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Student arrested for alleged role in armed robbery 

Tyvonn Green, ’19, was 
arrested in Erie, Pennsylva-
nia on Sunday, Nov. 20, and 
charged with being party to 
an armed robbery of Gary’s 
Variety on Buffalo Road. The 
robbery took place earlier the 
same day at approximately 
10:10 a.m., according to the 
Erie Times-News. 

Erie City Police did not re-
spond to repeated phone calls 

By JOSEPH TINGLEY
News Editor
tingleyj@allegheny.edu

requesting comment over a 
three day period. 

The car which was used 
in the robbery was owned by 
Levi Lundell, ’17, who loaned 
the car to Green on Friday, 
Nov. 18. 

Lundell said Green had 
asked to borrow the car to vis-
it a friend who had been shot 
and was in a hospital in Erie. 
Lundell, a community advi-
sor for Crawford Hall, knew 
Green prior to loaning him 
his car. 

According to Lundell, 

Green often visited friends in 
Crawford. He said Green had 
borrowed his car once before 
to take someone into Mead-
ville and had returned the car 
quickly with a full tank of gas, 
so when Green asked to bor-
row it again, he saw no issue. 

“What he promised was to 
bring back the car immediate-
ly. I got a call from the detec-
tive instead,” Lundell said. 

Lundell said when Green 
did not return the car on Sat-
urday, he assumed that he had 
decided to stay longer in Erie. 

He said he tried to text and 
call Green, but received no 
answer. 

The car, Lundell said, was 
eventually returned to him 
just in time to drive home for 
Thanksgiving. The interior of 
the car smelled of marijuana 
and spit from chewing tobac-
co filled the ash trays and cov-
ered the floor, Lundell said. 
Lundell said there were also 
several mix CDs and some ar-
ticles of clothing. 

The detective told Lundell 
that a mask and several knives 

used in the robbery were re-
covered from vehicle and tak-
en into evidence. 

Director of Public Safety 
Ali Awadi said his office had 
been contacted by Erie Po-
lice following the recovery of 
Lundell’s vehicle. 

“They called us to try and 
get more information on the 
car,” Awadi said. 

Awadi said that beyond 
trying to obtain more infor-
mation about the vehicle, the 
police did not provide him 
with any additional informa-

tion regarding the incident. 
Lundell said following 

the robbery, several people, 
including three resident ad-
visers, told him that Green 
had been suspended from the 
college previously for stealing 
from his roommate. 

Dean of Students Kimber-
ly Ferguson declined to com-
ment on the claims. She said 
via email that the college is 
not permitted under Family 
Educational Rights and Priva-

International Dinner brings cuisines from 
around the world to Allegheny College

Car-sharing company replaces missing vehicle on campus

A new Zipcar vehicle ar-
rived on campus on Nov. 21, 
replacing a car that had been 
removed from the college by 
the company earlier in the 
month, according to Dean of 
Students Kimberly Ferguson.

Ferguson said one of the 
two vehicles provided by 
Zipcar had disappeared from 
campus around Nov. 1, and 
that she could not find out 
why the car was not in its des-
ignated parking spot between 
Reis and Baldwin Halls.

“I just started to ask ques-
tions and didn’t get a whole 
lot of answers,” Ferguson said.

Zipcar, according to Fer-
guson, told the college it 
would visit campus to inspect 
any damage that may have oc-

By ALEX WEIDENHOF
News Editor
weidenhofa@allegheny.edu

curred to the vehicle. Fergu-
son said the company already 
assigns a “fleet manager” who 
inspects the vehicles weekly. 

Zipcar Public Relations 
Specialist Katelyn Chesley 
said the decision to remove 
the vehicle from campus was 
in line with the company’s 
policies for replacing unavail-
able vehicles.

“When a Zipcar is un-
available for reservation due 
to unforeseen circumstances, 
we work as quickly as possible 
to replace it so that students, 
faculty and staff have access to 
wheels when they want them,” 
Chesley wrote in an email to 
The Campus.

The new car, Ferguson 
said, is the same model as the 
vehicle the company removed 
from campus. She said the ve-
hicle has the same monthly 
minimum guarantee to Zip-

car—that is, the minimum 
amount of money the compa-
ny will earn from the college. 
Zipcar will make a minimum 
of $1,500 from the vehicle 
each month. If the vehicle 
does not meet this minimum 
sum, Allegheny will pay the 
difference between the real 
and minimum revenue.

Ferguson said she worked 
to ensure that the vehicle’s un-
availability did not require the 
college to pay any extra mon-
ey to Zipcar.

“During that time, I’ve 
made sure that the institution 
will not be billed for the time 
that the car was gone,” Fergu-
son said.

Chesley said in an email to 
The Campus that the compa-
ny’s policy is to require only a 
portion of the monthly guar-
antee when vehicles are un-
available for use.

“Our general policy is to 
prorate usage during service 
interruptions,” Chesley wrote.

If a Zipcar vehicle were 
damaged by a driver, accord-
ing to Ferguson, the driver 
would be responsible for the 
damages. The contract drivers 
agree to upon signing up for 
Zipcar, available on the com-
pany’s website, details this re-
sponsibility.

“A Member is responsible 
for any and all damage that 
occurs to a Zipcar vehicle 
while in the Member’s posses-
sion or control, ... even if dam-
age is weather-related, caused 
by a third party or arises from 
similar causes, and is respon-
sible for the full value of any 
damages or injuries caused to 
third parties or their proper-
ty,” the contract reads.

Zipcar’s responsibilities 
under the terms of its con-
tract with the college include 
the maintenance of the vehi-
cles it provides to Allegheny, 

according to Ferguson.
“Those are not pieces that 

we have to manage, which 
is why we like the contract, 
because they’re responsible 
for the maintenance and the 
upkeep of the actual vehicle 
and the insurance is some-
thing that we thought would 
be enough to cover anything 
that happened for students,” 
Ferguson said.

Zipcar is just one way the 
college is attempting to in-
crease vehicle-sharing pro-
grams, according to Fergu-
son. She said Allegheny is 
attempting to create an easier 
way to obtain a Gator License, 
which is required to drive any 
of the vehicles in the college’s 
motor pool. The Campus re-
ported on Oct. 13, 2016, that 
the motor pool included eight 

See ZIPCAR   page 2
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College crime 
log fails to meet 
federal guidelines

Allegheny College’s daily 
crime log, which in accor-
dance with federal guidelines 
is supposed to include crimes 
which have occurred in the 
last 60 days, has not fully 
complied with these guide-
lines  regarding the timeline 
of adding crimes to the log.

Colleges with a security 
department, according to the 
2016 edition of The Hand-
book for Campus Safety and 
Security Reporting, available 
on the U.S. Department of 
Education’s website, have a 
limited amount of time to add 
newly reported crimes to the 
daily crime log, which is man-
dated by the Clery Act.

“A crime must be entered 
into the log within two busi-
ness days of when it was re-
ported to the campus police 
or security department,” the 
handbook says. “This in-
cludes crimes that are report-
ed directly to the campus po-
lice or security department, as 
well as crimes that are initially 

By ALEX WEIDENHOF
News Editor
weidenhofa@allegheny.edu

reported to another campus 
security authority or to a lo-
cal law enforcement agency, 
which subsequently reports 
them to the campus police or 
security department.”

The daily crime log must 
include a wider range of 
crimes than the annual Clery 
Report, which requires col-
leges to report the number of 
specific crimes—murder, sex 

See CRIME    page 3

TYLER STIGALL/THE CAMPUS
Hamza Masaeed, ’20, explains the food offerings to President James Mullen at the Egyptian table of the Internation-
al Foods Dinner on Nov. 20, 2016, in Schultz Banquet Hall. The event was organized by Allegheny’s International 
Club and was designed to showcase cuisine and culture from around the world. This year’s theme was bazaar, and 
the event included performances such as international dances and songs. 

See INTERNATIONAL DINNER    page 5

A crime must be en-
tered into the log 
within two business 
days of when it was 
reported to the cam-
pus police or security 
department.

“

“

The Handbook for 
Campus Safety and 
Security Reporting, 
2016 Edition

When a Zipcar is un-
available for reser-
vation due to unfore-
seen circumstances, 
we work as quickly as 
possible to replace it 
so that students, fac-
ulty and staff have 
access to wheels 
when they want them.

“

“

Katelyn Chesley
Zipcar Public Relations 
Specialist
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MOSAIC

Want to be a middle or high school teacher?

ADVERTISEMENT

JOSEPH TINGLEY/THE CAMPUS
Darnell Epps, associate director of the Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, Access and Social 
Justice Center and Director justin adkins address Allegheny Student Government on 
Tuesday, Nov. 29, 2016. 

IDEAS Center directors address student government 

Allegheny Student Gov-
ernment hosted two guest 
speakers at its general assem-
bly on Tuesday, Nov. 29, both 
representing the Inclusion, 
Diversity, Equity, Access and 
Social Justice Center. 

Associate Dean of the 
College and Director of the 
IDEAS Center justin adkins 
and Associate Director Dar-
nell Epps both addressed ASG 

to discuss the center and its 
upcoming programs. 

Epps, who before moving 
to his position in the IDEAS 
Center, worked in the Office 
of Admissions as a coordina-
tor for multicultural recruit-
ment, said he transitioned to 
the new position because he 
felt like he lost track of stu-
dents after recruiting them for 
Allegheny. He said he hoped 
the new position would allow 
him to build more of a rela-
tionship with students. 

“I get to work with stu-

dents here on the ground lev-
el,” Epps said. “I get to know 
[students] as people.” 

The IDEAS Center, adkins 
said, is meant to be a place 
where Allegheny students, no 
matter their background, can 
come together and engage 
in dialogue about issues that 
affect the student body as a 
whole. 

While explaining the goals 
of the IDEAS Center, adkins 
said the center was original-
ly known as the Center for 
Intercultural Advancement 

and Student Success. He said 
he and Epps hope to build on 
the work CIASS did, but said 
rebranding the center was a 
necessity. 

“The work CIASS was do-
ing was great, but it was the 
worst acronym ever,” adkins 
said. 

As part of their efforts to 
assist students facing finan-
cial difficulties, adkins said 
the center is beginning a new 
program called the Mutual 
Aid Closet. The closet, adkins 
said, will be filled with ev-
erything from basic hygiene 
products like deodorant to 
snow boots and coats. 

“It is really this idea of 
us all coming together and 
working together to make 
sure all students and all of us 
are successful,” adkins said. 

Students would be able to 
access the closet by speaking 
with a staff member in the 
IDEAS Center, adkins said, 
which is located on the third 
floor of the campus center. He 
said the project was motivated 
by his own and others experi-
ences of needing assistance in 
getting through college. 

“A lot of us had experi-
ences of people working with 
us too and helping us get 
through college, so we want-
ed to do the same thing for all 
of you,” adkins said.  

Epps said he has already 
had several students approach 
him looking for items from 
the closet. He said he hopes 
it is a resource that students 
in need will feel comfortable 
taking advantage of. 

“We are trying to remove 
the stigma. We were all helped 
out at one point,” Epps said.  

His goal as the new di-
rector, adkins said, is to pro-
vide students with more of a 
resource and a place where 

they feel comfortable spend-
ing their free time. The cen-
ter now hosts Late Late Night 
events from 7 to 9 p.m. on 
Wednesday nights, during 
which students can drop by 
the center, according to ad-
kins. 

While the late night events 
are meant to be a resource for 
students who are looking for 
a place where they feel safe, 
adkins said the center has also 
begun programming in col-
laboration with other groups. 
According to adkins, the cen-
ter has already hosted events 
with student organizations 
including Young Feminist 
Leadership Alliance, Student 
Alliance for Prison Reform 
and Allegheny Mock Trial. 

Epps said they are always 
looking for more programs 
to collaborate on, and he en-
couraged ASG members to 
submit ideas. He said the 
IDEAS Center is more than 
willing to do most of the 
work—what they want is stu-
dent engagement. 

“We love collaboration,” 

Epps said. “We want to dia-
logue.”  

Epps and adkins also spoke 
about the center’s lecture se-
ries, which will be bringing in 
speakers throughout the aca-
demic year to speak on vari-
ous issues related to diversity. 
The next speaker will be on 
campus on Jan. 26, 2017. 

During her vice president’s 
report, Sofia Kaufman, ’17, 
announced her plans to begin 
an initiative to have a vending 
machine placed somewhere 
in the campus center for stu-
dents to purchase items like 
cold medicine, ibuprofen, 
tampons, condoms and preg-
nancy tests. 

“It would probably be 
in a quiet area for privacy,” 
Kaufman said. 

ASG Sen. Amy Currul, 
’17, voiced her support for 
the project. She said the Al-
legheny Reproductive Health 
Coalition tried to get such a 
machine in the past. Currul 
recommended speaking with 
members of the organization 
for guidance and to ensure 
that ASG was not “stealing” 
the idea.  

Several members ques-
tioned whether Plan B, the 
emergency contraceptive, 
would also be sold in the ma-
chine. Kaufman said due to 
the requirements for obtain-
ing Plan B, it could not be sold 
in the vending machine. 

The Class of 2018 called 
for a vote during the meeting 
to approve a proxy represen-
tative for Sen. Isis Offutt. John 
Fazio, ’18, was approved by a 
unanimous vote. 

The Class of 2020 also re-
quested a vote to fill a vacant 
senatorial position. Gillian 
Greene, ’20, was approved as 
the newest class senator, also 
by a  unanimous vote.

By JOSEPH TINGLEY 
News Editor
tingleyj@allegheny.edu

A lot of us had ex-
periences of people 
working with us to 
and helping us get 
through college, so 
we wanted to do the 
same thing for all of 
you. 

“

“

justin adkins 
Director of the Inclusion, 
Diversity, Equity, Access 
and Social Justice Center 

ZIPCAR from page 1

JOSEPH TINGLEY/THE CAMPUS
Allegheny’s two Zipcars sit parked in their designated spaces in front of Baldwin Hall on Oct. 13, 
2016. The car on the right was replaced by a new vehicle on Nov. 21.

vehicles, including cars, mini-
vans, and 12- and 15-passen-
ger vans.

Public safety’s website 
states that a motor pool car 
costs $10 per day or $0.54 per 
mile—whichever is greater—
and increases to $10 per day 
or $0.65 per mile for a mini-
van and $10 per day or $0.75 
per mile for a 12- or 15-pas-
senger van.

The Office of Public Safety 
is developing an online course 
to replace the in-person class-
es the office currently offers. 
These classes would be offered 
in the Spring 2017 semester 
at the earliest, Ferguson said. 

Students who complete the 
online course would still need 
to pass an in-person driving 
test with a public safety officer 
in a motor pool vehicle.

While public safety usually 
offers Gator License cours-
es multiple times a semester, 
Ferguson said short-staffing 
issues in the office have re-
quired that public safety offi-
cers take on multiple roles in 
the office and have prevented 
public safety from offering the 
courses. A job opening on the 
college’s website for a police 
officer, dated Nov. 3, has still 
not been filled.

Ferguson said that while 

she believes Zipcar is a good 
program for students to get 
off campus, the college will 
evaluate the cost of the pro-
gram—if interest in the vehi-
cles continues rising, Allegh-
eny will look into adding a 
third Zipcar vehicle when the 
contract expires in July 2017, 
she said. If the program is not 
cost-effective for the college, 
Ferguson said, the college has 
higher priorities.

“If it’s not cost-effective 
and/or we can’t find a partner 
to help support it, we have 
greater needs—to support 
undergraduate research and 
some other things,” Ferguson 
said.
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CRIME BLOTTER

 
Editor’s Note: The weekly Crime Blotter is compiled using the Daily Crime 
Log available in the Office of Public Safety. Crimes reported may still be 

under investigation. Crimes listed below are collected the Thursday before 
publication. 

Nov. 17, 2016
North Village II

Theft

Nov. 17, 2016
Walker Hall

Police assist (blackmail)

Nov. 18, 2016
Campus Center

Theft

ASG UPDATES

 
The Class of 2018 appointed John Fazio, ’18, as a proxy 

representative. The appointment was approved by a unanimous 
vote. 

The Class of 2020 filled its vacant senate seat with Gillian 
Greene, ’20. The appointment was approved by a unanimous 

vote. 

[News]

cy Act to speak to any specific 
disciplinary case.

“Nor would we comment 
regarding a case that is being 
investigated,” Ferguson said 
in the email. 

Ferguson also declined to 
comment on whether out-
side criminal charges could 
be grounds for disciplinary 
action, instead referring The 
Campus to Article VI of the 
Student Code of Conduct, 
which outlines sanctions 
the college may implement 
against a student for “academ-
ic and non-academic conduct 
matters.” 

Article VI makes no men-
tion of whether criminal 
charges against a student may 
be grounds for disciplinary 
action on the part of the col-
lege. 

Lundell said if the claims 
are true, he feels Green should 
not have been allowed to re-
main on campus. 

“I don’t think it was right 

ROBBERY from page 1

to have someone who com-
mitted a crime stay on cam-
pus,” Lundell said. 

Since the robbery, Lundell 
said he has received phone 
calls from Green’s mother and 
father. He said Green’s mother 
called to tell him that Green 
had not been involved in the 
robbery, and that it was a 

friend who had actually com-
mitted the crime. 

Lundell said she told him 
that Green had driven his 
friend to the Erie store, who 
had then pulled out a mask 
and committed the robbery. 
She said Green had no prior 
knowledge of the robbery, 
according to Lundell, and 
she asked for him to pray for 
them. 

Another suspect in the 
robbery, Richard Ricks, was 
arrested Tuesday, Nov. 29, 
according to the Erie Times-
News. Police allege that Ricks 
entered the store wearing a 
mask, demanding cash and 
threatening to shoot an em-
ployee if they did not comply. 

As of Tuesday, according 
to the Erie Times-News, both 
Green and Ricks are still being 
held in Erie County Prison on 
bond, Green for $50,000 and 
Ricks for $75,000. 

What he promised 
was to bring back the 
car immediately. I got 
a call from the detec-
tive instead. 

“

“

Levi Lundell 
Class of 2017

CRIME from page 1

offenses, robbery, aggravated 
assault, burglary, motor vehi-
cle theft, arson, arrests by law 
enforcement, liquor law viola-
tions, drug-related violations, 
unlawful possession of weap-
ons and hate crimes—that 
occurred within the school’s 
“geographic area.”

“Crime log entries in-
clude all crimes reported to 
the campus police or security 
department for the required 
geographic locations, not just 
Clery Act crimes,” the hand-
book says.

In addition to requiring 
more crimes be listed, Direc-
tor of Public Safety Ali Awadi 
said the daily crime log has a 
wider geographic range than 
the Clery Report.

“Any crime that occurs 
on campus or surrounding 
the campus that’s in our geo-
graphical area, which basi-
cally means—including those 
houses on the streets—we 
would have to identify that in 
the Clery crime log,” Awadi 
said.

Awadi said the college 
“usually” abides by the time-
table set forth in the hand-
book.

“We usually update it 
between one to two days—
sometimes daily, actually—
and we eliminate the days that 
are over 60 days,” Awadi said. 

Awadi said he believes the 
college is required to update 
the crime log within 24 hours 
of a report being filed.

“We’re actually really good 
at that,” Awadi said.

A “police assist” that oc-
curred in the campus center 
on Sunday, Nov. 6, did not ap-
pear on the crime log on the 
afternoon of Thursday, Nov. 
10. Three business days had 
elapsed at that time since the 
crime was reported. 

At 1:00 a.m. on Monday, 
Oct. 4, an incident of “crim-
inal mischief ” was reported 

at parking lot 28, according 
to the Oct. 13, crime log. The 
incident had still not been 
added to the crime log on the 
night of Friday, Oct. 7.

On Thursday, Sept. 8, the 
log did not include several 
incidents from the previous 
week. Three incidents for 
which a report was created 
on Friday, Sept. 2,—which 
the Sept. 22, crime log cites as 
“theft,” “public drunkenness” 
and “underage consump-
tion”—had not been added to 
the Sept. 8, crime log. 

An incident on Saturday, 
Sept. 3, in which an ambu-
lance was called for a stu-
dent, and one on that Sunday, 
Sept. 4, where a student was 
referred to the dean for “un-
derage consumption” did not 
appear on the Sept. 8, crime 
log either.

Awadi said he has imple-
mented changes in the way the 
Office of Public Safety reports 
the daily log since beginning 
his work at the college.

“I took it over and I cleaned 
a lot of stuff out,” Awadi said. 
“That’s why you only see one 
page now.”

One change Awadi made 
was to the time span which the 
log covers. Before he began as 
the director of public safety, 
Awadi said the daily crime log 
included approximately one 
year’s worth of crimes. Now it 
includes the past 60 days, the 
minimum required by federal 
guidelines.

Awadi said some instances 
where the crime log was not 
updated within two business 
days were prior to the chang-
es he implemented, including 
one incident for which Awadi 
sent out a “timely warning” to 
the Allegheny community on 
Sept. 13.

“This was before I start-
ed scrutinizing this stuff and 
clearing it up,” Awadi said. 

On Sept. 13, according to 

the email he sent out, an in-
cident of “indecent exposure” 
occurred near Caflisch Hall. 

“Public safety officers re-
sponded to the location of the 
perpetrator, questioned him, 
and he was asked to leave the 
campus,” Awadi wrote in the 
email. “The case was further 
investigated by public safety 
and the Meadville police, and 
the suspect was apprehended 
and arrested this afternoon.”

The incident should have 
been reported in the log by 
Sept. 22, but was not includ-
ed in any version of the log. 
Public safety did create an 
incident report for the crime, 
Awadi said.

Federal guidelines also re-
quire the college to provide an 
itemized list of crimes older 
than 60 days upon request, 
giving the college two busi-
ness days to provide such a 
list while making the list of 
crimes that occurred with-
in the past 60 days publicly 
available. The college’s 2016 
Annual Security and Fire Re-
port includes this provision.

“Any request for copies of 
the daily crime and fire log 
after 60 days will be provid-
ed within two days of the re-
quest,” the report reads.

Awadi said he does not 
know where he can access 
logs of crimes older than 60 
days.

“I actually shredded every-
thing. … I’ll ask Pam [Teas-
dale, public safety communi-
cations officer,] if she still has 
them,” Awadi said.

Overall, Awadi said, he be-
lieves that, despite any short-
comings or mistakes the office 
has made, it generally does a 
good job of abiding by all 
guidelines.

“If we were all perfect, we 
wouldn’t have any issues in 
this world, would we?” Awadi 
said.
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Just when you thought the 
commotion around the 2016 
election was dead and gone, 
a proposal surrounding elec-
tion integrity has come up.

Questions of potential vot-
er fraud have arisen through-
out the country, and former 
Green Party Candidate Jill 
Stein is leading the move-
ment.

The victory of Presi-
dent-Elect Donald Trump 
over his democratic counter-
part Hillary Clinton was cer-
tainly unexpected by citizens 
nationwide. After he cap-
tured a few key swing states, 
there were some who were 
convinced that his victory re-
quired further scrutiny.

 This scrutiny led to a call 
for a full audit or vote recount 
in Michigan, Pennsylvania 
and Wisconsin, three states 
that were crucial to Trump’s 
presumed Electoral College 
win despite a predicted win 
for Clinton.

After seeing Clinton win 
the popular vote by more 

Abdul Razak Ali Artan, an 
18-year-old business student, 
ran his car over the curb of a 
street, and then emerged with 
a butcher’s knife at The Ohio 
State University on Nov. 28, 
2016. He began slashing and 
stabbing before an armed 
campus security guard was 
able to shoot and kill him. The 
result of the encounter was 11 
injured and Artan dead. 

In the days following the 
attack, there has been a flurry 
of assessments attempting to 
uncover Artan’s motives. He 
lamented America’s negative 
treatment of Muslims world-
wide on social media just be-
fore his attack.

“America! Stop interfering 
with other countries, espe-
cially the Muslim Ummah. 

We are not weak,” he wrote. 
What apparently sent Artan 
to his “boiling point” was the 
abuse of Muslims in Burma. 

The FBI reported that they 
had not investigated Artan 

prior to Monday’s attack; 
nevertheless, an Islamic State 
news agency reported that 
Artan was a soldier who has 
“carried out the operation in 
response to calls to target citi-
zens of international coalition 
countries.” 

Whether or not Artan was 
merely inspired by, or directly 
called to action by the Islamic 
State is a moot point; anyone 
who equates the slashing of 
innocent people on a sidewalk 
in Ohio with the ill treatment 
of Muslims by the Burmese 
government is completely ir-
rational and unpredictable, 
which highlights the reality of 
campus safety. 

One may remember the 
Virginia Tech Massacre, in 
which a senior, Seung-Hui 
Cho, killed 32 people. He be-
gan his rampage in a dormi-
tory before he returned to his 
own room to rearm and leave 

a disturbing note saying “you 
caused me to do this.” He then 
went to an academic building 
where the slaughter com-
menced, taking the lives of 
professors and students alike. 

Some current students at 
Allegheny may even recall 
the threats of former student 
Luong Phan. In 2014, Phan 
wrote on Facebook, “Death is 
coming for all,” “Everything 
will END in 2 days if you don’t 
believe in me,” and “Allegheny 
College, you are hell on earth. 
Everyone living there you bet-
ter leave ASAP. Death awaits 
you.” Phan was later arrested 
by the Erie Police at his home, 
served two months in jail 
during his proceedings and 
was sentenced to five years 
of supervision. It is shocking 
that even at a small college 
like Allegheny, the possibility 
for such violence exists. 

Developments in technol-

ogy have made the potential 
threat grow. With the advent 
of 3-D printing, one could 
manufacture a functioning 
gun in their dorm room. 

In addition, some of the 
older buildings on campus, 
such as Arter Hall, have class-
room doors that cannot be 
locked from inside and re-
quire a key to lock them from 
the outside. These rooms do 
not have large pieces of fur-
niture that could be used to 
construct a sufficient barri-
cade for the door, or block 
their large panes of glass. 
Even with all this considered, 
one must resist the tempta-
tion to indulge in such “what 
if ” games. 

Shootings and stabbings 
on campuses remain sporad-
ic and random. There is no 
proven method of predict-
ing and anticipating acts of 
violence by irrational actors. 

than two million votes, many 
individuals jumped on board, 
including Stein, who said that 
there was an unusual amount 
of blank ballots in Michigan.

“This may be a tip off, or 
a red flag that there’s either 
been machine error, or in 
some cases tampering,” Stein 
said in an interview with the 
Detroit Free Press.

While Trump continues 
his controversial cabinet se-
lection process, the Hillary 
for America Campaign has 
jumped on board with the re-
count process and Wisconsin 
has already made some prom-
ising progress. A statewide re-
count of nearly three million 
ballots was set to begin on 
Thursday, Dec. 1.

Mark Elias, one of Clin-
ton’s most veteran campaign 
attorneys, said in an online 
post that the campaign would 
participate in the recounts 
in order to ensure the pro-
cess proceeds in a manner 
that is fair to all sides. There 
has been no public statement 
from Clinton.

“We believe we have an 
obligation to the more than 
64 million Americans who 

cast ballots for Hillary Clin-
ton to participate in ongoing 
proceedings to ensure that an 
accurate vote count will be 
reported,” wrote Elias in his 
post.

As for Trump, on NBC’s 
“Meet The Press,” his Senior 
Adviser and former Cam-
paign Manager Kellyanne 
Conway had some other 
thoughts about the recount 
and Clinton’s campaign.

“They’re being a bunch 
of crybabies and sore losers 
about an election that they 
can’t turn around,” said Con-
way.

Trump later contributed a 
few posts on Twitter, dismiss-
ing the recount effort.

 “Hillary Clinton conceded 
the election when she called 
me just prior to the victo-
ry speech and after the re-
sults were in,” Trump wrote, 
followed by, “Nothing will 
change.”

Trump could not possibly 
be more correct.

Being far from a Trump 
fan, I feel Clinton is chasing 
something that quite possibly 
can never be reached. If she 
so happens to win the vote in 

Wisconsin, she will still need 
to gain 22 more Electoral Col-
lege votes to capture the pres-
idency. That’s a longshot—a  
very far longshot.

Many individuals remem-
ber the 2000 presidential 
election when crucial votes 
in Florida brought up many 
questions about the swing 
state. The state was the de-
ciding factor between putting 
George W. Bush in office or 
Al Gore. This election was in 
doubt for weeks in the eyes of 
voters.

Gore won the popular vote 
over Bush but was defeated 
in the Electoral College. Fast 
forward 16 years, and you  
will see the same results with 
the same outcome. Nothing is 
going to change.

Stein initiated the recount, 
but Clinton is clearly on board 
with the proposal of the state-
wide recount in those three 
crucial states. Stein wanted 
to give Clinton that second 
chance at the presidency, but 
why wait until after the elec-
tion to show your support for 
her? Especially when Stein 
was running herself.

My guess would be be-

cause she is afraid of what 
might happen with Trump 
sitting in the Oval Office in 
a few months. It is clear that 
she supports Clinton and that 
is why she is pushing for the 
recount, but a Clinton win in 
three states will not be an easy 
task.

Clinton is down 11,612 
votes in Michigan, 68,236 in 
Pennsylvania and in Wiscon-
sin, which is approved for the 
recount, 27,257 votes.

Even though Stein raised 
more than enough money—
over five million dollars, in 
fact—to file for recounts in 
those states, it is unlikely that 
the outcome of the election 
will change unless widespread 
voter fraud is proven.

In an interview with The 
Guardian, Wisconsin Elec-
tion Commission Director 
Michael Haas said that despite 
the recount, there has been 
no evidence of interference in 
the state’s voting system.

“We don’t have any rea-
son to suspect that any voting 
equipment has been tam-
pered with,” Haas said.

This recount will have very 
little effect on who will lead 

our country for the next four 
years. The only thing it will do 
is enrage and fuel Trump’s fu-
ture actions.

I would be angered too if 
I was a part of a nation-wide 
victory that involved the 
entire population having 
a choice, and then I heard 
that it was a scam or a fluke. 
Trump probably could feel 
terrible and ashamed.

In reality, he probably feels 
everything but terrible and 
ashamed, especially when he 
has shown us in the past that 
he is unconcerned with what 
he does and how he acts: like 
an immature child at times, 
and an extremely vulgar and 
violent man at other times. 
He could probably care less 
about the recount because he 
has the power now.

Essentially, he gets away 
with anything and everything, 
so it is no sweat for him as he 
sits back and watches Clin-
ton’s campaign scratch and 
claw for even the slimmest 
chance at an overruling victo-
ry in the 2016 election.

One must simply be aware; 
this is the first step in proper 
defense. 

Furthermore, the Mead-
ville police department has a 
tangible presence on Campus, 
especially on weekends. Com-
munication between Public 
Safety and Meadville police 
is key. 

Beyond that, there is not 
much more that can be done, 
or need to be done. Random 
acts of evil are a reality, but 
cannot be considered an ev-
eryday worry and alter day-
to-day routines. Remaining 
alert and prepared is all one 
can do in the face of such an 
irregular threat. Possible vio-
lence can emerge at any time, 
anywhere, for any reason, or 
for no reason at all.

THE SIMPLE THINGS

Comic by Jonathon Yee 

By CHRIS BRINDLE
Contributing Writer
brindlec@allegheny.edu

By SHEA BEAUMONT
Opinion Editor
beaumonts@allegheny.edu

Stein calls for recount in three crucial swing states
Clinton supporters hold on to hope of  gaining enough Electoral College votes to win

Campus safety in question after Columbus onslaught
Potential Islamic State follower injures 11 at Ohio State before being killed by university police

There is truly no 
proven method of 
predicting and an-
ticipating acts of vi-
olence by irrational 
actors. One must sim-
ply be aware; this is 
the first step in prop-
er defense.

“

“

Chris Brindle
Class of 2018
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Jenny Kawata, director of 
international education and 
adviser to the International 
Club, spent her last official 
day as an Allegheny faculty 
member on Wednesday, Nov. 
30. Kawata will be the direc-
tor of global partnerships and 
exchanges at Slippery Rock 
University of Pennsylvania, 
her alma mater and the place 
where her international jour-
ney began.

As a young woman, Kawa-
ta could not wait to travel 
around the world and expe-
rience different cultures and 
perspectives. She would often 
pretend to speak another lan-
guage with her mother while 
grocery shopping, knowing 
languages would lead her to 
her life’s passion. 

A native of Beaver County, 
Pennsylvania, Kawata was a 
first-generation college stu-
dent and the first to study 
abroad in her family. As a col-
lege student in 1992, Kawata 
boarded a plane to study in 
Japan. She was scared but 
thrilled to go to a country 
whose language she had been 
studying throughout college.

International Foods Dinner turns bazaar

After studying internation-
al business at Slippery Rock 
University, Kawata taught En-
glish in Japan for three years 
through the Japan Exchange 
and Teaching Program. 

She returned to the United 
States in 1998 to complete her 
Master of Arts in teachers of 
English to speakers of other 
languages at Indiana Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. After 
teaching English as a second 
language in Japan, Kawata 
made the decision to come 
back to the U.S. permanently 
in 2005. 

Kawata joined the Al-
legheny faculty in 2008 as 

the director of international 
education and adviser to the 
International Club. She spent 
her first years at Allegheny as 
a professor in the modern and 
classical languages depart-
ment, where she helped inter-
national students prepare for 
their courses at Allegheny. 

Her passion has led her to 
travel to more than 20 coun-
tries, including India, Kenya 
and Indonesia. She has en-
couraged students to collabo-
rate and find out more about 
the world around them.

“[At Allegheny] I can get 
to know the students,” Kawata 
said. “I can help them identify 
locations for studying abroad 
or locations that can help 
them achieve their person-
al, professional or academic 
goals. I can work with our 
international students who 
are coming here to help them 
find a new home in Meadville 
and the [U.S.].”

Lenee McCandless, now 
the international student ad-
viser, was an intern for the 
international office when 
she first met Kawata and 
has worked alongside her 
for more than three years. 
She said she sees Kawata as 
an amazing leader who has 
helped her professional and 

Members of the Allegheny community were invited to the International Foods Dinner, hosted by the International Club, on Sunday, Nov. 20, 2016. This year, the dinner took the 
form of a bazaar of international cuisines. Attendees sampled foods from different countries and listened to performances, including international dances, songs and even yodel-
ling. Left: Attendees sample sushi from the Japanese table. Right: Giancarlo Aguilar, ’20, serenaded the banquet hall with Mexican songs on a classical guitar.

By KIMBERLY CHAVEZ
Contributing Writer
chavezk@allegheny.edu

Jenny Kawata leaves Allegheny for her alma mater, Slippery Rock

Every day I come to 
work, I might be able 
to help someone in 
a way that impacts 
their lives.

“ “

Jenny Kawata
Former Director of 
International Education

Top Left: The Mexican table was one of the most popular of the night, where attendees lined up to taste open-face tacos with rice, sour cream and crispy shells. Bottom Left: 
Dipto Mukherjee, ’19, stands ready to serve attendees at the Indian food table. Dishes served included potato curry and mishti pulao. Right: Noah Dawgiello, ’19, offered a 
traditional yodelling performance. 
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personal growth.
“I have never known Al-

legheny without [Kawata],” 
McCandless said. “[During] 
the international dinners, 
both of us always end up do-
ing dishes and stand there for 
maybe twelve hours total, so 
we get exhausted. The two of 
us in the dish room still man-
age to smile. We were so tired 
and spent two days on our 
feet, but we were still able to 
smile because you just know 
that you are surrounded by 
wonderful people. I think that 
sums up Jenny in a nutshell.”

Kawata said she wants to 
leave having made an impact 
on internationalization at Al-
legheny.  She said she believes 
that being present with people 
can only make a workplace 
better. Kawata has displayed 
photos of previous students 
she has helped over the past 
eight and half years in poster 
frames across from her desk.

“Every day I come to work, 
I might be able to help some-
one in a way that impacts 
their lives,” Kawata said. “It’s 
not just a job. It’s really about 
what positive impact I am 
making today.”

Maggie Dugan, ’18, a Ger-
man and English double ma-
jor, met Kawata her freshmen 

year and has worked as a stu-
dent assistant for the interna-
tional office since fall 2015.

“Working with interna-
tional students and raising 
cultural awareness is some-
thing that I didn’t think I 
would ever do in college,” 
Dugan said. “[Kawata] has 
helped me with that in a lot 
of ways. In terms of school 
work, she’s made it clear that 
my schoolwork is first and 
that this job comes second. I 
love this job so much.”

Dugan also plans on going 
back to Germany after she 
graduates to teach English as 
a second language. 

“If I had the opportunity to 
work in the same position as 
she is in, I would take it,” said 
Dugan. “Being able to work 
with somebody like [Kawata] 
is unreal, and it’s an experi-
ence that you cannot find at 
another school.”

This year, Kawata helped 
the International Club orga-
nize the bazaar for the Inter-
national Foods Dinner, where 
more than 250 guests were 
served dishes from various in-
ternational cuisines. She also 
helped the international office 
collaborate with Allegheny 
faculty and the library staff to 
bring the Global Gators dis-

play in front of Grounds For 
Change in the campus center. 

During her farewell re-
ception on Monday, Nov. 28, 
students and colleagues who 
have traveled with her and 
worked alongside her gath-
ered to say goodbye to Kawa-
ta. 

“In terms of profession-
al growth, now is the time 
that I can explore other areas 
that I’m interested in,” said 
Kawata. “We will all ask that 
for ourselves as profession-
als—what our goals are, we 
are always continually evalu-
ating. It just comes down to 
returning to my alma mater 
and having this opportunity 
for developing in ways as an 
international educator that 
make me excited. It’s hard to 
leave though. It’s a bittersweet 
decision because I’m really 
close to my students—I love 
my work here, but you have to 
think about your profession 
and your goals.”

While the college searches 
for someone to fill the posi-
tion, Terry Bensel, associate 
provost and director of the 
Gateway, will be assisted by 
McCandless in fulfilling the 
duties of Kawata’s position. 
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Features Editor
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ADVERTISEMENT

By WILL EVANS
Contributing Writer
evansw@allegheny.edu

For over 25 years, they 
have been entertaining us 
with their groovy rhymes and 
rhythms. Malik “Phife Dawg” 
Taylor, Kamaal “Q-Tip” Fa-
reed, Ali Shaheed Mohamed 
and Jarobee White brought 
an original sound to hip-
hop fans when they started 
producing music. What they 
brought was a sound that rev-
olutionized the hip-hop in-
dustry, using jazz samples that 
ended up becoming a promi-
nent trend with other hip-hop 
artists in the ’90s.

Their first studio album, 
“Low End Theory,” came out 
in 1991 and brought their 
style to the forefront. In a 
time where gangster rap was 
dominating the rap indus-
try, they brought a smooth 
and conscious flow to hip-
hop. They were not the first 
to speak about problems in 
inner cities, but the way they 
did it they made people in 
black communities feel like 
they had a voice. They began 
promoting ideas of afro-cen-
tricity, messages of black uni-
ty and the higher education 

of African-Americans. This 
became the main theme of all 
their albums.

The final album, “We Got 
It From Here...Thank You 4 
Your Service,” is a culmina-
tion of all their works. They 
released it as a dedication to 
Phife Dog following his death.

I believe this is their best 
album since “Midnight Ma-
rauders” was released in 1993. 
This album has a lot of mean-
ing in a time when the deaths 
of black people are at the fore-
front of the news. The album 
addresses today’s culture, how 
we are becoming blind to so-
cietal problems and how we 
need to wake up and recog-
nize institutional issues in our 
country like mass incarcera-
tion and wage gaps. 

This is a revolutionary al-
bum that is a product of its 
environment, an environment 
in which feminism and crim-
inal justice reform have been 
the main topics of conversa-
tion.

Their unapologetic style 
reflects what a lot of Ameri-
cans are feeling post-election 
as their government has let 
them down. This album is one 
that speaks for the voiceless, 
the ones who are not able to 
get up and protest. Those peo-
ple can look at this album as a 
representation of themselves, 
a person that is dissatisfied 
with the system and look-
ing for real change, not what 
we’ve had for the past two 
presidencies.

For people who are not 
really familiar with hip-hop 
music, this album is a great 
way to get into the real reason 
why rap was created, which 
was to create social change 
and give people a perspective 
from the eyes of the histori-
cally disenfranchised.

Contributed by djbooth.net

Projects promote positivity in communities
By MEAGHAN WILBY
Features Editor
wilbym@allegheny.edu

Students from the first-
year seminar titled “Mead-
ville’s Military Matters,” and 
the biology class “Physiology 
of Vision” presented posters 
on their community-engaged 
research projects in the lob-
by of the Henderson Campus 
Center on Wednesday, Nov. 
30. 

Austin Hoyt, ’20, is cur-
rently taking “Meadville’s Mil-
itary Matters” and presented 
his poster at the event. His 
project focused on military 
memorials in Diamond Park 
in Meadville and displays 
from Acting Aging, Inc.’s 17th 
annual Through A Veteran’s 
Eye: A Salute Preview Event. 
Hoyt found that both the me-
morials and the displays help 
instill military pride in the 
Meadville community.  

“It’s interesting learning 
about the military and how 
it connects to Meadville, 
and in turn how it connects 
to Allegheny College,” Hoyt 
said. “Meeting the lady whose 
grandfather won two purple 

hearts, talking to her at [the 
event] was probably the most 
interesting [part of my re-
search].” 

For their research, students 
in the first-year seminar were 
allowed to choose their own 
topics. Cayton Hornberger, 
’20, along with many other 
members of his class, chose 
to focus on manufacturing 
and the different companies 
in Meadville that produced 
goods for World War I and 
World War II. 

According to Hornberg-
er’s research, there were four 
main companies that pro-
duced a variety of goods, in-
cluding zippers for boots and 
lifejackets, bombs and TNT, 
rayon and fabrics, and glass 
lenses for the Norden Bomb-
sight. These companies were 
Keystone Ordinance Works, 
Talon, Keystone View Com-
pany and American Viscose 
Corporation. 

“Finding out the different 
companies [was interesting],” 
Hornberger said. “I didn’t re-
alize there were so many com-
panies that did stuff for the 
military.” 

The posters presented by 

students from “Physiology of 
Vision” focused on vision-re-
lated community work, rather 
than Meadville’s military in-
volvement and history.

The biology class is taught 
by Associate Professor Chris-
ty Donmoyer, who said her 
main aim for this communi-
ty-engagement project was 
to help the students to better 
understand not just the bi-
ology behind blindness, but 
also what daily life is like for 
someone who is blind. 

The class partnered with 
three local and regional 
groups that all work with 
blind people: Active Aging, 
Inc., The Foundation Fighting 
Blindness and the Keystone 
Blind Association. Some stu-
dents traveled to Pittsburgh to 
attend The Foundation Fight-
ing Blindness’ VisionWalk 
that helps raise money to fund 
vision research. 

Donmoyer also had Key-
stone Blind Association cli-
ents come to campus twice 
during the semester and had 
the students interact with 
them  and give formal presen-
tations.  

“That’s where my students 

got to find out how blind peo-
ple interact,” Donmoyer said. 

Sam Thomas, ’18, and 
Abigail Sims, ’18, presented 
a poster on their communi-
ty-engaged research with Ac-
tive Aging, Inc. The pair gave 
a presentation on cataracts 
and cataract treatment to Ac-
tive Aging, Inc. members and 
staff for their project. 

“While we were not able 
to give the professional opin-
ion akin to that of an eyecare 
professional, we were able to 
impart valuable and relevant 
knowledge,” Thomas said. 
“Through our presentation, 
we were able to educate [the 
Active Aging, Inc. clients and 
staff].” 

Sims emphasized the com-
munity focus of the project 
and the benefits projects like 
this can have on the relation-
ship between the Allegheny 
College and Meadville com-
munities. 

“We hope that through our 
project we are able to bridge 
the gap between the Mead-
ville community and the 
Allegheny College campus,” 
Sims said.

Netflix releases four-part mini-series

The sacred final four words 
of the series have been spo-
ken after Netflix released the 
Gilmore Girls revival “Gilm-
ore Girls: A Year in the Life” 
on Friday, Nov. 25. 

Creator Amy Sher-
man-Palladino picks up right 
where she left off with the cof-
fee-loving mother-daughter 
duo Lorelai and Rory Gilm-
ore. Finally after eight years, 
the Gilmores are back, along 
with the familiar faces of Stars 
Hollow, Chilton, the Dragon-
fly Inn and Yale University. 

To quote Rory’s high 
school graduation speech, 
“We never thought this day 
would come. We prayed for its 
quick delivery, crossed days 
off our calendars, counted 
hours, minutes and seconds.”

After years of waiting, 
fans can travel back to the 
small Connecticut town of 
Stars Hollow in the four-part 
mini-series that brings the 
Gilmore stories full circle. “A 
Year in the Life” has its odd-
ities, strengths and weakness-
es, but the Gilmores never 
fail to warm hearts, generate 
laughs and amaze viewers 
with their iron stomachs.

Each 90-minute episode 
represents a different season 
in the year, starting with win-
ter. The first episode helps es-
tablish where each core char-
acter is in their life, explains 
major events that have passed 
and returns to that famous, 
fast-talking, small town 
charm we all know, love and 
cannot forget.

Rory is now 32 years old, 
the same age as Lorelai was 
when the original show first 
aired on Oct. 5, 2000. The 
first episode opens in Stars 
Hollow’s infamous gazebo as 
Lorelai is waiting for Rory to 
arrive for a short trip home. 
Rory is searching for writing 
jobs after having a piece pub-
lished in the “New Yorker.” 
She has little stability in her 
life and for the duration of the 
series, she is scatter-brained, 
secretive and lost.

Lorelai and her daugh-
ter have switched dynamics, 
making Lorelai the stable one 
in their relationship. She is 
unmarried but is in a com-
mitted relationship with Luke 

Danes. Other than suffering 
horrifying nightmares and 
coping with the fact that she 
is approaching 50, her life is 
put together. After the death 
of her father, Lorelai and her 
mother, Emily, are unsurpris-
ingly at odds with one anoth-
er. Everything is mostly the 
same. Everyone is just a little 
older. 

Sookie left the Dragonfly 
to work in the wilderness and 
study plants and soil, making 
me resent her for being an 
ungrateful and absent friend 
who misses big events in her 
supposed best friend’s life. Mi-
chelle is married, preparing to 
raise a child and is looking for 
a new place to work. 

Lane, Zack and their band 
Hep Alien are still together. 
Taylor is still cooking up ri-
diculous plans for the town, 
ranging from new sewer sys-
tems to a musical production. 
Luke’s Diner has Wi-Fi for 
a brief period of time. Jess 
comes back, along with Ro-
ry’s other former boyfriends, 
Dean and Logan. 

The only character who 
has changed is Rory. She’s lost 
and waiting for something big 
to happen in her personal and 
professional life. All of her be-
longings are scattered in box-
es in other people’s houses. 
She is in a relationship with 
the most forgettable man to 
ever be on the show—even 
prim and proper Emily fails 
to remember his name. Rory 
spends most of her time for-
getting to break up with him. 
Once again, Rory is the oth-
er woman to a former flame 
who is engaged. When she’s 
not having an affair, she’s 
co-writing a memoir with an 
odious, pretentious and bab-
bling drunk. 

She is not happy, and she is 
not going anywhere with her 
life. 

The second episode takes 
place in the spring. Lorelai 
and Rory suffer a few set-
backs. Lorelai begins going to 
grief therapy with her mother. 
Meanwhile, Rory gets reject-
ed from a job that wouldn’t 
have made her happy in the 
first place. 

“Summer” is by far the 
worst and most embarrass-
ing episode of the mini-se-
ries. Even after the musical 
portion of the episode ends, 
it does not get much better. 

Rory is busy trying to save a 
newspaper but is going no-
where and accomplishing 
nothing in the process. Em-
ily is sleeping in until noon, 
watching TV in the living 
room and eating dinner on a 
TV tray. She and Lorelai are 
not speaking and not going 
to therapy together anymore. 
Rory gets a visit from anoth-
er old boyfriend who inspires 
her to write a book about her-
self and her mom, only to end 
in a disagreement between 
mother and daughter. Luke 
and Lorelai have a fight in the 
middle of the diner only to 
end with Lorelai deciding that 
she needs to “do wild” and fly 
to California to hike the Pacif-
ic Crest Trail. 

The final installment, 
“Fall,” helps wash out the bad 
taste left in your mouth left 
from the previous episode as 
loose ends are tied up and the 
final four words are revealed. 
The characters develop as 
the seasons change, and you 
can feel the story coming to a 
close. 

Although much has stayed 
the same in the “Gilmore 
Girls” universe, Sherman-Pal-
ladino works her magic to 
create a world that still has 
that welcoming tone that 
makes it seem like the show 
never really left. 

Emily manages to over-
come her grief, gets out of bed 
and puts her prissy lifestyle 
behind her. Lorelai reconciles 
with the ghosts of her pasts 
and her relationship becomes 
more permanent. Rory’s story 
is left unfinished in an unex-
pected ending that will make 
your jaw drop. 

The Rory we used to know 
is missing. I miss the Chilton 
student who turned a park-
ing lot pavement story into 
a moving and bittersweet 
piece about how everything 
becomes obsolete. In the 
new episodes, Rory is busy 
complaining about how she’s 
broke and in debt but still 
manages to fly back and forth 
from New York to London ev-
ery other week. 

Sherman-Palladino knew 
how she was going to end the 
show within the first season: 
with four little words. 

On April 20, 2006, Sher-
man-Palladino and her hus-
band Daniel announced that 
they would not be returning 

to “Gilmore Girls” due to a 
contract disagreement. Even 
after leaving, Sherman-Palla-
dino kept those four words a 
secret, saying that she did not 
want to ruin the surprise and 
hinting that she would come 
back to the show eventually. 

Finally, after four years of 
waiting, fans get to hear them, 
and I guarantee that they will 
leave you in shock once said 
out loud. 

“Gilmore Girls: A Year in 
the Life” is sure to warm your 
hearts as it takes you back to 
Stars Hollow. Once you let 
the finality of it all sink in, the 
events all make sense. Sher-
man-Palladino brings the 
show full circle. 

The show concludes in a 
cliff-hanger with a charac-
ter stunned as the legendary 
theme song plays and the final 
credits roll.

In an interview with “The 
Hollywood Reporter,” Sher-
man-Palladino said, “It was 
satisfying in the context of 
when we put it altogether. It’s 
an emotional moment.”

I was left with one ques-
tion once the four words were 
revealed and the screen went 
dark. Is this the end? 

“We really had a very spe-
cific journey in our minds 
and we fulfilled the journey. 
So to us, this is the piece that 
we wanted to do. And the 
whole thought about, is there 
more, is there more, is there 
more—this has to go out into 
the universe now. And then 
whatever happens, happens,” 
Sherman-Palladino said. 

Sherman-Palladino may 
have gotten her chance to end 
the series with her ideal final 
words, but she did not finish 
Rory’s story. In fact, she made 
it more complicated and un-
sure than ever.

I grew up watching “Gilm-
ore Girls,” idolizing Rory and 
fantasizing about living in 
Stars Hollow. “Gilmore Girls: 
A Year in the Life” took me 
back to my childhood and left 
me craving more. I hope that 
more episodes are released 
and that Rory finds herself. 

I want nothing more than 
to fall back in love with the 
character I related to as a kid. 
Although it was not what I 
expected, the story comes full 
circle, and I could not imag-
ine it ending any other way.

Why Trump Won
What Your Teachers Will Not Tell You

Dr. George A. Kuck (Class of 1962)
(galbertk@aol.com)

 
The election shocked me in two ways.  First, Mr. Trump won.  

I had the only Trump sign on my street.  All polls said he would 
lose.  Yes, the system was rigged.  Only one major TV station was 
not anti-Trump.  Mrs. Clinton and her allies spent a half billion 

dollars on advertising, outspending Mr. Trump two or three 
to one.  Mrs. Clinton’s negatives disappeared or were not even 
broadcast except for paid commercials while each Trump faux 

pas was endlessly recycled.  Members of the media leaked debate 
questions to Mrs. Clinton prior to debates.  All the major city 

political machines supported Hillary giving her a sizable organiza-
tional and voter advantage.  President Obama encouraged illegal 
voting in a televised response to a young non-citizen.  He did not 
tell the young lady that only citizens can vote but rather said that 

the possibility of her being caught and prosecuted if she voted was 
small.  There are over six million dead and non-eligible people on 

the voter rolls in the U.S. at this time.  Voter fraud is a problem 
and a tactic used primarily by Democrats.  The Democrats and 
the rich were all in for a corrupt politician who allowed highly 

classified information to be leaked to our enemies.  Many Republi-
cans did not support Trump. All in all, I did not think Mr. Trump 

had a chance.  Why did he win?  People in the middle class, the 
middle of the country and in the south did not believe the country 
was going in the right direction.  Our jobs numbers and the labor 

participation rate were falling.  Manufacturing is being trans-
ferred overseas.  We were embarrassed and outmaneuvered by our 

enemies at home and abroad. Our country was being bankrupt-
ed by excessive spending.   Our children were being taught that 
socialism was good and patriotism was bad.  People had enough 
of a corrupt Washington establishment.  The second shock was 
the immature behavior of rioters and length of the riots because 
Mr. Trump won.  This was not in the American character until 
the 1960s.  Leftist demonstrators embarrassed themselves, their 
parents and our country.  When President Obama was elected, 
those of us that were disappointed did not demonstrate.  Riot-

ing is a trait of the leftists who control South America and other 
countries.  Voters will have another chance in two years to make a 

change.  Be Americans, not international socialists.

A Tribe Called Quest 
remembers ‘Phife Dog’

Same charm, new twists in ‘Gilmore Girls’ revival

In a time where gang-
ster rap was domi-
nating the rap indus-
try, they brought a 
smooth and conscious 
flow to hip-hop.

“

“

Will Evans
Class of 2019
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Bake your heart out for Hope, Help, Harvest

By MEAGHAN WILBY
Features Editor
wilbym@allegheny.edu

Members of the Allegheny 
College community gathered 
in Schultz Banquet Hall on 
Thursday, Dec. 1, for a bake-
off organized by students 
in the communication arts 
“Media Theory and Prac-
tice” class. All proceeds from 
the event will be donated to 
Hope, Help, Harvest which is 
a nonprofit, student-run orga-
nization that raises money for 
Crawford County food banks. 

According to Pennsyla-
nia’s talkpoverty.org state year 
report in 2015, 11.3 percent 
of Pennsylvania’s population 
suffered from food insecurity 
at some point between 2012 
and 2014. This means that this 
11.3 percent experienced dif-
ficulty providing enough food 
due to a lack of money or re-
sources. According to popu-
lation estimates from the U.S. 
Census Bureau in 2015, 14.9 
percent of people in Crawford 
County were living in poverty 
in 2014. 

The students from “Media 
Theory and Practice” are di-
vided into four groups. Each 
group has a designated social 
media platform and is ex-
pected to raise at least $750 
for Hope, Help, Harvest. The 
class as a whole has until Dec. 
12, to raise a minimum of 
$3,000 to donate. Bree Blair, 
’17, is in the group that orga-
nized Thursday’s bake-off. 

“One of the most import-
ant things … about it is that 
every $1 we raise is $17 worth 
of food in retail value,” said 
Blair. “So every $1 that some-
one gives us—that’s $17 worth 
of food that they are giving 
someone who is less fortu-
nate, who’s in food poverty.” 

Fourteen groups volun-
teered to bake items to be 
judged for the bake-off. Tick-
ets costed $4, which allowed 
attendees to choose seven 
items to try. Attendees were 
then required to rank the 

baked goods in order from fa-
vorite to least favorite and the 
winner was awarded a $20 gift 
card to Market House Grille 
in Meadville. Phi Delta Theta’s 
team won the prize for their 
almond ring. Other items 
baked included coconut mac-
aroons, cinnamon roll cook-
ies, puppy chow, applesauce, 
gluten and dairy-free cookies 
and brownies. In addition to 
the bake-off, Blair’s group has 
a raffle and a paper flower sale 
planned, which they will be 
tabling for during upcoming 
lunchtimes. Another group 
from the class is organizing 
a soup bar on Tuesday, Dec. 
6, in the Henderson Campus 
Center lobby. Tickets will be 
$5. There is also a gofundme 
page where people can choose 
to donate as well. 

Lynsey Brame, ’17, is part 
of the group planning the 
soup bar and said they have 
also already done a sweatshirt 
fundraiser, during which they 
sold Allegheny sweatshirts for 
$15 through University Tees. 
Other previous efforts from 
the class include dorm-storm-
ing and selling candygrams at 
Thanksgiving. 

“I think it’s cool that we 
can work together as a class 
to do something good for the 
community [and] to give back 
to Meadville,” said Brame. “It’s 
pretty astonishing how rele-
vant food poverty is.” 

Brame said a main part of 
the project is to raise aware-
ness of food poverty in the 
community. 

“A big part of the campaign 
… is the education aspect of 
it,” Brame said. “The mon-
ey is [a short-term solution]. 
We’re helping now, but if we 
can continue to raise aware-
ness then there could be more 
solutions in the future.” 

Lindsay McParlane, ’18, is 
also a member of the class and 
helped to organize the bake-
off. She echoed Brame’s state-
ments about the importance 
of education. 

“It’s important to raise 

Contributed by Bree Blair
Allison Cosgrove, ’18, and Lindsay McParlane, ’18, sell tickets for the bake-off on Thursday, Dec. 1, 2016. All pro-
ceeds were donated to Hope, Help, Harvest, a nonprofit, student-run organization that raises money for food banks 
in Crawford County. 

the awareness about the food 
poverty in Crawford County,” 
said McParlane. “That’s some-
thing that I didn’t really know 
about before I took the class. 
That’s another thing that’s 
been an important learning 
experience from this.” 

Brame said that she has 
learned a lot from the class. 

“The class is really good 
for the future,” Brame said. 
“Even if you don’t want to go 
into advertising, there are so 
many skills—like working in 
a group and being creative 
and using resources, finding 
out what you can and cannot 
do—[that you learn].” 

This is the second year 

that the class has worked 
with Hope, Help, Harvest. 
Last year’s class raised over 
$4,000 for the organization, 
according to Blair. With the 
addition of the $3,000 that the 
class is expected to raise this 
year, there is a total of at least 
$7,000 that will have been do-
nated to help food poverty in 

Crawford County in the last 
two years, Blair said. 

“That’s a lot of money for a 
really good cause that’s going 
directly back into the com-
munity that we live in,” Blair 
said.

By MARLEY PARISH
Features Editor
parishm@allegheny.edu

Discover new magic in ‘Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them’

Nifflers, magic and Ameri-
cans, oh my! J.K. Rowling and 
director David Yates return to 
the big screen to stupefy Har-
ry Potter fans and newcom-
ers in “Fantastic Beasts and 
Where to Find Them.” Re-
leased on Nov. 18, 2016, the 
film gives viewers a global and 
unique look at the wizarding 
world without bombarding 
them with exclusive referenc-
es to the original series.

“Fantastic Beasts” takes 
place in 1926 during the Pro-
hibition in New York City. 
British wizard Newt Scaman-
der arrives at Ellis Island with 
a mysterious suitcase that is 
filled with contraband magi-
cal creatures eager to escape. 
Scamander is on a mission to 
return a massive Thunderbird 
to Arizona, but runs into a 
few bumps along the way. 

The wizarding world is dif-
ferent in America. The plot 
is filled with jokes about the 
American rules and standards 
witches and wizards are held 
to. If you think back to the Sa-
lem Witch Trials, Americans 
have been notoriously wary 
of witchcraft, so the Magical 
Congress of the United States 
of America bans all magical 
beasts from being brought 
into the country. 

To add to the drama, Sc-
amander stumbles into the 
middle of a meeting of the 

New Salem Philanthropic 
Society, an extremist muggle 
group whose goal is to find, 
expose and kill all the witch-
es and wizards who are living 
among them.

Their meeting, which is 
being held outside of a bank, 
is interrupted when a “no-
maj”—short for no-magic—
named Jacob Kowalski kicks 
Scamander’s suitcase over 

while making his way inside. 
In the process, one of Sca-
mander’s creatures is set free 
and wreaks havoc in the bank 
where Kowalski witnesses Sc-
amander’s magic abilities. 

Kowalski escapes before 
Scamander has the chance to 
erase his memory, accidental-
ly taking Scamander’s suitcase 
on his way. Before Scamander 
realizes what happened, he 

is stopped by MACUSA em-
ployee Tina Goldstein, who 
takes Scamander to the MA-
CUSA headquarters for pun-
ishment after watching the 
events in the bank. 

Tina attempts to get Sca-
mander in trouble for bring-
ing unwanted attention to 
the wizarding world; howev-
er, viewers learn that Tina is 
not on the best of terms with 
MACUSA officials because 
she overstepped her boundar-
ies by confronting Mary Lou 
Barebone, the leader of the 
Second Salem-ers, for abusing 
her adoptive son, Credence. 

Tina’s superiors laugh 
when she opens the suitcase 
only to find an assortment of 
Kowalski’s pastries. Tina and 
Scamander leave. By the time 
they find Kowalski, they dis-
cover that he has opened the 
suitcase and let the creatures 
free. They begin their journey 
to retrieve all of the missing 
creatures with the help of Ti-
na’s sister, Queenie. 

Their mission collides with 
MACUSA, the Second Sa-
lem-ers and other non-mag-
ic Americans throughout the 
film only to conclude with a 
cliffhanger ending that’s just 
enough to leave audiences 
begging for more. 

The special effects dom-
inate the film. Each magical 
creature is unique and ex-
tremely realistic. However, 
“Fantastic Beasts” fails to de-
velop relationships between 
the characters and provide 

Contributed by wikipedia.com

sufficient background infor-
mation on Scamander.

The plot breaks to offer 
uncomfortably placed com-
ments about Scamander’s 
love interest, which feel as 
if they were thrown in as af-
terthoughts necessary to stay 
true to the book the movie is 
based on. 

Eddie Redmayne stuns in 
his role as Scamander, offer-
ing just the right amount of 
adorable awkwardness and 
charm. His growing friend-
ship with Kowalski and his 
devotion to each of his crea-
tures will make you swoon. 

The film’s ending is equally 
as impressive as those in the 
original “Harry Potter” se-
ries, and I am confident that 
Rowling’s screenplay will only 
improve with future install-
ments. This film makes up 
for the disappointing book 
“Harry Potter and the Cursed 

Child” because it does not 
try to live up to the series. 
Instead, it is set in the same 
world but has its own identity 
and plotline.

Although this film takes 
place in the same world as 
the Harry Potter franchise, it 
is uniquely different in that 
it paints a picture of what 
problems witches and wizards 
were faced with before Lord 
Voldemort came along. 

Although the movie may 
appear to be geared towards 
children because it is about 
a bunch of magical creatures 
running amok in New York 
City, “Fantastic Beasts” takes 
on mature issues that the 
Harry Potter generation can 
relate to.

Rowling and Yates explore 
the relationship between 
those in power and people 
who are characterized as “dif-
ferent.” I don’t want to give 
too much away, but in this 
movie, magic and non-mag-
ic villains who are cruel and 
unaccepting bigots get what’s 
coming to them. 

“Fantastic Beasts and 
Where to Find Them” gives 
Potterheads more detail, more 
history and much more mag-
ic. Newcomers are more than 
welcome to bask in the mag-
ic and are sure to fall in love 
with the enchanting plot. 

This film will make you 
laugh, cry and leave you 
wanting more. It will make 
you quote Kowalski when he 
says, “I want to be a wizard.”

It does not try to live 
up to the series. In-
stead, it is set in the 
same world but has 
its own identity and 
plotline. 

“

“

Marley Parish
Class of 2019

All proceeds from class efforts will be donated to help local food poverty
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Swimming & diving 
teams prepare for 
Blue Devil Invite

By ANGELA MAURONI
Editor-in-Chief
mauronia@allegheny.edu

By ALEX HOLMES
Sports Editor
holmesa2@allegheny.edu

Men’s basketball closes non-conference 
play with 71-58 loss to Carnegie Mellon

Sean Dougherty, ’16, storms the basket during the men’s basketball game against 
Carnegie Mellon. 

PHOTOS BY YUTONG WANG/THE CAMPUS
Conor Macomber, ’17,  blocks Zach Howarth of Carnegie Mellon University on Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2016. The 
Gators lost 71-58 to the Tartans in their last non-conference game of the season. 

The men’s and women’s 
swimming & diving teams 
will be traveling to Fredonia, 
New York for the Blue Devil 
Invite from Dec. 2 to Dec. 4. 

According to co-captain 
Patrick Hollenbeck, ’17, the 
team has seen improvement 
every year in its ranking at 
the the meet, receiving fourth 
place in 2013, third place in 
2014 and second place in 
2015. 

“This year we’re looking to 
win it,” Hollenbeck said. 

Since the last time they 
competed in the invite sev-
eral things have changed for 
the teams, according to Hol-
lenbeck. One improvement is 
the number of swimmers the 
team has to put in the pool, 
allowing the team to fill more 
events. 

“Instead of having zero to 
one people make it to finals, 
we have the chance to get 
two or three. Unlike in dual 
meets, having those extra 
places to get points is what re-
ally makes a difference in the 
end,” Hollenbeck said. 

Breaststroker and freestyler 
Amanda Carroll, ’18, agreed 
with Hollenbeck and said that 
she believes the team will also 
be more prepared due to the 
variety of skills the swimmers 
have now in comparison to 
past years. 

“We have a wider range of 
people that are able to do dif-
ferent events. … I think just 
because of our team size and 
how well the freshmen have 
been doing this year, I think 
we’re going to do really well,” 
Carroll said. 

The training regimen for 
the team leading up to the 
invite has changed from 
previous years. Coach Kirk 
Kumbier has taken away the 
morning practices for the 
week leading up to the meet 
so the team can rest, Carroll 
said. Usually, the team has 
morning practices three times 
a week along with a daily af-
ternoon practice throughout 
the season. Sunday is the only 
day the team consistently has 
off practice. 

The type of training the 
team is doing has changed as 
well, according to Carroll. 

“We’ve done a lot more 
sprint work and more pow-
er-based drills and work with 
that, very technique-focused 
to try and have that carry into 
our speed,” Carroll said. “And 
we’ve done a practice every 
week where [Kumbier] has re-
corded our times to see where 
we are.”

Hollenbeck said changes 
in training will help him im-
prove individually as well. 
He said he has been used to 
doing hybrid training for his 
200 meter fly and 200 meter 
backstroke events in years 
past, but Kumbier has allowed 

him to do more power-based 
training this year, which he 
believes will help him gain 
speed and improve his times. 

“I usually have a slow tempo 
in those events, but training 
power has allowed me to pick 
that up a little bit in the end, 
because I already know I have 
the endurance because of all 
the training we’ve done this 
year, so increasing my tempo 
while still having endurance 
will help my 200 stroke, and 
I’m really looking forward to 
that,” Hollenbeck said.  

For breastroker Justin 
Leary-Bignayan, ’20, the in-
vite is the first overnight meet 
he will participate in at the 
college level, and he said it 
brings both excitement and 
nervousness—excitement 
about possibly meeting or 
breaking personal records 
and nervousness about pos-
sibly not being prepared 
enough for the meet.

He said college swimming 
has been a big shift for him 
from high school. 

“I think it’s just like way dif-
ferent coaching and a differ-
ent environment … and the 
mentality on the team is way 
different too,” Leary-Bignayan 
said. 

However, Leary-Bignayan 
said he is looking forward to 
traveling and having some 
time to relax with his team.

“I really like travel meets 
because you room with a 
couple of your friends and 
you kind of just get to mess 
around in the room, chill, re-
lax, you don’t really have to 
worry about anything except 
the meet,” Leary-Bignayan 
said. “I think travel meets can 
definitely bring teams closer 
too, especially because you 
have to room with people.”

Regardless of how he swims 
at the meet, Leary-Bignayan 
said he believes it will be a 
good way for him to gauge 
how much he has improved 
throughout the season. 

“I think this meet will be 
a good check up on how I’m 
doing … and how much hard-
er I need to work to be ready 
for conferences,” Leary-Big-
nayan said.

We have a wid-
er range of people 
that are able to do 
different events. … 
I think just because 
of our team size and 
how well the fresh-
men have been doing 
this year, I think we’re 
going to do really 
well.

“

“

Amanda Carroll
Class of 2018

Gator    Updater

Swimming & Diving
@ Blue Devil Invite

State University of New York at Fredonia
Friday, Dec. 2-Sunday, Dec. 4

Women’s Basketball
vs. Wittenberg University

Friday, Dec. 2 
7 p.m.

vs. DePauw University
Saturday, Dec. 3

3 p.m.

Men’s Basketball 
vs. Wittenberg University 

Saturday, Dec. 3
1 p.m.

The Allegheny men’s 
basketball team lost 71-58 
to Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity on Wednesday, 
Nov. 30. 

Guard Jamison Nee, ’20, 
said the team tried to play 
at a faster pace than they 
had played in previous 
games. 

“We out-shot Carnegie 
Mellon, which was good 
and part of our game 
plan. And our defense was 
there—we just came up a 
little short,” Nee said. 

Nee scored five points 
for the Gators during his 
24 minutes of playing time. 

Head Coach Bob Sim-
mons said the team fol-
lowed the game plan and 
executed its defensive plays 
well. 

“Our goal was to cre-
ate havoc for 40 minutes 
and not allow them to run 
half court offense, and I 
thought we did a really 
good job of that,” Simmons 
said.

Nee said that though the 
team worked hard, it was a 
challenge matching up to 
Carnegie Mellon due to the 
size of its team. 

“The size of Carnegie 
Mellon—we knew that 
was going to be an issue. 
They’re big, and they’re 
very good, so we knew that 
would be a challenge. We 
did not do a very good job 
keeping them off the offen-
sive glass,” Simmons said. 

Nee said the game 
against Carnegie Mellon 
gave the team a chance to 
prepare for playing at con-
ferences since they will 
compete against big teams 
that are good offensively. 

“I think last night’s game 

and playing fast prepared us 
for conference play pretty 
well because we are going to 
see the same style of teams in 
conference games,” Nee said. 

Simmons said the team has 
a couple of improvements it 
needs to make as conference 
games approach, including 
rebounding and picking shots 
carefully. 

“In the three losses we’ve 
had, we were out-rebounded, 
so we need to commit to team 
rebounding and having five 
guys going after the basket-
ball,” Simmons said. “[Also,] 
we’re out-shooting our op-
ponents, but we have to take 
better shots.”

Paulowski said the team 
can take what it did wrong in 
the first games of the season 
and learn from it as they enter 
conference games. 

Nee also said that although 

the team faces adversity in 
practice and games at times, 
it brings the men closer to-
gether. 

“Our coach always talks 
about us being a family, and 
it’s true. If you see the team 
around campus, we’re always 
together. That little bit of ad-
versity brings us closer,” Nee 
said.  

Simmons said each season 
is different and each group of 
athletes brings new positives 
and negatives to the team. 
This year the team is young 
and the first-year players on 
the team are getting a lot of 
play time. 

“We are very talented, we 
are very athletic, but the group 
is very young and learning 
how to play in the system to-
gether and also learning how 
to play at the college level 
together and that just takes 

time,” Simmons said.
In this season, Paulowski 

said the team is more fo-
cused and wants to improve 
on their skills and perfor-
mance from last year.

“We want to win the most 
games possible, to go out 
and give it our all everyday 
and to be happy with the 
results because we know 
we did our best,” Paulowski 
said.

Nee said he is looking 
forward to changing the 
culture around basketball 
at Allegheny this season 
alongside his first-year class 
and the upperclassmen that 
are all committed to making 
the team a winning team. 

The team will play next at 
home on Saturday, Dec. 3, 
at 1 p.m. against Wittenberg 
University in their first con-
ference game of the season. 


