
groups on campus. Most were 
from the anonymous app Yik 
Yak. The protesters said the 
posts were evidence of the in-
tolerant climate on campus.  

According to statistics pro-
vided by the protesters from 
a 2010 college report, only 65 
percent of “students of color” 

The list of demands:
1) Improve reten-

tion of the global com-
munity, people of col-
or, LGBTQ+ faculty 
and students, particu-
larly those involved in 
social justice work on 
campus. 

2) Immediate action 
to address the lack of 
physical and mental 
safety on campus. 

3) Remove socio-
economic barriers to 
success at Allegheny. 

4) An end to the use 
of ‘academic freedom’ 
as an excuse for preju-
dice and poor scholar-
ship to be propagated 
without consequences. 

5) A vote of ‘no con-
fidence’ in Dr. Ande 
Diaz.

6) We demand that 
the administration 
takes no retaliation 
against students, fac-
ulty or college em-
ployees for supporting 
any peaceful protests 
that call for the change 
of institutional struc-
tures. 

MEGHAN STEWART/THE CAMPUS
Steffee Hall of Life Sciences suffered severe water dam-
age on Nov. 22, 2015 after a safety shower was pulled 
and left running. 

An unknown assailant(s) 
reportedly turned on a safety 
shower on the second floor of 
Steffee Hall of Life Sciences. 
The shower potentially ran for 
hours before security received 
the call, causing thousands of 
gallons of water to flood the 
second, first and basement 
floors.  

Campus security received 
a call around midnight Sun-
day morning, Nov. 22, con-
cerning the condition of 
Steffee, according to commu-
nications officer Anna Sny-
der. Campus security could 
not confirm when an officer 
was dispatched or arrived on 
scene. 

Sean Kennedy, interim di-
rector of safety and security, 
said the Meadville police de-
partment is conducting an in-
vestigation into the incident.

The college is waiting to 
hear from the insurance ad-
juster, who assessed the build-
ing Tuesday, Dec. 1, on the 
official costs of the damage, 
but Linda Wetsell, chief finan-
cial officer and treasurer, esti-
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Nearly 20 Allegheny stu-
dent protesters took up po-
sitions in the campus center 
lobby on Saturday, Nov. 21 to 
protest what they defined as 
the college’s failure to secure 
a safe environment for all stu-
dents. The protest was held 
during an Admissions week-
end event. 

As families of prospective 
students arrived for an Ad-
missions weekend, the student 
protesters circulated through-
out the first and second floor 
of the campus center carrying 
signs warning that Allegheny 
was not a safe place for mi-
nority students. According to 
the Office of Admissions, the 
event was attended by 71 pro-
spective students.

Protesters handed out a list 
of demands as well as a doc-
ument outlining the problems 
they perceived on campus 
with facts and figures. 

Ande Diaz, associate pro-
vost for diversity and or-
ganizational development, 
declined to comment on the 
protesters call for a vote of no 
confidence against her, how-
ever, she recognized the con-
cerns voiced by the protesters. 

“I think we can always do 
more and we can always do 
better,” Diaz said.

Diaz said that she believes 
progress has been made at Al-
legheny and that the college is 
committed to continuing its 
efforts to make an inclusive 
environment for all students. 
She said that often the work 
that is done is not visible to 
students. 

Several protesters also 
wore signs with enlarged 
screenshots of social media 
posts which targeted specific 

By JOSPEH TINGLEY
News Editor
tingleyj@allegheny.edu

Protesters demonstrate at admissions event

JOSEPH TINGLEY/THE CAMPUS
Alec Bovee, a student at Penn State Behrend, participates in a student-led protest in the campus center 
lobby on Nov. 21, 2015. See PROTEST   page 2

See STEFFEE   page 2

By CHRISTINA BRYSON
Editor-in-Chief
brysonc@allegheny.edu

mates that the damage to the 
building is easily more than 
$100,000.

Damages to the building 
include water damage to the 
structure as well as electrical 
components, furniture and 
equipment.

“The second floor was 
flooded a couple inches deep,” 
said Cliff Willis, director of 
physical plant. “So it dam-
aged floor tile, soaked carpet-
ing, and if people had papers 
or books or belongings they 
were soaked.”

Water from the second 
floor dripped down to the first 
and basement floors, damag-
ing ceiling tiles, floors and 
walls.

“The duct work insulation 
was saturated,” said Willis. 
“Collapsing ceiling tile fell 
on desks, on chairs, on lab 
benches. So there were things 
that were damaged because of 
that. In one room the lights 
were shorted out. There was a 
mechanical room in the base-
ment that had a panel that 
has building controls that was 
shorted out from the water.”

Willis was on scene short-
ly after 3 a.m., but prior to his 
arrival, housekeeping staff 

Steffee Hall vandalized after hours

was already working to clear 
the water. The shower had 
been shut off by the time Wil-
lis arrived.

“They were trying to get 
it cleaned up,” said Willis. “It 
was beyond their capability 
with the equipment they had. 
I notified a company called 
Fire, Water, Restoration...they 
had their first person on staff 
shortly after 5 [a.m.]”

The repair company 
worked with housekeeping to 
vacuum the water and then 
dry the building. Fans were in 
the building from Nov. 22-30. 
The college expects structural 
repairs to be completed over 
winter break.

Following the incident, 
some Allegheny community 
members expressed concern 
over the drainage system in 
Steffee, saying the lack of 
drains in the building may 
have contributed to the flood-
ing.

Provost Ron Cole main-
tained however that there was 
not a plumbing issue.

“The safety shower in 
question wasn’t malfunction-
ing, there’s no damage to it, 
it wasn’t broken,” said Cole. 

Three floors experience water damage
ASG 
votes 
down 
conduct 
policy

By JOSEPH TINGLEY
News Editor
tingleyj@allegheny.edu

Allegheny Student Gov-
ernment voted down an 
amended version of the stu-
dent code of conduct on Dec. 
1, 2015 citing the codes lack of 
enforcement of the statement 
of community and ambigu-
ities in disciplinary sanctions 
as the primary reasons for the 
rejection. 

Interim Dean of Students 
Jacquie Kondrot and Direc-
tor of Student Conduct and 
Development Joe Hall were 
at the meeting to present the 
amended policy and heard 
student concerns regarding 
the proposed policy. 

Connor Racine, ’16, spoke 
directly to Kondrot, saying 
the campus community had 
little faith in the enforcement 

See ASG   page 2
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Where will your science 
degree take you?

Whether you’re finishing undergraduate 
studies in science, health sciences 
or engineering, a graduate degree in 
pharmaceutical sciences can improve 
your marketability and career prospects. 
Duquesne University can prepare you 
for a successful career in research or 
management in health care institutions, 
academia, industry and government.

M.S. and Ph.D.
Medicinal Chemistry
Pharmaceutics
Pharmacology

M.S.
Pharmacy Administration

Find out how to launch a promising career 
in the pharmaceutical sciences by visiting: 
duq.edu/graduate-pharmacy

Since the previous direc-
tor’s departure, Interim Di-
rector of Safety and Security 
Sean Kennedy has begun to 
execute his plans for change 
at Allegheny, one of which 
was a better implementation 
of Title VII. 

“[A] summary of Title VII 
is treating everybody with re-
spect and dignity,” Kennedy 
said. 

Kennedy said his goal is 
to get the “best practices” in 
place, or the most effective 
strategies that he has found 
at the various institutions at 
which he has worked. 

Kennedy said improving 
the implementation of Title 
VII will apply to security pa-
trols, interactions with stu-
dent government and almost 
anything else that happens on 
campus involving safety and 
security. 

“Everything you do should 
be treating everyone with re-
spect and dignity,” he said. 

Allegheny Student Gov-
ernment President Haley Ri-
ley, ’16, said Kennedy has also 
been in contact with student 
government  and has been re-
laying some of his other plans 
with ASG. 

“He talked about want-
ing to involve students a lot,” 
Riley said. “He talked about 
having student government 
and student leaders come and 
talk to security.” 

According to Riley, Kenne-
dy also wants to instill a great-
er sense of community among 
the security guards, saying 

that the guards should have 
had this long ago. 

“They’ve just needed better 
leadership,” Riley said. 

Riley said Kennedy is plan-
ning to do sensitivity training 
with security guards, and that 
they have been holding week-
ly security meetings to voice 
concerns and hold discus-
sions. 

Sophie Dodge, ’18, also 
had contact with Kennedy 
when he met with the Coun-
cil on Diversity and Equity, 
of which she is a member. 
She said Kennedy described 
a need to have officers sign 
an accountability sheet saying 
that they have completed sen-
sitivity training and seen the 
Museum of Tolerance videos. 

“They do videos to help 
people with social issues,” said 
Randall Violette, ’17, who is 
also a member of CODE. 

According to Violette, 
these videos are meant to help 
viewers be more sensitive to 
people’s identities, whether 
those identities are visible or 
not. 

Dodge said Kennedy told 
CODE that he has had officers 
sign the accountability sheet 
at many of the institutions 
where he has worked. 

Violette and Dodge agree 
that Kennedy is still figuring 
out exactly what needs done 
since he is still new, having 
only begun on Nov. 9, 2015. 
However, both are hopeful for 
the changes that he will make 
since he is so experienced in 
his field. 

“I’m hoping that will trans-
late to actual results in the 
end,” Dodge said. 

By ANGELA MAURONI
News Editor
mauronia@allegheny.edu

Interim director of 
safety and security 
implements changes

felt comfortable with the cli-
mate on campus, as opposed 
to 83 percent of white stu-
dents.  

“There’s just been a lot of 
tension on campus,” said Izo-
duwa Idehen-Amadasun, ’18. 
“We saw a lot of hate on Yik 
Yak last year.” 

Idehen-Amadasun said 
part of the reason for the pro-
test was to inspire some kind 
of action. She said the con-
versations have been going on 
for a long time on inclusivity, 
however substantive changes 
have not been made. 

Brianna Cusanno, ’17, 
said the other issue frustrat-
ing many students is the high 
rate of turnover in positions 

devoted to attaining greater 
equality and diversity on cam-
pus. She cited the departure of 
two directors of The Center 
for Intercultural Advance-
ment and Student Success, 
after less than three semes-
ters at the college, including 
Armenta Hinton and valerie 
guerrero, as examples. 

“I can tell you it’s because 
they are exhausted by the cli-
mate on this campus,” Cusan-
no said. 

Cusanno said with the loss 
of such positions on campus, 
many students feel the situa-
tion is not improving because 
there is no one to move the 
issue forward. 

“We just feel no substan-

tive changes are being made 
and meanwhile our mentors 
are leaving,” Cusanno said. 

Allegheny Student Gov-
ernment Director of Diversity 
and Inclusion Connor Racine, 
’16, explained the decision to 
protest at an admissions event 
was not an accident. 

“We need to make sure 
that we are bringing in stu-
dents who are dedicated to 
social change,” Racine said. 

Ron Cole, provost and 
dean of the college, was at the 
admissions event and spoke 
with some of the protesters 
regarding their concerns. 

“We talked about some of 
the change that has to happen 
on campus, which I support,” 

Cole said. “That change has 
been slow and I recognize that 
it has been slow.” 

Cole said he was pleased 
the protesters allowed the 
admissions team to do their 
job and said the reactions he 
heard about the protest were 
largely positive. In a written 
statement, Cole also voiced 
his support of the work Diaz 
has done on campus. 

Cornell LeSane, dean of 
admissions, reported similar 
reactions from the visitors he 
spoke with. He said the event 
helped showcase the level of 
student activism on campus. 

“We have students who 
care about national issues,” 
LeSane said. 

STEFFEE from page 1

PROTEST from page 1

“The way it works is you pull 
on a chain to pull it on and 
you pull on a chain to pull it 
off. It was never turned off. 
Nothing indicates there was 
any plumbing malfunction.”

Lauren French, chair of the 
biology department, said the 
damage to Steffee went be-
yond the physical destruction.

“Insurance isn’t going to 
cover so and so’s senior proj-
ect and all the hours they put 
into that. Insurance will cover 
some, I emphasize some, of 
the material things and struc-
tural things,” said French.

Cole echoed French’s sen-
timent, saying he was disap-
pointed with the vandalism.

“It affects everybody on 
campus because ultimately 
the costs for repairs and re-
placement of equipment is 
going to take away from other 
initiatives we may have had 
going on this year,” said Cole.

Once the claim is filed, the 
college pays a $25,000 deduct-
ible that comes from the col-

ASG from page 1

of the statement of communi-
ty. 

“At the moment the sen-
timent is that the conduct 
policy is not holding students 
accountable for violating that 
policy,” said Racine. 

Racine said that, at pres-
ent, violations of the state-
ment of community, which 
can include racist, sexist or 
homophobic comments, are 
not grounds for disciplinary 
sanctions. He said these in-
cidents are used as “teaching 
moments” instead.  

In response, Kondrot said 
time was needed to imple-
ment a sanctioning policy for 
the statement of community. 

“The question is where do 
you put the teeth and how do 
you do it,” Kondrot said. 

Racine replied that the col-
lege has had plenty of time to 
discuss and address the issue. 

“We do a lot of stating our 
commitment to these things 
but not a lot of doing some-
thing about them,” Racine 

said. 
Other members of ASG 

voiced concerns about the 
section of the policy dealing 
with disciplinary sanctions, 
saying the language was too 
vague on what constituted a 
policy violation. Kondrot said 
the issue of how specific to be 
on what actions could result 
in sanctions was discussed 
while the policy was being 
written. 

“These are meant to give 
people a general idea of 
what an appropriate sanction 
would be,” Kondrot said. 

The amended policy also 
included a section the right 
of the college to revoke or re-
ject a degree or diploma. Hall 
explained that an example in 
which this policy would be 
implemented would be if it 
was learned a senior had pla-
giarized their senior compre-
hensive project. 

“If an accusation was made 
there still would be a process,” 
Hall said.  

lege’s operating budget.
“We will have to judge 

what, if anything, will have 
to change in what we are do-
ing,” said Cole. “My point is 
though this is not something 
we should have to absorb. It’s 
just senseless. It’s maddening. 
We should have a greater ap-
preciation for our, I can’t even 
think of the words I’m rath-
er frustrated about it. It just 
shows a lack or respect and 
a lack of appreciation for our 
initiatives on campus. I’m not 
happy about it.” 

In addition to the deduct-
ible, French made clear that 
some senior projects and re-
search projects which were 
affected will now require ad-
ditional costs to complete the 
research. 

Disappointment in the in-
cident was shared by Wetsell, 
Cole, French and Willis.

“It’s a shame that some-
body did this,” said Willis. 
“To me, vandalism is an act of 
cowardice.”

ADVERTISEMENT
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EVENTS CALENDAR

Muslim Lunch and Prayers
Friday, Dec. 4, noon to 1:30 p.m., Prayer and Meditation Retreat 

The college’s Muslim community meets for lunch and Jum’ah Prayer.

Shabbat Service and Dinner
Friday, Dec. 4, 5 p.m., Jewish Community Center

Hillel is holding its final Shabbat service for the semester, followed by a home-
cooked dinner.

Light Up Meadville
Friday, Dec. 4, 5:30 p.m., Downtown Meadville

Shuttles will leave Brooks Walk from 6 to 7 p.m. and return to campus from 9 
to 10 p.m. The event will include First Friday specials at local businesses, horse-
drawn carriages, live music at Market House, free cookies, hot cocoa, and more.

French Movie Night: “Le diner de cons”
Friday, Dec. 4, 5:30 p.m., North Village I Lobby

“Le diner de cons” tells the story of Pierre Brochant, a Parisian publisher who 
attends a weekly “idiots’ dinner,” where guests must bring along an “idiot” the 

other guests can ridicule.

Screening of Documentary “The House I Live In”
Friday, Dec. 4, 6:30 p.m., Quigley Auditorium

Student Alliance for Prison Reform will show a documentary about mandatory 
minimum sentences for drug offenses and the War on Drugs as a larger issue. A 

discussion will follow, and pizza will be provided.

First Friday at Park Avenue Cinema
Friday, Dec. 4, check Chompergram for showtimes

Show your Allegheny ID for a free movie and small popcorn, courtesy of GAP.

Year of Meadville Event: “A Light Bulb Moment”
Friday, Dec. 4, 8 p.m., Gardner Theatre, Market House

Share your stories at this open-mic storytelling event. Prepare a piece 
beforehand, or speak from your inspiration in the moment. Free cookies and 

hot cocoa will be provided.

Late Night Event: Make a Galaxy T-shirt with the Astronomy Club
Friday, Dec. 4, 10 p.m., Campus Center Lobby

Use bleach and a variety of paints to create an astronomical masterpiece you 
can wear. T-shirts will be provided, but supplies are limited. Bring a plastic bag 

to transport your T-shirt home.

December Service Saturday
Saturday, Dec. 5, meet in Pelletier Library at 8:30 a.m. for breakfast

Participate in a one-day local service project in Crawford County. Projects last 
from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Sign up on My Allegheny.

Senior Brunch
Saturday, Dec. 5, 11 a.m., Schultz Banquet Hall

ASG Senators invite seniors for brunch and mimosas to celebrate seniors who 
are de-comped and to wish well those who have yet to de-comp.

Reiki for Finals
Saturday, Dec. 5, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Prayer and Meditation Retreat

The Meditation Club brings to campus three certified Reiki practitioners, 
who will be offering free 20-minute treatments to members of the Allegheny 

community. Reiki is a technique used to promote relaxation by balancing 
the energy in the body. Walk-ins are welcome, or make an appointment by 

emailing pellegrinil@allegheny.edu.

Concert by the Allegheny College Choirs
Saturday, Dec. 5, 3:15 p.m., Shafer Auditorium

The Choirs, under the direction of James D. Niblock, will perform works by 
Fernandes, Haydn, Patriquin, Vaughan Williams, Wolf and others.

Ugly Sweater Christmas Party
Saturday, Dec. 5, 7 p.m., Lighthouse, 575 Park Ave.

Games, cookies and Christmas fun are on the agenda. Bring a wrapped present 
if you would like to participate in a white elephant gift exchange.

Live Music by Ottawa
Saturday, Dec. 5, 8 p.m., Grounds for Change

Allegheny musicians will open for Cleveland-based band Ottawa.

Chapel Service
Sunday, Dec. 6, 11 a.m., Ford Chapel

Nate Saccol preaches, and Communion is celebrated for the season of Advent.  

Cookies and Milk Holiday Concert
Sunday, Dec. 6, 2 and 4 p.m., Montgomery Performance Space

The Dance and Movement Studies Program presents its annual holiday concert. 
Refreshments will be served at 3 p.m. in the Campus Center lobby.

Roman Catholic Mass
Sunday, Dec. 6, 6:30 p.m., Ford Chapel

Mass is celebrated by Catholic Campus Minister Father Jeff Lucas.

Candlelight Christmas Service
Monday, Dec. 7, 7 p.m., Ford Chapel

Designed around the theme of light and darkness, the service features readings, 
special music by students and congregational singing.

Opening Reception and Celebration for Senior Projects and Advanced 
Studio Projects

Tuesday, Dec. 8, 7 p.m., Art Galleries
Works by graduating seniors and upper-level art students will be on display. 

The exhibit remains open through December 13.

Late Night Breakfast
Wednesday, Dec. 9, 10 p.m., Brooks Dining Hall

Allegheny faculty and staff join their colleagues from Parkhurst to serve this 
traditional breakfast to fortify students as they prepare for finals.

The Campus is printed every Friday 
during the academic year, except during breaks 
and exam periods. 

Advertising:(814)332-5386
Box 12, Allegheny College 
520 N. Main St.  
Meadville, PA 16335

CRIME BLOTTER
Nov. 20, 2015
Ravine Hall 

Student being investigated for smoking marijuana in his room. 

Nov. 20-21, 2015
Caflisch Hall 

Unknown actor attempted to pry open a door, causing major damage. 

Nov. 21, 2015
Ravine Hall 

Student being investigated for smoking marijuana in his room. 

Nov. 21, 2015
Steffee Hall of Life Sciences 

Unknown actor/s pulled safety shower cord and flooded the building.

Nov. 21-23, 2015
Quigley Hall 

A table was stolen from Quigley Hall.  

Nov. 22, 2015
Caflisch Hall 

Three students being investigated for smoking marijuana and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. 

Nov. 23, 2015 
Crawford Hall 

Several students gave false information to an officer. 

Nov. 23, 2015
Brooks Hall 

Student harassing another student. 

Nov. 24-30, 2015
Campus 

Known actor/s tried to involve student in an internet scam. 

Dec. 3, 2015
Quigley Hall 

Student being investigated for underage drinking. 

ASG UPDATES
ASG will host its final meeting of the semester on Tuesday, Dec. 8 at 7 

p.m. on the third floor of the campus center. 

ASG has hired Amy Marchetta as its new bookkeeper. 
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The monster that is Divi-
sion I  Athletics is showing 
preposterous growth. Accord-
ing to the NCAA the median 
Division I athletic department 
revenue was $6.5 million in 
1970. In 2012, it was $56 mil-
lion. Paul M. Gilbert, author 
of “Billion-Dollar Ball,” claims 
that at the top 10 football pro-
grams in the country, revenue 
increased 233 percent from 
1999 to 2012. The Federal 
Education Department esti-
mates that on average football 
teams are generating 65 per-
cent of the profit for athletic 
departments in America. 

The economic power of 

Successful college campus protests involve money
By EMILY GREENE
Staff  Writer
greenee@allegheny.edu

THE   SIMPLE   THINGS

Comic by Jonathon Yee 

Humanities majors are not confined to the ivory tower

college football is a force to be 
reckoned with and so by ex-
tension, college football play-
ers are too. In 1969, 14 players 
were kicked off the Wyoming 
football team for attempt-
ing to wear black armbands 
to protest racism within the 
Mormon church during a 
game against Brigham Young 
University. Such a dismissal 
could never happen now be-
cause universities could not 
afford it.

On Nov. 2, a Missouri grad-
uate student named Jonathan 
Butler announced that he was 
going on a hunger strike in 
response to the actions of uni-
versity president Tim Wolfe, 
or rather, his lack of action. 
Butler was a part of campus 

group Concerned Student 
1950 (1950 referencing the 
year the first black students 
were admitted at Missouri). 
All semester, the group had 
been protesting a lack of di-
versity among the faculty and 
pushing for increased diversi-
ty and sensitivity trainings on 
campus. Wolfe brushed aside 
their concerns, even after a 
swastika was drawn in a dorm 
bathroom in feces. Because 
he never responded proper-
ly, Butler felt that he had no 
choice but to go on a hunger 
strike with the hopes of oust-
ing Wolfe.

Not even the hunger strike 
was enough to move Wolfe 
to action. Butler’s strike was 
largely ignored by adminis-

tration until Nov. 7 when the 
athletes of color on the Mizzou 
football team released a state-
ment saying that they were 
standing in solidarity with 
Butler. The players refused to 
participate in any practices or 
games until Butler’s demands 
were met. Coach Gary Pinkel 
did not reprimand his players. 
Instead, he showed his public 
support. 

Just two days after the foot-
ball team began their protest, 
Wolfe resigned. 

According to USA Today, 
the Mizzou football team 
brought in 35.6 million dol-
lars in the 2013-14 school 
year. And, their decision not 
to play came a week before a 
game with Utah State. If the 

team had refused to play, the 
school would have owed Utah 
1 million dollars for forfeit-
ing. The team forced the ad-
ministration’s hand. 

A single graduate student 
could be ignored. The single 
largest income source simply 
could not. This is the first time 
a football team has successful-
ly used their status as leverage 
to make a political change. 

It probably will not be the 
last. Before, incidences like 
Wyoming were the prece-
dent for football players who 
thought about lobbying for 
some sort of change. 

However, what happened 
at Mizzou proved more than 
anything that these teams are 
so important to the current 

system in place at DI schools 
that they could lobby for al-
most anything successfully. 

Smaller football programs 
at DII and DIII schools are 
not earners in the same way 
that their DI counterparts are. 
This diminishes the political 
power of the team as a whole. 

A protest staged by the Al-
legheny College football team 
would not be taken as seri-
ously because they contribute 
only a low portion of income 
to the school. In order to get 
a response at a smaller school, 
student activists would have 
to focus their efforts on ad-
missions offices and the rev-
enues generated by new stu-
dent tuition.

People whose academic 
field is outside of the human-
ities do not realize the value 
and skills that come with ma-
joring in a humanity. 

English teaches us about 
understanding people all 
while experiencing adven-
tures that expose us to the 
many complexities of the hu-
man world, about which we 
would otherwise have no idea. 

Students who major in En-
glish are frequently subjected 
to the question of whether 
they are planning on becom-
ing a teacher. They are warned 
and encouraged to have a 
backup plan and constantly 

reminded that they are not 
going to make much money 
if they simply major in a lan-
guage. 

As an English major, I have 
grown numb to the series of 
questions and lectures that 
follow after I confess what I 
am studying. I have come to 
expect the negative attitude 
that surrounds my major. 

Sometimes, it is so easy to 
feel the projected stereotypes: 
English majors are not good 
at math and have it so easy in 
school. English majors want 
nothing more than to be pub-
lished and become the next 
John Green or E.L. James. 

The skills acquired by 
studying English are endless 
and extremely useful, not 

only in the workplace, but in 
everyday life. 

Take the time to seriously 
consider what the mental ex-
ercises of analyzing a sentence 
and interpreting a five second 
encounter entail. These ca-
pabilities may seem useless, 
but the real life skills that are 
taught in the process of liter-
ary analysis bring a lot to the 
table. 

Communication skills are 
acquired through human-
ity majors. English majors 
learn to speak well; they are 
well-read and have a highly 
extensive vocabulary. They 
have learned how to present a 
thesis, how to construct an ar-
gument and are able to defend 
their point of views logically 

and coherently. 
A Metlife survey showed 

that 97 percent of business 
executives rate writing skills 
as very important. English 
majors are trained to write 
well. Gaining clients is a 
crucial part of a successful 
business. Whether through 
advertisements or marketing 
brochures, writing is a valu-
able skill to have in every 
workplace. 

English majors are trained 
in conducting extensive and 
accurate research. Business 
owners need to keep up to 
date on changes and develop-
ments in their field, and hav-
ing someone who excels in 
conducting research is a key 
asset to have on any staff. 

By MARLEY PARISH
Staff  Writer
parishm@allegheny.edu

English majors are trained 
to analyze others and under-
stand how they think and 
feel. A study conducted by 
the University of Toronto 
shows that people who read 
fiction frequently have higher 
levels of cognitive empathy. 
Being able to empathize with 
customers, business associ-
ates and all people in general 
helps enhance relationships. 
English majors are able to un-
derstand people in a way that 
not many others can.

I am never amazed at how 
many people ask how I plan to 
use my English degree, why I 
want to be an English major 
or how many times people 
have asked if I am pre-law, 
as if that will somehow justi-

fy “what” I am. I do not have 
to be set on a pre-law track to 
gain valuable skills. 

I did not settle for English. 
I love what I study. I boast 
and take pride in the fact that 
I genuinely know what my 
passion is. In a world where 
instant gratification is all the 
rage and ladder-climbing is 
seen as an absolute necessi-
ty in order to be successful, 
many students do not consid-
er pursuing a career in a field 
that they genuinely love. 

No major endows one with 
superiority and the right to 
make judgements. There is 
true value in a humanities 
major, and the bad rap that 
surrounds them needs to end. 

Bernie Sanders’ agenda: not your grandfather’s socialism
By MARIA GRAZIANO
Contributing Writer
grazianom@allegheny.edu

Amidst all of the hullaba-
loo that is the GOP presiden-
tial race, many people may 
not be thinking about the 
Democrats running for the 
nomination. The two main 
front-runners are former Sec-
retary of State Hillary Clinton 
and Vermont Senator Ber-
nie Sanders, with a few other 
candidates hovering in their 
shadows. 

While Clinton is the cur-
rent front-runner for the 
democratic party, Sanders has 
gained popularity over the 
past few months. Many Dem-
ocrat voters are not Hillary 
fans, and have found Sand-
ers to be their favorite among 
their party’s candidates. Sand-

ers has already shocked mil-
lions by fundraising his cam-
paign using only donations 
made by the people of the U.S. 
No super PACs at all for Sand-
ers, and no endorsements 
from big corporations either. 

Even with Sander’s grow-
ing popularity, many are still 
skeptical of his agenda due to 
the fact that Sanders is said 
to be a socialist, and wants to 
move the United States in that 
direction. When some Amer-
icans hear the word ‘social-
ist’ they immediately think 
of fascist socialism. They do 
not know that Sander’s main 
platform ideals are to mold 
a more equal and stronger 
United States for everyone. 

One of the biggest issues 
Sanders is tackling is the stag-
gering economic inequality 
in our country. Sanders is 

adamant about closing the 
income gap between the rich 
and the shrinking middle 
class. One of the main ways he 
intends to do so is by increas-
ing the minimum wage to $15 
an hour. This is more than 
double Pennsylvania’s cur-
rent minimum wage: $7.25 an 
hour. 

Many Republicans in op-
position to Sanders’ plan 
claim that people working in 
low-skilled jobs do not nec-
essarily deserve $15 an hour, 
because they could be jobs 
such as fast food and grocery 
clerks. 

Many Americans, myself 
and Sanders included, believe 
that no one, no matter how 
skilled, should work 40 hours 
a week and be living in pov-
erty. 

While the billionaires keep 

getting richer, the middle 
class is decreasing, and more 
Americans are in poverty. Ac-
cording to Sanders’ campaign 
website, America has more 
wealth inequality than any 
other developed nation. Ad-
ditionally, the United States 
has the highest rate of child 
poverty out of any developed 
country: a staggering 32.2 
percent.

By gradually increasing 
the minimum wage across 
the country to $15 an hour, 
Sanders’ plan will assist in 
closing the United State’s larg-
est income gap since the Great 
Depression. He does not plan 
to do it all at once, because 
he realizes that could drasti-
cally affect the economy. By 
gradually integrating the new 
minimum wage, the economy 
will have time to adjust ac-

cordingly. 
A raise in the minimum 

wage will lift millions out of 
poverty, and create a happier 
workforce who are much less 
likely to go on strike for better 
conditions. Many Americans 
are only qualified for low-
er-skilled jobs, but that does 
not make them any less im-
portant in the United States’ 
economic system. 

In addition to raising the 
minimum wage, the issue of 
equal pay for women has also 
been a topic of discussion in 
Sanders’ campaign. In 2015, 
white women still make $0.78 
for every man’s dollar, while 
African-American and Lati-
na women both make signifi-
cantly less. 

While many of the Re-
publican hopefuls turn their 
heads away at this subject, 

Sanders is fully aware and 
ready to fix this problem. 
Why should a woman make 
any less than her male coun-
terpart in the exact same field 
with the exact same level of 
experience?

When people hear social-
ist, they run. When they hear 
universal health care, they 
get mad. But yet when they 
hear words like ‘equality’ and 
‘stronger economy,’ they get 
excited. 

All of the above aforemen-
tioned words are synonymous 
with one another, and they 
are all things for which Bernie 
Sanders stands. Yes, his ideas 
may be somewhat new to the 
American people, but change 
could be just what America 
needs to stay competitive in 
this global world.  
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Allegheny College’s 100 acres of 
forest, located in The Andrew Wells 
Robertson Athletic and Recreation 
Complex, is undergoing a major log-
ging expedition, which is slated to be 
complete in January of 2016.

According to Rich Bowden, pro-
fessor of environmental science, plan-
ning for the logging expedition began 
about two years ago when an Alleghe-
ny alum and forester, Guy Dunkle, ap-
proached the college asking if it would 
be interested in pursuing logging 
and revitalization of the forest. Dun-
kle works for Firth Maple Products 
which is a provider of sustainable for-
est management, northern hardwood 
lumber, veneer logs and maple syrup 
in northwest Pennsylvania, according 
to the company’s website. 

Work on the grounds began in July 
of 2015.

 “The initial work was done to trim 
many of the grapevines. An overabun-
dance of grapevines are good, they 
provide a good food source for wild-
life and good habitat, but if there are 
too many of them, they climb up with 
the trees. They can weigh a half to a 
full ton and that is a lot of weight that 
a tree has to bare, so that causes dam-
age to the limbs. The grape leaves are 
large, they shade the trees, they reduce 
the growth of the trees,” Bowden said.

The reason the grapevines must 
be taken out is because of the previ-
ous forestry operation at Robertson, 
which took place approximately 20 
years ago. This previous operation 
took more trees than needed, which 
ended up providing more light for 
the grapevines to grow, Bowden ex-
plained.

Bowden explained that grapevines 
can live in forests without harm but 
because of the previous operation, a 
number of grapevines had to be taken 
out. 

“Grapes themselves are not bad… 
But because they grow in the light and 
the last time there was a forest oper-
ation there were so many trees taken 
out—adding more light—there was 
no control, so [the grapevines] really 
took off,” Bowden said.

After removing the grapevines, 
Firth Maple Products began marking 
trees in the forest which would be 
logged using Amish logging teams. 
Firth utilized a the technique of “worst 
first forestry.”

“[Worst first forestry] is a specif-
ic technique where you take out the 
worst trees first. That is contrary to 
most harvest operations in this state 
where people take the best and leave 
the rest.  It is called high grading for-

estry,” Bowden 
said.

Har vest ing 
began in the 
week of Nov. 15. 
The Amish log-
ging teams are 
specially trained 
to ensure the trees 
they are harvesting 
fall in the right direc-
tion to provide mini-
mal damage to trees in 
the vicinity.

Once the trees are har-
vested, draft horses drag the 
trees to landing sites near 
Baldwin Street Extension. 
From there, they are taken by 
semi-trailer truck.

Not only will Allegheny benefit 
economically from this operation, but 
it will also provide educational bene-
fits. It will also help beautify the forest.

“The current operation is an out-
standing example of sustainable for-
estry, combining considerations of 
ecological integrity, aesthetics, and 
future economic value.  This will be 
an excellent teaching tool for our stu-
dents, and also for the local commu-
nity,” Eric Pallant, chair of the depart-
ment of environmental science, said.

The Robertson complex is an im-
portant resource for the college. 

“We view the Robertson property 
more like a National Forest—where 
multiple uses can coexist. The benefits 
of multiple-use management include 
outdoor recreation, athletic fields, 
off-campus physical plant storage, 
off-campus processes and education,” 
said Scott Wissinger, professor of biol-
ogy and environmental science. “The 
latter can include demonstrations of 
sustainable forestry.” 

Chase Davis, ’18, is currently en-
rolled in Environmental Research 
Methods and believes that having this 
forest right on campus is a strong ad-
dition to his classroom experience.

“[Robertson] is such a great ad-
dition to what we are doing in the 
classroom. It is hard to perform ex-
periments, especially in the field of 
environmental science, sitting in a 
classroom. So, having that addition 
has definitely enhanced my learning 
far beyond what it could have been if 
we did not have it,” Davis said.

Davis also believes being able to 
apply what is learned in the classroom 
through lecture and textbooks in the 
field advances his knowledge and 
enables him to gain a deeper under-
standing of the material.

“I am definitely a visual learner. 

College profits from logging

T h e 
classroom 
experience did not 
use a lot of a textbook. We got 
a lot of lecture from our profes-
sor and from those lectures you 
could see it in the field,” Davis said.

Although, no forester can predict 
exactly what will occur with a forest 
over a long period of time, Bowden 
believes this operation will allow the 
forest to become rejuvenated and 
provide for healthier conditions for 
growth. 

The short-term benefits of the log-
ging are believed to help prepare the 
forest for the inevitable invasion of 
insects or other diseases, which have 
invaded other forests in northwest 
Pennsylvania, according to Bowden. 

The long-term benefits of the log-
ging include having a more beautiful, 
sustainable forest which provides an 
area that continues to act as a recre-
ational area and acts as a strong tool 
for professors to use to enhance their 
courses. 

Even though the main focus of the 
operation was to revitalize the Rob-
ertson forest and ensure it would con-
tinue to provide a space for students, 
staff, faculty and the community, Al-
legheny is estimated to make a profit 
of $15,000 through the logging of the 
forest. Another long-term benefit will 
be the potential for more economic 
profit for the college through logging.

Bowden said it is not exactly 
known when Allegheny will have to 
go through another forestry oper-
ation but estimates that it could be 
anywhere from 10 to 20 years. 

PA Sandwich Company

342 North St. (Across from Country Fair)

We Deliver!

11 am—2 pm and 5 pm—8 pm 

On Fridays and Saturdays we deliver until 9 pm

Call 814-203-8282 or 814-853-0163 to order

Our offers include all foot-long subs with the works for 
$7.99 and Extra Large 16” One-Topping Pizzas for $9.99!

Dine In or Pick-up! Open 7 Days a Week!

ADVERTISEMENT

Gratitude vs Feeling Entitled
What Your Teachers Will Not Tell You

Dr. George A. Kuck (Class of 1962) (galbertk@aol.com)
As former Yankee Yogi Berri said, “It is déjà vu all over 

again.”  I was at Allegheny during the 1960’s when the stu-
dent riots happened elsewhere.  The left wing anarchists 
had free reign on many campuses.  This was a conflict be-
tween grateful people and people feeling entitled.

We had Thanksgiving last week.  I am grateful for being 
an American and sharing in our country’s bounty.  This 
bounty includes the price of food, good medical care, and 
my home.  When I compare the US to the rest of the world, 
I am grateful for the progress in educating our citizens, 
the increase in the life expectancy, and the increase in the 
minorities going to college (55% of CSULB students where 
I taught are women). Everyone is discriminated against at 
one time.  In the USAF, I was discriminated against be-
cause of my Ph.D.  However, I am grateful for the oppor-
tunity I was given to obtain and use my education to teach.

Who are those rioting?  They are people who feel enti-
tled to more of everything and have a very thin skin when 
their ideas are challenge.  Is anyone entitled to a conflict 
free life? Do those needing “safe spaces” feel entitled to 
have their ideas unchallenged or should they be grateful 
for having a voice in taxpayer supported universities?  
People who have not grown up are charging their fellow 
students and faculty with “micro-aggressions.” At Princ-
eton, they demand President Wilson’s name be removed 
from campus.  People complain about EIB cards that pro-
vide for food (but not liquor), public housing (but not sep-
arate rooms for their children) and education at a taxpayer 
supported university. Do you think the protestors know 
or care that someone, including their parents, will have to 
pay to satisfy their demands?  Just as rioters in the 1960’s, 
protesters feel entitled instead of being grateful for what is 
being provided. 

ADVERTISEMENT

S h o u t o u t s !
Good luck on finals! 

-President Jim Mullen

To my amazing 
newsteam: Thank you 
all for your continuous 

dedication to the 
paper. Your hard work 
never ceases to amaze 
me! Love, Christina 

(HBICEIC)

‘tis the season for 
giving! “Hope, Help, 

Harvest” is grateful for 
your contribution to 

the fight against hunger. 
Want to donate? Email: 

<hopehelpharvest@
gmail.com>!

Thank you everyone 
who supported 

International Dinner! 
See you all next year 

again!

Thank you Colleen, 
Maria, Shelby and 

Coach Randy for the 
encouragement and 

support. -Cheryl

To the righteous staff of 
The Campus newspaper: 
Hello from the outside. 
Fine semester of hard 

work and strong 
journalism. Thanks. 

-Cheryl 

Former Campus co-
editor-in-chief Amanda 

Spadaro is now the 
education reporter 
at the Butler Eagle. 

Well done, Amanda. 
Congratulations. 

-Cheryl 

Former Campus 
co-editor-in-chief 

Sam Stephenson was 
commissioned as a 

second lieutenant in the 
United States Marine 

Corps. Congratulations. 
Semper fidelis, Sam. 

Receive 15% off your 
final bill with an 

Allegheny ID!

Get 50% off an appetizer with the purchase of 
an entrée when you present this coupon at 

Julian’s Bar and Grill!  

ADVERTISEMENT

By ALEX HASAPIS  •  Staff  Writer  •  hasapisa@allegheny.edu

Forestry removed using specially- 
trained Amish teams

MEAGHAN WILBY/THE CAMPUS
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THE   SOUNDs
OF   MEADVILLE:

Allegheny choirs collaborate 
with community for fall concert  

Single Voice Reading revives meaning of poetry
By TYLER STIGALL
Opinion Editor
stigallt@allegheny.edu

By KYLE MURPHY
Staff  Writer
murphyk4@allegheny.edu

Alum acredits Allegheny with discovering career path
By ALEX WEIDENHOF
Staff  Writer
weidenhofa@allegheny.edu

A couple of weeks ago I at-
tended the Single Voice Read-
ing event which, contrary to 
the title, featured two discrete 
voices at the podium: Brian 
Barker and Nicki Beer. 

The readings were engag-
ing; the poets, articulate and 
well-paced; the lighting in the 
Tillotson Room of the Tippie 
Alumni Center, golden; and, 
as is usual with my layperson’s 
education of poetry, I left 
tempted to simply shrug and 
scratch my belly button and 
concede: I don’t get it.

That is not to say the po-
ems themselves were totally 
inaccessible. On the con-
trary, Beer’s lines from her 
book “The Octopus Game” 
were some of the most un-
derstandable and open met-
aphorical setups that I have 
encountered. The opening 
verses in the duel-voiced “Ad 
Hominem” show a witty call-
and-response play on what it 
means to be a poet.

“Fugitive lung, prodigal 
intestine—/where’s the pink 
crimp in my side/where they 
took you out?” reads the po-

et’s voice.
The octopus responds, “It 

must be a dull world, indeed/
where everything appears/to 
be a version or extrapolation/
of you.”

So superficially, at least, 
the book seems to make the 
statement: of the two (octo-
pus and humans), we homi-
nids are the stranger. Or rath-
er, strangeness is in the eye of 
the beholder. I am sure that 
this does not nearly capture 
the essence of what Beer be-
lieves, and I am sure serious 
poetry readers will smack 
their foreheads in pity at my 
near-illiterate attempt at aph-
oristic analysis.

So let me ask the question: 
if Beer’s meaning or reason-
ing or intention or whatever 
you want to call it could be 
condensed and reduced to an 
accessible maxim, why didn’t 
she become an essayist? Why 
not a novelist? Whence poet-
ry, anyway?

Let me put it another way: 
the question that I had after 
leaving the Tippie Alum-
ni Center post-Single Voice 
Reading that I later articu-
lated to my English teachers 
was, am I supposed to get it?

I assume that no artist en-

ters a medium without the 
knowledge and influence of 
a good deal of artists who 
preceded them. Before Co-
bain came The Pixies. Before 
Adler, there was Stanislavsky. 
Before Hemingway, Melville. 

So who preceded Beer? 
What poets—of this century 
or the myriad before—did 
she leaf through and opine, I 
should do this?

As an academic layperson, 
my only education regarding 
verse and line has been an an-
nual inoculation with the Ro-
mantics, a one-time booster 
of the Naturalists and a quick 
patch-test of Modernism. 
Coleridge, Wordsworth and 
Keats are thick but not whol-
ly unapproachable; Frost and 
Whitman are pretty digest-
ible; and Ezra Pound makes 
it hard for me to like Ezra 
Pound.

But that still leaves a good 
hundred-year-long gap be-
tween the last accessible poets 
that I am familiar with and 
Beer. Barring obvious choices 
like Plath, Angelou and Ner-
uda, I assume that my expo-
sure to poetry is fairly similar 
to that of most of the students 
who were with me in that 
room.

So here is my first ques-
tion: if, like a good academ-
ic, I had an encyclopedic 
knowledge of everything that 
preceded Beer and all of her 
putative influences, would I 
understand any further why 
she chose to spend a fraction 
of her adult life writing about 
cephalopods?

The first poems that rose up 
from the cradle of human civ-
ilization did not distinguish 
between the layperson and 
the scholar. Homeric hymns 
and Sumerian myths were 
meant to be accessed by the 
public. Epochs of variation on 
the same themes—structured 
lines and rhythms—estab-
lished, expanded, broke and 
reaffirmed countless rules by 
which poetry has been gov-
erned.

And now, in full Baudril-
lardian fashion, the (con-
temporary Western) idea of 
poetry seems to have come to 
represent the exploration of a 
series of rules that have noth-
ing to do with the original 
purpose of spoken words. 

But all this is pedantic. Yes, 
if I lived five thousand years 
ago, I could reasonably ex-
pect to be entertained by an 
equivalent to the Single Voice 

Reading. But this is 2015. 
Yeats’ work pops up in more 
references than Virgil’s. 

Like her more immediate 
predecessors, Beer did not 
pen her lines without the im-
plicit intention of making me 
work to understand them. 
And even after working with 
her lines for weeks, I still 
doubt that I will ever com-
pletely grasp what it is she was 
trying to say.

So here is question num-
ber two: Is the point specifi-
cally that I’m not supposed to 
get it? 

The first time anyone reads 
a poem on their own volition, 
odds are that it has something 
to do with name recogni-
tion. You are not interested 
in “The Conquerer Worm” 
because you think worms 
are cool—you want to know 
why Edgar Allen quote-him-
in-your-sixth-grade-bind-
er Poe thought worms were 
word-worthy. You pop open 
Lovecraft’s early poetry be-
cause you want to know what 
he has to say that he could not 
in one of his stories. I assume 
that the same holds true even 
for academics in instances of, 
say, Borges. 

I knew nothing about Yeats 

when I was required to read 
“The Second Coming,” and 
nothing of Frost when I was 
forced into the winter night 
of “Stopping in the Woods….” 
So I was free to imagine the 
former as ironically sarcastic 
when he penned “Surely some 
Revelation is at hand,” and I 
hesitantly assumed that the 
latter’s narrator was writing 
about contemplating suicide.

I can intuit that those in-
terpretations are wildly off. 
And I do not doubt that my 
aforementioned reading of 
Beer’s “Ad Hominem” is any 
closer to the truth that she 
wrote into those verses. And 
I suspect Beer knows this—
but I also suspect she did not 
write “The Octopus Game” 
for the sake of entertaining 
her audience.

So maybe that is what po-
etry today is all about: the fact 
that nothing ever communi-
cated ever truly gets captured 
by the listener/reader in a 
way completely, authentically, 
100 percent congruent to the 
meaning of the speaker/writ-
er. Maybe poetry has become 
less about self-expression and 
more about the loneliness 
when facing the noise of all 
those who came before you.

The Allegheny Choirs will 
host the annual fall semester 
concert on Saturday, Dec. 5 
in Shafer Auditorium at 3:15 
p.m.  

The concert will showcase 
all of the Allegheny choral 
groups including the Col-
lege Chorus, Chamber Choir, 
Women’s Ensemble, Men’s 
Ensemble and College Choir.

James Niblock, ’97, assis-
tant professor of music and 
director of choral activities 
leads these ensembles. 

James and his wife Car-
ol Niblock, ’02, instructor of 
voice, along with several oth-
er faculty members dedicated 
to voice, represent the most 
recent link in a long chain of 
choral leaders.

As an associate regional 
director for St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital, Ryan Rec-
zek, ’03, is active in St. Ju-
de’s community engagement 
and fundraising throughout 
western and central Pennsyl-
vania, including the Up ‘til 
Dawn event, which occurs 
yearly on the Allegheny Col-
lege campus. Before working 
at St. Jude, Ryan organized 
fundraising and community 
events and awareness for sev-
eral organizations including 
the American Heart Associa-
tion, American Liver Founda-
tion and the American Can-
cer Society.

Campus: What drove you 
to work for St. Jude, and par-
ticularly this area of its oper-
ation?

Reczek: Actually, Alleghe-
ny did. When I was a student, 
I was planning on going into 

marketing or advertising, so 
I was a communication arts 
major. Late in my sopho-
more year, two of my friends 
suggested I speak with the 
assistant director of Student 
Involvement at the time, Keri 
Fadden. So Kerri and I started 
talking about bringing an Up 
‘til Dawn event to campus.

It’s a fundraiser for St. 
Jude, so her and I along with 
two other students went to 
Memphis, Tennessee, which is 
where St. Jude is located, and I 
fell in love. 

I applied for an intern-
ship the year we hosted the 
event, where we raised about 
$30,000 and had about 250 
students there. So I interned 
for St. Jude then, and it turned 
into a job for me.

Campus: What would you 
say is the most rewarding part 
of your work?

Reczek: Honestly, it’s our 
mission. St. Jude has so many 
people who work so hard to 
cure and understand child-

hood cancer. We’re a special-
ty hospital. We don’t treat the 
flu, we focus on those cata-
strophic types of illnesses. 

My job is to help raise 
funds and engage the public 
in what St. Jude does so we 
can treat the children. And I 
think that, especially for St. 
Jude in particular, no family 
ever pays, they don’t pay for 
their treatment, their hous-
ing, their travel or their food 
while they’re at St. Jude. We 
take care of all that, which is 
why we have a national and 
international presence in 
fundraising. 

Because we treat kids from 
all 50 states and hundreds of 
countries from around the 
world. That’s the most reward-
ing—knowing that what I’m 
doing is going to help finding 
cures for pediatric cancer.

Campus: Would you say 
that your time at Allegheny 
prepared you to succeed pro-
fessionally, whether it’s your 
time at St. Jude or elsewhere?

Reczek: One of the things 
I talk about with current stu-
dents a lot, whether it’s Al-
legheny or other schools, is 
that the most important thing 
I took away from college is the 
ability to critically think. 

I think that regardless of 
what your major is, you could, 
in many cases, so many kinds 
of jobs outside of your area. 

There is so much time 
spent at Allegheny in help-
ing students to understand, 
to think about a situation or 
a challenge from as many dif-
ferent angles as possible, to re-
ally evaluate it and then come 
up with your solution. I think 
that most students at Alleghe-
ny come in with that skill, but 
I know that Allegheny really 
kind of fine-tuned that for me 
and it’s been especially helpful 
in my career. 

Campus: During your time 
at Allegheny, what did you 
like the most? Was there any-
thing or anyone in particular 
that inspired you to go into 

this field?
Reczek: There were a lot of 

folks who I think inspired me. 
I had a lot of great professors. 

Sadly, two of those who in-
spired me are no longer there. 

Keri Fadden is definitely 
somebody who’s been a role 
model to me. She’s somebody 
who pushed me to really think 
through what I wanted to do, 
so I’m thrilled she’s still there. 

And, honestly, Beth Wat-
kins. She’s a professor in com-
munication arts and theatre. 
She was my first freshman 
seminar professor, and I think 
she was somebody who re-
ally helped me to acclimate 
to Allegheny. I learned some 
things from her that I still use 
today, especially as it relates to 
interacting with folks. 

Campus: Do you have any-
thing else you would like to 
say to current students?

Reczek: The one area that 
I would encourage anyone 
who’s in an undergrad pro-
gram today is, and I hate this 

term, personal branding. 
Thinking about what your 

presence looks like. As some-
body once told me, 99 percent 
of the decisions about your 
future are going to be made 
when you’re not in the room. 

Thinking about what you 
put out there personally, 
whether it’s through your di-
rect interactions, doing what 
you say you’re going to do for 
people, but also just thinking 
about what’s online about you. 

If you’re going to go apply 
for a job, make sure that your 
Facebook is locked down or 
your Twitter, depending on 
what you put out there. 

The old adage, ‘you never 
know who’s going to be your 
advocate,’ really rings true. 
Always thinking about how 
you can put your best foot 
forward and making sure that 
you have locked up all that 
stuff. 

Choir at Allegheny College 
is a long-standing tradition 
dating back to the 1920s with 
glee clubs and the formation 
of the Allegheny Singers in 
1930. The Allegheny Singers, 
now known as the College 
Choir have been performing 
for the college and Meadville 
audiences ever since. 

James mentioned that 
during the formative years 
from the 1930s to the 1990s 
the choirs toured extensively 
and this form of musical out-
reach is something he would 
like to bring back. 

Currently 135 perform-
ers make up the five major 
vocal ensembles according 
to James. These ensembles 
are the College Choir, Col-
lege Chorus, Chamber Choir, 
Women’s Ensemble and Men’s 
Ensemble. 

James remarked that each 
group represents and aims to 
provide a unique challenge 
and experience at that partic-
ular level.

“The amount of repertoire 
is massive,” said James. “It 
spans from gregorian chant to 
contemporary music by living 
composers.”

The College Choir is the 
epicenter of the vocal tradi-
tion at Allegheny, generally 
comprising 35 to 45 mem-
bers and presenting the stan-
dard choral experience. The 
College Chorus is the most 
diverse group identified by 
James, with 75 members that 
encompass students and com-
munity members alike.

“The College Chorus pro-
vides an opportunity for peo-
ple to get their feet wet,” said 
James. “I’d love to hear from 

more people interested in 
singing.”

The Chamber Choir is a 
smaller, select group of 15 to 
20 members that sing mostly 
unaccompanied music. James 
said that for this group expec-
tations are high and there is 
added accountability due to 
the group size.

The Men’s and Women’s 
Ensembles are particularly 
unique, pooling from two dif-
ferent sets of repertoire and 
historical traditions. James 
said that these two groups 
provide a lot of flexibility and 
a welcome change of pace 
from the standard literature 
presented in the mixed gen-
der choirs.

Louis Fehér-Peiker, ’17, has 
been a member of the Men’s 
Ensemble, College Choir and 
Chamber Choir. Fehér-Peiker 

enjoys the Men’s Ensemble for 
the camaraderie felt between 
the members, but he also en-
joys the Chamber Choir for 
the unique challenge. 

“I joined the AC Choirs 
because I found music to be 
my creative outlet,” said Fe-
hér-Peiker. “After I joined, I 
discovered the rich commu-
nity of friends and colleagues 
who enjoy making music with 
their mouths.”

Outside of the ensemble 
environment, Carol oversees 
individual lessons for the stu-
dents. Carol mentioned that 
she sees many students each 
year with no formal training 
but have an interest in getting 
to know their voice better.

“The course of study has 
to be tailored very closely to 
each student’s needs,” said 
Carol. “This includes not only 

picking appropriate music, 
but addressing vocal prob-
lems, scheduling and accom-
modating a diverse student 
body.”

There are opportunities 
available at every experience 
level from College Chorus 
and Chamber Choir for expe-
rienced singers to Intro Voice 
class for the inexperienced, 
which is offered for one credit 
each semester free of charge.

“Everyone is busy and do-
ing their own thing, but there 
are a lot of people that would 
enjoy giving this a try,” said 
James. 

James encourages all to 
meet with him if they have 
any interest or questions 
about the vocal groups.
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Cookies
& Milk 

fall concert

Allegheny and community unite to perform

Members of JaDE, a jazz dance group on campus, rehearse on Dec. 2, 2015 for their performance in Cookies and 
Milk which takes place on Sunday, Dec. 6. 

PHOTOS BY BRITTANY ADAMS/THE CAMPUS
The Allegheny student dancers participating in Cookies and Milk pose for a picture on Dec. 2, 2015.

Allegheny College 
students from the various 
dance courses along with 
the student jazz dance group 
JaDE and students from 
Movement Unlimited in 
Meadville will be performing 
in Allegheny’s annual holiday 
concert, Cookies and Milk, 
which has been occurring 
for more than 15 years for 
families and children in the 
Meadville community.

The concert is on Sunday, 
Dec. 6 with performances 
at 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. in the 
Montgomery Performance 
Space.  The show is presented 
by the dance and movement 
studies program and is free 
and open to the public.

As always, cookies and 
refreshments will be served 
at 3 p.m. in the campus center 
lobby, which are provided by 
local bakers who are members 
of Creating Landscapes for 
Families.

Cookies and Milk will 
also serve as a chance for 
Allegheny’s dance department 
to collects toys to distribute 

during the holiday season. 
There will be a collection box 
for Toys for Tots at the concert 
where audience members 
will have the opportunity to 
contribute new, unwrapped 
toys to be gifted to a child 
who might otherwise not 
receive holiday presents.

This year’s concert 
corresponds with the 
College’s theme, “The Year of 
Meadville.”

Eleanor Weisman, 

assistant professor of dance 
and movement studies, has 
helped out with the concert 
for 12 years now.

“I look forward to seeing 
the children and families 
from the local community 
coming to campus,” Weisman 
said. “It is wonderful to see 
the children come on to 
the stage to join with the 
college student dancers. It 
is important to me that the 
young children see the college 

as a place where they are 
welcome, and perhaps one 
day they will decide to go to 
college.”

Weisman put an emphasis 
on the amount of hard work 
and effort that is put into 
the creation and success 
of the Cookies and Milk 
performance every year.

“It takes much work 
and time to produce all the 
behind the scenes work, such 
as getting the flyers designed 

Meadville Community Theatre presents ‘Vanities’ 

and printed, writing a press 
release, hiring the technical 
staff and determining the 
show order,” Weisman said. 
“Various classes and student 
groups such as JaDE also put 
in many hours rehearsing and 
putting together the dances.” 

Jake Wilson, ’18, is 
studying modern dance at the 
college and is participating in 
the event for the first time. He 
said that being a part of the 
show is all about the families 

and kids.
“The show is to bring the 

community together in order 
to create harmony and unity,” 
Wilson said. “People should 
come to the show because 
it not only very creative and 
very well instructed, but it is 
an awesome way to inspire 
the children to dance with a 
purpose and have a little fun 
with it.”

Alec Hutchin, ’18, 
highlighted the importance 
of Allegheny making a 
connection with the local 
community.

“Cookies and Milk will 
show how Allegheny can help 
bring the community together 
with the hope of giving the 
children a fun escape while 
helping them to bond a little 
as well,” said Hutchin. “It’s 
important for Allegheny to 
branch out to the younger 
members of the community 
and help them explore 
extracurricular activities 
other than just sports. This 
concert gives them a good 
opportunity for that.”

Call the Dance and 
Movement Studies office 
at 814-332-3388 to make a 
reservation.

By SHEA BEAUMONT
Contributing Writer
beaumonts@allegheny.edu

Meadville Community Theatre presents “Vanities” this 
weekend from Friday to Saturday, Dec. 4-5, next 

weekend from Friday to Saturday, Dec. 11-12 at 8 p.m. and on 
Dec. 6 and 13 at 2 p.m. at the Meadville Community Theatre in 
Odd Fellows Hall.

“Vanities” is directed by Audrey Schweitzer of the MCT and 
was written by Jack Heifner in 1976. It is a play about three 
best friends and the trajectory of their lives from high school to 
college and through to their later years.

“It is a bittersweet comedy that is an astute, snapshot sharp 
chronicle of the lives of three Texas girls,” said Katie Wickert, 
Allegheny College association scholar and member of the 
Meadville Community Theatre publicity committee. 

Wickert is part of the cast of three, alongside Meadville 

community members P.J Vogt and Sylvia Cagle.
The story is told in three acts and begins in 1963. Popular 

cheerleaders Joanne, Kathy and Mary rule with vivacity, 
running their high school. The second act tells of their college 
years during the late 1960s, continuing their inseparability, 
being in the same sorority. However, rifts form between the 
sorority sisters as they begin to form plans concerning life 
after college. Act Three flashes forward to their reunion in New 
York City in 1974, after their post-college decisions result in 
the dissolution of their closeness. The three ruminate about 
the paths their lives have taken. Truths are revealed and secrets 
exposed. 

The MCT play is $10 for adults and $7.50 for students and 
seniors. The Box Office number is (814) 333-1773 for further 
information.

By ALEÄA REYES  •  Photo Editor  •  reyesa@allegheny.edu

PHOTOS BY ALEÄA REYES/THE CAMPUS
Left: P.J Vogt, Katie Wickert and Sylvia Cagle play Joanne, Mary and Kathy, respectively on Thursday, Dec. 3, 2015. The three Texan cheerleaders practice 
for their high school’s pep rally before hearing news of President John F. Kennedy’s assassination. “Vanities” is showing in Odd Fellows Hall, presented 
by the Meadville Community Theatre.  Right: Wickert, Vogt and Gagle’s characters plan their high school’s prom.



December 4, 2015 AlleghenyCampus.com8 The Campus
[SPORTS]

Men’s and women’s basketball defeat Hiram College

By SHEA BEAUMONT
Contributing Writer
beaumonts@allegheny.edu

Men’s Basketball
Riding a six-game, 

non-conference losing streak, 
Allegheny (1-6, 1-0) pulled 
out their first victory during 
the NCAC home opener 
against Hiram College (3-2, 
0-1) on Wednesday, Dec. 2, in 
the David V. Wise Center. 

 The Gators survived a close 
finish to earn Head Coach 
Bob Simmons his first victory 
for the blue and gold, with a 
71-67 win over the Terriers. 

The team leadership was 
clearly on display during the 
Gator’s home opener victory 
as Simmons expected going 
into the conference showcase.

“We have several good lead-
ers in our men’s basketball 
family. It is hard to pick just 
one because we expect all of 
our men to be leaders and role 
models on and off the court,” 
Simmons said.

The performance from 
Evan Zabriski, ’17, played a 
large role in the Gator’s vic-
tory. The junior forward led 
all Allegheny scorers with 22 
points and added 13 rebounds 
for his third double-double of 
the season. Conor Macomb-
er, ’16, added 18 points of his 

own scoring 12 from behind 
the arc while Chris Milon, ’16, 
finished with 14.

Before the game, Zabriski 
said he knows the team can 
achieve big things, it is just a 
matter of getting the ball roll-
ing.

“I know if we really play 
as a team and buy into what 
coach is teaching and saying, 
we can successfully compete 
in the NCAC, make a run at 
the championship, but more 
importantly, represent Al-
legheny College to the best of 
our ability,” Zabriski said.

The Gators overcame a 
game that was swamped with 
24 turnovers against a strong 
defense from Hiram by shoot-
ing a productive percentage 
from the field and owning 
a dominating margin in re-
bounding.

During the first half of play, 
Allegheny got off to a strong 
start by taking an early 9-2 
lead two minutes into the 
contest. Throughout the re-
mainder of the half, the teams 
exchanged buckets while tak-
ing the lead from one another 
until the turning point of the 
half. 

Allegheny began to take 
the momentum of the game 
to close out the half when 
back-to-back 3-pointers from 

Zabriski and Macomber ig-
nited the streak of success. 

The Gators ended the half 
with a steal from Macomber 
that led to a last second layup 
by Zabriski to beat the buzzer 
and take a 35-28 into the half.

After the half, Allegheny 
worked to keep their lead for 
the remainder of the game. 
With the score of 67-66 and 
the Gators in favor, the Terri-
ers had the chance to take the 
lead with 30 seconds to go in 
the game.

Hiram was unable to pull 
ahead as Zabriski blocked a 
layup attempt then proceeded 
to send home a two-handed 
slam on the other end to put 
the Gators up 69-66 with 24 
seconds on the clock. The 
momentum was in Alleghe-
ny’s favor as they closed the 
game with a pair of Milon foul 
shots in the final six seconds 
of the game to outlast Hiram 
71-67. Simmons expects a lot 
out of his players, but a win 
in the conference opener on 
Wednesday eased some ten-
sion for the remainder of the 
season.

“My expectations for our 
men will always be: first is to 
graduate all of our players, 
second is to win in the class-
room, on the court and in the 
community,” said Simmons. 

“Lastly, when the game is 
over, I want people to say that 
our men competed, were well 
prepared and represented the 
college and our alumni in a 
first-class manner,” he said.

Donte Wallette, ’18, was 
excited about the remainder 
of the season after the con-
ference win but said the team 
has a lot to do in order to be 
successful.

“As a team, you know, we 
have to compete every game 
and prepare efficiently every 
practice if we want to reach 
our goal of ultimately win-
ning the conference,” said 
Wallette. “To be successful we 
have to trust the system that 
coach brings to the table, trust 
each other as teammates and 
believe in each other to do 
our jobs, and be accountable 
on and off the court. That will 
put us in the best position to 
win and reach our goals every 
game,” he said.

The Gators will now take to 
the road for a pair of NCAC 
matchups before the holiday 
break, beginning with their 
3 p.m. contest at Wittenberg 
University  this Saturday, Dec. 
5, 2015. 

Women’s Basketball
Coming off a non-confer-

ence, Thanksgiving weekend 
matchup where Allegheny 

pulled out an overtime win 
against Waynesburg Universi-
ty, the Gators defeated Hiram 
College 69-52 in their NCAC 
opener on Wednesday, Dec. 2, 
in the David V. Wise Center.

The Gators (4-3, 1-0) led 
the Terriers (5-3, 0-1) during 
the majority of the game and 
did not slow until the sound 
of the buzzer.

The performance from Kait-
lyn Fromknecht, ’16, played a 
key role in the Gators’ victo-
ry. The senior forward post-
ed a triple-double, tallying 
10 points, 11 rebounds and 
a school record 13 blocks in 
which she shattered her own 
previous record. 

Emma Pelicano, ’16, led 
Allegheny’s offense with 16 
points while Jessica Mrd-
jenovich, ’16, added 11 of her 
own for the Gators. 

Before the game, Mrd-
jenovich said conference 
games mean a lot to the team.  

“For us seniors specifically, 
we are coming from a place 
of a lot of experience playing 
against the teams in our con-
ference,” Mrdjenovich said. 
“This part of the season is 
what we have been working 
towards for the last three and 
a half years, and we are very 
excited to play our first con-
ference game at home and 

put all of our hard work to the 
test.”

The first quarter was a back-
and-forth affair where the Ga-
tors inched out a slight 13-12 
lead after the first 10 minutes 
of play. In the beginning of 
the second quarter, the Gators 
sparked a long 15-3 scoring 
run to close out the first half.

After the end of halftime, 
Mrdjenovich sunk a 3-point 
shot with the clock running 
down to set the final at 69-52.

Ifeyinwa Uwazie, ’16, said 
the Gators are looking for-
ward to achieving their goals 
for the remainder of the sea-
son after a conference home 
opener win.

“As a team, we are trying to 
take the season one game at 
a time,” Uwazie said. “We are 
focusing on shutting down 
our opponent’s best players 
and playing at our team’s fast 
pace. We are working to finish 
at the top half of the confer-
ence and hope to play in the 
NCAC championship game,” 
she said.

The Allegheny women close 
out the week and are looking 
to continue their two-game 
winning streak with a match-
up against Houghton College 
on Friday, Dec. 4 at 7 p.m. in 
the David V. Wise Center.

Gator basketball opens conference competition with first wins of  season

BRITTANY ADAMS/THE CAMPUS
Men’s basketball Head Coach Bob Simmons cheers for the men as they played against Hiram College on Wednesday, Dec. 3, 2015. The men’s and women’s teams 
took on Hiram on Wednesday, both earning their first wins in the conference. 

Hockey club remains positive despite low numbers

Allegheny’s ice hockey team 
returned to the ice on Oct. 25 
against visiting University of 
Pittsburgh at Bradford. The 
game ended in an 8-3 loss.

The team has competed in 
four games since and has yet 
to find success. However, the 
team has remained positive. 

The hockey club competes 
in the Open Tier 2 College 
Hockey East league, play-
ing teams around the area. 
The furthest they travel is 
Wooster, Ohio, about two and 
a half hours from Meadville. 

“The only team that we play 
in Allegheny’s conference is 
Wooster, but other than that 
we [play] little Pittsburgh 
schools and places around 
here,” said Trevor Gant, ’18.

With only 12 members the 
club is particularly small. The 
team is made up of three se-
nior captains, four juniors 

and five sophomores.  The 
size may affect the team’s skill 
depth but promotes an enjoy-
able environment. 

“We are super small, we 
only have around eight peo-
ple so we are like super close 
to each other,” said Gant, “We 
never get in fights with each 
other like we all kind of just 
accept each other it’s not hos-
tile at all.”

Ice hockey is one of the 
more affordable club sports 
on campus, costing $350 
which goes to the clubs activ-
ities.

“The fee is fairly low, the 
other clubs pay upwards of 
$1,000.00,” said Hayden Moy-
er, ’17.

As president of the club, 
Moyer deals with the admin-
istration and financial side of 
running the team. The club is 
currently looking to lower the 
already minimal fee accord-
ing to Moyer. 

While the team travels for 
a few games each season, the 

majority of games are played 
at the Meadville Area Recre-
ation Center. The program is 
always looking for more fans 
and members. 

Gant said being a club sport 
at a DIII institute does not re-
quire an immense amount of 
commitment.  The team prac-
tices only two days a week and 
has approximately 10 to 12 
games a season. 

However, the club also 

holds benefits that varsity 
team sports possess such as 
team bonding, traveling op-
portunities and the ability to 
continue to play the sport 
you love.

“We take our own bus-
es which is always fun. We 
drive ourselves so we will 
stop at Chipotle or go to 
Eatin’ Park at one in the 
morning,” Gant said.

Due to small numbers the 
organization is always look-
ing for more participants 
and there is no requirement 
for experience to join the 
club. 

“If anyone is interested we 
need people, if you can skate 
and you have a stick we will 
take you,” Gant said. 

The team has members 
who have been playing 
hockey since they were 3 
years old and those who 
have only played since their 
senior year of high school. 

“I played hockey as a kid 
and when I found out Al-

By MORGAN BUSH
Contributing Writer
bushm@allegheny.edu

Come to the Timeout Tavern to enjoy  

$3.00 PBR pitchers all the time, 

$2.00 16 oz. aluminum pints all the time,   

and $1.50 IC Light cans.   

Come on Wednesday nights for karaoke, drink your favorite 
drink, sing your favorite song, with your favorite people 

$1.50 wells 10-12.   

Keep watching for our new upcoming specials and events!  

Timeout Tavern
Have a safe and happy 

vacation! We’ll see you back at 
the Tavern next year! Watch for 
changes and new drink specials 
nightly in the upcoming year!

legheny had a team it was great 
because I was able to go back 
to playing one of  the sports I 
loved,” said Joe Wesolowski, 
’18. “It means a lot knowing 
someone who loves the game 
can play again in college even if 
they have been out of the game 

for sometime.”
The hockey club invites any 

of those interested in playing 
to contact Moyer.

The Gators step onto the 
ice Saturday, Dec. 5  against 
The College of Wooster at the 
MARC at 10 p.m.

It means a lot know-
ing someone who 
loves the game can 
play again in college 
even if they have 
been out of the game 
for sometime. 

“

“

Joe Wesolowski
Class of 2018

ADVERTISEMENT


