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Artists particpate in Allegheny’s annual 8 Hour Art Projects

First Quigley town hall meeting 
of the year held on populism

ALEÄA REYES/THE CAMPUS
Jon Wiebel, associate professor of communication arts, led the discussion on the populist surge at the Center for 
Political Participation’s first event of the year, a Quigley town hall meeting on Sept. 10, 2015. 

The Center for Political 
Participation held its first 
event of the year on Thurs-
day, Sept. 10 in Quigley Au-
ditorium. The event was a 
discussion led by Assistant 
Professor of Communication 
Arts Jon Wiebel on populism 
in terms of presidential candi-
dates Donald Trump and Ber-
nie Sanders. 

“They [the CPP] wanted to 
talk about what’s being called 
a populist surge,” Wiebel said. 

Wiebel was approached by 

CPP fellow Haley Riley, ’16, 
about leading the discussion. 
She had taken his class on 
power, politics and communi-
cation and thought he would 
be a good fit as a facilitator. 

“We wanted to talk about 
political populism and Wiebel 
has a background in commu-
nication arts, so he’s probably 
going to bring in celebrity 
theory as well,” Riley said. 

Wiebel said he did not 
want to lecture since it did not 
seem to fit the idea of a town 
hall meeting, at which he 
would expect to see various 
community members partic-
ipating in a conversation, not 

being lectured. 
“As much as I’m there to 

facilitate, I’m really interest-
ed to hear what others think 
about these two [Trump and 
Sanders],” Wiebel said. 

Zachary Callen, assistant 
professor of political science 
and interim CPP director, 
agreed with Wiebel that they 
did not want to be leading the 
discussion with any one set of 
ideals, and that the goal is to 
get students talking and shar-
ing their own perspectives. 

“There’s a long history of 
populism in American poli-
tics. I think people are really 
interested in it,” Callen said. 

The idea for the event 
came from the CPP’s desire to 
focus on current events and 
wanting to get people inter-
ested in their work. 

“It stemmed from us want-
ing to find things that would 
get students interested in the 
CPP,” Riley said. 

While for the past two 
years the CPP has introduced 
and helped organize many 
of the events for The Year of 
Civil Rights and The Year of 
Voting Rights, both of which 
were to commemorate the 

By ANGELA MAURONI
News Editor
mauronia@allegheny.edu

College strives 
to fill positions

Allegheny College has 
undergone staffing chang-
es during summer break as 
many familiar names occupy 
different positions but only 
for a short time. 

According to Patricia Fer-
rey, director of human re-
sources, Allegheny has five 
interim administrators this 
year. The interim positions in-
clude the dean of students, the 
associate dean of students, the 
associate director of student 
involvement, the assistant di-
rector of student involvement 
and the Title IX coordinator. 
These positions are filled by 
Jacquie Kondrot, Gretchen 
Beck, Jayne Piskorik, Erin 
Briggeman and Gilly Ford, re-
spectively. 

Four of those five positions 
are related to the dean of stu-
dents office after Joseph Di-
Christina pursued other op-
portunities at Trinity College, 
Ferrey said.

Three of the four changes 
in the dean of students office 
were internal position chang-
es to ensure the experience 
needed for each position was 
present. 

“It made more sense to 
move—internally—individ-
uals who are familiar with 
Allegheny and know the pro-
cesses than bringing in people 
from the outside,” Ferrey said. 

As these personnel chang-
es took place, each office had 
a vacancy which ultimately 
led to an opening in the of-

fice of the assistant director 
of student involvement. This 
forced the college to pursue 
an outside employee, which 
ended with the hiring of Erin 
Briggeman. 

“She [Briggeman] is a tem-
porary hire. She was hired for 
one year because we assume it 
will take us the better part of a 
year to go through the dean of 
students search,” Ferrey said. 

The goal of the college is to 
name a new dean of students 
by Thanksgiving break with 
the understanding that the 
new hire will begin working 
full time in June or July, Ex-
ecutive Vice President and 
Chief Operating Officer Sue 
Stuebner said. The college 
would also like to bring the 
new hire to campus before-
hand in order to get acquaint-
ed with the new office and job, 
she said.

In addition to the other va-
cancies, the position of Title 
IX coordinator was left open 
after the previous coordina-
tor, Katie Pope, pursued other 
opportunities in the Pitts-
burgh area, Ferrey said. 

Gilly Ford, chief of staff, 
now holds the office tempo-
rarily as the college begins a 
national search for a new hire. 
Stuebner said the pool for a 
position such as this is not 
vast as it is a rather new full 
time position for most col-
leges. 

“We are really trying to 
take a couple weeksthe pool is 
not very deep [we’re] trying to 
sort out where the best plac-

By ALEX HASAPIS
Contributing Writer
hasapisa@allegheny.edu

See CPP   page 2See INTERIM   page 2

RYAN YAMADA/THE CAMPUS
The 8 Hour Art Projects asked 10 artists to consider the themes of home and place as they created their pieces. This annual event took place in Allegheny College’s 
art gallery on Saturday, Sept. 5, 2015 from 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Artists were assigned an approximately 12-by-12 foot area of either wall or floor space. They produced art on-
site and invited the public to observe the process and participate if the artist chose. A panel discussion and reception for the event was held on Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2015 
from 7-9 p.m.

See 8 HOUR PROJECTS   page 7
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ASG UPDATES

Freshmen elections will be held Sept. 16-17.

ASG is looking for a Director of Interior and a Historian.

Allegheny Student Gov-
ernment held its second 
meeting of the 2015-2016 ac-
ademic year on Tuesday, Sept. 
8. 

Nine class senators were 
sworn in at the meeting and 
Levi Lundell, ’17, appointed a 
secretary under his position, 
which is ASG director of sus-
tainability. 

The position of director 
of sustainability is a new po-
sition within ASG this year. 
Lundell said that he hopes to 

further the green initiatives of 
the Allegheny campus while 
also being mindful of practi-
cality. 

“We are trying to find 
three or four projects so that 
it is more realistic,” Lundell 
said. 

At the meeting, Lundell 
announced that the position 
of secretary director of sus-
tainability would be filled by 
Walter Stover, ’17. He said he 
hopes Stover, an economics 
major, can bring a new per-
spective to the issue of sus-
tainability.  

“That’s one of the biggest 
issues we have, is understand-

ing how the money works,” 
Lundell said. 

During this academic year, 
Lundell said he hopes to be 
able to implement more sus-
tainable programs within 
the Greek life community on 
campus. He said that Greek 
life already does philanthropy 
projects and it is just a matter 
of including more sustainabil-
ity projects among them.

“There’s a lot of great 
things  but it’s inspiring them 
to come up with new ideas,” 
he said.   

ASG President Haley Ri-
ley, ’16, also invited new ideas 
for outreach to the Meadville 

By JOSEPH TINGLEY
News Editor
tingleyj@allegheny.edu

ASG director of sustainability 
appoints an under secretary

community. She said this is an 
area where ASG has usually 
done well.  

“In the past we have done 
great events to bring the com-
munity to campus,” she said. 

ASG Treasurer Hayden 
Moyer, ’17, also delivered his 
annual report at the meeting. 

“The Allegheny Men’s Rug-
by team came to us and asked 
for $1,300 to buy jerseys for 
the next four years and they 
were approved,” Moyer said. 

Moyer said that the $1,300 
was taken from the ASG re-
serve fund. 

ASG meets every Tuesday 
in the campus center at 7 p.m.

CPP from page 1

INTERIM from page 1

ALEÄA REYES/THE CAMPUS
The discussion at the first town hall meeting held by the CPP focused on populism in the sphere of presidential candidates Donald Trump and 
Bernie Sanders, and what the appeal of such candidates is. 

acts that were passed in the 
1960s, they will not be or-
ganizing The Year of Mead-
ville events. However, they 
do want to plan some events 
that coincide with the year’s 

theme. Callen said they hoped 
to include both local political 
issues as well as larger scale 
ones. 

“So far our focus has been 
on things that have grabbed 

our attention,” he said. 
According to Callen, these 

events will discuss topics like 
the populist surge, the immi-
gration crisis in Europe and 
police brutality. The discus-

sion on police brutality will 
be held Thursday, Sept. 17.  
The last of which they will be 
holding an event on Sept. 17. 

For this event in particular, 
Wiebel had high hopes.

“I just hope that we have 
a thoughtful, passionate con-
versation about the appeal of 
Trump and Sanders,” he said. 

Daniel Litwin, ’17, said 
he felt the conversation was 

fruitful. 
“We more or less asked 

questions of each other, de-
bated and answered them. It 
was largely about Trump and 
Sanders, however populism 
plays a key role for them,” Lit-
win said.

Although Trump and 
Sanders were the focus of the 
conversation and debate the 
issue of their character was 
never mentioned. Instead, the 
focus was on how populism 
has been affecting the United 
States and what the appeal of 
each candidate is. 

“With these two candi-
dates, what we see is authen-
ticity, something we don’t 
see in others,” Wiebel said. 
“When they say they’ll do 
something, they’ll do it. These 
two candidates are tapping 
into what Americans are real-
ly feeling and believing.”

Litwin felt the event was 
a success and is looking for-
ward to  meetings like it in the 
future. 

“I think this is a great fo-
rum for them [communi-
ty members] to share their 
ideas,” he said.

Allegheny Student Gov-
ernment is currently seek-
ing students to fill positions 
on the College Committee 
Council, a group of six com-
mittees designed to give stu-
dents, faculty and community 
members more direct com-
munication with administra-
tion as well as the opportuni-
ty to better influence official 
school policy. 

The committees include 
Finance and Facilities, Coun-
cil on Diversity and Equi-
ty, Public Events, Academic 
Standards and Awards, Cur-
riculum Committee and the 
Campus Life and Community 
Standards Board. 

ASG’s chief of staff for the 
2015-2016 school year, Sofia 
Kaufman, ’17, is in charge of 
overseeing each of the com-
mittees in the CCC and has 
been conducting the search 
for new committee members 
since late August of this year. 
This responsibility was added 
to the duties of the ASG chief 
of staff position in 2014. Pas-
sion, diversity and commit-
ment are the main character-
istics Kaufman is searching 
for. 

“I don’t care if you’re an art 
history major,” said Kaufman. 
“If you’re really passionate 

about the finance committee, 
that’s great. I’m looking for 
that. I want someone who’s 
dedicated to it.”

Andrew Skelly, ’17,  said 
he applied for his position on 
the Curriculum Committee a 
year ago to become involved 
in more diverse ways around 

campus. The Curriculum 
Committee’s agenda includes 
approving courses requested 
by professors, updating re-
quirements for majors, and 
reviewing student designed 
majors and minors. Skelly 
believes any student who is 
considering applying for a po-
sition should go for it. 

“It’s a unique experience 
that not a lot of people get to 

have.” Skelly said. “You get to 
learn a bunch of new things.”

Each of the committees 
on the College Committee 
Council consists of between 
two and five students and 
one or two faculty or admin-
istrative personnel. The com-
mittees will meet weekly to 
discuss issues and events re-
lating to the responsibilities 
of the group and the student 
representatives report the re-
sults of these meetings back 
to the ASG chief of staff on a 
biweekly basis. Kaufman ac-
knowledges that she does not 
have access to all of the things 
that go on behind the closed 
doors of the committee meet-
ings. 

“There’s a high sense of 
confidentiality that goes 
along with serving on a CCC,” 
Kaufman said.

Students, faculty and ad-
ministration are given the 
opportunity to have import-
ant and sometimes difficult 
conversations concerning the 
decisions that must be made 
about various aspects of the 
way Allegheny is run as an in-
stitution.

As a member of the Cur-
riculum Committee, Skelly 
said he enjoys being a voice 
for the student population 
and participating in the dis-
cussions behind the major 
decisions made about the 

school. The biweekly meet-
ings are a great way to hear 
about progress in other parts 
of the CCC as well.

“We have meetings every 
other week with all the oth-
er committees. That’s where 
we get our information,” said 
Skelly.

Sydney Fernandez, ’17, has 
been serving on the Council 
on Diversity and Equity for 
the past year. Having no prior 
experience with ASG, it was 
the issues raised in last year’s 
community forum that moti-
vated Fernandez to apply for 
her position. 

“I remember I saw it [the 
advertisement] in MyAllegh-

es to advertise are and trying 
to do some informal work to 
try to understand where the 
talent is, so that when we do 
launch a search, we can be 
confident we get the strongest 
pool possible,”  Stuebner said. 

Ferrey stated that the 
search for the next coordina-
tor will begin in the next 30 
days and will be complete by 
the next academic year. 

Stuebner said Ford only 
had three weeks to shadow 
Pope and learn as much as she 
could before she had to move 
on to her next job.  

Even with all of the chang-
es and the transition, Chris 
Gaul, ’18, does not feel that 
there have been problems 
from any of the interim po-

Student government pursues new committee members

sitions that are noticeable by 
the student body.

“The college feels the 
same...it seems picking up 
where they left off pretty well,” 
Gaul said. 

Stuebner is confident that 
the transitions will be smooth 
and that the administration 
holding the interim positions 
is qualified. 

“I want to assure folks 
that we have got really quali-
fied people seeing us through 
these transition. We are for-
tunate to have some talented 
professionals guiding us,” said 
Stuebner. 

More information can be 
found about the dean of stu-
dents office and the Title IX 
coordinator at allegheny.edu. 

By MEGAN GREIG
Contributing Writer
greigm@allegheny.edu

CORRECTIONS

In the Sept. 4 issue of The Campus, an article on the first ASG meeting incor-
rectly reported the number of gender options on the Reported Student Experi-

ence survey. There are three options: male, female and transgender.

In the Sept. 4 issue the photo caption on the International page should have 
read as Assistant Professor of Arabic Reem Hilal. 

Spots are constant-
ly opening up. It’s a 
great way to get in-
volved, it’s a great 
way to talk to the ad-
ministration and it’s a 
great way to get to 
know your community. 

“

“

Sofia 
Kaufman
Class of 2017

eny and I’m very passionate 
about issues surrounding di-
versity. I just wanted to con-
tinue doing stuff around that,” 
said Fernandez. 

Fernandez said she ap-
preciates the opportunity to 
hear firsthand what’s going 
on regarding changes in the 
school’s policies on diversity. 
She also sees it as a great way 
to help her peers have their 
voices heard by faculty and 
administration. 

“If any student has any is-
sues that they want to raise…
they are more than welcome 
to contact me or anyone on a 
committee,” said Fernandez.

Interviews for committee 

positions have been taking 
place over the past week, but 
students are still encouraged 
to apply. For more informa-
tion, students should contact 
Kaufman for an application. 

“Spots are constantly open-
ing up,” Kaufman said. “It’s a 
great way to get involved, it’s 
a great way to talk to the ad-
ministration and it’s a great 
way to get to know your com-
munity.” 

Advertisements for com-
mittee openings will be post-
ed on MyAllegheny through-
out the semester. 
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EVENTS CALENDAR

Informational Meeting for Alpha Phi Omega
Friday, Sept. 11, noon, Campus Center 318

Learn about the APO service organization and how to join. Additional 
short informational meetings will be held on Sept. 13, 17 and 21. 

Shabbat Services
Friday, Sept. 11, 5 p.m., Hillel House 

Shabbat services will be held at the Hillel House, 314 Loomis Street.

Talk by Zen Buddhist Monk Claude AnShin Thomas: “What Does It 
Mean to Wake Up?”

Friday, Sept. 11, 7:30 p.m., Tillotson Room of the Tippie Alumni Center 
This event kicks off the 30-Day Mindfulness Challenge at Allegheny. 

Thomas, the author “At Hell’s Gate: A Soldier’s Journey from War to Peace,” 
founded the Zaltho Foundation, a nonprofit committed to ending violence 

by  promoting mindfulness and positive change within individuals.

Playshop Theatre: “(Ghost) Light”
Sept. 11-12, 8 p.m., Gladys Mullenix Black Theatre

The Playshop Theatre opens its 86th year with an original production by 
Beth Watkins, Brian Thummler and the Company, with music and lyrics 

by Bob Michel. Contact the Box Office at 332-3414 for tickets or more 
information.

Candlelight Vigil for 9/11
Friday, Sept. 11, 9 p.m., Brooks Circle (rain space: Ford Chapel)

 Community members are invited to share names, memories or readings 
that have significance for them on this occasion.

Late Night Event: Salsa Making with Edible Allegheny
Friday, Sept. 11, 9 to 10:30 p.m., Campus Center Lobby 

Edible has purchased chips and local ingredients for salsa and will have 
cutting boards and knives, but make sure to bring your own container.

The Campus is printed every Friday 
during the academic year, except during breaks and 
exam periods. 

Advertising:(814)332-5386
Box 12, Allegheny College 
520 N. Main St.  
Meadville, PA 16335

CRIME BLOTTER

Sept. 5, 2015
Ravine Hall 

Three students being investigated for underage drinking. Two were 
transported to the hospital by ambulance. 

Sept. 5, 2015
Allegheny Hall 

Students being investigated for smoking marijuana in a college build-
ing 
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French Creek Cleanup
Saturday, Sept. 12, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

The 23rd annual French Creek Cleanup is an opportunity to help care for 
one of America’s most biologically diverse ecosystems. Email 

balikj@allegheny.edu to sign up to help.

The Big Zipper Project
Saturday, Sept. 12, 11 a.m., Market Square in Downtown Meadville

Professor Steve Prince will print a community art piece that is months 
in the making. People from all over Meadville have been carving puzzle 
pieces, and on Saturday those pieces will be put together at the Second 

Saturday Community Market, featuring live music in the morning and a 
farmers market.

Workshop with Zen Buddhist Monk Claude AnShin Thomas: “What 
Does It Mean to Wake Up?”

Saturday, Sept. 12, 1-5 p.m., Schultz East Alcove 
Thomas will be in residence at Allegheny College September 8-18, visiting 

classes and assisting with a number of 30-Day Mindfulness Challenge 
events for the campus community. To reserve a place at the workshop, 

contact Professor Sharon Wesoky at 332-3343 or swesoky@allegheny.edu.

ACS/ASA Soccer Tournament
Saturday, Sept. 12, 1:30-3:30 p.m., Robertson Field

The Association of Caribbean Students and the African Students 
Association are collaborating on a soccer tournament. Watch the play and 

enjoy free snacks and drinks.

Community Day Football Game
Saturday, Sept. 12, 7 p.m., Frank B. Fuhrer Field

The Gators open their 2015 home schedule against regional rival The 
College of Wooster. Community members are invited to attend free of 

charge.

Annual Ice Cream Party at the Lighthouse
Saturday, Sept. 12, 7 p.m., Lighthouse 

All are welcome to enjoy ice cream at the Lighthouse (575 Park Avenue, in 
Schultz parking lot).

GFC Rock Concert
Saturday, Sept. 12, 7-9 p.m., Grounds for Change 

The band Wolf will play in this first GFC concert of the semester.

Chapel Service
Sunday, Sept. 13, 11 a.m., Ford Chapel

Chaplain Jane Ellen Nickell leads a service of healing, using a story about 
Jesus’ “hands-on” healing of a man who was deaf and mute (Mark 7:31-37). 

Come early for a light breakfast.

Roman Catholic Mass
Sunday, Sept. 13, 6:30 p.m., Ford Chapel

Catholic Mass is celebrated by Catholic Campus Minister Father Jeff Lucas.

Rosh Hashanah Dinner and Service
Sunday, Sept. 13, 6:30 p.m. dinner, 7:30 p.m. service, Jewish Community 

Center, corner of Park Avenue and Allegheny Street
The observance continues on Monday, Sept. 14, with a service starting at 

9:30 a.m., also at the JCC.

Information Session for Nicaragua 2016 EL Seminar
Monday, Sept.14, 12:15-1:15 p.m., Campus Center 206

The 2016 Experiential Learning Seminar to Nicaragua will be led by Kirsten 
Peterson (Pre-Professional Advising) and Jim Fitch (Career Education) and 

includes a 14-day immersion experience. 

Information Session for Senegal 2016 EL Seminar
Monday, Sept. 14, 12:15-1 p.m., Ruter Hall 300

Led by Professors Laura Reeck (French, International Studies) and Steve 
Onyeiwu (Economics, International Studies), EL Senegal asks students to 

discover, explore and ultimately compare and contrast urban and rural life 
in contemporary Senegal. 

Information Session for Austria, Germany and the Czech Republic 2016 
EL Seminar

Tuesday, Sept. 15, 7 p.m., Room M106, Arnold Hall
Led by Professors Lowell and Julie Hepler (Music), this European travel 

seminar focuses on the important composers and musical landmarks 
of Vienna and Salzburg in Austria, Leipzig and Weimar in Germany, 

and Prague in the Czech Republic in addition to the Esterhaza Palace in 
Hungary.

Carrden Market
Wednesday, Sept. 16, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Campus Center

Purchase organically grown produce from Allegheny’s own Carrden.

Information Session for Sri Lanka 2016 EL Seminar
Thursday, Sept. 17, 12:15-1:15 p.m., Campus Center 301/302

The 2016 Experiential Learning Seminar to Sri Lanka will be led by 
Professors Ishita Sinha Roy (Communication Arts) and Darren Miller 
(Art). This 21-day exploration of Sri Lanka will be held May 16-June 8, 

2016. 

Constitution Day Address by Attorney Michael Piotrowski
Thursday, Sept. 17, 7 p.m., Tillotson Room of the Tippie Alumni Center

The Center for Political Participation hosts the college’s annual Constitution 
Day address. Attorney Michael Piotrowski, general counsel, Ohio Fraternal 
Order of Police, will speak on the constitutional limitations on police use of 

deadly force. 

EVENTS CALENDAR CONT.



September 11, 2015 AlleghenyCampus.com4 The Campus
[opinion]

The attention-grabbing reality show that is the presidential primaries

Sorry guys, but this one 
is going to be for the ladies. 
That being said, everyone can 
learn a thing or two about this 
somehow-controversial topic.  

As many of us know, there 
is a huge gap between male 
and female sexuality.  Male 
sexuality is often societally 
encouraged and open. On the 
other hand, female sexuality 
is overlooked, if not discour-
aged, and almost considered 
shameful.  

It is common knowledge 
that boys begin to explore 
and pleasure themselves early 
on in life.  

However, physical self-ex-
ploration and pleasure for 
girls and women is hardly 
talked about, widely discour-
aged and shamed.  Physical 
self-exploration and mastur-
bation are both healthy and 
normal (in moderation, like 

anything else) for everyone.  
Masturbation allows the 

individual to become famil-
iar with his or her own body, 
relieve stress, and establish 
a healthy psychological rela-
tionship with his or her body 
and sexuality.

Female masturbation is 
equally as important as male 
masturbation.  However, 
bringing this topic out of the 
shadows might be slightly 
more important, given that 
female sexuality is taboo in 
most societies.  

Because of this, many 
women are left in the dark 
when it comes to knowing 
about how their intricate bod-
ies work.  If a woman is un-
familiar with her own body, 
how is she supposed to teach 
her sexual partner(s) about 
how to pleasure her?  

There are different ways 
to induce pleasure, and ul-
timately an orgasm, for the 
female individual. Clitoral 
and vaginal (most commonly 

from G-spot stimulation) are 
the two primary ways.  

The clitoris is a small, erec-
tile tissue that resides on the 
outside of the female body in 
the area known as the vulva.  
The clitoris has only one pur-
pose: pleasure.  Every wom-
an’s clitoris is different in size 
and sensitivity.  

The “G-spot” is located in-
side of the vagina a few inches 
up the anterior (front) vaginal 
wall, and just like the clito-
ris, it differs from woman to 
woman in size and sensitivity.  

When stimulated, it can 
cause powerful sexual arousal 
and orgasm. However, there 
are many other erogenous 
zones inside of the vagina.  

The clitoris is considered 
to be the easiest route to or-
gasm. Most women cannot 
orgasm from vaginal stimula-
tion alone, and some women 
have difficulty achieving any 
type of orgasm at all.  

Because female pleasure 
can be achieved by stimulat-

ing different places, there are 
a multitude of ways to mas-
turbate.  

Some common methods of 
masturbation are: hand to cli-
toris, finger(s) inside vagina, 
dildo inside vagina, vibrator 
in vagina and/or on clitoris 
(some sex toys can do both at 
the same time), straddling ob-
jects (pillow, sofa, towel, etc.) 
and so much more.   

Sex toys are not necessary 
for masturbation, but can 
make it more interesting (but 
that’s for another article)!  

So, ladies, I strongly en-
courage you to explore your-
selves and figure out where 
things are, as well as what you 
like and do not like sexually.  
There are too many woman 
who are unfamiliar with and/
or are afraid of their bodies.  
That being said, be not afraid! 
Go forth and explore!

Just the tips: Jilling off and why it’s important
A brief  introduction to female masturbation

By MIGUEL GUILLEN
Contributing Writer
guillenm@allegheny.edu

THE  SIMPLE  THINGS

Comic by Jonathon Yee 

By REPRO CO
Contributing Writer
clarkr@allegheny.edu

The media has, across all 
platforms, taken the prima-
ries and spun them into a type 
of reality show. Treating the 
candidates like red carpet ce-
lebrities besmirches the pres-
idential election and makes a 
joke out of our democracy. 

Kanye West recently an-
nounced his bid to run for 
president in 2020. Don’t start 
laughing yet, though. Re-
member that no one took 
Donald Trump seriously 
when he first announced his 
bid for candidacy either. 

If this election is any indi-
cation as to how the next one 
will be, when we see Kanye 

running in 2020 we can ex-
pect albums and “diss” tracks 
instead of civil political de-
bate points. As for the 2016 
elections, the only things we 
can expect are for the wild re-
marks to intensify and news 
stations’ ratings to skyrocket. 

The primaries have capti-
vated such a large audience 
because of the series of scan-
dals and drama that surround 
the candidates. 

Hillary Clinton for exam-
ple, has been getting heat for 
her use of a private server 
while in office as the Secretary 
of State. This has led to con-
troversy and suspicion over 
Clinton’s motives because us-
ing a private server left her ac-
tivity not only unmonitored 

America’s obsession with 
sensationalism has led politi-
cians to stray away from their 
platform issues to put on a 
show for the general public. 

The presidential primaries 
appear to be cutting into the 
ratings from more popular 
television shows on cable, 
and rightly so, as the elections 
are packed with as much dra-
ma, suspense and outlandish 
commentary as highly rated 
shows like Game of Thrones, 
Empire, Breaking Bad and 
House of Cards. 

The race to the oval office 
is being treated as yet another 
drama series leading up to a 
finale that will air on Election 
Day November 2016.
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but also vulnerable to hacking 
by foreign groups. 

In an election where hon-
esty appears to be valued over 
all else, things do not seem 
to be looking too well for the 
supposed front-runner of the 
Democratic Party. Because of 
the controversies surround-
ing Clinton, the much more 
liberal Bernie Sanders has 
been gaining momentum 
within the Democratic Par-
ty. Sander’s edge on Clinton 
stems from his honest repu-
tation as a genuine politician 
who stands firm in his beliefs. 

The Republican Party has 
garnered a lot of media atten-
tion lately, mostly because of 
the wide array of candidates 
that are running. Seventeen 

Republicans are campaigning 
to become the party represen-
tative in the general election. 

Among them is televi-
sion personality and billion-
aire Donald Trump, George 
Bush’s older brother Jeb, and 
Ben Carson, a retired neu-
rosurgeon with no political 
background. Because of the 
numerous Republican pres-
idential hopefuls, it appears 
that the candidates are doing 
anything and everything to 
steal the media spotlight from 
one another. 

Trump, with his gravi-
ty-defying haircut, has made 
outlandish comments that 
have at least temporarily so-
lidified his place as the lead-
ing candidate in the Republi-

can primaries. 
He has set the norm for 

disarray among the candi-
dates as he has made it clear 
that in such a large group, any 
kind of publicity is good pub-
licity. 

It is a shame this is the 
mentality of the candidates 
because, in the process, they 
have collectively made offen-
sive comments against immi-
grants, women and minority 
groups. These demographics 
are groups of voters each par-
ty needs to win the general 
elections and the Republican 
Party is not helping itself by 
alienating these groups.

The election process has 
lost its seriousness as an es-
sential part of our democracy. 

Caitlyn Jenner’s changing opinion on marriage equality and traditionalism
By TYLER STIGALL
Editor
stigallt@allegheny.edu

Let’s plant a flag here. No 
one should be told who they 
can or cannot marry, and no 
one should be told as to what 
gender they should or cannot 
identify as. With that in mind, 
let’s talk about Ellen DeGe-
neres and Caitlyn Jenner. 

Jenner recently appeared 
on The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show and, in response to De-
Generes’ queries, offered her 
own stance on gay marriage. 
Jenner admitted that she still 

generally holds politically 
conservative views.

“I have to admit that I 
remember fifteen, twenty 
years ago,” she said, “when 
the whole gay marriage issue 
came up, I was not for it.”

Jenner was a self-described 
“traditionalist”, who believed 
that marriage was an insti-
tution between a man and a 
woman.

“But as time has gone on, 
I think, like a lot of people on 
this issue, have really changed 
my thinking to, ‘I don’t ever 
want to stand in front of any-

she was still uncomfortable 
with the idea of marriage 
equality. And then she assert-
ed that her discomfort could 
be superseded by a mor-
al judgment: that marriage 
equality ought to be accepted.

Few conservatives will say 
this and mean it. And, while 
it is still disheartening to hear 
the reluctance in Jenner’s 
voice, it is refreshing to hear 
someone concede that their 
discomfort alone should not 
determine their political and 
moral judgments.

body’s happiness,’” said Jen-
ner.

When DeGeneres pressed 
Jenner, the latter admitted 
that she was okay with and on 
board with marriage equality.

“If that word ‘marriage’ is 
really, really that important 
to you,” said Jenner, “I can go 
with it.”

DeGeneres later expressed 
concern on Howard Stern’s 
radio show about Jenner’s 
hesitantly changing views. 
Marriage equality, as DeGe-
neres argued, transcends sim-
ply conceding the word “mar-

riage” to apply to a same-sex 
union.

“She still has a judgment 
about gay marriage,” said 
DeGeneres of Jenner. “I said, 
‘you’re wanting people to un-
derstand and accept you’, and 
this is like really confusing to 
people.”

Back to the flag we plant-
ed: DeGeneres is absolutely 
correct. Marriage equality 
involves the recognition of 
the legitimacy, both legal and 
spiritual, in love between any-
one, regardless of their sexual 
or gender identity.

Jenner has not convinced 
us that she has come to that 
conclusion. All she has shown 
us is that, like many moderate 
conservatives, she simply does 
not want to be the villain.

The fact that Jenner 
self-identified as politically 
aligned with those who would 
not understand her gender 
identity raises questions. But 
the fact that she is willing to 
change her mind on this issue 
should not be forgotten.

Jenner did something 
brave on DeGeneres’ show. 
She admitted, implicitly, that 
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David Gerard gives presentation on climate change

Associate professor and 
Chair of the Department of 
Economics at Lawrence Uni-
versity, David Gerard gave 
a presentation on Monday, 
Sept. 7 in Quigley Hall about 
the economics and politics of 
climate change. 

It was titled “Climate 
Change is Coming: Should 
We Try to Look Busy?” and 
was centered around the per-
spective that climate change 
is no longer preventable, 
however there are economic 
options available to try and 
reduce the severity of global 
warming. 

“It’s not a simple problem. 
It’s not a problem we can 
solve,” said Gerard. “We need 
to get past the mentality of 
solving and focus more about 
surviving.” 

Gerard used a bathtub 
analogy in his presentation, 
where the faucet represent-
ed carbon dioxide emissions, 
the tub represented the con-
centrations of CO2 in the 
atmosphere and the drain 
represented the absorption of 
CO2 from the atmosphere by 
trees and oceans. The tub does 
empty out however the issue 
is that water is coming in fast-
er than water is draining. 

Currently the concentra-
tion of CO2 in the atmosphere 
is 400 parts per million. 
Pre-industrial levels were just 
below 300 ppm and accord-
ing to Gerard, this number is 
expected to rise even more to 
reach 550 ppm by the end of 
the century. 

Scientists are not certain 
what will happen in the fu-
ture, however they do know 
that the temperature of the 
earth is increasing at an in-
creasing rate. They guess the 

Guest professor takes economic view on global warming
By MEAGHAN WILBY
Science and International Editor
wilbym@allegheny.edu

earth will warm by one to five 
degrees Celsius, with a vari-
ance of three degrees Celsius 
based on understandings of 
trapping heat. However, this 
is influenced greatly by eco-
nomic growth and develop-
ment. 

What bothers econo-
mists, according to Gerard, 
is the chance of catastrophic 
warming which is classified 
as warming of the earth’s tem-
perature by more than 11 de-
grees Fahrenheit. 

To prevent this kind of 
warming, Gerard stated that 
action has to be taken now. 
In order to stabilize the tub 
at 550 ppm, carbon emissions 
have to be cut by 50 percent. 
To stop it at 450 ppm, emis-
sions have to be cut by 80 per-
cent. 

Gerard’s stance on the sit-
uation was that it is not possi-
ble for world leaders to com-
pletely fix global warming for 
four main reasons. The first 
was because economic devel-
opment and energy consump-
tion are inexorably linked. 
There is a linear relationship 
between gross domestic profit 
and annual energy consump-
tion according to Gerard. 

His second reason was that 
fossil energy use is increasing 
rapidly. In 2012 fossil fuels 
represented 67 percent of the 
world’s energy source. 

Between 2005 and 2012 
total world consumption of 
fossil fuels increased by 25 
percent. This is largely be-
cause of economic growth in 
Asia, where fossil fuel con-
sumption increased by 57 
percent during this time.  Asia 
currently has 200 cities with 
populations of more than one 
million and represents one-
third of the world’s energy 
use. In the United States fossil 
fuel usage also expanded due 
to fracking of natural gas and 

the discovery of oil as a result. 
According to Gerard, elec-

tricity usage will be doubled 
within his lifetime which 
creates what he called an in-
tractable problem. How can 
energy consumption be dou-
bled while halving fossil fuel 
consumption? Particularly 
as fossil fuel is such a domi-
nant source of energy for the 
world. 

Gerard’s third reason was 
that there is a lack of seri-
ous political support, even 
in wealthy countries. In the 
U.S. the Environment Protec-
tion Agency recently passed 
a Clean Power Plan. This will 
reduce CO2 by 30 percent by 
2030, however only in the U.S. 
This falls significantly short of 
the 50 percent global reduc-
tion needed. 

Finally Gerard said the last 
problem is that wildly opti-
mistic emissions scenarios 
tend to be wildly optimistic. 
He stated that demand needs 
to be cut in some way and the 
focus needs to start shifting 
to how to reduce the amount 
of warming and how to deal 
with it when it comes, rather 
than on how to prevent it. 

Gerard proposed eco-
nomic ways to deal with CO2 
emissions in order to reduce 
catastrophic warming but also 
maintained that the bathtub is 

Student conducts signifcant computer research

Cody Kinneer, ’16, a com-
puter science major and po-
litical science minor, has re-
cently published two papers 
on his research regarding the 
evaluation of the performance 
of software. Both of his papers 
describe the object of Kin-
neer’s research, a software tool 
known as ExpOse, and how 
the tool evaluates the limita-
tions of the performance of 
database schema-testing soft-
ware.

“We use software every-
where,” Kinneer said, when 
summarizing the importance 
of his work. “There is soft-
ware telling your toaster how 
much heat it should use, soft-
ware guiding rockets that take 
off into space… if you have 
a pacemaker, there’s proba-
bly a computer making sure 
it doesn’t shock you when 
you’re okay.”

Specifically, Kinneer’s re-
search examines databases, 
or systems that manage large 
amounts of data. The financial 
database of a company, in an 
example outlined by Kinneer, 
might contain information 
pertaining to accounting in-
formation, items held in in-
ventory, or all of the transac-
tions going through.

Databases needs schemas, 
or gatekeeper programs that 
determine what types of data 
are allowed to enter into the 
database. 

“In the example of a hospi-
tal database...the schema tells 
you that, in the patient re-
cords, a certain field has to be 
a valid blood type,” Kineer ex-
plains. “So if you’re trying to 
type in a blood type and you 

By TYLER STIGALL
Opinon Editor
stigallt@allegheny.edu

type in negative three instead 
of O negative, the schema will 
tell you no, that isn’t a valid 
blood type, try again.  That’s 
important because if you’re 
looking at a patient’s record 
you don’t want to see negative 
three as the blood type when 
you’re desperately trying to 
figure out what kind of blood 
type to give them.”

Kinneer’s research branch-
es off from the work of Dr. 
Phil McMinn, a Reader (the 
United Kingdom equivalent 
of Associate Professor), and 
Ph.D. student Chris Wright at 
the University of Sheffield in 
the U.K. McMinn and Wright 
have been developing a proj-
ect called Schema Analyst 
that is still ongoing today.

This program generates 
test data entries to put into the 
schemas to see if the schema 
either accepts the test data as 
good or rejects it as bad. The 
program generates tests for 
all of the different rules of the 
schema, so that one can deter-
mine what kind of data is not 
getting rejected that ought 
to be. The algorithm that the 
program uses is known as a 
search-based approach.

“When I came onto the 
project no one really under-
stood what the performance 
trade-offs were of this search-
based system for generat-
ing test data,” Kinneer said.  
“They knew that it worked 
well and that it came up with 
high-quality test data, but 
they didn’t really know how 
long it was going to take to do 
that and how scalable it was.”

Schema Analyst worked 
reasonably well Kinneer ex-
plained, if one enters a small 
input schema to generate test 
data for. The questions that 

Kinneer’s software is designed 
to answer are: what would 
happen if we were to test a 
very large input schema, and 
what point would additional 
resources no longer help the 
program handle large sche-
mas?

As a solution to the prob-
lem of search-based per-
formance analysis, Kinneer 
developed his own software 
system, which eventually be-
came known as ExpOse.

Luke Smith, ’16, a com-
puter science major, helped 
Kinneer develop the software 
over the summer.

“It was just something 
we started in our free time,” 
Smith said.

Computer Science Chair 
and Associate Professor Greg-
ory Kapfhammer has been 
working with Kinneer on the 
project since the academic 

year of 2014-15. During that 
time, Kinneer was selected as 
one of two Cupper Scholars in 
the computer science depart-
ment. 

“This isn’t just a research 
project,” Kapfhammer said. 
“The system that Cody has de-
veloped is something that I’m 
going to use when I teach the 
second level computer science 
class at Allegheny. He’s creat-
ed something that is going to 
help people in industry, it’s 
going to help people who are 
doing research in this area, 
and it’s going to be useful to 
students in computer science.

“It runs the gambit of peo-
ple all the way in their second 
class to researchers at the top 
echelons of their fields. And 
that’s neat, when you have one 
tool, one concept, that does all 
of those things.”

Kinneer has also released 

his software on the popular 
site GitHub, a software and 
programming-sharing site for 
computer scientists in aca-
demia and in industry.

“If you want to be able to 
release your code to the rest of 
the world, you create a Github 
site,” Kapfhammer explained. 
“Essentially, Github is like 
Google Documents for com-
puter scientists. It’s specifi-
cally designed for sharing the 
artifacts and deliverables that 
are important to computer 
scientists.”

Kinneer was also invited 
to present his software at the 
2015 International Confer-
ence on Software and Knowl-
edge Engineering in Pitts-
burg, Pa. this summer. 

Kapfhammer conclud-
ed “I do think that there is 
this sweet spot in the field of 
computing. You have to have 

a great idea, with one foot 
in the realm of theory, one 
foot in the realm of practice. 
Then you have to explain that 
idea to the rest of the world, 
through both writing and 
through speaking. And then 
you have to back it all up with 
releases of software and data.

“[Kinneer] did all of those 
five things. And I think that’s 
what makes this really excit-
ing: that there’s the idea, it’s 
mathematically well-found-
ed, it’s been implemented 
with one foot in the realm of 
practice, he’s done good writ-
ing and good speaking, and 
additionally, it’s now transi-
tioning into practice, both at 
Allegheny, and he’s released it 
to the world, and that’s what 
scientists should do.”

TYLER STIGALL/THE CAMPUS
Cody Kinneer, ’16, works on ExpOse, a software he has been developing, in Alden Hall on Wednesday Sept. 9 2015. 
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going to fill up regardless, it is 
just a matter of how much. 

According to Gerard it is 
popular opinion among econ-
omists that implementing a 
carbon tax would be a pos-
itive and efficient way to re-
duce emissions. Gerard stated 
that when you tax something 
you get less of it and that a 
carbon tax would make alter-
natives relatively more attrac-
tive, even without subsidizing 
them. 

Evan Schweitzer, ’16 is an 
economics major and attend-
ed Gerard’s presentation. He 
said the link between climate 
change and economics was 
something new for him. 

“It was really interesting 
to hear from an economic 
perspective about an environ-
mental issue,” said Schweitzer. 
“It was interesting to see how 
it could be economically re-
duced.” 

Economics Professor and 
Department Chair Tomas 
Nonnenmacher agrees that a 
carbon tax sounds like a good 
option, however he believes 
the implication and enforce-
ment of it could be problem-
atic. 

“I think most economists 
would say...a carbon tax is the 
right way to go about solving 
this problem. And the reason 
why, is that a lot of the alter-
native methods of trying to 
tackle carbon emissions are 
really hard to implement, 
maybe politically very diffi-
cult to implement,” said Non-
nenmacher. “Every system of 
taxing or trying to reduce car-
bon emissions is going to be 
difficult to implement, how 
do you get people to pay the 
tax? The enforcement ques-
tions are ones that are really 
important, and those are re-
ally sticky political questions.” 

 Gerard also ad-
dressed the need to develop 

good institutions to foster 
economic growth around the 
world so countries, particu-
larly developing countries are 
more prepared to cope with 
climate change. 

Nonnenmacher said this is 
evident even within the U.S. 

“The poor countries are 
the ones who are going to 
bear the burden or the brunt 
of anything that deals with 
climate change. We can see 
even in the United States...
when Hurricane Sandy hit 
the East Coast, there was very 
different capabilities to deal 
with that than when Hurri-
cane Katrina hit New Orle-
ans. So when we look across 
the world...we can say, richer 
countries can deal with cli-
mate change a lot better than 
poorer countries can,” said 

Nonnenmacher. 
However Nonnenmacher 

also explained how this shows 
the crux of Gerard’s intracta-
ble argument and therefore 
pessimistic outlook.

“Encouraging econom-
ic growth is one way we can 
mitigate the effects of cli-
mate change. Of course the 
tension is, is that economic 
growth and carbon emissions 
are very closely interlinked 
with one-another, so as you’re 
growing we often see an in-
crease in carbon emissions 
and fossil fuel usage,” said 
Nonnenmacher. “And those 
ties are just going to get stron-
ger and stronger.” 

It’s not a simple prob-
lem. It’s not a prob-
lem we can solve. 

“ “

David Gerard
Associate professor and 
chair department of 
economics 
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30-Day Mindfulness Challenge calendar of events

Playshop Theatre opens season with ‘(Ghost) Light’ 
By LISA HAGENEIER
Contributing Writer 
hageneierl@allegheny.edu

The Office of Spiritual and Religious Life will host a month of events to emphasise the 
importance of mindfulness and spirituality in an academic environment and in life. There 
will be several meditation workshops and guest speakers coming to talk about everything 
from what it means to live, to how to deal with the violence we see in the world.  Aside from 
the events listed below, there will be daily meditation practices every day from Sunday, 
Sept. 13 through Friday, Oct. 9 in the Prayer and Meditation Retreat House at 12:20-12:50 
p.m.  More information about how to get involved can be found at
http://sites.allegheny.edu/mindfulness/ or on MyAllegheny.

Claude 
AnShin 
Thoman 

public talk 
“What Does it Mean to 

Wake Up?”
7:30 p.m. in Tippie 

Alumni Center

Claude 
AnShin 
Thoman 

workshop
 “What Does it Mean 

to Wake Up?”
1-5 p.m. in Schultz 

East Alcove

Claude 
AnShin 
Thoman talk 

“What is the 
Compassionate Response 

to the Suffering and 
Violence We See in the 

World?”
10:30 a.m. at Meadville 
Unitarian Univeralist 

“Sit-in” 
practice

6:30-7 p.m. in the 
Campus Center Lobby

Yoga on the 
Green

4:30-6 p.m. on the 
Murray Hall Lawn

Yoga and 
Meditation 
class with 

Jennifer Hellwarth
4-5 p.m. at Brookside 

Yoga in Meadville (free)

Yoga and 
Meditation 
class

12:30-2:15 p.m. at 
Brookeside Yoga in 

Meadville ($15)

Meditation 
Club 
practice

9 p.m. in Montgimery 
Upper Studio

Meditation 
Club 
practice

9 p.m. in Montgomery 
Upper Studio

13 15 16 17 19

11 12

Meditation 
Club 
practice

9 p.m. in Montgomery 
Upper Studio

22 24 27 Meditation 
Club 
practice

9 p.m. in Montgomery 
Upper Studio

29

LISA HAGENEIER/THE CAMPUS
Joe Bruch, ’17, and the other members of the “(Ghost) Light” perform during dress rehersal on Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2015.  The students participating 
in the show started preparing for it several weeks before the entire student body returned to campus. 

The Playshop Theatre cele-
brated the opening of  its 86th 
season with the stage pre-
miere of “(Ghost) Light” on 
Thursday, Sept. 10.

Starting with extensive 
summer research back in fall 
2013 the company directed 
by Beth Watkins, professor 
for communication arts and 
theater, created a unique play. 
Multiple readings and dis-
cussing fundamental ques-
tions formed a basis for the 
play. 

During the process of cov-
ering electricity issues Brian 
Thumbler and Bob Michel 
joined to support the com-
pany with music, light and 
lyrics.

The whole play is a por-
trayal of the development of 
light and electricity. Engag-
ing popular inventors such as 
Marie Curie and Thomas Ed-
ison, the play tells the story of 
public electricity progression. 

Liz Colarte, ’17, is a the-
ater major and involved in 
the play. She values the vari-
ety of inventors which makes 
the play a unique and original 
work.  She was asked by Di-
rector Beth Watkins to join 
and stayed because it encour-
aged her passion for perform-
ing on stage even more. 

“We touch a lot of different 
people,” Colarte said. “It’s  dif-
ferent to most experiences.”

Coordinating rhythms, 
actions and words from an 
individual experience for the 
spectator with attention to 
details and fine points, the 
company created the perfor-
mance.

“I have never done a play 
like this,” Colarte said.

Nearly three years of re-
search and multiple work-
shops lead to the release of the 
final product.

After the research was 
completed, the actors and ac-

tresses went through several 
workshops to apply to their 
roles, languages and other 
techniques shifting the focus 
from actual research to a the-
ater performance. 

Joe Bruch, ’17,  majoring 
in communication arts and 
member of the cast, is pas-
sionate about every detail of 
the play. 

“I am excited to be a part 
of a play which is completely 

original,” Bruch said. “There 
is not a part I don’t like.” 

Time-consuming, daily 
night rehearsals including a 
huge amount of ongoing col-
laborative work rule the pro-
cess. 

Every member of the com-
pany has its own individual 
and embossing influence on 
the outcome of the play.

Watkins likes the use of 
special props such as shad-

ow puppets, costumes and a 
surprising show of light and 
darkness throughout the play. 
Developed from simple re-
search to a creative play Wat-
kins’ favorite part of the pro-
cess was to find a way making 
the scientific ideas theatrical.

“‘(Ghost) Light’ is a new 
display of student’s work that 
is unlike any other kind of 
research students have done 
before,” said Watkins. “It is an  

interesting way to talk about 
electricity although it’s not a 
lab.”

It is an unusual combina-
tion of science and theater 
representing Allegheny Col-
lege’s values and beliefs, ac-
cording to Watkins.

“(Ghost) Light” is free for 
all Allegheny students, $8 for 
non-Allegheny students, em-
ployees and senior citizens 
and $10 for any others. The 

company will perform at 8 
p.m. on Friday, Sept. 11 and 
Saturday, Sept. 12 in the Glad-
ys Mullenix Black Theatre 
in the Vukovich Center for 
Communication Arts. 

“It is unique to Allegheny’s 
campus” Bruch says. “Come 
see what the Theatre Depart-
ment has in common.”
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                            RYAN YAMADA/THE CAMPUS
Jen Cooney and Caldwell Linker sew beads on a photograph of a home.  The beads were sewn in specific places on the photograph to emphasis certain areas.

             CHLOE KEDZIORA/THE CAMPUS
Steve Prince, art professor, crosshatches a print in his third 8 Hour Project. He wanted 
to focus on our current place in history through his art.

RYAN YAMADA/THE CAMPUS
Alicia Marvan works on 
her piece, based on her 
interests in birds and 
insects. 

8 Hour 
Art 

Streak

RYAN YAMADA/THE 
CAMPUS
Byron Rich, art 
professor, did not 
know what he 
initially want-
ed to do for his 
piece. He wanted 
to emphasis the 
fact that art can 
be spontaneous.

The 8 Hour Projects took place on Saturday, Sept. 5 in The 
Bowman Penelec Megahan Art Galleries of  Allegheny College 
in the Doane Hall of  Art. The college hosted 10 artists to create 

a piece in a 12-by-12 gallery space in the span of  eight hours. The artists 
were asked to consider the Year of  Meadville’s themes, home or place, 
while working on their projects. The works created will be on display in 
the gallery through Sunday, Sept. 20.

The Year of Meadville theme provides inspiration for annual art show
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Football falls to Thiel in season opener game

Gators end game 37-21, Smith earns number six spot in yardage

Tennis teams host 11th Nancy and 
Heath Harvey Gator Invitational GATOR      Updater 
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holmesa2@allegheny.edu

By ALEX HOLMES
Sports Editor
holmesa2@allegheny.edu

LOGAN BATTIN/THE CAMPUS
Cody Schultz, defensive line coordinator and Head Coach Mark Matlak walk off the field after a 37-21 Gator loss to Thiel on Saturday, Sept. 5, 2015. 

The Gator football team 
opened its 2015 season at 
Thiel College, falling 37-21. 

“Our team responded well 
even when Thiel scored. We 
didn’t put our heads down 
and defense improved in the 
second half,” said Nick Mur-
go, ’18. 

Murgo is coming back to 
the team as the NCAC New-
comer of the Year of 2014, 
and started this season with 
10 tackles.

Coach Mark Matlak said 
the team played a good first 
half of offense and a better 
second half of defense.

Through the first half, the 
team was able to score three 
touchdowns before falling be-
hind in the second half with-
out scoring any additional 
points. 

Murgo said defensively the 
team gave up a big play too 
many times and has to be 
more physical as a team.

“We were challenged by 
their quarterback’s ability. He 
was a really good runner and 
he created a lot of problems 

for us. Offensively, trying to 
string two halves together, 
we were a little disappointed 
in the second half. We had a 
really good first half and we 
need to be more consistent,” 
Matlak said. 

The team is using practice 
to improve their technique as 
a small team. 

“We are a smaller team so 
we have to make sure our 
techniques and skills are good 
and we are continually mov-
ing the ball on offense,” said 
Tyler Smith, ’16.

Smith earned the spot 
of sixth highest yardage in 
team history during the Thiel 
game, gaining 260 all-pur-
pose yards, including 170 
yards receiving. This was the 
most yardage for the Gators 
since Terry Hartford gaining 
185 yards in October 2009 
against Denison. 

“It’s pretty awesome,” Smith 
said. “I wish I could’ve done 
more for the team, but it was 
cool to have a good game as 
the first game of senior year.”

Smith gave the Gators 209 
of the 251 total yards at Thiel. 

“We got the nerves out in 
this game and we learned the 

major flaws we can correct in 
practices,” Murgo said. 

Smith said the team can 
take what they learned as 
a team and what they were 
good at and build on those 
lessons. 

“I think you always reflect 
back on what you did well 
and what you need to work 
on, and then you clean up the 
problems that you had and 
you move forward and focus 
on your next opponent,” Mat-
lak said. “You have to have a 
pretty short memory, I think, 
when it comes to all these 
games. You can’t get into the 
dwelling game, you have to 
look forward.”

The team is working to 
build off of the Thiel game 
as they prepare for their next 
game.

“Our team attitude is still 
hyped up, before the first 
game everyone is antsy to get 
out, but now we’ve played an-
other team and have the expe-
rience,” Smith said. 

Murgo said the team is 
working to have a winning 
season and change attitudes 
about the game and the at-
mosphere around the football 

program to be more success-
ful.

“It’s been a rough few years 
and we want to get back on 
the right track, we’ve been 
working hard at practice and 
hope to get on that track this 
weekend,” Smith said. 

The Gators will face The 
College of Wooster on Satur-
day, Sept. 12 at 7 p.m. at Frank 
B. Fuhrer Field. 

“Football is a unique 
game, you only get to play 10 
[games],” Matlak said. “So ev-
ery game is really important, 

so I think people get geared 
for that. The hard part is you 
have to prepare for them, 
you can’t just show up to the 
game.”

The Allegheny men’s and 
women’s tennis teams kicked 
off the fall season with the 
Nancy and Heath Harvey Ga-
tor Invitational, both closing 
1-1 for the weekend. 

The invitational is named 
after a previous Allegheny as-
sistant coach, Nancy Heath, 
whose family begun the invi-
tational in her honor. When 
she passed away, her husband 
Harvey began sponsoring 
an invite for the team. Last 
spring, Harvey passed away 
and the Heath children have 
continued sponsoring the in-
vitational in their honor. 

The invitational was the 
first match of the fall season 
for the Gators and hosting it 
at home allowed the players 
to have more student support. 

“The only thing that chang-
es being home is having more 
people we know watching us 
and more student support,” 
Tyler Triolo, ’16, said. “We 
play 110 percent wherever we 
are.”

Triolo won doubles with 
partner Thomas Manning, 
’16, going 8-4 against The 
College of Wooster. Triolo 
also won singles, going 6-2, 
6-1 and earning the one sin-
gles win for the Gators.

Heidi Mueller, ’19, said 
playing on Saturday was dif-
ferent from previous matches 
she played in high school be-
cause college invitationals are 
four matches without a break 
rather than two.

“For me, adjusting my en-
durance levels to play four 
matches in a row is going to 
be a challenge, but something 
I want to improve,” Mueller 

said. 
Mueller won 6-1, 7-6 in the 

number three spot for singles, 
followed by a 7-5, 6-2 loss. 

Triolo said doing well in 
doubles and winning a match 
gives the team confidence go-
ing into the season. 

“It was a very hot day and 
our players handled it well… 
Doubles play stepped up 
against Edinboro, who are 
a DII school, and our teams 
were able to win over them,” 
said Coach Jared Luteran. 

Luteran said some teams 
came in for a preseason, but 
Allegheny did not.  Gator’s 
tennis only practiced for a few 
days prior to the first match. 

Though the teams have not 
had much time on the court, 
they have goals for the season 
that are pushing them. 

“We are looking to be a 
good force in the conference 

Saturday, Sept. 12

Women’s Volleyball 
@ Lycoming College

9:30 a.m.

Cross Country
Calvin Knight Invitational

10:45 a.m.

Women’s Soccer
vs. Ohio Northern

11 a.m.

Women’s Volleyball
vs. York College of Pennsylvania

1:30 p.m.

and be in the top three, which 
is attainable but we have to 
work hard,” Triolo said. 

In addition to team goals, 
the players have set individual 
goals for themselves. 

“My goal is to use the re-
sources I have, like good 
coaches and team, to im-
prove,” Mueller said. “Prac-
tices in college are more rig-
orous than my high school 
and the team is much more 
dedicated.”

Triolo said if the team looks 
at what they did well and what 
they need to work on, they 
can build upon their skills in 
practice. 

The women will compete 
in the Oberlin Invitational on 
Sept. 11-12 and the men will 
face Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity on Sept. 12. 
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The Gator football team huddles during the game at Thiel College. 


