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Trump
Community reacts to electoral upset

ALEX WEIDENHOF/THE CAMPUS
Jonah Raether, ’18, reacts to President-Elect Donald Trump’s lead prior to the final outcome of the election in the 
Grounds for Change coffee shop early in the morning of Wednesday, Nov. 9, 2016.

By ALEX WEIDENHOF
News Editor
weidenhofa@allegheny.edu

Donald Trump was elected 
the 45th president of the Unit-
ed States on Tuesday, Nov. 8. 
The business mogul and re-
ality television star defeated 
Democratic nominee Hillary 
Clinton, former U.S. secretary 
of state and U.S. senator from 
New York, after receiving the 
majority of electoral votes, the 
Associated Press reported at 
2:32 a.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 
9.

Clinton did not publicly 
concede the election Tuesday 
night, with her chairman tell-
ing supporters to “get some 
sleep.” Trump said in his ac-
ceptance speech that Clinton 
called him to concede the 
election and congratulate him 
on his campaign.

“She fought very hard. 
Hillary has worked very long 
and very hard over a long pe-
riod of time and we owe her 
a major debt of gratitude for 
her service to our country,” 
Trump said. “Now it’s time for 
America to bind the wounds 
of division.”

The Democratic nominee 
conceded the election in the 
morning of Wednesday, Nov. 
9. She encouraged her sup-
porters to accept the results of 
the election.

“We have seen our nation 
is more deeply divided than 
we thought. But I still believe 
in America, and I always will,” 
Clinton said. “And if you do, 
then we must accept this re-
sult, and then look to the fu-
ture. Donald Trump is going 
to be our president. We owe 

him an open mind and the 
chance to lead.”

While Trump won the 
election, it was not widely 
predicted. FiveThirtyEight, 
an election analysis website 
that correctly predicted the 
outcome of every state in the 
2012 presidential election, 
said Clinton had a 71.4 per-
cent chance of winning the 
presidency at 10:41 a.m. on 
Tuesday, Nov. 8.

Mike Pence, governor 
of Indiana and vice presi-
dent-elect, said the results 
showed the will of the people.

“The American people 
have spoken, and the Ameri-
can people have elected their 
new champion,” Pence said.

Trump’s election comes af-
ter a two-term Barack Obama 
administration. Obama is on 
track to finish his second term 
with the highest approval rat-
ing of any outgoing president 
since Bill Clinton, according 
to Gallup.

Allegheny students, facul-
ty and staff gathered in Tippie 

Alumni Center from 7 p.m. to 
11 p.m. for an election watch 
party, sponsored by the Cen-
ter for Political Participation. 
The CPP screened live cover-
age of the polls as votes were 
counted.  

The 596-day election, 
which began with Republican 
Ted Cruz’s announcement to 
run for president in March 
2015, was marked by divisive-

ness, according to Assistant 
Professor of Political Science 
Andrew Bloeser.

Trump began his campaign 
on June 16, 2015, in a speech 
in Manhattan’s Trump Tow-
er, which some have deemed 
racist.

“When Mexico sends its 
people, they’re not sending 
their best. … They’re send-
ing people that have lots of 
problems, and they’re bring-
ing those problems with us,” 
Trump said in his campaign 
announcement. “They’re 
bringing drugs. They’re bring-
ing crime. They’re rapists. 
And some, I assume, are good 
people.”

While some have called 
Trump’s rhetoric divisive, the 
president-elect said he will “be 
a president for all Americans” 
in his acceptance speech.

“Working together, we 
will begin the urgent task of 
rebuilding our nation and re-
newing the American dream,” 
Trump said. “I’ve spent my 
entire life in business, looking 

at the untapped potential in 
projects and people all over 
the world. That is now what 
I want to do for our country.”

The watch party in Tippie 
ended before the final results 
of the election were reported. 
Viewers cheered when Clin-
ton was projected to win Vir-
ginia, though they predicted 
the outcome of the election 
for Trump by 11 p.m. when 
the party ended.

“I worry for the prece-
dent this sets for future elec-
tions,” said Madeline Hern-
strom-Hill, ’18.

Noah Dawgiello, ’19, a 
Trump supporter, said he was 
surprised to see Trump’s lead 
and election.

“I am honestly shocked 
that this happened, but happy 
that it did,” Dawgiello said.

Hernstrom-Hill said she 
believes Trump’s election will 
have disparate negative im-
pacts on older generations of 
Americans.

See TRUMP   page 2

Editorial: 
Trump 
threatens 
free press

By THE CAMPUS STAFF
editor@alleghenycampus.com

Today, the First Amend-
ment of the Constitution may 
be under the greatest threat 
of the 21st century due to the 
country’s Tuesday, Nov. 8, 
election.

President-Elect Donald 
Trump has not only openly 
shown his disdain for jour-
nalists, he has actively sought 
to limit their coverage. He has 
targeted news organizations 
like the New York Times and 
the Washington Post for their 
critical coverage. He has en-
couraged his supporters to 
physically assault members of 
the press, saying that he would 
pay for their legal fees. 

At a Trump rally on June 
2 in California, a POLITI-
CO reporter who the Trump 
campaign had refused to give 
credentials bought a general 
admission ticket to the event 
and sat in the stands with his 
laptop, doing his job. 

A campaign staffer no-
ticed him and asked if he had 
press credentials. When they 
learned he did not, the staff-
er had him removed from the 
event by private security. 

The Trump campaign, of 
course, denied any knowledge 
of the incident. Shortly after 
being ejected from the event, 
the same reporter received an 
email saying his credentials 
had been denied for another 
upcoming Trump event. 

In its story about the re-
porter, POLITICO noted that 
the Trump Campaign has re-
peatedly stated that it has a 
right to deny credentials to 
reporters because events are 
private and funded by Trump. 
However, the piece also points 
out that federal tax dollars are 
spent on Trump’s Secret Ser-
vice protection and by local 
law enforcement who must 
police his events. 

POLITICO is not the only 
news organization to be tar-
geted. In July, the Trump cam-
paign barred a Washington 
Post reporter from a rally in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The 
reporter, again, had tried to 
enter the event as a private cit-
izen, but was stopped by pri-
vate security.  

Trump has also promised 
to “open up” libel laws to make 
it easier for people to sue jour-
nalists. 

“So that when The New 
York Times writes a hit piece, 
which is a total disgrace—or 
when The Washington Post, 
which is there for other rea-
sons—write a hit piece, we 
can sue them and win money 
instead of having no chance of 

National 
election 
stuns 
campus

See PRESS   page 4

College restricts student storage space
By JOSEPH TINGLEY
News Editor
tingleyj@allegheny.edu

The Office of Residence 
Life announced in an email at 
the end of the spring 2016  se-
mester that it would be elim-
inating on-campus student 
storage, according to Gretch-
en Kerr, associate director of 
residence life. 

Storage, according to Di-
rector of Residence Life Jen 
Foxman, will still be provided 
to certain groups on campus, 
including international stu-
dents, Experiential Learn-
ing participants and Bonner 
Scholars. 

Foxman said the decision 
was based on challenges faced 
by the continued use of garag-
es in Allegheny Commons, 

which have housed student 
storage for the last several 
years. 

“It has been evolving over 
the years with student needs,” 
Foxman said. 

Foxman said the garages 
at the Commons are not ide-
al for storing student belong-
ings. She said there is limited 
space, and they are not wa-
tertight or temperature con-
trolled.  

“It wasn’t meeting people’s 
needs,” Foxman said. 

The way the garages were 
set up also made it difficult 
for students to access their be-
longings if they were the first 
ones back on campus after 
summer break, since student 
belongings were so tightly 
packed into the space, Fox-
man said. 

In the email which was sent 
out in the spring announcing 
that storage would no longer 
be available, Kerr listed the 
storage options in the area 
students could utilize. Prices 

for the smallest unit spaces 
in the area ranged from $55 a 
month for a 4 foot by 4 foot 
“crate” to $32 a month for a 3 
foot by 4 foot “storage locker.”   

Kerr said when Residence 
Life sent out the email in the 
spring, it received no negative 
feedback from students, many 
of whom she said have already 
begun to lean more toward 
private storage options. She 
said the office is sensitive to 
the fact that some students 
may not be in a position fi-
nancially to purchase storage 
space. 

“We are willing to work 
with students wherever they 
are,” Kerr said. “If we have a 
student in need, we are not 
going to turn our back on 
them.” 

The decision, according to 

Foxman, was made after years 
of gradual adjustments to 
storage policies and student 
feedback.  

“We have tried different 
things and then paused and 
gotten feedback,” Foxman 
said. 

Foxman said that while 
some students will now have 
to pay for their storage space, 
she feels they are getting a 
better product. 

“I think there is going to be 
less damage and more securi-
ty,” Foxman said. 

In addition, Foxman said 
there are plenty of places 
where students can find af-
fordable self-storage in the 
surrounding area. 

“There is a range of op-

See RES LIFE   page 2

The American peo-
ple have spoken, and 
the American people 
have elected their 
new champion.

“

“

Mike Pence
Vice President-Elect of 
the United States

If we have a student 
in need, we are not 
going to turn our 
back on them.

“ “

Gretchen Kerr
Associate Director of 
Residence Life
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“I worry for my parents 
who are reaching retirement 
age, and if our economy 
crashes they wouldn’t be able 
to retire,” Hernstrom-Hill 
said.

President of the College 
Democrats Mark Myers, ’19, 
said the election will have an 
impact beyond politics.

“By empowering a man 
like Donald Trump, you are 
in turn empowering people 
to commit heinous crimes be-
cause you’ve validated them,” 
Myers said.

Jonah Raether, ’18, said 
one potential complication of 
Trump’s presidency is the im-
pact it could have on minority 
groups.

“It’s not just Black Lives 
Matter that’s at stake,” Raether 

tions,” Foxman said. “We are 
not looking at a couple of 
hundred bucks a month for 
storage in this area.” 

Foxman said at most oth-
er colleges and universities, 
students are required to find 
their own storage, or can pay 
for space through the college. 
Kerr said some schools use 
the selling of student storage 
space as a fundraiser for their 
student government. 

“There is no best practice 
in the ‘industry,’ if you will,” 
Kerr said.  

The other issue Foxman 
and Kerr said made on-cam-
pus storage an issue was 
transporting items from resi-
dence halls to the Commons. 
Foxman said many students 
struggled to get rides up to 
the storage garages with all 
their stuff. 

Foxman said Lucy’s Stor-
age, located on Bessemer 
Street in Meadville, hopes to 
be able to alleviate that issue. 
She said after speaking with 
the owner of the new stor-
age facility, the owner would 
attempt to offer to bring the 
storage container to campus 
and then pick it up once it is 
filled. 

Danna Shorey, who serves 
as the general manager of Lu-
cy’s, said they are currently 
working with the college so 
they will be able to drop off 
and pick up student contain-
ers on campus. 

“We have got to get our-
selves some type of contract 
agreement with the college,” 
Shorey said. 

Shorey said student inter-
est will help them to get there. 

Foxman said now the us-
age of the storage garages 
at the Commons will be up 
to the discretion of Physical 
Plant. She said the other ga-
rages, which are not used for 
student storage, house Physi-
cal Plant equipment. 

While it would be up to 
Physical Plant to make the fi-
nal decision on how the space 
is utilized, Foxman said Resi-
dence Life is open to hearing 
student suggestions.

RES LIFE
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ALEX WEIDENHOF/THE CAMPUS
After wining a raffle for a cardboard cutout of Trump at the election watch party in the Tippie Alumni Center on 
Tuesday, Nov. 8, 2016, Hamza Masaeed, ’20, physically attacked the effigy. Donald Trump’s campaign was marked 
by a divisive rhetoric, said Assistant Professor of Political Science Andrew Bloeser. 

said. “Black lives are at stake.”
Dawgiello said that while 

Trump has said things consid-
ered prejudiced towards vari-
ous populations, his support 
for the president-elect comes 
from policy.

“I’d just like to emphasize 
that I support Donald Trump 
because I have valid reasons 
that don’t have to do with rac-
ism, sexism, homophobia, or 
any of the ’isms,” Dawgiello 
said. “That I’m not a terrible 
person, and we can get along 
just fine even though we dis-
agree politically.”

The Democratic nominee 
implicitly called out Trump’s 
history of making comments 
considered racist.

“We’ve spent a year and a 
half bringing together mil-

lions of people from every 
corner of our country to say 
with one voice that we believe 
that the American Dream is 
big enough for everyone, for 
people of all races and reli-
gions, for men and women, 
for immigrants, for LGBT 
people and people with dis-
abilities,” Clinton said. “For 
everyone.”

Clinton also used her con-
cession speech to give a mes-
sage to her supporters.

“To all the women, and 
especially the young women, 
who put their faith in this 
campaign and in me, I want 
you to know that nothing has 
made me prouder than to be 
your champion. I know we 
have still not shattered that 
highest and hardest glass ceil-

ing, but some day someone 
will, and hopefully sooner 
than we might think right 
now,” Clinton said. “And to all 
the little girls who are watch-
ing this, never doubt that you 
are valuable and powerful and 
deserving of every chance and 
opportunity in the world to 
pursue and achieve your own 
dreams.”

Bloeser said he has some 
concerns about Trump’s pres-
idency.

“Whereas Hillary Clinton 
has really detailed plans, … 
Donald Trump has not been 
very detailed in his plans, 
including major plans like 
building the wall,” Bloeser 
said.

Trump said a key goal for 
his presidency is to create jobs 

by rebuilding infrastructure.
“We’re going to rebuild our 

infrastructure, which will be-
come, by the way, second to 
none,” Trump said. “And we 
will put millions of our people 
to work as we rebuild it.”

The new administration 
will begin work before taking 
office in January 2017, ac-
cording  to Trump.

“We’re going to get to work 
immediately for the Ameri-
can people,” Trump said.

Another issue Bloeser said 
may come with a Trump pres-
idency is Trump’s fiscal re-
sponsibility. Trump wants to 
increase government spend-
ing, including massive im-
migration reform that calls 
for a wall along the southern 
border of the U.S., according 
to Bloeser.

“He literally has no gov-
erning experience,” Bloeser 
said.

Trump won Pennsylvania 
and its 20 electoral votes, in-
cluding 67.24 percent of the 
popular vote in Crawford 
County, which includes Al-
legheny College, according to 
the Associated Press.

Trump will be inaugurated 
on Jan. 20, 2017.

I think there is going 
to be less damage 
and more security.

“ “
Jen Foxman
Director of Residence Life

Students begin patrols with Public Safety 
JOSEPH TINGLEY/THE CAMPUS

Director of Public Safety Ali Awadi adjusts the vest of 
Hamza Masaeed, ’20, a member of the Gator Patrol Ser-
vice, a new service of students working with the Office of 
Public Safety, before heading for his shift on Nov. 4, 2016.
Members of the GPS divide into groups and patrol differ-
ent parts of campus and assist Public Safety in ensuring 
the safety and well-being of students, Awadi said. 
Awadi said the students of the GPS each work two or 
three hour shifts between 8 p.m. and 2 a.m. throughout 
the week. He said their role is largely to help students in 
need of assistance and alert Public Safety to any poten-
tially hazardous situations. 
As the GPS becomes more visible, Awadi said he hopes 
students will accept that they are there to help. 
“We want to make sure the campus embraces them,” 
Awadi said. 

I know we have still 
not shattered that 
highest and hard-
est glass ceiling, but 
some day someone 
will, and hopefully 
sooner than we might 
think right now.

“

“

Hillary Clinton
Former Democratic 
Nominee for President
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CRIME BLOTTER

 
Editor’s Note: The weekly Crime Blotter is compiled using the Daily Crime 
Log available in the Office of Public Safety. Crimes reported may still be 

under investigation. Crimes listed below are collected the Thursday before 
publication. 

CORRECTIONS

In the Nov. 4, 2016, issue of The Campus, a story on Allegheny Student 
Government referred to Amy Currul as the president of the Class of 2017 and 
Jason Ferrante as the president of the Class of 2020. Currul is a senator for the 

Class of 2017 and Ferrante is the vice president of the Class of 2020.

ASG discusses sustainability
By JOSEPH TINGLEY
News Editor
tingleyj@allegheny.edu

Allegheny Student Gov-
ernment Senator Walter Sto-
ver, ’17, announced the results 
of the 2016 October Energy 
Challenge at ASG’s general 
assembly on Tuesday, Nov. 
8. According to Stover, the 
challenge saved the college 
approximately $11,000. 

The October Energy 
Challenge seeks to limit the 
amount of energy Allegheny 
consumes in the month of 
October. The savings are then 
used to fund sustainability 
measures on campus. 

ASG’s Committee on Sus-
tainability will be meeting 
with Allegheny’s Sustainabili-
ty Coordinator Kelly Boulton 
to decide how to best allocate 

the funds saved during the 
challenge.

Stover made the an-
nouncement in place of Levi 
Lundell, ’17, director of sus-
tainability, who was not pres-
ent for the meeting. 

Director of Communica-
tions and Press, Mark Myers, 
’19, announced in his report 
that he and his committee 
are considering beginning 
to livestream ASG’s weekly 
meetings. 

“It will be a great way to 
engage with people,” Myers 
said. 

Class of 2017 Senator Amy 
Currul voiced concerns about 
the idea in terms of practical-
ity. 

“We’ve talked about this 
before, but who would be 
doing it has always been the 
question,” Currul said. 

Myers said he plans to sim-
ply use his phone or ASG’s 
ipad to livestream the meet-
ings. He said as long as he 
gets a steady shot, the quality 
should be good. 

“Realistically I don’t think 
a lot of people will use this, 
but it’s a way to be more trans-
parent,” Myers said. 

Livestreaming from meet-
ings that are held in the lobby 
of the campus center, Myers 
said, would be a challenge 
because of how spread out 
members are at those meet-
ings. 

Class of 2020 Vice Pres-
ident Jason Ferrante also 
voiced concerns that sound 

quality, especially for soft spo-
ken individuals, might be an 
issue. 

Vice President Sofia 
Kaufman, ’17, said it might 
also be worth speaking with 
the communications arts de-
partment about having some-
one help with livestreaming 
the meetings. 

Stover voiced his concern 
that livestreaming ASG’s 
meetings might lead to con-
fidential or sensitive informa-
tion being released inadver-
tently. Kaufman said general 
assembly meetings are open 
to the public, and if an ex-
ecutive session was needed, 
the livestreaming would be 
turned off. 

“Most of the things that 
are said are put in the minutes 
anyway,” Kaufman said. 

The Class of 2017 an-
nounced that they are con-
tinuing to work on bringing 
Winterfest back as a college 
event in January. Currul said 
Gator Activities Program-
ming has said it is too busy to 
plan the event. 

“I am trying to get that to 
be an entirely ASG event,” 
Currul said. 

The Class of 2018 said it 
would be partnering with the 
senior class to help plan Win-
terfest. 

The Class of 2020 said that 
it is continuing to move for-
ward with plans for a fresh-
man formal on Dec. 10, 2016. 

Realistically I don’t 
think a lot of people 
will use this, but it’s 
a way to be more 
transparent.

“ “

Mark Myers
ASG Director of Commu-
nications and Press

College hosts election dialogue
By ZACHARY BLANK
Contributing Writer
blankz@allegheny.edu

The Allegheny College 
Gateway and Sustained Dia-
logues, a newly-formed stu-
dent group, held two events 
in Pelletier Library  starting 
at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Nov. 9, to facilitate a commu-
nity dialogue for students and 
faculty and create meaningful 
discussion to process the re-
sults of the 2016 presidential 
election.

The first event—an infor-
mal gathering—was on the 
first floor of the library. Pro-
vost and Dean of the College 
Ron Cole began by address-
ing the group and thanking 
everyone for attending. Sus-
tained Dialogues President 
Melissa Mattwig, ’17, handed 
out a list of general questions 
and a guideline for group 
norms in order for the event 
to run smoothly and achieve  
a better understanding among 
students. 

The group norms provid-
ed to participants prior to the 
informal discussion asked 
participants not to talk over 
anyone else in the group, and 
encouraged participants to be 
understanding of others’ per-
ceptions and opinions.

Representatives from the 
college administration, the 
political science department 
and the Office of Residence 
Life joined students in the 
informal discussion groups, 
which broke out into three 
sections to discuss various 
personal concerns regarding 
the election.

Milton Guevara, ’18, is a 
resident advisor who brought 
together his residents the pre-
vious night in order to follow 
the election results.

“I am interested in com-
munity justice, and I like to 
bring what I learn to my res-
idents,” said Guevara.

One group of 11 gathered 
around the Center for Politi-
cal Participation Office to dis-
cuss personal concerns. Sev-

eral professors in the group 
spoke about the difficulty 
of granting students a space 
to speak about the election, 
when often the coursework 
contradicted what was going 
on in the media.

Chair of Political Science 
and Professor of Political Sci-
ence Shannan Mattiace men-
tioned that she specifically 
had difficulty teaching her 
students the textbook’s un-
derstanding of immigration 
while what was occurring in 
the media contradicted what 
was taught.

Other professors noted 
an increasing number of stu-
dents who visited their offices 
to address their concerns fol-
lowing the election. 

There was a pervasive sense 
of fear and insecurity regard-
ing the students’ responses to 
the election. The uncertainty 
of whether friends and family 
of students would be deport-
ed was a common theme.

This result was especially 
off-putting for a number of in-
ternational students who felt 
that their presence in the U.S. 
was being threatened. Other 
concerns regarding the de-
portation of immigrants and 
the future rights for LGBTQ 
students were also discussed 
in the informal sessions. 

As students and faculty 
gathered in the Pelletier Col-
laboratory at 7:30 p.m., Mat-
twig and Elijah Prince, ’17, 
discussed the history of Sus-

tained Dialogues, which they 
said started in the 1990s.

“Sustained Dialogues cre-
ates safe spaces where peo-
ple can come together, and 
people can be affected deeply 
enough to understand,” said 
Mattwig.

Prince then asked Allegh-
eny College President James 
Mullen to address the audi-
ence.

“These are the moments 
that Allegheny needs to be to-
gether, regardless of who you 
voted for,” said Mullen.

Upon Mullen’s remarks, 
the club’s moderators pro-
ceeded to break off into sev-
eral different groups and 
disperse themselves around 
the library.

The moderators began by 
asking the students how they 
generally felt, given the out-
come of the election. There 
were multiple narratives re-
garding the safety of persons 
of color and the LGBTQ com-
munity.

An overwhelming major-
ity of participants stated that 
they were relieved that they 
fit the profile of “privileged 
folks.” Most of these students 
admitted that the thought of 
walking downtown into the 
City of Meadville post-elec-
tion made them feel uneasy 
and that they would not feel 
comfortable revealing their 
gender and sexual identities.

The moderators then asked 
if they could pull anything 
positive out of the election. 
At this time, the participants 
pulled together and proposed 
a “march against fear” to com-
bat prejudice they said arose 
from the election.

The event ended with a 
collective de-briefing of what 
conversations took place 
during separate group dis-
cussions. Participants shared 
ideas, and a sign-up sheet 
was passed around to recruit 
students who would be in-
terested in future sit-ins and 
protests.

These are the mo-
ments that Allegheny 
needs to be togeth-
er, regardless of who 
you voted for.

“

“

James Mullen
President of the College

Nov. 4, 2016
College Owned House

Aggravated assault.

Nov. 5, 2016
Ravine-Narvik Hall

Sexual assault.

Nov. 6, 2016
Baldwin Hall

Underage consumption.
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The American people 
have spoken—the winner of 
this year’s presidential race is 
Donald J. Trump.

The 2016 presidential race 
has proven to be one of the 
most controversial runnings 
ever. It has been 596 days 
since the race for the next 
president of the United States 
commenced, and what was 
once more than 20 seriously 
considered candidates was 
narrowed down to just two.

The candidates that Amer-
icans were presented with for 
the final vote were Demo-
cratic nominee Hillary Clin-
ton, Republican nominee 
Donald Trump, Libertarian 
candidate Gary Johnson and 
Green Party representative 
Jill Stein. Though there were 
four options, this year’s liter-
al and metaphorical fight for 
president was a two-horse 
race headed by Clinton and 
Trump.

In order to understand this 
year’s election and all the com-
motion it has caused, it is im-
portant to look at the faces of 
America’s two leading parties.

Clinton, 69, has been at 

winning because they’re total-
ly protected,” Trump said.

Everyone in this coun-
try should be unnerved by 
Trump’s threats to the Consti-
tution.

Historically, censorship of 
the press is the first step of 
dictators. In 1934, the year 
Adolf Hitler took control of 
Germany, the Nazis “con-
trolled less than three percent 
of Germany’s 4,700 papers,” 
according to the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Muse-
um. It was only a matter of 
weeks before Nazis began de-
stroying printing presses and 
newspaper offices. Political 
opponents were attacked and 
imprisoned in concentration 
camps.

By the end of the 1944, less 
than a quarter of those 4,700 
papers still existed, and only 
half of those remaining were 
owned by private individuals 

and institutions. Even those 
only printed material when 
they were specifically in-
structed to do so by the Nazi 
regime. 

During Stalin’s reign over 
the Soviet Union, citizens 
were restricted on what they 
could listen to and what they 
could read. The state had a 
tight grip on the media, ac-
cording to the History Learn-
ing Site. The site writes that 
“[t]hose who attempted to 
listen, read etc. anything else 
were severely punished. Ev-
erybody knew of the labour 
camps and that was enough of 
a deterrent.”

North Korea, well-known 
for having one of the most 
repressive governments in 
the world, also has arguably 
the most censored press, ac-
cording to Radio Free Asia. 
Everything published, every-
thing broadcasted, must be 

approved by the government. 
No criticism or new ideas are 
allowed to be shared publicly 
within the country. 

And now, in the United 
States, there is a man in the 
most powerful seat that the 
country has to offer who has 
threatened First Amendment 
rights, the same rights that 
have given him and his sup-
porters the opportunity to de-
mean the majority of the U.S. 
population. 

Donald Trump is a man 
who won Politifact’s 2015 
Lie of the Year for the “mis-
statements” made during 
his campaign. Of the more 
than 300 statements made 
by Trump that Politifact has 
fact-checked, 70 percent of 
them were mostly false, false 
or “pants on fire.” Only four 
percent of statements fact-
checked were rated as com-
pletely true. We need a free 

the political forefront for de-
cades, with positions includ-
ing first lady,  U.S. senator 
and secretary of state. While 
the Yale graduate has had a 
successful, and long career in 
politics, many of her biggest 
accomplishments have been 
overshadowed by scandals in-
volving her and her husband, 
Bill Clinton.

These scandals include her 
husband having an affair with 
a White House staff member 
while president. Another con-
troversy surrounding Clin-
ton is her handling, sharing 
and deleting of thousands 
of emails—some were clas-
sified—through her private 
email server. Although the 
emails have been investigated 
by the FBI, they have not been 
released in their entirety.

Clinton’s political views 
stay right on track with typ-
ical Democratic left-wing 
politics. She is a proponent 
of Obamacare, an advocate of 
gun control and pro-choice 
policies and favors taxation to 
fund big government projects.

Trump, 70, is new to poli-
tics but is a household name 
because of his work in the 
business world. He sits as 
the president of the Trump 
Organization and is founder 

of Trump Entertainment Re-
sorts. Trump also gained pop-
ularity for his part in the reali-
ty show “The Apprentice.”

The billionaire is abhorred 
by many for his racist, sexist 
and overall distasteful com-
ments. Trump has been ac-
cused of sexually assaulting 
dozens of women. While he 
has not been found guilty of 
any accusations, he has how-
ever been recorded bragging 
about groping women with-
out consent.

While Trump is not your 
average politician, he still 
holds true to many of the 
right-wing GOP beliefs. He 
firmly supports anti-immi-
gration, anti-gun control and 
anti-abortion policies. Trump 
also made it clear early on in 
the presidential race that he 
disagreed with Obamacare 
and plans to tear it up.  

On Tuesday, Nov. 8, the 
American people casted their 
votes for the next president 
and for many other elected 
officials. From the polling lo-
cations, the votes are sent to 
the Electoral College. At the 
Electoral College, each state 
gets a set amount of electoral 
votes based on their popula-
tion. For example, California 
has 55 electoral votes. Mon-

tana, a less densely populated 
state, only has three votes. In 
order to win the presidency, 
one candidate must have 270 
of the 538 possible electoral 
votes.

That being said, when you 
place your vote, you are vot-
ing to elect specific people 
into the college. These peo-
ple, known as electors, are 
appointed by political parties 
in each state. The electors will 
have the final word by repre-
senting the popular vote in 
their particular state. On Dec. 
18, the electors will give the 
final vote to declare who will 
be the 45th president of the 
United States.

Through Tuesday night 
and early Wednesday morn-
ing, social media surged with 
panic and anxiety as Trump, 
who was predicted to lose by 
a considerable margin, slow-
ly began taking the lead in 
electoral votes. Hundreds of 
pre-election polls were taken 
trying to predict who would 
win, and Clinton had the edge 
in all of them.

Trump’s win on Wednes-
day has proven to be one of 
greatest upsets in the history 
of American politics. Clinton 
supporters thought she would 
win easily, but were in dismay 

THE SIMPLE THINGS

Comic by Jonathon Yee 

By TRAVIS NEWTON
Contributing Writer
newtont@allegheny.edu

as Trump started taking many 
of the states that were once 
conceived as impossible for 
him to win.

Understanding the im-
portance each state plays is 
crucial in understanding why 
certain candidates win. Ob-
viously a candidate wants as 
many of the larger electoral 
voting states as possible.

Trump succeeded in 
achieving this. Trump’s first 
massive win came in the 
swing state of Florida. It was 
there that he gained 29 votes. 
This was the first time Amer-
ica began to accept a Trump 
win as a possibility. Trump 
also picked up monumental 
wins in Pennsylvania, Ohio 
and Michigan. So far, he re-
ceived 279 of the electoral 
votes compared to just 228 
from the Clinton campaign.

While it is important to 
observe where Trump won, 
it is also essential to decipher 
how he pulled off this historic 
upset. Much can be said about 
Trump’s abrasive nature, 
whether it be his vile behavior 
toward women, or his often 
inappropriate description of 
immigrants.

Trump gave America many 
reasons not to support him, 
but the greatest advantage he 

possessed was the hope for 
change. He ran on the cam-
paign slogan “Make America 
Great Again,” and it was that 
belief that captured the votes 
of millions of Americans.

The business icon turned 
politician, focused on fixing 
the stagnation that America 
has been subjected to in past 
years. He often times noted 
how he was going to com-
pletely flip American gov-
ernment upside down and 
revive the dormant economy. 
Through these promises for 
change, he won many of his 
supporters.

Whether you agree with 
the results of the 2016 pres-
idential election or not, it is 
clear that this has been one of 
the most controversial elec-
tions ever. America has gone 
through over a year of mud-
slinging and questionable 
rhetoric to get to this point.

No matter where you stand 
politically, it is important that 
we come together as one peo-
ple. Changes will be made and 
policies will be implemented, 
but it is the people of the U.S. 
that hold strong to the core of 
American values.

press holding this man ac-
countable for the rampant lies 
he constantly claims he did 
not spread. 

Because of its capacity for 
voicing dissent and expos-
ing corruption, a free press is 
critical in a democracy’s sys-
tem of checks and balances. 
Journalists are always an easy 
target. They are often critical, 
they have very little power 
in that they are not creden-
tialed investigators, and their 
effectiveness is often based 
on a willingness of sources to 
speak with them. Journalists 
are rarely loved. In fact, often 
their best work inspires out-
rage and anger against them. 

It is fair to say that the me-
dia is not perfect. There are 
news outlets that have vio-
lated journalistic ethics and 
breached the trust of their au-
diences. Just as the Klu Klux 
Klan is an unfortunate rami-

fication of freedom of speech, 
the National Enquirer is the 
unsavory byproduct of free-
dom of the press. 

However, organizations 
like The Washington Post, 
The New York Times and 60 
Minutes have done excep-
tional work, working hourly 
to cover crucial news in the 
public’s interest. Often, these 
journalists are risking their 
lives to provide these crucial 
news stories to the public. 

Trump has shown his will-
ingness to attack the First 
Amendment and those who 
seek its protection in the 
name of public service, and 
these attacks have been met 
with cheers. What we must 
remember is that in 1934, Hit-
ler, too, was met with cheers. 

We must be diligent over 
the next four years to ensure 
that the rights of our free 
press are not stripped away. 

There is no doubt Trump will 
try to stop major news outlets 
from covering his time in the 
White House by continuing 
to deny credentials to select 
reporters. We must not allow 
this to happen. 

A free press is essential to 
our democracy, and it is un-
der assault. We must be ready 
to ensure we are not caught 
sleeping, and that we are 
mindful of the past. 

We are perched on a slip-
pery slope. At the bottom lies 
the same fate as Nazi Germa-
ny, Soviet Russia and North 
Korea. Over the next four 
years, we must be mindful 
that we do not begin to slide, 
because once one constitu-
tional right falls, others will 
inevitably follow. 

Send letters to the editor. 
Support news organizations. 
Do not let anyone take away 
your right to dissent. 

PRESS from page 1

Moving forward with America’s choice
Trump unexpectedly wins presidential election by narrow margin
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Allegheny students and 
community members gath-
ered in Shafer Auditorium 
on Saturday, Nov. 5, to watch 
a musical and dance perfor-
mance by the Yuval Ron En-
semble. The ensemble’s theme 
was “The Mystical Music of 
the Middle East.” 

The ensemble approached 
Allegheny’s Year of Mindful-
ness theme through alleviat-
ing national, racial, religious 
and cultural divides by unit-
ing the music and dance of 
the people of the Middle East 
into a unique, spiritual and 
inspiring musical celebration. 

“When the college decided 
to do the Year of Mindfulness, 
they encouraged us to do 
more than just lectures and 
to bring different art forms 
as well,” said Jane Ellen Nick-
ell, college chaplain and Year 

Ensemble explores Middle Eastern mysticism

of Mindfulness committee 
member. “So I thought about 
this group, and when I looked 
at their website, I saw this 
program that brings together 
Judaism, Islam and Eastern 
Christianity through music 
and dance.” 

The ensemble was found-
ed in 1999 and is led by Yuval 
Ron, a composer, producer 
and musician. The ensemble 
includes Arabic, Jewish and 
Christian artists who work to 
intersect the sacred musical 
traditions of Judaism, Sufism 
and the Christian Armenian 
Church. 

The group’s members 
are Elinor Sitrish on vocals; 
Sukhawat Ali Khan on Qa-
wwali vocals and harmoni-
um; Norik Manoukian on 
the duduk, an Armenian 
woodwind instrument, and 
other woodwinds; Verginie 
Alumyan on the kanoun, and 
Middle Eastern lap zither or 
harp; and Jamie Papish on 

percussion. The ensemble’s 
performance included a visu-
al component with devotional 
dancer Maya Gabay. 

The group also held mu-
sical and dance workshops 
with the music department 
throughout Friday and Sat-
urday. The workshop was 
called “Workshop with Yuval 
Ron: Healing and Transform-
ing Consciousness Through 
Sacred Sound, Music and 
Dance.”

“I went to the music semi-
nar. They explained to us the 
different modes and modality 
in which music can be written 
in. … In the east, they focus 
on the emotion and the earthy 
sound,” said Elsie Hendricks, 
’18. “I also went to the dance 
workshop on Saturday. … I 
loved it. I felt really relaxed 
afterwards. It really helped 
everyone to focus on the pres-
ent, and that was what it was 
about—getting your body to 
relax and be in the present as 

well as your mind.” 
Paula Quagliana, an Al-

legheny parent, said she had 
never seen a live performance 
similar to the ensemble’s ex-
perience. 

“It was more than just mu-
sic,” said Quagliana. “It was 
really nice to have positive 
messages that come along 
through the music, especial-
ly during this time around. It 
was a great part of the family 
weekend.” 

The concert featured songs 
of Sufi originating from Tur-
key; Jewish prayers from 
Morocco, Yemen and Israel; 
Armenian chants; and a col-
orful devotional dancer. In 
the program, described on the 
ensemble’s website as “vivid” 
and “danceable,” the ensemble 
demonstrated Sephardic-Jew-
ish traditions of Spain and 
eastern Sufi traditions. 

The ensemble inspired 
interaction between it and 
the audience in the form of 

singing along, clapping and 
dancing to the rhythms of 
Andalusia, Pakistan and the 
Middle East. The program 
also sought to bridge gaps 
between Muslim, Jewish and 
Christian global communities 
through music, storytelling 
and dance.

The music emphasized 
one key message throughout 
the performance: peace and 
unity between all faiths and 
cultures.

“We sit in a semicircle be-
cause we wouldn’t be com-
plete without you all. You are 
all welcome to dance, sing and 
be on the stage with us. Only 
then, we will be complete,” 
said Ron. “To be mindful is to 
pray. Direct prayer connects 
us to the one who is beyond.” 

Some highlights of the 
concert included “Natra-
nyani,” a raga—or classical 
mode of southern Asia—that 
contains healing energy writ-
ten by the Khan’s father, and 

“Vartani mor vort,” a lament 
from the late 5th century ded-
icated to the Armenian hero 
Vartan.

The audience sat mesmer-
ized as Gabay performed to 
energetic music with tribal 
beats. She brought a fiery sen-
suality to the stage with the 
traditional eastern dance.

“To bring the three main 
religions into one place of 
unity, that is the mysticism of 
Islam. The third piece I dance, 
I did the whirling with the 
Hebrew letters, ‘Shalom,’” said 
Gabay. “That is how we inte-
grate—by taking the mystical 
aspect of the religion, and we 
bring the mean to the space 
and so we can share the sacred 
experience through move-
ment and sounds.” 

The concert ended on a 
familiar note: the audience 
stood and sang the words to 
Leonard Cohen’s “Hallelujah” 
while Sitrish sang them in He-
brew and English. 

PHOTOS BY BRITTANY ADAMS/THE CAMPUS
The Yuvon Ron Ensemble, a performance group made up of Jewish, Muslim and Christian artists, performed on Saturday, Nov. 5 in Shafer Auditorium for students and commu-
nity members. The performance, entitled “The Mystical Music of the Middle East,” brought together musical themes from Judaism, Sufism and Christianity. 

By SHU YI TANG
Web Manager
tangs@allegheny.edu

Yuvon Ron Ensemble combines music, stories and dance styles

International students share perspectives on the 2016 race

“I’m frustrated, at the same time frightened,” said Miharu 
Koh, ’20, of the recent election of Donald Trump to the office of 
president of the United States of America. “Even though I am 
a legal resident and can work legally, what Trump was saying 
about immigrants might make people think it’s okay to discrim-
inate against immigrants in public places.”

Koh, who is interested in studying biochemistry at Allegh-
eny, has lived in California for six years. Her family moved to 
Silicon Valley from Tokyo, Japan.

Koh said that she experienced a kind of culture shock when 
arriving in Meadville. She hailed from a traditionally liberal 
area in California, where a majority of her friends supported 
Bernie Sanders’ campaign. 

“Before I learned everything in high school, I thought Amer-
ica was a free country where everyone gets equal rights,” Koh 
said. “I thought that politics were clear. In high school I learned 
that it’s more complicated than it looks.”

Many of Koh’s international friends believe that this year’s 
election results will directly affect them.

“Some people are thinking about leaving the country,” Koh 
said. “I don’t think that’s the best solution, honestly. That’s just 
living on your instincts and not thinking about it.”

Dipto Mukherjee, ’19, lived in Calcutta, India for most of his 
life. Both Dipto and his brother traveled to the U.S. to study at 
Allegheny College. Mukherjee began following U.S. presiden-
tial elections in 2008 and 2012, when he admired then presi-
dent elect Barack Obama.

“I liked the way [Obama] thought,” Mukherjee said. “[I 
liked] his foreign policy especially, how he tried to get America 
out of wars and make diplomatic negotiations the more usual 
way of dealing with things. In order to take away nuclear weap-
ons for Iran, the Obama administration followed a diplomatic 
procedure.”

On the night of the election, Mukherjee kept vigil until the 
early morning anticipating the results. He said that, like the 
people he watched the results with, he was left in a state of dis-
belief.

“I honestly did not expect this from America—a country 
built on immigrants—that they would support a xenophobic 
leader at the helm,” Mukherjee said. “But it is democracy. If the 
people have spoken, we have to respect their opinions.”

India also hosts a two-party political system, according to 
Mukherjee. The Indian constitution borrows from the British 
constitution, making it easier for third-party candidates to win. 

Miguel Guillen, ’19, a political science and Spanish dou-
ble-major at Allegheny, is a first-generation American citizen. 
His family immigrated from Nayarit, Mexico, to Santa Ana, 
California. He grew interested in American politics and history 
when helping his mother study for her naturalization exams.

Guillen followed the latest U.S. presidential election from 
near the beginning. When Trump first announced his candi-
dacy, Guillen thought it a joke. Now, the election results have 
left him fearful for the safety of his friends and family, as well 
as his own.

“Given that I do spend a majority of the year here in 
Meadville, and given the results of this election, I feel a lit-
tle bit insecure. There’s fear of going out into Meadville and 
the surrounding areas because it is a very conservative and 
Trump-supporting area. Because of Trump’s rhetoric, I feel that 
people will become more emboldened to spew racist rhetoric.”

Guillen has received messages from his family asking that he 
not leave campus, and if he does, to not go out alone. 

“This isn’t just a temporary thing,” Guillen said. “As a person 
of color, I have to get used to living in Trump’s America. And 
that’s something that scares me. I have a lot of fear for myself, 
my friends, my family and my community.”

By TYLER STIGALL  •  Science/International Editor  •  stigallt@allegheny.edu    
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Tom Hanks returns to the 
big screen as Robert Langdon 
in “Inferno,” a mystery thriller 
that keeps viewers on the edge 
of their seats and leaves them 
with an uneasy feeling.  

Despite the title, “Inferno” 
burnt out at the box office, 
making only $149 million 
after opening in theaters on 
Oct. 28. Directed by Ron 
Howard, the film is painfully 
suspenseful but pieced to-
gether to form a blunt history 
lesson on Dante Alighieri.

Based on the 2013 nov-
el, “Inferno” is the sequel to 
“The Da Vinci Code” and 
“Angels and Demons,” both 
novels written by Dan Brown. 
The third installment follows 
professor Langdon after he 
wakes up in an Italian hospi-
tal with head trauma and no 
memory of the past 48 hours 
or the events that led him to 
Florence. 

The film opens with a voi-
ceover from Ben Foster’s char-
acter, Bertrand Zobrist. Zo-
brist is shown running away 

from a group of men only to 
be cornered on top of a tow-
er in Florence. With no way 
out, Zobrist hurls himself off 
of the tower and commits sui-
cide. Viewers later learn that 
Zobrist believed overpopula-
tion was going to lead to the 
end of the human race, so he 
developed a virus named In-
ferno that could wipe out half 
of the world’s population. To 
add to the drama, Zobrist was 
also a fan of the Italian poet, 
Dante. Zobrist somehow 
knew that he would not live to 
release the virus himself, and 

the voiceover explains that he 
hid it and left clues related to 
Dante in order for his partner 
to find it. 

The movie then cuts to the 
discombobulated Langdon 
laying in a hospital bed. The 
camera switches in and out 
with Langdon’s blurry per-
spective. He stares out of his 
hospital window and wonders 
how and why he ended up in 
Florence. His confusion and 
the drama-filled plot increas-
es when an assassin called 
Vayentha bursts into the hos-
pital looking for Langdon’s 
room and starts firing her gun 
at the hospital aids. 

Langdon’s doctor, Sien-
na Brooks, played by Felic-
ity Jones, helps him escape 
from the hospital, and they 
hide in her apartment. When 
Langdon wakes up, Brooks 
questions him profusely, only 
creating more questions and 
complexities within the plot. 

Brooks gives Langdon 
her unnamed male friend’s 
clothes to change into. While 
changing, Langdon finds a 
high-tech bio-tube in his 
jacket pocket that he does not 
recognize. The tube holds a 
picture of Botticelli’s “Map of 

‘Inferno’ burns out in theaters
By MARLEY PARISH
Features Editor
parishm@allegheny.edu

Students stay ‘Up ’til Dawn’ for St. Jude

Top: Participants in the fundraiser pose for a picture. 
$27,724 were raised to donate to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital. Students formed teams to raise mon-
ey, participate in activities and compete in games at 
the event. There were relay races, scavanger hunts, a 
flag-making contest and a trashion show. A video was 
also shown that told the story of a boy who had lym-
phoblastic leukemia but was helped by St. Jude. 

Right: Vincent Carone, ’20, and Francis Faiello, ’20, race 
against each other in the Bungee Run Challenge. The 
object of the race is to place a baton as far down the 
two-laned course while running against the pull of the 
bungee cord they are harnessed into.

Hell” that was an original il-
lustration for Dante’s “Divine 
Comedy.” This is only the be-
ginning of the history lessons 
that crowd the movie’s dia-
logue. 

Langdon and Sienna then 
venture to the Palazzo Vec-
chio to examine Dante’s death 
mask and a painting by Vasa-
ri. While there, Marta, who 
is a curator at the museum, 
recognizes Langdon. He pre-
tends to remember her. Once 
they realize that the mask is 
missing, they watch the secu-
rity footage and see Langdon 
stealing the mask. Of course, 
he has no memory of this 
event. The interrogation of 
Langdon is cut short when 
the World Health Organiza-
tion and the assassin invade 
in order to take Langdon into 
custody. 

Langdon skillfully steals 
Marta’s access card in order 
to escape the Palazzo with 
Brooks. The majority of the 
movie features the couple 
running from government 
officials, deciphering Zobrist’s 
trail and somehow finding 
shortcuts and secret tunnels 
in historical buildings, all 
while educating viewers on 

Contributed by wikipedia.com

the history of Dante. 
Later on, viewers are intro-

duced to a secret internation-
al security organization called 
the Consortium, led by Harry 
Sims, played by Irrfan Khan, 
who awkwardly jokes about 
the different ways he has mur-
dered people, created illu-
sions and staged crime scenes. 

Today it seems like no 
movie is without unrequited 
love, and “Inferno” is no ex-
ception. Langdon is reunited 
with a former flame through-
out the never-ending chases 
through the Serene Republic. 
As viewers attempt to connect 
the complex plotlines, they 

are bombarded with lessons 
about the “Horses of Constan-
tinople” and other artwork 
amongst randomly peppered 
in hints to Langdon’s lost love. 

There is plot twist after 
plot twist in “Inferno,” and to 
be honest, I did not see most 
of them coming. However, I 
found myself laughing and 
feeling slightly guilty for it 
because of the direness of the 
film’s main conflict. 

The film ends in an intense 
chase and drawn out struggle 
that had me nervously bit-
ing my nails even though the 
ending was semi-predictable, 
especially if you have seen ei-
ther “The Da Vinci Code” or 
“Angels and Demons.” 

“Inferno’s” dramatic twists 
and turns created some note-
worthy scenes, but it did not 
leave me with a burning de-
sire to watch it again or read 
Brown’s books. The film has 
just enough drama and sus-
pense to hold viewers’ at-
tention, but the overload of 
historical facts certainly put 
out some of its flares and hin-
dered its overall likeability.

The overload of his-
torical facts certainly 
puts out some of its 
flares and hindered 
its overall likeability.

“ “

Marley Parish
Class of 2019

          PHOTOS BY BRITTANY ADAMS/THE CAMPUS
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Greek life gets musical at Greek Sing

Top: Kappa Alpha Theta did a chair dance that replicated the one performed by Phi Gamma Delta in last year’s Greek Sing. For the soritities, Kappa Alpha Theta 
won second place for its performance and won enough points to take first for Greek Week. 
Left: Theta Chi danced to “Time of My Life” during its Greek Sing performance on Friday, Nov. 4, 2016.
Right: Delta Tau Delta acted as characters from “Anchorman” for their Greek Sing performance which earned it third place for the fraternities for the night. 

Overheard at Allegheny

“I’m not hungover at all.”

“On the bright side, the grapes are good 
today.”

“I’m going to stay off Facebook for a week.”

“Well, I’m going to pay for my overpriced meal. 
Thanks, Donald Trump.”

“My 8-year-old brother asks my father today 
if we were going to war with Japan.”

“Today’s a drunk food day, today 
is not a day for salad.” 

“This cupcake is not going to cheer me 
up, but I am going to try.”

“If he won more of the minority vote than Romney, 
then people must really hate women.”

2016 Presidential  Election Edition

“I said, we’re [screwed] every-
body, and then I fell down.” 
  

All comments were heard in McKinley’s Food Court on Wednesday, Nov. 9, 2016 following the presidential election.



November 11, 2016 AlleghenyCampus.com8 The Campus
[SPORTS]

Football  Falls   24-0   To  Ohio  Wesleyan

Above: Logan Lee, ’19, 
looks for a teammate to 
pass to during the game 
against Ohio Wesleyan 
University on Saturday, 
Nov. 5 at Frank B. Furher 
Field.

Left: The Gators prepare 
to snap the ball against 
Ohio Wesleyan. The Ga-
tors fell 24-0 to the Bat-
tling Bishops. 

The Gators will close 
their 2016 season at 
home on Saturday, Nov. 
12 at 1 p.m. against Wit-
tenberg University. The 
team will recognize their 
seniors at the game. 

Men’s 
basketball 
forms 
family as 
season 
begins

By EYLIE BUEHLER
Editor-In-Chief
buehlere@allegheny.edu

By ALEX HOLMES
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Women’s basketball confident in young team

The women’s basketball 
team has begun preparations 
for the 2016-17 season with a 
younger and larger team than 
recent years. 

“We have a lot of youth 
on our team this season, so 
there’s a lot more teaching 
early on,” said Head Coach 
Kate Costanzo. “It’s exciting 
though because there’s a lot 
of potential and we have a 
lot of talent. There’s just more 
teaching going on compared 
to last season when we had 
five seniors who were leading 
the way with a lot of things.”

Forward Sadie Longo, ’19, 
and guard Madison Cau-
field, ’18, agreed that having 
a young team has brought a 
new dynamic and sense of 
leadership to the team. 

“Last year we had four re-
ally talented and good leaders 

that were seniors, and now 
we have one senior and two 
juniors, so the leadership is 
different,” Longo said. “But 
the sophomores and I think 
even the freshmen have been 
stepping up and taking lead-
ership roles and keeping the 
team accountable.”

The captains this year are 
Caufield and Amanda Beebe, 
’18, the two juniors on the 
team. 

“Our chemistry is already 
pretty strong, but [we] defi-
nitely want to improve in that 
aspect, and getting everyone 
used to … the fast pace at 
which we play in addition to 
improving our offense and 
how comfortable we feel in it,” 
Caufield said. 

Costanzo said practices 
during the preseason have 
consisted of fundamental 
work and preparing defensive 
plays. 

“Once games start there is 
more preparation for who our 

opponent is, so that changes a 
little bit, but everything else 
stays the same. Our focus on 
fundamentals, and getting 
better each day and watching 
film stays the same,” Costanzo 
said. 

In addition to fine-tuning 
skills on the court, the team 
is working to create an atmo-

sphere centered on a common 
goal of reaching the confer-
ence championship by using 
what they termed a ‘culture 
focus.’

“Last year was positivi-
ty; this year we’re focusing 
on ring culture,” Longo said. 
“Last year, we made it to the 
championship game in the 
conference, and this year, we 
want to win it.”

The team’s main goal for the 
season is to make it back to 
the playoffs and find success 
in conference games. 

“I think if we get better 
each day, we’re going to be in 
a really good place come the 
end of February,” Costanzo 
said. “Much like last season, 
our goal is always to make 
the playoffs, and that’s a real-
istic expectation for this year’s 
group too even though we’re 
young. We’re looking at it as 
we’re reloading, not rebuild-
ing, so that’s kind of what our 
motivation is. There are a lot 

of new players on the team, so 
we’ve got a lot to prove.”

In addition to achieving 
their goals, Caufield and Lon-
go said they are looking for-
ward to simply having more 
time playing together as a 
team. 

“We all love playing the 
game, so just getting to play 
with each other, and seeing 
how we grow together and the 
success that will come from all 
the work we put in up to this 
point and through the rest of 
the season will be exciting,” 
Caufield. 

“I’m looking forward to 
seeing them be successful on 
the court. It’s always fun when 
everything starts to click—
that’s always the exciting part,” 
Costanzo said. “The team en-
joys the game so that’s good 
motivation.” 

The women will play their 
first game on Tuesday, Nov. 
15, at Mount Union College at 
7:30 p.m.

I’m looking forward 
to seeing them be 
successful on the 
court. It’s always 
fun when everything 
starts to click—that’s 
always the exciting 
part.

“

“

Kate Costanzo
Women’s Basketball 
Head Coach

Gators prepare to close out 2016 season against Wittenberg

The Allegheny men’s bas-
ketball team will begin their 
2016-17 season this month 
with only six returning play-
ers. The rest of the team is 
made up of all first-year play-
ers. Head Coach Bob Sim-
mons said fresh talent could 
help the team improve their 
record of 4-21 from last year.

“We have 10 new stu-
dent-athletes as members of 
our family,” Simmons said. 
“We have depth in every po-
sition.”

Simmons has been coach-
ing at the college level for 
21 years, but this is only his 
second year at Allegheny.  
Since becoming a coach, Sim-
mons’ goals have remained 
the same—he wants to see 
his team remain competitive 
and be successful on and off 
the court.  Simmons said he 
wants to graduate all the se-
niors, go undefeated and win 
the national championship, in 
that order.

“I always look forward to 
working with student-ath-
letes and [helping] them grow 
through athletics,” Simmons 
said.  “We try to show them 
that what we do on the court 
carries over to the classroom 
and life in general.  It is great 
having a hand in helping de-
velop our future husbands, 
fathers and leaders.”

Shooting guard Billy Urso, 
’19, said this season will be 
different than the last because 
of the new players because the 
leadership and determination 
of the team has improved.

“The competitiveness, work 
ethic and leadership is where 
we want it to be,” Urso said. 
“We are a young team, so ... 
some young mistakes are go-
ing to be made, but we have a 
championship team mentality 
day-in and day-out which is 
something we are very proud 
of.”

Simmons said the men 
compete against some of the 
best coaches and athletes in 
the country, but he is confi-
dent in their abilities. 

“The only time you should 
be nervous is when you are 
not prepared, and we will al-
ways be prepared,” Simmons 
said.

The team has been practic-
ing officially for about month. 
Simmons and Urso said they 
have witnessed potential in 
the team in that time. 

“They enjoy being around 
one another and want the best 
for each other.  As we spend 
more time together and go 
through different experienc-
es throughout the season, we 
will love each other more, and 
once that happens, we will 
have something special,” Sim-
mons said. 

Urso echoed Simmons’ 
sentiment and said the team 
is improving little by little.

Point guard Liam Wilby, 
’20, said that as a first-year, 
most athletes have nerves go-
ing into the season, but his 
teammates have made the 
transition onto the team a 
smooth one.

“We’re quite a close family, 
so I feel pretty comfortable 
with everyone,” Wilby said.  
“It’s an easy group to get along 
with and play with.”

The men will open their 
season at Grove City College 
on Tuesday, Nov. 15 at 5:30 
p.m.
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