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ASG elections open through Friday

AMASA SMITH/THE CAMPUS
Lora Waybright and Miguel Liriano answer a question during the Allegheny Student Government presidential debate on Tuesday, March 3. 
Their opponents, Haley Riley and Tess Bracken, listen and prepare for their response. 

The Allegheny Student Government presidential elections for the 2015-
2016 academic school year opened today on WebAdvisor and close tomor-
row at 4 p.m. The two tickets running for the positions of president and vice 
president of ASG are Miguel Liriano (P), ’16, with Lora Waybright (VP), ’17, 
and Haley Riley (P), ’16, with Tess Bracken (VP), ’17. 

On Tuesday, March 3, Sue Stuebner, executive vice president and chief 
operating officer of the college, facilitated a debate held in the campus cen-
ter lobby between the two tickets. Stuebner began the debate by having the 
candidates introduce themselves and then continued with other questions, See ELECTION   page 2

New committee forms to guide college
Strategic Planning Committee implements Combinations 2020

By JOSEPH TINGLEY
Junior News Editor
tingleyj@allegheny.edu

This fall, the college saw 
the introduction of the Stra-
tegic Planning Committee, 
which is comprised of faculty, 
staff and the Allegheny Stu-
dent Government president. 
The purpose of the committee 
is to guide the college through 
the challenges it will face as it 
moves forward from its bicen-
tennial year. 

With the landscape of 
higher education changing 
across the country, the com-
mittee will face challenges in 
the next few years, including 
changing demographics and 
under enrollment in the class 
of 2018. A large part of the 
committee’s role, is to imple-
ment the Combinations 2020 
action plan 

Combinations 2020 is a 
comprehensive plan to im-
prove the overall experience 
of students at Allegheny. The 
program states that by 2020 
“Allegheny College will stand 
among the most distinguished 
and recognized colleges in 
America. High achieving stu-
dents from around the world 
who possess an unusual com-
bination of interests, skills 
and talents will make Allegh-
eny their first choice among 
liberal arts colleges.”

Linda DeMeritt, provost 
and dean of the college, who 
also sits on the Strategic Plan-
ning Committee, explained 

that the college passed the 
strategic plan known as Com-
binations 2020 prior to the 
creation of the committee. 
She said the committee is part 
of implementing that plan ef-
fectively.

“It’s to set priorities among 
the strategic priorities that 
we’ve identified in Combina-
tions 2020…so it’s to help us 
make decisions it’s to help us 
implement things,” said De-
Meritt. 

DeMeritt also explained 
that there was a feeling that 
the college needed a strategic 
planning committee in order 
to accomplish the goals which 
the college had already set.

“We had this great strate-
gic plan…and a lot of it had to 
do with faculty and students 
because of the curriculum 
and the Gateway and all these 
initiatives and we didn’t real-
ly know where to take it, we 
didn’t know where to put it 
into our governance system,” 
said DeMeritt.   

Larry Hailsham, ’15, as 
current president of ASG sits 
on the committee as the only 
student representative.   

Hailsham said that despite 
being the only student voice 
on the committee, he feels 
that he has been given a sig-
nificant voice on the commit-
tee. He said a large part of this 
has been thanks to Sue Stueb-
ner, executive vice president 
of the college. 

“Student voice on commit-
tees is important, I think Dr. 

Stuebner has made it a point 
to ensure that every voice is 
an equal voice in the discus-
sion,” said Hailsham.

Sue Stuebner current-
ly serves as the committee 
chairperson. She said that she 
volunteered to head the com-
mittee, which she feels fills an 
important role. 

“I kind of just volunteered,” 
said Stuebner. “It’s my second 
year at Allegheny and when I 
arrived, I was surprised that 
we didn’t have a strategic 
planning committee.”

Stuebner explained that 
she brought the idea of cre-
ating a strategic planning 
committee to the Academ-
ic Executive Committee as 
well as the Faculty Council, 
where it seemed to be well re-
ceived.  

“I was kind of the person 
who suggested, or at least, 
probably brought the issue to 
the table, but then got great 
feedback from those groups 
in terms of how would it work 
in Allegheny’s culture,” said 
Stuebner.

One of the committee’s 
challenges in implementing 
change is the under enroll-
ment of the class of 2018, 
which has caused a deficit in 
funds. Stuebner explained 
that the college has acquired 
nearly $100 million in com-
mitments, a promise from 
alumni and other benefactors 
to give money back to the col-
lege. However many of these 
commitments are in the form 

of  life estates, which will be 
donated upon the benefac-
tor’s death, meaning that the 
college may not see this mon-
ey for some time. For this 
reason, Stuebner said, much 
of the funding of initiatives 
like Combinations 2020 must 
come from allocating existing 
resources.

“I think the campus com-
munity did a great job of kind 
of sharpening the pencil and 
rolling up our sleeves to bal-
ance the budget this year,” 
said Stuebner.

Hailsham explained that 
another facet of the Combi-
nations 2020 plan included 
an initiative to increase the 
diversity of the school, a goal 

which he explained is import-
ant as it represents a major 
shift in what the college pop-
ulation will look like in the 
years to come.

“The proportion of high 
school graduates or the pro-
portion students enrolled in 

middle school that are non-
white is increasing,” said 
Hailsham. “So until institu-
tions of higher learning are 
able to truly make change 
occur in regards to diversity 
on campus, whether its fac-
ulty diversity, staff diversity, 
security diversity, until cam-
pus, our campus in particular, 
is able to really address those 
issues, we won’t be in a really 
great place.” 

Despite the need for 
change, Hailsham stated that 
he feels the college is aware of 
these issues and is devoted to 
making change.

“I think that we have a 
lot of work to do in that de-
partment, and the institution 
is not shy in admitting that,” 
said Hailsham.

Despite the challenges that 
Allegheny will face in the 
coming years, the members of 
the committee expressed their 
optimism for the future of the 
institution and its students.

“Allegheny is a very, very 
strong place,” said DeMeritt. 
“It has excellent people at it, 
we attract excellent students, 
we are hardworking, we are fi-
nancially responsible, we offer 
an excellent, excellent educa-
tion for the 21st century.”

DeMeritt explained that in 
terms of providing students 
with an education for a di-
verse and multifaceted world, 
she believes that Allegheny is 
on the cutting edge. 

I think that we have 
a lot of work to do in 
that department, and 
the institution is not 
shy in admitting that.

“ “

Larry 
Hailsham
Class of 2015

State law 
requires 
background 
checks for 
college 
employees

By AMANDA SPADARO
Co-Editor-in-Chief
spadaroa@allegheny.edu

In the Pennsylvania State 
Act 153, passed in the fall of 
2014, new and current em-
ployees working at colleges 
and universities will be re-
quired to complete three 
checks: an FBI-based finger-
printing, state criminal record 
check and a child abuse regis-
try check through the Depart-
ment of Human Services.

For the time being, new 
hires must undergo this pro-
cess as they are being hired 
but all current employees 
have until the end of the 2015 
calendar year to receive these 
clearances. Every employee 
is also required to have these 
checks repeated every three 
years. 

Previous to this act, Al-
legheny College required a 
basic background check for 
new hires. Individuals who 
would be working with fi-
nances would require a credit 
check and any positions in-
volving transportation would 
have a preliminary driver’s 
license check as well, accord-
ing to Sue Stuebner, executive 
vice president and chief oper-
ating officer of the college. 

The real challenge exists 
with completing the checks 
on all current employees be-
fore the end of 2015. The col-
lege employs approximately 
500 faculty and staff members 
as of current, according to 
Stuebner and Provost Linda 
DeMeritt.

In addition to faculty and 
staff, volunteers for the col-
lege and some student work-
ers will have to undergo the 
same process, but the college 
is currently working with le-
gal counsel to determine how 
far this act stretches. 

“We have some alumni 
who do some things for us on 
behalf of the college, it’s not 
clear whether they have to be 
checked only if they live in 
Pennsylvania,” Stuebner said. 
“We have alums who do col-
lege fairs for us in California: 
do we have to require the peo-
ple who live outside of Penn-
sylvania [to do that] because 

There’s no doubt that 
the college is commit-
ted to being a safe 
place for minors, but 
this feels like the law 
that was passed puts 
a really extraordi-
nary burden on our 
individual employees 
as well as on the col-
lege.

“

“

Sue 
Stuebner
Chief 
Operating 
Officer

eventually opening the floor for constituent questions. Some of the topics 
discussed during the debate included but were not limited to the Student 
Activities Fee, communication and transparency between students and ad-
ministration, gender-neutral bathrooms and ASG’s ability to represent stu-
dent voice. Each team was allotted two minutes to answer each question 
presented to them. 

The election results will be announced Friday night after the poll closes. 
All students, first-year through seniors, can vote in this election. 

By CHRISTINA BRYSON ∙ News Editor ∙ brysonc@allegheny.edu

See LAW   page 2
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it’s a Pennsylvania law?”
Aside from volunteers, 

resident advisers will also be 
involved in the process, as 
they will be living in dorms, 
where minors may potentially 
live. Given that Act 153 was 
partially a reaction to the San-
dusky case at Pennsylvania 
State University, the law aims 
to check any organizations 
that have interactions with 
anyone 17 and under. 

“A few of our full-time 
students are under 18, we ob-
viously have admissions’ pro-
spective students on campus, 
we have the two daycares up 
at Oddfellows and we’ve got 
summer programs that come 
through in the summertime,” 
Stuebner said.

Aside from RAs, Pat Fer-
rey, director of Human Re-
sources, believes that student 
workers such as tutors and 
students who host prospec-
tive students may also require 
clearances, depending on the 
response from Allegheny’s le-
gal counsel.

“I don’t think it’s going to 
be all student workers, but 
maybe someone who is a tu-
tor, where you’re working 
very closely one-on-one with 
other students, might have 
to go through it,” Ferrey said. 
“Right now, we’re still in the 
process of working with our 
legal counsel to identify those 
types of positions that we 
have to background check.”

With this in mind, the col-
lege feels some pressure in 
implementing the change, ac-
cording to Stuebner. 

“There’s no doubt that the 
college is committed to being 
a safe place for minors, but 
this feels like the law that was 
passed puts a really extraordi-
nary burden on our individu-
al employees as well as on the 
college,” Stuebner said. 

In obtaining clearances for 
more than 500 individuals 
and the undetermined num-
ber of student workers who 
will need to go through the 
process, the college wonders 
if the Dec. 31, 2015 dead-
line provides enough time. 

Currently, the Association of 
Independent Colleges and 
Universities of Pennsylvania 
is lobbying the state to give 
institutions until the end of 
2016 to have current employ-
ees finish obtaining back-
ground checks. 

Ferrey, who went through 
the process herself as a tri-
al run, said that the process 
only took about two weeks 
from start to finish. Howev-
er, she believes that when the 
number of individuals going 
through the process increases 
as drastically as expected, it 
might take longer.

“There are going to be ma-
jor problems though if every 
single employee and student 
who is identified needs to get 
these clearances by the end 
of this calendar year...just be-
cause the sheer volume,” De-
Meritt said. 

Because there is only 
one location in Meadville to 
have fingerprinting done, at 
Bethesda Children’s Home, 
the college is also looking 
into becoming a private co-
gent site, a location where 3M 
Cogent fingerprinting can be 
officially be done. However, 
this would pose an addition-
al cost for the college on top 
of obtaining the clearances, 
which the school has decided 

LAW from page 1

to handle rather than having 
individuals pay for the testing. 

Each person’s three clear-
ances will cost the school $62 
dollars, according to Ferrey. 
On top of that cost, the sys-
tem and equipment for fin-
gerprinting is approximately 
$5,000 in addition to training 
and staffing costs. 

“While it seems like a great 
solution to have our own se-
curity people doing it, that’s a 
big cost for us in addition to 
the $62 for each employee,” 
DeMeritt said. “We don’t real-
ly know if our security people 
have that much extra time so 
we might have to hire a new 
employee.”

The college would also still 
have to pay money directly to 
the company, 3M Cogent, to 
use the database and run each 
test, which may not sufficient-
ly reduce the cost and time of 
going to another site for fin-
gerprinting. 

Throughout the process, 
the college will be contracting 
the work through an outside 
company endorsed by AICUP. 
According to Stuebner, the 
outside company, the Credit 
Bureau of York, will facilitate 
the completion and organi-
zation of the records, to help 
Allegheny’s human resources 
staff of only three individuals.

Regardless, the most press-
ing challenge in the Act 153 
implementation for the col-
lege will be the timeline insti-
tuted by the state lawmakers 
and Stuebner hopes AICUP 
will be successful in lobbying 
the state to postpone the date.

“We’re a small college, I 
can’t imagine trying to do this 
at a larger institution,” Stueb-
ner said. “It’s going to be a real 
push [to finish by December] 
and you know, we certainly 
want to comply with the law 
but we want to do so in a rea-
sonable way with our faculty 
and staff so right now we’re 
trying to get as much infor-
mation as we can so we can 
define the process as clearly 
as possible for everybody in-
volved.”

ELECTIONS from page 1

Meet your 2015-2016 
ASG presidential candidates

Liriano - Waybright

Liriano has been involved 
in ASG since the start of his 
freshman year in the fall of 
2012. He has served as the 
treasurer and president of the 
class of 2016 and currently 
holds the cabinet position 
of ASG Treasurer. In addi-
tion to his involvement in 
ASG, Liriano is also a Bon-
ner Service Scholar and is on 
the Leadership Council for 
Allegheny Students for Ad-
vancement and Philanthropy. 

His counterpart, Way-
bright is a newer addition to 
ASG. Joining the fall of 2014, 
Waybright currently serves 
as a sophomore class senator. 
She is also a member of the 
Public Engagement Commit-
tee, the Textbook Ad-Hoc 
Committee, an Outing Club 
leader, treasurer of Lambda 
Sigma and serves on the Hon-
or Committee.

Despite only being on ASG 
for one academic year, Way-
bright sees herself and Liriano 
as a strong team.

“When Miguel first asked 
me to run as vice president I 
was actually really surprised 
because it is my first year of 
involvement in ASG, but I 
think that’s really great about 
me and Miguel is we really 
balance each other out,” Way-
bright said. “He’s been in ASG 
since the very beginning and 
I think sometimes having a 
fresh set of eyes will bring a 
different aspect to that lead-
ership.”

Throughout the debate, 
Liriano and Waybright em-
phasized the idea of ‘con-

nection,’ the overall theme 
of their platform. The three 
main areas within their plat-
form being communication, 
transparency and account-
ability. 

“We definitely do want to 
keep involved in the action 
plan in the coming future,” 
said Waybright following a 
constituent’s question con-
cerning the Action Plan for 
Diversity & Inclusivity. “We’re 
going to require one com-
munity forum per semester. 
We’re also going to ask AEC 
[Administrative Executive 
Committee] to attend, of 
course we can’t require that, 
but we’re going to hope the 
administration would love to 
hear student voice and keep 
students involved in this pro-
cess.”

Liriano echoed Way-
bright’s ideas and stressed the 
importance of establishing 
the action plan as an everyday 
topic.

“We want to create a com-
munity where we talk about 
this every single day,” Liria-
no said. “It is something that 
should be part of daily discus-
sion.”

In addition to creating a 
space for discussion Liriano 
also wants students to feel in-
volved in the process.

“I can’t stress enough the 
importance of voting,” Liria-
no said.

To read all of Liriano and 
Waybright’s official platform 
visit: http://www.allegheny-
studentgov.org/

Riley - Bracken

Riley has been a member 
of ASG since her sophomore 
year, fall 2013. She currently 
serves as the vice president of 
the junior class. Riley has also 
been an athlete on the col-
lege’s swimming and diving 
team, a member of the service 
fraternity Alpha Phi Omega 
and helped with the Year of 
Meadville steer-heading com-
mittee. 

Bracken has been a mem-

ber of student government 
since her first semester on 
campus in the fall of 2013. 
She has experience with both 
senate and cabinet positions, 
being selected as Co-Direc-
tor of Student Affairs this 
academic year and has also 
participated in the Student 
Affairs Committee. Bracken, 
a Crawford County resident, 
is also a Gator Guide in the 
Office of Admissions and the 
acting treasurer of Newman 
Catholic Campus Ministry. 

During the debate, Riley 
and Bracken both mentioned 
how running with each other 
played an important role in 
their decision to go through 
the election process.

“...I specifically really 
wanted to run with Tess,” Ri-
ley said. “We worked together 
this summer in the admis-
sions office and we just kind 
of discussed this club that we 
really, really love and all of 
the issues we kind of felt with 
it and since then we’ve just...
been talking about different 
ideas we’ve had and I’m really 
excited to bring our leader-
ship team together. I think we 
complement each other really 
well.”

Bracken echoed Riley’s 
sentiments.

“I would not have been as 
inclined to run if Haley had 
not approached me about it,” 
Bracken said. “We have a real-
ly awesome dynamic and I’m 
thrilled to have gone through 
this process with her.”

When asked what some of 
the ‘hot topic issues’ on cam-
pus were, Riley immediately 
brought up the conversation 
concerning gender-neutral 
bathrooms. She also empha-
sized the importance of the 
SAF and maintaining its in-
tegrity.

“It [the SAF] has the po-
tential to be managed very, 
very poorly,” Riley said. 

Like their opponents, Riley 
and Bracken also discussed 
communication and develop-
ing an inclusive environment.

“That’s basically what we’re 
going to try to do, to foster 
the atmosphere for those dis-
cussions as much as possible,” 
Bracken said of the commit-
ment to inclusivity. 

To read all of Riley and 
Bracken’s official platform vis-
it: http://www.alleghenystu-
dentgov.org/
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Student newspaper 
receives regional 
recognition 

The Campus Newspaper 
received a total of five Penn-
sylvania News Media Student 
Keystone awards, including 
two first place finishes in 
General News and Layout 
and Design. The paper also 
received a Mark of Excellence 
award from the Society of 
Professional Journalists. 

Photo Editors Meghan 
Hayman, ’16, and Amasa 
Smith, ’17, each won honor-
able mentions for news and 
features photos, respectively. 
The Campus website also re-
ceived an honorable mention 
credited to web manager El-
liott Bartels, ’15, Co-Editors-
in-Chief Sam Stephenson, ’15, 
and Amanda Spadaro, ’15. 

Stephenson and Hayman 
also won first place in Gener-

al News for their coverage of 
Kirk Nesset’s arrest. The first 
place award in layout and de-
sign was given for the Special 
Edition “Story Next Door” is-
sue, printed March 11, 2014.  
The SND issue highlighted 
work from last year’s jour-
nalism conference, including 
work submitted by Allegheny 
College and Ohio University 
students. The conference fo-
cused on the visual storytell-
ing of Meadville. 

The Mark of Excellence 
award was given to Stephen-
son and Hayman for their 
Nesset coverage. 

This is the most awards 
The Campus staff has won at 
one time. 

We certainly want to 
comply with the law 
but we want to do so 
in a reasonable way 
...right now we’re try-
ing to get as much in-
formation as we can 
so we can define the 
process as clearly as 
possible for every-
body involved.

“

“

Sue 
Stuebner
Chief 
Operating 
Officer

AMASA SMITH/THE CAMPUS

By THE CAMPUS STAFF
editor@alleghenycampus.com
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EVENTS CALENDAR

Information Session with the International Law Institute
Friday, March 6, 2 p.m., Pelletier 225

Learn about professional opportunities in D.C. in international law 
or international development, as well as internships available at the 

International Law Institute.

Make Hamentashen for Purim
Friday, March 6, 5:30 p.m., Hillel House (314 Loomis)

Join Hillel to make Hamentashen, filled cookies and pastries in a triangular 
shape. Hamentashen are traditional treats for Purim, which was March 5.

“A Different War: Liberia in the Time of Ebola,” with Cheryl Hatch
Friday, March 6, 7 p.m., Vukovich Center for Communication Arts

Cheryl Hatch, a photojournalist who teaches at Allegheny College, recently 
visited Liberia to cover the U.S. military’s efforts to help the Liberian 

government combat Ebola. Her presentation is part of the college’s third 
annual journalism conference:

“Honoring Ida: Celebrating the Legacies of Ida Tarbell and Ida B. Wells-
Barnett.”

Concert by Alexander String Quartet with Alec Chien
Friday, March 6, 7:30 p.m., Ford Chapel

The program includes the Schumann and Brahms Piano Quintets. In 
addition, the Allegheny Chamber Choir, conducted by James Niblock, will 
join the quartet for Beethoven’s “Elegischer Gesang” and Eric Whitacre’s 

“Five Hebrew Love Songs.”

Performance by Upright Citizens Brigade
Friday, March 6, 8 p.m., Little Arter Theatre

UCB’s touring company includes the best improvisers, storytellers and 
standup and sketch comedians from their theaters in New York and Los 

Angeles.

Make Candy Sushi with A5
Friday, March 6, 10 p.m. to midnight, Campus Center Lobby

All are welcome to make candy sushi.

“Delta Jewels: One Woman’s Journey, Many Women’s Voices,” with Alysia 
Burton Steele

Saturday, March 7, 10:30 a.m., Vukovich Center for Communication Arts
Photojournalist Alysia Burton Steele, who teaches at the University of 

Mississippi, is the author of the book “Delta Jewels,” which highlights the 
lives of 50 Mississippi Delta church mothers. Her presentation is part of the 

college’s third annual journalism conference.

“WWID: What Would Ida Do?” with Peggy Peattie
Saturday, March 7, 2 p.m., Vukovich Center for Communication Arts
Award-winning photojournalist Peggy Peattie, whose work at the San 

Diego Union-Tribune focuses on the border region, the environment, the 
homeless, the military and San Diego’s ethnically diverse communities, 
will give a presentation as part of the college’s third annual journalism 

conference.

Concert by Alec Chien
Saturday, March 7, 3 p.m., Shafer Auditorium

Professor Chien will perform an all-Chopin program, the conclusion of a 
seven-concert series that he began in 2011 focusing on the major works of 
Franz Schubert and Frederic Chopin. This performance is his final concert 

on campus before his retirement from teaching at the college.

“Honoring Ida”
Saturday, March 7, 7:30 p.m. (reception at 6:30 p.m.), Vukovich Center for 

Communication Arts
Students will present the results of their previous day’s work documenting 
women of Meadville. The presentation is part of the college’s third annual 

journalism conference.

SET Performance: “Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead”
Saturday, March 7, 8 p.m.; Sunday, March 8, 2:30 p.m.; Arter Little Theatre

Student Experimental Theatre presents two performances of Tom Stoppard’s 
“Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead,” directed by Peter Bergman and 

Alex Neal.

Delta Desserts
Sunday, March 8, 8-11 p.m., Campus Center Lobby

The sisters of Tri Delta invite the campus community to an all-you-can-
eat dessert buffet. Proceeds benefit St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 
Tickets are $3 and will be sold through March 6 in the Campus Center.

Single Voice Reading Series: Lauren K. Alleyne and Allison Wilkins
Tuesday, March 10, 7 p.m., Tillotson Room of the Tippie Alumni Center
Alleyne’s first book of poems, “Difficult Fruit,” was published in 2014 by 

Peepal Tree Press. Wilkins’ first book of poems, “Girl Who,” is forthcoming 
from CW Books.

Information Session with City Year
Wednesday, March 11, 4:30 p.m., Pelletier Collaboratory

City Year is sponsoring an informational presentation titled “Leaders in 
Social Change Organizations.” Take part in an interactive dialogue about 
social and organizational change and learn more about the AmeriCorps 

program.

The Campus is printed every Friday 
during the academic year, except during breaks and 
exam periods. 

Advertising:(814)332-5386
Box 12, Allegheny College 
520 N. Main St.  
Meadville, PA 16335

CRIME BLOTTER

Jan. 16-Feb. 26, 2015
Reis Hall

Student being harassed by a non-student.  

Feb. 27, 2015
Allegheny Commons 

Student being harassed by a non-student.

CORRECTIONS

In the Feb. 13, 2015 issue, we misidentified Ben Avon Street as the site where 
physical plant dumps snow. The correct site is the Baldwin Street site. 

ADVERTISEMENT
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When walking into a class-
room, do you see faces that 
look like yours? Or do you 
interact with people on the 
daily basis that come from a 
very similar background as 
you do? Do you have conver-
sations with people who have 
ideas that completely align 
with yours? Do people praise 
the same way you do, if they 
praise at all? Are all of your 
acquaintances from a heter-
onormative existence? Does 
diversity ring a bell to you?

The question is, what is 
diversity? Is it a visual con-
cept? When you walk around 
campus and you see different 
faces in different skin tones, 
is diversity achieved? Diver-
sity is a term that is used to 
add on to what is “the white 

Social Justice Corner: rethinking perspective

By BRADLEY BARONNER
Contributing Writer 
baronnerb@allegheny.edu

There’s a scene mid-
way through Ava DuVer-
nay’s “Selma” that’s sure 
to provoke reflection: It 
transitions from a con-
versation between Ala-
bama Governor George 
Wallace and a police col-
onel discussing the asser-
tion of “dominance” in 
Selma, and occurs when 
that’s carried out. As of-
ficers assault protestors, 
a man named Jimmie 
Lee Jackson seeks refuge 
in a diner along with his 
mother and grandfather. 
He’s not left alone. Police 
burst in, and while beat-
ing them one decides to 
shoot Jackson. The scene 
ends with him dying in 
his mother’s arms. 

“Selma”, a near flaw-
less historical drama 
directed by Ava DuVer-
nay and written by Paul 
Webb, shifts between the 

political and the person-
al without feeling stilted 
or contrived. It’s often 
jarring, but it should be. 

The moment the mov-
ie is built around—the 
1965 marches from Sel-
ma to Montgomery, Ala-
bama, for voting rights—
calls for the exact tone 
DuVernay creates: one 
where moments of per-
sonal sacrifice are nev-
er lost in history, but 
instead made more 
poignant by the conse-
quences of what’s hap-
pening. 

Her achievement 
is matched and com-
plimented by David 
Oyelowo’s performance 
as Martin Luther King. 
He delivers King’s 
speeches with appropri-
ate passion. As the frame 
expands with promi-
nence, Oyelowo occu-
pies the center with an 
inspiring physical pres-

ence, evoking the rheto-
ric of King with his body 
as well as his voice. Those 
scenes make watching 
his private strain with his 
wife (played by Carmen 
Ejojo) feel intimately hu-
man. In close-ups, we see 
Oyelowo confront King’s 
imperfections with a 
depth of emotion. He 
finds in King a person 
who found resonances 
in the lives of others to 
drive his passion for re-
form even as his work ate 
away at his private life. 

The movie does not 
just capture King’s sac-
rifices, though. Care-
ful attention is given to 
others on the frontline 
of the protests as well. 
The cast of King’s allies, 
which includes Oprah 
Winfrey, Common, and 
Wendell Pierce among 
many more, are re-
sounding in their small-
er roles. While a lot has 

been made about the 
portrayal of Lyndon B. 
Johnson (played by Tom 
Wilkinson), the mov-
ie isn’t about him. The 
historical LBJ was likely 
streamlined to put to the 
focus on the struggle of 
people who were on the 
front lines at Selma. 

All things considered, 
that seems fine. There’s a 
lot more going on here, 
and focusing on the his-
torical accuracy of one 
character would be a 
mistake—this is not a 
documentary, nor a bi-
opic about LBJ. “Selma” 
is about the multitude 
of sacrifices made; it’s no 
one person’s story.  

In no scene is that 
more clear than the 
apocalyptic bridge se-
quence, where a mass of 
protesters are brutalized 
by an over-armed police 
force. Compared to “12 
Years a Slave,” another 

gut-wrenching movie 
that forced Americans to 
reflect on a racist histo-
ry, the scenes of violence 
are filmed with more 
dynamism. Where Steve 
McQueen’s “12 Years a 
Slave” presented cruelty 
unflinchingly, DuVernay 
has to locate the faces of 
the suffering amid the 
fog of tear gas and chaos. 

She uses a laundry 
list cinematic flourishes 
to do so, but nothing is 
ever done without a feel 
for the protestors’ suf-
fering. When the event 
was shown on TV bru-
tality was shrouded by 
the fog, but that doesn’t 
happen here. The end 
result is similar to what 
McQueen achieved: no 
matter how bad things 
get, your conscience will 
not let you look away.    

When I went on a 
high-school field trip 
to see “Lincoln,” anoth-

norm”. If you analyze the ver-
nacular in the United States, 
all ethnic people’s nationality 
is hyphenated. I am the hy-
phenated American.  

As Toni Morrison says, 
“In this country American 
means white. Everyone else 
has to hyphenate”.  This con-
cept exhibits how institutions 
views people who are consid-
ered “other”. Allegheny is 200 
years old, and that 200-year-
old thought process is present 
today. Allegheny “honors” 
diversity by inviting students 
of color and many students of 
difference to be apart of the 
“Gheny legacy.” However, the 
Allegheny community can 
improve in actually interact-
ing with those who are their 
diverse students.  

Diversity at Predominately 
White Institutions (or PWI’s) 
can actually be a marginal-
izing experience for the stu-

dents who make up the actual 
diversity. When colleges fo-
cus heavily on diversity, their 
pointing out a problem with 
society. They are pointing out 
how these students were not 
allowed through their doors, 
but now they will admit these 
students at small populations 
at a time. 

It shows that white people 
(men for the longest, though) 
have always had a right to go 
to college. It was a given. It is 
their right. Therefore, as soci-
ety moves “forward,” colleges 
feel they have to continuously 
highlight how they are allow-
ing groups of people in who 
they previously shut out. This 
act can do harm to their di-
verse group.

Although society is mov-
ing forward, PWI’s have to be 
aware of the experiences of 
students on campus who are 
their “diversity.” Their contin-

By NIA BURNETT
Contributing Writer
burnettn@allegheny.edu

er historical drama that 
bears some similarities, 
students moaned about 
how boring it was (“too 
much talking”). I doubt 
kids who went on a field 
trip to see “Selma” had 
the same complaint. One 
of the reasons students 
said “Lincoln” left them 
jaded was the dearth of 
war scenes. The protest-
ers are peaceful in Sel-
ma, but you never forget 
a war is going on. 

Despite the enormity 
of the moment and the 
long list of historical fig-
ures, those who bled for 
the cause stay close to 
the heart of the movie. 
A related reason “Sel-
ma” can’t be called bor-
ing is its relevance: even 
though the events took 
place 50 years ago, it’s a 
reminder people are still 
bleeding. 

THE SIMPLE THINGS

Comic by Jonathon Yee 

How seeking only phyiscal diversity on campuses can create internal issues

‘Selma’ screening offers period for student reflection

ual highlight of our presence, 
our presence that is blown up 
to a point where it makes a 
college seem inclusive, push-
es students to the outside of 
the community. When a stu-
dent’s identity and experienc-
es aren’t reflected in how the 
colleges are portraying their 
identity and experiences, it 
creates a sense of not belong-
ing. When the diverse stu-
dents are not even engaged as 
fully on campus, when their 
thoughts are not represented 
on campus, when their phys-
icality is the only aspect that 
counts as diversity, a rift of 
not truly belonging will de-
velop. When your physicality 
and uniqueness is trumped 
up yet you are ignored other-
wise, then that is when diver-
sity becomes an issue.  

Diversity is a beautiful 
thing. Celebrating student’s 
different backgrounds, beliefs, 

perspectives and social status 
can create a strong communi-
ty. However, focusing on their 
outward appearance or how 

they can make the college 
appear progressive can effect 
them on many levels. 



March 6, 2015AlleghenyCampus.com 5The Campus
[ Science ]

Professor provides first documentation of chemical interaction
By AMANDA SPADARO
Co-Editor-in-Chief
spadaroa@allegheny.edu

In a journal article current-
ly under review by the Journal 
of the American Chemical 
Society, Mark Ams, assistant 
professor of chemistry, ex-
plains an interaction that has 
never been documented be-
fore. The interaction demon-
strates the strength of a chem-
ical interaction that happens 
with molecules containing a 
flourine group above a ring 
structure, when six carbons 
attached to each other. 

Ams’ lab is currently study-
ing the weak interactions that 
occur within one molecule. In 
the structure they use, called a 
torsion balance system, a long 
chain of carbons in the mol-
ecule fold in such a way that 
the end of the end is able to 
fold over the ring structure. 

This torsion balance sys-
tem is required to isolate the 
specific molecular force that 
they wish to study, a force 
that is so weak it is typically 
not able to be measured, ac-
cording to Rosey Sheridan, 
’15, who has worked on this 
project. 

“It’s not a very strong force 
at all, so if you tried to study 
it in systems where it’s usually 
present, you can’t. There’s all 
kinds of other things interfer-
ing. You can’t get a good mea-
surement of it,” Sheridan said. 
“Our group uses these things 
called molecular torsion bal-
ances to basically isolate the 
interaction to quantify exactly 
how strong it is...The shape 
of the torsion balance kind of 
negates how all of those other 
forces affect the system.”

The major focus for the 
study is the role of fluorine, 
the most electronegative ele-
ment, meaning that fluorine 
atoms draw electron density 
toward themselves more than 
atoms of other elements. The 
ring structure located on the 
other end of the molecule 
has a slightly negative charge 
above and below the ring it-
self, called a pi system. 

When three fluorine mol-
ecules are bonded to a central 

carbon that is dangling above 
the carbon ring, these fluo-
rines cause the central carbon 
to be slightly positive. This 
positive carbon then interacts 
with this slightly negative pi 
system. 

“[Fluorine] pulls elec-
tron density towards itself 
and what we found is that, if 
you put enough fluorines out 
here, the fluorines are all pull-
ing electron density towards 
themselves,” Ams said. “That 
leaves the carbon, which 
they’re bonded to, that’s what’s 
attracted to the pi system.”

Once the torsion balance 

is established as the molecule 
they are working with, Ams 
and the students in his lab are 
able to measure the strength 
of the interaction. When the 
molecule has this interaction, 
the molecule stays in what is 
called the folded conforma-
tion more often than it exists 
as the unfolded conforma-
tion. When there is an attrac-
tive force between the ends 
of the molecule, it is consid-
ered a lower energetic state, 
which the molecule prefers. 
The more often the molecule 
prefers the folded state, the 
stronger the intramolecular 

interaction is.  
“If it prefers to have an at-

traction, it’ll stay there more,” 
Ams said. “We measure the 
population in which it likes to 
stay there and we can convert 
that to an attraction number, 
a real number and this is a 
very weak attraction. It’s hard 
to isolate but this molecule 
does it.”

While the interaction is 
rather weak, it can become 
a stronger interaction when 
many of these interactions oc-
cur within one system. 

“That’s really important 
because [this] interaction is 
really present in proteins...
different amino acids can in-
teract to form a lot of these re-
ally weak interactions, which 
even though they’re weak are 
very additive,” Sheridan said. 
“Over a thousand amino ac-
ids, can be really formative in 
the way that a protein folds.”

Aside from the biologi-
cal applications regarding 
protein folding, this research 
may potentially be relevant 
for the pharmaceutical indus-

try, which has recently seen 
a prevalence of fluorine. Ac-
cording to Ams, three out of 
the 10 best-selling drugs in 
2011 contained fluorine.  

When a pharmaceutical 
company works on testing a 
new drug, many different ver-
sions of the same molecule 
must be tested to determine 
the efficacy and safety of the 
potential drug, but the testing 
of thousands of similar mol-
ecules can slow the process 
significantly, Ams believes. 

“To find that drug that 
worked the best, a lot of times 
what these companies have 
to do in their [research and 
development] department is 
screen it and a couple other 
thousand of its buddies that 
are slightly different,” Ams 
said. “Make these molecules, 
test them in clinical trials or 
some other kind of trials, find 
which of those work the best 
and market that. Obviously, 
that takes lots of time and 
money.”

However, as chemists work 
to better understand the in-

teractions within molecules, 
computer predictability be-
comes a more feasible future 
for chemistry and pharma-
ceuticals. This may only be 
realized with extensive work 
to fully understand even mi-
nor interactions, such as the 
work being done in Ams’ lab. 

“One of the directions that 
people speculate chemistry 
and technology will be, will 
be in a place where we can 
rely on computers to accu-
rately predict how molecules 
are going to behave without 
doing the back-breaking re-
search in the laboratory,” Ams 
said. “Right now, if we want to 
study the way things behave, 
we have to get in there, do the 
chemistry, study it...But what 
if we had computer program-
ming that can predict, accu-
rately, this is the best struc-
ture?”

This is especially true in 
solvent systems, which the 
human body is. Most data on 
chemical interactions cur-
rently available is focused on 
gas phase interactions and 
these can change when the 
molecules interact in a liquid 
system when dissolved. 

“Knowing how it’ll inter-
act in different solvent sys-
tems is pretty important, just 
because most systems are go-
ing to be water-based, mixed 
with other things inside of it,” 
said Jake Patterson, ’17, who 
also works in Ams’ lab.

Regardless, the isolation of 
the weak forces between a tri-
fluorinated carbon and the 
pi system represent a break-
through that no other lab has 
yet quantified. 

“Whenever we started 
seeing an affinity for folding 
when you had the fluorines 
stacked, we started talking 
about why that was and no-
body’s really seen it before 
so that’s why [the Journal of 
the American Chemical So-
ciety] was so interested in it,” 
Patterson said. “Nobody has 
proposed this interaction be-
fore, nobody’s really had any 
evidence.” 

The molecule on the left depicts the folded conforma-
tion, which is sometimes lower energetically. The 
R-group interacts with the pi system above the ring 
labeled A.

CONTRIBUTED BY ROSEY SHERIDAN

The Meadville Area Water 
Authority anticipates voting 
on the issue of adding fluo-
ride to the public water sup-
ply sometime in 2015, follow-
ing the completion of the two 
new water towers on High-
land Avenue. Despite the fact 
that the five-member water 
authority board will vote on 
the matter alone, according to 
some community members, 
the topic of fluoridation may 
be one that should be more 
widely discussed.

The initiative for fluorida-
tion began with a committee 
created from members of the 
Meadville Medical Center, 
the Meadville school districts 
and members of Allegheny 
College, called the Commu-
nity Initiative for Improved 
Dental Health. The Meadville 
Member Center’s Commu-
nity Health Assessment from 
2011-2012, available online, 
stated oral health as the big-
gest need in the community. 

“The prioritized items to 
be addressed are as follows; 1. 
Address oral health problems 
through improved access to 
Dental Care for low income 
and uninsured persons in the 
Meadville area. Develop plans 
for improved prevention of 
future oral health problems,” 
the report stated. 

Further, data collected for 
this report showed that no 

water source in the area natu-
rally provided what the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention and the National 
Institutes of Health cite as the 
optimal dose of fluoride to 
prevent tooth decay: 0.7 mil-
ligrams per liter. 

From this, an initiative for 
fluoridation of the Meadville 
area water supply began, in-
cluding strong effort and in-
volvement from Allegheny 
College, according to Dave 
Roncolato, director of civic 
engagement in the Allegheny 
Gateway. 

“We’ve had students un-
der Caryl Waggett’s [associate 
professor of environmental 
science] supervision, they 
did the research and cre-
ated a packet on fluoridation 
[during the 2012-2013 aca-
demic year],” Roncolato said. 
“We had a documentary on 
fluoride that was created by a 
communication arts student.”

In a May 14, 2013 letter 
from President James Mullen 
to the Meadville Area Water 
Authority, support for the flu-
oridation efforts were stated.

“Allegheny College sup-
ports public water fluorida-
tion in Meadville…,” Mullen 
wrote. 

This letter was written to 
acknowledge the support that 
Allegheny’s involvement in 
the community’s movement 
to fluoridate the water.

“Our support for the fluo-
ridation effort grows from our 

involvement in the Meadville 
Area Cooperative (MAC). 
The MAC is a signature initia-
tive for Allegheny, the Medi-
cal Center, the school system 
and others who are commit-
ted to the health of our com-
munity,” Mullen said in an e-
mail interview. “My letter of 
support emanates from our 
commitment to these oppor-
tunities as well as our com-
mitment to MAC.”

In support of fluoridation, 

Roncolato cites the petition 
that student’s helped circulate 
around the Meadville com-
munity, garnering over 1,000 
signatures in support of fluo-
ridating the water supply. 

Many national science and 
health organizations support 
water fluoridation including 
the CDC, the NIH and the 

Surgeon General but while 
the World Health Organiza-
tion supports fluoride when 
limited to its optimal dose, it 
warns that excessive fluoride 
can lead to adverse skeletal 
health. 

Roncolato feels that there 
is significant support in the 
Meadville community for wa-
ter fluoridation, but acknowl-
edges the Meadville area 
still has individuals who are 
against the fluoridation of the 
public water supply, local chi-
ropractor Christopher Knapp 
being among them. 

“Primarily, from my opin-
ion and a lot of other people 
who think along the lines that 
I do, it should stop at medical 
ethics,” Knapp said. “When 
you have fluoride in the water, 
there’s no informed consent...
and I think that the argument 
stops there.”

However, Roncolato be-
lieves that not fluoridating 
the water is keeping a societal 
good from being realized. 

“Personally, I think it’s 
cruel to deny something that 
will really benefit children, 
especially those most margin-
alized by poverty in our com-
munity,” Roncolato said. 

Despite fundamental dif-
ferences in conviction, both 
sides agree on the necessity 
of additional health care aside 
from water fluoridation.

“My fear is if we vote to 
have fluoride put in the wa-
ter, they’ll think, ‘okay, we’ve 

done something, we’re going 
to go on with our lives and the 
problem of access to care is 
going to be ignored,’” Knapp 
said.  “This is easy, fluoride is 
easy. Access to care is hard...
The problem is access to care, 
these kids can’t get in to see 
a dentist so let’s give them 
fluoride? Fluoride isn’t health 
care, you have to educate peo-
ple.”

Matthew Zaborowski, ’17, 
co-president of the Allegheny 
Pre-Dental Club acknowledg-
es the need for dental care as a 
supplement in providing fluo-
ride in the water supply.

“Every child needs to see 
a dentist and get dental care, 
that needs to happen. But a 
good way to help those that 
maybe can’t go on a regular 
basis is to have fluoride,” Za-
borowski said. “By us not do-
ing it, there’s a greater number 
of people that are not seeing 
improved dental health and 
Meadville has a wide variety 
of socio-economic status.” 

Aside from access to care, 
Roncolato considers personal 
responsibility part of the pro-
cess of education as well. 

“It’s not, in and of itself, a 
sufficient solution to all oral 
health,” Roncolato said. “Put-
ting fluoride in the water is 
not going to alleviate the need 
for people taking responsibil-
ity for their own oral health 
but it’s going to help, especial-
ly marginalized populations 
in our community.”

Dissenters, though, be-
lieve more open and honest 
discussion needs to occur 
the MAWA council vote on 
the decision, given that it is a 
controversial topic with equal 
support on both sides, ac-
cording to Zaborowski.

“I would like to see Allegh-
eny lead the discussion and I 
would really like to see...the 
Meadville residents to hear 
it too,” Knapp said. “I think 
there’s just an imbalance in 
the information to the public.”

Further, Knapp questions 
Allegheny’s move in declaring 
support from the institution 
as a whole in the letter Mullen 
sent to the MAWA.

“As a Meadville resident, 
for President Mullen’s hand 
to reach beyond...the borders 
of the college, really into ev-
eryone’s home, I’m not sure 
that that really falls under 
the realm of the description 
of what a college president 
should do,” Knapp said. “It 
just seems like it’s highly un-
usual for a college president 
to publicly endorse some-
thing that’s so contentious.”

While the CDC’s 2012 wa-
ter fluoridation statistics, the 
most recent ones available 
online, state that 74.6 per-
cent of the U.S.’s population 
drinks fluoridated water, only 
54.6 percent of Pennsylvanian 
residents do. 

For the longer story, see  
alleghenycampus.com.

I would like to see 
Allegheny lead 
the discussion and 
I would really like  
to see...Meadville 
residents to hear 
it too.

“

“

Christopher Knapp
Meadville Chiropractor

Possible addition of fluoride to Meadville 
area water prompts community discussion

By AMANDA SPADARO
Co-Editor-in-Chief
spadaroa@allegheny.edu

MEGHAN HAYMAN/THE CAMPUS
Angelina Winbush, ‘16, and Shawn Kennemuth, ‘16, have duderated chloraform applied to their crystal sample 
during a lab session in the chemistry lab with Mark Ams, assistant professor of chemistry, on Feb. 18, 2015. 



 

said.  “Some of these phrases, 
moments, and expressions are 
humanely innate among all of 
us, whether we are the com-
poser, the performer, or the 
listener.”

The quartet makes annual 
trips back to Allegheny and 
engages several classes in 
conversation about the music 
they play.

“Each year, we have a full 
schedule for their residen-

cy with classes ranging from 
psychology, neuroscience, 
English, german, dance, 
mathematics, history, and of 
course, music,” Chien said.

“In classes at Allegheny 
the students get involved in 
discussions pertaining to the 
music and whatever disci-
pline we are visiting with at 
that moment. The meeting 
of different disciplines helps 
to break down barriers and 
allows us all to think outside 
of the proverbial ‘box,” Lifsitz 
added.

Chien described a typical 
classroom experience with 
the quartet as a kind of dia-
logue where musical concepts 
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On Friday, March 6 at 7:30 
p.m. in the Ford Chapel, Alec 
Chien, professor of music, 
will play his last performance 
with the Alexander String 
Quartet before he retires. The 
following afternoon, Saturday 
March 7 at 3:00 p.m. in Shafer 
Auditorium, will be Chien’s 
last solo performance as a 
professor at Allegheny Col-
lege.

The Quartet is composed 
of Zak Grafilo, first violin, 
Fred Lifsitz, second violin, 
Paul Yarbrough, viola, and 
Sandy Wilson, cello.

The quartet first played 
at Allegheny in 1990, where 
they met Chien. For the past 
two and a half decades, Chien 
has accompanied the quartet 
every other year in recitals at 
Allegheny.

“When I work or practice I 
try to think. When I perform 
I try to feel...The character or 
soul or the performer comes 
through every time, and 
comes through differently ev-
ery time, I might add,” Chien 
said.

On Friday Chien, togeth-
er with the quartet, will play 
the Schumann and Brahms 
piano quintets. On Saturday 
Chien will perform four bal-
lades and three polonaises by 
Chopin. 

“It’s truly rewarding to be 
able to communicate some 
of the greatest outputs in the 
history of mankind,” Chien 

are translated into ideas more 
accessible to the class sub-
ject. The quartet may discuss 
structure and ornamentation, 
two mechanical constraints in 
songwriting, in an architec-
ture class, for instance.

 “With comm-arts, for ex-
ample, Professor Dan Cro-
zier was hoping the Quartet 
would address the concept 
of rhythm and meter,” Chien 
said.  “Now of course, in the 
comm-arts… that same idea 
is vital [in acting] just as it is 
in music.  So the Alexander 
will undoubtedly play works 
from their current perform-
ing repertoire and show spe-
cific areas, passages, or move-
ments where that issue is also 
critical.”

Susan Slote, Director of 
Education Studies and in-
structor of English, has had 
the Alexander String Quartet 
visit her British literature class 
several times. The quartet dis-
cusses the movement from 
Romanticism towards mod-
ernism in music, which Slote 
parallels with examples from 
Romantic, Victorian, and 
modernist literature.

“I try to enrich my class by 
giving my students a sense of 
what else is happening in the 
arts. [The Alexander String 
Quartet] are all scholars, and 
they know the music history 
of those periods so well. It’s 
interesting to think that Bee-
thoven is a Romantic figure 
on the order of Byron,” Slote 
said.

By TYLER STIGALL  
Contributing Writer
stigallt@allegheny.edu

Retiring artist-in-residence
performs with string quartet

Step Afrika! stomps Shafer stage 

ADVERTISEMENT

It’s truly rewarding 
to be able to com-
municate some of the 
greatest outputs in 
the history of man-
kind.

“ “

Alec Chien
Music Professor
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Stepping dance company, Step Afrika!, performed on Saturday, Feb. 28 in Shafer Auditorium at Allegheny College. Step Afrika! is one of 
the events during Black History Month that is sponsored by the Association for the Advancement of Black Culture.

A New War Is Here
What your Teachers will not tell you
Dr. George A. Kuck (Class of 1962)

(galbertk@aol.com)
 

It appears that the Democratic Party and its leaders 
have gone back to their roots where prior to the 
US Civil War they tried to have our country expand 
slavery to our new states.  John Brown must be 
turning over in his grave to see how far we have 
fallen.  Wake up Alleghenians to the heritage of our 
blue uniformed Republican forefathers. Slavery is 
on the march again from the heart of Africa to the 
Middle East - from Boko Haram soldiers enslaving 
black girls to the radical Islamists in Iraq and Syria 
selling Yazidi Moslem and Christian women as sex 
slaves.  These people are evil.  They burn people 
alive and loot wherever they set their feet.  They 
have revived barbaric practices where they set 
their enemies on fire, crucify Christians in Iraq, and 
separate the heads of Christians from their bodies 
in Libya.  Islamic radicals are pledged to overcome 
liberty and freedom worldwide.  We did not believe 
Hitler prior to WW II.  Why do we not learn from 
history and listen to what the radical Islamists are 
saying?  King Abdullah II of Jordan and Egyptian 
President Abdel el-Sissi of Egypt have heard them 
and rejected their fanatic calls for jihad.  Why don’t 
we follow their lead and actually do something sub-
stantive to overcome evil?  The Democrats are waf-
fling in the new isolationism.  The choice is clear, 
fight evil or let it grow.  Go back to your roots and 

vote REPUBLICAN.

Step Afrika! is one of the only dance companies in the world that focuses only on  the  art 
of stepping. 

Step Afrika!, a dance company from 
Washington D.C., visited Allegheny’s campus 
Feb. 28, 2015 to perform for Black History 
Month.  

Step Afrika! is one of the only dance 
companies in the world that focuses only on  
the  art of stepping and, according to their 
website, they are listed in the top ten Afri-
can-American dance companies in the U.S.  

Their performance and other events for 
Black History Month were sposored by the 
Association for the Advancement of Black 
Culture.  

First appearing in hoodies and jeans, 
dancers performed a modern styled dance. 
After several dances, men and women 

dancers competed against each other for 
two rounds. The applause of the audience 
decided the winning team. 

Afterwards, the dancers invited students 
to  join them on stage and learn basic dance 
moves.

The mood changed as the lights dimmed 
and the performers left the stage.  They 
reappeared,  dressed in traditional African 
clothing.  

Whistles and drums started playing 
in the background while  the performers   
stepped.  Before the   performance was over, 
the dancers changed back into T-shirts and 
pants clothes.

The last event is scheduled in celebration 
of Black History Month is the Ebony Ball on 
March 7.  

By Yutong Wang 
Junior Photo Editor 
wangy2@allegheny.edu
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Allegheny’s Student Ex-
perimental Theater will be 
putting on a production of 
“Rosencrantz and Guilden-
stern Are Dead” on Saturday 
March 7 at 8 p.m. and Sunday 
March 8 at 2:30 p.m. in the 
Little Theater in Arter Hall.

S.E.T. is a student run and 
operated club on campus 
that puts on shows through-
out the academic year.

Lee Scandinaro, ’15, S.E.T. 
president, said the club is 
completely made up of stu-

dents that act, produce, direct, 
manage, design and often 
times write their own shows.

“It’s a great way to ex-
plore theater and our pas-
sions in the arts,” he said.

Scandinaro plays Guil-
denstern in the production 
opposite Dan Keitel, ’17, 
who plays Rosencrantz.  He 
said that the play, written by 
Tom Stoppard, is based off 
of Shakespeare’s “Hamlet.”

“It’s based off of two mi-
nor characters in Hamlet,” 
Scandinaro said.  “If you 
know Hamlet, [Rosencrantz 
and Guildenstern] were the 
spies that took Hamlet to En-
gland to have him killed but 

then Hamlet tricked them 
into getting them killed.”

Peter Bergman, ’15, di-
rector of the production 
explained the play further.

“It’s about what happens 
to Rosencrantz and Guilden-
stern while they’re offstage 
in Hamlet and it’s due to 
the confines that their fates 
are already written and one 
of the last lines in Hamlet 
is ‘Rosencrantz and Guil-
denstern are dead,’” Berg-
man said.  “It’s about their 
journey to find meaning of 
what is happening to them.”

Bergman chose to do 
this play because it is one 
of his favorite plays written 

By EYLIE BUEHLER  
Junior Features Editor
buehlere@allegheny.edu

‘Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead’ debut

ADVERTISEMENT

BIG DATAexperience

Data scientists are in high demand. Meet that demand by earning your Master of Science 
Degree in Data Science from the nationally and internationally renowned Tom Ridge School of 
Intelligence Studies and Information Science.

There is no better time to become a data scientist;  
Contact us today to learn more. 

grad@mercyhurst.edu 
814-824-2297
theridgeschool.org

WHAT DO DATA SCIENTISTS DO?
They retrieve, organize and clean large, complex 
data to provide intel to key decision makers in 
government agencies & businesses.

WHAT IS THE JOB OUTLOOK?
The U.S. is facing a shortage of up to 190,000* data 
scientists. Experts project as much as a 32 percent** 
growth in jobs by 2020.
*McKinsey Global Institute 
** U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

WHAT ARE POTENTIAL JOB EARNINGS?
The average annual salary for a data analyst is 
$61,275.*
*Salary.com, Washington, D.C.

GET THE EXPERIENCE.

S.E.T. performs final show, based on Shakespear’s ‘Hamlet,’ before spring break

by his favorite playwright.
“One of my majors is the-

ater and I’ve done a lot of 
scene and design aspects in 
theater but I’ve never really 
delved into a big play like this 
before and I thought well it’s 
my senior year, last semester, 
I want to do something that’s 
going to be fun and that I’m 
going to be happy with so 
why not try and do my fa-
vorite play,” Bergman said.

Liz Colarte, ’17, plays a 
male character in the play 
called the player.  She said that 
S.E.T. is different than Allegh-
eny’s Playshop Theater be-
cause it is completely student 
produced and presents a lot 

of challenges because of that.
“Students do everything 

where as in Playshop we 
have professors and other 
people working on things 
for us rather than just us be-
ing self sufficient,” Colarte 
said.  “I think that definite-
ly makes it harder but it also 
makes it rewarding in some 
aspects because you learn 
how to do it all on your own.”

Bergman said he is look-
ing forward to see the au-
dience’s reaction to the 
production upon its debut.

“I’m looking forward to just 
the audience having fun and 
laughing,” he said.  “Hopeful-
ly they understand the deep 

wordplay of the play and all 
of the substantial interactions 
and all of the fun stuff that 
was able to make it.  I’m just 
excited to see people enjoy it.”

Scandinaro said the show 
has no limits because the 
characters are so obscure 
which gave the actors a 
chance to explore and de-
velop their characters fully.

“I like exploring that sort 
of at the point of no return 
like what does a person look 
like when they don’t know 
what to do,” Scandinaro said.

Tickets for “Rosencrantz 
and Guildenstern Are Dead” 
are free with no reservation. 

PHOTOS BY MEGHAN HAYMAN/THE CAMPUS

Actors bring to life the play directed by Peter Bergman, ’15, in the Little Theater in Arter Hall this weekend. S.E.T. will perform on March 7 at 8 p.m. and March 8 at 2:30 p.m. 
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On Saturday, Feb. 28 the 
men’s tennis team travelled to 
Case Western Reserve Uni-
versity for the first match of 
the spring season. 

“Case is ranked number 
eight in the country and num-
ber two in our region, they 
have a lot of talent and know 
how to win,” Jared Luteran, 
head coach, said. 

Alex Hurtuk, ’15 and dou-
bles partner Sam Stephenson, 
’15, fell 8-2 to Case.

“It was our first match of 
the year and it’s different go-
ing from playing teammates 
to playing another team in 
a match, where the match 
means more,” Hurtuk said.

Tyler Triolo, ’16, said the 
hardest part of the match 
against Case was knowing 
they are nationally ranked 
and every point counted. 

“We won at number three 
doubles, with Dan and Jai 
winning,” Luteran said. “This 
is two years in a row Dan has 
had wins against them. We 
had a great day all around.”

The doubles team of Dan-
iel Conroy, ’15, and Jai Red-
kar, ’18, won 8-4 over Case. 
The team ended the match 
with a 8-1 loss. 

“Our mentality going into 
the match was good, if we all 
played our best they’d be wor-
ried,” Triolo said.

Triolo and doubles partner 
Thomas Manning, ’16, fell 8-2 

to the 11th nationally ranked 
couples team. Triolo also fell 
6-2, 6-1 in singles. 

“This match shows us that 
we can compete with hard-
er teams and shoot for that 
knowing we are not that far 
off,” Luteran said. 

The men are using the Case 
match to focus on the details 
of their playing that want to 
improve in practice for their 
next match. 

“We are working on step-
ping into the court and dictat-
ing points,” Triolo said. “Our 
defensive play is good and we 
are working to improve of-
fense.”

Triolo added that look-
ing at what Case did well and 
where the team had trouble 
can help them improve for fu-
ture matches. 

“In the past we have had 
inconsistent results,” Hurtuk 
said. “Sometimes we’d com-
pete well against good teams 
but not as good with lower 
ranked teams.”

The team has goals for on 
the court and goals for the 
classroom. 

“We are aiming to remain 
ranked in the conference and 
have fifteen wins, which is do-
able,” Luteran said. “We also 
want to earn the ITA [Inter-
collegiate Tennis Association] 
All Academic award.”

The men will travel to 
Hilton Head, South Carolina 
over spring break and play 
five matches.

By ALEX HOLMES
Sports Editor
holmesa2@allegheny.edu

Men’s tennis falls 
to Case Western

On Tuesday, Feb. 24, the 
Allegheny men’s basketball 
team ended their 11-15 sea-
son in the quarterfinals of the 
NCAC tournament against 
Wabash College. In a back-
and-forth game, the Gators 
suffered a 69-60 loss in Craw-
fordsville, Indiana. 

Evan Zabriski, ’17, the Ga-
tors’ season scoring leader at 
16.2 points per game, led his 
team in points and rebounds 
with 20 and 10, respectively. 
While Zabriski achieved his 
third double-double of the 
season, the injury-ridden 
Gators fell behind in the re-
bound column pulling in only 
26 boards to Wabash’s 39.

“Injuries hurt; not having 
Brandon Smith playing really 
hurt us, but there’s no time for 
excuses,” Zabriski said. “We 
failed to box out as a team and 
that’s what cost us.” 

Team captain Josh Valen-
tic, ’15, also spoke to the Ga-
tors’ loss on Tuesday. 

“Rebounding was a glaring 
weak spot for us against the 
bigger, more physical Wabash 
team, but we battled hard to 
the last whistle,” said Valentic.

Despite the loss, the Ga-
tors’ 11-15 record was a sub-
stantial improvement from 
last year’s 6-19 season, and 
their eight conference wins 
was a considerable improve-
ment from only three the year 
before.

 “We all bought into the 
idea of getting better each 
day,” Valentic said. “One of the 
hardest things to do in sports 
is changing a losing culture to 
a winning one and we accom-
plished that this year by win-
ning 8 conference games.”

“I think the difference 
between this year and other 
years is that we started to 
win close games,” added head 
coach, Jim Driggs. “That is a 

testament to our team. We did 
a better job of accepting roles 
and a lot different guys made 
big plays for us throughout 
the season.”

Valentic was one of those 
guys. The captain’s season av-
erage of 15 points per game 
and a shooting percentage of 
43 percent certainly speak for 
themselves, but his leadership 
of a developing men’s basket-
ball team will be even tougher 
to replace.

According to Zabriski, not 
only is Josh a great individual 
player, but he’s also a great 
leader and not having him 
next year is definitely going to 
hurt us. 

“Gabe and Leslie are also 
going to be very tough to re-
place. They are great players 
and I’m truly going to miss 
playing with them every day,” 
Zabriski said. 

“Josh had a great year,” 
offered Driggs, continuing 
the praise of this years se-
nior class. “He was one of the 
guys that made big plays for 
us all year. He was also our 
best defender. Gabe played a 
crucial role all season.  I give 
Gabe a lot of credit because 
he battled injuries this year 

and throughout his career but 
he always hung tough.  Les-
lie was a great addition. He 
helped our post players get 
better and he got a lot better 
too.”

Though the Gators’ suc-
cessful season has come to an 
end, Driggs suggests that their 
eyes are still looking forward, 
and that there are still im-
provements to be made. 

“We want to keep getting 
better,” said Driggs. “Our goal 
will be to get better individu-
ally this off season with the 
understanding that getting 
better ultimately helps us col-
lectively. Our guys can’t stay 
the same. I think if we do 
work this offseason it will pay 
off next year.”

Zabriski expressed a simi-
lar outlook on the future, set-
ting his sights for further suc-
cess. 

“No matter how much I 
have improved from this past 
season, there is always some-
thing I can work on. This is 
a big offseason for me and I 
have a lot to work on in order 
to keep growing as a player,” 
said Zabriski.

As the Gators continue to 
move forward in improving a 
developing program around 
younger stand outs such as 
Zabriski, they will have to 
account for the losses of se-
niors like Valentic. Valentic’s 
impression on his teammates 
will likely last – his skills on 
the court and his leadership 
off the court still infecting and 
inspiring those who learned 
from it.  

“Being around the guys ev-
ery day is something that you 
only get in a team environ-
ment, and it will definitely be 
missed,” Valentic said. “I wish 
all the seniors continued suc-
cess in their career endeavors 
and for the underclassmen 
success on the hardwood next 
year and for years to come.”

By DAN CHEUNG
Contributing Writer
cheungd@allegheny.edu

Men’s basketball face loss 
in NCAC tournament play

The Allegheny Track and 
Field Team will make a prom-
inent appearance at Indoor 
Conferences. The team will 
have more than thirty athletes 
competing at the meet which 
will be held at DePauw Uni-
versity in Indiana. The team 
left for Indiana on Thursday 
and the meet will take place 
over the course of the week-
end. 

The track team has had 
many victories through the 
indoor season. The team 
placed first at Baldwin Wal-
lace setting the bar for the 
other schools in the confer-
ence.

“Im excited for the team to 
compete at conferences. We 
are very strong,” said Josie Ni-
ovich, ’16.

New members of the team 
are excited to prepare for con-
ferences as this is their first 
year competing at a collegiate 
level. 

“Its an honor for me to be a 
freshman and be able to com-
pete at this high level.” said 
Allen Baugh Jr. ’18. 

The track team’s indoor 
season began Dec 6. Since 
then, the athletes have been 
working hard to place at 
meets, leading up to their 
qualifications for conferences. 

“The indoor season was 
good, I got to know the team a 
lot better,” said Baugh Jr. “An-
dre [Andrew Bryan ’18] and I 
always push each other to run 
faster. He is a big help.”  

Allegheny will be compet-
ing in several different events 
at the conference, includ-
ing throwing events. Aubri 
Caslin, ’17, has been prepar-
ing extensively for confer-
ences. 

“I go to the gym twice ev-
ery day. I throw in the morn-
ing and I do cardio during 
practice,” Caslin said. 

Caslin joined the team her 
freshman year and has transi-
tioned from shotput to weight 
throw. Since, she has placed 
in various meets in the regu-
lar season and has worked up 
to qualifying for conferences. 
Caslin placed first at the most 
recent Denison meet with a 
distance of 15.08 in weight 
throw.

“I threw a 14.09 m in 
weight throw in our first 
meet at Case Western, which 
qualified me for conferenc-
es. I placed third for weight 
throw.”  said Caslin

Lexi Mochan, ’15, will be 
competing against Caslin  at 
conferences. The teammates 
both throw similar distances. 
Mochan, who throws 15.84 m 
is first and Caslin is placed at 
second throwing 15.76 m. 

“I look forward to hope-
fully becoming all confer-
ence.” said Caslin. “My coach 
is the best, I don’t know where 
I would be without him. He 
supports me, pushes me and 
believes in me.” 

The team has been prepar-
ing for conferences during 
the indoor season and will 
compete this weekend against 
all the schools in their confer-
ence. 

By EMERALD WRIGHTCOLLIE
Junior Sports Editor
wrightcolliee@allegheny.edu

Track and field teams 
prepare for conferences

CONTRIBUTED BY MANDY PRUSIA 
On Thursday, March 5, the Allegheny Gators received a bus as part of the Bicentenial celebrations. The bus 

will be used for athletic teams to travel to away games, admissions events, reunion weekend and anytime a 
charter bus is needed for a campus organization. 

“We have been working with Rachel Garza and the communtions department to promote the Bicentennial,” 
Portia Hoeg, director of athletics, said. “Anytime we need a charter bus, Anderson bus company will let us use 
this one.” 

The wrap was bought from efforts of many groups and offices on campus and will last a year and and a half. 

No matter how 
much I have im-
proved from this 
past season, there 
is always some-
thing I can work 
on. This is a big 
offseason for me 
and I have a lot to 
work on in order 
to keep growing 
as a player.

“

“

Evan Zabriski
Class of  2017

Upcoming Sports Events

What's  the   bus?

Friday & Saturday March 6-7

Men’s and Women’s Track & Field
NCAC Indoor Championship

@ DePauw University

Wednesday, March 11
Women’s Lacrosse

@ Washington & Jefferson College
4 p.m.

I look forward to 
hopefully becom-
ing All Confer-
ence. My coach 
is the best, I don’t 
know where I 
would be without 
him. He supports 
me, pushes me 
and believes in 
me. 

“

“

Aubri Caslin
Class of  2017


