Chapter II Helen Campbell:

Mrs. Gilman bringe her in as the head of a settlement

on the North side of Chicago. At that time she was t®aching
eooﬂomics in Wieconsin. What I must find just what we had from
her in the Chautauquan. What I remember was that I became
greatly interested in the possibilities in the cooperative house=-

keeping. There had been various stabs at it. The Chicago

settlement was "bittle Hell;>

~~ " " I remember that finally out of the varioua agitations

and experiments my mind settled down to something 11ke this:=-
The possibility of outside laundering - cooperative or commercial.
‘The cooperative experiment was generally amatewrish. That was the
trouble with all of the cooperative undertakings, not put on
the basis of efficiency and a balanced budget. Good ideas but
no administration, the notion that resulted in poor work and
greater expense, the fear that the pecple who ran the thing would
get something out of it. I began to see the difference between
the amateur and the peresaional in business, became an ardent
supporter of dnonaﬂtk&n outside the family - wash day and baking
day. I coﬁld not share Mrs. Gilman's resentment cf the cook stove.
iy first recollection of her was in Washington in 1896 when

ske came as a delegate to a suffrage convention. I was living there

then. (Page 187)
She produced an impression thatiisiquite unforgetable.

She was all over the place : going everywhere that she wae asked, i

and of course she was asked everywhere, Among other thing@fghi ‘;, ﬁ':



addressed the Judiciary Committee of the House of Representatives
cook -

but it was only her attackkzzgthe/qtpgo that I remember. I canit
remember that slender figure , eliéﬁ%i;ﬂjE:Aakf but always
animated face. She stood,I remember, with hands behind her back

a good deal of the time.

I did not run onto Mrs. Gilman oftene now and then
after she came to New York.I remember a talk 1 had with her once
zftrxxxwxx while the History of the Standard 011 Compshy wase
running in McClures and she said, "I ¢an't understand how anybody
can facts a8 you do. I could not possibly co myself
to do 1it. I sit down in the morning and my work comes ocut of
my mindg"® I had a rather humiliating feeling that she thought
the grubbing I was doing, and which I was dignifying by the title
of research was unworthy of a social crusader. However, I think
it would be unfair to underestimate Charlotte Gilman's work; she
researched. It was among living people and she bedonged to the
stumbling group of new socielogiste and read their works. Her
Autobiography shows how she felt and how they came to see her,

The last time I saw Charlotte Gilman was at a dinner
of the P E N in New York; she was working then on her Autobiography,

hed finished it to her 1liking, I took it from what she said. But

~ she complained that the publishers to whom she submitted it found

femxmuzk that she had made more of her physicel handicaps than they
believed wise and at that time she was struggling to persuade them

that the succees of her story was her conquest of her body. She

had won out, producing, working for humanity as she ti' it in lpiti"
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