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With the class of 2020 re-
ceiving acceptance letters 
from Allegheny College, the  
admissions office has contin-
ued preparing current stu-
dents to represent the college 
to prospective students.

“There’s no better ambas-
sador about how amazing 
Allegheny is than the current 
students,” said Cornell Le-
Sane, vice president for en-

rollment and dean of admis-
sions.

According to Jason And-
racki, senior assistant director 
of admissions, current stu-
dents serve as tour guides—
known as Gator Guides—as 
well as overnight hosts for 
prospective students and pan-
elists at open houses. Andrac-
ki said Gator Guides are paid 
positions, while other roles 
with admissions are filled by 
student volunteers. 

Allegheny employs stu-
dents in similar ways to other 
liberal arts schools and col-

leges in the region.
Sarah Burns, assistant di-

rector of admissions at Ohio 
Wesleyan University, said 
tour guides at Ohio Wesleyan 
are paid, while students who 
host prospective students 
overnight or visit their former 
high schools as ambassadors 
for the school are volunteers. 

At the Behrend Campus of 
Pennsylvania State University, 
Andrew Konkol, associate di-
rector of admissions, said its 
tour guides, known as Lion 
Scouts, had to complete a rig-
orous application process that 
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included essays and letters of 
recommendation before be-
ing employed.

The application for Gator 
Guides, available on the Al-
legheny website, requires six 
short essays and a faculty ref-
erence. Andracki said Gator 
Guides, in addition to pro-
viding tours, call prospective 
students during two required 
shifts per semester. 

Andracki said Gator 
Guides allow prospective stu-
dents to see an accurate re-
flection of campus life.

“In terms of how you talk 

about your relationship with 
the faculty, what you say 
about the comp, we rely on 
[students] to tell their stories,” 
Andracki said. “It’s not going 
to be helpful, it’s not going to 
be authentic, if people are just 
feeding the company line.”

Overnight hosts also play 
a role in the admissions pro-
cess. According to Andrac-
ki, current students sign up 
to host prospective students 

College 
faces 
phishing 
attack

MEGHAN HAYMAN/THE CAMPUS

Maggie Dugan, ’18, paints the face of Elsie Hendricks, ’18, during Karneval on Thursday, Feb. 18, 2016. Both students studied 

abroad in Cologne, Germany last semester and experienced Karneval in the city. 

German house hosts Karneval 

Scores of faculty, staff and 
administration have been 
unknowingly giving their 
Allegheny credentials over 
to an internet phishing scam 
received through an email 
claiming to share a Dropbox. 

The scam began spreading 
when a student received an 
email from a non-Allegheny 
account early in February. 
When the student clicked on 
the Dropbox link and entered 
their requested Allegheny 
credentials, the student gave 
over their username and pass-
word to a phishing attack that 
took control of their account 
and sent a similar email to ev-
eryone in their contacts. 

Information Technolo-
gy Services was notified of 
the spreading scam by Goo-
gle, which has a feature that 
monitors email accounts for 
unusual behavior like email-
ing multiple mass messages. 
Once suspicious behavior is 
detected, Google shuts down 
the account and notifies the 
site administrators. 

Drew McMillin, the help 
desk manager and user sup-
port specialist at ITS, said ITS 
must reactivate the account 
once it has been shut down.

“If you left your account 
open long enough, there 
could have been a phase two 
to the attack,” McMillin said. 

He said this could include 
collecting bank account in-
formation, but James Fadden, 
the director of ITS, said that 
he does not have reason to 
believe this could happen at 
Allegheny. 

“As far as we know, this 
has just caused a lot of chaos,” 
Fadden said. “My concern is...
at some point it’s not going to 
just be that.”

He emphasized the impor-
tance of exercising caution 
and keeping an eye out for 
suspicious activity, because 
the phishing attack could still 
develop. 

Dan Cheung, ’17, was one 
of the students to receive the 
email and accidentally sur-
rendered his account infor-
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Allegheny students play increasing role in Admissions 
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There’s no better am-
bassador about how 
amazing Allegheny is 
than the current stu-
dents. 

“

“

Cornell LeSane
Vice President for 
Enrollment and Dean of 
Admissions

See ADMISSIONS     
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Allegheny Student Gov-
ernment Vice President Tess 
Bracken, ’17, voiced concerns 
regarding an inaccurate and 
controversial drug display 
which appeared in the campus 
center lobby, at ASG’s meeting 
on Tuesday, Feb. 16. She said 
the administration has yet to 
give a proper apology.   

The display, which was 

created through a partnership 
with the Office of Student In-
volvement and the Wellness 
Institute, first appeared in the 
campus center lobby on Jan. 
22, 2016. The display present-
ed information on commonly 
abused drugs on college cam-
puses. 

The display was removed 
on Jan. 24 by OSI due to con-
cerns brought forth by the 
Allegheny chapter of Active 
Minds about the accuracy and 
implications of some of the 

ASG vice president pushes for apology
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information presented. 
Associate Dean of Students 

Jacquie Kondrot submitted 
a letter to the editor to The 
Campus, which ran on Feb. 
4. In the letter, Kondrot apol-
ogized for the nature of the 
display and vowed that the 
college will work to do better 
in future. 

“On behalf of my col-
leagues in the Division of Stu-
dent Affairs, I acknowledge 
that display was not appro-
priate and extend my sincere 

apologies to the Allegheny 
community. We are commit-
ted to moving forward and 
have taken steps to address 
the concerns expressed by 
members of the community,” 
wrote Kondrot. 

Bracken said she does not 
believe the letter is sufficient. 

“They are saying the letter 
to the editor in The Campus 
is enough...I really do think a 
campus-wide email would be 

See ASG   page 2

I really do think a 
campus-wide email 
would be appropri-
ate.

“

“

Tess Bracken 
Class of 2017

Kondrot strives to move forward from drug display controversy

Allegheny hosted a German Karneval on 
Thursday, Feb. 18 in honor of a similar celebra-
tion that will be taking place overseas.

According to germanclubsandiego.org Ger-
man Karneval is the German version of Mardi 
Gras.  The celebration begins on Nov. 11 at 11:11 
a.m. and continues until Ash Wednesday, usu-
ally in February or March. Karneval is traced 
back to Medieval times when areas of Germany 
were under harsh monarchy rule.  Karneval was 
a time where common people were able to poke 
fun at royalty and live by their own rules for a 
day.

The people would select a mock government 
who would rule over Karneval season.  There 
were parades, elaborate spreads of food and 
drink, masquerade balls, costumes and dancing 
in the street.  According to Maggie Dugan, ’18, 
the celebration is not much different in Germany 
now.

Dugan studied abroad in Cologne, Germany 
for four months last semester and was able to 
take part in Karneval while she was there. 

“Karneval is the celebration of the fifth sea-
son,” Dugan said.  “In Cologne specifically they 
have a lot of cultural aspects to the city, especial-

ly in the old part of the city, that are devoted spe-
cifically to Karneval.”   

Dugan said when she was there all of the Al-
legheny students who studied in Germany cele-
brated the beginning of Karneval. She said that 
there are two big days to celebrate, one marking 
the beginning of Karneval and the other mark-
ing the end. The bigger of the two days marks the 
end of the season.

“We all got dressed up, and we all went into 
the city, and the trains are jammed that day go-
ing into the city,” Dugan said.  “You go down 

See KARNEVAL   page 7
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CPP hosts second Agents 

of Change conference

As part of the Year of 
Meadville, organizers worked 
with the Center for Political 
Participation to hold a coop-
erative Agents of Change con-
ference on Feb. 13, 2016, from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The conference focused 
largely on political partici-
pation, organizing and activ-
ism. This is the second annual 
Agents of Change conference. 

A variety of workshops 
were held throughout the day 
on subjects some of which 
were informal networking 
and mapping community 
issues. The keynote speak-
er, John Fetterman, has been 
mayor of Braddock since 
2005 and has been working 
to improve the city by curbing 
violence, creating jobs and in-
creasing youth involvement 

in the community. 
“In a really general sense, 

it was about how to mobi-
lize college campuses,” said 
Heather Bosau, ’17.

Bosau is a CPP fellow who 
helped lead one of the break-
out sessions at the conference 
with Mikki Franklin, ’16. Bo-
sau said that their break-out 
session was one of five, and 
was specifically designed for 
college students.  

“It was really about con-
necting people and...how to 
organize and mobilize around 
issues,” she said. 

Bosau said she and Frank-
lin wrote up a scenario and 
those in attendance discussed 
different ways to address the 
made-up issue as a commu-
nity and how to vote in ways 
that will improve it. 

Although Bosau was un-
sure of the number of people 
who attended the conference 
because there were numerous 

workshops going on at once, 
she said many people came 
to Tippie Alumni Center to 
listen to Fetterman’s keynote 
address. 

Franklin said many peo-
ple left after the first session 
of workshops, she believes 
because of the bad weather. 
Even so, she did not think the 
conference attendance was 
poor. 

“There was a decent 
amount of people,” she said. 

During lunch, there was a 
panel led by five people, in-
cluding two Allegheny pro-
fessors, an Allegheny alumna 
and two community organiz-
ers, one from Pennsylvania 
and one from Iowa. 

Assistant Professor of Po-
litical Science Andrew Bloes-
er was one of the Allegheny 
professors on the panel, and 
said although he could not 
speak on the panel’s success, 
he was impressed with the 
student response to it. 

“I was just really impressed 
by [students’] level of engage-
ment and the questions they 
were asking,” Bloeser said. “I 
feel like I was learning all day 
long.”

He also said he enjoyed the 
quality of the conference. 

“One of the things that I 
found most exciting...was that 
students [and alumni] were 
at the forefront of organizing 
this conference,” said Bloeser. 

One of these alumni was 
Paige Missel, ’14, who is an 
Americorps VISTA leader for 
the Lake Effect Leaders pro-
gram based out of Alleghe-
ny. She invited Bloeser to the 
conference. 

“[Missel] happened to 
know that before I came to 

Allegheny, I worked doing 
organizing in Champagne, Il-
linois,” Bloeser said. 

Bloeser’s panel focused 
on the community organiz-
ing work the panelists had 
done. Bloeser specifically did 
canvassing, interviewing and 
community organizing in Il-
linois to gather cooperative 
efforts to challenge health is-
sues that had come about. 

“That was a rather power-
ful experience for me,” Bloes-
er said. 

Bosau believes the confer-
ence was successful overall. 
As they frequently do at their 
events, the CPP fellows also 
had voter registration forms 
available for whoever want-
ed them. She also said that 
the CPP will likely hold more 
events about political partici-
pation in the near future. 

“I think with the upcom-
ing election, especially with 
the Year of Meadville, that’s 
where we’ll be focusing,” Bo-
sau said. 

EMAIL from page 1

ALEÄA REYES/THE CAMPUS

The Agents of Change conference was coordinated through a cooperative effort by Allegheny’s Center for Political 

Participation and the Year of Meadville organizers on Feb. 13, 2016. 

mation to the attack. The first 
time he got it, he knew the 
sender, and so he had no sus-
picions. 

“[My friend and I] were 
discussing housing at some 
point, so I thought he sent me 
a Google doc,” Cheung said.

He entered his informa-
tion, but Google did not de-
tect suspicious activity, even 
after an email was sent from 
his account. As a result, his 
account was never shut down. 

“I actually never did any-
thing about it,” Cheung said. 

Despite the number of 
people who have received the 
email, Cheung said he be-
lieves at this point people are 
aware of the threat the Drop-
box email poses. 

“I think people were aware 
of it, so they knew not to click 
on it,” Cheung said. 

According to Fadden, 
this phishing scam has been 
traced back as far as England, 
to a person who has no direct 
affiliation to the college. He 
said the scam could be new, 
but it could also be years old.

“It could keep coming back 
if people keep giving creden-

tials,” Fadden said. “With how 
much we all use technology 
in different ways, we are the 
greatest threat to security, be-
cause we’re human, and we 
make mistakes,” 

According to Fadden, 
phishing scams have steadily 
become more convincing. 

“Two or three years ago, 
if you found bad grammar in 
[the email], you knew they 
were fake,” he said. 

Fadden said this is the 
largest phishing attack the 
college has seen in several 
years. Because the emails have 
become so realistic, Fadden 
recommends users hover over 
suspicious links before click-
ing on them and checking the 
URL that appears in the lower 
lefthand corner of the screen. 
If the link claims to be going 
to one place, but actually links 
to another, Fadden said the 
user should not open it. 

“The best thing you could 
do is say, ‘this seems fishy,’” 
Fadden said. 

If a user has already clicked 
on the link, Fadden encour-
ages them to immediately 
change their passwords. 

Although Fadden believes 
that using caution and know-
ing safe practices is import-
ant, he said that it still may 
not be enough. 

“Even doing all the right 
things, bad things still hap-
pen,” he said. 

Two other phishing scams 
have been caught before 
spreading as well, one of 
which Fadden said was an al-
most exact replica of real bank 
emails he has seen before. 

“It’s just another example 
of how pervasive technology 
is and how important it is for 
people to be aware of what 
they’re doing,” Fadden said. 
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CONTRIBUTED BY MIKKI FRANKLIN

Center for Political Participation fellows Heather Bo-

sau, ’17, and Mikki Franklin, ‘16, worked together to 

lead a workshop at the Agents of Change conference. 

With how much we all 

use technology in dif-

ferent ways, we are 

the greatest threat 

to security, because 

we’re human, and we 

make mistakes.

“

“

James Fadden 

Director of Information 
Technology Services
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appropriate,” Bracken said. 
In her weekly report, 

Bracken said she had met 
with Kondrot to discuss the 
issue. According to Bracken, 
Kondrot was initially in favor 
of of a campus-wide email 
apologizing for the display, 
but after speaking with oth-
er administrators, including 
Executive Vice President and 
Chief Operating Officer Sue 
Stuebner, she told Bracken 
she felt the letter was enough 
and that she did not want to 
keep “poking and prodding” 
the issue. 

“So she was not able to do 
what she thought was neces-
sary,” Bracken said.

Kondrot said she feels the 
letter was sufficient, but she 
does not wish to downplay 
the issue. 

“I continue to be con-
cerned about what happened 
with the display and the in-
formation that was displayed,” 
Kondrot said. 

Kondrot is working with 
students on campus to focus 
more on the effects of illegal 
drugs on college campuses, 
while also addressing mental 
health issues.   

“I’m hopeful we can move 
forward in a positive direc-
tion on this,” Kondrot said. 

Bracken also updated ASG 
on her ad hoc committee’s 
work on improving pedes-
trian safety on campus. She 
said the committee is hopeful 
there will be a new crosswalk 
in front of Caflisch Hall in the 
foreseeable future. 

Walter Stover, ’17, report-
ed he had met with Director 
of Physical Plant Cliff Willis, 
who told him they are work-
ing to completely overhaul 
lighting on North Main Street 
in the next four to five years. 

Despite the perceived 
progress, class of 2018 Sena-
tor David Odusanya voiced 
his concern that the issue of 
student safety on campus has 
not been taken seriously by 
administrators and accused 
them of “dragging their feet,” 
saying the issue of adequate 
lighting has been a conversa-
tion on campus for years.  

“I think it’s a little ridicu-
lous that student safety is not 
a priority...it’s been three or 
four years and nothing has 
been done,” Odusanya said. 

Dean of Students Kim-
berly Ferguson, who was at 
the meeting, spoke to this 
concern saying the adminis-
tration has already approved 
funds to better illuminate 
campus security call boxes 
around campus. She encour-
aged ASG to conduct a “light 
walk” with administration in 
order to identify areas in need 
of better lighting if this is still 
a concern for students. 

Bracken replied that ASG 
conducted a “light walk” last 
semester. Ferguson recom-
mended another one might 
be beneficial given staffing 
changes since the last walk. 

“I think the issue you’ve 
had in the past is changes 
in administration...and you 
know when there are changes 
things fall through the gaps 
and don’t get done,” Ferguson 
said.

Provost and Dean of the 
College Ron Cole is scheduled 
to attend ASG’s next meet-
ing on Feb. 23, where he will 
speak on the issue of student 
retention. The meeting will be 
at 7 p.m. on the third floor of 
the campus center.  

One of the things that 

I found most excit-

ing...was that students 

[and alumni] were at 

the forefront of orga-

nizing this conference. 

“
“

Andrew Bloeser

Assistant Professor 
of Political Science

during open houses and for 
individual visits. 

Victoria Pless, an admis-
sions counselor and overnight 
visit coordinator at Allegheny, 
said students generally sign 
up to host one prospective 
student, but some hosts can 
have two or more.

LeSane said more students 
are signing up to be overnight 
hosts than in previous years. 
He also said students are be-
coming more involved in the 
admissions process. 

“In many cases, we get stu-
dents lining up to say, ‘How 
can I help? How can I talk 
about this special place that is 
Allegheny,’” LeSane said.

Andracki emphasized the 
effectiveness of using current 

students to speak with pro-
spective students.

“The standard panel ques-
tion that comes up is ‘Why did 
you ultimately choose Allegh-
eny?’” Andracki said. “And a 
lot of times, we hear, ‘It was 
this tour guide, or my host. I 
was made to feel welcome and 
feel like I was going to be part 
of a community here.’”

Current students recog-
nize the helpfulness of stu-
dents working in admissions.

“[My overnight host] was 
great and showed me around 
the campus and made me re-
alize how nice everyone here 
was,” said Michaela Schlicht-
krull, ’19. “We still keep in 
contact today and she an-
swered any concerns that I 

had at the time.”
Andracki said while the 

role of students in admissions 
has remained similar since he 
started in 1999, the college 
looks for ways to showcase 
current students in the ad-
missions process. LeSane said 
a newer role of students pre-
sented itself in recent years.

“Social media would be 
the newest way we’re utilizing 
some of our students,” LeSane 
said.

Admissions Intern Re-
becca Fox, ’16, said she and 
another student are creating 
Twitter and Instagram ac-
counts solely for the admis-
sions office, in addition to the 
use of class Facebook pages, 
under the supervision of an 

ADMISSIONS from page 1

admissions counselor.
Fox said the role of stu-

dents, both via social media 
and in person, is beneficial 
for providing a more intimate 
view of Allegheny.

“There’s something very 
personable in...talking to 
someone on campus and 
learning about their experi-
ences,” Fox said.

Andracki said social me-
dia presence is just one way to 
represent the college to pro-
spective students.

“Our students are often the 
first face that our prospec-
tive students meet from Al-
legheny,” said Andracki. “We 
always want to make a good 
first impression, and our stu-
dents do that.” 
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EVENTS CALENDAR

Muslim Lunch and Prayers
Friday, Feb. 19, 12:30 p.m., PAM Retreat 

All are welcome.

Student Conversation with Author Ben Hewitt
Friday, Feb. 19, 4 p.m., Grounds for Change

The Year of Meadville and the Department of Environmental Science host 
an informal conversation with students and the author of “The Town That 
Food Saved.” Discuss topics including what a localized food system looks 

like; how such a system can impact a community environmentally, socially 
and economically. The event includes an open tab at GFC.

Shabbat Service and Dinner
Friday, Feb. 19, 5 p.m., Jewish Community Center

Daniel Hotary will lead the service and be available for conversation over 
dinner. All are welcome.

Talk by Ben Hewitt, author of “The Town That Food Saved”
Friday, Feb. 19, 7 p.m., Ford Chapel

This Year of Meadville keynote event will focus on how communities can 
work together to develop a strong food system that supports both people 

and natural resources. Free child care will be provided.

Late Night Event: Flower Pot Decorating with Tri Delta
Friday, Feb. 19, 10 p.m., Campus Center Lobby

Paint and decorate a flower pot and receive flower seeds and planting soil.
 

Panel Discussion on Regional Food Systems
Saturday, Feb. 20, 10:30 a.m. to noon, Lew Davies Community Center, 1034 

Park Ave.
Hear from leaders throughout the region who are working to make their 
own local food systems more sustainable, building their local economy 

through agricultural industry, and making local and healthy foods more 
accessible. A free shuttle for students departs from the parking lot outside 

Baldwin Hall at 10:10 a.m.

Open Mic Night
Saturday, Feb. 20, 9 p.m., Ravine Lounge

Enjoy an intimate coffee shop experience and treats from Confections of a 
Cake Lover.

Chapel Service
Sunday, Feb. 21, 11 a.m., Ford Chapel

This service continues a series of sermons on the parable of the Prodigal 
Son that will run throughout the season of Lent. The communion service 

will be followed by a light lunch. All are welcome.

Senior Recital: Lauren Dominique and Drew Daigle
Sunday, Feb. 21, 3:15 p.m., Ford Chapel

Professor Emeritus Ward Jamison will accompany.

Chinese New Year and Lantern Festival Celebration
Sunday, Feb. 21, 6 p.m., Campus Center Lobby

The Department of Modern and Classical Languages and A5 invite you to 
explore Chinese culture through performances, music, dance and food.

Catholic Mass
Sunday, Feb. 21, 6:30 p.m., Ford Chapel

Mass is celebrated by Catholic Campus Minister Father Jeff Lucas.

Lunchtime Learning Program with CEO of kWantera
Tuesday, Feb. 23, 12:30 p.m., Quigley Auditorium

The Center for Business and Economics and the Allegheny Gateway host 
Mark DeSantis, the CEO of fast-growing energy management company 
kWantera, who will share his methods for building a personal network. 

Lunch will be provided for about 40 people. 

Black Heritage Month Film Festival: “The Black Power Mixtape”
Tuesday, Feb. 23, 6 to 9 p.m., Pelletier Collaboratory

ABC presents this documentary by director Goran Olsson.

International Film Festival
Wednesday, Feb. 24, 7 p.m., The Movies at Meadville

The Department of Modern and Classical Languages continues its annual 
international film festival with “Girlhood” (France, 2014; in French with 
subtitles). General admission is $7. A free shuttle for Allegheny students 

departs from North Main Street at Brooks Walk at 6:10 and 6:30 p.m.

11th Annual Lehman Medical Ethics Lecture, with Daniel E. Hall
Wednesday, Feb. 24, 7:30 p.m., Quigley Hall Auditorium

Daniel E. Hall—associate professor of surgery at the University of 
Pittsburgh, UPMC Presbyterian; staff surgeon with the VA Pittsburgh 

Healthcare System; and core investigator with the VA Center for Health 
Equity Research and Promotion—will speak on “Patient-Centered Decision 

Making for Frail Patients Considering Elective Surgery.”

Information Session on the Global Citizen Scholars Program
Thursday, Feb. 25, 12:15 p.m., Campus Center 303

Learn more about the Global Citizen Scholars Program, an initiative 
seeking motivated first-year students. The program will provide students 
with unique learning opportunities in civic engagement, global learning 
and U.S. diversity. Contact Laura Reeck at lreeck@allegheny.edu or Dave 

Roncolato at droncola@allegheny.edu with questions.

Playshop Theatre: “Mr. Burns: A Post-Electric Play”
Thursday, Feb. 25, 8 p.m., Gladys Mullenix Black Theatre

A comedy by Anne Washburn about survivors, storytelling, mythology and 
“The Simpsons” following a nuclear event. Music by Michael Friedman. 

Lyrics by Anne Washburn. Mark Cosdon directs. Ticket information can be 
found on the Playshop Theatre website. Performances continue through the 

weekend.

The Campus is printed every Friday 
during the academic year, except during breaks 
and exam periods. 

Advertising:(814)332-5386
Box 12, Allegheny College 
520 N. Main St.  
Meadville, PA 16335
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50% off an appetizer when you 
spend $40 or more. One coupon per 
check and coupon must be present.

CORRECTION

In the Feb. 12, 2016, issue of The Campus, the percentages from the 
poll on Nesset’s sentencing were misidentified. Seventy-eight percent of 

respondents thought the sentence was too light. One percent thought the 
sentence was too harsh. Seventeen percent thought the sentence fit the 

crime. Four percent selected “other.”

ADVERTISEMENT
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Romance was a $19.7 bil-
lion industry in 2015. At least, 
it was last Valentine’s Day ac-
cording to the National Retail 
Federation.

What we know as Valen-
tine’s Day only recently be-
came a celebration of love. The 
earliest traces of Valentine’s 
Day can be found in ancient 
Rome, in the pagan festival of 
Lupercalia, an event that took 
place from Feb. 13-15. 

Men would sacrifice goats 
and dogs to the gods and then 
run through the streets, whip-
ping women as they passed 
with strips of the hides. This 
practice was believed to in-
crease fertility among young 
women. There was also a 

Blind dates and goat hides: the bizzare origins of Valentine’s Day

THE   SIMPLE   THINGS

Comic by Jonathon Yee 

Signs you might be abroad: How to navigate love overseas

blind date system in place for 
the festival. Men would draw 
the names of women out of a 
jar, and the two would be cou-
pled for the rest of Lupercalia. 

The festival of Lupercalia 
bears little resemblance to the 
Valentine’s Day with which we 
are now familiar. This is par-
tially due to the erasure of Pa-
gan practices by the Catholic 
church. In the time of Emper-
or Claudius II of Rome, there 
were two men named Valen-
tine. Both were executed on 
Feb. 14 of different years, and 
both sometime in the third 
century. Their martyrdom 
was honored by the Catholic 
church with the celebration of 
St. Valentine’s Day on Feb. 14. 

St. Valentine’s Day and 
Lupercalia were then com-
bined into one holiday by the 
church in the fifth century. 

In Elizabethan England 

the holiday finally began to 
take on its modern form and 
meaning. The tie between ro-
mance and St. Valentine’s Day 
was established in the works 
of the most popular poets 
of the age, Shakespeare and 
Chaucer. During this time pe-
riod it became customary for 
people to create paper cards 
and deliver them to their 
loved ones to celebrate. 

The Industrial Revolution 
saw the beginnings of mass 
produced valentines, and the 
beginning of the commer-
cialization of the holiday. In 
Kansas City, Missouri in the 
year 1916, Hallmark Cards 
began production on their 
first cards. 

Although Valentine’s Day 
has a long cultural history, it 
is increasingly referred to as a 
“Hallmark Holiday.” The term 
is used describe any holiday 

that exists primarily for com-
mercial purposes. Look no 
further than the third Satur-
day in October, or “Sweetest 
Day.” This holiday was in-
vented by 12 confectioners in 
Cleveland, Ohio to promote 
candy sales.  

Today, Sweetest Day is still 
celebrated in the Great Lakes 
region. Hallmark offers more 
than 70 Sweetest Day cards, 
80 percent of which have a 
“love or romance” theme. It 
also offers other Sweetest Day 
themed items, such as choco-
lates, picture frames and Hall-
mark Gift Books. 

It is hard to argue that con-
sumerism is not a huge part 
of how we celebrate holidays 
in the U.S. According to the 
National Retail Federation, 
holiday sales have increased 
every year since 2008. In 
2015, Americans spent a total 

of $626.1 billion on holidays. 
Many people argue that our 
propensity to throw money 
at Hallmark around the hol-
idays strips the holiday of its 
intended meaning. 

Anna Jarvis was annoyed 
that most American holidays 
were honoring male Ameri-
cans and their achievements. 
So in 1908, she held the first 
ever Mother’s Day celebra-
tion. After a successful let-
ter-writing campaign, the 
holiday went national. How-
ever, she was less than pleased 
with the attention it received 
by corporations. 

By the time Congress ap-
proved the holiday in 1914, 
Jarvis was openly opposed to 
it. She focused her criticism 
on the people who were prof-
iting from her day: florists, 
candy makers and greet-
ing-card companies. Her in-

tent had been for the holiday 
to be a quiet day for people to 
visit their mothers. 

The day was quickly hi-
jacked by capitalism. The 
same thing can be safely said 
about major religious holi-
days like Christmas and Eas-
ter, and even holidays with 
long traditions such as Valen-
tine’s Day. Businesses would 
have to be dumb not to take 
advantage of holiday consum-
erism. 

But does it really matter 
that someone is profiting? 
Why should the fact that Hall-
mark profits on Valentine’s 
Day tarnish it? Valentine’s 
Day is a day about making 
one another feel loved. Planet 
earth is host to a lot of hor-
rible things. Climate change, 
the refugee crisis, Donald 
Trump’s hair. Is this really 
worth complaining about?

With Valentine’s day oc-
curring last week we could 
not help but think back to the 
love we experienced while 
abroad. Affection in Mexico 
was in your face for Ashley, 
while it was rarely seen by 
Jackie in India. 

When people think of 
Latin culture, a common il-
lustration appears: a sultry 
man, maybe with the face of 
Enrique Iglesias, one extra 
button undone on a white 
button up (the infamous “Lat-
in button”), sporting perfect 
salsa dance moves and gelled 
hair. A lot of that has to do 

machismo, and that is a top-
ic of conversation for another 
column. This Latin Man may 
have been the main charac-
ter of many a Valentine’s Day 
commercial this year. Love in 
Latin American culture is, of 
course, not so cookie cutter 
(although the Latin button re-
ally does exist). 

By day, Mexican university 
students are just like you and 
me, but they typically are in 
relationships. When the sun 
starts to go down in Mexico, 
a strange thing begins to hap-
pen. The couples who were 
already annoying and lov-
ey-dovey all day flock to the 
parks. Some of these parks 
are barely larger than a North 
Village II double. Even if they 
only have four benches, at 

least three of these benches 
are taken up by couples kiss-
ing (read: sucking face). 

A daily fear of Ashley’s 
walking home from the bus 
stop in the dark after her late-
night classes was not that she 
would be kidnapped, but in-
stead that she would find one 
of her host brothers (ages 15 
and 20) sitting at the park 
near her house making out 
with a girlfriend. Because the 
American in her was scream-
ing at all of these couples pub-
licly showing their infatuation 
to “get a room.” 

Alas, here is another 
teachable moment regarding 
cultural values. When Mexi-
cans see these young couples 
(ages 15 to 25) out in public, 
“all tangled up” bile does not 

start to rise in their throats. 
Instead, they think of when 
they, too, were young and in 
love, smile and move on with 
their lives while the outsiders 
stare uncomfortably. 

Why the romantic behav-
ior? Mexicans live with their 
parents until they are in their 
late 20s or married.  Couples 
do not physically engage in the 
house; in the more traditional 
family households the signifi-
cant other is not allowed past 
the dining room, and even 
then that is rare. Therefore, all 
courting must take place out-
side of the house. The young 
couples typically go on strolls 
or they “dar la vuelta,” which 
literally translates to “give the 
turn.” 

In India there are two 

By JACQUELINE 
VERRECCHIA 
and ASHLEY MULRYAN
Contributing Writers
verrecchiaj@allegheny.edu

types of marriages: romantic 
and arranged. In more urban 
areas romantic marriages are 
common, but in rural areas 
arranged marriages are the 
norm. Jackie lived in Ban-
galore so she mostly came 
across romantic relationships. 

But even in a metropolitan 
area with 8.5 million people, 
love was rarely seen. In India 
people generally do not touch 
each other, even when greet-
ing, so you could never know 
if people were on a date or in 
love because there was never 
physical affection. 

Additionally, men and 
women did not socialize to-
gether in public unless they 
were married. If you were 
looking to fall in love it would 
be challenging, as you could 

not be in public together. 
Love in India was a pri-

vate matter and nothing like 
a Bollywood movie. Jackie of-
ten read the Sunday marriage 
ads in the local newspaper. 
There were often more than a 
hundred ads, for individuals 
or families seeking a partner. 
Reading these ads showed 
that both sexes want a part-
ner that makes a lot of money 
and is educated—something 
Americans typically want. 

As a foreigner, Jackie still 
does not understand how 
people fall in love in India 
in metropolitan areas when 
there are such strict cultural 
norms regarding how people 
interact with each other. But 
she suspects that there was a 
lot she simply did not see. 

Why we deal with primaries and caucuses

Thus far we have experi-
enced the Iowa caucus and 
New Hampshire primary, 
with the Nevada (D) caucus 
and South Carolina (R) pri-
mary to follow on Saturday, 
Feb. 20. 

The primary election 
serves to nominate one can-
didate from each party to 
represent that party in the 
general election. Simply put, 
it narrows the field. While a 
number of third parties exist 
in the United States, they typ-
ically have little success in the 
general elections.

Why are third parties not 
usually successful? In part it 
is a matter of absorption. If 

any third party differentiates 
itself enough on a particular 
issue to get noticed, that issue 
eventually becomes absorbed 
into the platforms of the two 
major parties, rendering the 
third obsolete. 

In fact, the last president 
who was neither a Democrat 
or Republican was Millard 
Fillmore, a Whig, and he in-
herited the position from 
Zachary Taylor when Taylor 
died in office in 1850. In oth-
er words, he was not officially 
elected. 

The caucus was original-
ly the standard in American 
political primaries, but now 
only ten states use the sys-
tem. Why did so many switch 
to primaries? State govern-
ments run the primaries, and 
state parties run the caucuses. 

Letter to 
the Editor

As a third-year resident of 
Walker Hall, I’ve learned not 
to expect luxury. But a year 
or so after they seem to have 
fixed the, umm, sewage-leak-
ing-from-the-ceiling prob-
lem, is a bat-free living envi-
ronment too much to ask? 

After reading Tyler Stigall’s 
graphic description of the 
deadly symptoms of rabies, 
I still have nothing against 
cute construction paper bats. 
I’m even willing to tolerate 
the occasional late-night bat 
in Pelletier—at least there 
we’re usually fully clothed and 
semi-awake. But we have to 
draw the line somewhere.

David Belfiglio, ’16

Someone has to pay for this 
process, and state parties do 
not want to foot the bill.

Primaries use a secret bal-
lot system, as in the general 
election, while caucuses tend 
to be a raise your hand or split 
into groups sort of affair. As a 
result, caucuses tend to be one 
party affairs. In addition, due 
to the nature of the caucus 
system, absentee ballots are 
not recognized. This serves 
to disenfranchise the elderly, 
disabled and military person-
nel who may not be in-state at 
the time. 

The Iowa caucus is pivot-
al in the presidential prima-
ries, arguably since Jimmy 
Carter spent a huge amount 
of time there in his 1976 bid 
for the Democratic nomina-
tion. Much of this is because 

By MICHAEL ROSS
Contributing Writer
rossm@allegheny.edu

By EMILY GREENE
Staff  Writer
greenee@allegheny.edu

Iowa comes first. As a result, 
it serves as the first real litmus 
test of a candidate’s platform 
and how well it is received by 
the American public. In fact, 
no candidate finishing worse 
than third in Iowa has ever 
won the nomination. Months 
of polling data have accu-
mulated beforehand, but the 
Iowa caucus and New Hamp-
shire primary show a candi-
date’s real potential to party 
leadership. If you do not make 
a strong showing in Iowa or 
New Hampshire, going into 
Nevada and South Carolina 
you might begin to wonder 
whether you are simply wast-
ing your money. 

I feel inclined to point out 
how irresponsible it is that 
our first and arguably most 
influential primaries in Iowa 

and New Hampshire occur in 
states with 92.1 percent and 
94 percent white populations 
respectively. This while the 
U.S. as a whole is 77.4 percent 
white.

If you have not voted be-
fore, do not let this discourage 
you. Quite the opposite. The 
office of president is unlike 
any other office. 

We do not elect a sheet of 
policies or a voting record in 
Congress, we elect a person. 
Find someone you believe 
in, and put them in the office 
of Roosevelt. Of Truman. Of 
Lincoln. Put them behind a 
desk built from the timbers 
of the ship Resolute. I write 
this on the verge of tears for a 
nation so young and so great. 
This is a privilege we have, to 
vote. Take it. 
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Alumnus helps detect gravity waves

Discovery supports Einstein’s theory of  relativity
By TYLER STIGALL 

Opinion Editor

stigallt@allegheny.edu

On Sept. 14, 2015, de-
tectors at the Laser Interfer-
ometer Gravitational-Wave 
Observatory facility in Liv-
ingston, Louisiana picked up a 
curious signal from the back-
ground noise of the universe. 
10 milliseconds later, detec-
tors at the facility in Hanford, 
Washington picked up the 
same signal. Phone calls were 
made; teams were assembled; 
and, in the Louisiana facility’s 
control room, Allegheny Col-
lege was represented by alum-
nus Alex Urban, ’10.

“It was like being at Mis-
sion Control in a science-fic-
tion movie where everyone 
is yelling all these science 
terms,” said Urban. “It was 
pretty cool.”

The forces that LIGO’s fa-
cilities are designed to detect 
are generated by interstellar 
impacts between high-den-
sity objects. These could be 
neutron stars or, in the case of 
the Sept. 14 discovery, black 
holes. When two objects col-
lide—“coalesce” was Urban’s 
preferred term—they let out 
an explosion of visible light as 
well as an explosion of grav-
itational waves. The findings 
were officially announced to 
the public on Thursday, Feb. 
11, according to multiple 
news outlets.

“We want to detect these 
waves quickly so we can get 

word out to astronomers,” said 
Urban. “And this was the very 
first detection of gravitational 
waves. It was game-changing, 
and I don’t think that’s a hy-
perbole. LIGO is opening a 
new sense for us to explore 
the universe.”

Urban, a graduate student 
at the University of Wiscon-
sin in Milwaukee, originally 
joined the LIGO project in 
January 2013 at the recom-
mendation of his adviser, Pat-
rick Brady, professor of phys-
ics. Urban was known for his 
coding expertise, and Brady 
knew that LIGO needed da-
ta-analysis.

 “My thesis is about joining 
the detection work that LIGO 
does with follow-ups by oth-
er telescopes and observato-
ries around the world and in 
space,” said Urban. “LIGO 
will detect a source—two 

things colliding. My role is 
trying to compute where that 
signal is found in the sky, and 
give that information to as-
tronomers. By doing that, we 
get a complete picture of what 
is happening—the anatomy of 
the explosions, if you will.”

The LIGO project was con-
ceived, according to Urban, in 
1992. Construction on the fa-
cilities began in 1995. Brady, 
Urban’s future adviser became 
involved with the project in 
1998. LIGO began officially 
recording data in 2002. Elev-
en years later Urban joined 
the team as a research assis-
tant to Brady.

In 2010, the team took the 
detectors offline and began a 
five-year upgrading project 
known as “Advanced LIGO.” 
The goal was to improve the 
sensitivity of the detectors 
tenfold from what it had been 
in 2010. In 2015, the detectors 
were turned on, and almost 
immediately, detected a sig-
nal.

“Strictly speaking, it hap-
pened before we turned it on,” 
said Urban. “The ‘observing 
run’ was going to start Sept. 
18 but the detectors were al-
ready online doing basic test-
ing. The signal happened on 
Sept. 14, and surprised every-
body. I was there in Louisiana 
when it happened.”

One challenge in detect-
ing these waves involves in-
terference, or “noise:” LIGO 
detectors sift through things 
like earthquakes, solar radia-

tion and quantum noise from 
individual photons, according 
to Urban. 

“We require a signal to 
show up in both detectors just 
to be confident that it is a real 
signal,” said Urban. “The same 
signal showed up in the same 
shape in both detectors with-
in about 10 milliseconds of 
each other—and that’s about 
the time light takes to travel 
the distance between detec-
tors.”

This confirms that the sig-
nal was genuine, and it also 
supports one of the hypoth-
eses regarding gravitational 
waves: that they are able to 
travel at the speed of light.

According to James Lom-
bardi Jr., associate professor 
of physics at Allegheny, this 
discovery is vital to physicists’ 
understanding the limits of 
general relativity.

“What [the team at LIGO] 
saw was amazing, but it did 
not defy our current laws 
or theoretical models,” said 
Lombardi.

The implications are still 
huge, according to Lombardi, 
so much so that the discovery 
is only matched in the history 
of physics research by the ob-
servations that Galileo Galilei 
made 400 years ago through a 
telescope.

“You can only see so far 
back in time in the visible 
universe,” said Lombardi. 
“We can currently only see 
to 380,000 years after the Big 
Bang. Before that, everything 

was too opaque. But grav-
itational waves can travel 
through opaque objects, so 
we’re hoping that now we will 
be able to see further back in 
time.”

One of the perks of being 
on the front lines of inter-
stellar discovery included 
meeting with renown astro-
physicist and science commu-
nicator Neil deGrasse Tyson. 
In early November, while Ur-
ban was working at the Lou-
isiana facility, Tyson paid an 
unexpected visit and chatted 
with some of the staff.

“He asked us about out-
reach—things like, how would 
we describe our research and 

this discovery to our friends 
and family?” said Urban. “On 
television, [Tyson] seems like 
such a neat, humble guy, and 
it turns out it’s not an act, it’s 
all genuine.”

Urban graduated from 
Allegheny with a Bachelor of 
Science in physics and two 
minors, in math and polit-
ical science. Shafiqur Rah-
man, professor of physics at 
Allegheny, served as Urban’s 
academic adviser for Urban’s 
senior comprehensive project.

Urban met Rahman as a 
sophomore at Allegheny, and 
later helped the professor 
develop worksheets on a the-
oretical model of statistical 
mechanics.

“[Urban] was quite an in-
telligent student,” said Rah-
man. “But he was unlike the 
typical student.”

Daniel Willey, professor of 
physics at Allegheny, was Ur-
ban’s second reader. Accord-
ing to Willey, Urban’s senior 
project involved solid state 
physics, a branch far more 
theoretical than the analytical 
work Urban now finds him-
self undertaking.

“I was impressed by his 
ability to communicate,” said 
Willey. “I wrote a letter of 
recommendation for him for 
graduate school…. I com-
mented in my recommenda-
tion that Alex’s presentation 
for his senior project was one 
of the few that I’ve been to 
that I could say that I’ve actu-
ally learned something from.”

We can currently 
only see to 380,000 
years after the Big 
Bang. Before that, 
everything was too 
opaque. But gravita-
tional waves can trav-
el through opaque 
objects, so we’re hop-
ing that now we will 
be able to see fur-
ther back in time.

“

“

James Lombardi Jr. 
Associate professor of 
physics

Society of Physics Students receive national recognition

By ALEX HASAPIS

Junior Editor

hasapisa@allegheny.edu

The Allegheny Chapter of 
the Society of Physics Stu-
dents held events last year in 
an effort to expand the pro-
gram and have more involve-
ment from students both in 
the physics program and out 
of it. The planning and work 
that went into those events 
were recognized by the So-
ciety of Physics Students Na-
tional Council by naming 
the Allegheny SPS a Distin-
guished Chapter for the 2014-
15 school year. 

According to the SPS Na-
tional Council website, fewer 
than 100 chapters are given 
this recognition nationwide. 
Allegheny is in the same com-
pany as schools ranging from 
larger in size to the same size. 
Other schools who received 
this award include Harvard 
University, University of 
Southern California, Purdue 
University, Syracuse Univer-
sity and other schools across 
the nation. 

SPS is a club recognized 
by Allegheny Student Gov-
ernment and also a chapter 
through the SPS National 
Council that prepares stu-
dents for their future careers 
and also aims at outreach in 
the community, according to 
Adele Poynor, assistant pro-
fessor of physics. 

“We work at preparing 
students for jobs in physics,” 
said Poyner. “We do out-
reach sometimes to middle 
school students or elementary 
school. We have doughnuts 
every Friday where we invite 
people to come and talk about 
physics. We have students go 
to professional meetings and 
present their research—ei-
ther their senior project or 
if they’ve done summer re-
search. We’ve had students go 
to national events…[SPS] Na-
tional [Council] had an on-
line job webinar, so everyone 
could participate in that.”

ADVERTISEMENT

Timeout Tavern
The Julians side is open late 

night now, offering wells, select 
liquors, PBR and select bottles. 

We will be growing to a full-
functioning 6-tap bar now 

offering limited late-night food 
on the weekends til 2 a.m!!!

The SPS National Council 
bases their decision to award 
chapters based off of three cri-
teria: professional activities, 
physics community interac-
tions and outreach into the 
community. The Allegheny 
chapter met and exceeded the 
requirements in all three of 
these categories. 

In the 2014-15 academ-
ic year, which is the year the 
chapter was recognized, SPS 
sent four students to present 
research at the national meet-
ing for the American Physical 
Society held in San Antonio, 
Texas. The club also was a key 
component in organizing the 
Summer Research Lecture Se-
ries in collaboration with stu-
dents from the mathematics 

and chemistry departments. 
The club organizes a gen-

eral meeting open to all stu-
dents on Fridays at 3:30 p.m. 
in Carr Hall room 108. At 
this meeting, students—even 
non-physics students—are 
welcome to enjoy dough-
nuts and talk about all things 
physics. One event the club 
held was viewing the movie 
“Gravity” and critiquing its 
inaccuracies when it comes to 
the physics—where the club 
found errors concerning the 
laws of physics. Over winter 
break, the club had a birthday 
party for Isaac Newton and in 
the 2014-15 academic year, 
the topic was physics through 
interpretive dance, according 
to Poynor. 

In the 2014-15 academic 
year, the club focused its out-
reach efforts on Make a Dif-
ference day where they helped 
clean up and further beautify 
a yard. To continue building 
upon its outreach efforts, the 
club is reaching out to local 
schools. Fourth graders from 
area schools come to Alleghe-
ny and test the strength of dif-
ferent types of chocolate bars.

“This year we are doing a 
how strong is your chocolate 
lab where they get to try use 
little candy bars as a bridge 
and put weights on it and 
see which chocolate bar is 
the strongest,” Poynor said. 
“Just like in real concrete or 
real materials, what additives 
you have make a difference in 
the strength. So we get plain 
chocolate, then we get the 
chocolate with the rice krisp-
ies in it, then we get the choc-
olate with the little cookie bits 
in it and we see which one is 
the strongest. It actually turns 
out the rice krispies are the 
strongest chocolate. That is 
pretty fun and, of course, the 
kids get to eat the chocolate 
afterwards.” 

Many of the board mem-
bers believe that the many 
different programs were 
something that made the club 
standout on the national lev-
el, especially the Summer Re-
search Lecture Series. 

“I think what really put us 
over the edge was the talks 
that we started putting on,” 
Jared Nutter, ’16 and vice 
president of SPS, said. “It was 
a way of showing everyone 
the magnitude of opportuni-
ties they have with this type 
of major.”

Nutter believes that the 
club is well on its way to an-
other year of recognition for 
the current academic year. 
He attributes this to the mas-
sive amount of work that is 
occurring with the elementa-
ry schools and a major event 
in the fall when the club and 
many outside students attend-
ed an event at the observatory 

It was like being at 
Mission Control in a 
science-fiction mov-
ie where everyone 
is yelling all these 
science terms. It was 
pretty cool.

“

“

Alex Urban
Class of 2010

to watch the lunar eclipse and 
blood moon. 

Logan Steiner, ’16 and the 
publicist for SPS, thought 
receiving this award was re-
warding for him and the club. 

“I am actually a part of 
this now,” said Steiner. “All 
the hard work you do, mak-
ing all these posters and put-
ting them up every where...it 
is cool to see that your hard 
work actually pays off.” 

Molly Shelton, ’16 and 
president of SPS, is especially 
proud of SPS for going above 
and beyond what was asked 

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY MOLLY SHELTON
Members of the Allegheny Chapter of the Society of 
Physics Students participate in Make A Difference day 
in fall 2015. 

It’s really challenging 
to be in any extra-
curriculars when you 
have so many hard 
classes...but it’s the 
extra effort that they  
[the entire SPS club]
have put in that has 
definitely been no-
ticed. 

“

“

Molly Shelton
Class of 2016

and really trying to grow the 
interest in SPS and physics in 
general across campus. 

“It’s really challenging to 
be in any extracurriculars 
when you have so many hard 
classes—as every student at 
Allegheny knows—but it’s the 
extra effort that they [the en-
tire SPS club] have put in that 
has definitely been noticed,” 
Shelton said. “Really taking 
time out of their schedules to 
make sure that they help the 
underclassmen try to grow 
the physics department, that’s 
one of the biggest things that I 
think helped us.”

Poynor echoed these sen-
timents and said she was 
excited when she got the no-
tification letter for the award 
in February. She also said the 
club is going to get a banner 
to display this large triumph. 

“I feel like we’ve been doing 
really good things for a while 
and to finally be recognized 
at this level is pretty amazing 
and the fact that the students 
were able to do that makes me 
very proud,” Poynor said.

If you wish to learn more 
about the Society of Physics 
Students, you can attend the 
general meeting every Friday 
at 3:30 p.m. or attend an event 
on March 9, 2016.
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Welcome the stranger  

is an integral part of 

religious practices 

and cultural traditions 

around the world. as 

human beings, we long 
for the same things: love, 

shelter and a better life 

for our children. in this 

election year, political 

polemics endorse 

slamming doors and 

closing borders in the 
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war, crippling poverty 
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conference aspires 

to remind us of our 

common humanity and 

the role journalists play 

in documenting the 
stories of those seeking 

safety and a new place 

to call home.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
cheryl hatch  chatch@allegheny.edu 
richard sayer richardsayerphotography@gmail.com
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from Ohio University School of Visual Communication and the Scripps 
College of Communication, the University of Mississippi Meek School of 
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THE   SOUNDs
OF   MEADVILLE: Grounds for Change drops the mic

By TYLER STIGALL
Opinion Editor

stigallt@allegheny.edu

Allegheny College’s stu-
dent-run, non-profit coffee 
shop, Grounds For Change, 
hosted its first open mic night 
of the semester on Saturday, 
Feb. 13, and I dearly hope that 
nothing about that sentence 
surprised you. GFC open mic 
nights are fairly routine. What 
set this particular one above 
the rest—what makes it worth 
this 1,000-odd word article—
were two stories involving 
childhood animal-killing.

Included were instrumen-
tation quotidian for any cof-
feeshop open mic night: six 
guitar acts (two of them elec-
tric, the other four acoustic), 
two ukuleles, one acapella, 
two pianos and two spo-
ken-word poetry reading. The 
two tales of faunacide came at 
the end of stand-up comedy 
routines, and both were, sur-
prisingly, quite well-received.

Looking around the room, 
the sheer volume of flannel 
shirts and Bernie 2016 para-
phernalia would lead one to 
assume that a good fraction 
of GFC patrons are vegans 
or at least vegetarian, i.e. the 
kind of people ideologically 
opposed to even the harm of 
animals. 

Knowing a few of these 
men and women personally, I 
can assure you that this is not 
mere conjecture. Nor is it in-
dictment: the jokes, I have to 
admit, were psychologically 
hilarious.

For the most part, the set-
ting was dim, though light 
pollution from the campus 
center’s second floor threat-
ened to ruin the atmosphere. 
Darkness existed in pockets, 
and these were for the most 
part occupied by patrons in-
explicably doing their home-
work during a live music 
show.

The anterior section of the 
house was more attuned to 
the shows. But there is some-
thing to be said for the home-
work crowd: getting any work 
done during this kind of event 
must be 98 percent meditative 
calmness and 2 percent get-
ting dragged into the moment 
by jarring, punctuated explo-
sions of applause. 

And said applause is not 
the thunderous product of a 
vast stadium, but a snappish 
gale produced by a tight pock-
et of close friends (and other 
performers anxiously waiting 
their turn). And I should note 
that the smacking of hands 
and shrill cheering up close 
produce an awfully obnoxious 
effect on the senses. Hence my 
utter amazement that anyone 
can write so much as a sen-
tence at one of these events.

The night opened with Luis 
McUmber, ’19, performing 
a piano-and-voice rendition 
of “Let It Be,” a curiously cli-
mactic song for the beginning 
of the night, though this was 
followed by an electric-gui-
tar (though vocal-less) per-
formance of “Supermassive 
Black Hole” by Muse.

Menachem Lattke, ’18, fol-

lowed up with the first stand-
up routine of the night. Lattke 
told me, before he went on, 
that he had originally planned 
to play a punk-rock set with a 
friend, but their lack of a per-
cussionist precluded this per-
formance. His “story,” as he 
referred to it, was completely 
unscripted and unrehearsed.

Lattke related how he once 
found an injured bird and at-
tempted to nurse it back to 
health. He had, according to 
his story, attempted to col-
lect bird eggs from nests and 
hatch them as a child; now, 
here was his chance with a liv-
ing adult. But the bird came 
to an unfortunate end: while 
searching frantically for it in 
his house one day, Lattke acci-
dentally squashed it between 
a sewing machine and a wall.

“And it made me realize, 
I was not fit to be a moth-
er of anything,” said Lattke. 
“I killed a lot of birds before 
they were born. And another 
one after. And that’s probably 
why I don’t like birds.”

Following Lattke was a 
ukulele performance; follow-
ing this, Morgan Boyd, ’19, 
read aloud a personally-writ-
ten poem. Thematically, it of-
fered a kind of introspection 
that the audience could read-
ily access, as poems are wont 
to do.

“I was taught to be a tough 
cookie,” said Boyd, “but may-
be the recipe has grown stale.”

There is certainly some-
thing to be said for perform-
ing your own writing live. 
Every word only lasts once, 

and every syllable and sen-
tence exists at the mercy of 
your tenor. If an audience 
member misses a line, there 
is no reclaiming it, no asking 
the speaker to repeat herself. 
(This is a far stretch from this 
article, where if you get bored 
and glaze over a sentence, you 
can just go back and reread it. 
Which I totally will not take 
offense for. You probably have 
Facebook open behind this 
paper, don’t you?)

As a performer, your words 
are themselves informed by 
your voice, posture, pacing 
and timbre—things that you, 
dear reader, are inventing 
extemporaneously for these 
written words of mine. Such 
is the price that I pay for writ-
ing in an immortalizing me-
dium: I am immortalized in 

anonymity. These coffee-shop 
performances exist for a mo-
ment; they spark and fade, but 
that spark has the potential to 
be an explosion of everything 
that is the author.

Theresa Buczek, ’17, of-
fered her own written words 
to the tune of an acoustic gui-
tar. She opened her set with a 
commemorative Valentine’s 
Day satire-ballad titled, “Sin-
gle Awareness Day.”

The chorus ran, “Happy 
Singles Awareness Day, where 
single people pretend they’re 
OK.”

By the third iteration 
of the chorus, Buczek, like 
her predecessors that night, 
turned the humor on herself 
and changed the line “single 
people” to “I” and “they’re” to 
“I’m.”

Also apposite to the oc-
casion of the weekend,Bo-
lan Marshall-Hallmark, ’17, 
and Megan Greig, ’18 played 
a duet version of “Like I’m 
Gonna Lose You” by Meghan 
Trainor. Audrey Trotta, ’18, 
sang “Cough Syrup” by Young 
The Giant along with Alana 
Picozzi, ’18. Trotta went solo 
for a while, and was then 
joined onstage by Trey Durst, 
’16, for “Northern Down-
pour” by Panic! At The Disco.

But the show was clearly 
wrapped up and walked, un-
der arm, straight past security 
by Daniel Wightkin, ’16, who 
put up a ferociously self-dep-
recating comedy sketch. The 
routine began fairly innocu-
ously and ended with howled 
laughter in response to a story 

of finding a pet hamster with 
half its face ripped off.

“I try to write [my jokes] 
about how I feel about things, 
which is why I write about 
nothing,” Wightkin said. 
“People often come up to me 
after a show and ask, ‘Danny, 
why are you so sad?’ And I say, 
‘I’m not sad, I’m depressed.’”

After the laughter died 
down, Sean Gannon, ’16, ap-
proached the stage wearing 
headgear that can only be de-
scribed as rudimentary deer 
antlers protruding from a red 
bundle of ribbons. 

“I’m sure you can tell by 
my outfit that I’m going to 
play some prog rock,” Gan-
non said.

Gannon’s weapon of choice 
was the 12-string guitar; he 
was the eighth or ninth per-
former of the night, and yet he 
was the first who used chords 
not recognizable as simply 
major or minor.

The last official perfor-
mance of the night went to 
Hope Sims-Medley, ’18, who 
played “Zombie” by the Cran-
berries and “Read All About 
It” by Emeli Sandi in hom-
age to Black History Month. 
Friends and fans cheered, pa-
trons exited stage right, and 
the moment of artistic soli-
darity, self-deprecation and 
animal-cruelty-humor, the 
moment that had lasted more 
than two hours, faded. 

I try to write [my 
jokes] about how I feel 
about things, which is 
why I write nothing.  
Poeple often come 
up to me after a shoe 
and ask ‘Danny why 
are you so sad?’ And 
I say, ‘I’m not sad, I’m 
depressed.’

“

“

Daniel Wightkins
Class of 2016
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into the old market place and 
they have live music playing, 
everyone is drinking, if they 
aren’t already drunk, a lot of 
singing and just a lot of com-
radery.”

Dugan said they count-
ed down until 11:11 a.m. as 
Americans do on New Years.  
Afterwards she said the sing-
ing, dancing and pub crawl-
ing continues into the night.

Dugan said that there is 
nothing like what she ex-
perienced while she was in 
Germany during the start 
of Karneval but the fact that 
there will be a recreation of 
the event at Allegheny makes 
the transition from German 
life back to life in Meadville a 
little bit easier.

Hanna Adus, the German 

Marvel’s ‘Deadpool’ kills with sadistic humor

Meet Deadpool. A slight-
ly psychotic, openly cynical, 
and foul-mouthed anti-hero 
crossbred with a ninja assassin 
and a highly talented marks-
man. Oh, and did I mention 
he has incredible regenerative 
healing powers and strength? 

Ryan Reynolds plays Wade 
Wilson (Deadpool), a comic 
book supervillain who dresses 
like a superhero. Starting out 
as your everyday mercenary, 
Wilson turns into a rath-
er, freakishly powerful one. 
Deadpool begins a slaughter-
ing mission while cracking 
joke after joke and painting 

the screen red with one kill 
after another and addressing 
the camera in between. 

Deadpool could not have 
said it any better in the be-
ginning of the film, “Surprise, 
this is a different type of su-
perhero story.”

The majority of “Dead-
pool” plays out in flashback 
after opening events in which 
Deadpool destroys a convoy 
carrying his arch nemesis, 
Ajax (Ed Skrein). We learn 
that Deadpool used to be 
a mercenary named Wade 
Wilson. We meet Deadpool’s 
girlfriend Vanessa (Morena 
Baccarin) and his best friend 
Weasel (T.J. Miller) who serve 
as two important figures in 
his life. 

Wade and Vanessa seem to 
be living the ultimate, story-
book love story with a “hap-
pily ever after” ending when 
Wilson is suddenly diagnosed 
with late-stage cancer. Wea-
sel runs a bar that Wilson 
frequents oftenly along with 
other mercenaries and hit 
men. Within the bar he runs 
a “dead pool,” a betting pool 
with odds on which one of his 
patrons is likely to die next. 
Weasel, a funny guy but a ter-
rible person, bets on his best 
friend when Wade learns he 
has been diagnosed with this 
terminal cancer.

 A mysterious recruiter 
(Jed Rees) offers Wilson a deal 
to undergo the testing of the 
Weapon X program, a gov-

ernment run, genetic research 
facility project, in order to 
save his life and cure him for-
ever. After thinking long and 
hard about the situation at 
hand, Wilson leaves Vanessa 
in bed in the middle of the 
night to find the recruiter. 
The bad news is that Wilson 
is experimented on by Ajax 
and his partner named Angel 
Dust (Gina Carano) and be-
comes a mutant and scarred 
forever. The good news is that 
the cancer was gone and he is 
given enhanced fighting and 
regenerative powers that help 
his injuries heal astonishingly 
fast. When Ajax leaves him 
in a burning building, Dead-
pool spends the next year 
training to hunt him down 

and kill him. Two X-Men, 
Colossus (Stefan Kapicic) and 
Negasonic Teenage Warhead 
(Brianna Hildebrand) try to 
intervene to keep the delicate 
balance between mutants and 
humanity from getting too 
violent, and end up fighting 
alongside Deadpool.

Deadpool keeps you on 
your toes the entire movie 
because you never know what 
sarcastic comment or joke will 
follow his violent, blood-filled 
kills. The filmmakers seemed 
to combine every aspect of a 
great Marvel superhero mov-
ie from the past and put it all 
into one with Deadpool. 

If you are looking for your 
typical superhero movie, or a 
movie where someone saves 

the day for an entire city, you 
will not find it in “Deadpool.” 
But if you are looking for a 
film to please your gory, vio-
lent desires and your passion 
to laugh uncontrollably in a 
theater where you will not 
feel like the only one, then 
you came to the right place. 
“Deadpool” will not disap-
point but it will make you 
want to come back to watch 
it again. 

Despite the lack of any-
thing other than humorous 
bloodshed, Ryan Reynolds’ 
impressive performance com-
bined with the unique sto-
ryline makes this film one of 
the most comical and enter-
taining films of the new year.

By SHEA BEAUMONT
Contributing Writer
beaumonts@allegheny.edu
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Students eat potato salad, sausages and pretzels at the 

event on Thursday, Feb. 18, 2016 in the campus center.

teaching assistant, said she 
wanted to make the celebra-
tion as authentic as possible.

“I am missing [Karneval] 
this year, but this is why we 
are celebrating,” Adus said.

Adus said that while the 
music, games and food were 
similar to what she experi-
ences in her hometown of 
Cologne, Germany, there are  
parts of the celebration that 
cannot be replicated.

“What’s not here is the al-
cohol which plays a big role 
in Germany,” Adus said.  “But 
I think we can have fun any-
ways.”

Adus said that the day is 
a way for people to be some-
thing they normally are not. 
She said that everyone dresses 
up in costumes as something 
that they want to be.

“Doctors dress up as [con-
struction workers] and nurses 

dress up as cowgirls,” Adus 
said.  “It’s really fun.”

Dugan and Adus said that 
they wanted people to walk 
away from the event appre-
ciating German culture and 
wanting to get more of an idea 
of German customs.

Kevin Orr, ’17, attended 
the event with friends to get 
a better idea of what Karneval 
was and to enjoy the food and 
music.

“I have some German in 
me and I think after this I’ll 
get more in touch with my 
German roots,” Orr said.

While the event was just 
a small preview of what real-
ly goes on during Karneval, 
Dugan said that the event al-
lowed her to be in Germany 
once more.

“I think that the experi-
ence here just adds to cultural 
awareness and it adds to this 
idea that you can experience 

that culture wherever you go 
in some way, shape or form,” 
Dugan said.  

I think the experience 
here just adds to cul-
tural awareness and 
it adds to this idea 
that you can expe-
rience that culture 
whereever you go in 
some way , shape or 
form.

“

“

Maggie Dugan
Class of 2018

MEGHAN HAYMAN/THE CAMPUS

Left: Hanna Adus, the German teaching assistant, throws candy on the table while Justin Jurczyk, ’17, and friends enjoy authentic German food.  Right: Danushka 

Cornejo, ’19, and Vicquaja Mangal, ’19, use props in the photobooth set up at Karneval in the campus center on Thursday, Feb. 18, 2016.

PHOTOS BY BRITTANY ADAMS/THE CAMPUS

Left:  Students outside Baldwin Hall construct a snow fort on 

Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2016.  Right:  Nick Poling, ’19, packs snow at 

the base of the fort. They spent hours working on the final product. 

Snow Days 
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Junior Editor
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Men’s basketball falls to Wooster, 
looks forward to senior game

Erin McGaffigan 
named lacrosse 
assistant coach

Swimming & diving competes at NCAC Championship

The men’s and women’s 
swimming and diving teams 
closed the 2015-16 season 
finishing seventh and eighth, 
respectively, at NCAC Cham-
pionships.

“Conference is a lot more 
stressful than dual meets,” 
Patrick Hollenback, ’17, said. 
“We did well getting up for 
each other, coming together 
as a team and it was a lot more 
fun.”

Hollenback qualified for C 
finals in the 200 backstroke 
and 200 butterfly, finishing 
first in backstroke with a 
2:02.38 and third in fly with a 
2:04.81.

“I swam the 200 fly which 
I haven’t swam since high 
school and half the team was 

standing at the end of my lane 
cheering me on,” Hollenback 
said. “Everyone got up for me 
when I was nervous and end-
ed up dropping 10 seconds.” 

Alison Herlitzka, ’16, said 
the team wanted what was 
best for everyone and got be-
hind each person when they 
swam. 

“It was my last meet so I 
had nothing to lose, I left it 
all in the pool and was ex-
cited to be done,” Herlitzka 
said. “From the beginning of 
the season, I had a more pos-
itive attitude for my last year 
and the team atmosphere was 
more enjoyable.”

Herlitzka finished sixth in 
the B final for the 200 fly with 
a time of 2:18.11 and a sixth 
place finish in the C final of 
the 200 breast with a time of 
2:34.60. 

“The team did a really nice 

job of taking out races and 
getting up to support each 
other, especially on the sec-
ond and third day,” said Head 
Coach Kirk Kumbier. “The 
first day, you’re getting into 
the meet and some people are 
hitting it right away, others 
are trying to get into it. We 
did a nice job of building mo-
mentum and getting after it.”

Going into conferences, the 
team pulls back on intense 
training and focuses more on 
the specifics of races. 

“Preparing is a year long 
process, we go through dif-
ferent phases throughout the 
year where we’re building 
them up at the beginning as 
they transition into school 
and then transition into 
swimming,” Kumbier said. 
“We’ll build up from there, all 
the way through our winter 
invitational where we’ll take 

a little bit of rest. Then we go 
to Florida for a training trip 
where we work really hard, 
it’s the hardest training they 
have all year. After that we 
bring them way down and do 
a taper. I like to think of it as 
resting phase or a fine tuning 
phase.”

Hollenback said this year 
he focused more on taking 
care of his body, resting and 
stretching outside of practice 
which lead to his best confer-
ence performance. 

“We keep the intensity up 
and practices are still hard, 
but we have more energy,” 
Hollenback said. “There’s 
more focus on technique in-
stead of yardage so we have 
time to recover.” 

Herlitzka added that the ta-
per helps the team physically 
rest as well as mentally pre-
pare for the meet. 

“We know we’re resting and 
we’re focusing on preparing to 
swim races. Then when we get 
behind the block, we’re not 
thinking and just swimming,” 
Herlitzka said. 

Kumbier said his favor-
ite part of the championship 
weekend is seeing who has 
breakthrough performances. 

“As a coach we give the 
structure, the framework 
that we believe will help pro-
vide success in the end but it 
comes down to the individual 
athlete and what they put in is 
going to determine what they 
get out,” Kumbier said. 

Following conferences, 
some members of the team 
will be competing in the Ken-
yon “Fast Chance” Invitation-
al. 

“I love doing it and swim-
ming off events than I usu-
ally do at conferences,” Hol-

lenback said. “It’s fun to see 
where I would have placed 
and dropping times with no 
pressure.”

Kumbier said the meet 
gives those that go an oppor-
tunity to race again and lower 
their times.

“It’s always a good thing to 
get up and race when you’re 
rested,” Kumbier said. “It’s 
great to take advantage of that 
opportunity even if it’s your 
third, fourth, fifth best event, 
or trying another event you 
haven’t tried in a while and 
you want to race it. In addi-
tion to giving some individ-
uals that may be close to a 
national cut or close to a life-
time best a shot to go after it 
in their main events.”

The “Fast Chance” meet 
will be held on Saturday, Feb. 
20 at Kenyon College at 1:30 
p.m. 

As the women’s lacrosse 
team prepares for its upcom-
ing season, Erin McGaffigan 
is welcomed as the new assis-
tant coach. Both the coaching 
staff and team are excited to 
see what McGaffigan brings 
to the table after spending the 
past year coaching lacrosse in 
Germany. She was hired to 
coach at Allegheny in August 
2015.

A 2011 graduate of Nor-
wich University, McGaffigan 
received her Bachelor of 
Science degree in nursing. 
While attending Norwich, 
she played on the women’s 
lacrosse team where she split 
her time between goaltender 
and attack for the Cadets.

McGaffigan believes that 
the skills she learned from 
pursuing her nursing degree 
have helped her learn how 
to communicate effectively, 
a skill that she utilizes when 
coaching.

“[My degree] opened my 
eyes to the differences in peo-
ple and I learned how to com-
municate effectively.” McGaf-
figan said.

When McGaffigan started 
playing lacrosse during her 
first year of college, she saw 
it as an opportunity to play a 
spring sport. Since then, la-
crosse has provided her with a 
career and numerous oppor-
tunities. 

“[Lacrosse] has not only be-
come a career, but it took me 
across the ocean,” McGaffigan 
said.

 In 2013 and 2014, McGaf-
figan helped the Fitchburg 
State University Falcons earn 
consecutive Massachusetts 
State Collegiate Athletic Con-
ference semifinal spots. After 
spending three seasons as an 
assistant coach at Fitchburg, 
McGaffigan traveled to Han-
nover, Germany where she 
served as the head coach of 

the Deutscher Hockey Club 
for one season. While in 
Germany, she took on many 
positions. She served as both 
the offensive and defensive 
coordinator, a goalie specif-
ic coach and also helped as 
a strength and conditioning 
trainer for the lacrosse team. 

Reflecting on the women’s 
lacrosse team’s last season, 
Hughes believes that the team 
did not meet their full poten-
tial. This season, she believes 
that McGaffigan’s experience 
and fun sense of humor will 
help the team improve their 
skills as players and develop 
as a family.

 “She is a good balance to 
my sometimes seriousness,” 
Head Coach Ashley Hughes 
said. “She has had coaching 
experience in Germany and 
brings a lot of experience.”

Team members are con-
fident in McGaffigan’s skills  
and are excited to see what 
she will contribute to the la-
crosse program. 

 “I think she has a true 
knowledge of the game,” said 
Alex Grob, ’19, a defender 
and midfield player. “She’s re-
ally good at noticing people’s 
strengths.”

Grob added that the team is 
looking to improve on and off 
the field. 

“My hope is that through-
out the season we develop as 
a team and as a family,” Grob 
said. 

McGaffigan is invested in 
the players lives off the the 
playing field and cares about 
improving their playing skills 
as well as being the best they 
can be off the field. It is more 
than just a career to her.

 “We’re not so much coach-
ing to win,” McGaffigan said. 
“I’d love to win a conference, 
but we want to make sure the 
players are the best versions of 
themselves. It’s a privilege for 
us to be here with them.”

 The women’s lacrosse 
team kicks off its season on 
Wednesday, March 2 in a 
home game against Augusta-
na College at 5 p.m.

The Allegheny men’s bas-
ketball team lost its NCAC 
game against the College of 
Wooster on Wednesday, Feb. 
17 in the David V. Wise Cen-
ter. The Gators (3-20, 3-13) 
lost their second game against 
the Fighting Scots (18-6, 14-
3) with a final score of 92-74.

From behind the arc, both 
Allegheny and Wooster 
performed well. The Ga-
tors tied their season high 
with 11 three-pointers and 
the Fighting Scots scored 
14 three-pointers. Wooster 
scored 16 points off of Allegh-
eny’s 15 turnovers and kept a 
38-29 lead in rebounds.

As the basketball season 
comes to a close, the coach-
ing staff and team members 
reflect on the 2015-16 season 
in addition to describing their 
hopes for the future of the 
program.

This season was Head 
Coach Bob Simmons’ first 
year coaching at Allegheny, 
and he remains optimistic 
for the future and is proud of 
the current players’ effort and 

dedication over the course of 
the season.  

 “It has been a whirlwind 
to say the least, but it’s been 
good,” Simmons said. “These 
guys that we have current-
ly have been tremendous. 
They’ve bought into every-
thing we’ve been doing both 
on and off the court. They’ve 
been the most coachable 
group and have worked hard-
er than any group I’ve had, 
and I’m very thankful for 
that.”

Simmons is proud of the 
team’s effort during training 
and practices.  

“I can count, maybe on one 
hand, where I’ve left the court 
or the office and didn’t feel 
they gave us everything they 
could, and I think that’s pretty 
special,” Simmons said.

Assistant Coach Michael 
Kenney said that the amount 
of effort the team has dedi-
cated to the game does not 
reflect in this season’s record.

 “The scoreboard lies a lot,” 
he said. “We make teams earn 
it.”

 Simmons and Kenney de-
scribed the changes they have 
made to the program. In ad-
dition to improving the team’s 

skills on the court, they want 
to make sure that the program 
represents Allegheny in the 
best way.

The coaches hold the 
players to higher standards. 
During the recruiting pro-
cess, they are looking for po-
tential players who represent 
the basketball program well, 
value academics and their ed-
ucation and show athletic tal-

ent on the court. For next sea-
son, the coaches hope to bring 
in a larger class to replace the 
graduating seniors.

This season, six players 
will be graduating from the 
team, captains Brian Holland, 
Evan Schweitzer and Brandon 
Smith as well as Chris Koryak, 
Chris Milon and Andrew Ses-
tina.

Holland reflected on his 
basketball career and ex-
plained that he is proud to 
end his season with a team 
that brought effort and dedi-
cation to every practice.

“The program is in great 
hands,” Holland said. “I want 
to be able to look back and be 
proud to have been a part of 
Gator basketball.”

Holland said he cannot be-
lieve that his time playing for 
the men’s basketball team is 
coming to an end.

“You shouldn’t waste a mo-
ment of it,” Holland said. 

The Gators will play their 
last game of the season and 
honor the seniors on Satur-
day, Feb. 20 at 3 p.m. against 
Denison University in the 
Wise Center.

BRITTANY ADAMS/THE CAMPUS

Billy Urso, ’19, looks for a teammate to pass to during the first half of the game aginst the College of Wooster on 
Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2016. Urso scored a career high of 20 points against the Fighting Scots. 

I’d love to win a con-
ference, but we want 
to make sure the 
players are the best 
versions of them-
selves. It’s a privilege 
for us to be here with 
them.

“

“
Erin McGaffigan
Assistant Women’s 

Lacrosse Coach

Erin McGaffigan

These guys that we 
have currently have 
been tremendous. 
They’ve bought into 
everything we’ve 
been doing both on 
and off the court. 
They’ve been the most 
coachable group and 
have worked harder 
than any group I’ve 
had, and I’m very 
thankful for that. 

“

“

Bob Simmons
Head Coach


