I think just making sure 
that everyone on the team 
understands what we’re going 
for and we’re the same page in 
terms of where we want our 
season to go. I’ve been really 
lucky to have a team with very 
little drama, very little out-
side influences that affect the 
game.

TC: What is the most chal-
lenging part of being a stu-
dent athlete?
GC: The most challenging 
part has to be balancing your 
day to day work as a student 
as well as daily practices. Just 
getting your homework done 
and practice at the same time 
and finding time for yourself.

We all cheer one an-
other on. We also all 
practice together, re-
gardless of level, so 
we all seek to help one 
another in practice.

“

“Sofia Kaufman, ’17

The Campus sat down with the two athletes of the 
month chosen by the Student Athelte Advisory Com-
mittee Jimmy Lasher from the men’s golf team and 
Gabby Curtis from the women’s soccer team. 


