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Catholic ministry chalks for right to life

College decides the future of Gator Day programming 

According to an email sent 
to Allegheny Faculty on by 
Associate Provost and Direc-
tor of the Gateway Terrence 
Bensel on Dec. 9, 2011, Gator 
Day was first implemented 
into the academic schedule 
for Tuesday, Oct. 23, 2012, 
and Tuesday, April 2, 2013. 
The intention was for Gator 
Day to occur twice every ac-
ademic year—once each se-
mester.  

Beginning in the 2016-
17 academic year, Gator Day 
will now only occur during 
the fall semester and will be 
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replaced with an event at the 
end of the spring semester to 
acknowledge student accom-
plishments.  The name of this 
new event has not yet been 
determined.

“The faculty was the enti-
ty that voted Gator Day into 
existence four years ago, and 
it is the faculty who voted last 
spring at one of their meetings 
to change and push the final 
Gator Day to the last Tuesday 
of the [spring] semester,” said 
Jim Fitch, director of career 
education.  

Fitch said Gator Day was 
implemented to get more stu-
dents involved with a com-
munity-based program that 
aims to  reflect on students’ 

work and  accomplishments.  
“It’s been fairly successful 

so far, but the question was 
how can it even be more suc-
cessful,” Fitch said.  

The faculty, Bensel said,  
was well within its rights to 
change Gator Day. 

Bensel said he believes 
some faculty members start-
ed a petition to remove Gator 
Day from the academic calen-
dar last year.    

A change in the focus of 
Gator Day was proposed, so 
instead of removing Gator 
Day all together, the college 
kept the one in the fall semes-
ter and replaced the spring 
observance with a day to cel-
ebrate student accomplish-

ments, Bensel said.  
According to Fitch, sug-

gestions began being made to 
have a day of recognition for 
seniors at the end of the aca-
demic year.  

“It’s not a bad idea for us to 
see all the different things that 
students are up to. Students 
do a lot and a lot of it gets lost 
in the mix,” said Patrick Jack-
son, the Nationally Competi-
tive Awards Advisor. 

 Jackson said he does have 
concerns. He believes that an 
event like Gator Day should 
be held both semesters be-
cause the schools need to stay 
connected with students to 
prepare for the present and 
their futures.

“My one concern is that 
you can’t have any spring pro-
gramming where you lose the 
opportunity in the spring to 
follow up with students,” said 
Jackson.  

The change, Jackson said, 
puts more pressure on the 
fall Gator Day to showcase 
opportunities for students 
and to ensure students follow 
through on these opportuni-
ties. An advantage, however, 
is that more students would 
be able to celebrate their ac-
complishments while attend-
ing Allegheny.  

With the new change to 
the academic calendar, class-
es will now officially end on 
Monday, May 1, 2017, instead 

of that Tuesday. 
The Undergraduate Re-

search, Scholarship, and Cre-
ative Activities Office, headed 
by Aimee Knupsky, has taken 
the lead in coordinating the 
student accomplishments day.  

“Aimee Knupsky is incred-
ibly capable, and I expect that 
she’ll put on a good program,” 
said Jackson.  

Knupsky said almost every 
college or university that is 
a member of the Council of 
Undergraduate Research has 
a day dedicated to display-
ing student research projects, 
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Public Safety 
terminates all  
student positions 

Student workers in the 
Office of Public Safety were 
alerted via email on Oct. 19, 
2016, that their positions as 
student switchboard opera-
tors would be eliminated, ef-
fective Wednesday, Oct. 26. 

The email was sent from 
Natasha Eckart, associate di-
rector of financial aid. The 
email cites liability concerns 
as the primary reason for the 
elimination of the position. 

“It has come to our atten-
tion that the college’s liabili-
ty risk in employing student 
switchboard operators out-
weighs the need for the posi-
tion,” the email read in part. 

According to Ali Awadi, 
director of public safety, this 
meant the elimination of ap-
proximately 10 student posi-
tions. 

Awadi said student em-
ployees in public safety did 
essentially the same jobs as 
the dispatch officers, taking 
phone calls, inputting data 
and dealing with the day-to-
day operations of the office. 

His concerns, Awadi said, 
were that students were tak-
ing calls from fellow students 
that were potentially confi-
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dential or sensitive in nature. 
He said all employees in the 
office sign confidentiality 
agreements and that no stu-
dent has, to his knowledge, 
broken the agreement. 

“I’m just the type of indi-
vidual where I am proactive, 
not reactive,” Awadi said. 

Jacob Thompson, ’19, was 
one of the student switch-
board operators who received 
the email. He said his concern 
is finding a new job that will 
fit with his schedule. 

“It would have been more 
convenient if they had let us 
keep our jobs until the end of 

See PUBLIC SAFETY    
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Library staff works to control mold infestation  

A sheet of plastic hangs 
across a section of Pelletier 
Library’s first floor, indicat-
ing that the section is closed. 
This area, containing the 
compact—or mobile—shelv-
ing units and approximately 
25,000 volumes of books and 
journals, was closed on Sept. 
1 due to a mold outbreak, ac-
cording to Systems Librarian 
Alan Bartlett. 

Bartlett said 1,650 books 
and journals have been iden-
tified as contaminated. He 
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said approximately 746 have 
“significant mold.” 

The source of the mold 
was a leaking pipe, according 
to Rick Holmgren, vice presi-
dent for information services 
and assessment. Bartlett said 
Physical Plant has since fixed 
the pipe.

“With that fixed, I’m cau-
tiously optimistic we’ll be 
able to control the humidity, 
and certainly Physical Plant 
is committed to making sure 
we don’t have this problem 
again,” Holmgren said.

Manager of Access Ser-
vices Aimee Reash said the 
Pelletier staff reviewed the 

Dewey Decimal System on 
Aug. 28 and did not notice 
mold at that time.

According to Reash, this is 
the second outbreak of mold 
in the library in the past four 
years.

“We did have a mold out-
break in 2012 very close to the 
same section of the library,” 
Reash said.

According to Holmgren, 
Physical Plant will contract 
a mold remediation team to 
contain and remove the mold 
outbreak. He said every book 
and volume must be cleaned 
by hand and that some vol-
umes are so badly contami-

nated that they must be dis-
carded. 

Holmgren said the library 
currently has no timeline 
for when the mold will be 
cleaned. He said that while 
that section of the library is 
currently closed, the library 
can use interlibrary loan or 
online resources to provide 
access to materials in that 
area. 

“We can, in some cases—
if our copy’s been compro-
mised—we can get access to 
you,” Holmgren said.

The Campus reported on 
Feb. 1, 2013, that 3,500 books 
and 40,000 government docu-

ments had to be discarded due 
to the 2012 mold outbreak. 

“Since then we’ve been 
monitoring the humidity 
on a regular basis, and both 
[Physical] Plant and the li-
brary have been doing that,” 
Holmgren said.

Reash said the library staff 
will defer to a mold remedia-
tion team to determine which 
volumes need to be removed 
from the collection.

“We actually won’t have 
to make those decisions,” 
Reash said. “In 2012, when we 
worked with a mold remedi-
ation team, they were able to 
clean the books and suggest 

which should be discarded.”
The decision to replace the 

discarded volumes with print 
or electronic copies will de-
pend on a variety of factors, 
including its frequency of use, 
according to Holmgren.

“We prefer to get electronic 
books unless there’s a reason 
to get it in print,” Holmgren 
said.

Regardless of the state of 
the books, Holmgren said, he 
hopes to open up the closed-
off section of the first floor for 
student seating, especially for 
the end of the semester and 
finals week.

There are other po-
sitions still open and 
hiring for the aca-
demic semester. 

“ “

Natasha Eckart 
Associate Director of 
Financial Aid Robin Laurinec, ’20, writes a message on Brooks 

Walk on Tuesday, Oct. 25, 2016, as part of a Newman 
Catholic Campus Ministry “Chalk the Walk” event. 
Messages written on Brooks Walk were in support 
of the pro-life movement, according to Zach Shomo, 
’18, a member of Newman. Alison Celigoi, ’19, said 
she participated in the event to write positive mes-
sages about life.

The Rev. Jeff Lucas said a goal of the event was to 
send a message about the value of life.

“[To] raise people’s consciousness about the value 

of life—especially the most vulnerable, the unborn—
but really about the value of life at all stages,” Lucas 
said.

Lucas said respecting the value of life extended to 
not supporting capital punishment. He said that re-
gardless of any pro-life messages written on Brooks 
Walk, the event was intended to send a message 
about life.

“I think there’s a message of love, that we should 
be loving life at all stages,” Lucas said.



October 28, 2016 AlleghenyCampus.com2 The Campus

[News]

GATOR DAY from page 1

which is why Allegheny has 
decided to implement its own. 
She said the event will allow 
everyone to attend because 
classes will not be in session.  

Knupsky said Allegheny 
has achieved great success 
with undergraduate research 
and this is something that 
should be recognized.

“We just got awarded the 
Award for Undergraduate Re-
search from the [Council of 
Undergraduate Research] last 
year,” Knupsky said.    

For the student accom-
plishments day in the spring, 
an outline of events has been 
developed.  In the morning, 
there will be a few sessions 
that have not yet been de-
termined.  After a break for 
lunch, the poster session for 
the senior projects, as well as 
other events and workshops 
will occur.  

Later, three or four seniors 
will be selected to present 
their projects after the post-
er session.  Then the Honors 
Convocation will occur.  A re-
ception for parents, students 
and faculty will finish the day. 
Senior projects will be pre-
sented, as they have in pre-
vious years, but with the op-
portunity to share them with 
more people, Bensel said. 

URSCA would like to tie 
the celebration day eventually 
to the different events of the 
departments, like adding an 
art gallery or a dance recital, 
Knupsky said. 

Katie Denning, ’16, a for-
mer student coordinator for 
URSCA, said she thought of 
eventually adding in record-
ed talks run by students.  This 
year’s student coordinator is 
Natasha Torrence, ’17, who 
works with Knupsky and 
Shane Ostrom, ’19, student 
assistant for URSCA. 

BRITTANY ADAMS/THE CAMPUS

Students gather in the Steffee Hall as part of a Gator Day event on Tuesday Oct. 25, 
2016 to learn about chemistry courses and curriculum. 
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Torrence and Ostrom are 
members of the Students for 
Undergraduate Research, 
Scholarship, and Creative Ac-
tivities. They are also  plan-
ning the students accom-
plishments day in the spring. 
They asked departments to 
nominate students to apply to 
be ambassadors, according to 
Knupsky.  

Three students were select-
ed, one from each division.  
They are Leah Thirkill, ’17, 
from the social science divi-
sion, Meghan Stewart, ’17, 
from the natural science di-
vision and Robinson Whita-
ker, ’17, from the humanities 
division.  Torrence is the 
go-between for URSCA and 
SURSCA.        

The faculty hopes that with 
the implementation of the 
student celebration day stu-
dents will become more in-
volved and will attend events 
throughout the day, Fitch 
said.  He said this will allow 
students to see what they can 

do during their time here at 
Allegheny.  

They are also seeking more 
recognition for students’ 
work.  He says many people 
are unaware that Allegheny 
was recognized last year as the 
number one school nationally 
for collaborative faculty-stu-
dent research, Fitch said.  

Fitch said another import-
ant element of the event is it 
gives parents an opportunity 
to see what students can and 
have accomplished at Allegh-
eny. 

“We don’t want to have 
a ton of things going on,” 
Knupsky said. “We want there 
to be one thing that every-
body goes to so it can be a 
community experience.”      

To plan events for Gator 
Day, the college places an ap-
plication online for faculty, 
staff and students to submit 
proposals for the Gator Day 
committee to review for the 
upcoming event, said  Chris-
tina Moreschi, assistant direc-
tor of career education.  

According to Moreschi, 
there are four standard ses-
sions and several events that 
fall outside of those sessions.  

“I actually had a couple 
students submit proposals 
this year, which was exciting 
because, in the past, we didn’t 
really get student submis-
sions,” Moreschi said.  

Moreschi said the First 
Generation/Low Income club 
submitted a proposal for their 
event, “We’re Number One, 
Literally,” and another student 
proposal was the “Know Your 
Rights on Election Day.” 

Bensel and the planning 
committee are working on de-
veloping learning outcomes of 
Gator Day to assess what par-
ticipating students are learn-
ing from these events, Mo-

reschi said. She said a theme 
is connecting what a student 
can do at Allegheny to what 
they can do after graduation.  

Five alumni, Kristen Lauth 
Schaeffer, ’03, Macae Lintel-
man, ’10, Hillary Wilson, ’12, 
Mike Capsambelis, ’94, and 
Nikki Grayburn, ’15, returned 
to discuss career planning 
with students who attended 
their events on Gator Day, 
Moreschi said.

Gator Day was rejected the 
first time it was proposed to 
faculty, Bensel said. Howev-
er, some students felt strongly 
about the event and brought it 
to the committee for a second 
vote.  They passed it the sec-
ond time.  

“The primary language in 
that proposal was to set aside 
one day every semester for 
programs that promoted aca-
demic success, career oppor-
tunities and a greater sense 
of community at Allegheny,” 
Bensel said.  

He said that he believes 
Gator Day has achieved its 
initial goals, despite criticism 
of the event.  He said he sees 
many good things happening.   

“The cynical view is that 
it’s just a day when students 
can go out Monday night and 
drink,” he said. “The bars in 
town have Gator Day’s Eve 
specials; I don’t know if that’s 
true or not.”                    

In previous years, many se-
niors said they felt Gator Day 
did not have events for them.  
Fitch said there has always 
been a push for all students to 
go to events.  

Moreschi said she believes 
the plan was always to include 
all students, but she under-
stands that seniors may feel 
there are not as many events 
for them because a large por-
tion of the day is dedicated to 
department open houses.  Ca-
reer-focused events are meant 
to target the senior class, she 
said. 

Knupsky said the celebra-
tion day would provide se-
niors with a day specifically 
for them. 

“We’re really excited 
about [the celebration day],” 
Knupsky said. “We hope we 
involve as many different con-
stituencies as we can.”  

URSCA has worked with 
offices inside the Gateway 
to see how they can make 
the event work for everyone, 
Knupsky said.  In the future, 
they would like to take the 
celebration into the town af-
ter the reception so we can 
form a stronger bond with the 
town, she said.  

New campus 
club promotes 
libertarian ideas

Colt Scronce, ’18, is one 
of the leaders of the newly 
formed Allegheny College 
chapter of the libertarian or-
ganization Young Americans 
for Liberty. The group is re-
sponsible for a collection of 
constitutionally inspired side-
walk chalk illustrations sever-
al weeks ago. 

The organization, which 
spun off from Ron Paul’s un-
successful 2008 presidential 
bid as the Libertarian Party 
candidate, states on its web-
site that its mission is “to 
identify, educate, train, and 
mobilize youth activists,” es-
pecially those with a libertari-
an ideology. 

For Scronce and the other 
members of the organization, 
this mission involved writ-
ing in chalk on the bricks of 
Brooks Circle in order to draw 
attention to the group and 
its cause. Yet the “Chalk the 
Walk” campaign, as Scronce 
called it, was about more than 
just the Bill of Rights.

“Tuesday night of that 
week, we were having a movie 
screening, so we were kind of 
accomplishing multiple goals 
at once,” Scronce said. “Also, 
it’s a cool thing to do on a Fri-
day night.”

The movie, “The Deep 
Web,” was shown as part of a 
national Young Americans for 
Liberty initiative. The movie 
chronicled the trial of Dread 
Pirate Roberts, the screen 
name of the man who was ar-
rested on Oct. 2, 2013 in con-
nection with the Silk Road, an 
Internet-based market which 
the FBI shut down after it be-
came an outlet for selling illic-
it drugs.

“Allegedly, he ran the Silk 
Road,” Scronce said. “But the 
FBI never produced the serv-

er, never really told how. That 
kind of opened up the ques-
tion of were his First Amend-
ment rights respected.”

Scronce said that Robert-
son’s trial left many unsatis-
fied and questioning the larg-
er governmental system in the 
U.S. 

“It leaves many people 
wondering, was this a fair tri-
al, and do you have a Fourth 
Amendment in the 21st Cen-
tury,” Scronce said.

Gillian Greene, ’20,  said 
the club’s existence on campus 
was a relief because it offers 
students an option outside of  
the two major political par-
ties. 

“It’s kind of hard right now, 
because it’s like you might not 
always agree with everything, 
like say what the Democrats 
say or the Republicans say,” 
she said. “It’s nice to kind of 
have a middle ground.”

Simon Bilo, professor 
of economics at Allegheny, 
serves as the faculty advisor 
for YAL. 

“Sometimes, I’ll have a 
very short lecture at some of 
the meetings,” Bilo said. 

Bilo said his goal, however, 
is not to control the students, 
or run the club. He said he 
aims to have the students run 
the club themselves. 

“Ultimately, it’s the stu-
dents who run the club,” Bilo 
said. “I cannot take any cred-
it for the good stuff that they 
do.”

Bilo said he sees an im-
portant role for libertarianism 
as a political idea.

“I’m not hiding that I’m 
very much interested in ideas 
of classic liberalism,” he said. 
“Terminologically it’s compli-
cated, because what we call 
here libertarianism, … used 
to be, … a set of ideas that we 
used to call classic liberalism, 
… but for some reason, the 
term morphed into what we 
understand as liberalism to-
day,” Bilo said.

Bilo also views libertari-
anism as having a significant 
place on the political spec-
trum.

“Diversity is very of-
ten a good thing,” Bilo said. 
“Whether it’s a matter of dif-
ferent people coming from 
different parts of society and 
mixing together, and people 
having different ideas and in-
teracting with each other.”

Young Americans for Lib-
erty meets in room 212 of Ar-
ter Hall every Wednesday at 8 
p.m.

By STEVEN HEINE 
Contributing Writer 
heines@allegheny.edu

We don’t want to 
have a ton of things 
going on. We want 
there to be one thing 
that everybody goes 
to so it can be a com-
munity experience.

“

“
Aimee Knupsky
Director of the Office of 
Undergraduate Research, 
Scholarship, and Creative 
Activities 

Ultimately, it’s the 
students who run the 
club. I cannot take 
any credit for the 
good stuff that they 
do.

“

“

Simon Bilo 
Professor of Economics 
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ASG UPDATES
 

ASG will host its next meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 2 in the dark as 
a show of support for the October Energy Challenge. 

Chief of Staff Hayden Moyer is seeking applications from anyone 
interested in serving on the College Committee Council’s 
Curriculum Committee. Anyone who is interested in the 

position should contact Moyer by email at 
moyerh@allegheny.edu. 

College reports low return 
on endowment investments

Allegheny Student Gov-
ernment’s Chief of Staff 
Hayden Moyer, ’17, an-
nounced during his report 
on Tuesday, Oct. 25, that the 
college this year saw a nega-
tive one percent return on its 
invested endowment. Moyer’s  
report came from the Col-
lege Committees Council’s 
Finance and Facilities Com-
mittee. 

Moyer said it was not 
discussed during the meet-
ing what had caused the one 
percent drop, so he therefore 
could not elaborate on what 
the cause of the drop had 
been.

“I am assuming it is just 
stock-based,” Moyer said. 

ASG Director of Finance 
Luke McBride, ’18, said that 
this decrease in return is part 
of a larger trend in higher ed-
ucation, and other colleges 
and universities are facing 
similar problems.

During his report on the 
CCC, Moyer said he is still 
trying to fill a few open posi-
tions on the council’s various 
committees. He said he will be 
posting these vacancies and 
opening applications soon. 

Moyer also noted that the 
college had recently released 
its student conduct report, 
which provides facts and fig-
ures on the number of honor 
code violations and investi-
gations. Moyer said he hopes 
to have Joe Hall, director of 
student conduct and develop-
ment, come and present the 
report to ASG. 

The Academic Standards 
and Awards committee, an-
other CCC committee, has 
been considering a change to 
the commencement ceremo-
ny dress code that current-
ly does not allow any honor 
cords to be worn during the 
ceremony, according to Moy-
er. 

By JOSEPH TINGLEY
News Editor
tingleyj@allegheny.edu

Moyer said the committee 
is currently waiting on the 
Jostens catalogue to come in, 
in order to see what its op-
tions for cords would be.  

The committee on Cam-
pus Life and Community 
standards, Moyer said, is 
also considering drafting a 
peaceful protest policy, which 
would outline a set of rules 
and guidelines for protests on 
campus. 

Attorney General Eric 
Chang, ’17, introduced Mad-
die Meehan, ’17, who will be 
serving as an ex officio, repre-
senting  Panhellenic Council. 

Chang said Meehan will 
attend meetings and update 
ASG on anything related to 
the council. He said this is a 
change in how ex officios op-
erate and he feels it will bene-
fit all involved. 

“In the past ex officios 
gave written reports to the 
president and vice president,” 
Chang said. “We thought it 
would be beneficial to have 
them at meetings.” 

According to Chang, ASG 
also hopes to add another ex 
officio from the Student-Ath-
lete Advisory Committee. He 
said these are two groups that 
have often been underrepre-
sented on ASG, so he hopes 
this will help to give them 
more of a voice. 

Ex officios are not permit-
ted to vote. 

Director of Communica-
tions and Press Mark Myers, 
’19, brought up four candi-
dates to serve as ex officios on 

his Public Relations Commit-
tee. He said each of the four 
would be tasked with a spe-
cific social media platform to 
update periodically. 

Class of 2017 Senator Amy 
Currul voiced concerns with 
the move, stating members of 
ASG had only received three 
of the four candidate biogra-
phies, and only 40 minutes 
before the meeting. She said 
because of this, she did not 
feel she could vote on wheth-
er to approve the candidates 
or not. 

“It just feels very, I don’t 
know, unprepared,” Currul 
said. 

Myers apologized for not 
getting the information to 
ASG members sooner. 

“I think we are all busy 
right now. I got out what I 
could when I could,” he said. 

Senator Walter Stover, 
’17, agreed with Currul and 
moved to table the vote until 
next week’s meeting. Currul 
seconded the motion, which 
passed 8-7 with one absten-
tion.   

ASG’s meeting on Oct. 25 
was held with the lights off, in 
support of the October Ener-
gy Challenge.  

“The main idea was we 
wanted to support that and 
turn everything off,” said Levi 
Lundell, ’17, ASG director of 
sustainability.  

During her president’s 
report, Tess Bracken, ’17, re-
ported to ASG that the con-
ference she and several other 
members attended on the 
weekend of Oct. 22 was a pos-
itive experience. 

“We are feeling pretty good 
about ourselves after this con-
ference,” she said. “We have a 
lot of things going right.” 

Bracken said despite their 
success, they still have things 
they can improve on. She said 
she would be presenting a full 
report on the conference at 
ASG’s next meeting on Nov. 2. 
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the semester, because we are 
now essentially jobless until 
next semester,” Thompson 
said.  

In the email, the student 
employees were offered po-
sitions on the new Gator Pa-
trol Service, which will patrol 
campus at night to ensure the 
safety of students between 8 
p.m. and 2 a.m. 

Thompson said that as an 
athlete with early morning 
practices and morning class-
es, this would not work with 
his schedule. 

The elimination of the 
student switchboard opera-

tor position, Awadi said, was 
partly so that more resources 
could be funneled into the 
new GPS. 

Awadi said he has been 
pleased with the work of 
the student employees and 
stressed that the decision to 
eliminate the position had 
nothing to do with perfor-
mance. He said he would love 
to see them return as mem-
bers of the GPS. 

“I hope none of them feel 
as if they have been laid off,” 
Awadi said. 

In the email which was 
sent out to the student em-

ployees, Eckart offered her as-
sistance to any students who 
wished to find further student 
employment on campus. 

“There are other positions 
still open and hiring for the 
academic semester,” Eckart 
said. 

Awadi said many of the 
student workers for Public 
Safety only worked two hours 
a week, and if they need to 
find a different job, they are 
available. 

“There is really no harm 
or bad intention with them,” 
Awadi said. 

CRIME BLOTTER
 

Editor’s Note: The weekly Crime Blotter is compiled using the Daily 
Crime Log available in the Office of Public Safety. Crimes reported 

may still be under investigation. Crimes listed below are collected the 
Thursday before publication. 

Oct. 23, 2016
Ravine-Narvik  Hall (Outside)

Harassment

Oct. 24, 2016
Walker Hall

Underage Consumption

Oct. 24, 2016
Walker Hall 

Underage Consumption 

Oct. 25, 2016
Fraternity House 

Drugs/Underage Consumption 

Oct. 21, 2016
Edwards House 

Harassment

Oct. 21, 2016
Walker Annex

Drugs-Marijuana
 

Oct. 21, 2016
Campus Center

Underage Consumption 

Oct. 22, 2016
McKinley’s Food Court 

Theft

I am assuming it is just 

stock-based. 

“ “

Hayden Moyer 

Class of 2017
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Two months have 
now passed since Colin 
Kaepernick first kneeled 
during the national anthem. 
His actions on that day have 
led some to flood him with 
support: his jersey sales 
quickly spiked, T-shirts with 
his face imprinted on it have 
been spotted at political 
rallies across the nation and 
other athletes—professional 
and amateur—have begun to 
kneel with him. 

Others have seen it as 
a “right idea, wrong time” 
moment and have moved 
on with an indifference to 
a movement that requires 
attention.

Those who are opposed to 
Kaepernick’s actions take an 
over-patriotic, protectionist 
standpoint that, regardless of 
all else, you are an American 
and you should respect the 
national anthem.

At this point in the protest, 
you know your side, and 
you know that it probably—

In its simplest form, a rela-
tionship between a dominant 
and a submissive is one where 
there is an established pow-
er dynamic, with one person 
directing the actions of the 
other. 

This kind of relationship 
is a sliding scale of commit-
ment, ranging from slight au-
thority only in the bedroom, 
all the way to a full-time mas-
ter/slave relationship. Some 
couples dip their toe into the 
waters only once in a while, 
perhaps going no further 
than a pair of handcuffs and 
a blindfold, and others have 
their entire relationship de-

fined by who is “in charge” of 
the other.

But how do you make sure 
that this remains a healthy 
relationship? Often this can 

be pretty complicated. Be-
fore this relationship is estab-
lished, you must make sure 
you have a clear set of bound-
aries. 

Ideally, both partners 
should sit down and have a 
discussion about what their 
“hard” and “soft” boundaries 
are. The “hard” boundaries 
are the untouchables, while 
the “soft” boundaries are ones 
that can be pushed with the 
agreement that the other part-
ner will be uncomfortable to 
begin with. Consent should 
always be revisited and reit-
erated whenever moving for-
ward with separate acts. 

Many times, this relation-
ship is specific to the bed-
room, where the dom is the 
one giving commands that 
the sub then follows. These 

commands also often include 
some kind of punishment 
if not performed correctly 
or to the dom’s liking, and 
these punishments tend to 
be something like spanking, 
blindfolding, slapping or—
safely—choking. 

These punishments, while 
meant to hurt to a minimal 
degree, are not meant to en-
force some serious bodily 
harm. There should be no 
cuts or bruises on your part-
ner after play is over, unless 
both partners explicitly asked 
for and agreed to that before-
hand. 

Some dom/sub relation-
ships, however, go beyond the 
bedroom. In these instances, 
the dom may control what 
the sub can wear around the 
house, or out, when they can 

eat, who they can see and 
what they should be doing. 
This lifestyle also comes with 
punishments that may be less 
sexual in nature, such as being 
sent to timeout, or having re-
stricted access to something 
such as a phone or TV. To 
some, this may seem like a 
borderline abusive relation-
ship, but the key is in the con-
sent. 

In an abusive relationship, 
the victim is under serious 
threat of physical or emotion-
al harm if they do not follow 
their abuser’s orders, nor did 
they ask to be given orders 
to follow. In a dom/sub re-
lationship, the sub agrees to 
be ordered around and rules 
and boundaries are set at the 
beginning. The dom/sub life-
style, in general, walks a very 

although possibly loosely—
relates to one of the three 
standpoints highlighted 
above. You know your side 
and you have probably had 
to defend your side. In your 
defense, have you considered 
that Kaepernick’s actions are 
in defense of what he believes 
is a social, political and world 
problem? He is attempting to 
fight for an injustice that has 
been swept under the rug for 
far too long.

Bordering on the edge 
of ignorant, we have seen 
arguments saying Kaepernick 
doesn’t get it; he is rich and 
in the NFL. How could he 
be the subject of racism? We 
have seen arguments about 
the need to stand in support 
of our troops, and we have 
seen arguments that have 
essentially said respecting 
the anthem represents an 
endorsement of the United 
States’ ideals. Standing during 
the anthem shows your 
support for the freedoms and 
justices that you are afforded 
as a citizen and to kneel 
during it is a disrespect to 
America. 

I get it. Standing for the 
flag shows your unwavering 
appreciation for the nation 
you live in. It is almost an 
undeniable fact to some 
people. But who decided that?

We have probably all seen 
at least one patron in the 
stands enjoying his footlong 
hotdog while the music is 
playing. Finishing the dog 
before the song is done, 
he returns to his seat more 
satisfied with the hotdog than 
his lackluster attempt to be 
patriotic.

It is arrogant to believe that 
everyone should conform to 
the idea that standing during 
the national anthem makes 
America great again.  

That is not a witty pun, it 
is the truth. No law says you 
have to stand for the anthem, 
and I can’t even tell you how 
standing for it started. Can 
you?

It is arrogant to think that 
your view of patriotism is 
everyone’s view considering 
how diverse our country is 
and always will be. To some, 
the anthem is a time to be 
quiet, still and respectful. To 

others it is a time to stretch 
the legs one last time before 
watching a game while 
enjoying a few hot dogs. 

It is disingenuous to get 
upset about an NFL player 
using his platform to take a 
stand by saying they don’t 
want politics in sports. The 
NFL has made games political 
with anthem-playing, flag-
waving and jet fly-overs for a 
long time. We even play the 
anthem in games hosted in 

London. All of the arguments 
can be countered. And all of 
the counter arguments can be 
rebutted. 

The problem is that the 
entire point of the protest 
is vacuumed up in a wishy-
washy argument of how one 
should act during the national 
anthem. Those arguments are 
simply a smoke screen that 
drown out the true intents 
behind this movement.

The violence that 
Keapernick’s neutral act of 
defiance has been met with, 
simply cements the point 
that he is making. Anti-
black sentiment in America 
runs deep. Besides, what 
meaningful social change 
has ever occurred with 
protest that makes people 
comfortable? Dissent is 
uniquely and distinctly 
human and in America you 
are given the right to exercise 
dissent. People laud Martin 
Luther King and Muhammad 
Ali now, but they were hated 
and viewed as anti-American 
when they were speaking up 
for African-Americans a few 
decades ago.

What often goes unnoticed 
in this movement is that the 
public barely paid attention 
when the Seattle Seahawks 
linked arms and made a 
video about unity. Or when 
Cam Newton wore a T-shirt 
printed with a Martin Luther 
King Jr. quote, “Injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere.” Moments have 
been captured that show many 
athletes quietly protesting 
an important issue. It just so 
happens that Kaepernick’s 
created more of a stir. 

The amplification of 
his actions now have 
consequences. You can 
hate the guy for voicing his 
opinion but you can’t hate the 
guy for being right. There are 
problems in America that run 
deeper than kneeling during 
the national anthem. As for 
Kaepernick, he now has a 
microphone that he probably 
never expected to have but 
is hopefully wise enough to 
make the most of it.

thin line for many between 
play and abuse. Again, we 
can not reiterate enough that 
consent is what makes healthy 
dom/sub relationships tick. 
Without consent, nearly any-
thing counts as abuse or co-
ercion. Make sure to sit down 
with your partner(s) and talk 
about what you are and are 
not willing to do. 

In the end, communica-
tion is key. Before you begin 
this kind of relationship, dis-
cuss boundaries, agree on a 
safe word, and always ask and 
reiterate consent as the act 
continues. Never set out to 
injure a partner maliciously, 
and have fun! 

THE SIMPLE THINGS

Comic by Jonathon Yee 

You can hate the guy 
for voicing his opin-
ion, but you cannot 
hate the guy for be-
ing right. There are 
problems in America 
that run deeper than 
kneeling during the 
national anthem.

“

“

James Sirio
Class of 2017

By JAMES SIRIO
Contributing Writer
sirioj@allegheny.edu

Bedroom, bondage and boundaries

What Colin Kaepernick has really started in America
Aftermath and consequences of  his first national anthem protest

By REPROCO
Columnist
marienz@allegheny.edu
mcclains@allegheny.edu

An introduction to dominants and submissives

Just The Tips: On a biweekly basis, the student organization Reproductive Health 
Coalition of Allegheny College writes a column to advise fellow 

students on practices for safe and responsible sex lives.

Before you begin 
this kind of relation-
sip, discuss boundar-
ies, agree on a safe 
word and always ask 
and reiterate consent 
as the act continues.

“

“

ReproCo
Columnist
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Students gathered in the 
campus center Thursday, 
Oct. 27, for an information-
al session on the 2017 “Ber-
lin to Warsaw” Experiential 
Learning Seminar, led by Eric 
Boynton, department chair 
of philosophy and religious 
studies. The session came 
just days before the deadline 
for applying to attend the EL 
Seminar, Nov. 1.

Every summer, Allegheny 
College’s office of Internation-
al Education offers students 
a chance to study abroad. EL 
Seminars send students to dif-
ferent regions and countries 
for two to three weeks. Over 
the summer of 2017, five EL 
Seminars will be offered. 

Through EL Seminars, stu-
dents will be able to travel to 
Cuba, Greece, Italy, or Ger-
many and Poland. A depart-
mental seminar to the Great 
Lakes, based on the maritime 
history of the historic U.S. 
Brig Niagara, will also be of-
fered by Allegheny’s history 
department. An EL Seminar 

German house hosts Oktoberfest

is the equivalent of a two- or 
four-credit course at Allegh-
eny. 

Each seminar is led by 
at least one faculty member 
who plans the trip around a 
central, often interdisciplin-
ary theme. For example, this 
year’s course, “CUBA: Revo-
lutionary Products,” combines 
history and political science. 

The prices of EL seminars 
vary by location and itiner-
ary. According to some stu-
dents who have participated, 
price can be a determining 
factor of whether a student 
signs up to go. This summer’s 
seminars cost between $2,500 
and $5,650, with the Nicara-
gua seminar being the least 
expensive and the “Berlin to 
Warsaw” seminar being the 
most expensive. 

Claire Pickhardt, ’17, went 
on the EL seminar to Italy in 
2015 and said that the sem-
inar was worth the expense. 
Students typically spend more 
on studying abroad than on 
EL Seminars, according to 
Pickhardt.

“The cost of going back 
and forth is small comparing 
to how much experience you 

get [from EL Seminars],” said 
Pickhardt. “I went for cooking 
classes and wine tours. More-
over, you get credit for it.”

Jenny Kawata, director of 
the International Education 
Office, detailed how the price 
for each seminar is consid-
ered.

“We have to consider 
the tuition fees, flight costs, 
in-country expenses such as 
housing, excursions, trans-
portation, meals if they are 
included, international travel 
insurance and shuttle expens-
es back and forth,” said Kawa-
ta. “It is not a money-maker 
nor a profit-maker. It is sim-
ply the cost to coordinate the 
program. This year’s prices are 
lower than some of the prices 
from last year’s programs. We 
are trying to keep the cost at 
a range that is affordable for 
students.”

According to Kawata, the 
process of setting up an EL 
Seminar takes up to a year and 
a half in advance. The pro-
gram proposal request goes 
out to faculty and administra-
tors every year in January and 
is due in February. 

Proposals are then re-

viewed by the Study Away and 
Campus Internationalization 
Committee. The committee is 
comprised of faculty, staff and 
administrators. 

Once approved, Kawata 
and the faculty leader solid-
ify the proposed itinerary by 
making living arrangements 
and price estimations for the 
seminars. During the fall se-
mester, the seminars are an-
nounced to the community. 

Students receive an Allegh-
eny grade from the faculty 
member running the seminar 
upon successful completion 
of the course. Each seminar 
has different expectations for 
grading.

“Our requirements include 
participation, a number of 
readings and seminars in the 
spring in getting ready for the 
trip,” said Mark Cosdon, the 
faculty leader of the 2017 Ita-
ly EL Seminar. “When we are 
in Italy, we have a handful of 
class sessions with common 
readings to build up some un-
derstanding and awareness of 
what we are seeing and what 
we are thinking about as we 
travel.”

Besides the EL seminars, 

the Office of International Ed-
ucation also offers off-campus 
studies. According to some 
students, the seminars serve 
as a starting point and an al-
ternative choice for those who 
have never traveled abroad or 
are not able to study abroad 
due to other commitments. 

“It was a perfect little short 
trip. As I am a computer sci-
ence major, it is hard to study 
abroad for me, due to the re-
quirements,” said Pickhardt. 
“I also don’t want to miss out 
on anything on campus.”

The EL course offers a 
hands-on experience that a 
student will not get without 
traveling abroad. The sem-
inars aim to link rigorous 
liberal arts studies to global 
realities, and demonstrate the 
significance of the courses of 
study at Allegheny. 

Eric Boynton, faculty lead-
er of the 2017 “Berlin to War-
saw” EL Seminar, said that the 
seminars are not just tourism 
opportunities. They challenge 
students to engage with what 
they are seeing in the context 
of their studies. 

“You can talk about and see 
images of ... Berlin. But if you 

are going to talk about a me-
morial site as a way of evoking 
memory, you have to go to the 
site in Berlin, be around the 
monument and in proximi-
ty to it, and you have to hear 
scholars talk about it maybe 
even on-site. The whole expe-
rience is a way that the course 
becomes something more 
than it would otherwise,” said 
Boynton. 

Caroline Grace Pacey, ’19, 
plans to apply for the EL Sem-
inar “Berlin to Warsaw.” 

“I plan to major in German 
and English with a minor in 
history, so by going to mon-
uments and museums and 
learning about the Holocaust, 
it would be helpful toward my 
academic goal.” 

None of the seminars have 
pre-requisite classes, but some 
seminars recommend taking 
language classes before en-
rolling. All seminars require 
permission from the instruc-
tor leading the course. More 
information can be found 
on the Experiential Learning 
Seminars page on the college’s 
website.

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED BY TRAVIS NEWTON
The German house celebrates Oktoberfest, a 16 to 18 day folk festival held in Munich, Bavaria, a province of Germany. The events were hosted in the North Village Building C 

Lobby on the evening of Sunday, October 23, 2016. Oktoberfest is traditionally held in late September, lasting into early October.

Top Left: Tessa Lutterman, ’19, and Rene Benoit, ’20, enjoy Bavarian pretzels prepared by the German house for the night’s events. 

Top Right: Members of the German house demonstrate the “Schuhplattler,” a traditonal Bavarian dance over a century old.

Bottom Left: Carolin Balloff, ’18, and Claudia Peters, from Parkhurst Catering, make German apple cider for Oktoberfest participants.

Bottom Right: Jess Cooper, ’19, opens her prize for winning the “Schuhplattler” dance-off: a shirt featuring a dirndl, a traditional German dress.

By SHU YI TANG
Web Manager
tangs@allegheny.edu

“Berlin to Warsaw” to take students to Europe
Experiential Learning Seminars continue to offer experiences abroad
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Farewell to Gator Day:

By MAX COPELAND

Contributing Writer
copelandm@allegheny.edu

Tanya Cabrera, associate 
director for equity and in-
clusion at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago and chair 
of the Illinois Dream Fund, 
spoke in the Henderson Cam-
pus Center on Friday, Oct. 
21. Union Latinx sponsored 
Cabrera’s talk as part of His-
panic Heritage Month. In her 
talk she discussed the many 
difficulties that Latino com-
munities face, such as mental 
health issues, their societal 
status and how society per-
ceives their contribution to 
the economy. Her main focus 
however, was about her work 
with undocumented students. 

According to the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin’s Inter-
national web page, “typically, 
undocumented immigrants 
have entered the U.S. without 
inspection or legal permission 
or through the use of false pa-
pers. Being undocumented 
can also refer to a person with 
expired paperwork or a per-
son in deportation proceed-
ings. Undocumented students 
are often brought to the U.S. 
by their parents at very young 
ages, have completed most of 
their schooling in this coun-
try, and find out about their 
lack of legal status when they 
are in high school. Not hav-
ing a social security number 
is one potential sign of being 
undocumented.”

Cabrera put a personal 
twist on her talk and made 
the effort to walk around the 
room and personally intro-
duce herself to everyone in at-
tendance, shaking their hand 
and asking them where they 
were from. 

During her talk, Cabre-
ra emphasized the role her 
father played in her life. His 
work as an activist influenced 
her career, and although he 
died when she was 10 years 
old, he left her with a motto 
that she has continued to live 
her life by. 

“We are all on borrowed 
time. What we do with our 
time here impacts genera-
tions,” said Cabrera. “What I 
do has an impact on the next 
generation. I wanna leave 
the world a better place than 
when I saw it.” 

Cabrera said that one of 
the biggest issues she faces in 
her work with immigration, is 
holding people accountable.

“It is important to know 
your worth, not give up on 
your values and knowing 
your seat at the table so you 
can be the voice for anyone 
that is not there,” said Cabre-
ra. “I think that we have to 
hold people accountable for 
what they do. If I mess up, 
I expect people to hold me 
accountable, and I also hold 
other people accountable.”

In her talk, Cabrera said 
that a lot of talk is about com-
prehensive immigration re-
form, but she believes what 
is really important is amnesty 
and a pathway to citizenship. 

“We need to be a driving 
force in saying that this is a 
community that exists and is 

With vibrant colors, clever 
humor and beautiful songs, 
The Academy Theatre in 
Meadville wrapped up its 
three-week run of “The Wiz-
ard of Oz” this past weekend 
on Sunday, Oct. 23. “The Wiz-
ard of Oz” marks Sue Wentz’s 
eighth time acting as director 
for The Academy Theatre, 
and her experience is evident. 
Working with her husband, 
Kerry Wentz, who designed 
the sets, Sue brought fresh 
ideas to a story that has been 
retold a thousand times.  

The performance opened 
on Friday, Oct. 7 and ran until 
Sunday, Oct. 23. Even in the 
last weekend of their run, the 
energy in the theater was pal-
pable, as the actors drew the 
audience into the play time 
and time again. The small 
size of the theater allowed for 
an intimate environment, at 
times letting the audience feel 
as if the actors were interact-
ing directly with them.

 “The Wizard of Oz” fol-
lows teenaged Dorothy Gale, 
who is swept from Kansas to 
Oz with her dog Toto. Trav-
eling through Oz in search of 
the Wizard, Dorothy meets 
and befriends a unique group. 
The Scarecrow, who is miss-
ing a brain, the Tinman, who 
is in need of a heart and the 
Lion, who wants courage, all 
join Dorothy in her journey. 
The Wicked Witch stalks the 

heroes throughout Oz as she 
schemes to steal Dorothy’s 
powerful ruby slippers.

Grove City High School 
Junior Sydney Adams did a 
fantastic job as Dorothy. She 
drew the audience’s sympa-
thy as she faced obstacles 
from losing her beloved dog 
to wandering lost in a for-
eign world. Adams’s voice was 
quiet but pleasant, and she 
beautifully performed “Some-
where Over the Rainbow.”

Mary Lee Ross’s perfor-
mance as the Wicked Witch 
was entertaining, as she mas-
tered the Witch’s infamous 
cackle and piercing tone. Josh 
Lapping and Libby Hornstein 
shined as the Scarecrow and 
Glinda, respectively. Lap-
ping’s voice slid smoothly 
over his solo “If Only I had 
a Brain,” and his chemistry 
with Adams’s Dorothy added 
an interesting dimension to 
the musical. Although Horn-
stein’s singing parts were lim-
ited, her beautifully distinct 
voice was one of the most im-
pressive in the show.

The two stars of the show 
were, undoubtedly, the Lion 

By LAUREN TRIMBER

Contributing Writer 
trimberl@allegheny.edu

Young talent shines on stage

The Academy Theatre presents the ‘Wizard of  Oz’

and Toto. Jonny Rick, a fre-
quent performer in The Acad-
emy Theatre, played the Lion 
with charm and perfect co-
medic timing. His clever and 
sometimes improvised jokes 
were made perfect with his 
delivery. He flawlessly em-
bodied the lovable and ador-
ably, cowardly lion.

Waddles, the Yorkie-Pom 
mix who played Toto, stole 
the show with his excite-
ment and energy. Quiet and 
well-behaved, Waddles at 
times seemed as engrossed in 

the show as the audience.
“Ding Dong the Witch is 

Dead,” the first musical num-
ber performed in Oz, was one 
of the best in the show. Giving 
the audience their first peek 
into Oz, the number was full 
of energetic choreography 
and beautiful singing. High-
ly entertaining, “Ding Dong” 
prepared the audience for 
their trip through Oz.

To differentiate between 
the colorful Oz and mono-
chromatic Kansas, the cos-
tumes and sets for Kansas 
were cleverly designed as 
black and white, giving the 
impression of a drab, unimag-
inative world. Dorothy’s clas-
sic blue and white checkers 
were exchanged for a brown 
and white dress, and the 
backdrop was painted in gray, 
brown, and white colors. The 
dull depiction of Kansas lent 
more beauty to Oz, with its 
sparkling art work, brilliantly 
colored set pieces and gor-
geous costumes, all popping 
against a bright backdrop.  

While there were a few 
problems in the performance, 
such as a slight malfunction 
with the wires, causing the 
Wicked Witch to fly off stage 
only to reappear again a few 
seconds later, “The Wizard 
of Oz” was a highly enjoyable 
and wonderfully performed 
musical. Sue Wentz made 
great use of her small cast, 
giving audiences a captivating 
trip to the magical land of Oz. 

To my fellow Gators,

To all the juniors, sophomores, freshmen and high school babies who have not yet made it to Alleghe-
ny, I want to take a moment to wish you my deepest condolences. You shall never again—or worse, never 
ever—experience the joy of Gator Day. Your semesters shall be a monotonous compilation of Monday to 
Friday weeks without even the slightest chance for a random Tuesday off. The words “Gator Day Eve” shall 
be nothing more than myth and legend as you work tirelessly, and you will have to seek out information 
about jobs, internships and how to dress for success by yourself. You will have to pay attention to My Al-
legheny and take time out of your own schedules to attend workshops and speeches. 
 

From the bottom of my heart, I grieve for you, and all future Gator Days that will never be.
 
 Sincerely, 
  Still in mourning. 

BRITTANY ADAMS/THE CAMPUS

Above: Professor of English James Bulman and Associate Professor of Communication Arts Ishita Sinha Roy par-
ticipate in the WQLN Collegiate Challenge where National Public Radio does live broadcasts from local colleges 
and universities to raise money for the radio station. Students, faculty, staff and President James Mullen came 
and talked to on-air personalities about Allegheny College. College staff and administrators answer phones while 
students take people’s pledges. Whoever raises the most money out of the participating colleges and universities 
wins a trophy and bragging rights for a year.  

Sue Wentz made 

great use of her small 

cast, giving audienc-

es a captivating trip 

to the magical land 

of Oz. 

“

“

Lauren Trimber

Class of 2020

Contributed by tharunka.arc.unsw.edu.au

not going anywhere,” Cabrera 
said. “We have to stop sepa-
rating families.”

Carina Saltivar, ’19, is from 
Santa Ana, California and is 
the historian of Union Lat-
inx. She said she learned a lot 
from the talk about additional 
repercussions that come with 
immigration problems. 

“If you [are classified as] an 
international student … actu-
ally later on that becomes a 
problem, when you’re looking 
for a job,” Saltivar said. 

One of the major points 
that Maria Pineda, ’18, found 
surprising was how Alleghe-
ny—along with many other 
colleges—labels their undoc-
umented students as interna-
tional even though they have 
lived in America most of their 
lives, according to Cabrera. 

Pineda is currently serv-
ing as vice president of Union 
Latinx, and is an undocu-
mented student raised in 
California. She was born in 
Mexico, so she is categorized 
as an international student 
at Allegheny. She said that 
being an undocumented stu-
dent, and learning that she is 
classified as an international 
student, is a constant weight 
on her mind, particularly be-
cause being classified as an 
international student has the 
potential to affect her ability 
to get a job after graduation. 

“I learned that at Alleghe-
ny College, we label students 
international when they’ve 
lived in the states most of 
their life, so that turns into an 
issue later in their lives, about 
eventually pursuing citizen-
ship,” Pineda said. 

Pineda is a student from 
the Nicholas Academic Cen-
ter in Santa Ana, California. 
According to its website, the 
Nicholas Academic Center 
is an after-school tutoring 
program that was created to 
help underserved high school 
students reach their academ-
ic and social potential. This 
program focuses on building 
life skills for students and pre-
pares them for college. Rosa 
Diaz, ’04, director for the 
Nicholas Academic Center, 
and Jack Mandel, ’58, chair-
man of the board, are both 
alumni of Allegheny College. 

Although not part of the 
Nicholas Academic Center, 
Cabrera’s work focuses on 
trying to get undocumented 
students into college. She said 
that it is important for people 
to never settle or change their 
values. She emphasized the 
importance of persistence but 
also the need to keep an open 
mind. 

“You have (sic) to pay at-
tention to know both sides 
of the story. Even though I 
am for immigration, I also 
have to understand what the 
Republican party is talking 
about [and what they are 
saying about immigration re-
form] … and understand why 
they are talking this way, or 
why they feel this way,” Cabre-
ra said. “I don’t have to agree 
with them, but again, if you’re 
not angry you’re not paying 
attention.”

Graduates of 2017: The Registrar’s Office in 
Bentley Hall will publish and post a tentative Jan-
uary and May graduation list Monday, Oct. 17, 
through Thursday, Dec. 1. All seniors are re-
sponsible for making sure their names are on the 
tentative list.  You may stop in the office on the sec-
ond floor of Bentley Hall from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. to 

confirm that your name is listed.

Union Latinx 

hosts talk on 

immigration
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Like most people watching 
TV, when last week’s “South 
Park”  episode aired Wednes-
day, Oct. 26, at 10 p.m., I was 
watching our country’s most 
recent presidential debate in-
stead. And like most people 
watching the debate, I was not 
watching because I was not 
sure who I was voting for; I 
was watching mostly for the 
potential of spectacle, and 
maybe a little bit to cheer my 
candidate on. 

While the debate was not 
as surreal as the town hall it-
eration, I still saw—on live 
TV—a presidential candidate 
express doubt over whether 
he wouldd accept the out-
come of the election. I also 
heard the same candidate use 
the word “bigly” and call the 
opposition a “nasty woman.”

If I had been watching 
the new “South Park”  epi-
sode—the fifth this season—I 
would have seen takes on 
both Trump’s sexism and his 
assertion that the election is 
“rigged.” The episode plays 
Trump’s sexism as an inten-
tional and successful way of 
tanking the election. 

Previous episodes have 
shown Mr. Garrison, who 
has been the Trump surro-
gate since last season, failing 
to make gaffes bad enough 
to sway voters against him. 
This time the gaffes do their 
job, and the election being 
“rigged” is Mr. Garrison’s 
excuse for his incompe-
tence.  His supporters, unlike 
Trump’s base, do not accept 
his excuse, and send Mr. Gar-
rison running back to “South 
Park.” Watching it the morn-
ing after the debate, I realized 
the reaction of Garrison’s 
constituency makes the world 
of “South Park”  a little saner 
than our own.  

This provokes the ques-
tion, of course, whether or 
not Trump can really be sat-
irized in a way that provokes 
our thoughts and feelings 
more than reality does. The 
answer is probably not, but 
“South Park”  is making a 
better attempt than most, and 
the twentieth season is worth 
watching. Unlike the self-con-
gratulating satire exemplified 
by Andy Borowitz’s columns 
and found everywhere else, 
“South Park”  manages to re-
flect at least some of the disil-
lusionment inflicted on us by 
this election cycle.

After escaping his support-
ers Mr. Garrison finds himself 
attempting to teach his fourth 
grade class again, in a scene 
that is an amusing reminder 
of just how far “South Park”  
has gone to place its charac-
ters in the world outside of 
the town. It is one of the many 
side effects of the series’s reli-
ance on continuity.

Last season there seemed 
to be a critical consensus that 
the continuity was a good way 
to reinvigorate a TV show 19 
seasons in, but that it also led 
to some weaker, plot-heavy 
episodes that were too expan-
sive to be sharp satire, and too 
concerned with the outside 
world to take advantage of the 
show’s characters.

As someone who has 
grown up with “South Park,” 
I missed the way satire came 

out of the lives of fourth grade 
boys in a more organic way, 
and missed episodes when 
the show wasn’t a satire at all. 
For the most part in previous 
seasons, the outside world 
would come to “South Park”  
or it wouldn’t come at all, and 
the show would fall back on 
its foundation—really good, 
character-driven absurd com-
edy. Of course that was not 
always the case, as the boys 
have had their hand in at least 
a few global catastrophes, but 
“South Park”  had never tried 
to be mirror to our world in 
such a direct way before last 
season. Since then the town 
has been the center of the 
world.  

Fortunately there is a 
smart counter to the idea that 
“South Park”  cannot outdo 
reality, and that this format 
would only worsen that weak-
ness: if there was a time when 
a ridiculous, globe-spanning 
conspiracy plot made sense 
for “South Park,” that time 
would be now. The weird 
enormity of the plot seems 
more suited to an America 
that, especially on a mac-
ro-level, feels profoundly out 
of balance. Sometimes the 
format seems too off-kilter, 
but it also has allowed for the 
show to connect cultural phe-
nomena in surprising ways.  
I’ll reserve judgement on 
blaming J.J. Abrams for Don-
ald Trump, but I look forward 
to watching it play out.  

Whatever you feel about 
the show’s format, “South 
Park” has managed to fit in 
some close-to-home mo-
ments that still add to the sat-
ire, and they remain the best 
moments of the show. Among 
them is a scene built on an 
earlier episode’s commen-
tary on the national anthem. 
I do not want to spoil it, but 
it involves Butters leading the 
boys in an extreme display of 
men’s rights activism. In an-
other highlight, the boys bru-
tally destroy all of Cartman’s 
electronics, effectively taking 
him off social media and ef-
fectively killing Cartman as 
we know him.

Since that early episode, 
Cartman has found a girl-
friend and become complete-
ly soft, a parody of insular 
liberalism amid the chaos. 
Among all of this season’s 
more political points, I am 
most interested in seeing the 
old Eric Cartman, one of the 
best characters in TV history, 
get resurrected.

That being said, if Trump 
somehow wins this election, 
I trust “South Park’s” cultural 
intelligence enough that the 
following episode might be 
the only thing I look forward 
to in the next week. 

By BRAD BARONNER
Contributing Writer
baronnerb@allegheny.edu

‘South Park’ slips 
into the surreal
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Wednesday, Nov. 4

7 p.m. - 10 p.m. CC Lobby• •

• 7 p.m. - 8 p.m. •

Sugar skulls, pan de muerto, hot chocolate, 
story telling and a Catrinas concert as part of 
the Dia de los Muertos Preparation hosted by 
Union Latinx and the Spanish department. 

Open tab and a moment of prayer to celebrate loved 
ones as part of the Dias de los Muertos Celebration. 

GFC

Baby, don’t pull me ‘Closer’
Chainsmokers video is final nail in coffin

Andrew Taggart and 
Halsey bring the lyrics to the 
hit song, “Closer,” to life in 
a music video loaded with 
steamy kisses and a lack of 
clothing. The song focuses on 
a couple who broke up and 
are now reunited after years of 
being apart. The video show-
cases the dramatic reunion in 
an uneventful and overdone 
series of flashbacks. 

After months of waiting, 
fans are finally able to watch 
the lyrics come to life after 
the Chainsmokers tweeted a 
sneak peek of the video from 
their account on Monday, 
Oct. 24. 

“It doesn’t get much closer 
than this,” read the tweet.

It may not get closer than 
this, but it could have gotten 
more creative. The “Closer” 
music video gives viewers a 
close-up of Halsey and Tag-
gart’s mattress makeouts. 

“Closer” was released on 
July 29 by Disruptor and Co-
lumbia Records. In the United 
States, the song became The 
Chainsmokers’ and Halsey’s 
first number one single on 
the “Billboard Hot 100” and 
has continued to hold its first 
place status for 10 consecutive 
weeks. The music video views 
are already skyrocketing on 
YouTube since its release.

“Closer” was the anthem to 
the summer. It is still played 
through speakers months af-
ter its original release. I was 
one of the many people who 

By MARLEY PARISH
Features Editor
parishm@allegheny.edu

danced to the song, blasted 
it on road trips and listened 
to the track while studying; 
however, I think it is time for 
“Closer” to be put on the back 
burner. 

The Chainsmokers an-
nounced that their new ex-
tended-play, “Collage,” will 
be released  on Nov. 4, but 
the “Closer” music video is 
sure to hold fans over with its 
seductive embraces, unorigi-
nal scenes and an obnoxious 
amount of glances between 
two former lovers in a hotel 
bar. 

The video opens with Tag-
gart and Halsey predictably 
standing in a crowded bar. 
Halsey is wearing a fabu-
lously dramatic sheer black 
shirt with a diamond state-
ment necklace as her former 
boyfriend looks on. The two 
make eye contact and share a 
moment almost as if it was a 
scene right out of a movie. 

The video cuts to a flash-
back of Taggart’s and Halsey’s 
relationship when they were 
still together. The two are ly-
ing in a dingy bedroom on a 
mattress I assume to be stolen 
from Halsey’s Boulder room-
mate.

Viewers do not get a 
glimpse of the backseat of the 
Rover that both Halsey and 
Taggart can most definitely 
afford, but they get an accu-
rate reenactment as the lyrics 
are acted out directly in front 
of viewers. For once, the per-
formance actually matches 
the words, but a boring and 
painfully predictable music 

video is the end result.
The video does not offer 

room for interpretation or 
controversial themes. It is yet 
another song about a couple’s 
overly-dramatic backstory. 

The video ends with 
Halsey leaving the bar only to 
have Taggart chase after her in 
a dramatic exit from the bar 
and they end with yet anoth-
er meaningful gaze into each 
other’s eyes, an over-the-top 
and unrealistic conclusion.

“Closer” is nowhere near 
as symbolic as Sia’s famously 
controversial and catchy mu-
sic videos “Elastic Heart” or 
“Chandelier.” This music vid-
eo is nothing new. Although 
the song is still catchy and 
remains popular even months 
after its release, a music video 
was unnecessary. I think fans 
would have been okay with 

just waiting a week for the re-
lease of “Collage.” 

Although their interac-
tions are steamy and seduc-
tive, the video is nothing new 
to the music industry. “Clos-
er” has been played to death at 
parties, in the car and quoted 
in people’s Instagram cap-
tions. The music video is just 
the final nail in the coffin.

I had high expectations for 
this music video, but it only 
broke my heart. I can stop 
listening to “Closer,” and I 
might have to move to a city 
in a broke-down car to get 
away from watching the mu-
sic video. It does not look like 
the song will be going away 
anytime soon, but I am sure in 
four years I will hear it while 
looking pretty in a hotel bar 
and fall in love with the hit all 
over again.

Contibuted by neontommy.com

Contributed by soundcloud.com

If Trump somehow 
wins this election, I 
trust “South Park’s” 
cultural intelligence 
enough that the fol-
lowing episode might 
be the only thing I 
look forward to in the 
next week.

“

“

Brad Baronner
Class of 2017

Graphic by Meaghan Wilby. Image contributed by  Dionicio Terrones at Deviant Art
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By ALEX HOLMES
Sports Editor
holmesa2@allegheny.edu

Men's   Soccer   Celebrates   Senior   Class

Swimming and diving teams stay positive for season

Team closes out home competition with 4-0 win over Wooster

By ALEX HOLMES
Sports Editor
holmesa2@allegheny.edu

Though the men’s and 
women’s swimming and 
diving teams opened their 
2016-17 seasons with losses 
to Grove City College, both 
Allegheny teams were happy 
with their performance. 

“We had a pretty solid first 
meet,” said women’s team cap-
tain Megan Feeney, ’17. “We’re 
still getting used to getting up 
and racing, but all-in-all the 
team came together, which 
was really good. We had some 
outstanding swims from our 
first years, and it’s great seeing 
them get up for each other.”

Feeney finished first in the 
100 yard fly with a time of 
1:03.41, and third in both the 
200 yard fly at 2:22.51 and 200 
yard backstroke at 2:18.50. 

“A lot of people were doing 
events they haven’t done in 
a long time or doing events 
for the first time. Everything 
went well, nobody got dis-
qualified, so we did a good 
job of getting into the rhythm 

of competing and traveling,” 
said men’s team captain Jack 
Bailey, ’17. 

Bailey finished first in the 
50 free at 21.17 and the 100 
free at 48.05, along with com-
peting in the 200-free relay, 
which placed first with a time 
of 1:28.34.  He also competed 
in the 200 medley that came 
in second at 1:37.34. Follow-
ing the meet against Grove 
City, Bailey was named Gator 
Male Athlete of the Week and 
NCAC Swimmer of the Week 
by CollegeSwimming.com. 

“It was the first time to test 
ourselves this year, and that’s 
always fun,” said Head Coach 
Kirk Kumbier. “I think they 
had a chance to challenge 
themselves in events that they 
should be swimming and a 
couple people trying new 
events to see if it’ll be the right 
spot this year, or knowing 
they’ll be in different events 
this season.”

Kumbier added that the 
first meet gives the team an 
opportunity to gauge where 
they are at and where they 
need to put more work in. 

This year, the team has 16 
first-years—eight men and 
eight women. 

“From the team perspec-
tive, having a larger team 
is always fun. We can see it 
on deck when we stand and 
watch practices. You can hear 
it when you’re coaching and 
it’s fun to see the lanes full,” 
Kumbier said. “Sometimes 
that can be a challenge for the 
swimmers, running into each 
other, but we break up a cou-
ple practices a week and give 
them options. I commend 
the upperclassmen and the 
team as a whole for push-
ing through that and we, as 
coaches, have fun when we 
see that effort.” 

Feeney said having a larger 
team will increase competi-
tion with other teams in dual 
meets and NCAC champion-
ships. 

“Getting through the first 
five weeks is always the hard-
est,” Feeney said. “We’re all 
trying to get to know each 
other, figure out everyone’s 
strokes and tendencies, and 
find the best way to connect 

with each other. But we’re past 
that, and we’ve built our base, 
and now we can have fun with 
it.”

As the team settles into the 
season, Kumbier is looking 
to have each athlete improve 
through the season. 

 “It would be great to shoot 
for everybody to have lifetime 
bests. That is always a theme 
that we have—we want ev-
eryone to improve every year. 
We want the team to continue 
growing, which comes on the 

recruiting side. We’ve been 
getting stronger together and 
it’s been a very positive at-
mosphere in general, which I 
think has been good for the 
team in terms of a shift in 
culture focused on hard work 
and academics.” 

Kumbier said he is proud 
of the team for their strong 
academics and that one of the 
team’s goals is always academ-
ics. 

“We want to place higher at 
conference. There’s a couple 
teams that have barely beat us 
for a couple years and I think 
with the bigger numbers we 
can beat them,” Bailey said. 
“I know the men’s team has 
been really close to a record 
for a couple years, so looking 
to break that record, which 
would be exciting. And I have 
done well in the 50 [freestyle] 
so far this year, and last year I 
got an NCAA B cut but wasn’t 
fast enough to compete at Na-
tionals, so I’m hoping to be 
able to compete in Nationals 
this year.”

Kumbier said the team 
wants to increase conference 

placement, but he is focusing 
on the process that will get the 
team to that point. 

“While we have outcome 
goals in mind, we want to 
help individuals and the team 
make it further and further 
each year and keep the big 
picture in mind as coaches,” 
Kumbier said. 

Feeney and Bailey agreed 
that the teams are excited for 
the season and looking ahead 
to future meets. 

“I’m looking forward to se-
nior year and enjoying it, tak-
ing each practice one at a time 
and soaking it all in, because 
come February, I’ll be retired,” 
Feeney said. 

The women will compete 
on Saturday, Oct. 29, at the 
Chatham Invitational at Cha-
tham University, and the men 
will travel to Case Western 
Reserve University to com-
pete against Case Western 
and Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity. 

We can see it on the 
deck when we stand 
and watch practic-
es. You can hear it 
when you’re coaching 
and it’s fun to see the 
lanes full. 

“

“

Kirk Kumbier
Swimming and Diving 

Head Coach 

The men’s soccer team rec-
ognized 12 seniors at their 
last home game of the sea-
son against the College of 
Wooster, finishing with a 4-0 
win. 

“That was the best I’ve seen 
us play in a very long time. 
The way we moved the ball 
and communicated was ex-
ceptional,” said defender Ja-
cob Hanko, ’17. “We played at 
a whole new level, and I think 
that it was for the seniors in 
our last home game.”

Fellow senior and goalie, 
Chris DeNelle, said the team’s 
effort as a whole led to their 

success and four goals. 
“It felt like everybody was 

there for the seniors. They 
knew it was our last game on 
Frank B. Fuhrer field and ev-
erybody wanted to send us off 
on a good note and that’s what 
happened,” DeNelle said.

Head Coach Angelo 
Panzetta said he was pleased 
with the team’s attack and 
how they stayed aggressive 
throughout the game. 

“It’s something we’ve been 
working on, and we had some 
good finishes last night. They 
really put it all together,” said 
Head Coach Angelo Panzetta. 
“Wooster is a good, physical, 
high-pressing team. We had 
to play quick, have a good 
first touch and play quick and 

early, and I think the guys did 
that and handled it well.”

 The team recognized their 
seniors during pregame warm 
ups as they walked through 
an arch at the midfield line. 

“We have a banquet in the 
spring and we do a bigger se-
nior recognition, but at the se-
nior game, they walk through 
the tunnel and they’re at the 
midfield line. And last night 
they all played and all had sig-
nificant play in the outcome, 
starting with [Nick Dias’] 
goal,” Panzetta said. 

Hanko said holding back 
emotions during the seniors’ 
last game was the hardest 
part. 

“We have one of the bigger 
classes that’s come through, 

and last year we only had 
three, so playing for the [12] 
of us was the hardest part,” 
Hanko said.

Panzetta said the big class 
has had a significant impact 
on the program, with 12 
athletes playing a combined 
number of 451 games. 

“Being such a big class, 
they’ve had a lot of influ-
ence which has been great,” 
Panzetta said. “A lot of hard 
work and sweat and getting 
us results, and setting a pretty 
good example off the field as 
well with some good leader-
ship.” 

Hanko and DeNelle said 
this season was a memorable 
one for the seniors since the 
team did well against tough 

competition in the confer-
ence. 

“A highlight was getting 
two goals against nation-
ally-ranked Kenyon when 
they’d only given up a few all 
year, and holding with them 
until the 73rd minute. And 
the other two conference 
wins were big this year, so it 
was a big year for the seniors,” 
DeNelle said. 

Hanko added that for him, 
every away game is a high-
light in his collegiate soccer 
career. 

“You go different places, 
some of them you only get to 
go to twice, and it’s fun seeing 
all the schools in our confer-
ence,” Hanko said. “I also got 
my only assist in my career 

this season. I just love playing 
with all my friends and people 
I’ve come to love over the past 
four years.”

The men will close out their 
2016 season on Saturday, Oct. 
29, at DePauw University. 

“Unfortunately we cannot 
make the playoffs, but De-
Pauw is fighting for a playoff 
spot, so I challenge the play-
ers. For us to get into that top 
four, we have to beat tough 
teams on the road,” Panzetta 
said. “So this is kind of like 
our playoff game, to see if 
we can beat a top-level team 
on the road on Saturday. We 
hope to have a good effort 
and hope the game will go our 
way, and that’ll carry into our 
offseason efforts.”

YUTONG WANG/THE CAMPUS

The men’s soccer team celebrates a win against The College of Wooster on Tuesday, Oct. 25, 2016. The Gators beat the Scots 4-0 in the last home match of the 2016 season. 

During pregame warm-ups on Tuesday, the team recognized their 12 departing seniors. 


