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Nadja Knox, ’17, sits in a 7 foot by 9 foot box in the cam-
pus center lobby on Wednesday, Oct. 19, 2016, as part 
of a 24-hour demonstration organized by the Student 
Alliance for Prison Reform to raise awareness about 
solitary confinement. 

SAPR advocates 
for solitary 
confinement reform 

PennDOT holds 
pedestrian 
traffic forum

Nineteen students got in-
side the issue of solitary con-
finement from Tuesday, Oct. 
18 to Wednesday Oct. 19. 

The students were part of a 
demonstration by the Allegh-
eny Chapter of the Student 
Alliance for Prison Reform, 
which had participants sit si-
lently and alone for an hour 
in 7 by 9 foot box meant to 
represent the dimensions of 
a typical prison’s solitary con-

By JOSEPH TINGLEY
News Editor
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finement cell. 
There was a student in the 

box for 23 hours, with the fi-
nal hour being left empty in 
honor of those still serving 
time in solitary confinement. 

SAPR is a national orga-
nization that works to raise 
awareness on college cam-
puses on issues relating to the 
United States prison system. 
In addition, the organization 
works to achieve change at 
both the national and state 
levels. 

The Pennsylvania De-
partment of Transportation, 
the City of Meadville and 
Allegheny College hosted a 
public meeting to solicit in-
put regarding traffic along the 
North Main Street corridor in 
Schultz Banquet Hall at 6 p.m. 
on Thursday, Oct. 21. The cor-
ridor being examined spans 
from Henry Street to Limber 
Road. 

According to PennDOT’s 
Project Level Public Involve-
ment Handbook, available on 
PennDOT’s website, the pur-
pose of public meetings are 
varied.

“Public Meetings will be 
held, when appropriate, at 
various stages during proj-
ect development, typically to: 
Introduce the project to the 
community, assess local issues 
and concerns, present project 
needs, present preliminary 
and detailed alternatives and 
their associated effects, and 
present possible mitigation 
measures,” the handbook 
reads.

James Carroll, the press 
officer at PennDOT Engi-
neering District 1-0, said 
PennDOT is looking for in-
put from the students as well 

as the permanent residents of 
Meadville. 

“We’re looking for more 
discussion. … We would like 
to get as broad a spectrum of 
information and sources as 
possible,” Carroll said. 

Linda Wetsell, chief finan-
cial officer and treasurer of the 
college, alerted the Allegheny 
community to the meeting via 
email on Oct. 13.

“The public meeting is part 
of an ongoing effort to devel-
op a comprehensive approach 
to improve pedestrian safety 
along the North Main Street 
corridor,” Wetsell wrote in the 
email.

According to Executive 
Vice President and Chief Op-
erating Officer Eileen Petula, 
the meeting was open to ev-
ery member of the commu-
nity who had a vested interest 
in the future of North Main 
Street.

“For instance, you could 
live in Meadville or drive 
through Meadville every day 
and find out about this and 
have a real concern if they 
were going to slow down the 
speed or whatever,” Petula 
said.

Wetsell said the meeting 
is part of an ongoing study 
on pedestrian and vehicle 
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College pushes safe partying tips 

The Dean of Students office 
hosted a presentation on tips 
for safe partying on Monday, 
Oct. 17. The talk, titled “Party 
Smart,” featured speakers who 
offered advice on all aspects of 
party culture and life. 42 stu-
dents were in attendance. 

At least one student from 
every house, off-campus lo-
cation, or dorm in the North 
Village I, North Village II and 
Allegheny Commons was re-
quired to attend, though the 
event was open to all.

Michael Tautin, assistant 
chief of police for the city of 
Meadville, offered the per-
spective of a police officer on 
party culture.

“It’s all about being a good 
neighbor,” Tautin said. “I just 
wanted to open people’s eyes 
to the reality that is. You 
have families that live in your 
neighborhoods, and their 
right to peace sometimes 
overrides your right to party.”

The Party Smart talks are a 
continuing event that happen 
every semester, according to 
Kimberly Ferguson, dean of 
students and vice president 
of student affairs. The talks 
started in the spring 2016 se-
mester, and were modeled af-
ter a similar event that Fergu-
son helped coordinate at Ohio 
State University.

Ferguson developed the 
series of talks as an informa-
tion session to ensure that 
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students who lived off campus 
understood the expectations 
of the local police depart-
ment, Public Safety and the 
community.

According to Ferguson, 
the number of calls and com-
plaints made resulting from 
the use of alcohol or partying 
has decreased significantly.

“We want to say thank you 
to the students for being great 
citizens,” Ferguson said.

A handout was given out 
to students who attended the 
talk, which included the Al-
legheny College Alcohol Pol-
icy, guidelines for safe alcohol 
consumption, tips for “Re-
sponsible Partying,” common 
citations issued for Meadville 
public offenses and tips for 
avoiding contact with the 
police as a result of partying. 
A checklist for safe partying 
and a small recipe guide for 
snacks was also included.

The amnesty policy was 

highlighted in the talk and the 
brochure. Under Allegheny 
College’s amnesty policy, stu-
dents who seek help for their 
peers with drug or alcohol 
poisoning, sexual assault or 
violence will not be sanc-
tioned by the college for drug 
or alcohol violations.

Assistant Dean of Students 
Joe Hall provided the reg-
istration policy for parties, 
and outlined the regulations 
for the total amount of alco-
hol per person allowed at any 
given time.

After the talk, Tautin de-
scribed a typical process of 
police involvement with un-
derage drinking. An officer 
faced with this scenario may 
choose to arrest the student 
and issue a citation.

“If you are disorderly in 
public, and a danger to your-
self or other people, you can 
also get a public drunken-
ness [citation], which means 
we have to house you for six 
hours until you sober up or 
are sober enough to be re-
leased to your own devices,” 
Tautin said.

The most common factor 
in any police citation tends 
to be alcohol, according to 
Tautin, who has worked with 
Meadville Police for 17 years. 

“When we have to deal 
with something, it’s usually 
alcohol-related, whether it’s 
partying, littering, underage 
drinking, or arguments,” Tau-
tin said. “Most of the domes-
tic disputes I’ve gone to had 
alcohol involved.”

Director of Public Safety 
Ali Awadi described a new 
policy directed at linking stu-
dents with Meadville emer-
gency medical services.

“In the past, students have 
called to ask us to take them 
to the Meadville Medical 
Center,” Awadi said. “We are 
going to come and we are go-
ing to call EMS to take you.”

With only one or two pub-
lic safety officers on duty at 
any given time, any officer 
occupied with transporting a 
student from campus to the 
hospital would result in a lack 
of coverage for the rest of the 
campus, according to Awadi.

Furthermore, any officer 
that transports a student in a 
medical emergency becomes 
liable for anything that hap-
pens to that student during 
the trip. The policy is the same 
for most police departments, 
including the Meadville City 
Police department, according 
to Awadi.

“If anything happens on 
the way [to a hospital], we’re 
not trained to deal with it,” 
Tautin said. “So we bring EMS 
to you, and they provide con-
stant care from wherever they 
pick you up all over to the 
hospital.”

The message, according to 
Ferguson and Tautin, was that 
any student holding a party 
should let their neighbors 
know, and plan in advance for 
anything that might happen.

You have families that 
live in your neighbor-
hoods, and their right 
to peace sometimes 
overrides your right 
to party.

“

“

Michael Tautin 
Assistant Chief of Police 
for the City of Meadville

Above: Danielle Flexer, ’17, and 
Chaplain Jane Ellen Nickell pet 
Leadville Resident, Samantha 
Travis’s dog at the Blessing of 
the Animals ceremony on Oct. 
15, 2016, with Trinity Lutheran 
Pastor Ben Travis.

Left: Allegheny Christian Out-
reach Adviser Mollie Little 
paints the face of Lauryn Shaf-
fer, a sophomore at Leadville 
High School, during the Bless-
ing of the Animals ceremony on 
Oct. 15, 2016. 
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Campus holds blessing of animals 
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Want to be a middle or high school teacher?

ADVERTISEMENT

Paula Treckel, professor 
emerita of history, delivered 
the 21st annual Pelletier Li-
brary Lecture, entitled “The 
World of Ida Tarbell” in the 
Collaboratory on Tuesday, 
Oct. 18.

Vice President for Infor-
mation Services and Plan-
ning Richard Holmgren in-
troduced Treckel prior to the 
lecture, noting her experience 
with Ida Tarbell, a member of 
the class of 1880. He said that 
Treckel inducted Tarbell into 
the National Women’s Hall of 
Fame, located in Seneca Falls, 
New York, in 2000.

Treckel said what drew 
her to Allegheny College be-
fore she began her position in 
1981 was the Ida Tarbell Col-
lection, located in the library’s 
Merrick Archives. She said 
her hiring committee asked 
why she wanted to work at  
Allegheny.

“My answer was immedi-
ate: You have the Ida Tarbell 
papers,” Treckel said.

While Tarbell donated 
a significant amount of her 
papers to Allegheny, Treckel 
said Tarbell’s notes from her 
research on Standard Oil are 
located in the Drake Well Mu-

seum in Titusville, Pennsylva-
nia.

Research and Instruction 
Librarian Jane Westenfeld 
said the idea for a lecture on 
Tarbell came in May 2016. 
Westenfeld said she and for-
mer Library Director Linda 
Bills discussed whom to bring 
to campus to give the lecture.

“We had a talk about do-
ing the Ida Tarbell lecture last 
year, and there was only one 
name that came up,” Westen-
feld said. “Basically, it was a 
no-brainer.”

Westenfeld said the college 
received a $30,000 grant from 
the National Endowment for 
the Humanities to digitize the 
Tarbell Collection and to put 
the collection on the college’s 
online DSpace repository. 

Treckel said she offered a 
junior seminar on Tarbell’s 
life, also called “The World 
of Ida Tarbell,” but that it was 
only offered once due to the 
fragile condition of the col-
lection.

According to Treckel, the 
top five countries that ac-
cess the digitized collection 
are the United States, Japan, 
France, the United Kingdom 
and China.

Tarbell attended Allegheny 
and was the only female 
member of her class, accord-
ing to Treckel.

While Tarbell’s chief aca-
demic interest at Allegheny 
was biology, the methods she 
learned while at the college 
included finding information 
and digging out the truth.

“[These were] skills she 
later used to an astonishing 
effect as an investigative jour-
nalist,” Treckel said.

At the college, Tarbell was 
involved with The Campus. A 
staff box from the November 
1877 issue of The Campus, 
available on DSpace, lists her 
as the only woman out of four 
total editors.

After graduating from 
Allegheny, Treckel said, Tar-
bell taught at a seminary in 
Poland, Ohio, where she dis-
covered that she did not enjoy 
teaching. When the college 
offered her a teaching position 
two years later, she declined, 
instead taking a position with 
Chautauqua Magazine.

At the magazine, Tarbell’s 
original position was to an-
notate articles. After a short 
period, Treckel said, she be-
gan writing and translating 
other articles from French to 
English. Treckel said skills she 
learned writing for The Cam-
pus proved to be invaluable. 

In 1890, Tarbell left the 
magazine and moved to 
France to write a biography of 
Madame Roland, according 

to Treckel.
“She reached for her in-

dependence and found it in 
France,” she said.

Treckel said Tarbell met 
Samuel S. McClure in 1892 
and agreed to write for Mc-
Clure’s Magazine when she 
returned to the U.S. When she 
returned from France, Tarbell 
wrote an authoritative biogra-
phy of Abraham Lincoln.

“She sought to portray … 
Lincoln the man,” Treckel 
said.

Tarbell’s next major work 
was on the notorious Stan-
dard Oil trust. According to 
Treckel, Tarbell spent one 
year researching the project, 
canvassing small local courts 
to find records of wrongdo-
ings.

Treckel said the trust con-
trolled 90 percent of U.S. oil 
by 1891 and owner John D. 
Rockefeller did not shy away 
from coercing smaller oil re-
fineries into selling their com-
panies.

“If they didn’t submit, he 
destroyed them,” Treckel said.

While Tarbell’s upbring-
ing in an oil city that had its 
economy crushed by the trust 
exposed her to the devastat-
ing effects of Standard Oil, 
Treckel said her writing on 
the trust was objective.

“Hers was not an exposé 

driven by anger or revenge,” 
Treckel said.

Tarbell originally intended 
for her story on Standard Oil 
to be done in three install-
ments, Treckel said, but it 
soon became 19 installments 
published over a period of 
two years. The U.S. govern-
ment took action in 1906 
based in part on Tarbell’s 
writings, charging Standard 
Oil with violating the Sher-
man Anti-Trust Act.

Treckel said Tarbell met 
and corresponded with many 
public and political figures 
during and after her time at 
McClure’s, including fascist 
Italian leader Benito Musso-
lini and Alexander Graham 
Bell.

Westenfeld said Tarbell’s 
connections were representa-
tive of her importance.

“She was a powerhouse,” 
Westenfeld said. “I mean, 
the people that this woman 
knew.”

While Tarbell was a prom-
inent American woman who 
molded public political opin-
ions, Treckel said a major 
contradiction was her opposi-
tion to women’s suffrage. 

“The woman who sought 
to ‘make a man of herself,’ she 
said, was doomed to failure,” 
Treckel said.

An unpublished manu-

script of Tarbell’s entitled 
“Women’s Suffrage As I See 
It,” available on the college’s 
DSpace repository, lays out 
her view on suffrage.

“I do not believe myself, 
that they are going to do with 
it the things that they think,” 
Tarbell wrote. “I believe that 
it will hamper them in ways 
they do not see.”

Tarbell also wrote in the 
same manuscript that wom-
en’s suffrage can have a “slow, 
questionable and discourag-
ing” educational effect.

Treckel said this was the 
most confusing part about 
Tarbell she had discovered in 
her research.

“I can’t make sense of it,” 
Treckel said.

Westenfeld said a goal of 
the lecture was, in part, to cel-
ebrate the digitization of the 
college’s collection. She said 
the college began with scan-
ning letters and eventually 
digitized 17,000 titles, com-
prised of at least 17,500 PDF 
files.

A successful digitization 
effort, according to Westen-
feld, is the ability of research-
ers to access such a broad col-
lection.

“People have a way of get-
ting to it,” Westenfeld said.

By ALEX WEIDENHOF 
News Editor
weidenhofa@allegheny.edu

College digitizes Ida Tarbell archival collection 

Director of Public Safety 
Ali Awadi addressed Alleghe-
ny Student Government at its 
meeting in the campus center 
lobby on Tuesday, Oct. 18.

Awadi, who began as the 
director of public safety—
formerly the Office of Safety 
and Security—in late July, 
attended the meeting to up-
date ASG on the office’s re-
cent work. Awadi said one of 
the programs he is trying to 
implement is a Gator Patrol 
Service. 

According to Awadi, the 
program would employ stu-
dents who would be trained 
to patrol the campus and of-
fer escorts to anyone feeling 
uncomfortable walking alone. 
He said this is a way for the 
office to expand its coverage 
and ensure students can al-
ways take advantage of their 
services. 

“We want to make sure 
students have access to us at 

all times,” Awadi said. 
Senator Walter Stover, ’17, 

asked Awadi how students 
could be expected to meet the 
same standards as the rest of 
the public safety officers, who 
have more experience. 

 Awadi assured ASG that 
members of the GPS would 
be given training to ensure 
they are qualified, and would 
also be subjected to the same 
background checks as the rest 
of the public safety officers.  

President of the Class of 
2018, Valerie Hurst, asked 
Awadi how his officers are 
trained to handle psychologi-
cal emergencies that they may 
be required to address. Awadi 
said his officers are trained 
primarily to ensure the safety 
of the student. He said they 
do receive some training from 
the counseling center and 
from outside training semi-
nars. 

“We are not trained psy-
chologists and no law en-
forcement is,” Awadi said. 
“[The officers] are there to just 
gather information and to en-

sure that student is safe, and 
remains safe.” 

In addition to reaching out 
to students more, Awadi said 
he hopes to host joint train-
ings with local law enforce-
ment, including the Mead-
ville Police, Crawford County 
Sheriff ’s Department and 
Pennsylvania State Police. 

Awadi said it is important 
for the college to have these 
relationships with local law 
enforcement since there are 
situations in which it may re-
quire their involvement. This 
support falls under the col-
leges’ cooperative agreement 
with the City of Meadville. 

According to Awadi, his 
goal is for the college and lo-
cal law enforcement to have 
a positive relationship. How-
ever, he said part of this is en-
suring students are respected 
and treated fairly by local law 
enforcement officers. 

Awadi said he was away 
from campus recently and re-
ceived an email from a cam-
pus staff member—whom he 
said he would not provide 

more information on—who 
said they saw a group of stu-
dents driving a Zipcar pulled 
over by Meadville Police. 

The staff member, Awadi 
said, stated the officers “ha-
rassed them a little bit” and 
“made them drive around.” 
He said if any students expe-
rience any type of harassment 
from local officers they should 
contact him. 

“Don’t be belligerent or 
rude or do anything that 
could get you arrested, but let 
me know what is going on,” 
Awadi said. 

Awadi said he has already 
begun looking into the inci-
dent, and is invested in ensur-
ing that students are treated 
with respect. 

While relations with 
Meadville Police have been 
good, according to Awadi, 
if he hears of any incidents 
of harassment he is ready to 
address them by meeting di-
rectly with local authorities, 
which he said he is more than 
willing to do. 

“I will hold their feet to the 

fire on this,” Awadi said. 
ASG Director of Diver-

sity and Inclusion Miranda 
Wilkins, ’20, asked Awadi 
about the colleges’ timely 
warning system, which sends 
out a campus-wide email 
when there is an incident 
that may pose a threat to the 
campus community. Wilkins 
asked if it would be possible 
to get some kind of follow-up 
email so students know when 
the situation has been re-
solved.  

Awadi said he was “not 
against” such a measure and it 
was an idea he felt should be 
explored. 

“I think we should start 
moving in that direction, 
without providing too much 
detail, obviously,” Awadi said. 

According to Awadi stu-
dent relations are what he 
is most focused on. He said 
he wants to be there for stu-
dents in any way he can, and 
encouraged those with ques-
tions or concerns to contact 
him  either by phone or email. 

Co-Directors of Student 

Affairs, Sydney Fernandez, 
’17, and Matthew Hartwell, 
’17, shared their notes from 
a meeting with Awadi. They 
said, among other things, 
public safety would be updat-
ing its website so students can 
find more information and 
get to know the officers. 

“They will have a picture 
of every public safety officer 
with a brief bio,” Fernandez 
said. 

Harwell said this is part of 
Awadi’s goal to improve the 
relationship between students 
and his public safety officers. 

“He is looking to make a 
very inclusive environment 
in terms of public safety,” 
Hartwell said. 

ASG also appointed a new 
Director of Organizational 
Development, to fill the va-
cant cabinet position. Senator 
Mollie McDermott, ’18, was 
nominated by Vice President 
Sofia Kaufman, ’17, and ap-
proved by a unanimous vote 
of the senate. 

Ali Awadi addresses student government 
By JOSEPH TINGLEY
News Editor
tingleyj@allegheny.edu
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CRIME BLOTTER
 

Editor’s Note: The weekly Crime Blotter is compiled using the Daily 
Crime Log available in the Office of Public Safety. Crimes reported 

may still be under investigation. Crimes listed below are collected the 
Thursday before publication. ASG UPDATES

 
ASG has appointed Mollie McDermott, ’18, to the cabinet position of Director of 
Organizational Development. She was formerly a senator for the Class of 2018. 

Chief of Staff Hayden Moyer, ’17, is seeking applications from anyone interested in 
serving on the College Committee Council’s Curriculum Committee. Anyone who is 

interested in the position should contact Moyer by email at 
moyerh@allegheny.edu. 

CORRECTIONS

In the Oct. 14, 2016, issue of The Campus, a caption in a story on the Mid-
Autumn Festival said that students played Na Jiang. The game is called Ma 

Jiang. 

In the same issue, in an article on Allegheny Board of Trustee member Sue 
Steven, a pull quote identified her as Sue Stevens. Her surname is spelled 

Steven.

In the same issue, an article on Zipcar quoted from a contract between the 
college and the company. That contract was not final and may not reflect the 
current standing agreement. ASG Senator Alexia Porsche, ’19, said that 50 to 
60 percent of students on campus have cars. The percentage of students with 
parking passes in 2015-16 was about 44.1 percent. ASG was asked to pay 50 

percent of the cost of Zipcar.

TRAFFIC from page 1

traffic along North Main 
Street. A national engineering 
firm, Whitman, Requardt & 
Associates, installed traffic 
cameras along the road 
between Sept. 21 and Sept. 29. 

Wetsell said the college 
asked PennDOT to initiate 
this study, and her email said 
the study will be completed by 
early 2017.

The college asked Penn-
DOT to lower the speed limit 
along the road, according to 
Petula, though the depart-
ment declined that request.

“So the college initial-
ly and would still love to see 
the speed reduced, but Penn-
DOT’s already basically said 
we don’t meet those criteria, 
so they declined that,” said 
Petula.

According to Brian Smith, 
district engineer and project 
manager with PennDOT, the 
speed on North Main Street 
was not reduced due to state 
regulations. Smith said there 
is an 85th percentile rule they 
must follow. 

“Say you sample the speed 

people are driving, with a 
posted speed limit. You sam-
ple 100 cars.  You count start-
ing from the lowest speed 
and count up to the 85th car.  
Regulation says that the post-
ed speed limit must be within 
five mph of the speed the 85th 
car was driving,” Smith said.

When a survey was done 
to determine if the speed limit 
needed to be changed, Smith 
said the 85th percentile speed 
was 36 mph, so the posted 
speed of 35 mph on North 
Main Street remained the 
same. 

Petula and Wetsell agreed 
that they would appreciate 
PennDOT proposing ways to 
ensure student safety along 
the North Main corridor.

“Ideally, I think a reduc-
tion of speed along with other 
things would be ideal,” Petu-
la said. “But since one is im-
possible, I’m hoping that the 
alternatives that PennDOT 
is going to come up with is 
strong enough mitigations to 
really impact the overall safe-
ty, because that is the goal.”

REFORM from page 1

 “We try to propose a solu-
tion and we send those to our 
national chapter,” said Nata-
sha Torrence, ’17, a member 
of the Allegheny chapter’s ex-
ecutive board. 

Torrence said solitary 
confinement may seem like 
a good idea on paper, but in 
reality has long-term mental 
and physical health effects. 

“Social isolation is just as 
bad for your health as smok-
ing is,” Torrence said.  

According to Torrence, in-
mates in solitary confinement 
often fall victim to depression. 

There are approximately 
80,000 men, women and chil-
dren in solitary confinement 
in the United States, accord-
ing to the Bureau of Justice. 
Due to a lack of a federal re-
porting system on how many 
prisoners are in isolation at 
any given time, however, this 
figure is a decade old and does 
not include those residing in 
jails, juvenile facilities and 
immigrant detention centers.

Ada Zech, ’19, a member 
of SAPR’s executive board, 
said the organization hopes 
that their demonstration will 
help to raise awareness about 
the realities associated with 
solitary confinement. 

“We are trying to show 
people the real effects it has 
on people,” Zech said. 

In conjunction with the 
demonstration in the lobby of 
the campus center, SAPR also 
hosted a guest speaker who 
lived in solitary confinement 
for more than five years in 
New York State. 

Five Mualimm-ak was 
born in Ethiopia, and grew up 
in various cities in the U.S. He 
was living in Niskayuna, New 
York when he was arrested on 
a myriad of weapons charges. 
He was released after many 

of the officers involved in his 
case were arrested on charges 
relating to corruption. 

Since his release, he has be-
come an advocate for prison 
reform. Mualimm-ak said 
that living in solitary confine-
ment changed him. 

Mualimm-ak said he went 
into confinement with pre-ex-
isting mental health condi-
tions including bipolar disor-
der and schizophrenia, which 
were exacerbated by his time 
in isolation. 

“You didn’t know if it was 
night or day,” Mualimm-ak 
said. “I would think I would 
see my mother out of the cor-
ner of my eye.” 

His time in confinement, 
Mualimm-ak said, has forever 
changed him. 

“I am a different person,” 
he said. “I am forever dam-
aged.” 

Mualimm-ak said the con-
ditions in solitary confine-
ment in Rikers Island Correc-
tional Facility were awful. He 
said the temperature of the 
cells could drop to below zero 
degrees at times and at others 
be swelteringly hot. He said 
several inmates actually froze 
to death. 

The fact that seems to 
be forgotten, according to 
Mualimm-ak, is that most of 
those in solitary confinement 
are there for nonviolent of-
fenses within the prison sys-
tem itself, and were not sen-
tenced to it. 

In Mualimm-ak’s case, 
he was sent to solitary af-
ter he was written a series of 
“tickets” for rule infractions 
which included possessing 24 
weapons, theft and hoarding. 
According to Mualimm-ak, 
the weapons were pencils, 
the hoarding was an extra 
pillow and the theft was a fel-

low inmate giving him some 
magazines, which was against 
prison policy. 

After being released from 
prison, Mualimm-ak was le-
gally declared disabled. He 
said that those who spend 
time in solitary usually carry 
the effects with them for the 
rest of their lives. 

“If you don’t come in with 
[a mental health issue], you 
will leave with one,” Mualim-
m-ak said. 

Furthermore, Mualim-
m-ak said that those with 
pre-existing conditions are 
given little to no care while 
they are serving their time. 

Mualimm-ak said he 
hopes that events like SAPR’s 
will help to raise awareness 
among college students about 
the flaws in the prison system. 
He said he feels that many 
people underestimate the 
ability of the the younger gen-
eration’s ability to implement 
change. 

“They are really taking 
charge of what this country 
should be, ” Mualimm-ak 
said. 

According to Mualim-
m-ak, people often forget that 
behind every major move-
ment, there have been thou-
sands of young students work-
ing to implement change. 

“Students have changed 
the world,” Mualimm-ak said. 

Mualimm-ak said the mes-
sage he wants to convey is that 
the issues of solitary confine-
ment and the prison system 
are not something that affect 
a small number of people. For 
many Americans, it is an all 
too real reality. 

“This is a fact of life for 
millions of people,” Mual-
imm-ak said. 

The main goal of the meet-
ing, according to Smith, was 
to engage the community in 
order for PennDOT to iden-
tify general safety concerns as 
well as concerns about specif-
ic areas. 

The meeting consisted of 
a short presentation in which 
PennDOT delivered the sta-
tistics it has collected so far, 
followed by an open discus-
sion for those in attendance.  
There were stations set up 
with visuals so community 
members could identify the 
specific areas they had con-
cerns about.

Some of the suggestions 
community members voiced 
included flashing pedestrian 
crossing signs at the busiest 
times of the day, narrowing 
the road or changing it  in 
some way so drivers are 
more inclined to slow down, 
continuing to try to lower 
the speed limit and posting 
more signs so it is clear where 
pedestrians crossings are 
located.

Oct. 16, 2016
Clover Lane at 585 House 

Harassment. 

Oct. 16, 2016
Crawford Hall N. side door 

Criminal Mischief.

Oct. 16, 2016
North Village C

Harassment.

Oct. 15, 2016
McKinley’s Food Court 

Marijuana.

Oct. 15, 2016
Ravine - Narvik Hall

Underage Consumption.

Oct. 16, 2016
585 House parking lot
Criminal Harassment.
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Planned Parenthood 
celebrated 100 years of 
providing life-saving 
healthcare for women on 
Oct.16, including access to 
birth control, treatment for 
urinary  tract infections, 
testing  for sexually 
transmitted diseases, 
screenings for breast 
and cervical cancer and 
educational programs. 

According to a CNN 
article, “At 100, Planned 
Parenthood at center of 
abortion debate,” Planned 
Parenthood was first opened 
on Oct. 16, 1916, by American 
contraception activist and 
nurse Margaret Sanger in 
Brooklyn, New York. Since 
then it has grown to serve 
millions of men, women and 

In a country where pro-
fessional sports overshadow a 
lot of other industries, profes-
sional athletes have used their 
upper class, high profile status 
as a platform to call attention 
to their personal stance on is-
sues.

Over the last few years, 
with the deaths of Philando 
Castile, Alton Sterling, Tamir 
Rice, Trayvon Martin, Mi-
chael Brown and Eric Garner, 
the Black Lives Matter Move-
ment has become bigger than 
ever. 

Today, our professional 
athletes have used their sta-
tus to address these tragic 
moments and fight for social 
justice. 

During the 2014 NFL sea-
son, members of the St. Louis 
Rams football team walked 
out of the tunnel before the 
game with their hands raised 
in the “hands up, don’t shoot” 
gesture that protestors were 
using after the death of Mi-
chael Brown. The NFL later 
stood behind the Rams as the 
St. Louis Police Department 
demanded they apologize. 

After the death of Eric Gar-

ner, also in 2014, NBA player 
and professional sports icon, 
LeBron James, wore a shirt 
during his pregame warm 
up reading “I can’t breathe,” 
along with other players in 
the NBA. “I can’t breathe” 
were Eric Garner’s last words 
before he died following a 
confrontation with New York 
Police Department officers, 
which was caught on tape and 
sparked national outrage. 

In a USA Today interview 
about the message behind the 
shirt, LeBron James said we 
must stand behind one anoth-
er in our society and essen-
tially have each others backs.

“I don’t know. It’s not for 
us to figure out. It’s just for us 
to understand what we’re go-
ing through as a society. I’ve 
been forwarded over and over 
about what’s been going on. 
This is more of a notion to the 
family more than anything,” 
said James. “As a society we 
have to do better. We have to 
be better for one another no 
matter what race you are. But 
it’s more of a shoutout to the 
family more than anything 
because they’re the ones who 
should be getting the energy 
and effort.”

LeBron James also joined 
other NBA superstars, Car-

melo Anthony, Chris Paul 
and Dwayne Wade at this past 
years ESPY awards to try and 
start a movement to embrace 
political activism and speak 
out about racial injustices.

The four athletes stood 
at the front of the stage with 
many fellow athletes, sports 
fans and celebrities in atten-
dance, to plead for change 
and new voices in the debate 
over police brutality.

At the ESPY’s, Carmelo 
Anthony, a guard for the New 
York Knicks said that the ju-
dicial system was broken and 
change needed to be made.

“The problems are not 
new, the violence is not new, 
and the racial divide definitely 
is not new. But the urgency to 
create change is at an all-time 
high,” said Anthony. 

Even more recently, Colin 
Kaepernick, the quarterback 
for the San Francisco 49ers, 
has refused to stand during 
the National Anthem since 
the NFL’s preseason started 
over two months ago. As a 
protest for social injustice, he 
has sparked both outrage and 
respect from American citi-
zens. In another USA Today 
interview, Kaepernick said 
that he will continue to kneel 
or sit for the anthem if things 

don’t change.
 “I’ll continue to stand 

with the people who are be-
ing oppressed. To me, this is 
something that has to change, 
and when there’s significant 
change—and I feel like that 
flag represents what it’s sup-
posed to represent, and this 
country is representing peo-
ple the way it’s supposed to—
I’ll stand,” said Kaepernick. 
“This country stands for lib-
erty, freedom and justice for 
all. And it’s not happening for 
all right now.”

Professional sports in our 
country have long been an 
arena for political protests 
by athletes. They are given a 
public platform where they 
are looked up to. Due to their 
occupation, which they get 
paid millions of dollars for ev-
ery season, they are required 
to perform on national televi-
sion, and in front of sold out 
crowds in arenas or stadiums 
across the country.

The world of professional 
sports is a multibillion dollar 
industry, and it holds a lot 
of weight and power within 
our country. The real pow-
er comes from the athletes 
who are actually bringing the 
money in. 

That is the power to make 

change in America for what-
ever they are supporting, 
whether that be black lives, 
gay rights or religion, they can 
get the point across.

These professional athletes 
have an outstanding follow-
ing behind them, and they 
are talked about every day. 
They are constantly under a 
microscope for their actions, 
and whatever they do will be 
announced and brought to 
the attention of millions. That 
is why they support these pro-
tests.

With their higher-class 
standing in America, they 
have the ability to get away 
with almost anything they 
want. So why not stand for 
political activism and try and 

children across the country, 
and has become a leader 
in reproductive healthcare. 
Planned Parenthood also 
provides critical sex education 
and information.

Reproductive health and 
rights have changed drastically 

since Planned Parenthood 
was created. Roe v. Wade 
was passed, the birth control 
pill was invented, along with 
many other types of birth 
control and the rate of death 
for women during childbirth 
has dropped dramatically. 
At the same time, many 
conservative politicians 
and activists have lobbied 
for these rights to be taken 
away, most notably the right 
to have an abortion. All the 
while, Planned Parenthood 
has been providing life saving 
information and resources to 
men, women and children.

Planned Parenthood 
has suffered from a 
lot of controversy and 
misinformation over its 100 
years. The people who work 
in clinics and those who are 
using the clinic’s services have 
been attacked or even killed 
by radical pro-life activists, 

and are frequently harassed 
when walking in or out of 
a clinic. Major politicians 
have threatened to cut off all 
federal funding to Planned 
Parenthood should they 
become president, and have 
done so on a state level as a 
Governor—John Kasich, for 
example. According to CNN, 
Donald Trump made this 
same vow while campaigning 
for president.

One of the largest 
misconceptions about 
Planned Parenthood is that 
their sole purpose is to provide 
abortions and “kill babies.” 
According to their website, 
“three percent of all Planned 
Parenthood health services 
are abortion services.” That 
means the other 97 percent of 
their services are not related 
to abortions, and yet this is 
something that is often the 
focus—or rather the target—

of deeply conservative right-
wing activists. This one 
completely legal service has 
caused people to condemn 
Planned Parenthood 
altogether and take violent, 
destructive action, all while 
Planned Parenthood is trying 
to save people’s lives and 
provide healthcare to those 
who need it.

I am an adamant pro-
choice activist. I have 
marched for reproductive 
rights while abroad in Berlin, 
and I am very proud of the 
women in Poland right now 
for marching through the 
streets and protesting for 
their reproductive rights. This 
is an issue near and dear to 
my heart, and one that I will 
continue fighting for, standing 
for and writing about for as 
long as I can. Everyone should 
have access to health care, 
reproductive and otherwise. 

Every woman should have 
the right to have an abortion 
if she chooses. Everyone 
should have access to birth 
control and comprehensive 
sex education. These are basic 
human rights.

The value of these low-cost 
or free health clinics cannot 
be overstated. Healthcare in 
this country is unfortunately 
out of reach for many people 
financially, so having a service 
like Planned Parenthood that 
provides critical services and 
information changes the lives 
of those who might not have 
access to other healthcare. 
Planned Parenthood serves 
everyone, regardless of 
income or economic status. 

I stand with Planned 
Parenthood, and I will 
always stand with Planned 
Parenthood.

Professional sports serve as platform for activism

By AMY CURRUL
Contributing Writer

currula@allegheny.edu

make change on issues that 
need to be addressed and tak-
en care of? Why not use their 
platform to their advantage?

These professional athletes 
aren’t stupid. They do these 
things for a reason. They 
know that whatever they say, 
however they act or play and 
what they wear will be the 
topic of discussion around 
the country if they make a big 
enough statement. So why not 
make a statement for some-
thing you strongly believe in?

I support these athletes 
and their fight for what they 
have faith in. The last thing 
they are going to do is remain 
silent. If enough of them 
get their point across, then 
change will have to be made. 

As long as there are issues 
in America, there will be pro-
fessional athletes pleading 
their case and advocating for 
change, for however long it 
takes for that change to hap-
pen. 

As far as I’m concerned, 
the world of sports is never 
going to disappear, so I expect 
activism from professional 
athletes for quite some time.

THE SIMPLE THINGS

Comic by Jonathon Yee 

Athletes use workplace to address issues and personal beliefs

Planned parenthood celebrates 100 years
Reproductive healthcare continues to serve millions of  men and women

By SHEA BEAUMONT
Opinion Editor

beaumonts@allegheny.edu

This is an issue near 
and dear to my 
heart, and one that I 
will continue fighting 
for, standing for and 
writing about for as 
long as I can.

“

“

Amy Currul
Class of 2017

The real power comes 
from the athletes who 
are actually bringing 
the money in.

“ “

Shea Beaumont 
Class of 2017
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For gardeners and farmers 
in the Meadville area, Oc-
tober brings the beginning 
of the end of the harvesting 
season. For Kerstin Martin, 
garden manager at Allegheny 
College, it means assessing 
the success of a mobile farm-
ers market trial run.

The end of the market’s 
trial run came Sept. 28. The 
market was set up in the 
Holland Towers apartment 
complex and used produce 
grown from Allegheny’s Carr 
garden—known as the Car-
rden—to test whether the lo-
cation could provide a viable 
market for local farmers.

The market ran for six 
weeks, starting on Aug. 24 and 
running every Wednesday. 
It received positive feedback 
from residents of Holland 
Towers, according to Kerstin 
Martin, the garden manager 
at Allegheny. Customers were 
routinely surveyed as to how 
they heard about the mar-
ket, whether they were buy-
ing foods that they normally 
could not and whether they 
were satisfied with the quality 
of the food.

The idea for the market can 
be traced back to Martin’s first 
experience with gardening in 
Meadville. In January 2013, 
Martin moved to Meadville 
from Monroe, Maine, where 
she worked on North Branch 
Farm. 

Faced with the task of 
managing the Carrden, she 
reached out to local farmers 
for advice on best practices to 
control conditions like pests, 
weather and soil. 

Martin wanted an idea of 

Mobile market to benefit Meadville produce farmers
the movement of local foods 
through Crawford County. 
In spring 2016, she worked 
with Andy Bloeser, assistant 
professor of political science, 
to conduct a survey of Mead-
ville residents and farmers. 
Residents were asked about 
their interest in buying local 
foods and what barriers they 
felt prevented them from do-
ing so. Farmers were asked a 
related question: how easy is 
it to sell?

“We saw that the needs 
of residents and the needs of 
farmers met up,” Martin said. 
“Transportation is a barrier to 
many people, and we asked if 
having a mobile market would 
be valuable and useful and 
most people said it would be.”

The idea for the mobile 
farmers market was born. A 
retrofitted truck or bus could 
hypothetically move around 
the Meadville area and sell 
produce at different stops to 
customers who might not 
otherwise have access to lo-
cally-grown food.

Martin and her colleagues 
decided to use produce from 
the Carrden, so that no risk 
was transferred to the farmers. 
As a starting point, the market 
was set up in the community 
center of the Holland Towers 
apartment complex, located 
a few blocks down from the 
Meadville Market House.

For pricing the produce, 
Martin and her colleagues 
used a common strategy of 
local farmers: they surveyed 
grocery store prices and tried 
to match them competitively. 

To make the market mo-
bile, Martin is working with 
the Crawford Area Transit 
Authority, which has volun-
teered to donate an old bus 
that would have otherwise 

been retired in the spring.
“We would retrofit [the 

bus] and take out the seats, 
potentially put in coolers or 
storage space and we would 
be able to hold multiple 
markets per day or per week 
around the community,” Mar-
tin said.

Any funding necessary 
would come from a grant re-
ceived by the college in 2014, 
which set up the Community 
Wellness Initiative, a group of 
faculty and staff working with 
partners in the Meadville 
area. Money for the initiative 
comes from an anonymous 
donor, according to Martin. 

Once mobile, the market 
would source from as many 
local farmers as possible, us-
ing the Carrden produce to 
fill in for any missing or un-
derrepresented products. The 
number of farmers represent-
ed—and the types of crops 
they will try to sell—will de-
pend wholly on the time of 
the year, according to Martin.

At the moment, the best 

outlet for local growers to sell 
is the weekly farmers market 
hosted at the Meadville Mar-
ket House every Saturday. 
Farmers and gardeners arrive 
usually around 8 a.m. to sell to 
residents in the community, 
according to James Coxson, 
a market gardener from Con-
neaut Lake, Pennsylvania.

Coxson, along with his 
wife, Robin, and sons, Ryan 
and Jordan, run a small busi-
ness called Strawberry Lane 
Produce. Coxson and his 
family began growing and 
selling strawberries in 2008, 
and expanded to a wide range 
of produce in 2010 when they 
began to sell their goods at the 
Market House.

“Everybody has their niche 
customers, and niche things 
that they sell,” Coxson said. 
“When you’re here, you’re 
selling to the same people all 
the time. We cater a little to 
people’s special wishes. After 
doing this for so long, you 
know what to bring and what 
not to bring.”

Pricing can be difficult in a 
farmers market setting, Cox-
son said. He named tomatoes 
as an example: if a typical gro-
cery store sells them at two 
dollars per pound, a market 
gardener might sell a quart 
weighing two pounds for four 
dollars. Customers who are 
not used to these price-per-
unit discrepancies may be dis-
couraged at what at first looks 
like a steep price, but is in re-
ality fairly consistent with the 
competition.

“The hardest part is ex-
panding and making it a 
viable business,” Coxson 
said. “[This includes] having 
enough stuff to sell, getting it 
all to the right venues and set-
ting the right prices.”

But the market is not im-
possible to break into. Garrett 
Gleeson, ’12, moved back to 
the Meadville area last winter 
after having graduated from 
the University of New Hamp-
shire with a master’s degree in 
microbiology. 

He now operates a small 

farm and sells a variety of 
goods at the Market House 
market. His wide range of 
products allowed for a rela-
tively easy transition into the 
business of selling produce.

“My advantage is having 
a little bit of everything—not 
having to sell a lot of one 
item,” Gleeson said. “I wasn’t 
too familiar with the market, 
so [having variety] allowed 
me to adjust what I brought 
and bring things that oth-
er people don’t have. On the 
other hand, growing a variety 
of vegetables is difficult. You 
have to have experience grow-
ing a lot of different things.”

Gleeson’s experience with 
farming began at an early 
age—his parents were home-
steaders who often grew their 
own food. After earning his 
master’s degree, he took up an 
internship based at the Nook 
and Cranny Farm in Ithaca, 
New York.

“I feel like what I’m doing 
is important, and it aligns with 
my morals,” Gleeson said. “I 
wanted to do something that’s 
good for the earth, something 
that’s healthy for me.”

Both Coxson and Gleeson 
said that using farming as a 
sole source of income can be 
difficult. But, according to 
Gleeson, there are still viable 
options for anyone who wants 
to enter the business.

“There are a lot of ways to 
start a farm that are cheap,” 
Gleeson said. “Gardening is 
a good place for someone to 
start. Vegetables are easy, and 
there are usually not ordi-
nances against them, so they 
are a pretty safe bet. You don’t 
have to own land—you can 
rent land. You can start small-
er than you think. You have to 
be creative.”

TYLER STIGALL/THE CAMPUS

James Coxon, a produce gardener, and his son, Ryan, examine their stock at the 
Meadville Market House farmers market on Saturday, Oct. 15, 2016. 
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Sexuality, mindfulness and climate change

By MEAGHAN WILBY

Features Editor
parishm@allegheny.edu

Peterson Toscano, perfor-
mance artist, gay activist and 
Bible scholar, visited Alleghe-
ny from Tuesday, Oct. 16, to 
Thursday, Oct. 20, as part of 
the college’s Year of Mindful-
ness. During his time on cam-
pus, he visited classes, gave a 
presentation entitled “There’s 
Something Gay about Cli-
mate Change,” and performed 
his show, “Everything is Con-
nected - An Evening of Sto-
ries, Many Weird, Most True.”

Toscano is a full-time pub-
lic speaker, who is a born-
again Christian and openly 
gay. After becoming Protes-
tant, he spent 17 years in gay 
conversion therapy trying 
to change his sexual identity 
through prayer, Bible stud-
ies and therapy. He is a Bible 
scholar and said that being 
identified as Christian is his 
most important identity. 

“I thought Jesus could heal 
me from being gay,” said To-
scano. “Hair can be straight-
ened. Gays? Not so much.” 

His first presentation, 
“There’s Something Gay about 
Climate Change,”  was on 
Tuesday, Oct. 18, in Grounds 
for Change and was spon-
sored by both the Year of 
Mindfulness committee and 
Gender and Sexuality Alli-
ance. GSA is an alliance that 
works to support members 
of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer communi-
ty on campus. 

“We help all of the 
LGBTQIA+ students on cam-
pus … with any problems, 
particularly with homopho-
bia or transphobia that they 
have, as well as any issues that 
they have back home, like if 
their coming out wasn’t tak-
en well back home, or if they 
just want a space to chill with 
other queer students then 
they have that space,” Noah 
Thompson, ’19, said.

Thompson is the inter-
im president of GSA, and he 
said Toscano’s performance 
brought light to an issue that 
the organization does not of-
ten talk about. 

“We obviously talk about 
queer issues a lot, but we don’t 
talk about how that inter-
sects with things like climate 
change,” Thompson said.  “It’s 
two subjects that really don’t 
intersect that often, so it’s in-
teresting to see what happens 
when you put those two lens-
es together.” 

During his presentation, 
Toscano used comedic relief 
to discuss queer responses to 
climate change.

“Because [climate change] 
is funny right? It’s so funny … 
It’s almost as funny as cancer, 
and that’s funny and hysteri-
cal,” Toscano said.  

He explained how he read 
articles about climate change 
that, although disturbing and 
sometimes frightening, never 
moved him. 

It was not until he read 
an article that stated how a 
warmer planet would lead to 
more drought, which would 
in turn lead to food shortag-
es, migration, political insta-
bility and—most importantly 
for Toscano—crop failures, 
which would result in global 
shortages of pasta. He said it 
was the prospect of a life with-
out pasta that finally moved 
him. 

“We got to do something 
now—this is serious,” said 
Toscano. “Yeah, poverty, but 
pasta?” 

Toscano said that since 
then, he has found many 
more, less-shallow reasons to 
be concerned about climate 
change. He believes it is a hu-
man rights issue and said that 
much of his work involves 

considering queer responses 
to climate change. 

“I think there’s a role for 
LGBTQ,” Toscano said. “I 
think the straight and gen-
der-normative people really 
need our help.” 

During his performance 
he delivered monologues 
from five characters who each 
represented what he consid-
ers the five different stages of 
queer responses to climate 
change. 

He defined stage one as 
panicking. 

“Holy moly, it’s the end of 
the world as we know it,” said 
Toscano. 

In stage two, Toscano’s 
character toyed with denial. 

“I thought, maybe it’s not 
so bad,” Toscano said. “Yes, I 
am concerned about climate 
change, but maybe it won’t be 
a catastrophe.” 

In stage three, the char-
acter was overwhelmed with 
guilt as he realized that he was 
part of the problem. Toscano 

then moved into stage four, 
where despair descended 
upon him as he realized that 
his individual efforts were pa-
thetic in relation to the size of 
the problem.  

Finally, Toscano defined 
stage five as a wonderful and 
essential part of the process. 

“I found like-minded peo-
ple,” Toscano said. “We live in 
extraordinary times. So much 
uncertainty, danger and fear, 
but this is not our first rodeo. 
Our ancestors faced myriad 
challenges together … they 
learned an important truth 
that we are discovering today. 
We are not alone, we have 
each other … We shall do the 
extraordinary.”

Toscano uses his di-
verse background to form a 
new perspective on climate 
change. He said environ-
mentalists and scientists have 
been leading  the conversa-
tion, which only looks at the 
issue from a certain lens. He 
said their discussion focuses 
on preserving the planet for 
their children and grandchil-
dren; but that angle does not 
always apply to everyone. 

“Yeah, that’s good, but I 
don’t have any of that. I don’t 
have any personal DNA in the 
game. What else you got?” To-
scano said. “Let me queer this. 
Let me look at it from a differ-
ent perspective.”

Toscano said that in look-
ing at a queer response to cli-
mate change, he believes that 
comedy and storytelling are 
important. 

“Queer people—we have a 

whole history of being funny 
and … taking serious issues 
and using comedy and ex-
ploring it,” Toscano said. 

Toscano used three other 
characters, Marvin Bloom, 
Elizabeth Jeremiah and Tim-
othy Meadows, to help him 
explore climate change and 
queer responses. 

He used the character 
Marvin Bloom to look at cli-
mate denial. 

“That’s what’s going on 
with some of these people 
who are denying climate 
change,” Toscano said. “They 
put all this energy into fight-
ing it and denying this reality. 
That gives me hope. Because 
once they go through denial, 
they’ll go into the other stag-
es … [and] come to the final 
stage: acceptance.”

Toscano said certain de-
mographics of the LGBTQ 
communities would be affect-
ed by climate change, in par-
ticular senior citizens and also 
the large number of LGBTQ 
homeless youths. 

“You’ve got queer people 
who are struggling as it is,” 
Toscano said. “It adds a whole 
[extra] level of risk in their 
lives.”

He said a queer response to 
climate change requires look-
ing at the future in a different 
way. 

“It’s easy to imagine a dys-
topian, evil, unjust future.” 
Toscano said. “What does 
success look like? That takes a 
lot more work.” 

Although he focused on 
queer responses to climate 

change, Toscano also ex-
plained how other popula-
tions will be affected. 

“I look at climate change 
very much as a political is-
sue. When communities are 
stressed, the marginalized 
people suffer more. They are 
already suffering, so they 
suffer more,” Toscano said. 
“Basically climate change is 
racist, sexist, classist—it’s in-
credibly American in all those 
ways.” 

Associate Dean and Direc-
tor of the Inclusion, Diversity, 
Equity, Access and Social Jus-
tice Center, justin adkins, said 
he enjoyed Toscano’s presen-
tation. 

“He does such a good job 
at taking really big and scary 
issues … and is able to present 
them in a way that is accessi-
ble,” adkins said. “One of the 
best things his talks are able 
to do is focus on the intersec-
tions of people’s identities and 
social justice issues, and not 
a lot of people are able to do 
that.” 

Toscano performed his 
one-man show, “Everything 
is Connected - An Evening 
of Stories, Many Weird, Most 
True” in Arter Little Theater 
on Wednesday, Oct. 19. 

This performance was di-
vided into three parts—”Ho-
mo-Nomo,” “Transfigura-
tions,” and “Climate Change.” 
“Homo-Nomo” was about the 
notion that being gay is bad. 
“Transfigurations” focused on 
the act of coming out and To-
scano’s trials and tribulations 
with this process. 

“I came to my senses and 
slowly came out,” Toscano 
said. 

Toscano said he had made 
the assumption that the gay 
community was accepting, 
but he later discovered that he 
was wrong. He said members 
of the gay community made 
derogatory comments about 
other gay community mem-
bers. 

In “Climate Change,” To-
scano brought back Marvin 
Bloom and touched on a few 
similar topics from his previ-
ous presentation. In both his 
performances, Toscano en-
couraged people to put faith 
in one another and to work 
toward making the world a 
better place. 

“I think this is something 
that the world needs. It needs 
hope, and it needs imagina-
tion,” Toscano said. “It’s so 
hard to be mindful right now, 
because if you’re aware of 
the world, it can be so over-
whelming. Sometimes I need 
to practice mindlessness—to 
binge watch TV shows.” 

Toscano said that although 
the world can be overwhelm-
ing, it is important to look for 
the good. 

“During times of crisis, 
people do extraordinary 
things … extraordinary, kind, 
loving, caring things. You 
see how communities come 
together to look after each 
other,” Toscano said. “How 
can we come up with lasting 
change that’s not going to hurt 
communities, but actually 
foster a better world?” 

Climate change is 
racist, sexist, clas-
sist—it’s incredibly 
American in all those 
ways.

“ “

Peterson Toscano 
performance artist, 
gay activist and bible 
scholar.

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED BY MAX COPELAND
Peterson Toscano, performance artist, gay activist and Bible scholar, delivers his one-man presentation “There’s Something Gay About Climate 

Change” in Grounds for Change on Tuesday, Oct. 18, 2016. Toscano used comedic relief through monologues and character changes to look at 

queer responses to climate change. 

Comedian tackles tough topics with humor, vignettes and a queer perspective
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ANTAEUS  DANCE  HOLDS  ANNUAL  PERFORMANCE

Service day brings communities together

The Allegheny College and 
Meadville communities par-
ticipated in an annual service 
event in Meadville and the 
greater Crawford County area 
on Saturday, Oct. 15. About 
320 Allegheny students and 
Meadville community mem-
bers met at Diamond Park 
early on Saturday morning to 
participate in over 100 differ-
ent service projects. 

“Allegheny students are 
able to come down into the 
community and join commu-
nity members in service,” said 
Ellen Bach, Bonner program 
coordinator. “It’s a one-day 
event where we tackle a lot of 
home repair projects for com-
munity members that might 
not necessarily be able to get 
those type of necessary re-
pairs done otherwise.”

Bach helped to recruit 
volunteers and helped match 
volunteers to different project 
sites along with AmeriCorps 
VISTA Project Director Erin 
O’Day Frye. 

Civic Engagement at Al-
legheny paired with United 
Way to find sites for volun-
teers to work at on the day of 
service. 

According to Bach, United 

By MARLEY PARISH

Features Editor
parishm@allegheny.edu

Way works in the community 
to find service opportunities. 
People must call in to United 
Way and meet certain criteria 
in order for volunteers to help 
them complete household re-
pairs and chores on Make a 
Difference Day. 

“We had a really good 
turnout of youth groups that 
came out from the different 
local area high schools or 
middle schools,” said Bach. 
“A lot of those folks were able 
to partner with college vol-
unteers on things like raking 
leaves, simple yard projects, 
cleanup projects, some light 
painting or just general main-
tenance type stuff.”

Bach said it is important 
for Allegheny students to 
work with community mem-
bers by doing service. 

“I think it’s really import-
ant to kind of bridge the gap 
between community and the 
college,” said Bach. “I think 
that it gives a really good op-
portunity for college students 
to have interactions with the 
community in a really posi-
tive and beneficial way, in a 
way that’s kind of reciprocal. 
It’s kind of helping out the 
community, but the commu-
nity members are also able to 
teach the college students and 
show them what the commu-
nity is about.

“I know a lot of folks 
shared that they learned sto-
ries about particular commu-
nity members that they never 
would have learned about be-
fore,” Bach said. 

According to Bach, Make a 
Difference Day gives Alleghe-
ny students a chance to work 
with community members 
and learn about the commu-
nity and its residents in a way 
that they would otherwise not 
be able to. 

“I think it’s just a really 
great, positive way to bridge 
the gap between the com-
munity and Allegheny and 
to have that reciprocity,” said 
Bach. “Both college students 
helping out the community 
but also kind of learning a lit-

tle bit about the space they’re 
living in for the next four 
years.”

Katie Mays, ’19, participat-
ed in Make a Difference Day 
with Kappa Kappa Gamma 
sorority. They went to Bicen-
tennial Park with Meadville 
Mayor LeRoy Stearns.

While they were there they 
mulched and helped cut down 
plants that were endangering 
wildlife in the park. 

“[The Mayor] was involved 
and definitely appreciative of 
the volunteers,” said Mays. 
“He even brought us donuts.”

This was Mays’s first time 
participating in Make a Dif-
ference Day and said she 
plans on doing it again. She 
said members of her chapter 
plan on going  back to finish 
the work that they did not get 
done on the day of service. 

“It’s nice to help out with 
the community,” said Mays. 

Mays had never been to Bi-
centennial Park before volun-
teering, and she said it helped 
her realize and appreciate the 
beauty of Meadville.

Holly Mangan, ’19, vol-
unteered at a woman’s house 
with Alpha Phi Omega ser-
vice fraternity. This was her 
first time participating in any 
type of community service 
with Allegheny. 

“She just needed us to 

move firewood from outside 
into her house, but we also 
raked and cleaned her gut-
ters,” said Mangan. “There 
was 11 of us, so we were will-
ing to do whatever she need-
ed.”

Mangan and her group 
got to work with the woman 
and hear stories from her life 
while they were volunteering 
at her house. 

“I definitely will do it 
again. It was a really interest-
ing day, and it was not what 
I was expecting at all,” said 
Mangan. “Once we started 
talking to this woman, it was 
so interesting. She had all 
these stories and wanted to 
show us pictures of every per-
son in her family. She showed 
us pictures that she had taken. 
She made us lunch, which was 
not expected at all.”

Mangan plans to partici-
pate in other events involving 
community service. She said 
her experience was eye-open-
ing because she helped a local 
woman and got to know her 
on a personal level. 

“She had us give her our 
birthdays and our phone 
numbers,” said Mangan. “I 
know that’s not really how it 
went for most people on that 
day. She made a huge differ-
ence to us, in our day and just 
in general.”

We should care about 

the people that live 

around us. It makes 

me really proud of 

my school and the or-

ganizations that I’m 

in that participate in 

service. 

“

“

Holly Mangan

Class of 2019

Mangan said her expe-
rience was unique and re-
warding. She said community 
service helps establish a con-
nection between college stu-
dents and the community that 
they live in. 

“It benefits Allegheny be-
cause it just reminds us that 
we are a part of this communi-
ty. It’s so easy as college kids to 
just live on campus and never 
leave campus. It’s a funny little 
society almost,” said Mangan. 
“We should care about the 
people that live around us. It 
makes me really proud of my 
school and the organizations 
that I’m in that participate in 
service. I made a lot of friends 
that day.”

Mangan was with her 
group for about six hours on 
Make a Difference Day, and 
said it was an experience that 
she will not forget. 

“Personally, I just think if I 
have the ability to help people, 
I’m going to do it,” said Man-
gan. “It doesn’t require that 
much work on my part, but 
it makes a very big difference. 
It’s a very visible difference. 
I can see the change that I’m 
[making], and it’s just so re-
warding.”

PHOTOS BY SHU YI TANG/THE CAMPUS

Members from Antaeus Dance, 

a dance company based in 

Cleveland, Ohio perform during 

the company’s annual fall con-

cert in the Montgomery  Per-

formance Space on Saturday, 

Oct. 15, 2016. The company was 

founded by Joan Meggitt, ’92, 

who choreographed all of the 

dances. The dances explored 

individual strength and col-

lective action. As well as the 

performance, the company also 

offered a free master dance class 

on Saturday afternoon.  
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Battle   4   Bridget

YUTONG WANG/THE CAMPUS

Lauren Duffy, ’20, hits the ball over the net during the Battle 4 Bridget game against Denison University on Saturday, Oct. 15, 2016. The Gators lost 3-1 to Denison.  

Women’s volleyball fundraises in honor of  Coach Bridget Sheehan
By ALEX HOLMES
Sports Editor
holmesa2@allegheny.edu

The women’s volleyball 
team hosted its Battle 4 
Bridget fundraiser on Sat-
urday, Oct. 15. The team 
used the opportunity to 
raise awareness of fallopi-
an cancer and raise money 
to donate to the Yolanda G. 
Barco Oncology Institute.

The women sold T-shirts 
and bracelets at the foot-
ball game, the men’s soccer 
game, the women’s soccer 
game and their own game 
in addition to having a 
pumpkin-carving contest 
where fans could donate 
money and put it in the 
pumpkin they thought 
was the best. Overall, their 
fundraising efforts raised 
about $3,000 for the insti-
tute, and they are still col-

lecting donations. 
“I think by making Bat-

tle 4 Bridget posters … that 
showed support,” said Kel-
li Trautmann, interim head 
coach. “We also did a meet 
and greet after the game, so 
alumni and current players 
hung out and it was a small 
way for both teams, alumni 
and current players, to show 
their support for Coach.”

Defensive specialist Rachel 
Slotterback, ’19, said meeting 
the alumnae who came to the 
game and talking about Shee-
han was a high point of the 
weekend. 

“We met her first ever team, 
which was awesome, to hear 
all these stories about how she 
used to coach, and how she’s 
changed, and how the pro-
gram changed and how she’s 
shaped so many lives cause 
she’s been coaching for thir-
ty-some years,” Slotterback 

said. 
According to Slotterback, 

over the course of the season, 
the women have been send-
ing texts, cards and flowers 
to Sheehan to show their sup-
port for her. 

“I know she’s had a rough 
couple days lately so we’ve all 
been trying to text her and 
let her know we’re thinking 
of her,” Slotterback said. “We 
all made signs to hang all over 
the gym for our game on Sat-
urday, and two of them were 
sent to her hospital room. Just 
being there and supporting 
her through this tough time 
is our main focus throughout 
the season.”

According to Trautmann, 
the team will be collaborating 
with the NCAA to support 
Sheehan.

“NCAA is teaming up with 
us in the spring for the NCAA 
DIII Week to bring awareness 

of Coach Sheehan and raise 
money then, and we are still 
taking donations through the 
link on our website,” Traut-
mann said.

Trautmann said that the 
atmosphere at the game on 
Saturday was reflective of the 
team’s continuing positivity 
during Sheehan’s fight against 
cancer.

“We took the third set, and 
the second set was 25-23 but 
we kept our attitude positive 
the entire time because we 
knew it wasn’t about us at all,” 
Slotterback said. “We could 
have gotten down on our-
selves, but Coach was watch-
ing so we wanted to keep an 
upbeat atmosphere for her. I 
would say we were aggressive 
and all clicking. It just didn’t 
work out in the end.”

Sheehan was admitted to 
the hospital on the same day 
as the game, but watched 

livestream coverage of the 
game. 

“We definitely had high en-
ergy and knew what we need-
ed to do and we did it. Even 
though we lost, we still played 
well and as a unit,” said right 
side hitter Lauren Bodi, ’19. 
“They were a very scrappy 
team, and got everything up. 
They had a couple very good 
power hitters, so we needed to 
up our blocking there a little 
bit more.”

Trautmann said controlling 
errors on the court was a chal-
lenge, but the team worked 
hard to fight back. 

“We gave Denison a lot of 
points from our errors, and 
we have to overcome that 
and control the ball if it gets 
out of control,” Trautmann 
said. “Hopefully they make 
a change going forward and 
finish strong. For the confer-
ence, we only have two games 

left, and then we have to 
[win] at least two to make 
it into the conference tour-
nament.”

Bodi said she is looking 
forward to being with her 
teammates and supporting 
each other, and their coach, 
through the remainder of 
the season. 

“I know it’s been a really 
rough season with every-
body dealing with Coach, 
so it’s nice to be there to-
gether and as a unit,” Bodi 
said. “We’ve been practic-
ing really well the past two 
weeks so hopefully we will 
get a couple of conference 
wins on Saturday and again 
on Wednesday, and finish 
off the season strong.”

The women will play 
their last home game of the 
season on Saturday, Oct. 
22, at 2 p.m. against Ken-
yon College.

Club hockey team hopeful for upcoming season
By ANGELA MAURONI
Editor-in-Chief
mauronia@allegheny.edu

Allegheny’s club hockey 
team lost its first game against 
Edinboro University of Penn-
sylvania 11-6 on Saturday, 
Oct. 15. Despite the loss, 
Club President Josh Cohen, 
’18, said he was pleased with 
the team’s performance and is 
hopeful for future games. 

“It was our first game of 
the season. They had already 
played three or four games, 
so they had a little more ex-
perience under their belt. 
We have a lot of new players. 
About half our team is either 
a freshman or guys who hav-
en’t played on a team before,” 
Cohen said. 

Cohen said another strug-
gle the team has been dealing 
with over the last several years 
is finding a consistent coach, 
as the practices typically be-
gin after 9:45 p.m., when the 
Meadville Area Recreation 
Complex is free. 

“We’ve had a lot of coach-
es on and off. It’s just hard 
to get someone who can give 
up those late hours on Tues-
day and Thursday nights, and 
[hours] all over the place on 
the weekend,” Cohen said. 

Cohen said he comes up 
with drills and workouts to 
do during practices, often 
with help from goalie Hayden 
Moyer, ’17. 

“We kind of just have to 
come up with what we want to 
work on and drills and things 
like that,” Cohen said. “We 
practice two nights a week, so 
the day of or the day before 
[practice] we’ll kind of just 
write up a practice plan.”

According to Cohen, the 
team has made progress in 
terms of size. The team roster 
currently includes about 15 
players, which is larger than 
in years past. 

“We just never had a large 
group of guys, but this year we 
got a lot of new players,” Co-
hen said. 

According to defensive 

player Michael Clauss, ’17, the 
small roster was an issue last 
season. During one weekend 
in which they had two games 
and several players were in-
jured, they were unable to 
play due to low numbers. 

Cohen believes the team 
has the potential to do more 
this year because of its num-
bers. He said they already are 
playing better than last year. 

“This is the best the team 
has looked I think since I’ve 
been on campus,” Cohen said, 
who has been on the team for 
three seasons. 

Cohen also said that he be-
lieves the improvements have 
a lot to do with the strength 
new players brought to the 
team.

“I think one of the biggest 
things that’s helped us is all 
of the new guys who came 
in. Not just from a numbers 
standpoint, but also guys who 
have played before,” Cohen 
said. “A lot of the time, when 
we get new players, the skill 
level isn’t always really high. 

It’s just guys who have played 
a little bit and want to try it 
out. But this year, we have 
players that come from pretty 
competitive schools and pro-
grams.” 

According to Cohen the 
team has had positive atti-
tudes through the early prac-
tices and their most recent 
game. He said the players 
were competitive throughout, 
but at the end of the game Ed-
inboro came out stronger. 

“Just towards the end, they 
kind of ran away with it, but 
like, we went up, and we 
scored in the first 30 seconds 
of the game, so it was already 
1-0 to start off. It was just very 
back and forth,” Cohen said. 

That first goal, Cohen said, 
was scored by Francis Faiello, 
’20. Faiello scored five of the 
six goals for Allegheny. The 
sixth goal was scored by Sam-
uel Chibnall, ’17. 

According to Moyer,  Faiel-
lo was not the only new player 
who played well. 

“I think the guys that were 

new showed that they can 
keep up in the league,” Moyer 
said.

Moyer said he believes the 
team’s weakest point was leav-
ing too much space for their 
opponents to pass between 
and around them defensively. 

“Hopefully this week, we’ll 
get a little bit more of an or-
ganized neutral zone game, 
defensively, because they were 
going through us in the neu-
tral zone way too easily,” Moy-
er said. 

Moyer, Clauss and Cohen 
agreed that penalties were an 
issue during the game as well. 

“We got seven penalties 
during the game, so a lot of 
their goals were scored when 
we were down a man. So I 
think that staying out of the 
penalty box this week will be 
a big key, and also just playing 
a little more physical,” Cohen 
said. 

Those penalties were from 
being out of practice, Cohen 
said, not unsportsmanlike 
conduct. He said that since 

they have been getting used 
to being on the ice again, he 
believes those penalties will 
occur less. 

“The hope is to make the 
playoffs at the end of the sea-
son, and that’s something we 
think we can do this year. 
Edinboro is one of the much 
better teams in the league, 
and we think that we have a 
really good shot to win a lot of 
games down the road,” Cohen 
said. 

According to Cohen, the 
atmosphere of practices and 
games has changed this sea-
son. 

“Everyone is very posi-
tive, and we’re all working to 
change the culture around 
the club and the team from 
something that was just like, 
we just do it just to do it, to 
something we really care 
about” Cohen said. 

The next club hockey game 
will be a second game against 
Edinboro on Friday, Oct. 21, 
at 9:30 p.m. in Jamestown, 
New York.


