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“A Dream Play” marks end of Playshop season
By EYLIE BUEHLER
Opinion Editor
buehlere@allegheny.edu

The Allegheny College 
Playshop Theatre premiered 
their final production of the 
school year yesterday.

They performed Caryl 
Churchill’s rewrite of August 
Strindberg’s “A Dream Play.”

Lizzie Thompson, ’15, 
plays the lead role of Agnes 
and will be performing as her 

senior comp.
Thompson said the play 

is a dream her character has 
where she is the daughter of 
the gods and has been sent to 
Earth to understand human 
suffering and to report what 
she experiences back to the 
gods.

“She starts off being very 
happy and understand that 
there is all this beauty in the 
world but slowly across the 
course of the play she sees 

a lot of really sad and re-
ally heartbreaking things,” 
Thompson said.

“At the end she is faced 
with a choice of either going 
back and reliving the entire 
thing again or going back to 
the world that she actually 
knows caused all the pain and 
all of the hurt but also all of 
the beauty.”

PHOTOS BY YUTONG WANG/THE CAMPUS
ABOVE: Lee Scandinaro, ’15, and Bailey Blashford, ’15, act a scene from “A Dream 
Play,” which is being performed in Gladys Mullenix Black Theatre in the Vukovich 
Center for Communication Arts. The play runs Thursday through Saturday, April 23-
25 at 8 p.m. and Sunday, April 26 at 2:30 p.m.  

LEFT: Senior Lizzie Thompson’s character in “A Dream Play” tries to fly as Karina 
Mena, ’16, looks on. 

See PLAY   page 7

Springfest occurs 
largely without incident

By AMANDA SPADARO 
Co-Editor-in-Chief  
spadaroa@allegheny.edu

Typically considered the 
biggest party weekend at Al-
legheny College, this year’s 
Springfest was considered to 
be fairly calm and less event-
ful than other weekends. 

From April 17-19, six in-

Sexual assault cases bring transparency concerns

Five thefts in Wise Center, 
suspect under investigation 

By AMANDA SPADARO
Co-Editor-in-Chief
spadaroa@allegheny.edu

Allegheny College has had 
13 informal cases and five for-
mal cases of Title IX violations 
reported from August 2014 
to date, according to Title IX 
Coordinator Katie Pope. Of 
the five reported, formal cas-
es, all resulted in disciplinary 

action: three expulsions and 
two suspensions. 

Pope admitted that the ad-
ministration was aware of an 
anonymous online discussion 
on the app Yik Yak concern-
ing a sexual assault case that 
resulted in a former student’s 
expulsion earlier this semes-
ter. 

“We were monitoring all 
of this as it happened on Yik 

Yak a couple weeks ago,” Pope 
said. “I think one thing that 
we need to remind all of the 
parties...it is a confidential 
process and that we have a 
very strong stance against 
retaliation so any kind of ha-
rassment of either party or 
any witnesses is actionable 
offense that would put the 
student immediately into the 
conduct system.”

The only statistics available 
online can be found in the 
2014 Annual Security Report 
for Allegheny, which details 
the number of incidences of 
sexual assault and wheth-
er those occurred on or off 
campus. The report provides 
numbers for the calendar 
years of 2011 to 2013, with 
12 reported crimes of forcible 
sexual offenses in 2013.

In previous years, Alleghe-
ny College’s safety and securi-
ty office has released emails of 
crimes and assaults involving 
students that have occurred.

“...a dark-skinned mid-
dle-aged male suspect phys-
ically assaulted a 19-year-old 
female Allegheny College stu-
dent and stole personal prop-
erty, including her wallet and 
cell phone,” a Sept. 14, 2013 

email from the office of safety 
and security stated regarding 
an off-campus incident. 

According to Jesikah Leep-
er, ’16, president of the Repro-
ductive Health Coalition, this 
incident frustrated a number 
of students because the report 
does not state that the wom-
an involved was also sexually 

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY SAM TALERICO
Students decorate a Springfest tapestry on the gator 
quad.

cidents were reported by 
safety and security: three al-
cohol-related incidents, one 
marijuana report, one count 
of criminal mischief in the 
form of vandalism and one 
event of harassment by a 
graduated student. According 
to Jeffrey Schneider, director 

By JOSEPH TINGLEY
Junior News Editor
tingleyj@allegheny.edu

After a string of five thefts 
over a two-week period from 
the David V. Wise Sport and 
Fitness Center, security has a 
suspect. 

Campus security stated 
that the suspect that is un-
der investigation is 18-years-
old, and was caught after he 
was reportedly seen going 
through bags in the area of 
the gym. The investigation is 
ongoing. 

The first theft was reported 
on April 1 with a student re-
porting $30 missing from an 
unlocked locker in the men’s 
locker room at around 4 p.m. 
Three more thefts were re-
ported, on April 6, 7 and 8. 

According to Jeffrey 
Schneider, director of campus 
security, all the thefts were 

cash taken from unlocked 
lockers. The amount of mon-
ey taken ranges from $30-$70. 
No other items were reported 
stolen according to Schneider. 

Schneider explained that 
based on the fact that only 
cash was stolen and the hours 
that the crimes were commit-
ted, that security suspected 
the suspect to be a high school 
age student. 

“It leads me to believe that 
it’s younger suspects because 
older people know the value 
of credit cards,” Schneider 
said.

Schneider also said that 
reports of unauthorized ac-
cess to the Wise Center have 
reached campus security by 
word of mouth. 

“In talking to people, we 
hear that there’s a lot of high 
school students who go in and 
out...the hearsay is that they 
just walk through and there’s 

no one stopping them,” said 
Schneider. 

The main desk at the front 
door of the Wise Center is 
supposed to be monitored 
by student workers during all 
hours of operation. However, 
due to issues in staffing, the 
desk can be left unattended, 
meaning that anyone who 
is not alloted access to the 
center can enter the building 
without being stopped. 

Bill Ross, associate direc-
tor of athletics and recreation 
services, said that two stu-
dents are always scheduled to 
be at the desk. He said that at 
this time of year getting stu-
dents to work the desk gets 
harder. 

“This time of year is always 
problematic because of the 
time crunch, everyone having 
to get all their academic work 
that needs to be completed at 
the end of the school year, so 

its very difficult to get people 
to show up,” said Ross. 

Ross also explained that 
this lack of staffing is part of 
the reason why the Wise Cen-
ter will be switching to sum-
mer hours during finals week. 
Starting on April 29, the Wise 
Center will be closing at 8 
p.m. during the week and at 4 
p.m. on weekends. 

“We try to keep those rec-
reational opportunities avail-
able to anybody who wants 
to get over here at any time of 
the day or night,” said Ross. 
“But when it gets to the point 
where we cannot have proper 
staff then we got to reduce our 
hours.” 

Both Ross and Schneider 
emphasized that the most ef-
fective way to prevent thefts 
is for students to lock up any 

See THEFT   page 2 See FEST   page 2
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Bicentennial class prepares for life postgrad
Seniors share experiences and advice with underclassmen

By CHRISTINA BRYSON       •       News Editor       •       brysonc@allegheny.edu

The 2015 bicentennial class will be graduating from Allegheny College on 
Saturday, May 9. Approximately 450 seniors will walk at this year’s commence-
ment ceremony begininning at 2 p.m. on the Bicentennial Plaza on Bentley 
Lawn. In case of rain, the ceremony will be held in the Wise Center Sports 
Forum.  

From the results of a survey distributed to seniors by The Campus, it found 
that the graduating class has an array of opportunites setup postgrad. More 

than half of responses marked that they hope to pursue further education. 
Others marked that they have a job in place, are looking for a job or will be 
doing service work. 

The survey also gave seniors the opportunity to describe how they feel Al-
legheny prepared them for life postgrad and to give advice to undergrad stu-
dents. Some responses can be seen below. 

Allegheny has prepared me academically but 
not realistically for the real world. There’s a 
lot of discussion here that can be meaningless 
because no one is listening but our peers. There 
are a lot of protest of things and I just feel like 
the atmosphere sometimes isn’t realistic.

“

“

Meghan Murphy

How   do   you   feel   Allegheny   has   prepared   you   for   life   following   graduation?

I feel like I’ve learned a lot about myself and 
grown as a person as well as a student, but 
I think some of that is just college in general. 
Allegheny has been my home for 4 years and 
I would never take that back or have gone 
anywhere else.

“

“

Katie Mohan

Do   you   have   any   advice   for   underclassmen   and   rising   seniors?

Don’t go pursuing postgrad 
schooling just because you can. 
Look at the financial realities and 
it can make your life better in the 
long run.

“ “

Liam Crossey

Find your passion. Seriously, 
explore all options and 
keep an open mind. 

“ “

Sarah Carlson

Always perform your best 
in the classroom and reward 
yourself accordingly. In other 
words: work hard and play 
hard. 

“ “

Kaitlin O’Brien

assaulted.
“The one time that we did 

get an email about an attack...
that email specifically said 
there was a girl who was at-
tacked but she was raped and 
they left that out. There was 
a lot of frustration over that,” 
Leeper said. 

While safety and security 
makes sure to update students 
on electrical outages and re-
curring thefts from the Wise 
Center, Leeper asserts that the 
college could provide more 
information concerning sex-
ual assault. 

“I definitely don’t think 
[the administration is] as 
transparent as they could be,” 
she said. “One thing that I’ve 
talked several times about 
with people is just the issue 
of students not knowing how 
much is going on.

“Obviously we don’t need 
to know names, we don’t need 
to know specifics of details…
There’s stuff going on on Yik-
Yak, on Facebook, people are 
talking, there’s all this rumor 
and I think the school really 
needs to learn how to get out 
ahead of that and let students 
know that yes, there has been 
an incident.” 

Joseph Hall, director of 
student conduct and devel-
opment, expressed some con-
cern regarding how much the 
administration could provide. 

“This is more of a question, 
but what do the students ex-
pect to know?” he said. “We 
report how many sanctions 
we do, but we can’t report 
names.” 

However, Sue Stuebner, 
Allegheny executive vice 
president and chief operat-
ing officer, acknowledges that 
there is a gap between what 
students deserve to know for 
their own safety and the con-
fidentiality required by educa-
tional law. 

“Unfortunately, there’s al-
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ways going to be a tension,” 
she said. “How do we com-
municate about our process 
and about outcomes in a way 
to give people enough trust 
that we are taking things se-
riously but still protecting the 
rights of the individuals going 
through the process? 

“And that’s going to be a 
fundamental challenge for-
ever...I hope people can trust 
that we’ve got really good 
people working very hard on 
these issues. We’ll keep think-
ing about how we can com-
municate outcomes that fit 
within the rights.”

Three of the five formal 
cases were reported to the 
Meadville Police Department, 
according to Pope. A formal 
request for the information 
on those cases was submitted 
as of April 23, 2015. The typ-
ical waiting period to obtain 
access to that information can 
be up to five business days af-
ter legal counsel may be con-
sulted. The chief of police was 
also unavailable for comment 
as of April 23. 

Despite the increased dis-
cussion on education and pre-
vention, Leeper believes that 
the discussion needs to in-
volve the number of cases the 
college sees with the adminis-
tration providing updates of a 
more transparent nature. 

“I think it’s much, much 
more prevalent than anybody 
thinks it is, including the 
people like myself who work 
on this topic,” Leeper said. “I 
know I find myself very of-
ten being like, ‘Allegheny is 
not that bad,’ and yet…I don’t 
think I have enough fingers 
to count how many people 
I know who have been in 
some sort of instance. I might 
not be personal friends with 
them, but I know of it hap-
pening, and I think we get in 
this trap because we don’t talk 
about it a lot.” 

valuables while they are exer-
cising or refrain from bring-
ing valuable items to the gym.

“The community members 
who use our facility, bring 
their locks and lock their stuff 
up and they don’t have nearly 
the number of incidents,” said 
Ross. 

Ross explained that many 
unauthorized visitors to 
the Wise Center also come 
in through side doors and 
that there have been talks of 
alarming these doors to alert 
security. He said he also be-
lieves that cameras in the halls 
would act as a deterrent to po-
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tential thieves. 
“I certainly believe it 

would deter people from do-
ing that,” said Ross. “The issue 
here with this building is it’s 
such a wide open floor plan 
and that once you gain access 
past the front desk you can go 
anywhere.” 

Allegheny has few security 
cameras on campus, as some 
students dislike the idea.

“I don’t think that it would 
help a lot,” said Evan Haines, 
’17, a Wise Center monitor. “It 
would make students feel like 
they were under surveillance 
which is something I don’t 

want on my college campus.” 
Though he supports the 

idea of cameras as a deterrent, 
Ross admitted that it would 
likely not help in catching 
suspected thieves, a feeling 
that was also convey shared 
by Schneider. 

“You could only have them 
in common areas, obviously 
you couldn’t have them in the 
locker rooms or anything like 
that, so really in the hallway, 
seeing people walking in and 
out, the only thing you could 
surmise from a videotape, 
is that person authorized or 
a person of interest,” said 

Schneider.  
Ross explained that these 

thefts typically come and go 
quickly and there’s often no 
way of knowing the cause.

“It always seems like we 
have a rash of thefts all at 
once and then it disappears. 
We have had very little theft 
over the course of the year 
and then in one week’s time 
we had three or five thefts.”      

Schneider said that every 
theft is investigated by cam-
pus security but in the case 
of cash thefts there is little to 
go on because cash cannot be 
traced.

FEST from page 1

of campus security, there were 
also two arrests made by the 
Meadville Police Department 
of students, both of which 
were for public drunkenness. 

Having been at Allegheny 
for five Springfests, Schneider 
believes that this year’s event 
was better than previous years 
in terms of student behavior. 

“I’ve seen worse Spring-
fests,” Schneider said. “I think 
it went well, there was no one 
injured, no one hurt, no one 
reported any crimes of vio-
lence, there were no fights. 
Two police arrests of our stu-
dents wasn’t bad, we’ve seen 
more on a regular weekend.”

Because of expectations 
for Springfest, safety and se-
curity, residence life and the 
dean’s office all increased their 
presence on Friday and Satur-
day night and Schneider also 
believes that the Meadville 
police increased their force 
over the weekend. 

While security usually 
staffs three men on week-
end nights, an additional in-
dividual was scheduled for 
the night shifts over Spring-

fest weekend, according to 
Schneider. 

Joe DiChristina, dean of 
students, said that even the 
dean’s office increased their 
average staffing. On week-
ends, one area coordinator 
and one dean are on-call. For 
Springfest, there were two 
area coordinators and three 
deans on both Friday and Sat-
urday, patrolling campus to 
help minimize disruption and 
danger. 

“I believe that over time, 
students have come to accept 
that,” DiChristina said. “Just 
having presence in those spac-
es, that’s an unusual thing, but 
hopefully in some sense a de-
terrent... really trying to cre-
ate as safe a space as one can 
in a situation where college 
students found warm weather 
and are having a party.”

Lee Scandinaro, ’15, com-
munity adviser of Baldwin, 
does not think Springfest is 
typically a bad event as far as 
Baldwin residents are con-
cerned. 

“I think compared to other 
times of the year, Springfest 

is not too bad in Baldwin,” 
Scandinaro said. “I can’t speak 
for the rest of the campus.”

The ultimate goal for RAs 
and CAs, according to Scan-
dinaro, is to monitor student 
safety.

“We’re just students, just 
like everyone else and we’re 
expected to keep everyone 
safe,” Scandinaro said. “It’s a 
lot of pressure, but it would be 
nice for people to know that 
we’re students just like every-
one else, trying to keep other 

students from dying. It’s more 
weight on us to think that this 
is a time when people are go-
ing to get crazy.”

Regardless of the expec-
tations for students to find 
trouble during Springfest, 
administration and securi-
ty primarily focus on main-
taining respect for neighbors 
of the college and ensuring 
student safety, according to 
DiChristina and Schneider. 
Understanding that though, 
Schneider believes that safe-
ty and security, along with 
Meadville police, have devel-
oped a more lenient approach 
to Springfest. 

“On Springfest, I would 
think [we’re] probably a lit-
tle more lenient,” Schneider 
said. “I don’t know how that 
culture developed, it’s been 
around for years. I wasn’t 
here when the culture began, 
I don’t know how many years 
it’s been going on.”

I’ve seen worse 
Springfests...We’ve 
seen more on a reg-
ular weekend.

“ “

Jeffrey 
Schneider
Director 
of campus 
security



CRIME BLOTTER
April 16, 2015
Wise Center

Theft of money from unsecured bag in the locker room area. 

April 17, 2015
Fraternity 

Students smoking marijuana. 

April 18, 2015
Residence hall 

Inappropriate writings on doors and boards. 

April 18, 2015
Residence hall

Students cited for public intoxication and creating conflict with other 
students.  

April 19, 2015
Residence hall 

Two students cited for alcohol violations. One transported to hospital 
by ambulance. 

April 19, 2015
Park Avenue 

Student cited for public intoxication and disorderly conduct. 

April 19, 2015
Campus Center 

Students being harassed by a non-student. 
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ASG UPDATES
ASG voted to approve a new version of the constitution. This approval will 

take two weeks and will become final on Tuesday, April 28.

ASG voted to approve the budget for the 15/16 academic year.

EVENTS CALENDAR

Relay for Life
Saturday, April 25, 10 a.m.-8 p.m., Brooks Walk

Join Colleges Against Cancer for their annual Relay for Life fundraiser. 
Activities will be going on all day, as community members celebrate the 

lives of those touched by cancer and join the fight against it.

Concert by the Civic Symphony
Saturday, April 25, 3 p.m., Shafer Auditorium

Cellist Joseph Tonzo, ’15, will be the featured soloist on Jules Massenet’s 
“Meditation from Thais.” The program also includes “A Festival Prelude” by 
Alfred Reed, Symphony #8 by Franz Schubert, “Hymn and Fuguing Tune 

#2” by Henry Cowell, “Blue Tango” by LeRoy Anderson and “Sounds from 
Hollywood - A Medley of Famous Movie Songs,” arranged by Mary Gold. 

Ronald E. Stitt conducts.

Concert by the Wind Symphony and Wind Ensemble
Sunday, April 26, 3:15 p.m., Shafer Auditorium

Soloists will be mallet percussionists Stephen Anderson, Kyle Murphy and 
Stephen Corsi in “Serenade for a Picket Fence.” Sunday’s program also 

includes Henry Fillmore’s march “His Honor,” Frank Ticheli’s “Rest” and 
“Postcard to Meadville,” John Barnes Chance’s  “Incantation and Dance,” 

Aaron Copland’s “Fanfare for the Common Man,” Camille De Nardis’ “The 
Universal Judgment,” Bruce Broughton’s “Silverado” and Thomas Knox’s 
symphonic band arrangement of “God of Our Fathers.” Lowell Hepler 

conducts.

Barbecue to Celebrate ABC Seniors
Sunday, April 26, 3:30 p.m., ABC House (290 Loomis Street)

All are welcome to enjoy food, music and socializing before finals.

Employee Recognition Reception
Monday, April 27, 3 p.m., Tippie Alumni Center

The college celebrates this year’s retirees, along with employees with 50 
years of service and those with 25 years of service. Refreshments are 

provided.

Concert by the Allegheny College Percussion Ensemble
Monday, April 27, 7:30 p.m., Shafer Auditorium

The 10-member ensemble’s repertoire includes blues, body percussion, 
classical, avant garde, African chant and contemporary. Performance 

compositions include “Overture for Percussion Ensemble,” “Blues by Five 
(Ten),” “Toccata Without Instruments,” “Call of the Drums,” “Ostinato 

Pianissimo,” “Peter Gunn,” “Rondo ala Turk,” “A La Samba” and “Who Let 
That Snare Drummer In?” Stephen F. Corsi conducts.

10th Annual Student-Athlete Awards Celebration
Tuesday, April 28, 7:45 p.m., Shafer Auditorium

Each senior student-athlete will be recognized. Awards presented during 
the event include: Friend of Athletics, Comeback of the Year, Inspiration of 
the Year, Newcomer of the Year (Male/Female), Student Athlete Advisory 

Committee (SAAC) Athlete of the Year (M/F), William Crawford Academic 
Merit Award (M/F/Team), NCAC Scholar-Athlete of the Year (M/F), Team 

of the Year and the Senior Achievement Award (M/F).

Opera Scenes Recital by the Chamber Singers
Sunday, May 3, 3:15 p.m., Ford Chapel

The Allegheny College Chamber Singers will present their annual opera 
scenes program.

Senior Project Celebration
Friday, April 24, 10 a.m.-12 p.m., Pelletier Library/Academic Commons

Seniors from most departments and programs will present posters of their 
senior projects. This is a good opportunity for first-, second- and third-year 
students to talk to seniors about their projects and to see the range of senior 

projects that are possible.

Creek Connections 20th Annual Student Research Symposium
Friday, April 24, Campus Center

Approximately 400 students, representing schools from northwestern 
Pennsylvania and southwestern New York, will participate in a symposium 

hosted by Creek Connections, which brings hands-on education about 
watersheds to students ranging in age from elementary to high school. 

Community members are invited to view students’ project displays from 10 
a.m.-12 p.m.

Founders Day Dinner
Friday, April 24, 5-7 p.m., Brooks Dining Hall

The History and Heritage Committee sponsors this annual event to help 
connect students with the college’s history and traditions. Alumni have been 
invited to chat with students and share stories from their time at Allegheny.

Bipartisan Political Meet and Greet
Friday, April 24, 5-7 p.m., Campus Center Lobby

The Allegheny College Republicans and Allegheny College Democrats 
host this informal get-together with local elected officials and community 

members to offer the campus community networking opportunities as 
well as a chance to meet and connect with the people whose work directly 

impacts the community. Hors d’oeuvres will be provided.

Concert by the Student Chamber Ensembles
Friday, April 24, 7:30 p.m., Ford Chapel

Brass, woodwind and string ensembles will perform music by Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart, Gustav Holst, Charles Gounod, Johann Pachelbel and 
Anatoly Liadov, among others. Lowell Hepler coaches the brass quintet; 
Julie Hepler coaches the saxophone ensemble, clarinet ensemble and the 

woodwind quintet; and Vince Scacchetti coaches and performs in a string 
quartet and a violin/viola duo.

Playshop Theatre: A Dream Play
Friday through Sunday, April 24-26, Gladys Mullenix Black Theatre

Playwright Caryl Churchill re-imagines August Strindberg’s 1901 surrealist 
experiment as a modern meditation on living with conscience in a suffering 
world. Katherine McGerr directs. Performance times and ticket information 

can be found on the Playshop Theatre website.
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1. You can only have sex 
with a penis and a vagina 

Let’s just talk about cis/het-
eronormativity for a moment 
(because we all know this is 
not covered in the standard 
sex ed class). 

To be cis-gender means 
you identify with the gender 
that matches the sex you were 
given at birth (i.e. a woman 
who has female reproductive 
organs). 

To identify as heterosex-
ual means you are sexually 
attracted to people of the op-

To the Editor:
Between the end of Jan-

uary and the middle of Feb-
ruary, roughly 500 of our 
most expensive textbooks 
were removed illegally from 
the textbook section of your 
Bookstore. 

Since this is a felo-
ny-weight crime current-
ly and appropriately being 
investigated by the City of 
Meadville Police, I’m not in-

terested in who did it.
What I am interested in is 

whether the Honor Code is 
still relevant: not just academ-
ically, but in a  more general 
sense as expressed in Article I 
of the Code as follows,

“...it is the moral obligation 
of each student to help main-
tain the moral integrity of the 
entire college community.”

To me, that means not just 
the moral integrity of the aca-

demic sphere, but that of the 
entire community.

A couple of things disturb 
me about this incident. 

The first is a Yak from a 
couple weeks after the term 
started, in which a grammat-
ically-challenged Gator re-
sponded to a comment about 
textbooks at the Bookstore 
being too expensive by Yak-
king (Yikking?) back “Just 
take what you need, everyone 

Letter to the Editor: Honor Code disregarded in bookstore thefts

By RAVEN CLARK
Contributing Writer
clarkr@allegheny.edu

Just the tips: Failures of high school sex education 

THE SIMPLE THINGS

Comic by Jonathon Yee 

A letter to the editor is a document written by someone 
not connected to the newspaper in response to some-
thing previously published in print or online.  (Differ-
ent than a column or editorial produced by a staff writ-
er or other person connected to the newspaper.)  The 
student newspaper will try to print all letters received.  
Letters should be, at maximum, 250 to 300 words long.  
The writer must include their full name, professional 

title, if an Allegheny College employee, or year and ma-
jor, if a student.  An address and phone number are 
required with all letters sent, but will not be published.  
The student newspaper reserves the right to edit letters 
for style, possible libel or length.  The newspaper will 
not withhold names under any circumstance.  Please 
address all correspondence to editor@alleghenycam-
pus.com.  Priority will be given to those letters written 

by students, faculty and staff of the College on cur-
rent events.  Staff members should not inform writers 
as to whether the letter will run or when.  The Edi-
tor-in-Chief and staff members should not use the let-
ters sections as a forum for rebuttal, although concise 
clarifications or correction of erroneous material can 
be made if absolutely necessary. 

Letters to the Editor Policy

posite sex (i.e. a man who is 
sexually attracted to women). 
That being said, cis/heter-
onormativity is the normal-
ized assumption that every-
one’s gender identity matches 
their sex, as well as everyone 
being attracted to the oppo-
site sex.  

From this concept comes 
myth #1: sex can only be with 
a penis and a vagina. 

This is a prime example of 
one of the many restricting 
assumptions about sex that 
perpetuate throughout our 
society. 

However, in reality, sex 
includes a multitude of prac-
tices and acts and is inclu-
sive of everyone regardless 

of gender/sex expression and 
sexuality. Sex is a completely 
personal aspect of life, and 
everyone has their own likes, 
dislikes, and ways of going 
about their sexual lives. There 
are all kinds of ways to have 
sex (I won’t get into detail be-
cause that would take all day), 
and when it comes down to 
it, the most important things 
to remember are that sex has 
to be consensual, comfortable 
and completely your own. 

2. STD’s/STI’s (Oh my!)

OKAY, so we’ve definitely 
all heard about this in high 
school sex ed (and a lot in col-
lege as well). 

However, I feel as though 
the information commonly 
given in the standard “absti-
nence-only” sex education 
class is used to merely scare 
kids so they do not have sex 
until marriage… but let’s be 
real here folks, people are still 
doing it. 

However, there are many 
misconceptions about STI’s 
and STD’s (so many that I 
could write an entirely sepa-
rate article about them) that 
need to be cleared up. 

First of all, STI (sexual-
ly transmitted infection) vs. 
STD (sexually transmitted 
disease).  

An STI is asymptomat-
ic, meaning it has caused no 

symptoms, while an STD has 
symptoms; although they can 
often refer to the same things. 

Because STI’s are asymp-
tomatic, it is important to get 
tested as often as possible if 
you are sexually active. This, 
too, includes those who are 
in long-term, monogamous 
relationships (even married 
couples). 

Many STI/D’s can cause 
long-term health problems 
such as Pelvic Inflammatory 
Disease (PID), Cervical Can-
cer, and infertility in females, 
as well as sterility and pelvic 
pain in males, if gone untreat-
ed. 

However, many of those 
STI/D’s can be treated and 

cleared up easily after being 
diagnose by a medical profes-
sional. 

Now, STI/D’s can easily be 
prevented by using barrier 
methods such as latex male or 
female condoms and dental 
dams, however, there is never 
a 100 percent guarantee that 
you are protected. 

Because STI/D’s are trans-
mitted through body fluids 
such as blood (HIV), vaginal 
fluid, and semen, your saf-
est bet is abstinence; but that 
choice is entirely up to YOU. 

Sex is fun, but its import-
ant to keep yourself and your 
partner(s) safe in the process.

CORRECTIONS

On April 10, 2015 a column on sexual assault 
titled “Student believes sexual assault on cam-
pus remains an unaddressed issue” stated that 

there had been 13 sexual assault reports on 
campus this semester.  Katie Pope, Title IX co-
ordinator at Allegheny, clarifed that there have 
been a total of 18 reports of sexual assault in 

the 2014-2015 academic school year. Of those 
18 reports 13 of them were infomal reports and 

five were formal sexual assault reports.  The 
five formal reports all resulted in a suspension 
or expulsion of the accused student.  The cases 
files can include anything from stalking, verbal 
or physical sexual harrassment, dating violence  

or rape.  If you need to report an instance of 
sexual assault on Allegheny’s campus go to 
http://sites.allegheny.edu/titleix/ or contact 

Katie Pope. 

ADVERTISEMENT

Look for us next year or contact

Interested in joining the student newspaper?

editor@alleghenycampus.com

does it seriously.” 
As much as I might enjoy 

a mental image of uniformly 
stone-faced book thieves, I’d 
really like to know if anyone 
else finds this troublesome.

Second, given the scope 
of the crime - the quantity 
of books removed in a short 
period of time, the extensive 
foreknowledge of the value of 
certain inventory, and the tac-
tical acumen to carry out the 

plan - I find it hard to believe 
that a crime of this magnitude 
could be discharged without 
anyone else in the larger com-
munity seeing or sensing any-
thing out of the ordinary.

So here’s three questions to 
ponder: Given our communi-
ty experience, as dictated and 
defined by the Honor Cole, 
where does theft fit into our 
expressed moral values?  

Is the Honor Code still rel-

evant to our moral integrity 
and does it still consistently 
define and dictate our behav-
iors?  

Does the cloak of guaran-
teed anonymity that Yik Yak 
offers grant us all a commen-
surate amnesty if we choose 
to look the other way? 

I look forward to a con-
structive discussion.

Pete LeBar, Bookstore 
manager



any student applying for any 
nationally recognized pres-
tigious award, including the 
Goldwater scholarship, Ful-
bright awards, or a Rhodes 
scholarship. He helps students 
with tasks such as proofread-
ing drafts, brainstorming po-
tential teachers for letters of 
recommendation or gather-
ing transcripts.

According to Jackson, 
Brown applied for the Gold-
water scholarship and the 
NSF Fellowship with some 
level of help from him, and 
she applied to Stanford on her 
own.

“Erin’s kind of an indepen-
dent go-getter,” Jackson said. 
“The first time she applied 
for the Goldwater she applied 
more or less on her own…
She’s liable to have a pretty se-
rious and important career as 
a scientist.”

Brown plans on remaining 
in academia as long as possi-
ble, conducting research and 
teaching in fields that interest 
her.
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j u s t   f o r   t h e   h e a l t h   o f   i t

Routine is so important 
in life. It provides us with 
the structure that we need 
to be the very best at any-
thing we do. Without it, 
we perform submaximally 
and do not reach our true 
potential. 

Think about routine 
in terms of studying for 
classes. If you approach 
each class, and its assign-
ments, in a structured and 
organized manner, suc-
ceeding is much easier. 
You write down frequent 
assignments, papers and 
test dates and schedule 
time each day to take care 

By GAVIN NIRMAIER
Columnist
nirmaierg@allegheny.edu

of these tasks. When you 
know exactly how much 
time to spend on each task, 
you are much more likely 
to stick to that schedule 
and perform maximally in 
all of your classes. 

As great as routine can 
be, many people fail to car-
ry its benefits into different 
aspects of life—namely fit-
ness. Without a set sched-
ule, and approaching dif-
ferent exercises the same 
way time and time again, 
how can one expect to push 
the limits of their capabili-
ties and be successful? In-
dividuals lacking structure 
may see some success, but 
not nearly as much as those 
that approach fitness with a 

solid plan of action. This 
not only applies to the pro-
gramming aspect, which 
is the exercises one will be 
performing each day but 
also from a form and tech-
nique perspective. Repli-
cating the same and correct 
movement over and over 
again in specific exercises 
is imperative for continu-
ing success. 

To put my thoughts into 
perhaps a simpler perspec-
tive, I will allude to an illus-
tration. In basketball, the 
most routine of all shots 
is the free throw. From a 
very young age, players 
are taught to replicate the 
same routine over and over 
again to have the right feel 

and mindset when shoot-
ing the free throw. For ex-
ample, a player may step to 
the free throw line, set his 
feet, dribble the ball twice, 
pick a spot on the rim and 
shoot the ball—and stick 
to this same process and 
mindset every single time. 
This allows the player to 
build confidence and will 
ultimately allow them to 
succeed in making the shot 
more often than not. This 
approach can easily be ap-
plied to any exercise.

Think about the way you 
approach the bar when you 
squat. Really think about it. 
Do you have the same ap-
proach to the bar? Are your 
mannerisms the same? 

Columnist: ‘Make it routine’
Your mindset? Perform-
ing a squat, or any other 
exercise, should be exactly 
the same as shooting a free 
throw. Your foot placement 
should be the same, the 
way you set the bar on your 
back should be the same 
and your hand placement 
should be the same. Most 
importantly, your mindset 
should be the same. Every. 
Single. Time. Continuously 
replicating your approach 
will surely help you suc-
ceed in reaching your ulti-
mate goals. 

Employing routines 
largely rests on having the 
discipline to do so. Em-
ploying routine on the 
macro scale, which is ex-

ercise programming, and 
the micro scale, which is 
specific exercise setup and 
performance, can feel me-
chanical and uncomfort-
able at first. For the first 
few weeks, it will take time 
to create a routine and con-
tinue to follow it; you will 
have to think about every 
moving part of the rou-
tine while performing it. 
In time, however, the per-
formance of the routine 
will become second nature. 
This is when routine is at 
its finest and will benefit 
you greatly. 

Rahman relates lessons to student interests

AMASA SMITH/THE CAMPUS

(From left to right) Josh Lawrence, ‘15,  and Erin Brown, ‘15, both did their senior comprehensive projects under 
Professor of Physics Shafiqur Rahman.  

Allegheny Physics Profes-
sor Shafiqur Rahman, along 
with students Erin Brown, 
’15, and Joshua Lawrence, 
’15, have been conducting 
research in computer simula-
tions in the area of statistical 
mechanics. 

“My research, on a very 
fundamental level, is about 
short range interactions that 

can give rise to long range 
properties,” Rahman said.

These discovered proper-
ties can lead to a common 
consensus that helps to un-
derstand a larger system. 

The computational strat-
egies Rahman utilizes are 
widely applicable, making 
the example useful even if it 
is not specific. He compares 
his work to observing small 
groups of people interacting 
with each other in a way that 

can lead to a larger consensus 
about human interaction. The 
systems pertaining to physics 
that Rahman studies are enor-
mously complicated. 

 “For example, a system of 
100 items, each of which can 
have two possibilities, gives 
rise to astonishingly high 
number of possibilities, two to 
the 100. If a computer could 
generate a billion of these 
possibilities every second—a 
pretty tall order, it would take 

the computer longer than the 
age of the universe--about 15 
billion years—to enumerate 
all the possibilities,” he said. 

Therefore, scientists have 
to devise a computational 
method that will find patterns 
from a finite sample of usually 
100,000 or a million of these 
possibilities. The properties 
calculated from the smaller 
sample can then lead to a 
more developed understand-
ing of the larger system. 

Subjects of the nature of 
the above example are defined 
as Ising Model problems, 
which deal with two possibili-
ties at every site of the system. 
The problems Rahman re-
searches have three or more 
possibilities, making the need 
for computational methods 
even more essential.  

“[Monte-Carlo methods] 
found an early application in 
the development of the  first 
atomic bomb, but is now 
widely used in all areas of sci-
ence, as well as humanities 
and social sciences,” Rahman 
said. 

While he works with prob-
lems of fundamental nature, 
he often adapts his work to 
accommodate a student’s re-
search interest. Lawrence, as 
someone who hopes to work 
on Wall Street, is interested in 
the application of Monte-Car-
lo Methods in finance, which 
they have been exploring over 
the past year. 

“While most professors 
would stick to the specific 
application related to their 
research, Dr. Rahman is will-
ing to learn new topics so that 
students may apply Monte-
Carlo simulations to fields of 
their interest,” Lawrence said. 

Lawrence has been ac-
cepted to Carnegie-Mellon 
University to pursue graduate 
work in the field of informa-
tion systems management.

Brown, ’15, is a physics 
and math double major who 
began doing research with 
Rahman in her second year 
at Allegheny. She has ben-

efitted greatly from her com-
putational physics research 
with Rahman, which has led 
to new career opportunities 
and helped motivate her to 
pursue her doctorate in com-
putational and mathematical 
engineering at Stanford Uni-
versity. 

“Many problems in the 
modern sciences may ben-
efit from computational ap-
proaches, and I think the 
skills that I have gained work-
ing with Dr. Rahman and that 
I will hone during my Ph.D. 
will equip me to tackle new 
and exciting computational 
problems throughout my ca-
reer,” Brown said. 

Throughout his career, 
Rahman has interacted with 
numerous student research-
ers and finds Brown and Law-
rence particularly helpful. In 
addition to exploring Brown 
and Lawrence’s interests, 
the main research, in which 
alumnus Samuel Knarr, ’12 
was involved,  has led to the 
development of a new way to 
predict phase transitions, a 
particular area of interest for 
those researching computa-
tional physics. Rahman has 
been researching the antifer-
romagnetic Potts Model. An-
tiferromagnetism relates to 
alternate electron spins that 
point in opposite directions. 

Largely satisfied with their 
understanding of that area, 
they are moving on to re-
searching systems that have 
defects, which will allow them 
to understand it further.

By BRADLEY BARONNER
Contributing Writer
baronnerb@allegheny.edu

Erin Brown, ’15, a phys-
ics and mathematics double 
major and Goldwater schol-
ar, was recently awarded the 
2015-16 Enhancing Diversity 
in Graduate Education in sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics Doc-
toral Fellowship at Stanford 
University. She was also an 
honorable mention in the 
National Science Foundation 
Graduate Research Fellow-
ship Program.

Brown will be starting a 

doctoral program in the fall 
of 2015 at Stanford in com-
putational and mathematical 
engineering. Her primary in-
terests involve computational 
neurobiology and she plans 
on developing new techniques 
for understanding different 
mental states of the brain.

Brown entered the field of 
computational neurobiology 
during the summer between 
her sophomore and junior 
years at Allegheny College, 
when she worked as an intern 
for the Salk Institute for Bio-
logical Studies in San Diego, 
California. 

She continued her work 
at Salk the following summer 
and her senior comprehensive 
project was inspired in part by 
a new time-series classifica-
tion technique that her group 
at Salk was developing known 
as “delayed differential analy-
sis.”

The technique, according 
to Brown, is very efficient at 
classifying certain data sets—
for example, between the EEG 
of an average person and a 

schizophrenic patient. Brown, 
in her comp project, hopes to 
turn this into a technique for 
analysis as well as classifica-
tion.

“It’s a new way for analy-
sis of any system that you 
can take a time series out of,” 
Brown said. “It could be the 
stock market, earthquake dy-
namics, anything…The idea 
is to understand, for a given 
parameter, what range of dy-
namics you can expect.”

Shafiqur Rahman, profes-
sor of physics at Allegheny 
and Brown’s comprehensive 
project advisor, believes that 
Brown has a bright future 
ahead of her. Rahman first 
met Brown when she took his 
introductory physics course 
during her freshman year. A 
year later, Rahman allowed 
Brown to take an indepen-
dent study course with him 
as a sophomore. During this 
independent study, Rahman 
experienced Brown’s mental 
aptitude firsthand. 

“We were using a very sim-
ple model to go into an area 

that I had not tried before,” he 
said. “And I went home and 
realized that there was a very 
subtle point, computationally, 
at which if you were not care-
ful you could make a mistake. 
So the next day I came in and 
I told her [about this point], 
and she told me that she had 
realized that and had already 
taken care of it. I expect that 
kind of ability from a Ph.D 
student, definitely not from a 
sophomore.”

A particularly important 
strength of Brown’s, accord-
ing to Rahman, is her ability 
to write as a scientist. During 
her junior year, Brown gave a 
presentation of some of Rah-
man’s work. 

“So she wrote [the presen-
tation] up and it sounded like 
I had written it,” Rahman said. 
“And I was very impressed 
because in 32 years I have not 
come across another student 
who was able to write at that 
level of maturity.”

Brown was recognized for 
the NSF Fellowship for her 
academic work in applied 

mathematics and data-en-
abled science in time-series 
analysis, and her work in a 
category of personal develop-
ment known as “broader im-
pacts.” For the latter category, 
Brown wrote in her applica-
tion for the fellowship about 
her time as president of the 
Society of Physics Students at 
Allegheny. 

Of this experience, Brown 
said, “I aimed at introducing 
young students to research at 
an early age, because I think 
that really facilitates assimi-
lation into a department and 
really makes for a much more 
inviting culture, which is cer-
tainly an issue for retaining 
any kind of minority in the 
STEM fields. I’m really pas-
sionate about that.”

Patrick Jackson, the na-
tionally competitive awards 
adviser and visiting professor 
in religious studies and his-
tory at Allegheny, described 
the application process for the 
NSF Fellowship as a multi-
pronged endeavor.

Jackson generally helps 

By TYLER STIGALL
Staff  Writer
stigallt@allegheny.edu

Brown wins fellowship for Stanford University

Erin Brown
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Campus staff bids goodbye to seniors

AMASA SMITH/THE CAMPUS

Amanda Spadaro Sam Stephenson
I like to think of Amanda as an endless pool of sass. She is never afraid to joke around and 

have fun to keep the mood light. She’s always armed with sarcasm to get through her day-to-
day conversations. At the same time, she can maintain congeniality at any point she needs to 
and is one of the key supports to holding the paper together. Despite having an already busy 
schedule, she never fails to dedicate much of herself to the paper and is a huge contribution 
in skill and smarts, often tackling difficult issues. Since becoming science editor, I have gained 
even more respect for her and all of the work she has done to make this paper more represen-
tative, organized and successful, and her work will not be forgotten. 

Angela Mauroni, Science/International Editor

I still remember walking into the newsroom as a junior editor and being so thankful that 
Amanda shared my level of sass, though I would definitely classify her’s as expertise. Not only 
does she have hair for days, but she is also a force to be reckoned with in the journalism world. 
Amanda confidently takes on two, sometimes three, articles a week even though she knows it 
will stress her out to no end. Thank you for venting with me, keeping me sane and taking all of 
the snapchats. Whenever I am sad and missing you in the newsroom next year I will blast our 
CAMPUS WOMEN (and Sam) playlist. You will seriously be missed on staff next year and I 
am honored to be your successor.

Christina Bryson, News Editor

Being a staff writer and now junior editor with Amanda has been nothing short of a priv-
ilege. As an editor she is hard, but fair. Very few errors make it past her careful scrutiny. She 
truly makes our paper better. In addition to her duties as an editor she spends hours working 
as our business manager. She keeps this paper running. On top of that she has the longest hair 
I have ever seen.  She has threatened to fire me on many occasions for my jokes, music selec-
tion and refusing to buy her food. She hasn’t yet, but she still has a week. I will never forget 
bonding over our love for cheese sticks at the first Campus get together, and I certainly will 
never forget the countless hilarious conversations we have had on publication night. She will 
be missed next year.

Joseph Tingley, Junior News Editor

From navigating News Writing with Sam my freshman year, to becoming his news protégé 
and now his successor, I would say we have been through it all. I would like to take the time to 
thank him for letting me be the overconfident j-ed that I was, I would not be where I am now 
without his guidance. Sam’s dedication to the paper and everyone on staff is inspiring. He has 
accomplished so much this past year alone and our newspaper has become a source of pride 
for us because of his commitment. Not only did Sam cover top story news, always working as 
a professional like a true journalist, but he also had the talent of adding just the right amount 
of fun to the newsroom. Without Sam no one on staff would ever know when Bacon Thurs-
day begins, how to effectively dodge, dip, duck, dodge and dive the resident beach ball or the 
difference between there, their and they’re. I know you will do great things back in Oregon, 
and I hope myself and the rest of the staff will continue on your legacy of excellence. Go Ga-
tors.  

Christina Bryson, News Editor

Although Sam has a sense of humor, he never fails to utilize his natural sense of profes-
sionalism that has helped this paper become the success that it is. After tackling various par-
ticularly difficult stories this past year, he has continued to follow up on them and report with 
fairness and skill. He knows what to do to succeed and has passed that down to the rest of the 
staff in the example he has made of a what it means to be a reporter. He works for what he 
wants and deserves everything he gets, and the newsroom will definitely miss him.

Angela Mauroni, Science/International Editor

I shared the pleasure of being the only other person in a journalism beat reporting class 
with Sam. Together, we worked through our individual beats, sharing challenges, successes 
and sharing our experiences. Sam is a light-hearted, joyful editor to work with who balances 
fun and jokes with an inspiring level of professionalism. He is completely deserving of all the 
accolades he has been awarded this year and I have no doubt he will be an amazing journalist. 

Meaghan Wilby, Junior Science/International Editor

Claire Teague Elliott Bartels
The first time I walked into The Campus Monday night news meeting Claire was standing 

in the corner with the rest of the news staff and talking about everything sarcastically as she 
always does.  Once she pitched her story ideas for that week and begged the students that had 
come to the writers meeting to take a story I was determined to get to know her and her love 
for journalism.  Second semester I was assigned as the junior features editor which essentially 
made Claire my boss, and an awesome boss for that matter.  Although my time as features 
editor was cut short, working with Claire was one of the best experiences I have had during 
my first year at Allegheny.  She doesn’t know this but she is a large part of the reason I fell in 
love with journalism all over again and eventually made it my minor.  I one day aspire to have 
Claire’s wit and sarcasm down to a science.  I’ll always try make my headlines measure up to 
the fake ones she make during layout and I hope to follow her as editor of features next year.  
I can’t thank her enough for everything that she’s done for me and for The Campus staff as a 
whole. We will all definitely miss the mom of the staff next year.

Eylie Buehler, Opinion Editor

Even though I started my time on staff when Claire took her semester abroad, I could tell 
her presence in the newsroom was an inspiring one. Despite being in Europe, everyone knew 
Claire. This past year I was lucky enough to get to know the woman behind the ‘Features’ name 
and even luckier to now call her one of my best friends. She is cool, calm and collected, always 
having a funny YouTube video to share with the staff: Monty the penguin will live on as your 
legacy. She turns a typically stressful night into one I look forward to every week. Her passion 
for life, whether it be concerning academia, friends or fun is something I aspire to have. I am 
saddened to lose such an integral part of our staff, it will not be the same without you next 
year, but I hope to make you proud and follow in your footsteps. I know you’ll do great things 
next year. Don’t let anyone tell you, “You ain’t got no legs, Lieutenant Dan.” You can do any-
thing you aspire to, even work a shrimp boat.

Christina Bryson, News Editor

Claire has a personality that cannot be described, it has to be experienced. In my short 
time on the staff I have learned that she is an incredible journalist who also takes great pride 
in her creative headlines. I know that wherever she goes and no matter what she does after 
graduation, she will excel.

Joseph Tingley, Junior News Editor

Without Elliott The Campus’s web presence would be no where near where we have been 
able to bring it. With the new age of online journalism, having a kick-ass website is vital to 
keeping journalism alive and Elliott gave us that opportunity. He is committed to his job as 
Web Manager and was there to answer all of our technology-inept problems, patiently too, 
bless him. Not only did Elliott provide us with an avenue for our online presence but he went 
out of his way to provide us with tutorials in all things technology, preparing us with import-
ant technical skills to succeed in the real world. Elliott’s dedication to his team and his job is 
motivating. We will miss your laid-back attitude and encouragement, but I’m confident your 
protégé will carry on your legacy while you are away. Do great things, you will be missed.

Christina Bryson, News Editor

Elliott! I started on this paper with him further back than I have a specific memory of and 
he has been the best web manager we could have asked for. I remember way back in the day, 
he diligently helped our previous graphics designer, Dana, with fun hand-drawn graphics and 
the staff has appreciated all of your help with graphics through the years! Without a doubt, 
The Campus could not have a won an honorable mention from the Keystone Press Awards 
without Elliott’s incredible help with our new website. He worked tirelessly at the beginning 
of the academic year with multiple hosting companies to successfully move all of our files 
to a new website that he maintains for us. We definitely don’t thank him enough. Especially 
when he works to fix the website after a certain co-editor-in-chief very accidentally clicked a 
button that probably should’ve been bright red with a “don’t click this!” post-it note attached 
and realized that she had thrown the entire website into chaos and pandemonium. I’m sorry 
‘bout breaking the website that one time, bro. All the thanks and all the best. Peace sign emoji. 

Amanda Spadaro, Co-Editor-in-Chief

Elliot, first of all, congratulations to you! You are officially de-comped and one step closer 
to graduation. Good luck in your future endeavors and thank you for the few weeks of train-
ing. It has been great working with you!

Shu Yi Tang, Future Web Manager
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Senior art projects are on display in the Bowman-Penelec-Megahan Art Galleries from April 21 to May 8, 2015. In the foreground is a scultpure created by Sachika 
Yamaguchi, ‘15, made of 1.1 million tooth picks on foam. 

Senior art projects displayed in Doane

PHOTOS BY MEGHAN HAYMAN/THE CAMPUS

Imani Prince, ’16, looks at “Tomorrow” by Jasmine 
K. Davis, ’15. 

YUTONG WANG/THE CAMPUS
Lizzie Thompson, ’15, character in “A Dream Play” tries to fly as Karina Mena, ’16, 
looks on. 

PLAY from page 1

The 2015 spring senior 
art show exhibits artworks 
of eight senior art students, 
including Jaysa Alvarez, Na-

Thompson said that the 
choice is not made at the end 
of the play and that every 
audience member will walk 
away with a different inter-
pretation.

“It never really follows a 
logical grasp of space and 
time and characters morph 
from situation to situation,” 
said Dan Kietel, ’17, a mem-
ber of the cast.

Kietel said the most chal-
lenging part of working on 
the play was trying to make 
sure that the audience would 
easily understand the premise 
and the complicated nature of 
the play.

“This was the first play at 
Allegheny where we had ac-
tual table work, wherein we 
spend the first couple of weeks 
not blocking or setting the 
stage and we just sat around 
and tried to bring meaning to 

the text because of its scurrili-
ty,” Kietel said.

Liz Colarte, ’17, said the 
piece is different from many 
of the other productions that 
she’s been in at Allegheny.

“It’s an ensemble driv-
en piece so almost everyone 
plays more than one charac-
ter,” Colarte said.

“Everyone contributes to 
scene changes and every sin-
gle person is vital to the play’s 
success.”

“A Dream Play” will be 
performed in the Glady Mul-
lenix Black Theatre in the 
Vukovich Center for Com-
munication Arts on Friday 
and Saturday at 8 p.m. and on 
Sunday at 2:30 p.m.

Tickets are $10 for adults 
and $7.50 for non-Allegheny 
students, Allegheny employ-
ees and senior citizens.  

Allegheny students ad-
mission is free but reserving 
tickets online at http://sites.
allegheny.edu/playshop/al-
legheny-student-reservation/ 
is stongly encouraged.  

talie I. Bensel, Jasmine K. 
Davis, Ziania NarvaezGar-
cia, Brooke Osbourne, Joey 
Phelps, M. Greg Singer and 
Sachika Yamaguchi. Accord-
ing to Darren Miller, assistant 
professor of art and gallery 
director, this year’s exhibition 
includes more large scale art-

work compared to previous 
ones.

“This year from the begin-
ning of the semester, it was 
clear to all of us in the art 
department that this particu-
lar group of students, almost 
universally, were interested in 
tackling works that dealt with 
large scale,” Miller said. “I also 
want to congratulate all of 
these students for being very 
ambitious. They really fill this 
space beautifully.”

Joey Phelps’s, ’15, final 
piece is a canvas painting 
made of five panels.

“I decided I want to do a 
giant painting focus around 
these topics: human, cities, 
technology, environment,” 
said Phelps, a double major 
in environmental science and 
studio art. “The actual physi-
cal work took me from the be-
ginning of the semester until 
now. I was working probably 
10-20 hours per week on this 
painting.”

Inspired by animations of 
Hayao Miyazaki and driven 
by his own knowledge from 
environmental science and 
his passion for art, Phelps 
investigates the relationship 
between human and the envi-
ronment, and how technology 
impacts this relationship. In 
this painting, he dates back to 

the history and projects into 
the history.

“There are a lot of stories 
going in the painting. It is a 
big convoluted narrative,” said 
Phelps, “Social isolation mir-
rors our environmental iso-
lation because as we become 
more enmesh in this techno 
sphere, we become less con-
nected to the nature. ”

Jasmine K. Davis, double 
major in math and studio art, 
challenges the conventional 
way of printmaking on papers 
and creates her work with 
plastic panels with fiberglass 
resin on top.

“Normally, you can’t touch 
artwork in the museum. You 
can’t really engage with it but 
you can only look at it and see 
it from a different perspec-
tive,” said Davis. “With the 
resin, you can touch, feel and 
sniff it.  I really wanted them 
[the audience] to really un-
derstand what printmaking 
is. ”

With three pieces of print-
making panels, Davis bridges 
the distance between life and 
death by creating a sense of 
cycle.

“A lot of people see life is 
one instance and death is one 
instance. I wanted to break up 
the notion that they are inter-
woven,” Davis said. “It is the 

same thing. It is just the stage 
you are in and you continual-
ly to move along into different 
stages of your life.”

There are three major pro-
grams in the art department, 
including studio art, art his-
tory and art and technology. 
Senior projects of studio art 
and art history majors include 
artworks for the gallery ex-
hibition and a 15 to 20 pages 
of written description and re-
flection on the process of cre-
ating their work.

Students who create art-
works are required to meet 
with their first readers once 
a week and with their second 
readers at least twice for the 
whole semester. 

They are also encouraged 
to meet with other faculty in 
the department for instruc-
tions and assistance.

Based on students’ art 
proposal and their visual re-
sources, faculty in the art de-
partment provide feedbacks 
along the process of students 
creating their work.

“How does it engage the 
viewer, how does it use space, 
how does it use material, how 
does it use the light that’s fall-
ing across it, what’s the visu-
al effect?” said Miller, “At the 
end of the day, it’s our job to 
describe and help them get 

By YUTONG WANG and
SHU YI TANG 
Junior Photo Editor, Staff  Writer 
wangy2@allegheny.edu, 
tangs@allegheny.edu

some distance from the proj-
ect. Because it’s hard when 
you’re making something to 
really see it.”

Miller claims that it is 
quite common for students 
to change their minds and 
evolve their ideas over the 
time of them making art. 

“There’s a hundred solu-
tions, and almost none of 
them is wrong,”  Miller said. 
“The wrong thing really is 
giving up or going for what 
seems easy.”

“This group of seniors 
that’s graduating this year, I 
think they are a really hard-
working group of bright stu-
dents who have formed a re-
ally vital sense of community 
here in the art department 
and they really care a lot 
about their own work, about 
each other, about the environ-
ment in the art department,”  
Miller said. “And I’m gonna 
be sad to see them go because 
I think that they are people 
who have a made a significant 
difference here and I’m really 
proud of them and I’m look-
ing forward to see what kind 
of differences they make out 
in the world.”

Senior art projects are on 
display in the Bowman-Pe-
nelec-Megahan Art Galleries 
from April 21 to May 8, 2015.

This was the first play 
at Allegheny where 
we had actual table 
work, wherein we 
spend the first couple 
of weeks not block-
ing or setting the 
stage and we just sat 
around and tried to 
bring meaning to the 
text because of its 
scurrility.

“

“

Dan Kietel
Class of 2015
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The men’s baseball team 
spent last weekend at Oberlin 
College, bringing a 10 game 
winning streak home with 
them. 

“It was a tough weekend, 
but we fought for the vic-
tories,” Kelly Swiney, head 
coach, said. 

Hayden Smith, ’16, said in 
every game the whole line up 
worked hard, the team need-
ed all the runs and the offense 
worked hard all weekend.

Smith played his first sea-
son win as a pitcher after 
throwing two perfect innings. 

“We had a bumpy start 
after Florida, with a losing 
streak going. But after sweep-
ing Hiram, it motivated us 

up to a 10 win streak,” Corey 
Keenan, ’17, said. 

Keenan pitched seven in-
nings against Oberlin. 

“Playing on the road is al-
ways a challenge, the home 
team gets to bat last four 
times and Oberlin had their 
field dedication and senior 
game,” Swiney said. 

Through the weekend, 
the team played four games 
against Oberlin. 

“The fourth game is always 
tough, whether you’ve lost 
or won the first three. Nine 
hours of baseball is mentally 
and physically draining, but 
we were focused the whole 
weekend,” Smith said. 

Swiney said as a team they 
believe in themselves even 
when facing struggles.

“The wins boost confi-

dence and attitude, we have 
that extra assurance on a win-
ning high,” Keenan said.

Even following the pro-
ductive weekend, the team is 
focusing on improving in the 
remaining weeks of the teams. 

“We are never perfect, 
there are always things to im-
prove on,” Smith said. “Do-
ing a better job getting ahead 
early and finishing it early 
because we won’t always be 
able to come back late in the 
game.”

Swiney said the team is al-
ways learning from their per-
formances. 

“We may have won four 
games last weekend but we 
didn’t play our best. We can 
look at what to learn from and 
ahead to playing challenging 
teams,” Swiney said.

The team’s attitude is to 
work hard to achieve their 
goals. 

“You can build off of what 
you failed at, what approaches 
to go with and learn when 
each pitch is effective,” Keen-
an said. 

Smith said the team is a 
very tight knit group and even 
though the line up changes, 
everyone knows their job and 
does it. 

“We have the home cross-
over coming up, and if we win 
that, we can go all the way to 
win the conference champi-
onship. Our goal is to go as far 
as possible,” Keenan said. 

The team will face The 
University of Mount Union 
on Friday, April 24 at 3 p.m. at 
Robertson Athletic Complex. 

Baseball team wins at Oberlin, to 
go on 10-game winning streak

By ALEX HOLMES
Sports Editor
holmesa2@allegheny.edu

Nick Murgo, ’18, a middle 
linebacker on the Allegheny 
football team was named the 
North Coast Athletic Con-
ference Newcomer of the 
Year at the conclusion of the 
2014 season. Murgo became 
the first player in Allegheny 
program history to earn the 
conference’s Newcomer of the 
Year award. 

The NCAC was founded in 
1983 and is dedicated to fos-
tering a complementary rela-
tionship between intercolle-
giate athletics and the pursuit 
of academic excellence.

Despite the lack of success 
that the football team showed 
this past season when they 
were only able to earn one 
win, Murgo emerged onto the 
scene as a rookie, starting all 
10 games at middle linebacker 
and leading the Gators with 
107 tackles and 10.5 tackles 
for loss.

 “It’s quite an honor, es-
pecially with the football 
tradition we have here at Al-
legheny. It’s really an accom-
plishment just to become a 
part of the school’s athletic 
history,” said Murgo.

In return, his teammates 
and coaches acknowledged 
his attributes on the field.

“He’s a man amongst boys. 
He sets an example for ev-
eryone as soon as he steps on 
the field. He proves that hard 
work can pay off and that in-
coming freshman can have an 
impact on the team immedi-
ately,” said Jake Wilson, ’18, 
teammate and Murgo’s close 
friend.

Allegheny’s head football 
coach, Mark Matlak, also 
shared a few words about the 
future star.

“It’s really exciting to coach 
someone who can make some 
plays,” said Mark Matlak. “It’s 
fun watching him play out 
there. Having someone who 
can make 100 plus tackles is 
really awesome. He’s a role 
model for the rest of his team-
mates so the ceiling for him is 
extremely high.”

Murgo attributes some of 
his success to being around 
the sport of football his whole 
life and seeing the sport itself 
as a family game.

“Having my dad as a foot-
ball coach really showed me 
how to play the game the right 
way. He helped me acquire my 
love for football,” Murgo said. 
“Growing up I always wanted 
to be a football player because 
I was always watching my dad 
coach. Even though he never 
forced me into the sport, I just 
wanted to play because I saw 
how much he loved it.”

Murgo credits some of his 

love for the game to his team-
mates and coaches as well as 
being able to be on the field 
every day.

“I just love the intensity of 
the game, you know. When 
I’m out on the field I get to 
forget about everything else 
going on in my life other than 
football,” Murgo said. “For 
me, there’s no other game out 
there that gives me the same 
feeling as football does. As far 
as Allegheny goes, the broth-
erhood of teammates is awe-
some. The coaches also serve 
as great role models to look 
up to. Coach Matlak has been 
a great role model for me. He 
has been a mentor on and off 
the field and has taught me so 
many lessons that are not just 
about the game of football, 
but my whole life in general.”

Although Murgo showed 
a lot of success on the field 
for the Gators, he faced some 
new obstacles that stood in 
his way.

“It was hard to compete 
at the college level at first. 
The speed of the game defi-
nitely increased from the 
high school level. The size of 
the players also changed a lot. 
They are certainly a lot bigger 
and more athletic and physi-
cal than I’ve ever seen,” said 
Murgo.

Murgo hopes that the foot-
ball team continues to strive 
and finish better than this 
past season.

“I want to lead the team to 
a winning season and eventu-
ally a playoff berth. It won’t be 
easy to accomplish but I hope 
with my class, along with the 
classes ahead of me and be-
hind me, we will continue to 
work hard and help contrib-
ute to having a better season 
than in the past two years,” 
said Murgo.

Matlak also has some high 
expectations for Murgo’s up-
coming sophomore campaign 
and his whole career.

“There is a stepping pro-
cess for Nick to continue his 
success. I think the next step 
is for him to completely learn 
the defense. This past season 
he was a rookie who basically 
played off of instincts. He has 
God-given talent so the future 
is bright. I would first like to 
see him become an All-Con-
ference player and then even-
tually an All-American. He 
definitely has that capability 
especially with how hard he 
plays and the effort he shows,” 
said Matlak.

After college, Murgo said 
that he hopes to pursue a ca-
reer that involves economics 
but for now he wants to enjoy 
everything that Allegheny has 
to offer while continuing his 
football career.

By SHEA BEAUMONT
Contributing Writer
beaumonts@allegheny.edu

Murgo earns NCAC 
honors as freshman

Men’s lacrosse club closes 2015 
season and prepares for next fall

Volleyball    Spring     Game

AMASA SMITH/THE CAMPUS
Bailey Gawley, ’17, scores for the Allegheny women’s volleyball team during the game against Grove City 
College. The women’s volleyball team competed in their spring tournament on Saturday, April 18. The 
women played Grove City College, Westminster College, Muskingum College and Geneva College ending the 
day with a 3-1 record. 

By MADISON SIEBER
Contributing Writer
sieberm@allegheny.edu

When Matthew MacK-
night, ’16 , came to Allegheny, 
there was no men’s lacrosse 
program so he created one.

 A defenseman for the 
men’s lacrosse team, MacK-
night is the vice president of 
the new club sport established 
at Allegheny in 2013. 

“My freshman year in 
2012, I was one of five players 
who were really dedicated to 
getting a lacrosse club estab-
lished because we all shared 
a great passion for the game,” 
MacKnight said, “We would 
take whatever court time Bill 
Ross had available, which 
usually ended up being at 6 
a.m. on weekdays.”

MacKnight said that it was 
tough to wake up for practice 
with only five other people, 
but the team was determined 
to prove that their days of 
playing competitively were 
not over after high school.

After completing its one-
year requisite probationary 
period, the men’s lacrosse 
team began competing in 

2013 against other local col-
leges.  This spring the men’s 
lacrosse team has and will 
participate in a total of five 
tournaments. Two of these 
tournaments are held at Al-
legheny. 

“The furthest we’ve trav-
eled is three hours to Lock 
Haven University because 
they were hosting a free tour-
nament. Otherwise we try not 
to schedule games more than 
two hours away,” MacKnight 
said. 

MacKnight first knew the 
game was for him in middle 
school.

“Lacrosse is known as 
‘the fastest game on two feet’ 
which was evident when I 
watched my first live game,” 
MacKnight said. 

MacKnight started his la-
crosse career as a defenseman 
in high school. 

“I was attracted to the de-
fensive side of the game be-
cause of the six-foot pole a 
defender wields, and the pos-
sibilities of destruction that 
were implied by that size,” 
said MacKnight. 

Despite having limited ex-

perience with lacrosse going 
into high school, MacKnight 
earned a spot on the varsity 
team.

“Being thrown into the fire 
in that way made me learn 
very quickly about the intri-
cacies of the game,” MacK-
night said.

MacKnight wanted to con-
tinue playing lacrosse in col-
lege but could not find the 
school that supported all of 
his needs. 

“I could not find the per-
fect college that matched my 
lacrosse, academic and so-
cial desires, so I came to Al-
legheny with the intention 
of maybe finding some kids 
to throw around with. I was 
not expecting to help start a 
club, but now I can’t imagine 
my college experience with-
out playing competitively 
with my current teammates,” 
MacKnight said.

Evan Haines, ’17, is also a 
player for the men’s lacrosse 
team and acknowledged 
MacKnight’s contributions to 
the team.

“He is a big leader on the 
field,” said Haines, “He’s also 

quick so he can stay in front 
of kids.” 

MacKnight’s teammates 
consist of 22 Allegheny stu-
dents. 

“Our average attendance 
on game day is only about 11 
players. It takes 10 to field a 
full team so we are usually left 
with just one sub compared to 
our opponents who generally 
have more depth,” MacKnight 
said. “We make up for our 
lack of depth by having very 
talented players who have 
been playing for most of their 
life, and can effectively men-
tor our teammates who are 
new to the game.”

Madison Meehan, ’17, at-
tended the team’s last home 
game.

“Despite having one sub, 
all of the guys were still in 
sync and working hard. They 
definitely are passionate for 
the game,” Meehan said. 

MacKnight said that he is 
excited to have founded a club 
that will continue even after 
he graduates next year. The 
team’s next game will be on 
Saturday, April 25, at 8 p.m. at 
Penn State Behrend.

FRIDAY:
Baseball

vs University of Mount Union
3 p.m.

SATURDAY:
Women’s Lacrosse

vs DePauw University
11 a.m.

Baseball
vs Kenyon College

1 p.m. & 3 p.m.

Softball
vs Kenyon College

1 p.m. & 3 p.m.

Gator Updater


