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Parkhurst Pastabilities

Future
of Gator
Day in
question
By JOSEPH TINGLEY
News Editor
tingleyj@allegheny.edu

A petition to end Gator
Day programming has been
submitted to the College Faculty Council, according to Associate Professor of Economics Stephanie Martin.
Martin said the petition
currently has 20 faculty signatures. The petition lists the
faculty’s complaints about the
event, saying it was originally pitched as a student-lead
event, which it no longer is.
It says this creates more work
for the faculty.
“Some faculty feel that
the Gator Day activities were
pitched on the faculty floor
as largely student-led and as
a community building tool,”
the petition reads.

By CHLOE KEDZIORA •

Junior Features Editor • kedziora@allegheny.edu

Parkhurst Dining Services offers students a wide range of
themed-dining experiences about once a month throughout the academic year. The staff strives to provide a variety of choices aside
from daily options.
Lori Chiodo, director of retail dining, explained what her position entails at McKinley’s Food Court. She has worked for the dining service since Parkhurst came to campus seven and a half years
ago and has been in her current position for two and a half years.
“I run the whole facility, so I have a hand in the menu planning,
ordering, staffing, special events, whatever kind of things we want
to do,” said Chiodo.
Bill Watts, general manager of Parkhurst Dining at Allegheny
College, explained his position on campus.

See DINING page 7

Deadline approaches for diversity fund
By ANGELA MAURONI
News Editor
mauronia@allegheny.edu

The Diversity Innovation
Fund’s proposal deadline is
Monday, Nov. 2, marking the
fund’s third semester of existence.
Allegheny College began

the fund in fall of 2014 in the
hopes of promoting diversity
and inclusion. Diaz said the
funds were relocated from
her office’s original budget to
this one, reaching a total of
$16,000 for the academic year.
“It started through listening to the Allegheny community,” said Ande Diaz, the

associate provost for diversity
and organizational development.
Diaz said that the selection committee grants money to projects that they hope
will have a continuous effect
in fostering diversity and inclusion. According to the Allegheny website, the fund is

Campus community shares voting plans
No

Yes
What
Election?

The Campus opened a poll to Allegheny College on Oct. 28,
2015, asking people if they were planning to vote in the Nov.
3 Pennsylvania Supreme Court election. The poll was
See VOTING page 2
closed at 7 p.m. on Oct. 29.

also meant to speed up the
improvement of the Allegheny campus climate.
“The idea is that these
ideas will have long-term impacts,” Diaz said.
According to Diaz, this
does not always mean that the
funds go exclusively to projects that are continuous. She

said funds can also be granted
to projects that are not ongoing, but that will have a continuously positive impact on
the campus for years to come.
One example of this kind
of funding is the Concepts
of Intercultural Compe-

See FUNDS page 2

“

I think it’s an event that
hasn’t really found its
place. We are competing with at least
one bar downtown
that is offering Gator
Day Eve specials.

Jim Fitch

“

PHOTOS BY BRITTANY ADAMS/THE CAMPUS

Above: Patty Hollabugh, who has been working at Allegheny since 1997, stirs ice into the pasta at Brooks Dining Hall on Oct.
28, 2015 to cool it before storing it for Friday’s weekly mac and cheese. Below: Tammy Meader prepares a student’s order at
the salad station in McKinley’s Food Court. Meader has been working for Parkhurst for more than 11 years. “I like the kids,
and everyone is so nice,” she said.

Director of Career
Education

Associate Provost and
Dean of the College Terrence
Bensel said as of now Gator
Days are scheduled to be on
the academic calendar for
2016-17 on Oct. 25 and April
4. He said all that remains
is for the faculty to vote on
whether to approve the proposed academic calendar.
“Because it required a
change to the academic calendar, Gator Days came about
by a vote of the faculty. As
such, it would only go away by
a vote of the faculty as well,”

See GATOR DAY
		page 3

Allegheny administrators
encourage conversations
By MILTON GUEVARA
Contributing Writer
guevaram@allegheny.edu

Ron Cole, new provost
and dean of the college, has
been hosting office hours
for students. Cole has been
serving as provost since July
1, 2015. His office hours are
on Wednesdays from 12:30
to 1:30 p.m near the WARC
90.3 FM studio in the campus
center lobby. Cole invites students to speak with him.
“If there’s a question or a
concern, I want students to be

able to ask me about it,” Cole
said.
Cole hopes to strengthen
communication between students and administrators. He
said he wants to be available,
visible and accessible.
“By being available to students, I hope that helps our
administration become transparent,” Cole said.
Sue Stuebner, executive
vice president and chief operating officer, also holds office hours. According to the
college website, Stuebner’s
office hours are in room 106

in Bentley Hall. The hours are
updated regularly.
“I think one of the nice
things about Allegheny is that
it’s a small enough community where students and administrators have the opportunity
to get to know one another,”
Stuebner said. “You can go to
the source and ask any questions you have.”
The transparency of administration has been a recurring concern among the
members of the student body.

See PROVOST page 2
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I didn’t register
I did not know there was an election
I have no interest in the election
I don’t know where to vote
I have no way to get to the poll
Other

In the same poll, the Allegheny
community members who said
they were not voting were asked
why, and had the option to check
as many options as applied.

Where You Live on Campus
Allegheny Hall, Baldwin, Brooks Hall, Schultz, Walker,
Walker Annex

Allegheny Commons, Caflisch, College Court,
Crawford, Delta Tau Delta, Edwards, North
Village I & II, Phi Kappa Psi, Ravine

Theta Chi

Where You Vote
1st Ward, 1st District
Grace United Methodist
Church
Annex 828 North Main St.
2nd Ward, 3rd District
First Christian Church
503 North Main St.

1st Ward, 2nd District
Emmaline D. Barco Chapel
Wesbury United Methodist
Retirement Community
31 Park Ave.

According to Abby Lombardi, ’16, the Center for Political Paticipation and the Andrew Goodman
Foundation have already registered more than 180 people to vote during various tabling events.
The organizations will be hosting carpools to the voting polls on Tuesday, Nov. 2, 2015. The cars
will be driven by Andrew Goodman Foundation fellows Imani Prince, ’16, Yemi Olaiya, ’17, and
Brianna Cusanno, ’16. Depending on how many other people utilize the carpools, CPP members will
be prepared to drive as well.
This is the first time the carpools will be running for an election outside of the mid-term or
presedential elections.
Carpools will be available from 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. and from 5 to 7 p.m. The meeting will be on the
end of Brooks Walk, by North Main Street.

ASG committees fill for first time
Allegheny Student Government Chief of Staff Sofia
Kaufman, ’17, announced at
the ASG meeting on Tuesday,
Oct. 27, that for the first time
every position on the College
Committees Council has been
filled. Kaufman announced
the final nomination of ASG
Senator Miguel Guillen, ’19,
to the Academic Standards
and Awards committee at the
meeting.
ASG President Haley Riley, ’16, said being able to fill
every position is something
ASG has not been able to do
previously. Riley said that in
the past, part of the problem
in filling every position was
a lack of student interest and
involvement in ASG. At other times, ASG itself was to
blame, she said.
“ASG in the past has never
really followed through with
filling all the positions,” Riley
said.
The CCC is comprised of
six committees that work to
address the needs of the college.
“Basically, it’s a group of
faculty, staff and students that
talk about things on campus,”

Riley said.
Tess Bracken, ’16, ASG’s
vice president, said it is important for students to take
note of these committees, as
many decisions within the
college are made by or in
conjunction with the CCC.
The decision of the college
to switch from Pepsi to Coke
products in all of its dining
halls at the start of the 201415 academic year was made in
this manner, Riley said.
At Tuesday’s meeting, ASG
also announced updates for
its formal, which will be in
conjunction with Gator Activities Programming. The
event is largely social for
members of GAP and ASG,
however Bracken said she
hopes it will help create a better relationship between the
two organizations.
“There has been some tension between ASG and GAP
in the past, so we are hoping
this will help dissolve that,”
Bracken said.
Director of Diversity and
Inclusion Connor Racine, ’16,
delivered his weekly report
in which he encouraged students, in light of Halloween
on Saturday, to be mindful
that costumes remain respectful to all groups and cultures.
“You are all adults—act

like it,” Racine said.
Racine also brought up
plans for a speaker series
which he said should occur
sometime during the second
semester. The program will be
named after trustee John Herbert Niles, ’59. Racine said the
series will pair students with
professional scholars based on
a shared topic of interest. Both
the student and the professional will speak at the event.

“

ASG in the past has
never really followed
through with filling all
the positions.

Haley Riley

“

By JOSEPH TINGLEY
News Editor
tingleyj@allegheny.edu
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Class of 2016
“There is still a spot open
for a student to come forward
with an issue or paper topic,”
said Racine.
ASG also voted on two
club constitutions on Tuesday. The Knitting Club, which
submitted its constitution at
the last meeting and received
preliminary approval, was one

of them.
The ROTC club received
its preliminary approval from
ASG as well. The constitution
was submitted at last week’s
meeting. However, it was tabled while members of the
new club worked out issues
within the constitution that
were pointed out by ASG.
“[The constitution] includes a few changes about
impeachment,” said ASG Attorney General Eric Chang,
’17.
Chang explained that in
the original draft, the constitution stated matters of impeachment would be brought
to the president of the club.
ASG representatives pointed
out this would not work if
the president was the one being impeached. The amended constitution stated that if
the president were ever to be
impeached, the most senior
member of the organization
would handle the proceedings.
ROTC club’s constitution
will need to be approved by a
vote of ASG before it is officially made a club at Allegheny. The vote will take place at
next week’s meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2015.

from page 1

tence project, which is being co-sponsored by Biology
Professor Catharina Coenen,
Chemistry Professor and Biochemistry Chair Alice Deckert, Director of International
Education Jenny Kawata, Research and Instruction Librarian Cynthia Burton and
Kris Troy, ’16.
The project consists of students, faculty and staff gathering and discussing short
stories by author Ursula LeGuin. The aim was to connect
campus community members
who are involved in the sciences with ideas of diversity
and how they can incorporate
those ideas into their work.
The project only consists of
four sessions—falling on Sept.
4, Oct. 9, Nov. 6 and Dec.
4—and two meetings in the
spring of 2016 for de-briefing
and a public panel discussion.
Diaz said that the conversations held will affect the way
students interact with each
other in the classroom and on
how faculty and staff will interact with students.
Typically, projects can receive anywhere from $500 to
$3,000, though Diaz said the
committee can grant more or
less at their discretion.
“Sometimes people have a
great idea that only needs a
little bit, and sometimes people need a little bit more,” she
said.
The number of projects
the committee approve varies
depending on the requested
funds for each, but the committee has granted funds for
five projects for each of the
last two semesters.
Associate Professor of Psychology Jeffrey Hollerman is
this year’s selection committee chair. The chair is always
filled by someone from the
Council on Diversity and Equity.
“I asked to be on the committee not because I have a
long history with diversity
work, but because I think
it’s important and I want to
learn,” Hollerman said.
Also on the committee
are two students who have
yet to be chosen, and Linda
Lees, the office manager for
the associate vice president
for advancement. According
to Hollerman, funds can be
granted to collaborations between faculty, staff, students
or any combination of the
three.
“We’re...trying to represent
all those entities on the com-

mittee,” said Hollerman.
The committee selects
projects based on collaboration as well as long-term
effect, so no single person is
awarded funds.
One of the most recent
projects to receive funding
was the First-Generation
and Low-Income group,
co-founded by Assistant Professor of English Aline Lo and
Assistant Professor of Psychology Ryan Pickering. They
applied for funds in the spring
of 2015 in order to host a networking event for students in
the fall of 2015.

“

I asked to be on
the committee not
becuase I have a long
history with diversity
work, but because
I think it’s important
and I want to learn.

“
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Jeffrey Hollerman

Associate Professor of
Psychology

“This was our second diversity initiative fund,” said
Pickering.
The group’s event was
meant to give low-income or
first-generation students the
opportunity to gain experience networking, since Pickering said many do not have
experience prior to attending
college.
“We invited alumni to
come chat with students,” he
said.
Pickering said he appreciates the fund. This is the
second semester the group
has received it. Although
he believes they could have
gathered some students for
the event, he does not believe
they would have received such
a good turnout without being
able to pay to have catering at
the event.
“I don’t think we could
have done this without the
funds,” he said.
According the Pickering,
the fund is beneficial to anyone attending the college because it displays the image of
support from the institution.
“I think that shows the
institution’s commitment to
what diversity is,” he said.

PROVOST
Last year, students expressed
their worries during a forum.
Eric Chang, ’17, the Allegheny Student Government
attorney general, acknowledged the efforts of administrators to interact with students.
“Luckily we have a student
body that is willing to voice
their concerns,” he said. “Administration has been trying
to get student input on how
to make aspects of the college
more transparent.”
Chang said some administrators have been attending
ASG meetings. By doing so,
administrators get to engage
with students.
Cole and Stuebner agreed
that office hours provide a
venue that allow individual
students to learn more about
the role of administration and
ask questions.
“I think that one of the
biggest misconceptions the
student body had about administration is that they don’t
care about us,” Chang said.
“Transparency with administration and the student body
has definitely gotten better.”

from page 1

According to Stuebner,
some of the goals the administration are working on
include the diversity action
plan, enrollment and inviting
finalists to fill the role as dean
of students.
“We’re continuing to have
a lot of conversations about
the discussions we started last
year—about what it means
to be a part of the Allegheny
community,” Stuebner said.
Another goal emphasizes
experiential learning. According to Cole, the strategic plan
is broken down into several
parts: internationalization, intercultural experience, access
to internships and connecting
students with alumni.
“We want our students
to be able to gain experience
outside of the classroom,”
Cole said.
Cole, a 1987 Allegheny
alumnus and former professor, said he knows the college
well. Now that he no longer
works in a classroom setting,
he hopes to remain informed
about students.
“The discussions that we
have among the administra-
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CRIME BLOTTER
Oct. 26, 2015
Campus Center
Student being investigated for underage drinking and public
drunkeness.
Oct. 27, 2015
Rustic Bridge
Student being investigated for posession of marijuana and drug
paraphenalia.
Oct. 27, 2015
Ravine Hall
Students being investigated for smoking marijuana in a college
building.

“

My perception is that
faculty would like to
see the structure of
Gator Day cahnged
in some way.

“

Jim Fitch

Director of Career
Education

“My perception is that
faculty would like to see
the structure of Gator Day

Pool Tournament
Friday, Oct. 30, 8 to 10 p.m., Game Room
The top three places in this Halloween-themed singles pool tournament
will win gift baskets.
Late Night: Rocky Horror Picture Show
Friday, Oct. 30, 9 to 11 p.m., Grounds for Change
Dressing up is encouraged. The first few people to show up will receive
props for this interactive cult classic.
Stephen King Dip Party
Saturday, Oct. 31, 1 to 6 p.m., Book House (534 Park Ave.)
Watch Stephen King’s “IT” and “Pet Sematary” and enjoy dips and chips.
Halloween Party at the Lighthouse
Saturday, Oct. 31, 7 p.m., 575 Park Ave.
Enjoy Halloween treats, a costume contest, games and prizes.
Pajammy Jam
Saturday, Oct. 31, 8:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m., Schultz Banquet Hall
ABC’s annual Halloween celebration features food, dancing, games,
contests and prizes.
Dumbledore’s Army Halloween Ball
Saturday, Oct. 31, 8 to 10 p.m., OddFellows
All are welcome for food, dancing, a laser maze, a photo booth and a
variety of other events including a mummy wrap. Wear a costume and win
a prize in a costume contest.
Chapel Service
Sunday, Nov. 1, 11 a.m., Ford Chapel
On this All Saint’s Day service, Nate Saccol preaches. The Communion
service continues with lunch afterward.
Recital by Jennifer Dearden (Trumpet), Susanna Reilly (Cello) and
Kevin Dill (Piano and Organ)
Sunday, Nov. 1, 3:15 p.m., Ford Chapel
Dearden and Reilly will each perform solo works by composers including
J.S. Bach, Kevin McKee and Ralph Vaughan Williams. The recital
also features all three performers in Eric Ewazen’s “Trio for Trumpet,
Violoncello, and Piano.”
Roman Catholic Mass
Sunday, Nov. 1, 6:30 p.m., Ford Chapel
Catholic Mass is celebrated by Catholic Campus Minister Father Jeff
Lucas.

from page 1

Fitch said.
Fitch said he feels that
many faculty members would
like to see changes made to
Gator Day in order to make it
more beneficial to the campus
community.

Muslim Lunch and Prayers
Friday, Oct. 30, 12:15 p.m., Prayer and Meditation Retreat
The college’s Muslim community meets every Friday for lunch and Jum’ah
Prayer.

Dia de Los Muertos
Friday, Oct. 30, 5 to 7:30 p.m., Campus Center Lobby
Union Latina hosts a campus celebration of the national Mexican holiday
honoring the dead. The celebration will include sugar skulls, face painting
and a game involving the Aztec calendar.

ALEÄA REYES Photo Editor

Bensel said.
While Gator Days are slated to continue for the next academic year, Jim Fitch, director of career education, said
there are challenges posed in
planning Gator Day programming.
“I think it’s an event that
hasn’t really found its place,”
Fitch said. “We are competing
with at least one bar downtown that is offering Gator
Day eve specials.”
Fitch said the largest issue
they have is getting students
to attend. He said they have
learned to have fewer events
in order to increase turnout
at those events. Tuesday’s Gator Day, he said, had a decent
turnout. According to Fitch,
none of the events had fewer than 20 students in attendance and the economics department had more than 100
students attend.
“My perception of this past
Gator Day is less is more,”

Society of Buddhist and Hindu Students Luncheon
Friday, Oct. 30, 12 to 1 p.m., Campus Center Blue Room (317)
Meet SBHS students and discuss what events the club should have for the
rest of the year.

Shabbat Dinner
Friday, Oct. 30, 5 p.m., Hillel House
The college’s Jewish community meets at the Hillel House, 314 Loomis St.,
for Shabbat dinner.

TYLER STIGALL Opinion Editor

GATOR DAY

EVENTS CALENDAR

changed in some way,” he said.
The petition currently suggests other uses for the days
which are blocked out for Gator Day. One proposal in the
petition suggests hosting a Senior Project Celebration with
no classes so students could
view the work of the senior
class.
Zach Kaufman, ’17, said
how helpful Gator Day is depends on where you are as a
student at Allegheny.
“I think it depends on
what year you are. A lot of the
events are geared toward underclassman,” Kaufman said.
Kaufman said he feels
Gator Day should continue
because it will benefit some
students. He said the day may
just become more targeted
toward their needs.
“It should continue,” he
said. “Even if it is only geared
toward the underclassmen.”

Presentation on “Entrepreneurial Realignment in Cuba: What Role for
Small Private Enterprise?”
Monday, Nov. 2, 12:15 p.m., Quigley Auditorium
Joe Scarpaci, executive director of the Center for Cuban Culture and
Economy, examines how individual entrepreneurs perceive their changing
internal and external environments in Cuba.
Opening Reception for “Water Water Everywhere: Paean to a Vanishing
Resource” and “Water: Elemental, Mutable, Essential”
Tuesday, Nov. 3, 7 to 9 p.m., Art Galleries
Artist Rebecca Allan, ’86, will lead a gallery talk at the opening reception
for two exhibits that explore our most critical resource, water.
Energy Challenge: ASG Meeting in the Dark
Tuesday, Nov. 3, 7 p.m., Campus Center 301/302
Your senators will dim the lights at this week’s ASG meeting in support of
the Energy Challenge.
Energy Challenge: S’mores and Stargazing
Tuesday, Nov 3, 9 to 11 p.m., Robertson Field Pavilion
Power down your room and join the Astronomy Club to explore the
constellations. Rain date is Wednesday, Nov. 4.
Open House and Birthday Party for Ida Tarbell at The Campus
Thursday, Nov. 5, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Campus Newsroom (CC 314)
Join the student journalists of The Campus for birthday cake and to honor
the legacy of pioneering journalist Ida Tarbell, Class of 1880.
Single Voice Reading Series: Brian Barker and Nicky Beer
Thursday, Nov. 5, 7 p.m., Tillotson Room of the Tippie Alumni Center
Poets Brian Barker and Nicky Beer read from their work.
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Unlike viewers, ancient astronaut theorists are genuine
By EMILY GREENE
Staff Writer
greenee@allegheny.edu

According to the Ancient
Astronaut Theory, there is
a strong likelihood that human civilization was able to
develop because throughout
history aliens have intervened
and gifted us with their technology.
Without the guidance of
“ancient astronauts” that may
have hailed from the Sirius
star cluster, humanity never
would have flourished. Stonehenge, the Pyramids at Giza
and all of our most treasured
ancient cultural sights are the
products of alien intervention, and if we knew how to
use them properly, we may
be able to contact our interstellar benefactors. Although
there is no concrete evidence
to prove these things, mainstream scientists cannot directly disprove them.

These are all claims made
by the ancient astronaut theorists from the History Channel show “Ancient Aliens.”
Very few people take ancient
aliens and the rotating cast of
theorists seriously, and yet the
show has survived for eight
seasons and more than 100
episodes have aired.
It has even earned the
cultural badge of honor that
comes with becoming an internet meme: a screencap
from season one of Ancient
Aliens shows the star and producer Giorgio A. Tsoukalos
and his signature hair.
Very few people tune in to
this show to learn about what
they believe is the true history of mankind. Most viewers
watch “Ancient Aliens” because television programs no
longer have to be substantive
for us to want to watch them.
Instead, we are entertained
by things that make us feel

better about our own lives
and more secure in our own
intelligence. In his essay “E
Unibus Pluram: Television
and U.S. Fiction” David Foster Wallace explores this idea.
“Not only are sincerity and
passion now ‘out,’ but TVwise, the very idea of pleasure
has been undercut,” Wallace
wrote. “TV can flatter [us]
about ‘seeing through’ the
pretentiousness and hypocrisy of outdated values, it can
induce in [us] precisely the
feeling of canny superiority
it’s taught [us] to crave.”
This craving that Wallace
postulated in 1993 is demonstrated by the fact that today
not one, but three films about
cataclysmic shark tornados
were filmed and successfully
sold to audiences. The American consumer loves to indulge
in things that they can mock.
I am perhaps more guilty
of this than the average per-

son. “The Room” (which has
been called the “Citizen Kane”
of Bad Movies) is frankly one
of my all time favorite films.
Watching things that are ridiculously bad is entertaining, because making fun of
things is way too much fun.
The truth is that ironic appreciation is one of the few ways
in which it feels safe to like
something.
In a 1999 article “Glamor
and the End of Irony”, Harvie
Ferguson of the University
of Glasgow hypothesized in
1999 that this preference for
irony over ingenuity stems
from the fact that we all want
to express ourselves without
the risk of doing so directly.
“Irony, a form of negative
communication,
dissolved
the disjunction by allowing
the authenticity of the inner
self to be expressed indirectly
by affirming its opposite,” Ferguson wrote.

By making fun of all the
Real Housewives of Atlanta,
New York, Orange County
and Timbuktu, we consciously distance ourselves from
them. We all want people to
perceive us as smart and reasonable, unlike, say, a version
of Abraham Lincoln that kills
vampires, Snooki or Giorgio
Tsoukalos.
In the past few years, ingenuity has begun to re-emerge
in pop culture. Lady Gaga
set aside her theatrics and
recorded a jazz album with
Tony Bennett, and Nicki Minaj ended the era of her alter
ego “Roman” and released a
deeply personal album about
her past.
The golden age of reality
television seems to be drawing to a close as the giants of
the genre like American Idol
die out. This denouement of
reality TV comes just in time
for the emergence of some of

the best scripted television in
history (I’m looking at you,
Breaking Bad). Perhaps irony
is on its way out, and honest
appreciation is once more on
the rise.
Once again, I will admit to
being a bigger fan of the ironic watch than the average person. I have seen far more episodes of Ancient Aliens than
I should have. But, I still am
hoping that an era of sincerity is on the way. Many people my age, myself included,
seem to struggle with being
genuine.
Ferguson’s theory was not
off-base: admitting to liking
something seems to reveal
too much about the self, so
we hide behind the things
we dislike and let them do
the talking for us. We should
start letting things be great
again because they are actually great, not because they are
fun to mock.

THE SIMPLE THINGS

Comic by Jonathon Yee

Should some Halloween costumes be censored?
Cultural appropriation is
detrimental to cultural icons
By MARLEY PARISH

•

Contributing Writer

Halloween gives people the freedom to
dress up as anything they want, but costumed
celebrants do not realize that with this freedom comes the responsibility of avoiding offending others.
It seems as if in every small American
town, there is a run-down plaza decorated
with cracked sidewalks and “For Lease” signs
posted in the windows of abandoned stores.
When the Halloween season comes around,
these shopping centers transform into popup Halloween stores.
Behind the sliding doors and the discolored linoleum of the front entrance, one can
see collections of wigs, fake blood, body parts
and walls lined with an assorted display of
costumes. You can find costumes like “Pocahottie,” “Call Me Caitlyn,” “Anna Rexia” and
“Cecil the Lion.”
Certain types of costumes are telling of
an overlooked social issue: cultural appropriation. When culturally privileged American citizens embrace components of other
cultures, even in the spirit of fun, we exploit
historically marginalized groups for our own
personal enjoyment.
“Indian” costumes are a staple of the holiday and have a consistent way of being disrespectful. The Native American community
consists of 562 nations, each diverse in their
own way.
“Playing Indian” on Halloween neglects
the vast uniqueness of a living community
that has been victimized over time. The diverse Native American culture is stereotyped
and simplified to a one-dimensional caricature.
In a BuzzFeed video, Native Americans
don “Indian” Halloween costumes and their
candid reactions prove how wrong their heritage is portrayed in the form of costumes.

•

parishm@allegheny.edu

The costumes have names like “Indian Brave,”
“Tribal Temptation” and “Chief Indian Hottie.”
Adorned with embellishments like feathers, beading and fringe, it becomes obvious
that cultural accuracy did not play a role in
the costumes’ design.
Often lost in the production of these costumes is the sacred symbolism behind the
designs of Native American headdresses.
Only certain members of Native American
communities are allowed to wear feathered
headdresses. Misusing them for a Halloween
costume only fuels the misunderstanding of
Native American customs.
The stripping away of cultural context is
wrong. Costumes built on stereotypes make
Native Americans seem like a group of the
past, as if they are not real people today. Wearing a group of people as a costume is disrespectful. Nobody’s culture should be reduced
to a polyester costume.
Native American culture still exists today.
Stereotypes about “Indians” continue, but
there is a younger generation of Native American fashion designers who have started to
incorporate their culture into their designs.
They have made it possible to respect tradition year-round while making it available to a
larger group of people.
Wanting to dress up on Halloween is not
problematic. The real issue arises when people take an entire group of people and reduce
them to a satirical costume or an over-sexualized caricature.
When choosing a Halloween costume,
self-awareness is key. Think twice when making a costume decision this year, and consider
what kind of statement your costume is making.

Hold thy judgment: intent
matters as much as content
By RACHEL BELSON

•

Contributing Writer

In America today, many people find certain Halloween costumes to be culturally offensive. While some costumes are ridiculed
for being too sexualized or revealing, the most
ardent opposition concerns those costumes
that reflect cultural aspects. Many celebrants
look forward to Halloween as a day for becoming a different person—perhaps someone
you have always admired or wanted to imitate, or something from pop culture that you
found entertaining. Whatever their reason,
celebrants dress up as someone or something
that they are not.
Many people find Halloween costumes
that are associated with race, ethnicity and religion to be offensive. I argue that it is not an
offensive act to wear these costumes, unless
the person in costume is deliberately belittling
or making fun of the costume’s identity.
To begin with, it is next to impossible for any observer to know the exact reason behind one person’s choice of Halloween
costume. If a young American boy dresses
up as a caricature of a German boy, does that
necessarily mean he intends to make fun of
Germans? The answer is, probably not. He
may come from German heritage, or he may
have seen the costume in a store and thought
it would be a cool, novel idea.
Does the age of the costumed play a role in
the idea that someone’s Halloween costume is
offensive? I believe so. Last year, at Allegheny
College, a student was accused of making fun
of Native Americans because she dressed up
as Pocahontas. Her accusers did not realize
that the student was dressing up as the fictional Disney character, rather than the historical
figure. The character that the student was emulating came from a piece of Disney-created
fiction; the titular character is considered a
Disney princess.

•

belsonr@allegheny.edu

Every year, Halloween celebrants dress
up as other Disney princesses, such as Aurora from “Sleeping Beauty”, Cinderella, Snow
White and Jasmine from Aladdin. These costume-wearers are never accused of being culturally offensive, even though many of these
princesses were considered stereotypically
European, and Jasmine was Middle-Eastern.
Observers find it more offensive when an
American dresses up as Pocahontas because
of how early European settlers treated Native
Americans during colonial times.
With regard to religion, I do not believe
that a costume is offensive as long as you are
wearing it out of admiration and with respect.
Furthermore, I do not believe that this student
was wrong for dressing up as Pocahontas, and,
for that matter, I believe it would not be wrong
to dress up as a Native American. Many students may want to celebrate an outside culture
or embrace partial Native American heritage.
I personally know someone this year who
is dressing up as Pope Francis. His group of
friends is concerned with how he will be treated because of his costume choice. He plans
on wearing this costume for two reasons: he
admires what Pope Francis stands for, and he
believes that it will be a unique costume that
no one else will have thought to wear. Most
people will not know his purpose, but he is
not wearing the costume to be offensive.
In my opinion, as long as you are not belittling a culture—a race, ethnicity or religion—
you should be allowed to wear any costume
you want. For all we know, you could be
wearing it purely out of admiration for what
it represents. If you find a costume offensive,
before accusing the wearer, take the time to
discover their reasoning and their ideas behind the costume choice. It may not be what
you think.
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Annual energy challenge in progress
Allegheny College is currently in the third week of its
annual energy challenge. At
the end of week two, energy
usage has been reduced by a
total of 64,277 kilowatt hours
and $5,518 has been saved as
a result. The challenge spans
four weeks of the year and has
been running for six years.
“It’s a yearly event, where
for roughly one month, so
four weeks, the school has a
campaign to reduce electricity
consumption as much as possible across academic buildings, dormitories, really the
whole campus,” said Bennett
Gould, ’17.
Gould is running this
year’s challenge along with
Sonya Korzenewski, ’18, as
substitutes for sustainability
coordinator Kelly Boulton
who is on maternity leave. The
two have split up duties with
Korzenewski focusing on the
publicity side of the challenge
and Gould working on data
collection and analysis.
Data collection began on
Oct. 2 with the first week acting as a baseline period. The
final day of data collection
is Nov. 6. The data collected
during the challenge is compared to data collected during
the baseline period in order
to show changes in electricity
consumption.
“We are able to compare
[results] to the baseline preceding the challenge and
from that calculate energy
savings in terms of the energy
itself that has been saved, how
much money has been saved
[and] percentage reduction,”
said Gould. “The ultimate
goal of the challenge is to say
this is how much money we
saved over the course of the
four weeks and then reinvest
that money into various campus sustainability initiatives.”
Savings from the 2010 to
2013 challenges were used to

install a total of 24 solar panels on the roof of Steffee Hall
of Life Sciences. These panels provide seven kilowatts
of combined solar power. In
2014 the money was used to
fund the installation of 11
new filtered water refill stations around campus, which
are in the process of being installed.
This year’s money saved
from the challenge, along
with donor funding will be
used to invest in a fleet of
electric pedal assist bicycles,
renewable chargers for the
batteries for the bicycles and a
bike shelter. The bicycles will
become part of the campus
bikeshare program fleet.
The exact model of bicycle has not been determined
yet according to Gould, but
all have some form of battery
and motor that can be used to
assist with pedalling.

“

It’s not just saving and
reducing our consumption...it’s more
about having fun
events and really reinvesting that money
into the campus in a
project that students
care about.
Bennett Gould
Class of 2017

“

By MEAGHAN WILBY
Science/Interntational Editor
wilby@allegheny.edu

“For example, if you ride
downtown and then you’re
struggling to get back uphill,
you engage the electric assist
and it helps power its way
back up,” said Gould.
Currently the bikeshare
program has a fleet of about
15 bicycles according to
Gould, which are housed at
the library. Students are able
to check out a bicycle for a
week at a time, and the pro-

cess will remain similar for
the new electric pedal assist
bikes.
“It’s not just saving and
reducing our consumption
for the sake of reducing consumption,” said Gould. “It’s
more about having fun events
and really reinvesting that
money into the campus in
a project that students care
about, that students have said
‘Hey this is something we
want’ and that is visible to students.”
Every year various organizations and groups on campus host events throughout
the challenge. Some events
this year included Grounds
for Change Unplugged Open
Mic, Meditation Club’s Yoga
in the Dark, the Outing Club’s
Night Hike and Dumbledore’s
Army’s Glow in the Dark
Quidditch.
For the last week of the
challenge, Allegheny Student
Government is holding its
meeting in the dark and the
Astronomy Club is hosting
S’mores and Stargazing at
Robertson Field Pavilion on
Nov. 3.
To help engage the campus,
weekly results of the challenge
are posted around the college
with summaries of how the
challenge is going and specific
breakdowns of energy reductions by dormitories.
“There is a friendly competition aspect to it,” said Gould.
“Every week when we publish
results, we’re able to look at
specific dorms and say okay
this building had x percentage decrease, this building has
this percentage, this building
went up by a little bit, I don’t
know what they’re doing over
there and that starts a friendly
rivalry between buildings to
be more incentivised just by
natural competition.”
Environmental
science
110 classes also work on various projects to educate the
campus about electricity consumption. Casey Bradshaw
Wilson, visiting professor of

environmental science, teaches one of the 110 classes and
said the students main goal is
to try to change behavior in a
positive way.
“So they’re not pointing
their fingers at people and
saying ‘You need to turn of
the lights,’ but their idea is
that they create a fun way to
reduce electricity consumption using fun theory and
positive behavior changes by
rewarding people rather than
saying ‘Don’t do this,’” said
Wilson.
Projects this year included
creating awareness around
fall break shutdown and tabelling at the campus center
with different trivia games for
students to play.
Wilson said the 110 class is
important because it is often
taken mostly by freshmen and
it not only increases their own
awareness about the energy
challenge and energy consumption on campus but also
teaches them to build new
habits they can carry with
them through through their
time at Allegheny.
“I think it’s really cool because changing behavior is
something...that’s really, really
difficult, and this challenge
shows that behavior can actually be changed and that it has
a lingering effect for even next
semester and next year,” said
Wilson. “By the time students
are seniors are lot of them are
pretty conscious about the
way they are living and they
way they are consuming electricity...but I think it’s unique
in the way we’re trying to positively change behavior rather
than just scolding them.”
Emilie Bell, ’17, said the
energy challenge increases
her awareness of energy consumption.
“There are a bunch of signs
in my dorm, so if I go to the
bathroom for even five minutes I think about turning my
lights off when I’m gone,” said
Bell.

Challenge progress
for week two:

13%
64,277

reduction
in electricity consumption!

kilowatt hours saved

$5,518

saved

Dorm Results:
1-Crawford - 24% reduction
2-Caflisch - 23% reduction
3-Baldwin - 19% reduction
4-Walker - 23% reduction
5-Schultz - 20% reduction
6-Brooks - 20% reduction
7-North Village I - 4% reduction
8-Phi Kappa Psi - 2% increase
9-Allegheny Hall - 19% increase
10-Delta Tau Delta - 75% increase

11-Ravine - 20% increase
Information contributed by Bennett Gould.

Recorded energy reduction results from 2010 to 2014

Advisers stress the importance of experience
By LISA HAGENEIER
Staff Writer
hageneierl@allegheny.edu

Science majors at Allegheny College are offered a
wide range of opportunities
to gain experience as undergraduates. Various postgraduate fields require experience
either through research or
internships for a successful
career.
Jim Fitch, director of career education, stresses the
importance of internships
and its influence on a student’s future. He said students
can also gain great experience
by practicing research. A major benefit of research is the
opportunity to practically apply and use skills learned in a
classroom.
“From the core of my being

I believe that internships are
important for all students,”
said Fitch. “I know employers
want to see more than strong
academics.”
Fitch emphasized that
many internships offered
through Allegheny are well
funded by the National Science Foundation. This organization provides Research
Experience for Undergraduates. It’s webpage provides
an overview of a variety of
internships affiliated with science programs at Allegheny.
“Each one of those opportunities will bring in roughly ten students,” said Fitch.
“Each one will come roughly
with a $8,000 funding package.”
The experience students
gain in research internships
is beneficial when it comes
to applying for graduate pro-

grams, according to Fitch.
Jordan Ermentrout, ’16, a
chemistry major and music
performance minor, worked
in a research laboratory in
Tennessee for a summer. It
was a 10-week paid program
with housing and food provided. Ermentrout said he
made a lot of beneficial connections and learned a lot.
“I can absolutely recommend it,” said Ermentrout.
Kirsten Peterson, adviser of Pre-Health Professions,
said that to be taken seriously in the world of business,
students are expected to have
spent some time in their respective field.
“There is really an expectation on the part of the
professional schools, medical
schools and other health professional schools that students
are going to have experience,”

Peterson said.
Peterson advised that students should consider taking
internships early within their
career at Allegheny. This allows the possibility to complete several during their academic career, which can help
when it comes to making an
early decision about future career plans.
“Get as much experience
as you can,” said Peterson.
“Sometimes you have to do a
summer of each [field] to decide.”
Pre-Health
Professions
works closely with alumni.
One option it gives students
is a three-week experiential
learning situation, according
to Peterson. Allegheny alumni use their personal experience to teach students practical things a medical graduate
would need in a future career.

In these three weeks students
are given an authentic inside view into working life.
Depending on their field of
study, students can observe a
variety of fields and situations.
Examples include watching
surgeries or learning about
heartbeat listening.
“It gives you a good outlook on what is going on,” said
Peterson.
If there is an alumni in a
student’s hometown, it gives
students the opportunity to
balance spending summer
with family and gaining necessary experience.
Alice Deckert, professor of
chemistry and biochemistry
department chair, said that
internships are different between research and pre-health
fields. Students in research
work in big laboratories rather than following around pro-

fessional employees.
“They get a sense of the
differences of environment
and different lab cultures”
said Deckert. “This is really
helpful for the decision about
what to do after Allegheny.”
Peterson advises students
to work to find out what they
really enjoy, whether it is to
work in a lab or to explore
other options.
Fitch stressed the importance of experience for students, not just in regard to
postgraduate expectations but
in helping students figure out
what they want to do.
“It gives an opportunity for
the science major to try out
both worlds and think about
where do I want to be,” said
Fitch.
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Hello, and welcome back
Adele.
After a three-year hiatus
from the industry the U.K.
singing sensation came back
stronger than ever with her
new single “Hello” and an album titled “25” set to come
out on Nov. 20.
In 2012 Adele announced
at the Grammy’s that she
would be taking a five-year
break from singing and songwriting in order to focus on
her personal life, and I do not
think anyone is mad that she

decided to return to the music
scene two years early, except
maybe her competition.
I will admit, I am a diehard Adele fan and would
probably think that her rendition of the ABCs was the
greatest thing since The Beatles, but her new single will
move anyone that has ever felt
any emotion to tears, not unlike her previous work.
The heartfelt, soulful new
album is about the singer reconnecting with herself. The
star posted a note to her fans
on Twitter after the song’s release that explained what her
new album will showcase.
“My last record [21] was
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Hello
from the other side
a breakup record and if I had
to label this one I would call
it a make-up record,” Adele
wrote. “I’m making up with
myself. Making up for lost
time. Making up for everything I ever did and never
did… 25 is getting to know
who I’ve become without realizing. And I’m sorry it took
so long, but you know, life
happened.”
While at first listen “Hello”
could easily be about another
boy, another breakup, but the
song is reportedly about the
singer’s relationship with her
estranged father and reuniting with him. With that in
mind, take another listen and

if that does not make you well
up, I am not sure what will.
The video is no disappointment either. Currently
the “Hello” music video holds
the record for most views on
Vevo after surpassing Miley
Cyrus’s “Wrecking Ball” and
Taylor Swift’s “Bad Blood.”
The video currently has 131
million views and counting.
According to E!, it took Cyrus
six days to get 100 million
views while it took Adele only
five to reach the milestone, a
testament to her fan’s excitement for her return.
In another interview with
SiriusXM Adele said that her
writing process was a slow

one until she found her stride
with “Hello.” She said that she
was initially skeptical about
releasing the single with the
opening line “Hello, it’s me.”
But, after much thought she
said it made sense that, that
was the line she returned with
from her break.
While much of Adele’s music is applicable to her personal life experiences, her music
is incredibly relatable. Her
smooth and powerful vocal
range make her songs an easy
listen and her artistic vision
is unrivaled by almost all female artists of our time. She
is definitely a triple threat in
the music industry.

If I had to name the greatest musicians of all time,
Adele would be one of them.
“Hello” is a prime example of
her ability to portray emotion
and feeling in all of her music.
Her new single did her justice
and made her return to music
a memorable one. I have no
doubt that her album in late
November will not fall short
of spectacular.
We missed you for those
three years Adele, but if this
is the material you are going
to keep giving your fans, we
are glad you took that break,
and man, are we glad you are
back.

THE SOUNDs
OF MEADVILLE: Piano remains musical staple
Shortly after its invention
circa 1700, the piano became
a mainstay of western culture.
Whether it was the forced
lessons as an adolescent,
the Yamaha keyboard your
musical friend had or the
upright at grandma’s house,
the piano has not lost its
cultural significance.
The piano faculty at
Allegheny are here to assuage
your appetite.
Kelli Shellito, ’93, an
adjunct piano instructor, has
been tutoring piano students
at Allegheny for 14 years.
Shellito graduated from
Allegheny College before
pursuing her masters in piano

performance at Duquesne
University. After a total of
30 years teaching piano,
Shellito said she is still being
challenged by her students.
“For me, the most
challenging part of teaching
is the diversity. Every student
learns
differently,”
said
Shellito. “In other words,
there is not one particular way
to teach. I am continuously
changing
my
teaching
methods with every student I
instruct.”
While diversity makes
for hard work, Shellito said
sharing the gift of music with
others is what makes it so
enjoyable. The students are all
very dedicated and are always
striving to achieve their best
said Shellito.
“I have been blessed with

wonderful students,” said
Shellito.
The school also welcomes
Douglas
Jurs,
assistant
professor of music, to the
music department family as

“

We are constantly
engaged
in
a
musical environment
which influences and
enhances our lives, no
matter how small.

David Lynn

Class of 2017

“

By KYLE MURPHY
Staff Writer
murphyk4@allegheny.edu

he begins his first semester.
Jurs was hired for his piano
prowess as an applied lessons
teacher, but his job does not
end there. Jurs also teaches
the music appreciation class,
an introductory music course
in the traditional western
style with a twist.
“The world of classical
music has changed a lot in
the past 20 years,” said Jurs.
“It used to be dead european
white males. My goal is to put
the great music of the past in
the context of the present.”
It is important, Jurs pointed
out, that the students are
engaged in the content. Music
appreciation is a class for
students with no background
in music whatsoever, so
keeping the material relevant
to
individual
students

interests is essential said Jurs.
David Lynn, ’17, is a
trumpet and piano student
at the school who has been
playing for 14 years. For Lynn,
piano provides a greater
challenge than the trumpet
does, allowing him to devote
time to each individual hand,
the harmony of the two, as well
as the overall style. Although
Lynn is a piano veteran, he
represents a community of
music players and enthusiasts
alike.
“Music is not only a
major part of my life, but
also the lives of most of this
campus,” said Lynn. “We
are constantly engaged in a
musical environment which
influences and enhances our
lives, no matter how small.”
While YouTube videos are

a good way to learn basics,
you should speak to any music
faculty member and ask about
classes or lessons said Lynn.
“Our culture today is
moving faster and faster,
music and the arts in general
are among the last remaining
traditions that allow us to
break from that,” said Jurs.
Jurs
encourages
all
students to become involved
in the music department.
Free classes are available to
all students regardless of
experience or skill level. Even
with how busy students are
these days, there are ways to
get involved said Jurs. The
first faculty recital given by
Jurs will be on Saturday, Nov.
14 at 3:15 p.m. in Ford Chapel.
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PHOTOS BY BRITTANY ADAMS/THE CAMPUS

Above: Patty Ann Catilina, a server, cleans up leftover food from a buffet at Brooks Dining Hall after the dinner rush on Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2015. Below: A
Brooks Dining Hall cook and server prepares french fries for the grill station on Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2015.

Behind the scenes at

Parkhurst Dining

While he is the manager,
Watts leaves event planning to
the discretion of the directors.
“I’m responsible for overall
food service,” said Watts. “I
also at the same time need
to give the directors room
to grow what they are doing
and plan and do the special
events and take the glory
for them. They’re doing all
the hard work, the planning,
the logistics and everything
to make it happen so they
deserve the glory for it.”
The dining staff decides
the themes and what will be
served during the meals. The
entire process is a team effort,
requiring participation and
brainstorming ideas on all
levels.
“We just sit around, ‘What
are we going to do?’” said
Chiodo. “For October it was,
‘Well Christopher Columbus
Day, we’ll take that week and
do Italian-American.’ This
coming month instead of
turkey, because they’ll do a
huge turkey dinner down at
Brooks, we’ll do a chicken
wing bar which we typically
do almost every November
and everybody gets excited
about buying chicken wings.”
The themes fluctuate
depending on popularity
and what time of year it is.
Chiodo said that the themed
meals have been around for
at least the last five years. The
staff sets a goal to produce a
themed meal at least every
other month, if not more.
“They’ve been pretty
consistent, sometimes they
go in and out,” said Chiodo
about the themes chosen. “I
think even as great as it is,

“

To be able to take
you out of that world
for a minute and get
you excited about
something else, it’s
really great.

Lori Chiodo
Director of
Retail Dining

“

Continued from page 1

our biggest complaint is, even
with marketing out weeks
ahead of time, that people get
upset that the stations close
for a meal period.”
The manner in which
staff hears comments from
students is not always
consistent. Chiodo said the
two main ways they receive
feedback is from comment
cards or from students
themselves.
“We hear people waiting
in line,” said Chiodo. “We
have some naysayers worried
about the line closing, but
more often than not the
comments are ‘Oh this is
great’ we already heard the
other night at soup bar ‘When
are you guys doing it again, I
have to get here earlier next
time.’ I think we got six cards
on Oktoberfest which was
awesome because the staff
gets to see them as well and
they feel better about going
the extra mile. They have fun
that way and more people
want to do it in the future.”
The dining staff ’s main
goal is to offer diverse dishes
to the campus. While most

of the comments have been
positive, not all students are
happy with the themed meals.
Sam Green, ’17, shared her
opinion on the high prices of
the themed dishes.
“I feel like it’s overpriced
just because it’s different food
and for the portion size it’s just
too expensive for the amount
of food you actually get,” said
Green. “By the time those
events happen people don’t
have enough Kins money.”
Chiodo said that she hopes
students enjoy the meals. The
themes are a chance for staff
to offer some variation.
“We just do it for people
so they have something
different,” said Chiodo. “We
have the same things every
single day, I know being here
all year long, by the time
you’re an upperclassman, as
much as you love coming
and having a burrito every
day or every third day, to see
something else whether you
eat it or not is a refreshing
change.”
In
order
to
find
information about the themes
and dates of meals offered in
McKinley’s, students can look
in multiple places.
“There’s several places, we
post them in [McKinley’s],
we had the soup bar this past
week and we had signs up
only about a week ahead, but
before that at the beginning of
the month we have monthly
marketing calendars that are
available in [McKinley’s],
and if you go to our dining
services website, there is a
link where you can get to the
market calendar and see it,”
said Chiodo. “Within the 48
hours up to [the themed lines]
we put it on MyAllegheny.”

Tammy Holder and Brian Bert, servers and cooks at Brooks Dining Hall, mop up the
main line after dinner on Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2015.
Chiodo and the rest of
the dining staff enjoy seeing
how students are excited by
dining experiences. She said
they want to make eating on
campus as unique as possible.
“I
like
seeing
the
excitement when the people
come in and it’s something
different, they’re actually
excited about it or they say
they’ve been waiting all week,”
said Chiodo. “We’re here
everyday working, trying to
make it look nice, but I’m sure
it’s not a priority to a student
during midterms or when
finals are approaching, but to
be able to take you out of that
world for a minute and get
you excited about something
else, it’s really great.”
Watts said the kind of
service that Parkhurst strives
to provide Allegheny is
first-rate. He pointed out

the differences between
other food companies to
Allegheny’s.
“When you look at
different styles of contract
food companies, some are
around just to pump it out,
some just to heat it up and
serve it,” said Watts. “We’re
more of an ingredient based
company. The drive of our
company is to make sure that
we provide dining services
that are as fresh as we can,
sourced as locally as we
can, realistically and try to
enhance the students’ lives
instead of just providing pizza
and wings.”
Chiodo announced the
popular themed meal that
students will see next month.
“Nov. 18 we will have
a chicken wing bar in
[McKinley’s],” said Chiodo.
“We’ll probably have six

different sauces available,
celery, carrots, bleu cheese,
ranch, that kind of stuff to
buy additionally. That will be
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Pasta
will be closed, so we will have
some signs out letting people
know.”
Chiodo said that the entire
Parkhurst staff is available
for anyone with questions
or concerns. Students can
contact
Chiodo,
Watts,
Stephanie Lang, director of
board operations, or any of
the chefs via email or the
Parkhurst website.

For more information
concerning
menus,
suggestions,
questions, etc., visit the
Parkhurst website at
https://alleghenycollege.catertrax.com/
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Coach Matlak announces postseason retirement

JOSEPH TINGLEY/THE CAMPUS

Head Football Coach Mark Matlak gives a pregame speech to the team for the homecoming game on Sept. 26. Matlak has announced his retirement at the closing on the 2015
season.

After 36 seasons of coaching, Matlak will step down as head coach

A press release on Tuesday,
Oct. 27, announced that Head
Football Coach Mark Matlak
plans to retire at the end of
this season after 14 years at
Allegheny College.
The announcement came
three weeks prior to the end
of the 2015 season. The news
seemed sudden, according to
some students.
“I have been coaching college football for 36 seasons,”
Matlak said, reading word-forword from the press release.
“And it has been a passion. All
coaches live in a competitive
and stressful world, working
to assist student-athletes to be
the best they can be in school
and on the field. Fortunately, I
am healthy, and I plan to step
away from that world to enjoy
some quality time with my
wife and son.”
Matlak looked up and continued in his own words.
“I just want to step away,
need a change. I’ve enjoyed
what I’ve done and it’s time to
smell the roses,” Matlak said.
An Allegheny Hall of Famer, Matlak is retiring as the
longest-tenured head coach in
the college’s football program,
having coached 66 All-NCAC
honorees, 27 First Team AllNCAC picks and the first
football player in Allegheny
program history to be named
NCAC Newcomer of the Year.
Maltak announced his retirement to the team after
practice on Monday, Oct. 26.

Mark Matlak
His last official day will be Jan.
4, 2016.
Several
administrators
from the athletics department
declined requests for phone or
in-person interviews. Athletic
Director Portia Hoeg emailed
her statement from the press
release.
Monica Main, ’17, a videographer for the team, said
the announcement came as a
surprise to many of the team
members.
“It’s easy to tell that the
players are proud to be a part
of his legacy and sad they
won’t finish their careers under the guy that recruited
them,” Main said.
Defensive lineman Chris
Patrick, ’16, said for the
younger team members the
news came as more of a surprise than to the older players who have heard talk of
Matlak’s retirement for a few
years.
“I think to the team, yes, it
came as a surprise, but to me
not as much, maybe after this
season,” said Zach Harvey,
’16, offensive lineman.

Matlak is a great mentor for
the team and is supportive of
everyone, Main said.
Tight end Nick Matic,
’17, agreed. He said Matlak’s
coaching has greatly influenced him.
“I transferred here from
OU [Ohio University] and
from being a student there to
a football player at Allegheny
College is totally different,”
Matic said. “It caused me to
grow up a lot. There’s a lot
more discipline. And he’s always giving us lessons after
practice, pulling quotes out
of books. He’s developed us a
lot, not just as players but as
people too. He makes that a
point, to not just talk about
football.”
Matic said something he
likes about Matlak is the everyday conversations he has
with players and how he goes
about building connections
with people.
“Half the time he doesn’t
talk to you about football. He
wants to know how your family’s doing. How are your parents. How are your classes,”
Matic said. “He talks to you
like you’re a regular person
all the time and doesn’t really mention football all that
much.”
Alumnus player Robert
Taylor, ’05, echoed Matic’s
statements about the relationships Matlak has built with
his players.
“His ability to connect with
you on a personal level, we are
all driven to perform well for
ourselves, the team and him,”
Taylor said. “He commands

a level of respect that makes
you want to produce for him.”
Taylor played four years at
Allegheny, including on the
2003 NCAC championship
team, which continued to the
NCAA DIII Playoffs. Taylor is
a veteran of the Afghanistan
war and is currently a staff
sergeant with the 1st Battalion, 68th Armor Regiment,
stationed in Fort Carson, Col-

“

I’m just looking forward to the last
three weeks of concentrating on coaching the guys and the
games...I’m just going
to enjoy that whole
process for three
more weeks.
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orado.
“The most impactful moment of my time with Matlak was when my father died
during the season,” Taylor
said. “[Matlak] stepped up
and provided that missing
part of my life. He took good
care of me and rallied the
team around me. It is the most
memorable thing in my life,
him taking over the role of
caring for me and becoming
an emotional outlet for me.”
Matlak said his favorite part
of coaching is interacting with

Swimming and diving teams begin
season against Grove City College
By LISA HAGENEIER
Staff Writer
hageneierl@allegheny.edu

The Allegheny men’s and
women’s swimming and diving teams opened the 201516 season against Grove City
College on Saturday, Oct. 24.
The men won 149.5-129.5,
while the women lost 156137.
The team was focused and
reached its goals for the first
competition.
Julianne Reed, ’19, won the
100 backstroke with a time
of 1:02:28. Reed said she was
happy with the results of the
competition. Her victory got
Allegheny one of the top three
spots in the event.
Reed values the hard work
of team so far and said she

is pleased with her performance. Even though the
women’s team could not defeat Grove City, they view the
results as a success overall.
“We focused on working
hard and kept going,” Reed
said.
The men’s team also posted several individual wins.
Frank Chen, ’18, Jack Bailey,
’17, and Matthew Nardozzi,
’19, all had first place finishes. Chen won a total of three
events at the meet, taking first
in the 100 and 200 backstroke
as well as the 200 butterfly.
The men’s team victory over
Grove City was the first in
three years. Nardozzi reached
three additional first places
and was nominated as Gator
athlete of the week.
“It was a pretty good start,”

Reed said. “We did a lot better
against Grove City than last
year.”
Head Coach Kirk Kumbier
prepared the men’s and women’s team for the first meet.
Next to challenging athletic
goals all members also set individual academic goals within their schedule to provide a
strong academic base. During
practice the team is divided
into three groups based on
competition events.
“In the pool everybody improves and we focus a lot on
speed and power,” Kumbier
said.
Rebecca Porter, ’19, outlined the goals the team set
for the first competition. Porter said she enjoyed Saturday’s
defeat against Grove City and
felt good about the team’s per-

formance, as well as her own.
“We are doing pretty well.
We are trying to go as fast as
we can,” Porter said.
The teams are motivated to
keep and reach good results
during the upcoming season
and to improve further. The
team will keep working to improve in competitions.
Looking forward, Kumbier
wants to build upon the positive results reached so far.
“Building on what we’ve
been in the past and even setting the bar higher. There is
a whole year ahead of us. We
have a long way to go,” Kumbier said.
The Allegheny swimming
and diving teams’ next competition is at the Chatham
Invitational in Pittsburgh on
Saturday Oct. 31 at 12 p.m.

the players and being on the
field.
“Everything else pales in
that comparison. The actual
teaching and coaching on a
daily basis is what’s fun about
it,” Matlak said.
Matlak was inducted into
the Allegheny Hall of Fame
in 1989 and named NCAC
Coach of the Year in 2003.
“I think that [my coaching strategy] has continually
evolved,” Matlak said. “Each
team has strengths and weaknesses and you take that and
evolve based on your team,
and hopefully I’ve done that
13 or 14 times.”
Offensive lineman John
Hamblen, ’16, said Matlak
was perfect in the position of
head coach.
“As an alum and a hall of
famer, you wouldn’t want
anyone else in the position,”
Hamblen said.
Patrick agreed with Hamblen, adding that Matlak is
still passionate for football
and loves the game but knows
it is time for a change.
“I feel as though it was the
perfect time for him,” Hamblen said. “We are sending
him off with one more home
game and that’s a big part of it.
It will help us and feed off of
the crowd and the team.”
As Matlak nears the end of
his final season, he has advice
for his team.
“I would say to make sure
you place your priority on
your future and get a quality
education. Allegheny is affording you that right now,”
Matlak said. “If you want to

be good at something, you
must have a passion, enthusiasm and invest your time,
energy and effort to improve
yourself on a daily basis.”
Taylor said Matlak is a believer in the Allegheny advantage and the education the
college provides.
“He wants everyone to keep
their grades up and took time
to help you in your personal
life so you could focus on athletics and academics,” Taylor
said.
Matlak said he does not
have plans for retirement at
this point.
“I’m just looking forward
to the last three weeks of concentrating on coaching the
guys and the games,” Maltak
said. “The games are fun. The
preparation is the most fun.
And the practices are great.
I’m just going to enjoy that
whole process for three more
weeks.”
As the season comes to the
end, the team is looking to
win a game for Matlak.
“I’m looking forward to trying to get this win Saturday
against Hiram,” Matic said.
“Really that’s a must win. We
haven’t won any home games
this year and it’s going to be
Coach Matlak’s last home
game in Meadville. If we
don’t win that, I don’t know,
it’s gonna be a rough day after that. That’s my main focus
right now.”
The team’s last home game
will be Saturday, Oct. 31 at 5
p.m. against Hiram College.

Gator Updater
Saturday, Oct. 31, 2015
Women’s Soccer
vs. DePauw University
11 a.m.

Men’s Soccer
vs. DePauw University
1 p.m.

Football
vs. Hiram College
5 p.m.

