
responsibility and not only 
the power that ASG has, but 
the potential for power, which 
it does not wield yet, and I 
thoroughly believe that I am 
the candidate to best bring 
out that power and use it to 
fully represent students to all 
of our advantage,” Hopf said. 

Caslin also addressed 
concerns about her atten-
dance record, saying that 
she feels these claims to be 
false. She said she has rare-
ly missed meetings because 
of other commitments.

“The only times I’ve missed 
is when I have an athletic 
responsibility,” Caslin said. 

Caslin also dismissed 
claims that she has not done 
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The six 2016-17 candidates 
for Allegheny Student Gov-
ernment president and vice 
president met to debate in the 
campus center lobby on Mon-
day, Feb. 22, 2016. Among 
the issues discussed were the 
future of off-campus hous-
ing, student retention and 
working with administration. 

The ASG election 
opened on Thursday, Feb. 
25. The last day to vote 
will be Friday, Feb. 26. 

The candidates are run-
ning on three separate pres-
idential and vice presiden-
tial tickets. Current ASG 
Vice President Tess Brack-
en,’17, is running for presi-
dent with current ASG Chief 
of Staff Sofia Kaufman,’17, 
as her running mate.  

ASG senators Amy Cur-
rul, ’17, and David Odusanya, 
’18, will also be on the ballot. 
The third was comprised of 
former ASG senator Andrew 
Hopf, ’17, and current ASG 
director of communications 
and press, Aubri Caslin, ’17. 
Caslin and Hopf have since 
be removed from the ballot, 
following an investigation 
into their campaign practices. 

All the candidates who 

participated in the debate 
have served on ASG in some 
capacity. However, concerns 
were raised regarding the 
current and prior service of 
the Hopf and Caslin ticket. 

ASG senator Tyler Kowals-
ki, ’16, who identified himself 
as a member of the rules com-
mittee, raised concerns about 
the events that led to Hopf ’s 
impeachment as a sophomore 
and concerns surrounding 
Caslin’s current job perfor-
mance, during the question 
section of the debate. He 
said many within ASG feel 
she has been less than effec-
tive in her current position. 

Hopf said he was glad to 
have a chance to speak to con-
cerns regarding his impeach-
ment and said he felt the sys-
tem within ASG was at fault. 

“Sophomore year I had to 
attend a funeral and during 
another meeting I had a fe-
ver of 103. Before I was 
given a chance to explain 
either of these absences, I 
was called in and uncere-
moniously let go,” Hopf said. 

Hopf admitted that 
he was bitter with the or-
ganization following his 
impeachment, but now 
feels he is ready to rejoin. 

“I have grown and ma-
tured since then and I un-
derstand the uniqueness and 

ASG candidates square 
off in campaign debate

See DEBATE   page 2

By JOSEPH TINGLEY
News Editor
tingleyj@allegheny.edu

Women’s basketball wins first playoff  game

The Allegheny women’s 
basketball team began its 
quest for a NCAC champion-
ship on Tuesday night with 
a first-round home matchup 
against Oberlin College.

Before the game, Head 
Coach Kate Costanzo men-
tioned how exciting it is to 
host a playoff game on their 
home court.

“Our goal at the start of 
the season was to finish in the 
top-four of the conference so 

we could host a playoff game 
at Allegheny in front of our 
home crowd. We are excited 
that we are able to do that 
tonight,” Costanzo said. “It’s 
great to have a home playoff 
game because it gives the se-
niors one more game on their 
home court and we also love 
playing in front of our home 
crowd.”

Even with this playoff win, 
Costanzo still focuses on im-
proving team efforts.

PHOTOS BY BRITTANY ADAMS/THE CAMPUS

The student section for Allegheny’s women’s basketball game on Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2016, cheers while dressed in a 

“let’s get tropical” theme, a tradition for students attending sports events. 

Cheerleader Jordann Kline, ’19, rushed the court along 

with the other cheerleaders and spectators after Alleghe-

ny women’s basketball beat Oberlin College 58-50.

By SHEA BEAUMONT
Staff  Writer
beaumonts@allegheny.edu

See BASKETBALL     
        page 8

Playshop brings post-electric 
world to Vukovich stage

For the next three days, post 
apocalyptic survivors will double 
as Simpsons characters in a the-
ater company after a nuclear fall-
out.

Plainly, Allegheny Playshop 
Theatre’s performances of “Mr. 
Burns, a post-electric play” are 
underway.

The running of “Mr. Burns,” a 
rapidly popularizing comedy writ-
ten by Anne Washburn, kicked off 
in the Gladys Mullenix Black The-

By LOGAN BATTIN
Contributing Writer
battinl@allegheny.edu

Bolan 

Marshall-

Hallmark, ’17, 

and Rachel 

Robertson, ’17, 

played Scratchy  

and Itchy in 

“Mr. Burns, a 

post-electric 

play,” from 

Thursday, Feb. 

25 to Sunday, 

Feb. 28, 2016. 

atre on Thursday, Feb. 25.
The “Mr. Burns” plot is rooted 

in post-apocalyptic United States, 
in a world where nuclear power 
plants have gone haywire and ex-
tinguished a large amount of the 
population. The play’s characters 
are a group of survivors who, in 
an effort to distract from their 
dire reality, turn towards focusing 
on easier, funnier times watching 
“The Simpsons.”

Within “Mr. Burns,” Bolan 
Marshall-Hallmark, ’17, dawns 

See MR. BURNS  
        page 7

Hopf and Caslin 
ticket removed 
from ballot

By JOSEPH TINGLEY
News Editor
tingleyj@allegheny.edu

We will be the voice 
of the students and 
we have been the 
voice of the students.

“

“

Sofia Kaufman
Class of 2017

MEGHAN HAYMAN/THE CAMPUS

Following an investiga-
tion by the Allegheny Stu-
dent Government secretary 
of student voting, the attorney 
general and the Judicial Re-
view Board, presidential and 
vice presidential candidates 
Andrew Hopf, ’17, and Au-
bri Caslin, ’17, have been re-
moved from the ballot. 

According to an email sent 
to the candidates by Secretary 
of Voting Mark Myers, ’19, 
on the evening of Wednes-
day, Feb. 24, the candidates 
were removed because the 
investigation found that “un-
ethical campaign methods 
were used” and the candidates 
failed to attend a mandatory 
meeting prior to election day 
without giving proper notice 
of their absence. 

Caslin was notified of the 
investigation in an email sent 
by Myers on Tuesday, Feb. 23. 
The email stated the reason 
for the investigation was due 
to the failure to attend a meet-
ing prior to election day, com-
plaints that Hopf had thrown 
a party to start the campaign, 
at which there was alcohol, 
and allegations that he made 
slanderous comments against 
Sofia Kaufman, ’17, another 
candidate in the race. 

Hopf denied the veracity of 
the Judiciary Review Board’s 
findings, including the claims 
that he hosted a party to start 

his campaign, and said he 
feels there are no grounds for 
the claim. 

“I don’t believe there would 
be any evidence,” Hopf said. 

Hopf said he was especial-
ly outraged that he was never 
given a chance to address the 
charges against him before the 
decision was handed down. 

“The very least they could 
have done is presented me 
with the evidence and let me 
explain it,” Hopf said.  

Though he did miss the 
Feb. 23 meeting because of an 
appointment with a professor, 
Hopf said he felt this was not 
adequate grounds for remov-
al from the ticket. He said he 
feels the decision was partly 
a result of the relationship of 
Kaufman and vice president 
and presidential candidate 
Tess Bracken, ’17,  with some 
of the investigators.  

Kaufman said she was only 
made aware of the accusa-
tions through rumors. 

According to the official 
Judicial Review Board report, 
provided by Hopf, the board 
found no “concrete evidence” 
of the claims that Hopf slan-
dered other candidates during 
the course of the campaign. 
However, it did find sufficient 
evidence to tie the campaign 
to the party, citing a post 
made by Hopf on Facebook. 

“You can have a party to 
kick off your campaign, but 
once alcohol is involved, it vi-

See BALLOT   page 2
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her job as director of com-
munications and press. She 
said she feels these claims are 
due to a lack of communica-
tion of what she is expected 
to do within her position. 

 A central issue of the 
debate discussed by all 
three tickets was the issue 
of ASG’s relationship with 
college administration un-
der new ASG executives. 

Hopf said that he feels a 

DEBATE from page 1

Year of Meadville concludes first half of reading series

Faculty and administrators encouraged 
to participate in Service Saturday events

By ALEX WEIDENHOF
Junior Editor
weidenhofa@allegheny.edu

new direction needs to be 
taken, and that ASG has 
been too compliant with 
the college administra-
tion, something he hopes 
to see change as president. 

“I’m not going to let them 
walk all over us like they 
have in the past,” Hopf said. 

Hopf also questioned 
if working with admin-
istration is even a via-
ble strategy at Allegheny. 

“I don’t think it’s pos-
sible to work with the ad-
ministration...so I will do 
my best to work against the 
administration,” Hopf said. 

Bracken and Kaufman 
took a different approach, 
emphasizing their already 
existing relationship with ad-
ministration while making it 
clear they have no intention 
of letting them dictate policy. 

“Although I have a de-

cent relationship with them, 
I’m not afraid to tell them 
what I think,” Bracken said. 

Kaufman clarified 
that their focus, however, 
will be on student needs. 

“We will be the voice of 
the students and we have 
been the voice of the stu-
dents,” Kaufman said. 

Bracken pointed to her 
work with her campus safe-
ty ad hoc committee, which 

MEGHAN HAYMAN/THE CAMPUS

The three tickets for Allegheny Student Government presidential and vice presidential elections debate in the cam-

pus center lobby on Feb. 22, 2016. The candidates were orginally Amy Currul, ’17 and David Odusanya, ’18, Aubri 

Caslin, ’17, and Andrew Hopf, ’17, and Tess Bracken, ’17, and Sofia Kaufman, ’17. Hopf and Caslin have since been 
removed from the ballot. 

The Year of Meadville 
reading series of, “The Town 
that Food Saved,” by author 
Ben Hewitt, concluded on 
Friday, Feb. 19, 2016. A mix 
of 40 Allegheny students and 
local Meadville residents had 
been gathering to discuss 
the book since the week of 
Jan. 18. Hewitt came to Ford 
Chapel at the conclusion of 
the series to speak. 

The discussions took place 
once a week and funding for 
books was provided by the 
Barnhart-Fishel Endowment 
Fund from the Allegheny pro-
vost office.

AmeriCorps VISTA Lead-
er Lee Scandinaro, ’15, helped 
facilitate the book group and 
described the group meetings 
as a chance to connect people 

from different backgrounds. 
“My group had such a 

wide range of experience with 
food: two local farmers from 
Conneaut Lake, two educa-
tional food representatives, 
students, community mem-
ber,” said Scandinaro. “It re-
ally built our knowledge be-
cause everyone had different 
specialties in food.”

Hewitt’s book was a segue 
into a discussion about The 
Year of Meadville’s sub theme 
for the month of February—
food. 

A panel was held with 
Hewitt and other local food 
experts to discuss more in-
depth questions on the bene-
fits of local foods within the 
community on Saturday, Feb. 
20, 2016. 

Members of the panel 
spoke about what it means to 
have a local food system and 
how that system impacts the 

community in different as-
pects.

The panel discussed how 
the benefits of local food have 
highlighted the importance of  
creating food hubs in Mead-
ville. The food hubs, which 
could potentially connect lo-
cal growers to institutions to 
provide local food to strength-
en the economy, is part of an 
initiative by the community 
wellness initiative.

Hewitt’s book is a part of a 
two-part reading series. The 
kickoff of the second book, 
“Big-Box Swindle: The True 
Cost of Mega Retailers and 
the Fight for America’s Inde-
pendent Businesses” by Stac-
ey Mitchell, began the week of 
Sunday, Feb 21, 2016.  

So far, 30 participants have 
signed up and have been pro-
vided with books. Mitchell’s 
book is a part of The Year 
of Meadville subtheme, the 

economy, for the month of 
March.

Mitchell’s book is a transi-
tion from the discussion of lo-
cal food to the impact of large 
businesses on the economy. 

The Year of Meadville or-
ganizer, Autumn Vogel, ’15, 
said the two books connected 
the sub themes for the months 
of February and March.

“The economy is compli-
cated and some people believe 
it should be left to certain 
people, however it is just as 
important as food and it’s im-
portant to approach the topic 
of the economy as well,” Vogel 
said. 

Currently, the reading 
groups are still accepting new 
members. Jeremy Loewer, ’17, 
a student facilitator said the 
discussions which these types 
of events inspire are import-
ant. 

“The book readings offer 

a space for important con-
versations to be had, to talk 
to people you wouldn’t nec-
essarily talk to. There are 
[people of] different ages and 
backgrounds. We are able to 
compare  our ideas, allowing 
us to really contextualize the 
information,” said Loewer. 
“It’s important to foster more 
of that conversation between 
townspeople and students. I 
hope after all of this is done it 
really stays around.” 

After the second read-
ing series ends, Mitchell will 
speak in the Tippie Alumni 
Center on March 10, at 7 p.m. 
about possible solutions to the 
divide in the consumerism 
between big-box stores and 
small-town local businesses. 
Loewer hopes the book will 
inspire change. 

“It will cause some 
change—it has potential to. 
What we can do is support 

local businesses. Some of the 
members of the group said 
that they wouldn’t be caught 
dead in Walmart. They would 
travel miles just to get prod-
ucts from a local business 
rather than a big-box store,” 
said Loewer.

A final panel will be held 
on March 20 from 10:30 to 
12 p.m. at Shops at the Bank. 
The panel will include Mitch-
ell; Evelyn Burnett, vice presi-
dent of economic opportunity 
at Cleveland Neighborhood 
Progress; Dan Conant, ’17, 
founder of Solar Holler; and 
Jenifer Kaminsky, the housing 
director from People United 
for Sustainable Housing in 
Buffalo, New York. 

Transportation will be 
available to students, and 
food and child care will be 
provided. 

By BRITTANY ADAMS
Photo Editor
adamsb2@allegheny.edu

has already lead to improved 
safety measures on North 
Main Street as proof that she 
can effectively work with 
campus administration. The 
committee hopes to have a 
new crosswalk installed in 
front of Caflisch Hall soon. 

Currul and Odusanya said 
they also hope to work with 
the administration to im-
plement change on campus. 

“We are here to serve the 
student body, not to be the 
puppet master of the admin-
istration,” Odusanya said. 

Currul said her prior-
ity as president would be 
to encourage others within 
ASG to act as she has as a 
senator. She pointed to her 
work in passing a resolution 
in support of gender neu-
tral bathrooms last year as 
an example of this initiative. 

“The role of president 
and vice president is to in-
spire and encourage and sort 
of set the tone of ASG and 
to be leaders,” Currul said. 

Currul and Odusanya said 
a major part of their admin-
istration would be devoted 
to issues of diversity, and 
making students on campus 
feel welcome. Bracken and 
Kaufman also supported di-
versity and student retention 
on campus, and said they 
would create a new position 
on ASG with the goal of mak-
ing first-year students feel 

Service Saturday, a month-
ly event organized by Civic 
Engagement in the Allegheny 
Gateway, continues on Satur-
day, Feb. 27. Dave Roncola-
to, the director of Civic En-
gagement, said the program, 
which has run for the past 
decade, is expected to consist 
of about 100 volunteers.

AmeriCorps VISTA Lead-
er Lee Scandinaro, ’15, said 
that while Service Saturday 
mainly consists of students, 
Civic Engagement has been 
trying to recruit more faculty 
and administrators to get in-
volved. 

Roncolato said the pro-
gram started in part from stu-
dent volunteerism. 

“The Service Saturday pro-
gram began in response to 
students’ interests in opportu-
nities to do service,” Roncola-
to said. 

Service Saturday is a pro-

gram that involves students 
in the Meadville community 
participating in direct service. 
Scandinaro said both individ-
uals and nonprofit organiza-
tions reach out to Allegheny 
College to utilize its resources.

Roncolato emphasized the 
ability of each Service Satur-
day to build connections be-
tween the college and Mead-
ville.

“Service Saturday is a great 
conduit for students to get 
involved [during and after 
Service Saturday],” Roncolato 
said.

Roncolato said that while 
students’ involvement in 
Service Saturday builds con-
nections between the college 
and Meadville, involving fac-
ulty and administrators will 
strengthen the bond.

“At Allegheny, like many 
schools, you have an influx of 
students who are here for four 
years and then they leave,” 
Roncolato said. “Faculty are 
here for much longer.”

Community engagement 

programs have grown since 
their initiation. While the 
first Make a Difference Day, 
a large service-oriented pro-
gram similar to Service Sat-
urday hosted early in the fall 
semester every year, involved 
around 120 students, Ron-
colato said this number has 
grown to nearly 600. About 
100 students are expected at 
the smaller Service Saturday 
each month. Roncolato said 
faculty and administrators 
have previously been involved 
in Make a Difference Day.

Scandinaro said an in-
creased role of administrators 
and faculty is something he 
hopes to make more of a re-
ality.

“[Administrators] working 
along with students and col-
leagues could be beneficial for 
the college,” Scandinaro said.

Faculty members who 
have participated in Service 
Saturday said the program 
has helped them build con-
nections within Meadville.

“I think [through Service 

Saturday] I’ve become more 
of a member of the Meadville 
community,” said Derek Li, 
new media designer for the 
Office of College Relations. 
“I think it’s pretty easy to just 
work at the college and hang 
out with people from the col-
lege and, aside from living in 
the Meadville community, not 
really participating in it.”

Li said he got involved in 
Service Saturday originally 
through Make a Difference 
Day, where he and a group of 
faculty organized a group to 
participate in the community. 
However, Li also said he has 
not seen a similar group orga-
nized for Service Saturday.

“It would be nice to see 
that,” Li said. 

Scandinaro emphasized 
the possibility of connecting 
the college through Service 
Saturday.

“I really do believe that 
[Service Saturday] could be a 
really beneficial opportunity,” 
Scandinaro said.

more welcome on campus. 
Hopf and Caslin also said 

they would support diversi-
ty initiatives. Hopf said that 
he sees specifically a prob-
lem with diversity within the 
counseling center at Alleghe-
ny. He said he feels firing cer-
tain counselors may be nec-
essary in order to secure this 
change, and he has no prob-
lem with this course of action. 

While all the candidates 
were in favor of increasing 
diversity on campus, Hopf 
was the only one who felt ter-
minating certain counselors 
was the way to go about it. 

The candidates all opposed 
the recent changes to the 
housing agreement that will 
make it impossible for upper-
classmen to live off-campus. 

“Off-campus housing is a 
viable option that we want to 
see come back,” Currul said. 

Bracken said the best 
way to get off-campus hous-
ing back is to keep stu-
dents at Allegheny, which 
she said is part of why her 
administration would fo-
cus so much effort on pro-
grams to promote retention. 

Kaufman agreed 
that focusing on reten-
tion will be a priority.  

“While we can’t help 
admissions we can imple-
ment programs to keep stu-
dents here,” Kaufman said. 

olates ASG guidelines,” Myers 
said. 

Myers said he could have 
removed Caslin and Hopf 
from the ticket after they 
missed a mandatory meeting 
for candidates on Tuesday, 
Feb. 23, without alerting the 
Judicial Review Board, but he 
wanted to make the process as 
open as possible. 

“I wanted everything to be 
as transparent as possible be-
cause that is something we are 
working on in ASG,” Myers 
said. 

Caslin, after receiving My-
ers’ email, resigned from her 
position as ASG director of 
communications and press. 
She said she was not pleased 
with how the situation was 
being handled and felt there 
would be tension with Brack-
en and Kaufman, against 
whom she was running.   

“It was just going to be hel-
la awkward working under 
[Bracken],” Caslin said. 

Caslin denied the claims 
made by the Judicial Review 
Board’s report that Hopf host-

BALLOT from page 1

ed a party related to their 
campaign. 

“There was never a party,” 
Caslin said. 

While Caslin did not deny 
that she missed the required 
meeting, she said she told 
ASG members she could not 
be at meetings scheduled 
during track practices. Caslin 
said she was sent an email list 
of meeting dates. However, 
she said the way in which it 
was formatted made it diffi-
cult to read the Feb. 23 meet-
ing time. 

Caslin said she feels there 
was bias in the way the situa-
tion was handled, saying My-
ers, among others involved 
in the investigation, were bi-
ased as they are friends with 
Bracken and Kaufman. 

“I just feel it was poor-
ly handled and they need to 
have more outside people 
running it,” Caslin said. 

The Judicial Review Board 
is an outside body whose 
members serve no other role 
in student government. 
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EVENTS CALENDAR CONT.

Muslim Lunch and Prayers
Friday, Feb. 26, 12:30 p.m., PAM Retreat 

All are welcome.

Shabbat Service and Dinner
Friday, Feb. 26, 5 p.m., Hillel House

All are welcome.

Ebony Ball
Friday, Feb. 26, 7 p.m., Schultz Banquet Hall

ABC presents the formal Ebony Ball, themed “The Wiz.” Dance with your 
friends and enjoy finger foods, a photo booth and great music. 

The Campus is printed every Friday 
during the academic year, except during breaks 
and exam periods. 

Advertising:(814)332-5386
Box 12, Allegheny College 
520 N. Main St.  
Meadville, PA 16335

CRIME BLOTTER
Feb. 20, 2016

534 Park Avenue
Disorderly conduct.

Feb. 21, 2016
McKinley’s

Underage drinking.

Feb. 21, 2016
Campus Center

Theft.

Feb. 25, 2016
Caflisch Hall

Underage Drinking.

CORRECTIONS
In the Feb. 19 issue of The Campus, the News section had a headline that 
read “CPP hosts second Agents of Change conference.” The conference 

was organized by the office of Civic Engagement with several CPP 
collaborators. 

In the Feb. 19 issue of The Campus, the Sports misspelled Patrick 
Hollenbeck’s name. 
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Playshop Theatre: “Mr. Burns, a post-electric play”
Friday and Saturday, Feb. 26 and 27 at 8 p.m.; Sunday, Feb. 28 at 2:30 p.m.; 

Gladys Mullenix Black Theatre
An audacious comedy by Anne Washburn about survivors, storytelling, 

mythology and “The Simpsons” following a nuclear event. Music by Michael 
Friedman. Lyrics by Anne Washburn. Mark Cosdon directs. 

Live Music by Fiery Gizzard
Friday, Feb. 26, 8 p.m., Grounds for Change

Enjoy free admission to this concert by Ben Ayers and Greg Singer.

Late Night Event: Friendship Bracelets for Bethesda Children’s Home
Friday, Feb. 26, 9:30 to 11 p.m., Campus Center Lobby

Join Lambda Sigma in making friendship bracelets: make a bracelet for yourself 
and one for a boy or girl at Bethesda Children’s Home to create a bond between 
Allegheny and the youth in our community. String, beads and hemp bracelet-

making materials will be provided.

Service Saturday
Saturday, Feb. 27, 8:30 a.m. to noon, meet at Pelletier Library

Students, faculty and staff are invited to work on service projects in the 
Crawford County community. This monthly service opportunity begins with 

refreshments at 8:30 a.m. in Pelletier Library.

Recital by the Northwest Passage Trumpet Trio
Saturday, Feb. 27, 3:15 p.m., Ford Chapel

Trio members Josh Boudreau, Jennifer Dearden and Timothy Winfield will 
perform with pianist Douglas Jurs. 

 
Script Workshop: Meadville Community-Based Play

Sunday, Feb. 28, 10:30 a.m. to noon, Meadville Council on the Arts 
The Year of Meadville is sponsoring a community-based play, an original piece 
based on story circles held with Meadville residents, to be performed in April.

Chapel Service
Sunday, Feb. 28, 11 a.m., Ford Chapel

This service continues a series of sermons on the parable of the Prodigal Son 
that will run throughout the season of Lent. All are welcome.

Recital by Daniel Kerschner ’17 
Sunday, Feb. 28, 3:15 p.m., Ford Chapel

Saxophonist Daniel Kerschner will present a recital.

Auditions: Community-Based Play
Sunday, Feb. 28, 5 to 7 p.m., Arter Theatre

No experience is required. A second audition will be held on Monday, Feb. 29, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Meadville Council on the Arts.

African Students’ Association HIV/AIDS Awareness Fashion Show
Sunday, Feb. 28, 5:30 p.m., Campus Center Lobby

ASA organizes this annual event to educate the Allegheny community about 
the HIV/AIDS epidemic and raise funds to donate to the Pittsburgh AIDS 

Task Force. The event showcases members of the Allegheny community in four 
clothing categories (casual, business, accessory and cultural).

Catholic Mass
Sunday, Feb. 28, 6:30 p.m., Ford Chapel

Mass is celebrated by Catholic Campus Minister Father Jeff Lucas.

Dinner and Concert with Alexander String Quartet
Monday, Feb. 29, 4:30 p.m., Ford Chapel

Students are invited to join the Alexander String Quartet for music and a meal 
as part of the quartet’s residency. The quartet will play a brief concert and then 

have dinner with students. For more information, contact rellife@allegheny.
edu or 332-2800. On March 3, at 7:30 p.m., in Ford Chapel, the award-winning 

Alexander String Quartet will close their campus residency with a concert.

Phi Beta Kappa Visiting Scholar Michael Bérubé: Presentation on 
“Disability and Narrative: Self-Awareness”
Monday, Feb. 29, 7 p.m., Quigley Auditorium

Michael Bérubé, former president of the Modern Language Association, is the 
author of eight books, including “Life as We Know It: A Father, a Family, and an 

Exceptional Child,” which was a New York Times Notable Book of the Year.

Work Local Networking Night
Tuesday, March 1, 7 to 8:30 p.m., Tippie Alumni Center

The Year of Meadville and the Offices of Career Education and Alumni Affairs 
invite students to meet, socialize and network with alumni who live and work 

in Meadville. Business casual dress is required.

Work Local Job and Internship Fair
Wednesday, March 2, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Campus Center Lobby

Business attire is encouraged. Check the Office of Career Education website for 
a list of local companies that will be sending representatives.

Talk by Caryn Hunt: “A Field Guide to the Feminist Movement in 
Pennsylvania”

Wednesday, March 2, 5 p.m., Tillotson Room of the Tippie Alumni Center
Feminist writer and activist Caryn Hunt is president of Pennsylvania NOW 

(National Organization for Women). A reception will follow her talk.

International Film Festival
Wednesday, March 2, 7 p.m., The Movies at Meadville

The Department of Modern and Classical Languages continues its annual 
international film festival with “Barbara” (Germany, 2013; in German with 

subtitles). Free shuttles for Allegheny students departs from North Main Street 
at Brooks Walk at 6:10 and 6:30 p.m.

Single Voice Reading Series: Sara Levine
Thursday, March 3, 7 p.m., Tillotson Room of the Tippie Alumni Center

Award-winning author Sara Levine writes novels, short stories, essays, prose 
poems and aphorisms. She is the author of the novel “Treasure Island!!!” and a 

book of short stories titled “Short Dark Oracles.”

EVENTS CALENDAR
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Safety and Security recent-
ly released a notice titled “Safe 
Walking Tips” to MyAlleghe-
ny. The notice includes help-
ful, common-sense tips that 
advise Allegheny residents 
not to rush or to be distract-
ed by their cell phones while 
walking through snow or ice. 

After these preliminary 
tips, the advice gets a little 
weird. The notice suggests 
walking flat footed and point-
ing your feet out slightly to 
avoid falling. Even if you do 
fall, the sign has you covered.  
The general idea is to walk 
and fall like a penguin would.

“Try to avoid landing on 
your knees, wrists, or spine,” 
the notice said. “Attempt to 

Safe Walking Tips advisory falls flat

THE   SIMPLE   THINGS

Comic by Jonathon Yee 

Pope Francis calls for mercy and life for felons and fetuses

fall on a fleshy part of your 
body, such as your side.”

It is important to note that 
this notice takes most of its 
information from a work-
man’s compensation website 
(ccd.fnal.gov). As students of 
a private institution, we are 
best advised to avoid putting 
ourselves at risk of incidents 
that may lead us to file insur-
ance claims.

The effectiveness of these 
safety precautions are 100 
percent on us. Unshoveled 
Ravine stairs can easily be 
navigated if we follow these 
safety tips. Unlit sidewalks are 
not a challenge for the sea-
soned “penguin.” 

Personally, I feel like this 
sign is a copout. It is a quick 
way to silence any complaints 
by reminding students to 
follow these safety tips. Of 

course, the notice has some 
informational value. Students 
from warmer states like Flor-
ida and California may have 
little experience dealing with 
a large amount of snow. 

However, for students such 
as myself who dealt with more 
than 100 inches of snow last 
year, we know that the most 
important thing is the quality 
of the treatment to our walk-
ways. The shoveling, plow-
ing and salting that follows 
greatly improve the quality of 
walkways and sometimes pre-
vent the need to change our 
walking routine. 

Clearing walkways is a 
lot of work. My experience 
shoveling the previously men-
tioned snow taught me this. I 
greatly appreciate the work of 
Allegheny’s Physical Plant. 

However, in some areas 

they seem to fall flat. In par-
ticular, I have noticed that 
stairways and, more surpris-
ingly, the path from North 
Main to the Campus Center 
seem to take much longer to 
be cleared. This creates dan-
gerous areas where even the 
most experienced “penguin” 
can slip and fall on icy sur-
faces. 

I do not have a definitive 
solution to this problem. Per-
haps the school needs to hire 
more workers for Physical 
Plant during the winter, or 
even consider hiring some 
students to shovel certain ar-
eas following bigger storms. 

A “Safe Walking Tips” 
notice may inform a few in-
experienced students but it 
certainly does not shovel the 
sidewalks. 

Speaking from St. Peter’s 
Square, this Sunday, Feb. 21, 
Pope Francis called upon 
world leaders to abolish the 
death penalty worldwide for 
the duration of the Holy Year 
of Mercy.

“The commandment 
‘Thou shalt not kill’ has abso-
lute value and applies to both 
the innocent and the guilty,” 
he said.

The Holy Year began on 
Dec. 8, when Francis opened 
the northernmost door of St. 
Peter’s Basilica, a long-stand-
ing Catholic tradition that 
marks the beginning of a holy 
year, or “Jubilee.” Such a year, 
according to Catholic tradi-
tion, involves forgiveness of 

debtors and prisoners. It is an 
apposite time, in other words, 
to contend with one of hu-
manity’s oldest forms of pun-
ishment.

And this is not the first 
time Francis has called upon 
political leaders to take action 
on this subject. Back in Sep-
tember 2015, in his landmark 
address to the U.S. Congress, 
the Pope called upon Ameri-
can legislators to abolish capi-
tal punishment.

“The Gold Rule also re-
minds us of our responsibil-
ities to protect and defend 
human life at every stage of its 
development,” Francis said. 
“This conviction has led me 
from the beginning of my 
ministry to advocate at differ-
ent levels, the global abolition 
of the death penalty.” 

The first sentence in the 

above quote will remind read-
ers that Francis, like all of his 
predecessors, assumes the 
orthodox stance on abortion 
rights. But it also reminds us 
that Francis’ political views do 
not fall in line with American 
idiosyncrasies. 

“I am convinced that this 
way is the best, since every life 
is sacred,” Francis said in his 
address.

Think about the use of the 
word “sacred” for a moment, 
beyond the scope of spiritual 
doctrine. 

Somehow, the American 
political poles have become 
skewered regarding the extent 
to which either party believes 
that humans ought to inter-
vene in the lives of others.

The prototypical conserva-
tive stance (and you will have 
to forgive that this example is 

partially made of straw) holds 
that certain criminals have 
acted so callously that they 
have forfeited their own right 
to life as a human. They will 
also tell you that a fertilized 
zygote is enough of a human 
to deserve those protections 
that the criminal has lost. 

The typical liberal will state 
the opposite: no act of crime 
is enough to deprive someone 
of their personhood, though 
they will usually not be able 
to point to just when during 
gestation a human becomes a 
human.

I am not here to discuss the 
psychological ethics of crimi-
nality, nor will I attempt a bi-
ological explanation of what 
constitutes a person. These are 
questions I cannot even begin 
to answer. (Though I hear that 
pop-science advocate Bill Nye 

has a ticklish response to the 
latter.)

But I want to recognize 
that the Pope is offering a 
sort of political retreatism 
from the typical idiosyncrat-
ic stances on such issues. If 
every life is sacred, then it is 
not left to human judgment 
whether to draw the line of 
“human” at infancy or infamy, 
fetus or felon.

At some point, every soci-
ety will have to decide where 
they choose to draw the de-
finitive line, and whether the 
authority to draw that line is 
theocratic or circumstantial. 
Perhaps it will be a meeting 
of both. 

Now, I secretly suspect that 
if only women were allowed to 
vote on the issue, the consen-
sus on abortion rights would 
be near-unanimous. And I 

further suspect that if only 
felons and miscreants were 
allowed a say toward their 
final fate, the issue would be 
resolved.

Which is where we re-
turn to the Golden Rule, as 
invoked by Francis back in 
September. Looking beyond 
the guillotine or the health 
clinic, the simple maxim “Do 
unto others…” may yet be the 
panacean metric by which all 
social institutes operate. But 
that’s idealistic speculation.

First must come the un-
comfortable conversations, 
the reconciling of inconsis-
tent ideologies, and the rec-
ognition of what it means to 
define a human. First we must 
decide how to draw the lines 
of our own limits. Only then 
can we decide how we govern 
life and death.

Questions of religious freedoms take off at NASA
Over the years, NASA has 

hosted a variety of non-NA-
SA-affiliated organizations 
and group conferences in its 
buildings, so long as NASA 
employees hold these meet-
ings and events on their own 
time.  

These groups might cover 
things such as outings, recre-
ation and religion.  Religion, 
specifically Christianity, has 
always had a place with the 
NASA corporation.  Employ-
ees, on Earth and in space, 
have freely practiced Christi-

anity since NASA was found-
ed in 1958.  

In fact, there has never 
been a problem with using the 
name “Jesus” until May 2015.

May 2015 is when cen-
sorship of religious specific-
ity made an appearance at 
NASA.  A group of Christian 
organizers were told that they 
could no longer use the name 
“Jesus” on the Johnson Space 
Center newsletter when pro-
moting their club, JSC Praise 
and Worship Club.  

The president of JSC Praise 
and Worship Club, Mike 
Fitzpatrick, spoke on the 
behalf of the group, stating 
that they wish to receive an 

apology from NASA, as well 
as see religious freedom re-
stored.  NASA’s legal team be-
came involved and stated that 
mentioning the name “Jesus” 
made the announcement sec-
tarian and denominational.  
A denomination refers to any 
one branch of Christianity.  
No matter if a Christian iden-
tifies as a Catholic, Methodist, 
Presbyterian or anything else, 
they all agree all the same ba-
sic precepts. Simply mention-
ing “Jesus” is not, by defini-
tion, “denominational.” 

From what I understand, 
NASA offers a universal 
freedom of religious speech. 
Christianity is not the only 

faith that falls under this pro-
tection. There are certainly 
practitioners of other faiths 
at NASA, and the precedent 
here has the potential to affect 
them as well.  

In the past few years, a 
social shift has spread across 
the U.S. making it acceptable 
to rename Christian holidays. 
Non-Christian holidays, in 
contrast, remain unchanged. 
College students do not re-
ceive a four-day weekend for 
Easter, which is the second 
most important holiday in the 
Christian faith.  

Easter is surrounded by 
Good Friday, the day of Jesus’ 
crucifixion; Easter Sunday, 

Jesus’ resurrection; and Eas-
ter Monday, the day Jesus re-
turned to heaven.  In college, 
if you are of Jewish or Muslim 
faith, you are granted an ex-
cused absence for that day; 
but, if you are of Christian 
faith, missing Good Friday 
or Easter Monday is not typ-
ically accepted as an excused 
absence.

If NASA, as well as our 
nation, wants to remove 
Christian words and symbols 
from its internal dialogues, it 
should hold all spiritual faiths 
to the same standard.  Sin-
gling out one religion is not 
conducive to a policy that was 
probably meant to promote 

spiritual equity.  Any religious 
censorship flagrantly disre-
gards the U.S. Constitution.  

The First Amendment 
states, “Congress shall make 
no law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion, or pro-
hibiting the free exercise 
thereof; or abridging the free-
dom of speech, or of the press; 
or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the government for a 
redress of grievances.”  

Such protections surely 
apply to Christian words and 
symbols. As NASA is a gov-
ernment-funded organiza-
tion, shouldn’t constitutional 
standards apply to it as well?

Contact us at
Opinion@alleghenycampus.com

Meetings are held Mondays 
at 8 p.m. in the Campus 

Center room 303
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Allegheny College’s In-
ternational Education Office 
launched a new Culture 2 
Culture Peer Mentoring Pro-
gram in fall 2015. This pro-
gram was created to help in-
coming international students 
adjust to the new standard of 
living at Allegheny and the 
program just completed its 
pilot semester. 

The program is also in-
tended to be beneficial for 
domestic students as they are 
given the opportunity to learn 
about a new culture. Lenee 
McCandless, international 
student adviser, was personal-
ly involved in a program like 
this at Slippery Rock Univer-
sity before initiating the idea 
here at Allegheny. 

“It is typical for an academ-
ic institution to have this style 
of program for their interna-
tional students,” McCandless 
said. “This is a sort of pilot 
program for us because we 
are not as large as other cam-
puses.” 

With the size of Allegheny 
potentially being an issue be-
cause of the decreased num-
ber of international students 
compared to that of larger 
universities, the cross cultur-
al program received only 18 
mentors and 33 mentees. In 
the end of the semester reflec-
tion, McCandless said that the 
program was successful, with 
it only needing a few revisions 
to the matching process. 

“There weren’t a lot of 
guidelines. We kind of just 
were expected to reach out to 
them and kind of make a re-
lationship with them and be a 

resource,” Sophie Dodge, ’18, 
said.  

Dodge offered her help 
with trips around Meadville, 
hosting dinners for her men-
tees and helping with cultur-
al adjustments. From having 
to go through the acclima-
tion process herself without 
a mentor, Dodge felt like it 
would be a good opportunity 
to help others. Being person-
ally involved from working 
with the International Office, 
Dodge joined the program 
shortly after learning about it. 

“I think it would have been 
really helpful for me if I had 
someone to help me with that 
process,” Dodge said. “But 
also, I really wanted to learn 
about another culture. It’s an 
opportunity to help people, 
but you’re getting enjoyment 
out of it yourself.”  

Kathryn Denning, ’16 

learned about the program 
after McCandless had men-
tioned she was short on men-
tors for the program this last 
summer. Being interested in 
learning more about interna-
tional culture, Denning took 
on two mentees for the fall 
2015 semester.

“I thought it would be a 
cool opportunity,” Denning 
said. “I’ve never been abroad 
so I don’t really know much 
about international experi-
ences, but I wanted to learn 
more.” 

According to Denning, her 
time in the program went well 
and she is still friends with 
her two mentees. Denning 
was happy overall with the 
events and experiences she 
had with her group. Denning 
spoke about when she had 
passed by Diamond Park with 
her mentees and a Civil War 

reenactment was taking place. 
“It was really interesting 

because they loved it,” said 
Denning. “Just seeing them 
experience that, that many 
American things in one day, it 
was pretty entertaining”.

For a few events mentors 
drove their mentees to Ca-
sey’s Ice Cream & Candies 
and hosted dinners with new 
cultural foods. Denning and 
her mentees simply explored 
Meadville by driving around, 
which Denning said was a 
culture shock to a few of the 
mentees. For some of them 
they walk most places in their 
home cultures. 

One experience that stood 
out during the program was 
the Thanksgiving dinner 
event. The mentors taught 
and helped prepare a Thanks-
giving meal for their mentees, 
most of whom had never had 

a Thanksgiving dinner before. 
“It was just really cool to 

see them be so interested in 
an event that obviously isn’t a 
part of their own culture,” said 
Denning.

The experiences seemed to 
help bolster a good attitude 
towards the program. Ac-
cording to Denning, it was an 
experience most people need 
to have.

“It’s an enjoyable activity 
to get to know about different 
cultures,” said Denning. “It 
expands your worldview.”

With few or no interna-
tional students joining Al-
legheny in the spring semes-
ter, few to no mentors are 
needed. 

If you are interested in 
joining the Culture 2 Culture 
Peer Mentoring Program, 
email Lenee McCandless, or 
visit her office at Pelletier 247.

Peer mentoring offers remedies for culture shock

Lantern Festival floats into campus culture

GFC discussion 
spurs opposition 
towards death 
penalty

By DALTON FINNELL
Contributing Writer
finnelld@allegheny.edu
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Hannah Firestone, ‘19, decorates one of the paper lanterns available on the many tables set up for the Chinese Lan-

tern Festival in the Campus Center lobby on Sunday, Feb. 21, 2016.

The Lantern Festi-
val was once cel-
ebrated only in 
Chinese culture 

when it was first established 
more than 2,000 years ago. 
The event traditionally ends 
the Chinese New Year period 
and this year the festival fell 
on Monday, Feb. 22. 

This year is the Year of the 
Monkey which is the ninth 
animal in the 12-year Chinese 
zodiac cycle. The zodiac states 
that people born in the Year of 
the Monkey are clever, intelli-
gent, quick-witted but most 
importantly, mischievous. 
The 12-year cycle distinguish-
es a relationship between the 
animals and people much like 
western astrology signs. The 
next time it will be the Year of 
the Monkey will be 2028. 

At Allegheny College, the 
Lantern Festival was celebrat-
ed on Sunday, Feb. 21 in the 
Campus Center. The event 
was organized by the Depart-
ment of Modern and Classical 
Languages with help from 
the Association for Asian and 
Asian American Awareness, 
also known as A5. Mainly 
student organized and run, 
the event was about a time of 
celebration and reunion with 
family and friends, as is tradi-
tionally the understanding of 
the holiday. 

“Last year we had the 
Mid-Autumn Festival, which 
the planning was pretty sim-
ilar to this,” said Jennie Choi, 
’17, president of A5. “Rogina 

[Chen, Chinese teaching as-
sistant] asked Asian interna-
tional students to volunteer 
talents and skills and whatev-
er they could offer to perform. 
So there were dance perfor-
mances, instrumental perfor-
mances and what not.” 

The festival is one of the 
most important holidays 
of the year for those who 
celebrate it, along with the 
Mid-Autumn Festival. These 
gatherings include tradition-
al and modern celebrations. 
Traditional aspects of the hol-
iday include foods such as rice 
cakes, dumplings and tangyu-
an, all of which have large 
symbolic meanings in the fes-
tivals. According to Chen, the 
round rice bars that were also 

at the event signify family and 
reunion. 

The style of the parties 
and the artistic performanc-
es show how a modern spin 
has developed throughout 
the past 2,000 years. Student 
performances included mu-
sic, dancing and a Japanese 
student performed martial 
arts and broke bricks with his 
hand. Victor Zheng, ’17, an 
international student from 
China, performed a modern 
dance piece on stage. 

“We don’t have the chance 
to spend time with our family 
but we spend [time] with our 
friends, which is a good sub-
stitute,” Zheng said. “It helps 
to release the homesick.” 

The event was not just an 

occasion for celebration, but 
it was also a place of learning. 
According to Xiaoling Shi, 
assistant professor of modern 
and classical languages, at one 
point a student from Vietnam 
taught her how they celebrate 
the Lantern Festival in their 
country. The celebration also 
brought awareness to domes-
tic students who watched as 
their peers celebrated their 
culture.

“We have a relatively 
small population of Chinese 
students, so we decided we 
wanted to gradually include 
students from Asia, including 
Japan, South Korea, Vietnam 
and other Asian countries so 
that we can be together,” Shi 
said. 

Governor Tom Wolf of 
Pennsylvania placed a mora-
torium on the death penalty 
for the duration of his time 
in office. This act was enact-
ed on March 4, 2015, the day 
of a planned execution. The 
temporary prohibition of the 
death penalty effectively de-
layed the execution of death 
row inmate Terrence Wil-
liams, convicted of multiple 
counts of murder. 

As of now, 31 states in 
the U.S. exercise the use of 
the death penalty. Nineteen 
have abolished it. As Penn-
sylvania has only enacted a 
moratorium, the state still 
officially counts as a member 
of those 31 states. Globally as 
of 2014, in descending order, 
the following countries held 
the highest execution rates in 
the world: China, Iran, Saudi 
Arabia, Iraq and the U.S., ac-
cording to Amnesty Interna-
tional. 

Amnesty International 
works globally to protect hu-
man rights.

“Amnesty International’s 
mission is to undertake re-
search and action focused 
on preventing and ending 
grave abuses of the rights to 
physical and mental integri-
ty, freedom of conscience and 
expression, and freedom from 
discrimination, within the 
context of its work to promote 
all human rights,” according 
to Amnesty’s website. 

The Allegheny chapter is 
lead by president Heather Bo-
sau, ’17.

On Tuesday, Feb. 23 at 9 
p.m., Bosau, along with Re-
mata Aleman, ’16, and Mark 
Egan, ’16, led a group discus-
sion on capital punishment in 
Grounds For Change. Eight 
were in attendance. The group 
leaders reminded those par-
ticipating that it was a “safe 
space.” 

Questions posed to the 
group included whether or 
not there is an ethical way to 
perform capital punishment 
as well as why do we have it 
in the first place. Student re-
sponses contained answers 
that considered the political, 
social and economic implica-
tions of capital punishment. 

“Taking someone’s life, 
I mean I don’t know. If you 
think you have that power, 

By DALTON FINNELL and that’s a problem itself,” said 
Osa Edebiri, ’16. 

Edebiri’s comment reflect-
ed the consensus of the ma-
jority of the GFC discussion. 

The pro-capital punish-
ment camp did not have a 
significant presence at the 
discussion: the group was 
largely united in its opposi-
tion and condemnation of the 
death penalty. The term “cru-
el and unusual punishment” 
was mentioned a handful of 
times, in agreement with the 
opinions of Amnesty Interna-
tional. With a death penalty 
approval rate in the United 
States of 61 percent for a per-
son convicted of murder, to 
date, the U.S. Supreme Court 
has yet to rule the death pen-
alty as cruel and unusual. 

“There’s too much totality 
to it for my liking, in such an 
uncertain world,” said Rich 
Byron, assistant professor of 
digital art and painting.

Byron is a Canadian na-
tive. The death penalty has 
been fully abolished in Can-
ada since 1998, according to 
Amnesty International’s web-
site.  

Referring to the cost of 
trial and execution relative 
to the cost of non-death row 
incarceration, Andrea Bush, 
’16, stated her opposition to 
the death penalty.

“I oppose the death penal-
ty because it’s wrong morally 
and more expensive financial-
ly,” said Bush.

Bush is from Colorado, 
where capital punishment is 
still legal, according to the 
Death Penalty Information 
Center website. 

Marissa Walter, ’16, refer-
enced her faith in her state-
ment on capital punishment. 

“In Judaism we have a 
belief that to end a life is to 
destroy a whole world,” said 
Walter.

Walter is from the state of 
Ohio, where the death penalty 
is legal.

Miles Oladimeji, ’19, is 
from Nigeria, where as of 
September 2013, at least 1,223 
people were on death row 
according to Cornell Law 
School’s website on the death 
penalty worldwide.

“Life in prison is good 
enough”, said Oladimeji. 

Nigeria executed four peo-
ple in 2013, according to the 
same Cornell site. 

Amnesty International 
meets on Tuesdays at 9 to 10 
p.m. in the Campus Center 
206.

Winly Mai, ‘18, performs a ribbon dance for the Chinese Lantern Festival, which fo-

cused on celebration and reunion with family and friends.
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Required reading finally leaves lasting impression
By JACK GOODMAN
Web Manager 
goodmanj@allegheny.edu

Assigned Reading. We 
have all been forced to read 
something for class, ever 
since we learned to read. 
Most of the time these books 
are pretty bland, and most 
students do not enjoy them. 
But every once and awhile, 
a book is assigned that you 
actually end up liking. Books 
like “To Kill a Mockingbird” 
or maybe“The Crucible” come 
to my mind. 

However, since I have 
arrived at Allegheny, none 
of the books that I have read 
for class have made me feel 
the same way. That was the 
case until I picked up “China 
Under Mao: A Revolution 

Derailed” by Andrew Walder, 
which is one of the required 
books for History 272: 
Socialism and Post-Socialism 
in China. 

This book delves deeply 
into the history of Maoist 
China, a period which I 
was not previously familiar. 
“China under Mao” 
surprisingly starts at the end 
of Mao’s story, his funeral. 
This first chapter lays out 
the confusion that fell over 
China after Mao’s death and 
describes the topics that will 
be discussed later in the book.

From this point forward, 
history is discussed in 
chronological order, starting 
with the civil war between 
Mao’s Communist Party 
and the previously ruling 
Nationalist Party. After the 

surprising victory of the 
Communist Party, China is 
quickly transformed in almost 
every facet of life. Both the 
transformation of rural areas 
and of China’s large industrial 
cities are discussed.

After this initial 
revolution, Walder discusses 
the two biggest successes 
of Maoist China, the 
“Socialist Economy” and the 
“Communist-Party System.” 
I find these particular 
chapters both informative 
and interesting because it 
discusses the two previously 
mentioned major concepts 
about communist countries 
that often are not deeply 
explained. 

Next, Walder discusses 
Mao’s greatest failure, “The 
Great Leap Forward,” a 

disastrous attempt to push 
China into becoming an 
industrial society. The 
biggest result of this social 
and economic campaign was 
a great famine that killed 
between 20 to 40 million 
people. 

Following this, “The 
Cultural Revolution” is 
explained. This was a period 
of tension between Mao and 
his enemies. Mao decided that 
he would purge the capitalist 
remnants from China and 
with them, his enemies. 
Walder discusses the “Red 
Guards” in great detail and 
explains their rise and fall.

To finish up the history of 
the Mao era, Walder describes 
his downfall. Following this, 
Walder takes a final look back 
at Maoist China and illustrates 

its failures and successes. 
Overall, Walder is critical 

of Mao. He particularly notes 
Mao’s failure to stray from his 
values even in his final years. 
Although his dedication 
made him popular with the 
people, it also had disastrous 
consequences for China as a 
nation, in the form of “The 
Great Leap Forward” and 
“The Cultural Revolution.”

This book is not a page 
turner, and it is not light 
reading. “China under 
Mao” is a deep and negative 
critique of Maoist China. It 
is incredibly informative and 
kept me interested the whole 
way through. Although it 
can be dense at times, it has 
so much informational value 
that I believe makes it worth 
reading. 

I loved the way that this 
book explains historical 
events. Walder is an amazing 
author and really draws you 
into the story of Communist 
China. However, at times 
his analysis can be a little 
lackluster. He’s  critical of 
Mao, which I can understand 
and appreciate, but some 
more depth in analysis would 
go a long way.

This book is especially 
relevant with the rise of 
Bernie Sanders. With his 
rise in popularity, socialism 
is becoming a popular topic 
of discussion. Although 
Bernie is not advocating for 
communism, “China under 
Mao” can provide insight into 
socialism and communism as 
a whole. 

New, local cafe becomes go-to coffee shop
By CHLOE KEDZIORA
Junior Editor
kedziorac@allegheny.edu

The next time you visit 
The Market Grille, you will 
see a sign on the left door 
advertising Drogo and Tuck 
Artisan Cafe entrance. The 
cafe is a new addition to the 
Meadville Market House. 
The long dark green counter 
displaying biscotti, cucumber 

basil water, sugar and other 
spices is nestled among local 
vendors. 

I was greeted by Michael 
Reed, owner of the artisan 
cafe. He was also my barista 
as well as guide as I explored 
this new cafe.

For this excursion, I 
decided to specifically try 
specialty drinks, beverages 
that can only be found at 
Drogo and Tuck. For the 

purpose of trying the drinks 
in their entirety, I did not 
add any extra sugar, cream or 
other additives.

I decided to go big and 
order three different drinks, 
even though my taste buds 
were begging for one of 
everything, as well as a 
quiche and personal loaf of 
cornbread.

Drogo Tripollo, a triple 
shot of espresso mixed 
with raw sugar directly in 
the grounds, appeals to 
customers that enjoy a sweet, 
light caramel flavor.

The Banana’s Foster Latte 
uses banana milk, making it a 
sweet and creamy drink. The 

banana flavor is light and real. 
This helps to not overpower 
your palate and satisfy your 
sweet tooth.

The Turkish Treacle, a 
new specialty drink that has 
appealed to more customers 
than originally planned, 
is the order I was a little 
nervous about. Turkish coffee 
is known for being strong 
and in your face, and while I 
enjoy coffee, I usually take it 
with cream and a lot of sugar. 
That being said, this was 
my favorite of the trio. The 
espresso is complimented by 
the sweet molasses, while still 
retaining the bold flavor.

After being pleasantly 

surprised by the coffee 
products, I decided to dig into 
the savory items. I learned 
from Reed that all food is 
cooked or baked fresh each 
morning for the cafe by him 
and his fiancee.

Drogo and Tuck offers a 
wide variety of salads, breads, 
quiche and soups. I opted 
for the spinach and goat 
cheese quiche and the cutsie 
cornbread. 

The quiche was a slice of 
heaven, especially when I 
warmed it up. The proportions 
of ingredients was balanced 
and the quiche itself was light 
and airy. I had to stop myself 
from inhaling the whole thing 
in order to save room for the 
cornbread.

The cutsie cornbread 
is cast-iron baked, giving 
the crust a nice chew while 
keeping the inside soft and 
moist. I enjoyed this bread 
and would recommend it, 
but it came in second to my 
mom’s homemade cornbread.

I have heard many 
grumblings around campus 
(myself included) about 
how we need a Starbucks 
on campus. Grounds for 
Change offers coffee, as do 

most of the fast food chains 
around town and personal 
coffee pots or Keurigs, but 
there is something about 
going somewhere, immersing 
yourself in the surroundings 
and enjoying a fresh cup of 
java brewed just for you.

Overall, I believe that 
Drogo and Tuck is the new 
Starbucks on the block. Their 
products are wholesome, 
organic, locally sourced when 
possible and delicious. This 
little cafe has a little something 
for everyone, whether it is a 
quick and fresh snack, a hot 
cup of coffee or a cool tea.

Drogo and Tuck is open 
Monday through Friday 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

GAP-sponsored major concert     
brings three artists to campus

ADVERTISEMENT

50% off an appetizer when 

you spend $40 or more! One 

coupon per check and coupon 

must be present.

ADVERTISEMENT

Timeout Tavern
The Julian’s side is open late-

night now offering wells, select 
liquors, PBR and select bottles. 

We will be growing to a full-

functioning, 6-tap bar now 
offering limited late-night food 

on the weekends til 2 a.m.!!

By LOGAN BATTIN
Contributing Writer
battinl@allegheny.edu

The Major Events 
Committee and Gator 
Activities Programmings’ 
will be bringing three music 
artists to campus for this 
year’s major concert.

Hip-hop artist Hoodie 
Allen will headline the 
show, which will take place 
Saturday, March 5, at 7 p.m. 
in Shafer Auditorium.

S i n g e r - s o n g w r i t e r 
and talented multi-
instrumentalist Daya, a native 
of Pittsburgh, will open the 
show for Hoodie Allen, along 
with New York based hip-hop 
artist YONAS.

Abbie Maynard, ’18, a 
member of GAP, is looking 
forward to the big event.

“I’m excited to have a 
concert here,” Maynard said.  
“I don’t go to any concerts so I 
think it’ll be fun.”

She does share the 
sentiment of many 
students, however, saying 
she would have preferred 

a more prominent single 
performance, or at least 
have the decision be more 
influenced by the Allegheny 
student body.

“I feel like GAP and ASG 
could have allocated the 
money a little better to get one 
big act instead of three small 
ones or asked for student 
input,” Maynard said.

Sam Talerico, ’16, a GAP 
vice president of annual 
events, said that the concert 
should appeal to a wide range 
of music tastes.

“I think it’s a great mix 
of different singers that 
Allegheny students will like.” 
Talerico said.

Talerico noted the recent 
change in the process of 
choosing artists for the Major 
Concert, a biannual event at 
Allegheny.

“MEC is not the same as 
it used to be,” Talerico said. 
“What happened was we 
kind of picked a few people 
from GAP. So we get people 
based on this specific website, 
based on agents and prices, 
and we could spend a specific 

amount. I think the grand 
total for all three was around 
$50,000.”

Jocelyn Serafin, ’17, a 
GAP vice president of annual 
events, shared the same 
sentiment as Talerico.

“There’s only four people 
who work on selecting 
the artists, along with two 
advisers,” Serafin said. 
“Because [MEC] deals 

with major events like 
Homecoming, Springest, etc., 
we try to keep it so it’s not that 
many people because it’s more 
productive to work with less 
people.”

Serafin said the image, 
as well as social and 
cultural reputation play an 
increasingly important role in 
the choosing of artists for the 
concerts.

“We have to make sure 
it is an artist that follows 
[Allegheny’s] statement of 
community. It’s about picking 
artists that are not going to 
create an unsafe space or make 
a lot of people uncomfortable, 
because it is a concert for the 
public,” Sarafin said.

Tickets for the concert can 
be purchased at ticketleap.
com.

Public tickets for the event 
are $25. Tickets for students 
are $10 plus tax.  Students 
receive a discount on on their 
ticket and can purchase one 
additional ticket with the 
same discount.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY GAP

I feel like GAP and 
ASG could have al-
located the money 
a little better to get 
one big act instead 
of three small ones 
or asked for student 
input.

“

“

Abbie Maynard
Class of 2018

THE   SOUNDs
OF   MEADVILLE:

For more information 
on the new edition 
to The Market House 
visit Drogo and Tuck’s 
Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/
Drogontuckcafe/pho-
tos_stream.
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Above: Dan Keitel, ’17, Rachael Robertson, ’17, Karina Mena, ’16, and Bolan Marshall-Hallmark, ’17, four of the eight actors in ”Mr. Burns,”do a scene with busts of 

characters from “The Simpsons” on Feb. 24, 2016.   Bottom Right: Dan Keitel, ’17, plays Gibson in acts one and two of the play.   Bottom Left: Alison Celigoi, ’19, Rachael 

Robertson, ’17, Ben Thomas, ’17, and Bolan Marshall-Hallmark, ’17, prepare for the opening of Playshop’s “Mr. Burns” in dress rehearsal on Feb. 24.

the moniker of “The Simp-
son’s” most notable character, 
Homer.

“This is my first show with 
them,” Marshall-Hallmark 
said. “I play a guy named 
Matt Lewis. He’s sort of a 
nerd. I turn into Homer as 
the play goes forward. You 
watch as this post-apocalyptic 
crew transforms into a 

theater company.”
The peculiarity of the 

workings of the play is a cen-
tral feature of the enthusiasm 
of those involved.

“It’s definitely the most bi-
zarre play that I’ve ever read, 
but it’s a lot of fun.” Mar-
shall-Hallmark said.

Rachael Robertson, ’17, 
one of the eight on-stage per-

formers of Playshop’s coming 
production, said “Mr. Burns” 
is different than previous 
Playshop productions.

“[The play is] phenome-
nally off the wall and wacky. 
It’s truly entertaining to see 
a show that combines “The 
Simpsons,” a nuclear apoca-
lypse, early 2000’s pop punk 
music and a Greek tragedy,” 
Robertson said.

The production is under 
the direction of Mark Cos-
don, associate professor of 
communication arts/theatre.

“‘Mr. Burns’ is a play about 
the apocalypse, the primacy 
of storytelling, environmental 
catastrophe, the immediacy  
of technology and the fall of 
civilization as we know it,” 
Cosdon said.

Cosdon lead the effort of 
bringing “Mr. Burns” to the 
Allegheny stage.

“I elected that I would di-
rect it approximately a year 
ago, in February or March of 
2015,” Cosden said. “I want-
ed to challenge a company 
of student performers with a 

piece that blew me away.
“It made sense in terms of 

our season that ‘Mr. Burns’ 
would be a good piece that 
would provoke both our au-
diences and give our student 
performers something…real-
ly pretty significant to work 
on.”

Though “Mr. Burns” is a 
tall order, Cosdon is confident 
with his disposal of talent for 
the performance, noting his 
previous experience with the 
cast involved.

“It’s a company with eight 
performers, and that’s supple-
mented by about 15 folks who 
are working backstage and in 
the booth,” Cosdon said. “And 
then I have a student chore-
ographer, whose name is Leah 
Kelly, and Aimee Reash is the 
music director. So they’re my 
colleagues that I work with 
consistently.”

Cosdon had especial-
ly high praise for the “Mr. 
Burns” design teams.

“I think that audiences will 
be blown away by what my 
Playshop colleague Myriam 

MR. BURNS from page 1

MEGHAN HAYMAN/THE CAMPUS

Mary Lyon, ’17, and Alison Celigoi, ’19, dress up as Lisa 

and Marge from “The Simpsons” for dress rehearsal on 

Wednesday, Feb. 24, 2016.

Patterson and her student de-
sign teams have done in terms 
of the costumes and masks for 
‘Mr. Burns,’” Cosdon said.

He also noted the work 
done by a special guest de-
signer, Patrick Rizzotti, who 
has been involved with Al-
legheny Playshop Theatre 
previously.

“We’re also joined for this 
particular production by a 
professional, New York, de-
signer, whose name is Patrick 
Rizzotti. He’s a designer who 
we’ve worked with before. He 
was with us in the spring of 
2013 when he designed ‘The 
Foreigner.’ It’s nice to wel-
come Patrick back to campus. 
As you’ll see, for ‘Mr. Burns’ 
his stage design is pretty fan-
tastic.”

All signs point to a mea-
sured, artful, off-the-wall per-
formance that should be any-
thing but ordinary.

“Mr. Burns” will run Friday 
and Saturday at 8 p.m., as well 
as a Sunday matinee showing 
at 2:30 p.m. Call (814) 332-
3414 to reserve tickets.

MEGHAN HAYMAN/THE CAMPUS PHOTO CONTRIBTED BY WILLIAM OWEN

Playshop presents an ‘off the wall and wacky’ spring production of ‘Mr. Burns, a post electric play’
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Men’s tennis kicks off season with preview match
By WILL SOFFEL

Contributing Writer
soffelw@allegheny.edu

The men’s tennis team 
started off their 2016 spring 
season on Friday, Feb. 19 
against John Carroll Univer-
sity at the Westwood Racquet 
Club in Erie.  The Gators lost 
the match 4-5.  Although the 
team started off the season 
with a loss, Head Coach Jar-
ed Luteran has high hopes for 
the rest of the season. 

“It didn’t go very well, that 
was our first loss to John Car-
roll in a really long time,” said 
Luteran.  “We lost key seniors 
last year who are tough to re-
place, but we have a lot of new 
freshman that need to step 
up.”

 Thomas Manning, ’16, the 
only captain of the men’s ten-
nis team, is ranked 50th in the 
country and 13th in the cen-
tral region, which consists of 

PHOTOS BY BRITTANY ADAMS/THE CAMPUS

The women’s basketball team celebrated a 58-50 win in the first playoff game against Oberlin College with fans on Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2016. 

BASKETBALL from page 1

“In order to move on, we 
need to rebound well, force 
turnovers, and value each 
possession. If we play with 
the same energy and intensity 
that we’ve played with all sea-
son, we will be in good shape,” 
Costanzo said.

Madison Caufield, ’18, 
guard, said the team needed 
to focus on what they did the 
previous two times to over-
come Oberlin during the reg-
ular season.

“We are facing Oberlin, 
whom we swept during sea-
son, so the most important 
thing to focus on is what 
we did both of the times we 
played them.  Just as import-
ant is to not go into the game 
thinking it is going to be easy 
just because we beat them 
twice already,” Caufield said. 
“We must look at them as 
the best competition we are 
going to face and step up to 
the plate.  With that mental-
ity and the execution of our 
game plan we should move on 
to the semi-finals.”

Fourth-seeded Allegheny 
(14-12, 8-8) used its pressur-
ing defense to force 22 turn-
overs as the Gators advanced 
to the NCAC Tournament 
semi-finals with a 58-50 vic-
tory over fifth-seeded Ober-
lin College (12-14, 6-10). Al-
legheny was also led by senior 
guard Jessica Mrdjenovich 
who scored 12 of her game-
high 18 points in the second 
half to close out the game.

After being swept by Ober-
lin just a season ago, the Ga-
tors gave them a sweep of 
their own on Tuesday night by 
winning their third straight 
game this season against the 
Yeowomen.

Mrdjenovich’s 18-point ef-
fort tied a season-high while 
also giving her three consec-
utive double-digit scoring 
performances to continue 
her hot streak. Senior Emma 
Pellicano nearly had a dou-
ble-double, as she scored 
eight points and pulled down 
nine rebounds, while fellow 
senior Rachel Vigliotti led the 
Allegheny offense with six as-
sists.

Mrdjenovich had a unique 
mentality that she attributed 
to her successes in the first 
round playoff game. 

“I think that my whole 
mentality approaching the 
game shifted into playoff 
mode, as it hit me that this 
game could be my last that 
I ever played,” Mrdjenovich 
said. “All of the seniors felt 
that way so we really devoted 
ourselves to our defense and 
playing for each other and I 
think that is ultimately what 
led me to have a good offen-
sive game.”

Allegheny’s defense ran 

a successful full-court press 
throughout the whole game 
which led to many of Ober-
lin’s mistakes.

Costanzo said that her 
team works hard on defense 
which leads to the turnovers 
they force during the games. 

“Our defense is one of our 
strengths. The players have 
bought into our full-court 
pressing and it shows,” Cos-
tanzo said. “They work so 
hard defensively and always 
give all out effort and if we 
can have our defense turn 
into easy offense, we will be in 
good shape.”

Ifeyinwa Uwazie, ’16, said 
the team focuses a lot on their 
defensive work and that’s why 
they show so much success 
against their opponents.

“We take great pride in our 
defensive intensity and use a 
lot of communication, hustle, 
and teamwork to make it so 
successful in stopping our op-
ponents,” Uwazie said.

The fan base provided a 
supportive and exciting at-
mosphere for the Gators in 
the David V. Wise center. 

Jessica Mrdjenovich said 
that playing in front of such a 
supportive crowd helped with 

their win against Oberlin.
“The atmosphere was ab-

solutely electric. The crowd 
was amazing and it honest-
ly made playing even more 
fun than usual,” Mrdjenovich 
said. “The whole team defi-
nitely fed off the energy and 
it showed in our defensive in-
tensity, so a big thanks to ev-
eryone that came to support 
us and helping us to push past 
the first round.”

Costanzo cannot thank 
the fans that came to cheer 
on the team enough for their 
support.

“That was the best crowd 

Rachel Vigliotti, ’16, guard,  moves down the court against Oberlin’s Briana Santiago, 
’17. 

that I’ve seen since I’ve been 
at Allegheny so we really ap-
preciate all of the support,” 
Costanzo said. 

The Gators will now face 
the top seed in the conference 
and the 23rd ranked team in 
the country when they trav-
el to Granville, Ohio to face 
Denison University. 

The team has already lost 
two tough matchups against 
Denison earlier in the regu-
lar season but look forward at 
another shot at the Big Red. 

“We are excited for our 
semi-final matchup with 
Denison,” Costanzo said. “We 
have five seniors leading the 
way, and we will stick to our 
game plan of playing fast and 
valuing each possession. The 
team is really looking for-
ward to another shot at a very 
strong Denison team.”

the NCAC, University Athlet-
ic Association and Ohio Ath-
letic Conference at the start of 
the 2016 spring season.  

“It was a really close match 
that could have gone either 
way, but not enough came to-
gether,” said Manning.  “We 
have some good freshman 
starting for us this season and 
they will continue to get bet-
ter as the season goes on.”

 Along with Manning, 
Samarth Gopal, ’16, also an-
ticipates a good season ahead.  

“We hit a little speed 
bump, but we are ready to 
have a good season,” said Go-
pal.  “We are very excited to 
take on the competition this 
season.”

 The team had to deal 
with unpredictable weather 
throughout the course of the 
preseason, which made prac-
ticing tough.

“We were able to practice 
on Feb. 2 and Feb. 3 outside 

on the courts, but the rest of 
the time we have been in the 
gym,” said Luteran.  “We have 
had to be able to adjust and 
live with what we got.”

 Manning said that they are 
lucky to have indoor courts, 
but it is an adjustment to get 
used to the fast surfaces.  

“In a way it helps us get 
ready faster because we have 
to be able to shorten our 
swings and get to the ball fast-

er,” said Gopal. 
 The Gators have worked 

hard off the court to prepare 
for the season with Randy 
Moore, director of peak per-
formance and fitness.  

“We have been working 
really hard with Coach Ran-
dy in the weight room doing 
leg and core training and it 
is definitely going to pay off,” 
said Manning.  “It’s good to 
have a professional like Ran-
dy to help us get stronger and 
faster on the court.”

 Luteran said that the team 
has been practicing hard as 
they are preparing for a long 
and tough season.  

“This is the toughest 
schedule we have had in 
years,” said Luteran.  “We play 
four matches against four 
very good teams in Hilton 
Head for spring break so we 
will have to keep our chins up 
when we are down there.”

 Manning looks forward to 

playing the good competition 
in Hilton Head, South Caro-
lina.  

“Spring break is going to 
be great this year,” said Man-
ning.  “It is ideal to play four 
good teams and it will be nice 
because these matches will be 
our first matches outside this 
season.” 

 The Gators will continue 
a tough schedule after break 
with a lot of conference play.

“Hilton Head will be good 
for us because when we come 
back we will be right in the 
thick of our season,” said Lut-
eran.  “Right now our men’s 
team is ranked 15th in our 
central region, which is one 
of the toughest regions in the 
country.”

The men’s team is prepar-
ing for their next two matches 
with a full week of practice 
ahead. 

“We are practicing out-
side on the courts…while the 

weather is nice to prepare for 
a long day of tennis on Satur-
day,” said Luteran.

 Manning and Gopal are 
excited to have a chance to get 
their first wins of the season 
this weekend.  

“We are ready for the dou-
ble header this Saturday and 
we are looking forward to 
taking on Wabash first who 
is one of the best teams in our 
conference,” said Manning.  

Gopal is also eager after 
starting their season with 
a loss to get back out on the 
court and prepare for more 
matches this week.

“We are all really pumped 
for a big weekend,” said Go-
pal.

 The Gators will play their 
next two matches on Satur-
day, Feb. 27 against Wabash 
College at 12:30 p.m. and Case 
Western Reserve University at 
4:30 p.m. at the Mayfield Rac-
quet Club in Cleveland, Ohio.

Uwazie said that it will be 
hard to beat the Gators three 
times in the same season es-
pecially after two close games 
with Denison earlier in the 
season.

“Those two losses were 
very close games throughout. 
We do keep up with Denison, 
and I feel like we even run 
them off the court a lot when 
we play them,” Uwazie said. 
“It’s very hard to beat a team 
like us three times and I think 
that we all feel prepared and 
confident enough in our abil-
ities which could lead to this 
matchup ending in our favor.”

Uwazie said that keeping 
a playoff mindset will set the 
Gators up for a successful run 
at the NCAC championship.

“I think we need to contin-
ue to work with the mindset 
that the playoffs are kind of a 
do or die and a now or never 
situation,” Uwazie said. “One 
important part of that is hav-
ing a good offensive game. 

“We already know that 
our defense leads to more of-
fensive possessions for us so 
now we need to focus on put-
ting the ball in the hoop and 
I think keeping that playoff 
mindset in mind will help us 
to do that more effectively.”

Allegheny will continue its 
pursuit of the program’s first 
NCAC title in 27 years on Fri-
day, Feb. 26 at 8 p.m. against 
Denison University.

That was the best 
crowd that I’ve seen 
since I’ve been at Al-
legheny so we really 
appreciate all of the 
support.

“ “

Kate Costanzo
Head Coach

We hit a little speed 
bump, but we are 
ready to have a 
good season.

“ “

Samarth Gopal
Class of 2016


