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Karishma Reddy, ’16, vice president of the Pre-Health Club, places cotton swabs used to collect DNA in a swab 
kit. The community was invited to sign up to be in the bone marrow registry in the campus center on Tuesday, 
April 7.

Nesset pleads guilty to all charges
By SAM STEPHENSON
Co-Editor-in-Chief
stephensons@allegheny.edu

Former Allegheny English 
Professor Kirk Nesset faces at 
least five years in federal pris-

on following his guilty plea in 
Erie federal court on April 6.

Charged with possession, 
distribution and receipt of 
child pornography, Nesset 
had originally entered a plea 
of not guilty on Oct. 15, 2014.

U.S. District Judge David 
S. Cercone heard the change 
of plea. Cercone set the sen-
tencing date for Aug. 10, 2015; 
however, he agreed to let Nes-
set report to federal prison 
before his sentencing hearing, 

according to news reports. 
Nesset is free on an unsecured 
$10,000 bond while wearing 
an electronic monitor.

The execution of a search 
warrant on Oct. 1, 2014, state 
police and federal agents 

found more than 500,000 im-
ages and videos. According 
to the Erie Times-News, U.S. 
Assistant Attorney Christina 
Trabold said that one folder 
called “yum locals” had imag-
es of teen girls found on social 

media, including some mem-
bers of the local community.

The award-winning writer 
resigned from Allegheny on 
Oct. 2, 2014.

 

Be The Match hosts bone marrow registration event

Potential donors 
swab to save a life

By BRITTANY ADAMS
Contributing Writer
adamsb2@allegheny.edu

Be The Match held a reg-
istration event for potential 
bone marrow donors on Tues-
day, April 7 from 11-1 p.m. in 
the campus center lobby. As 
the nations largest bone mar-
row network, Be The Match 
currently has 11 million po-
tential donors in its database. 

Around 12,000 people a 
year need a bone marrow 
transplant. Bone marrow re-
cipients typically have  blood 
diseases ranging from leu-
kemia, sickle cell anemia, 
lymphoma and so on. Bone 
marrow is one of the main 
producers of white and red 
blood cells. People with a 
blood disease tend to lack or 
do not properly produce their 
own bone marrow. As a result, 
they are prone to illness.

Bone marrow transplants 
are one of the solutions to sav-
ing these patients as it helps to 
replenish and sustain the 200 
billion blood cells that an av-
erage person should be pro-
ducing within the span of day.

Through Be The Match, 
Allegheny students and fac-

ulty members were given the 
opportunity to register as a 
potential donor. Four cheek 
swab samples, from each 
participant, were taken and 
sealed in an envelope to be 
sent to a lab for tissue analy-
sis.

Be The Match gives pa-
tients whose family are un-
able to provide a bone mar-
row match, a better chance of 
finding a suitable donor.  

Michael Garbin, senior 
community engagement rep-
resentative of Be The Match, 
has visited schools all over 
Northwestern Pennsylvania 
and Upstate New York regis-
tering donors. On average 20-
25 students sign up and give 
samples. 

Over his five year career 
with Be The Match, 100 of his 
participants have gone on to 
donate. His recipients of the 
bone marrow have ranged 
from a three-month-old child 
to a 75-year-old grandparent.

“A friend of mine many 
years ago needed bone mar-
row to save their life, unfor-
tunately they did not find a 
match in time. This is why I 
am a part of the organization 
now,” Garbin said.

Through the help of rep-
resentatives such as Garbin, 
Be The Match has been able 
to provide potential donors 
to more than 600 countries 
globally. On average the or-
ganization has matched 6,300 
successful transplants a year.

David Klodowski, ’16, 
president of the Allegheny 

Pre-Health Club, volunteered 
to make a further impact on 
these numbers.

“One of the biggest dis-
eases we don’t have fund-
ing for is blood cancer,” said 
Klodowksi. “I’m here to help 
raise awareness and increase 
numbers in the registry.” 

Klodowski and the Pre-

Health Club reached out to 
the Allegheny community 
through posters and Greek 
life. 

“People are willing to help 
if you reach out to them,” 
Klodowski said. 

One of the participants of 
the Be The Match registration 
Jake Lebsack, ’16, did exactly 

that when his fraternity, Del-
ta Tau Delta, was informed of 
the cause. 

“David is a member of my 
fraternity and some of the 
members had shared some 
stories that inspired me to 
volunteer,” Lebsack said. 

Be The Match is expected 
to return next spring.

Incoming class to be larger than last
Admissions staff  works to refine online process

By JOSEPH TINGLEY
Junior News Editor
tingleyj@allegheny.edu

Following the low enroll-
ment numbers in the class 
of 2018, the Allegheny Ad-
missions Office is working to 
ensure that the class of 2019 
does not face the same prob-
lems. According to the admis-
sions office, 165 students have 
committed to Allegheny as of 
March 31. This is up from 118 
at the same time last year. 

Numerous factors led to 
the under enrollment of the 
class of 2018. One of the fac-
tors that came into play was 
the admissions offices attempt 
to go entirely paperless by 
employing a new comput-
er program called Customer 
Relation Management. Im-
plementing this new system 
slowed the process slightly 
and was partly to blame for 
under enrollment, however, 
the admissions team is work-
ing to make the system more 
efficient. 

“It was something that we 
could fix and were able to get 
that system to a better place 
this year,” said Cornell Le-
Sane, dean of admissions.

The members of the ad-
missions team explained that 
there is a learning curve when 
changes like the CRM are in-
troduced. 

“We made the switch and 
it is a learning process, obvi-
ously, as everything might be 
and so, I know Cornell said, 
and we’ve continued to say, 
it is going to take us a couple 
of years just to navigate this 
system,” said Anne Leonard, 
an admissions counselor and 
Gator Guide coordinator.  

According to Leonard, 
the admissions team spent 
the summer working on the 
system to ensure that things 
would run more efficiently 
this year.

In addition to seeing more 
deposits at this point than last 
year, LeSane also said that 
they have received 82 early 
decision deposits, the highest 
since 2002, and up from 48 
last year.  

“It is a huge point of pride 
for admissions and it should 
be a point of pride for Allegh-
eny,” said LeSane. 

LeSane explained that the 
majority of acceptance letters 
have been sent. 

“At this point in the pro-

cess it’s talking up the things 
that we are proud of, which is 
really not that hard,” said Le-
Sane. 

According to LeSane, the 
admissions team employs 
several strategies to reach out 
to accepted students. These 
include academic department 
mailings to students who have 
expressed interest in that de-
partment, letters from alum-
ni as well as current students 
and a handwritten note from 
the accepted students admis-
sions counselor. 

While Allegheny is on 
track to fill the class of 2019, 
Gator Guide Alyssa Schnei-
der, ’16, explained that the 
school faces several challeng-
es, including competition 
from other larger universities. 

“It is still harder being 
a small private liberal arts 
school to get enough draw, 
just because Allegheny is up 
and coming, but still, espe-
cially like in the west and in 
areas...outside of Pennsyl-
vania is still somewhat un-
known,” said Schneider. 

Despite the challenges that 
Allegheny faces in selecting 
its students, Schneider said 
that so far, she feels the class 

of 2019 is coming along well. 
“So far we are doing pret-

ty well getting acceptances 
back,” said Schneider. “The 
previous class was a little bit 
under enrolled, so right now, 
just trying to get enrollment 
back up, but we have been do-
ing pretty well getting deposit 
checks back.” 

Schneider explained that 
at this point in the year they 
are giving a lot of tours, but 
that they are filled mostly 
with high school juniors who 
would be part of the class of 
2020. 

Schneider also said that 
the office is working to pro-
cess all the incoming paper-
work from students who are 
accepting or declining their 
offers. She said that often 
times it comes down to the 
cost of schools, despite the 
substantial merit aid she says 
Allegheny gives out. 

LeSane said that as dean of 
admissions he is excited to see 
the incoming class begin to 
fill up. 

“There’s just a lot of energy 
coming from this group,” said 
LeSane. “They are just really 
excited to be at Allegheny.”  

ARGO celebrates 
20th anniversary

By ARIANNA O’CONNELL
Contributing Writer
oconnella@allegheny.edu

Members of the Alleghe-
ny Role-Playing and Gaming 
Organization held a formal 
dance and gaming night in 
Schultz Banquet Hall from 
6-11 p.m. on Saturday, April 
4.

Colorful balloons and 
streamers, music playing to 
an empty dance floor and 
more than 20 board games 
spread out over six tables set 
the scene of the ARGO for-
mal. This event celebrated  
20 years of role-playing and 
gaming for this community.

“ARGO was founded 20 
years ago this year, the school 
was founded 200 years ago 
this year. So, we had the idea 
to combine the fact that the 
school is celebrating its bicen-
tennial and ARGO is celebrat-
ing its bi-decade,” said ARGO 
president Francis Craft, ’16. 

Numerous alumni came 
back to Allegheny specifically 
to attend this event because 
of the close-knit community 
ARGO offered.

Timi Sgouros, ’15, and 
Emma Brooker, ’15, set up the 

event with the intent of hav-
ing as many alumni in atten-
dance as possible. 

“We emailed the alumni, 
we did some comping and 
then we set up the event,” said 
Sgouros.

Brandi Baros, ’95, was 
the adviser of ARGO from 
2003-2005. When she left, her 
friends worked to make it an 
official campus organization.

As an “ancestor” of ARGO, 
Baros and her classmates set 
important precedents in mak-
ing the organization a wel-
coming community to all.

“The friends that I made 
that are the ancestors of 
ARGO are the reason I come 
back at all,” said Baros.

“Dave Kosac, ’96, was the 
one who really set ARGO in 
motion, he now works for 
Blizzard Entertainment and is 
one of the designers of World 
of Warcraft,” said Baros.

Drew Spaniel, ’14, was 
the president of ARGO last 
year. While he said he found 
ARGO by accident, he stayed 
for the community the orga-
nization offered him.

“When I look back at Al-
legheny, it’s what I remember,” 
said Spaniel.
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EVENTS CALENDAR

Bill Cooper ’68: “Photochemical (Sunlight) Fate of Pharmaceutical 
Compounds in Natural Waters and Its Application in the Design and 

Optimization of Constructed Wetlands”
Friday, April 10, noon, Quigley Hall Auditorium

Alumnus Bill Cooper is professor of environmental engineering at UC 
Irvine and program director at the National Science Foundation.

Keynote Presentations for the National Undergraduate Conference on 
Voting Rights and Democratic Participation

Friday and Saturday, April 10-11
Gabriel Sanchez, Anne Boxberger Flaherty, Carol Geary Schneider, Joy 

James and John Aldrich will be giving keynote presentations for the 
National Undergraduate Conference on Voting Rights and Democratic 

Participation. More information on the conference program can be found 
on My Allegheny.

Title IX Information Session for Students
Friday, April 10, 3:30 p.m., Bentley Hall Conference Room

The Title IX Office hosts its first information session for students on the peer 
education program starting in Fall 2015. Learn about the expectations of 

the program and time commitments. Contact Katie Pope at 332-3085 if you 
have questions or are interested but cannot attend.

Bill Cooper, ’68: “The Butterflies of Iguazu Falls, Argentina”
Friday, April 10, 4 p.m., Doane Hall of Art A104

Bill Cooper gives this presentation in an early celebration of Earth Day.

Dance and Movement Studies Spring Dance Concert
Friday and Saturday, April 10-11, 7 p.m., Montgomery Performance Space

This year’s concert is an eclectic mix of genres. Call 332-2813 for more 
information or to make a reservation.

Tie-dye and Quidditch
Saturday, April 11, 2-4 p.m., Gator Quad

Join Dumbledore’s Army for tie-dye and Quidditch (either or both). Bring 
your own clothes if you would like to tie-dye. No experience is necessary to 

play Quidditch.

Concert by Allegheny Choirs
Saturday, April 11, 3:15 p.m., Shafer Auditorium

In this concert of short choral works, the College Chorus, Chamber Choir, 
Women’s Ensemble, Men’s Ensemble and Choir perform individually as well 

as in a combined finale. The Choirs are led by James D. Niblock.

Student Athletes vs. Athletic Department Staff Kickball Game
Saturday, April 11, 5 p.m., Fuhrer Field

The game is part of NCAA Division III Week.

Senior Recital by Faith Robinson and Chris Nardi
Sunday, April 12, 1:30 p.m., Ford Chapel

Faith Robinson (oboe) and Chris Nardi (euphonium) play music by Bellini, 
Telemann, Marcello and Guilmant.

Concert by the Allegheny College Jazz Band
Sunday, April 12, 3:15 p.m., Campus Center Lobby

The Jazz Band’s annual spring concert features swing, funk, rock, ballad 
and jazz. Instrumental soloists and a vocal soloist will be showcased. The 
ensemble, made up of 22 students and two faculty members, is under the 
direction of Stephen F. Corsi. Prior to the Jazz Band performance, the Jazz 

Improvisation class, under the direction of James Froman, will perform 
blues and jazz.

Executive Roundtable: “Higher Education and the Future of the 
American Dream”

Monday, April 13, 4 p.m., Ford Chapel
The Annual Executive Roundtable hosted by the Managerial Economics 

Program will bring together experts Molly Broad, president of the American 
Council on Education; Felice Nudelman, chancellor of Antioch University; 
Andre Perry, founding dean of urban education at Davenport University; 

and Jose Luis Santos, vice president of higher education policy and practice 
at the Education Trust.

Better Together Day
Tuesday, April 14, 12:15 p.m., Campus Center Lobby

As part of a national effort to encourage conversation with people of 
different religious backgrounds, Interfaith Fellowship will host a drop-in 

conversation table. People of any religion or of none are welcome.

Pre-Law Club Annual Panel and Dinner
Wednesday, April 15, 6-8 p.m., Tillotson Room of the Tippie Alumni Center

Panelists are Allegheny alumni who are now working within the legal 
field. Dinner is provided. RSVP by April 13 to bosauh@allegheny.edu or 

heberth@allegheny.edu.

Free STI Clinic
Thursday, April 16, 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Winslow Health Center

Meadville Family Planning Services offers free testing for STIs at the 
Winslow Health Center. Both male and female students are welcome. This 

is the final STI clinic being offered this semester.  Testing includes HIV, 
syphilis, gonorrhea and chlamydia. No exam is needed. Call 332-4355 to 

schedule an appointment.

Delta Tau Delta Philanthropic Event: The Toast
Thursday, April 16, 5-8 p.m., Schultz Banquet Hall

Tickets will be available for purchase at the door for this evening of delicious 
French toast in a fine dining environment. All proceeds benefit the Make A 

Wish Foundation.

Dragon Boat Festival
Thursday, April 16, 6 p.m., North Village I Lobby

A5 and the Department of Modern and Classical Languages will introduce 
the tradition of the Dragon Boat Festival and read poems by Chu Yuan. 

Participants can make their own Chinese-scented sachets.

The Campus is printed every Friday 
during the academic year, except during breaks and 
exam periods. 

Advertising:(814)332-5386
Box 12, Allegheny College 
520 N. Main St.  
Meadville, PA 16335

ASG UPDATES
ASG Budget hearings will be conducted this Saturday and Sunday. If you 

have any questions please contact finance@allegheny.edu

ASG Senate size reduced from 10 to five for upcoming years.

ASG Senate Elections will be conducted in the next two weeks. For more 
information please contact Student Voting Director Eric Chang at change@

allegheny.edu

CRIME BLOTTER

March 29, 2015
Parking lot nine 

Student reported that unknown person/s vandalized his vehicle while 
parked in this lot.

March 29, 2015
Off campus house 

Student being investigated for underage drinking. 
 

March 31, 2015
College owned house 

Student reported bicycle. He left it unsecured for about half an hour. 

March 31, 2015 
Edwards House 

Two student involved in an altercation.

April 1, 2015
Wise Center 

Student had several items stolen from an unlocked locker. 

Arpil 2-4, 2015
Brooks Hall 

Unknown criminal/s broke into a room and stole items. 

April 4, 2015 
Campus Center 

Unknown person/s vandalized Shafer Auditorium with graffiti. 

April 6, 2015 
Wise Center 

Student reported several items stolen from an unlocked locker. 

April 6-7, 2015 
Wise Center 

Two students reported money stolen from unlocked lockers. 
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When I transferred to 
Allegheny, I had no idea 
of the number of sexual 
assaults that occurred 
on campus, or at any 
college for that matter.

Parents and family 
members feel safesend-
ing their kids to Allegh-
eny and schools like it.

What could go wrong 
at a small private school 
in a tiny town in the 
middle of nowhere?

The answer 
shocked me.

I recently found 
out that this semes-
ter alone there have 
been more than 10 re-
ports of sexual assault 
that have resulted in 
only two suspensions 
and one exploitation, .

That information 
alone is enough to en-
rage me but what real-
ly angers me is the fact 
that these reports are 
not shared with the stu-
dent body at Allegheny.

From the first day of 
freshmen orientation to 
the day we graduate, we 

Student believes sexual assault on 
campus remains an unaddressed issue 

On April 22, 2014, Al-
legheny Student Government 
voted to pass a resolution in 
favor of fossil fuel divestment. 
This was a cursory step to-
ward garnering support for 
the initiative, and in many 
ways served as a commit-
ment on the part of ASG to 
pursue fossil fuel divestment 
on an institutional level.

To be clear, students 
at Divest Allegheny have 
the following demands:

“Allegheny College Board 
of Trustees: We call on Al-
legheny College to immedi-
ately freeze any new invest-
ment in fossil-fuel companies, 

and to divest within five years 
from direct ownership and 
from any commingled funds 
that include fossil-fuel public 
equities and corporate bonds.” 

Nearly one year has passed 
and ASG has made no no-
ticeable traction in lifting up 
fossil fuel divestment as an 
action in line with Alleghe-
ny values. This isn’t entirely 
surprising. In my four years 
at Allegheny College, ASG 
rarely acted as an institution 
representative of the student 
body as student senators 
failed to connect with their 
constituents on many levels. 
It’s shameful that ASG has 
moved so slowly on this. With 
respect to climate change and 
the associated environmental, 
social and economic impacts, 

there is no room for hesitancy 
when it comes to bold action.

Yet ASG is not the only 
guilty party. The Board of 
Trustees have also failed to act 
or even engage in discussion 
on fossil fuel divestment. Only 
a few trustees have ever agreed 
to meet with student organiz-
ers on the issue. It is imper-
ative that the Trustees work 
directly with student organiz-
ers on the question of divest-
ment. They must also work 
with Sue Stuebner, the Vice 
President of Finance, to ex-
plore the divestment options 
already made available by Al-
legheny’s private investment 
firm, Cambridge Associates.

In my mind, administra-
tive inaction is indicative 
of a broader strategy on the 

part of the institution at Al-
legheny College. By moving 
slowly on student initiatives, 
the college is able to wait un-
til the leaders of those initia-
tives burn out or graduate. 
This strategy is unacceptable 
at a College that claims to 
support the passions of the 
students that it graduates.

The Alumni Divestment 
Network launches this week 
in an effort to demonstrate 
to colleges and universi-
ties across the country that 
student power can not be 
drowned out. We are work-
ing to network among alumni 
of the fossil fuel divestment 
movement to grow student 
power as more graduates 
leave their respective institu-
tions. In this way, as more stu-

dents graduate we will only 
become stronger in leverag-
ing for fossil fuel divestment. 
Allegheny’s bottom line is al-
ready at risk because of fossil 
fuel investments- a growing 
body of alums withholding 
donations compounds that 
risk. It’s well beyond time 
for the Board of Trustees 
to take on fossil fuel divest-
ment at Allegheny College.

Organizers at ADN have 
crafted a pledge for gradu-
ates and current students as 
a representation of the power 
of the fossil fuel divestment 
movement. Part of this pledge 
is below- I hope you’ll join us!

I will not graduate 
out of this movement.

I pledge to withhold any 
future donations from Al-

are lectured and forced 
to go to workshops and 
special speakers about 
how to prevent rape 
culture on campus and 
taught what to do when 
put in a questionable sit-
uation.  But, we are nev-
er once told about any 
of the incidents that ac-
tually occur on campus.

When the power goes 
out campus-wide, we re-
ceive an emergency text 
message notifying the us 
that the problem will be 
fixed as soon as possible.  
When there’s a threat to 
the campus community 
by a former student, we 
receive an email notify-
ing us that it has been 
taken care of and that 
there is no longer a threat.

But when there are 
approximately 13 re-
ports of sexual as-
sault in one semester, 
we receieve nothing.

Allegheny College 
may be trying to educate 
us on how to prevent 
any future incidents of 
sexual assault on cam-
pus, but administration 
do not and will not ad-
dress the issue that is 

right in front of them.
Sexual assault is hap-

pening on campus more 
often than we realiz-
es but we have no idea 
how prominent this 
issue actually is to us.

Rape has become an 
issue on college cam-
pus’s across the Unit-
ed States.  And while 
universities are taking 
measures in order to ed-
ucate students on how 
to prevent it, which is 
great, they are failing to 
educate their students 
about a serious threat to 
their safety that we have 
the right to know about.

The college will not 
address the issue un-
less they are forced to, 
and that will only hap-
pen if the local police 
get involved, which 
they almost never are.

Any investigation that 
goes on within Alleghe-
ny’s facility is considered 
educational records and 
is therefore confidential.

I understand that re-
lying this information 
to the students could 
hurt the reputation of 
Allegheny and affect the 

decision of potential 
students looking at the 
school for furthering 
their education.  I un-
derstand that the col-
lege is trying to protect 
the identities of the 
victims and the perpe-
trators, but names do 
not need to be released.

Receiving the infor-
mation that a sexual 
assault has been report-
ed recently and when 
and where it happened 
will not only notify stu-
dents of information 
that in crucial to their 
safety but also help in 
the investigation of the 
sexual assault reported.

As students we know 
that sexual assault and 
rape culture are a huge 
issue on this campus.  
We would like the ad-
ministration and facul-
ty to recognize this fact 
and stop pretending that 
Allegheny is not part of 
the national statistics.

Movement to divest at Allegheny College will not fade with time

By EYLIE BUEHLER 
Opinion Editor
buehlere@allegheny.edu

legheny College until it com-
mits to divestment from 
the top 200 fossil fuel com-
panies with the largest re-
serves, in line with the de-
mands of Divest Allegheny.

I take this commitment 
seriously, and I hope that you 
will also pledge to fight for 
the future of current students 
and of generations to come.

 Will you join me?
Contact Nathan Mala-

chowski (ncmalachowski@
gmail.com) for more infor-
mation, or visit the ADN 
website at http://organiz-
ingpledgeproject .weebly.
com/. For more information 
on Divest Allegheny sign 
their petition here: https://
campaigns.gofossilfree.org/
petitions/allegheny-college. 

THE SIMPLE THINGS

Comic by Jonathon Yee 

By NATHAN MALACHOWSKI
Guest Writer 
ncmalachowski@gmail.com
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If you need to report an in-
cident of sexual assault  on 
Allegheny’s campus go to 
http://sites.allegheny.edu/ti-
tleix/reporting-an-incident/ 

or contact Katie Pope.
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According to the 
Environmental 
Science Education 
and Careers website, 
the environmental 
science and 
studies program at 
Allegheny College 
ranks second 
in the country 
for advocating 
environmental 
science.

See next issue for 
full story

j u s t   f o r   t h e   h e a l t h   o f   i t

The fitness world is tough 
to navigate at times because of 
the extremes different parts of 
the community present to the 
general public. In some parts 
of the community, 21-day di-
ets, CrossFit and foam rolling 
are all the greatest things in 
the world and you cannot im-
prove by doing anything else. 
In other parts of the commu-

By GAVIN NIRMAIER
Columnist
nirmaierg@allegheny.edu

nity, all of those things are de-
nounced in favor of a different 
thought process.

Don’t get me wrong—I’m 
not trying to shed a negative 
light on any of the facets of fit-
ness. However, I believe that 
with all the noise that is made 
by different fitness fads, pres-
sure can be placed on mem-
bers of the fitness community 
to conform strictly to some 
of these fads. The problem is, 
people have difficulty branch-

ing out when they conform to 
one of these types of fitness; 
they believe that their chosen 
style is the only way to im-
prove. 

Personally, I have run into 
this problem a couple of times. 
Most recently, I have focused 
on powerlifting; I have re-
searched it, practiced it and 
have had some success. How-
ever, in my strict following 
of a powerlifting-style plan, I 
have lost other things, namely 

flexibility. A few weekends 
ago, I was encouraged to do a 
simple 30-minute home yoga 
routine. I was hesitant at first, 
because I already knew that it 
would be a train wreck. I was 
finally convinced to perform 
the routine and was happy 
that I did so afterwards. 

Branching out is impor-
tant. It is fine to have a fo-
cus when training—in fact, 
I encourage it. However, get-
ting so wrapped up in a cer-

Columnist: ‘Branch out’
tain style of exercise that you 
stop doing anything else can 
be dangerous. Being a well-
rounded individual in terms 
of fitness is just as important 
as being well-rounded in 
other aspects of life. The yoga 
routine I performed may not 
have directly helped my pow-
erlifting routine, but the mo-
bility that I gained from the 
program may have improved 
my squat pattern as a result of 
loosened hip flexors. 

This week, do something 
different. Don’t become so 
married to one idea that you 
discount all others—try to re-
alize the potential benefits of 
other forms of exercise and 
how they will help the main 
modes of exercises that are 
important to you. Branching 
out will keep you fresh and 
break up the monotony of 
your normal routine.

Allegheny College ranks #2 in nation 
for advocating environmental science

Dr. Ronald Mumme, pro-
fessor of biology at Allegheny 
College, describes himself as a 
behavioral ecologist and field 
biologist. 

“My job is to learn new 
things about the natural 
world,” he explained. “The 
more people know about the 
natural world and the cool 
things organisms do in their 
environments, it creates a 
greater appreciation of na-
ture, which is not a bad thing 
to produce.”

His main area of interest 
and expertise is in the behav-
ior of the hooded warbler, but 
most of his senior students 
research different but similar 
animal models for their com-
prehensive projects.

“The warbler is a migra-
tory songbird that’s here from 
around the first of May to 
about the fifteenth of Septem-
ber,” Mumme said. “Gener-
ally, comp students work on 
other animal behavioral proj-
ects.”

It is no surprise then that 
two of his students, Thomas 
Richter, ’15, and Rebecca 

Skwarko, ’15, decided to ex-
amine guppies. 

Most behavioral experi-
ments involve several dif-
ferent disciplines in biology, 
according to Mumme. An ex-
periment can examine a phys-
iological mechanism and ana-
lyze it within a much broader 
ecological context.

This may explain why both 
Skwarko and Richter drafted 
their ideas while taking a ju-
nior seminar that dealt with 
the evolution of shape and 
morphology and later turned 
to Mumme, an ecologist, as 
their comprehensive project 
advisor.

Mumme’s advisees are in-
deed examining a range of 
behavioral, physiological and 
neurological phenomena.

“One student is interested 
in looking at the effects of 
music on memory tasks in 
mice,” Mumme said. “Another 
is looking at the effects of ma-
ternal immune challenge on 
behavior in the offspring. Two 
other students are interested 
in mouse neurodegenerative 
disorders—one in Alzheim-
er’s, one in Huntington’s.”

Both Skwarko and Richter 
studied sexual selection—the 

selection of mates based on 
behavioral or physical traits—
in guppies for their compre-
hensive projects. 

Skwarko examined a spe-
cies of guppies in which the 
females prefer males with a 
more saturated orange col-
oration. Richter examined 
the selection of gonopodium 
size—which is essentially the 
size of the fish’s genitals, ac-
cording to Richter—in red fire 
guppies.

Skwarko said, “I had a fish 
tank divided on two sides by 
one-way glass, with a female 
in the middle and males on 
either end. It was set up so 
that the female could see the 
males, but the males could not 
see the females, because then 
they would exhibit sexual be-
havior, which would be a con-
founding variable.”

Skwarko’s experiment in-
volved two parts: one in which 
a female was placed with two 
live males, and a second part, 
in which two computer moni-
tors were shown on either end 
of the tank. On a Powerpoint 
slide, a picture of a male gup-
py was shown to move about 
the screen. On one monitor, 
the guppy’s color saturation 

had been digitally increased; 
on the other, the picture’s sat-
uration was diminished. 

Of her results, Skwarko 
said, “The females preferred 
the live males overall, but the 
results for the videos were 
comparable. The females sig-
nificantly preferred the more 
color-saturated males over 
dull-colored males in both the 
video and live experiments.”

Skwarko rotated through 
fifteen females and thirty 
males in forty trials total for 
the live trials of her experi-
ment. The computer anima-
tion involved the same pic-
ture of a single male, shown 
again to all fifteen females.

Richter’s experimental 
setup was similar. He got the 
idea after reading a paper that 
measured sexual selection 
for gonopodium size in a dif-
ferent species of fish and he 
sought to confirm those find-
ings in red fire guppies.

“If females prefer large 
gonopodium, why do we not 
see runaway selection?” Rich-
ter said. “Why do we not see 
every fish with large gonopo-
dium?”

Richter also performed a 
two-part experiment: the first 

Ronald Mumme’s students inspired by research

By TYLER STIGALL
Staff  Writer
stigallt@allegheny.edu

involved proving that females 
prefer males with larger gono-
podia and the second tested 
whether males with smaller 
gonopodia could swim fast-
er, when startled, than those 
with larger gonopodia.

For the former experiment, 
Richter also used a Power-
point presentation with a pair 
of doctored images of a single 
male guppy, one with an en-
larged gonopodium, the other 
with a shrunken one. Females 
were shown one video for ten 
minutes, given five minutes 
to acclimate, and shown the 
second video for another ten 
minutes. The time that each 
female spent in a designated 
area close to the monitor was 
then measured.

During the second ex-
periment, Richter essentially 
startled his guppies and mea-
sured, with a high-speed cam-
era above the tank, the time 
in which each fish swam er-
ratically before bolting off in a 
straight line.

“For mate choice, I found 
that the females significantly 
preferred the larger gonopo-
dium,” Richter said. “For 
swimming speed, there was a 
weak positive correlation be-

tween gonopodium size and 
swim speed and I attribute 
that to my small sample size.”

Richter explained that 
while he only used nine males 
for the second part of his ex-
periment, the study on which 
he based his model off of used 
forty individuals. This partic-
ular study found statistically 
significant results. Richter 
speculated that he might have 
obtained different data if he 
had included a larger sample 
size.

Both Richter and Skwarko 
consider their experiments 
successes. The key, according 
to Richter, is to do a lot of re-
search beforehand in order to 
justify a hypothesis and any 
potentially significant find-
ings.

“You need patience,” Rich-
ter said. “Especially if you’re 
working with animals, be-
cause they don’t always coop-
erate.”

“Things definitely go 
wrong,” Skwarko said. “And as 
you go, you figure things out.”

Students learn life lessons doing senior comprehensive project

ANGELA MAURONI/THE CAMPUS

Kelsey Terhune-Cotter, 
’18, (left) and Kristen Locy, 
’18, (right) are two of the 
students who contribute to 
upkeeping the school garden, 
otherwise called the Carrden. 
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Students receive awards for their submitted artwork 

ADVERTISEMENT

    Are Republicans Racist?
What Your Teachers Will Not Tell you
Dr. George A. Kuck (Class of 1962)

  (galbertk@aol.com)

The major liberal media and Democratic Party mem-
bers such as Senator Reid have branded Republicans 
as racist and uncaring because we oppose President 
Obama’s policies.  Let’s look at evidence so that you 
can draw your own conclusions.  My opposition to 
President Obama is based upon his policies and per-
formance in office.  

First, in his foreign policy area, he has supported those 
who are our enemies.  His “leading from behind” lead 
to the death of our ambassador in Benghazi, Libya 
and the growth of radical Islam in that country. I be-
lieve he will allow Iran to get nuclear weapons, forcing 
a nuclear arms race in the Middle East.  

Second, in domestic policies, I was one who lost my 
family medical insurance and doctor when Obamacare 
was forced on the country with no discussions with 
the Republicans and therefore no Republican sup-
port.  The disinformation of “If you like your doctor, 
your can keep your doctor” has been proven false.  
The democrat talking point is the health care system 
should be run like the “great” VA hospitals. This is a 
mirage illustrated by the unnecessary deaths and the 
neglect of many veterans.  Finally, in education, Pres-
ident Obama and democrats send their children to 
special schools.  These same politicians vote against 
vouchers and charter schools which give inner city 
minority children a better education.  Are the Repub-
licans racist?  No.   We are against failed democrat 
policies, not the President personally who proposes 
and continues to change our country into a socialist 
society.

Students were awarded 
for their artwork during the 
opening reception of the an-
nual student art show at Al-
legheny College’s Bowman, 
Penelec and Megahan Art 
Galleries on March 31. Juror’s 
Prize, Doane Prizes in Art and 
Purchase Awards were awards 
to the winning students.

Heather Fish, ’15, sub-
mitted four etchings for the 
show as a series of artwork, 
and was awarded Juror’s Prize 
and First Place in Graphics 
for three of her etchings that 
entered the show. She also re-
ceived a purchase award from 
the art department for one of 
her three entries. 

Named “War at Home,” 
Fish’s work was based on her 
working experience at the lo-
cal women’s services center 
in Meadville. Fish has been 
working there since her fresh-
men year, and has been work-
ing closely with the domestic 
violence counseling group 
since this year. Through this 
artwork, Fish hopes to display 
the types of characters she 
works with.

“It’s really interesting the 
way they heal or the way this 
counseling group functions 
and communicates,” said Fish. 
“I think it’s not like what peo-
ple expect, and I just wanted 
to visually create the person-
alities of that group.” 

As an art minor, Fish has 
been submitting works every 
year, but this year is her first 
time got entered in the show. 

“I have gotten better and I 
think the fact that I really take 
my work seriously has real-
ly shown,” said Fish. “It was 
good to finally feel like I ac-
tually made really good prints 
that other people would ap-
preciate, the outside of the 
printmaking community.”

Sun Mo Koo, ’16, got in 
the show with three of her 
five submissions. She also re-
ceived Doane Prize in Sculp-
ture and Ceramics and a 
Purchase Award from the art 
department for one of her art 
pieces.

Koo submitted a series of 
traditional Korean paper cut 
boxes, with each box having a 
different scene to a story. 

“My concept for this series 
was to emphasize the impor-
tance of the preservation of 
dreams and imagination,” 
said Koo. “I want my viewers 
to look at my imagination. 
Hopefully this project was 
good enough for people to 
visually see what I was think-
ing about and what I came up 
with.”

Koo is an art major and 
this is her first time getting 
award.

“I wasn’t expecting much 
really, I just wanted to see 
where this took me. And it 
went far beyond what I ex-
pected,” said Koo.

Amara Geffen, professor 

of art, believes the show was 
very strong this year, even 
though she was surprised that 
not more students submitted 
their work. She explained how 
entered work was selected.

“We have criteria for the 
award. We look for a body of 
work. So we look for students 
who have done the most am-
bitious, the most sophisticat-
ed, the most interesting, the 
most well-crafted depending 
on their solution,” said Gef-
fen. “Whether we are teachers 
or whether we are art viewers, 
we look for the works that 
show the most effort, com-
mitment, creativity, care, con-
tent, sophistication, etcetera.”

The content of student 
artwork changes every year. 
According to Professor Gef-
fen, over the course of the last 
three years, there has been 
more ceramics and sculpture 
entered in the show. 

“I think in the past several 
years, there’s been more print-
making, more drawing, more 
computer generated imagery 
than there was this year,” said 
Geffen.  

As the professor for art 
and the environment, ceram-
ics and sculpture, she helps 
students to submit their work.

“We encourage students 
to talk to us if they are think-
ing about entering, so we can 
coach them on a develop-
ment the best body of work,” 
said Geffen. “I would like to 
see the students get more in-
volved.”

Former faculty member returns

Former Allegheny profes-
sor Sonya Jones returned to 
campus to meet with students 
and sign her book, “Jesus Was 
a Shaktipat Guru.” 

Her book examines the 
Christian son of God, Jesus, 
alongside other high-level 
gurus from Buddhism and 
Hinduism. Jones realized that 
there were several different 
areas that needed to be exam-
ined in her book in order to 
discuss Jesus in this way.

“One of the ways that I had 
to do that was to put him on 
a stage beside other Shaktipat 
gurus. Now to my knowledge, 
this has never been done,” 
said Jones. “If you put Jesus 
and you put the Holy Spirit 
on a stage alongside the mas-
ter teachers and the sacred 
energy of other religions, then 
it re-empowers Jesus and con-

sequently re-empowers the 
church.”

A 2000 Allegheny grad-
uate, Sandra Mangham ac-
companied Jones and now 
works with her and attends 
her Sacred Feet Yoga retreats 
in Kentucky. 

Mangham was a student 
of Jones and as her assistant 
during her time at Allegheny. 
Mangham said she identifies 
herself as a Christian who also 
practices Sacred Feet yoga. Sa-
cred Feet Yoga consists of five 
elements and uses practices 
from Christianity, Hinduism 
and Buddhism, Jones said. 

“I think seeing him outside 
of a Christian lens gives him 
his power back, his signifi-
cance back of what he actually 
brought to the human race,” 
said Mangham, referring to 
Jesus. 

Jones was the faculty ad-
viser for The Campus from 
1982 to 2000 and worked to 

bring diversity into the con-
tent taught in the English de-
partment. 

While she was teaching at 
Allegheny, Jones worked to 
incorporate the lessons she 
learned from her ashram into 
the classroom. Today, Jones 
is a professor of comparative 
world religions in the honors 
program at the University of 
Kentucky.  

Heather Fish, ‘15, won the Doane Juror’s Prize, First Place in Graphics, and a Purchase Award for her art work “War at Home.”
YUTONG WANG/THE CAMPUS

Sun Mo Koo,’16, won Doane Prize in Sculpture/Ceramics and a purchase award for 
her art work “Encased Imagination.”

     SLOANE PRINCE/THE CAMPUS

By CLAIRE TEAGUE
Features Editor 
teaguec@allegheny.edu

By YUTONG WANG
Junior Photo Editor 
wangy2@allegheny.edu

AMASA SMITH /THE CAMPUS

Jones sat outside the 
campus book store to sign 
copies of her book. 
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It is not too late to participate in NSSE, the National 
Survey of Student Engagement. This on-line questionnaire 
is being completed by thousands of college students 
across the country. It asks students important questions 
about their college experience. Please check your email 
for a link to the NSSE and tell us about your experiences  
at Allegheny.

REMINDER: 
Seniors & First-Year Students

Students who  
complete the online 
questionnaire will be 

sent a $3 voucher  
for the Wrecking  

Ball Café.

Questions? 

Marian Sherwood, Director of Institutional Research, 206 Bentley Hall, 814-332-2983, marian.sherwood@allegheny.edu
Dr. Ann Kleinschmidt, Chair of Allegheny’s Institutional Review Board, 214 Steffee Hall, 814-332-2366, akleinsc@allegheny.edu
www.allegheny.edu/nsse

Allegheny to host 
national conference 

The Department of Polit-
ical Science, the Department 
of Economics and the Depart-
ment of Philosophy and Reli-
gious Studies, and the Center 
for Political Participation will 
be hosting a conference on 
Friday, April 10 and Saturday, 
April 11 concerning voting 
rights and political participa-
tion.

The topic of the conference 
will tie into the annual theme 
of voting and civil rights at 
Allegheny this year.

Brian Harward, a professor 
in the department of political 
science, played a large role in 
planning the conference.

Harward said the con-
ference will be two days of 
student presentations, work-
shops and speeches from key-
note scholars and policymak-
ers.

“It’s a culmination of 
events, discussions and ac-
tivities that the Year of Vot-
ing Rights and Democratic 
Participation [as well as its 
predecessor, the Year of Civ-
il Rights] helped to cultivate 
around campus,” Harward 
said.  

“The conference will pro-
vide a context for students to 
share their ideas in a public 
forum, to engage with each 
other and the keynoters and 
enjoy the experience of turn-
ing what is quite often a rather 
private enterprise into a pub-
lic good.”

Zachary Callen, a profes-
sor of political science, will 
attend the conference and be 
a member of one of the sever-
al panels.

“The theme is voting rights 
but very broadly understood,” 
Callen said.  “It’s not just legal 
or political science it’s philos-
ophy, it can be about math so 
voting is an aggregation of 
opinions…we were open to 
points of view that thought 

about biology or neurosci-
ence.  We tried to cast a wide 
net.”

Callen said the goal of the 
conversations that will take 
place will be to update the 
ideas and views on voting 
rights.

“We wanted to empathize 
that these issues are ongoing 
concerns.  People still have 
issues with voting here and 
internationally and there are 
really different fascists of it,” 
Callen said.  

“We could be talking about 
gender we could be talking 
about sexuality or cognition.  
There are all of these types of 
things going on so we want to 
make the conversation broad 
and current. And, we want 
to hear what students have to 
say.”

Callen said he hopes that 
the students who attend will 
feel as though their thoughts, 
opinions and ideas have been 
heard and have been taken se-
riously when they walk away 
from the event.

“I hope [students] can take 
away that they have stuff to 
say and that people want to 
hear it,” Callen said. “These 
are all things that we need to 
talk about as a campus and as 
a country.”

Hanna Hebert, ’15, a CPP 
fellow, said she has been in-
volved in the planning and 
organizing of the conference.

“I have been speaking with 
students that are presenting 
to answer questions and give 
advice. I have also worked on 
the logistics of the conference, 
like reserving things. Finally, 
the fellows are charged with 
directing attendees to various 
locations, dealing with reg-
istration and attending all of 
the panels to help with prob-
lems that may arise,” Hebert 
said.

A list of events and speak-
ers can be found on My Al-
legheny.

Elizabeth Jurich, ’17, and Francesca Carra, ’17, perform a ballet piece in the Dance and Movement Studies Spring Formal Concert on April 9, 10 and 11 at 7 
p.m. in the Montgomery Performance Space. Students and faculty in the Dance and Movement Studies Department will continue on April 10 and 11 at 7 p.m. 
Students and faculty performed dance pieces varying from ballroom, ballet and modern styles. Professors in the department choreographed all the dances and 
chose students to bring their ideas to the stage.

AMASA SMITH/THE CAMPUS

By EYLIE BUEHLER
Opinion Editor 
buehlere@allegheny.edu

ADVERTISEMENT

Pas de deux
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Last weekend the men’s 
golf team travelled to Her-
shey, Penn. for the two-day  
Hershey Cup.

At the closing of the first 
day, the Gators were in ninth 
place out of 15 teams after the 
first of two rounds. Allegheny 
ended day one with a team to-
tal of 323.

“The first day was very 
windy and our scores showed 
that,” Jesse Clemente, ’17, 
said. “Everyone’s scores were 
higher in comparison to other 
years.”

Clemente scored the low-
est on day one with 76. Cle-
mente was followed by Robby 
Pickett, ’16, with 78, Sam Za-
met, ’15, with 79, and Jimmy 
Lasher, ’16, with 82. 

“Hershey is a challenging 
course, everyone had issues 

putting and with the 30 mph 
winds on Sunday, we ended 
with high scores,” Jeff Groff, 
head coach, said. 

Through the second day, 
the men were able to im-
prove scores and finish the 
tournament in eighth place. 
On Monday, Pickett and Cle-
mente led the team with 76 
and 78, respectively. Zamet 
and A.J. Crofford, ‘15, closed 
Monday with 76. 

“We bounced back in the 
second round and rallied the 
second day with much better 
scores,” Groff said.

Clemente said even 
though the team did not play 
well overall, they can use the 
experience from the tourna-
ment as they prepare for the 
next one. 

“We need to learn to men-
tally stay in it, we all had 
one bad hole a day and that 
showed,” Clemente said. 

By ALEX HOLMES
Sports Editor
holmesa2@allegheny.edu

Men’s golf team places 
eighth at Hershey Cup 

On Saturday, April 4, the 
Allegheny men’s baseball 
team traveled to Case West-
ern Reserve University for 
a cold doubleheader against 
the Spartans. Despite strong 
pitching performances, the 
Gators struggled offensively, 
dropping both games 4-0 and 
6-2 respectively.  As a result, 
the Gators record dropped to 
7-11 for the season.

Leaving a total of 18 run-
ners on base throughout both 
games, the Gators failed to 
produce any runs on only 4 
hits in their first game and 
scored only 2 runs on 6 hits in 
their second game.

“We have been having 
trouble finishing games re-
cently,” said Jacob Shick, ’17. 
“Our pitchers have for the 
most part given us a chance 
to win every game thus far. 
We’ve had many situations 
with runners in scoring posi-
tion but we simply can’t find 
that clutch hit. It was the same 
story on Saturday, we left too 
many runners on base.”

Shick has been one of the 
Gators’ top run producers 
at the plate this season with 
a batting average of .338 off 
of a team leading 65 at bats 
this season. Despite Saturday, 

Shick remains confident in 
the Gators’ offensive profi-
ciency.

“Our offense has been 
good this year and we know 
that we can have a very pro-
ductive lineup, unfortunately 
we have been in a bit of a 
slump the past two weeks,” 
Shick said.

Inclement weather forced 
schedule changes which led to 
the doubleheader on Saturday 
in Cleveland. And with disap-
pointing results, the Gators 
might look to the unexpected 
the circumstances for some 
answers.

“All these schedule chang-
es and cancellations can be 
pretty tough mentally because 

all we want to do is play,” 
commented Steven Ramsdell, 
’15, the starting pitcher for the 
Gators in their second of two 
games on Saturday.

Chase Boyer ’17, who con-
trolled Case Western’s offen-
sive damage over eight strong 
innings in the Gators’ first 
game on Saturday, also fought 
through the unideal weather.

“The cold weather affects 
the whole game of baseball,” 
said Boyer. “The ball doesn’t 
travel as far, it’s usually very 
windy, harder to get loose be-
fore the game and maintain it 
throughout the game, and last 
but not least, staying men-
tally tough with trying to fight 
through the cold.”

Moreover, the effects of the 
cold weather does not exclude 
pitching and defensive play.

“The biggest thing on de-
fense that the cold weather 
effects are your hands. After 
every other pitch, you have 
to blow into your hands to 
constantly keep them warm 
so you don’t lose feeling in 
them,” Boyer said.

However, even in the face 
of the disadvantageous vari-
ables, Boyer has pitched phe-
nomenally, handling the lack 
of offensive support and the 
cold weather impressively. 
Boasting a team leading 1.93 
ERA with a 2-1 record, Boyer 

continues to be a go-to force 
on the mound with remark-
able consistency and com-
mand.

“It’s so valuable to have a 
pitcher like Chase in our rota-
tion,” commented Shick. “We 
just know what we are going 
to get from him day in and 
day out and that is a quality 
start and a chance to win any 
game he’s in. He’s a true com-
petitor, and the team feels that 
competitive presence when-
ever he pitches.”

As Boyer continues to be a 
shining point of optimism in 
the Gators’ future, he proves 
to make an impression on the 
other pitchers.

“It’s nice to have him at the 
front of our rotation, and he 
really sets the standard that 
the rest of the pitchers try to 
emulate,” said fellow starter 
Pat Orr, ’17.

As the Gators’ pursue the 
processes of growing as a 
team and fulfilling their po-
tential, they will continue to 

have the benefit of keying off 
of the consistency of Boyer’s 
aptitude on the mound. The 
assurance of Boyer’s pitching 
will hopefully catalyze a con-
fident offense to pull the Ga-
tors out of rough stretches of 
games like those on Saturday. 

The Gators continue their 
season with games at Hiram 
on both Saturday and Sunday, 
April 11 and 12. And with the 
regional weather slowly im-
proving, the young ball club 
has every reason to be excited.

Gator baseball falls 4-0, 6-2 to Case Western Reserve
By DAN CHEUNG
Contributing Writer
cheungd@allegheny.edu

All these sched-
ule changes and 
cancellations can 
be pretty tough 
mentally because 
all we want to do 
is play. 

“
“

Steven Ramsdell
Class of  2015

WOMEN's RUGBY

As the season continues, 
the Gators are looking to im-
prove putting and playing as 
much as they are able. 

“As a team we are hoping 
to play better and improve 
our scores,” Zamet said. “Per-
sonally, I want to play as well 
as I can and want the team to 
make it to nationals.”

Groff said the team look-
ing forward to conference 
championships and getting 
outside more. 

“We have a good team 
with good play,” Groff said. 
“Wittenberg is the five time 
champions of the NCAC 
tournament and we are trying 
to beat them and have a good 
showing.”

The Gators will play next 
on Thursday, April 16, at the 
Doug Rogers Memorial tour-
nament. 

Gator    UPDATER

COURTESY OF BRYAN MONTGOMERY
Cy Perry, ‘18, pitches at a game over spring break. Perry had a starting ERA of 1.93 
and pitched in four games. 

Baseball
@ Hiram College
12 p.m. & 3 p.m.

Softball
vs Wittenberg University

12 p.m. & 2 p.m.

Men’s & Women’s Tennis
@ Denison University

2 p.m. 

Men’s &Women’s Track & Field
@ Bucknell University Bison Classic

Women’s Lacrosse
vs Denison University

12 p.m.

Saturday,    April 11      Events 

MEGHAN HAYMAN/THE CAMPUS
Women’s rugby members practice outside of North Village I on Wednesday, April 8. Although the season is over, the team still practices 
for spring tournaments and a few single matches. There are three more weekends left in their spring season. The team recruits new mem-
bers throughout their fall and spring seasons.


