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griticism of the protective system as a breeder of trusts
and oombinations reflected the growing sensitiveness of the ‘
public to the strong centralizing trend in the ooonomié world,
Popular dislike based on the unscrupulous business praotioclief;
the "hydraheaded monsters" was intensified by increasing E
evidences of their clandestine activities in state and nn;&#unl
politics. The Standard 0il Company was brought into offaﬂyivb -
notoriety in 1888 through the election of H. B. Payne as o
1;_j;ﬁemocratic senator from Ohio.} It was believed that his ll‘

o

Oliver H. Payne, treasurer of the Standard, had spent ($100,000)

to secure this result. The Republicén lower house of the next Vg
legislature ordered an investigation and examined fifty-five
witnesses. The committee of the federal Senate on elections
declined, however, to act on the evidence. Are we to conclude,

ecked Senator W. P. Frye of Maine, that the Standard 0il Company,

"a power which makes itself felt in every inch of territory in

this whole Republic, & power which controls business, railrougu.

men and things shall also control here . . . "2

1Ida.M. Tarbell, The Histo;x of the Standard Oil Company (8. 1.,
1904), II, 112—119. '
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