
“I still had my underwear 
on. It was just pushed to the 
side, and that didn’t feel nor-
mal,” Madeline said. 

Pennsylvania law states 
that sexual intercourse can be 
defined as rape if the offender 
engaged in intercourse while 
the complainant is “uncon-
scious or where the person 
knows that the complainant is 
unaware that the sexual inter-
course is occurring.”

The Compass Student 
Handbook defines sexual as-
sault as “any type of sexual 
activity perpetrated against a 
person’s will, where that per-
son does not give clear and 
voluntary consent, or where 
the person is incapable of giv-
ing consent due to drug or al-
cohol use.”

Madeline said she reported 
the incident the day after the 
attack and had a meeting with 
Gilly Ford, Title IX coordi-
nator, to go over her case on 
Sept. 26. At her first meeting 
with Ford, Madeline decided 
to file an informal complaint. 

On Sept. 28, she switched to a 
formal complaint. 

“To feel closer on the situ-
ation and for my own mental 
personal safety, I had to switch 
to a formal [complaint],” she 
said. 

During the investigation, 
Madeline said, she had sever-
al meetings with Joe Hall, di-
rector of student conduct and 
development, to strengthen 
her formal statement. She said 
Hall asked approximately four 
or five times if it was possible 
she may have consented. 

In her assailant’s state-
ments, according to Made-
line, her assailant claimed 
that the encounter had been 
consensual and that she had 
coerced him into having sex. 
She said he further claimed 
that he was under the impres-
sion that the alcohol she had 
consumed was out of her sys-
tem by that time. 

Following the investi-
gation, Madeline said, her 
assailant was placed on pro-
bation until he graduates in 
spring 2017 and was required 
to participate in several on-
line learning modules regard-
ing consent. She said Hall 

explained that there was too 
much ambiguity in her case 
to prompt a harsher punish-
ment. 

“Joe Hall said the situation 
was very gray, and it was not 
clear if I had consented or 
not,” Madeline said. 

Following the decision, 
Madeline said it was sug-
gested by Ford that she take 
a leave of absence until her 
attacker had graduated. She 
refused, saying it would have 
changed little. 

“It doesn’t just go away,” 
Madeline said. “It doesn’t 
leave with him.” 

Although Madeline chose 
to report her assault, the ma-
jority of rapes and sexual as-
saults go unreported. Out of 
1,000 sexual assaults that oc-
cur, 310 are actually reported 
to police, according to The 
Rape, Abuse & Incest Na-
tional Network. Of those 310 
reported cases, 57 will lead to 
an arrest, 11 will be referred 
to prosecutors, seven will lead 
to felony convictions and six 

rapists will be incarcerated. 
Comparatively, according 

to RAINN, out of 1,000 “as-
sault and battery crimes,” 627 
are reported to police, 255 
lead to an arrest, 105 cases 
are referred to prosecutors, 
41 lead to felony convictions 
and 33 perpetrators are incar-
cerated. 

The reasons survivors 
choose not to report vary. 

According to statistics re-
leased by the U.S. Department 
of Justice, 20 percent of survi-
vors who did not report said 
they feared retaliation. Thir-
teen percent said they felt the 
police would not do anything 
to help, another 13 percent 
claimed it was a “personal 
matter,” 8 percent did not feel 
it was important enough to 
report and 7 percent did not 
want to get the perpetrator in 
trouble. 

Reporting, according to 
data gathered by the De-
partment of Justice between 
1995 and 2013, was lower 
among college students than 
non-students. The study 
found that 32 percent of fe-
male “non-students” reported 
to police, compared to just 20 

percent of female students. 
When Susan, who is not 

identified by her real name, 
was a first-year student at 
Allegheny, she was seeing 
another first-year student on 
a fairly regular basis before 
he assaulted her. She said she 
was intoxicated, and had gone 
back to his dorm to sleep. 

“I woke up to it when it 
happened, and verbally ex-
pressed no, and it didn’t stop,” 
Susan said. “I was just waking 
up and he was on top of me 
and it took me a minute to 
realize what was happening, 
and I remember being like no, 
no, no, no, no, and it just con-
tinuing.” 

When it was over, Susan 
said she began to cry. Her 
attacker made no attempt to 
comfort or console her. She 
said he may have been too 
drunk to even notice she had 
been cyring. 

“I remember crying and 
wanting to leave, but kind 
of being afraid to get up and 
leave,” Susan said.  

Susan said she left the next 
morning before he woke up 
and spent the rest of the day 

pretending nothing had hap-
pened. 

“I remember hanging out 
in the dorm and like really 
just wanting to be alone, and 
it’s hard freshman year to 
be alone because you have a 
roommate,” Susan said. “I re-
member going to the hallway 
intermittently that day to cry 
for a little bit.” 

According to Susan, she 
never reported the assault for 
several reasons. The first was 
she said she was not certain it 
constituted an act of rape be-

cause of the fact that she had 
given consent to her assailant 
on occasions prior to that eve-
ning. 

“I thought that it didn’t 
constitute as rape because I 
thought, well, we had been 
hooking up.” Susan said. “I 
thought people would judge 
me about it or they wouldn’t 

really understand.” 
Following the incident, 

Susan tried to act normal 
around her assailant because 
she did not know what else to 
do, but she said she could not 
bring herself to. 

“I didn’t know how to han-
dle it so eventually we just 
broke it off … I was just not in 
a very good place,” Susan said. 

It took months before 
Susan recognized what hap-
pened to her as rape, she said. 
She realized the incident was 
an assault when she spoke 
with a woman who lived on 
the same floor as her, who 
said she had been attacked by 
the same man.

“She [said she] was really, 
really drunk one night, and he 
took her back, and just, stuff 
happened that she definitely 

wasn’t okay with,” Susan said. 
“And that’s kind of the mo-
ment that I finally admitted 
to myself that something had 
happened.”

Most rapists rape more 
than once, according to the 
article “Repeat Rape and Mul-
tiple Offending Among Unde-
tected Rapists,” by researchers 
David Lisak and Paul M. Mill-
er. The article, published in 
2002 in the bimonthly jour-
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Special report:  

Editor’s note: This is the 
second of a two-part series on 
sexual assault at Allegheny 
College. The first installment 
was published last Friday, Feb. 
10, 2017. 

The U.S. Department of 
Education’s Office for Civil 
Rights is currently conduct-

ing two investigations into 
Allegheny College’s alleged 
violations of Title IX of the 
Education Amendments Act 
of 1972, a federal law that 
forbids discrimination on the 
basis of sex in higher educa-
tion.

The OCR’s investigations 
were the result of two com-
plaints filed to the Depart-
ment of Education by current 
and/or former Allegheny 
students. One investigation, 
which began on Dec. 5, 2014, 
is based on a complaint that 
alleges that Allegheny per-
petuates a culture of sex dis-
crimination that affects all 
women on campus. Another 
complaint to the Department 
of Education alleges that the 
college mishandled a sexu-
al assault investigation. This 

complaint led to an investi-
gation that began on July 30, 
2015.

The college’s 2016 Annual 
Security and Fire Report — 
which includes its Clery Re-
port — states that eight sexual 
assaults were reported to the 
college in the 2015 calendar 
year, down from 12 in 2014 
and 12 in 2013.

When students report 
their sexual assault to the Title 
IX Office, one method of pro-
tecting both the complainant 
and respondent during the 

investigation and proceedings 
issuing a No Contact Order 
between them. Despite this 
measure, on a small campus 
like Allegheny’s, some survi-
vors of sexual assault report 
having to see their attacker 
around campus frequently. 

Madeline, ’20, who agreed 
to be identified by her real 

first name, said despite a 
No Contact Order from the 
school, she cannot help but to 
run into her attacker on cam-
pus. 

“I feel like I see him every-
where,” Madeline said. 

Madeline said she was at-
tacked on Friday, Sept. 23, 
2016. 

Madeline and her assail-
ant — a good friend — were 
drinking in North Village II, 
where he lived at the time, 
she said. After two glasses of 
wine and a few shots of liquor, 
she said, they walked over to 
Caflisch Hall to meet up with 
some friends. 

Once in Caflisch, Made-
line said she continued to 
drink before throwing up. 
Madeline said the last thing 
she remembers before the as-

sault was throwing up in Ca-
flisch. She woke up during the 
assault in his room in NV II.

“I don’t remember getting 
into his bed. I don’t remem-
ber my clothes coming off,” 
Madeline said. “I was too in-
toxicated to ask him to stop.” 

The following day, Made-
line questioned her assailant 
about the incident. She said 
he claimed it was consensual. 
However, Madeline said she 
does not think she gave con-
sent, even if she had been able 
to. 
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Sexual assault survivors share stories of college process  
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A 2015 study by the Association of American Univer-
sities found that 23.1 percent of female undergraduate 
students and 5.4 percent of male undergraduate stu-
dents experience rape or sexual assault while in college.



know that well told me their 
stories with Title IX or not 
with Title IX,” Jessica said. 
“It’s a whole new world, be-
cause the Clery Report — I 
think from last year — says 
there was seven or eight total 
sexual assaults.”

A 2015 study by the As-
sociation of American Uni-
versities found that, in a sur-
vey of 150,000 students at 27 
universities, 23.1 percent of 
female undergraduate stu-
dents experienced some form 
of sexual assault. In addition, 
a 2008 article written by Leah 
E. Daigle, Bonnie S. Fischer 
and Francis T. Cullen, pub-
lished in the “Journal of In-
terpersonal Violence,” found 
that between 22.8 percent and 
25.5 percent of female under-
graduate students who expe-
rienced some form of sexual 
assault were victims of multi-
ple sexual assaults.

Jessica, too, is a survivor of 
multiple sexual assaults.

After her first sexual as-
sault, Jessica said, she would 
visit friends when feeling de-
pressed. She said she texted 
one of her male friends with 
the intention of sleeping on 
his floor in November 2015, 
shortly after the end of her Ti-
tle IX hearing. 

She ended up sleeping in 
his bed, when he assaulted 
her.

“He pinned me down, and 
I was like, ‘You’re bigger than 
me. I don’t know that to do. 
So I’m just going to lay here,’” 
Jessica said.

Jessica said she did not re-
port this assault to the Title IX 
Office, saying her first experi-
ence with the process “prob-
ably” had some influence on 
her decision. 

“I guess I just didn’t want 
to go through it again, and 
there’s also the fact that he 
... has a lot of social pull and 
we share a lot of the same 
friends,” Jessica said. “There’s 
also the stigma that comes 
with reporting a separate as-
sault from a separate person. 
It does not become a question 
of ‘How does this happen to 
you?’, it becomes a question of 
‘How did you let this happen 
to you? What is it about you 
that’s the problem?’”

After her second assault, 
Jessica said, her mental health 
continued to suffer, resulting 
in low grades. She said these 
low grades threatened the 
continuance of her education 
at Allegheny, as individual 
professors had the discretion 
to pass or fail her, regardless 
of documentation from the 
Counseling Center or the Ti-
tle IX Office.

Jessica said that, regardless 
of any dissatisfaction with the 
Title IX process, she does not 
harbor any animosity toward 
the college. Although her as-
sailant was suspended and 
no longer attends Allegheny, 
she said she feels the Title IX 
Office could have handled the 
process better.

“I have gone on rants about 
how hard it was and how I felt 
like I didn’t get any informa-
tion and how I feel like the 
Title IX office as a whole is 
a mess, but I feel like that’s 
something that needs to hap-

pen on a higher level than just 
us,” Jessica said.

Jessica’s case demonstrates 
that even when sanctions are 
imposed, survivors of sexu-
al assaults often still struggle 
with the aftermath of an as-
sault.

Heather — who did not 
want to use her real name — 
is another student who was 
assaulted in the first semester 
of her freshman year. She said 
that her problems with re-
porting began at Allegheny’s 
Counseling Center. 

Her sexual assault oc-
curred on Oct. 26, 2016, in 
her car while parked near 
Robertson Athletic Complex. 
She said she had thought she 
and the man who assaulted 
her were friends, since they 
were in a club together. He 
asked her to hang out with 
him after one of their club 
meetings, and she told him 
she needed to go to the store. 
She said he also claimed he 
needed to go, so she offered to 
drive him, but he did not pur-
chase anything. 

“That was very strange,” 
Heather said. 

Once they returned to 
campus, Heather said the al-
leged assailant requested mul-
tiple times that she hang out 
with him longer, though she 
said no to several of his re-
quests. Finally she agreed, and 
they parked up by Robertson 
Field. It was at that time that 
the assault occurred, accord-
ing to Heather. 

Heather said she was al-
ready planning on going 
home that weekend, but 
ended up staying at home 
through the following Mon-
day and most of Tuesday in 
fear for her safety. 

“I was just scared about 
what happened and really up-
set and didn’t want to be on 
campus,” Heather said. 

She said she returned to 
campus late Tuesday night, 
and the next day she told a 
friend a what had occurred. 
The friend encouraged 
Heather to go to the Coun-
seling Center to get help in 
contacting the Title IX coor-
dinator on campus, but when 
she went to the Counseling 
Center on Friday, she was not 
directed to the Title IX office. 

“I was like, ‘a week and a 
half ago almost, Oct. 26, I was 
sexually assaulted by another 
student on campus and I want 
to file a Title IX report. I’ve 
been missing my classes and 
haven’t really been leaving my 
room even to go to the dining 
hall because I’m scared I’m 
going to see him,’” Heather 
said. 

The Counseling Center 
informed her that they were 
“booked full” with appoint-
ments, and would not be able 
to schedule a meeting for her 
with a counselor until the fol-
lowing Friday. 

Heather said the secretary 
spoke briefly to the director 
of the Counseling Center and 
Heather went into the direc-
tor’s office to speak with her. 

Heather’s friend, who is 
also not identified by name 
in order to maintain both 
Heather and her assailant’s 
anonymity, said she went with 
Heather to the Counseling 
Center, and she said while she 
was with Heather, the center 
did not mention the Title IX 
Office or Gilly Ford. 

In the director’s office, 
Heather said the director told 
her that the center might be 
able to “squeeze her in” on the 
following Monday and said 
she could go to the women’s 
center in Meadville, but said 
they could not provide a shut-
tle into town. 

“They just told me to go to 
the women’s center for coun-
seling when I specifically told 
them I wanted to file a Title 
IX report, and they didn’t 

nal “Violence and Victims,” 
found that about 63 percent of 
the 120 in the pool of respon-
dents admitted to committing 
more than one rape, and the 
repeat rapists averaged 5.8 
rapes each. 

Susan said that for her, it 
took about a year before she 
told anyone, and even af-
ter that amount of time she 
struggled to talk about it. 

“It was to [my boyfriend] 
actually, because I just broke 
down one night and he asked 
why, and it took a really long 
time to like get it out of me,” 
Susan said. 

After confiding in her 
partner, Susan eventually told 
a few of her friends, but she 
said there are still very few 
people who know about what 
happened. Although she does 
not mind sharing her experi-
ence, she does not want the 
stigma she believes is attached 
to being a survivor of sexual 
assault. 

“I don’t want people to 
know it about me because I 
think they’ll just associate it 
like every time they see me. 
… I don’t want to be a victim. 
I don’t want to be looked at 
with pity,” Susan said. 

Susan said that despite the 
fact that she recognizes what 
happened to her was rape, 
she sometimes still questions 
if she can consider herself a 
survivor.

“Sometimes I feel like I’m 
not like a real victim because 
I had been hooking up with 
him,” Susan said. “I feel like 
people who get raped, they get 
raped in the street by a strang-
er, but like it was something 
like I knew him, I thought I 
trusted him, we were hook-
ing up. … And then that 
happened, and I didn’t really 
know how to like process it.”

Contrary to popular ste-
reotypes surrounding rape, 
RAINN reported that seven 
in 10 rapes were commit-
ted by someone the survivor 
knew beforehand. 

Susan said that she has 
had several classes with her 
attacker since the assault, and 
she believes it is possible he 
does not know he committed 
an assault.

“I don’t think he knows 
that he did it. … He has a girl-
friend right now and I’m just 
hoping it’s not happening to 
her. … He’s just going on with 
his life like any other person, 
and has no idea that I’m com-
pletely a wreck about it,” Su-
san said. 

Although Susan knows she 
could have reported the inci-
dent to either the college, the 
police or both, she decided 
not to, even after realizing she 
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The Chronicle of 
Higher Education 
reports that, since 

April 2011:

367 investigations 
of colleges for 

possibly mishan-
dling reports of 
sexual violence 

have been opened

58 of those cases 
have been re-

solved 

309 remain open

More than 100 
colleges have 

more than one 
investigation open 

currently

was raped. She said her main 
reason for not reporting, was 
that she does not think people 
would have believed her.

“I could’ve filed a report, 
I could have taken action,” 
Susan said. “But that proba-
bly would have just ended up 
being more embarrassing and 
would have ended up with 
people thinking of me differ-
ently, and it really wouldn’t 
have gotten me very far.” 

Susan said that she had 
difficulty coping with the in-
cident and still struggles at 
times, even though it has been 
several years. 

“I went through some real-
ly hard times, especially when 
I would get drunk or drink a 
lot, it would come out, but I 
kind of just suppress it, which 
is really screwed up, I guess. I 
just don’t like dealing with it 
so I try to avoid bringing it 
up,” Susan said.

Even years after the attack, 
Susan said she still copes with 
flashbacks. She said she often 
becomes nervous or anxious 
around men, as they remind 
her of the attack.

Despite the struggles she 
still faces day-to-day, Susan 
said that she believes she is 
coping with the incident bet-
ter now than she was a year 
ago. 

“I think it was kind of hard 
to realize [I was sexually as-
saulted], but I think that it 
kind of gave me strength in 
that I could then mark it for 
what it was, see it for what it 
was, and then start to move 
on from it,” Susan said. 

RAINN reports that stu-
dents in their first or second 
semester of college are at an 
increased risk of sexual as-
sault compared with all other 
students. Additionally, over 
50 percent of sexual assaults 
in college occur in months 
during the fall semester — 
August, September, October 
and November.

Jessica, who did not wish 
to be identified by her real 
name, was also in her first se-
mester at Allegheny when she 
was assaulted by a student of 
the same year. He and Jessica 
both lived in Baldwin Hall.

Jessica had just finished a 
shift at her work-study job on 
Sept. 20, 2015, and got food 
to go from McKinley’s Food 
Court, planning on eating 
it while watching “Friends.” 
Instead, her friend, who she 
said she was “kind of ” friends 
with, had asked if he could 
come over to her room in 
Baldwin.

Jessica said she did not 
want him to come over, but 
said he was insistent. 

“He was like, ‘Please, just 
let me come over. I’m having 
a hard day, I’m insecure, can 
you just like talk to me?’ And 
after a lot of incessant, ‘Can 
I come over?’, ... I was like, 
‘Yeah, fine, whatever,’” Jessica 
said.

Around 6:30 p.m., Jessi-
ca said, her friend came to 
her room. After some time 
talking, he kissed her, accord-
ing to Jessica, and put Jessica’s 
hand on his pants. He then 
moved to the center of Jessi-
ca’s room and asked her re-
peatedly for oral sex.

“I said ‘no’ multiple times, 
and it was at kind of the point 
where it became very clear 
he would not be leaving — 
he would make an extremely 
large scene if I didn’t do it,” 
Jessica said. “And, so, I did. 
And then he was like, ‘Okay, 
thanks, now you never have to 
see me again,’ and he left.”

Jessica said she stayed 
in her dorm room until her 
roommate came back. After 
telling her what had hap-
pened, her roommate told her 
that what had happened was 
an assault, Jessica said.

The next day, Sept. 21, 
2015, Jessica and her room-

mate went to Bentley Hall to 
report the assault to the Title 
IX Office, she said. Imme-
diately after reporting, a No 
Contact Order was imple-
mented, Jessica said.

In addition to a No Con-
tact Order, Jessica said she 
asked the Title IX Office 
about having her assailant 
removed from Baldwin Hall 
and for a deadbolt to be in-
stalled on her door. The office, 
Jessica said, did not remove 
her assailant from the resi-
dence hall, stating he would 
have to first be found respon-
sible, but the college installed 
a new lock on her door within 
five days.

Despite the temporary 
measures taken to ensure Jes-
sica’s safety, she said her men-
tal health suffered.

“After that happened, ba-
sically, I kind of fell apart in 
ways that would have been 
expected,” Jessica said. “I 
stopped going to classes.”

Later in the week, Jessica 
gave a formal report to Hall 
and the college’s investigation 
into the assault began.

“I was told it would take 
two weeks; I believe it took 
about a month, at least,” Jes-
sica said. 

After the investigation, 
Jessica said, she received the 
verdict: her assailant was sus-
pended through the rest of 
the fall semester.

Jessica said her assailant 
appealed the verdict and that 
the investigation then pro-
ceeded to a hearing in front 
of a panel comprised of five 
college full-time staff and/or 
faculty, including Hall.

“Going to the hearing 
came with a lot of unexpect-
ed things,” Jessica said. “I did 
not understand or know that I 
would have to make an open-
ing and closing statement. I 
didn’t really know how ques-
tions would be asked. There 
were papers in my file that I 
didn’t know what they were.”

Some members on the 
panel asked Hall if she was 
lying about the assault, Jessica 
said.

“I really appreciate Joe 
Hall. He was great to me,” 
Jessica said. “He defended me 
incessantly when we were in 
the hearing because a lot of 
people tried saying I was ly-
ing, even the board. I guess, in 
a sense, you have to ask that. 
But you don’t.”

After the hearing, Jessica 
said, her assailant’s punish-
ment was increased from a 
one-semester suspension to 
being suspended through 
the 2015-16 academic year, a 
two-semester suspension. She 
said she does not believe her 
assailant returned to Alleghe-
ny after the suspension ended. 
Her assailant’s name does not 
appear in the college’s email 
or mail room directories.

Jessica began sharing her 
experiences with the college’s 
Title IX processes on social 
media. She said a number of 
people reached out to her af-
ter she began sharing her ex-
periences.

“Immediately, as soon as I 
started saying anything about 
having an experience with Ti-
tle IX, a lot of people either 
contacted me, or came up to 
me, or friends that I didn’t 

After that happened, 
basically, I kind of 
fell apart in ways 
that would have been 
expected. I stopped 
going to classes.

“

“

Jessica 
Current Allegheny 
Student

push me in a different direc-
tion,” Heather said. 

At the time of the alleged 
conversation, the director of 
the Counseling Center was 
Theresa Palaski. Palaski left 
Allegheny at the end of the 
fall 2016 semester, according 
to an employee of the college’s 
Counseling Center. 

Though not speaking to 
any specific incident, a male 
licensed professional counsel-
or with the center, said when a 
student comes in saying they 
have been assaulted, the staff 
works with the student to de-
cide what is best for them. 

“We work with the person 
to come to a decision,” the li-
censed professional counselor 
said. 

The counselors, he said, are 
bound by confidentiality and 
are not bound to report the 
assault to the Title IX Office 
unless the student requests 
they do so. He said the center 
will refer a student to Title IX 
once they make the decision 
to report. 

In addition to offering on-
site counseling, the counselor 
said the center also makes the 
student aware of their options 
on and off-campus, includ-
ing Women’s Services and the 
Meadville Medical Center. 

Later that day, Heather vis-
ited Women’s Services. Once 
at Women’s Services, she said, 
she did not have much more 
luck. She said the person who 
she spoke with there relayed 
her own experience of be-
ing sexually assaulted and it 
“didn’t really help.” 

Heather said she went to 
her classes the following day, 
but when she went back to her 
room, she became increasing-
ly anxious. 

“I got so anxious, like I had 
such a big panic attack, that 
I ended up calling the police 
and they told me to go down 
to the office and file a report 
with them,” Heather said. 

Heather said she was ac-
companied by three friends, 
one of which was the same 
friend who went to the Coun-
seling Center with her. 

She then filed a formal re-
port with the Meadville City 
Police Department, Heather 
said. At this point, she said, 
the time was around mid-
night. After she returned to 
her residence hall, her resi-
dent adviser found her in the 
lounge. She told her RA that 
she was not doing well, and 
after explaining her situation, 
she said her RA started cry-
ing.

Her RA then received a call 
from Director of Public Safety 

“Repeat Rape 
and Multiple 

Offending Among 
Undetected 

Rapists”
By David Lisak and Paul 

M. Miller
Published in 2002 
in the bimonthly 
journal “Violence 
and Victims,” this 
study found that 
about 63 percent 
of the 120 in the 
pool of respon-

dents admitted to 
committing more 
than one rape, and 
the repeat rapists 

averaged 5.8 rapes 
each. 

I don’t want to be a 
victim. I don’t want 
to be looked at with 
pity.

“ “

Susan
Current Allegheny 
Student

See TITLE IX   page 3
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Ali Awadi, Heather said, who 
told her RA that he had been 
contacted by the police and 
informed of Heather’s situa-
tion. At this point, Heather 
said Awadi called Title IX 
Coordinator Gilly Ford, who 
came to campus at approxi-
mately 2 a.m.

Although Heather said 
Ford began giving her her op-
tions for reporting, Heather 
said it was too late. 

“I was like, ‘It’s too late now 
that the police are involved 
and I have to go through a po-
lice investigation. It’s too late 
to do a confidential report. … 
That’s why I went to you guys 
and no one would even let me 
talk to you, or like tell me that 
you existed,’” Heather said. 

Heather said Ford told her 
she did not know why the 
Counseling Center had not 
put Heather in contact with 
her, but Heather said she was 
already planning on leaving 
campus. Ford said she would 
issue a No Contact Order be-
tween Heather and her assail-
ant, according to Heather. 

On Saturday, Nov. 5, 2016, 
Heather went home.

Heather said that the Mon-
day or Tuesday after she re-
turned home, she received 
a phone call and a text from 
Dean of Students Kimberly 
Ferguson, neither of which 
she answered immediately. 

She said Ferguson also had 
Ford and Heather’s academic 
adviser email her, and Heath-
er finally answered to discuss 

her case. Heather said she was 
also contacted by her alleged 
assailant while she was home, 
in violation of the No Contact 
Order. 

“He ended up texting me 
like three times, … after I’d 
already left campus and was 
home, and was like, ‘The 
Meadville Police department 
just called me.’ So he hadn’t 
even found out [that I filed a 
Title IX complaint] from the 
school,” Heather said. 

The screenshots of text 
messages between Heather 
and her assailant that Heath-
er provided to The Campus 
show that the alleged assailant 
first apologized for how she 
“interpreted” the events of 
that evening, but then claimed 
they were consensual. After 
his third text, she wrote that 
she had explicitly stated that 
evening she was not interest-
ed in sexual activity with any-
one. She also mentioned the 
No Contact Order and asked 
him to stop messaging her. 
She said he did not contact 
her after that. 

Heather said she returned 
to campus in January of 2017 
to attend a Title IX hearing 
with the college in person. 
She said at the hearing she be-
came frustrated at her assail-
ant’s claims that the attack was 
consensual. 

“He tried to argue with me 
that it was consensual. … He 
said, ‘You put your hand on 
my head for me to go down on 
you,’ but that didn’t happen. 

… I was like, ‘You sexually 
assaulted me with your hand, 
like, you penetrated me with 
your hand,’” Heather said. 

At the conclusion of the 
proceedings, Heather said 
her assailant received proba-
tion for the rest of his time at 
the college and was ordered 
to complete two educational 
learning modules. Heather 
said she then appealed the 
decision, and his probation 
was extended until he grad-
uates from Allegheny. The 
reason the college gave for not 
handing down a more severe 
punishment was that it was 
his first offense, according to 
Heather. 

Meadville’s Assistant Po-
lice Chief Michael Tautin said 
the city’s police department 
does not comment on the sta-
tus of investigations.

Heather never returned to 
Allegheny. Although she said 
she would want to come back 
to Allegheny if her assailant 
was not here, she is not sure 
she could ever feel comfort-
able again knowing the col-
lege’s procedures. 

Eight sexual assaults were 
reported at Allegheny during 
the 2015 calendar year, com-
pared to 12 sexual assaults 
reported during the 2014 cal-
endar year. NPR reported on 
April 30, 2014, that when col-
leges have an adequate system 
in place to address sexual as-
sault, reported cases of sexual 
assault increase. 

TITLE IX from page 2

Student expelled for sexual 
misconduct sues Allegheny

By CHRISTOPHER BRINDLE
Junior Editor
brindlec@allegheny.edu

A former male student 
who was expelled in spring 
2015 on the grounds of sex-
ual misconduct has filed a 
civil action complaint against 
Allegheny College alleging 
that the college discriminat-
ed against him on the basis 
of gender during the investi-
gation. 

John Doe, who is pro-
ceeding under a pseudonym, 
claims in his lawsuit that his 
expulsion was the result of an 
investigation into an alleged 
violation of the college’s Ar-
ticle IV, non-academic con-
duct. The investigation was 
prompted by a complaint 
filed against John in Decem-
ber 2014 by a female student, 
referred to as Jane Doe in the 
lawsuit, who alleged that she 
was raped by him on Sept. 26, 
2014. 

“The implementation of 
the Disciplinary Procedures 
was motivated by and pre-
mised on archaic assumptions 
and stereotypical notions of 
the sexual behavior of male 
and female students,” John’s 
attorneys wrote in the civil 
complaint against the college.

The complaint alleges that 
both Katie Pope, the college’s 
Title IX coordinator at the 
time of the investigation, and 
Joe Hall, the current assistant 
dean of students, broke sever-
al college policies throughout 

the proceedings.
Among other claims, the 

complaint states that Pope 
and Hall withheld evidence 
from John, forbade him from 
fairly questioning the accuser 
during his appeal hearing and 
refused to allow him to use 
a witness “that proved that 
Jane’s allegation was false and 
made in an effort to manipu-
late Allegheny’s policy.” 

“The hearing convened by 
Coordinator Pope was gen-
der-bias, incomplete, funda-
mentally unfair to John, and 
denied John even minimal 
due process protections,” the 
complaint alleges. 

Shortly before Jane ac-
cused John of raping her, “the 
Office of Civil Rights notified 

Allegheny that the College 
was under investigation fol-
lowing a complaint arising 
from the College’s handling of 
a sexual assault or harassment 
complaint,” John’s lawyers 
claim in the complaint. 

Additionally, according to 
the complaint, the investiga-
tion being undertaken by the 
OCR at the time could have 
resulted in government ter-
minating the college’s fund-
ing, if they were found to not 
have been complying with the 
OCR’s “Dear Colleague Let-
ter” from 2011. 

In the complaint, John 
is requesting that the disci-
plinary record which he has 
been issued by the college 
be removed and that he be 
provided with a notarized 
statement confirming the 
college’s findings on the case 
have been expunged from his 
record. Additionally, John is 
requesting to be re-enrolled 
at Allegheny and be awarded 
$75,000 in compensation.

“I really cannot comment 
on the case itself,” said John’s 
lawyer, Paul Susko.

Eileen Petula, the current 
executive vice president and 
chief operating officer of the 
college, declined to comment. 

Feb. 11, 2017
North Village B

Burglary. 

Feb. 12, 2017
College House 

Disorderly conduct. 

Feb. 16, 2017
Schultz Hall
Harassment.  

Feb. 16, 2017
Parking Lot #9

Criminal mischief.

To view the full version of 
this article, visit The Cam-
pus’s website.

The hearing con-
vened by Coordina-
tor Pope was gen-
der-bias, incomplete, 
fundamentally unfair 
to John, and denied 
John even minimal 
due process protec-
tions.

“

“

The Civil Action Com-
plaint filed against the 
college
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The professional sports 
world has witnessed multiple 
teams that flourished during 
the era in which they played 
their respective sport, but 
some of those teams stood 
above the others in terms of 
success rate. Those teams are 
considered the outliers, but 
more specifically, the super 
teams. These are the teams 
that have rosters loaded with 
a few superstars, but also 
a unique supporting cast 
consisting of rising stars and 
role players in order to create 
the ultimate team.

Some say that creating 

The University of Con-
necticut women’s basketball 
team will more than likely 
go down as one of the most 
successful and dominant 
sports teams in the history 
of the NCAA after winning 
100 straight games with their 
victory over the University of 
South Carolina on Monday, 
Feb. 13.

UConn is looking to set a 
record that may never come 
close to being surpassed 
again. They have already 
broken their old streak of 90 
games back in January. 

The Huskies have won two 
national titles during their 

streak and now they are in 
search of their fifth straight 
title, which would further 
increase the NCAA women’s 
basketball record for the most 
consecutive championships 
won.

The Pennsylvania State 
University women’s volley-
ball team won a record 109 
straight matches and four 
straight NCAA titles from 
2007 to 2010, which is a streak 
that may never be broken. 
The University of California 
Los Angeles men’s basketball 
team won 88 straight games 
under Hall of Fame Coach 
John Wooden from 1971 to 
1974 and also managed to 
capture two NCAA champi-
onships during the span of 
the streak. Wooden would 

eventually win a record 10 na-
tional championships before 
retiring after his last NCAA 
title in 1975. The University 
of Oklahoma football team 
strung together a record 31 
victories in a row but went on 
to beat their own record un-
der Head Coach Bud Wilker-
son from 1953 to 1957. They 
won 47 straight games and 
seized a national champion-
ship in both ’55 and ’56.

There is no question that 
win streaks come in bunch-
es and they are hard to come 
by, but they are often under-
estimated in terms of actual 
achievement and success.

Win streaks that spread 
across multiple years are im-
pressive enough, but nobody 
really looks at what needs to 

be accomplished to keep them 
alive. For example, look at the 
UConn women’s basketball 
team. They started their cur-
rent streak back in 2014, in 
which they have not lost a sin-
gle game spanning over three 
seasons. During this time 
frame, they have beaten 28 
different top-25 ranked teams 
in the NCAA and have beaten 
98 of their 100 opponents by 
double digit margins. It real-
ly goes to show how power-
ful the UConn legacy truly is 
when there isn’t a team in the 
NCAA that can successfully 
matchup with them on the 
court and challenge all they 
have built as a team.

In addition to the statistics, 
you have to look at a couple 
more factors when analyzing 

a major win streak like that of 
the UConn women’s basket-
ball team.

Every season, Head Coach 
Geno Auriemma gets new 
women to coach with differ-
ent skill sets and athletic abili-
ties in which he must develop 
to match his game plan and 
style of play. He cannot keep 
his best starters on the court 
each and every year as he con-
tinues to win games. Once 
a player graduates or moves 
onto the Women’s National 
Basketball Association, he 
has to replace them with the 
same caliber of talent. He has 
to recruit the women that he 
thinks will best fit the team 
and his championship-win-
ning formula in order to 
have positive team chemistry, 

super teams is bad for leagues 
and that it takes away from 
the competitiveness, but I 
must disagree and say that 
super teams create a positive 
environment for the league 
and its viewers.

Normally, we do not see 
super teams outside of the 
NBA, but the NFL’s Dallas 
Cowboys in the ’90s and 
more recently the MLB’s 
Chicago Cubs have shown us 
otherwise.

The Cowboys were led 
by the future Hall of Fame 
foursome of quarterback 
Troy Aikman, running back 
Emmitt Smith, wide receiver 
Michael Irvin and defensive 
back Dion Sanders. All four 
superstar athletes helped lead 

the way to three Super Bowl 
victories in 1992, 1993 and 
1995.

This past MLB season saw 
the youth-driven talent of 
the Chicago Cubs overcome 
their 108 year-long draught 
of winning a World Series 
Championship. Though they 
were a product of great team 
management and an amazing 
minor league farm system, 
they still had the National 
League Rookie of the Year 
and Most Valuable Player 
Kris Bryant, the National 
League Cy Young-winner 
Jake Arrieta and the National 
League Gold Glove Award 
and Silver Slugger Award-
winner Anthony Rizzo.

As far as the NBA goes, the 
phenomenon of a super team 
started during the creation 
of the U.S. 1992 Olympic 
basketball team, known as the 
“Dream Team.” This was the 
first year that the American 
Olympic team featured active 
NBA players. According 
to Bleacher Report, the ’92 
Dream Team is considered 
the “greatest team ever 
assembled,” highlighted by 
the greatest player of all time, 
Michael Jordan, along with 
10 out of the remaining 11 
players being current Hall of 
Famers.

Along with quite possibly 
the greatest team to ever play 
professional basketball, the 
NBA has also witnessed many 
other super teams since the 
Dream Team was established.

The 1996 Chicago Bulls 
had six-time NBA Champion 
Michael Jordan along with 
Scottie Pippen and Dennis 
Rodman when they won the 
NBA title and set the record 
for the most wins in a season 
with 72 victories before last 
year’s Golden State Warriors 
won 73 games in 2016.  The 
2004 Detroit Pistons were 
loaded with talent, which 
helped them outlast the Los 
Angeles Lakers, another super 
team that included four Hall 
of Fame talents, Gary Payton, 
Karl Malone, Shaquille 

O’Neal and Kobe Bryant, in 
the NBA Finals.

The 2008 Boston Celtics 
were known for assembling 
the first “big three” of the 
NBA’s modern era when they 
signed veteran superstars 
Kevin Garnett and Ray Allen 
to play alongside Celtics 
veteran Paul Pierce, and 
the result was 66 regular 
season wins and an NBA 
championship in their first 
season together.

After LeBron James left 
the Cleveland Cavaliers, 
he and Chris Bosh joined 
Dwyane Wade in Miami in 
the summer of 2010, and a 
dynasty was immediately 
born. The Miami Heat made 
it to the NBA Finals in all 
four seasons that James was 
leading the way, ultimately 
winning championships in 
2012 and 2013, which began 
to solidify his legacy before 
he returned to Cleveland in 
2014. James immediately had 
firepower back in Cleveland 
with all-star point guard 
Kyrie Irving already rostered, 
but the Cavaliers also traded 
for superstar forward Kevin 
Love to help build yet another 
big three. It was not until 
2016 when the Cavs and 
James matched up with the 
Golden State Warriors, the 
clear favorite after winning 
a record 73 regular season 
games, to overcome a 3–1 
lead in the series to win their 
first ever NBA title.

After the Warrior’s 
crushing loss, they decided to 
make some major moves in 
the offseason, which brings us 
to the current NBA season.

The NBA has seen a 
significant rise in popularity 
compared to other major 
professional sports leagues 
and their fan bases over the 
last couple of years. This 
explains why the NBA signed 
a massive media rights deal 
worth about $24 billion 
back in 2014 to start at the 
beginning of the current 
season and extend through 
2024-25. The 9-year deal with 

ESPN and Turner Sports will 
pay the NBA around $2.6 
billion annually which aided 
with the ability to increase the 
league salary cap. With the 
consistent increased revenue 
that the NBA was bringing 
in, they had the ability to 
exponentially raise the salary 
cap from $70 million to 
$94 million for the current 
season. This gave many 
teams the option to go for a 
max salary superstar in free 
agency during the offseason 
meaning they could offer the 
best players the most amount 
of money available. 

That is where the Golden 
State Warriors took advantage 
of the system and signed 
the 2014 NBA MVP Kevin 
Durant to a 2-year $54 million 
deal thus creating a legendary 
super team.

Durant joined two-time 
MVP point guard Steph Curry, 
three-time all-star shooting 
guard Klay Thompson and 
two-time all-star forward 
Draymond Green in the 
hopes of winning his first 
NBA title despite leaving his 
championship-contending 
team, the Oklahoma City 
Thunder and his longtime 
teammate Russell Westbrook, 
who won the NBA-scoring 
title a year before.

This causes a potential 
problem in the NBA. With the 
continuous rise in the salary 
cap predicted for upcoming 
seasons, team owners have 
the ability to assemble super 
teams with little effort. Golden 
State now has arguably the 
best three shooters in the 
NBA with Curry, Thompson 
and now Durant which is 
really all you need to create 
an invincible team. But I do 
not see this as an issue. If you 
are a team owner and have the 
money available to spend on 
superstar talent during free 
agency, then why not go after 
these types of players and 
take advantage of the league’s 
system?

Super teams are often 
seen as a negative aspect of 

the league, but I disagree. 
When I saw Durant go to 
the Warriors, I thought every 
team was in trouble and that 
they would easily run through 
every opponent en route to an 
NBA title, but the Warriors 
are capable of losing, not to 
mention that all 29 of the 
other teams in the league go 
into every game against them 
trying to prove something 
and knock them down the 
NBA totem pole. Super teams 
create a competitive edge 
within the league that puts a 
constant target on the backs 
of the teams at the top, which 
is good for the NBA. With 
more competitive games, 
more fans and viewers will 
tune in to watch in hope of 
a super team being defeated, 
which ultimately brings in 
more revenue for the league.

Although it will begin to 
come down to whichever 
team has the most money to 
spend on superstar talent in 
terms of creating a legendary 
caliber team in the future, the 
league will begin to see a lot 
of super teams constructed in 
the NBA which will only help 
the cause.

The NBA will begin to 
gain more popularity over 
the other major professional 
sports leagues with the 
main leading cause being 
the viewing availability for 
fans. In addition, the more 
profitable one league is over 
another creates a marketing 
advantage as well. With the 
continuing competitiveness 
in the NBA, we will see more 
and more fan growth as more 
super teams are formed. 

The NBA has the 
economic platform to create 
super teams, which attracts 
viewers and leads to a rise 
in competitiveness within 
the league and ultimately 
adding to league revenue 
significantly. Without the 
construction of super teams, 
the NBA would be nothing.

which leads to success. Last-
ly, you have to take injuries 
into consideration. Coach 
Auriemma could lose his best 
player for the entire season, 
but he expects another wom-
an to step up and fill that role 
for the time needed. This goes 
back to the recruiting process 
and choosing the right players 
to come and play for the Hus-
kies. He has confidence and 
faith in the players that he re-
cruits to get the job done, no 
matter who is on the court.

This is why the 100 game 
win streak is worth taking a 
deeper look at. No matter how 
long UConn keeps winning, it 
is quite possible that this re-
cord may never be broken.

THE SIMPLE THINGS

By SHEA BEAUMONT
Opinion Editor

beaumonts@allegheny.edu

By SHEA BEAUMONT
Opinion Editor

beaumonts@allegheny.edu

Letter  to  the   editor:
Allegheny has taught me that if you are going to draw con-
clusions you need to have accurate research and data to back 
it up. Therefore, I was shocked to see a statement by Joe Hall 
so blatantly unfactual in the article “Hall and Awadi discuss 
Student Conduct Report.”

“Hall noted that the number of formally reported sexual as-
saults has declined since the 2014-15 report. Sen. Amy Cur-
rul, ’17, asked if there was a reason for the decline. Hall said 
he did not have a ‘perfect answer.’ 

‘I would like to think that education, our bystander interven-
tion program and other programs we have offered on campus 
have helped,’ Hall said.”

I’d have to counter Hall’s statements with some simple research 
and a google search. Most likely the number of reported sex-
ual assaults went down because students were uneducated of 
their rights, felt unsupported, believed reporting it would not 
yield any results and felt that they would be shamed as a vic-
tim. In fact, data and research shows that rates of reported 
sexual assault goes up when colleges have programs that are 
successful. The fact of the matter is sexual assault is still oc-
curring and going unreported and at Allegheny. If Allegheny 
did have successful programs then the reported numbers of 
sexual assault would be going up. Increased rates of report-
ed sexual assault on the surface might seem bad but really it 
means the programs are doing their jobs.

I would encourage Hall to not just make programs on cam-
pus look good for the college on paper but actually produce 
real results. 

Jackie Verrecchia
Class of 2017

The quest for 100 is conquered, UConn keeps moving

NBA super teams lead to growth in league popularity

Comic by Johnathan Yee
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President Trump issued an 
executive order on Jan. 27 that 
suspended visas from seven 
countries—Iraq, Iran, Syria, 
Yemen, Sudan, Somalia and 
Libya—with Muslim-major-
ity populations for 90 days, 
suspended the U.S. Refugee 
Admissions Program for 120 
days and banned Syrian ref-
ugees indefinitely. While the 
order was overturned by an 
appeals court on Feb. 9, travel 
may still be difficult for those 
wishing to move between the 
United States and the seven 
banned countries. 

Younus Mirza, assistant 
professor of Islam, has been 
following Trump throughout 
his campaign and into his 
presidency. 

“I was a little bit surprised 
[by the ban],” Mirza said. 
“It could have been better 
thought out. It does speak to 
his base, and it’s him trying to 
fulfill the campaign promises 
he made.” 

Although the ban has not 
officially been labeled as a ban 
on Muslims, Mirza has a dif-
ferent interpretation. 

“The ban is targeting Mus-
lim-majority countries that 
do not have a strong or stra-
tegic alliance with the United 

States. It seems to be focused 
on the Middle East and the 
Arab world in particular. I 
think it does kind of target 
Muslims, but it’s not all about 
Muslims. There’s concern 
about the larger fallout, and 
there’s concern over whether 
more countries will be add-
ed to the list. The ban is also 
about the larger message 
Trump is sending to immi-
grants in general,” Mirza said.

Concerning immigration, 
Mirza said he fears what effect 
the ban will have on interna-
tional students. 

“In general, internation-
al students are more wary of 
studying in the United States, 
and there’s a lot of concern 
that they will not want to 
come to Allegheny,” Mirza 
said. “Other international 
students are concerned about 
leaving the country.”

One of Allegheny’s inter-
national students is Arabic 
Teaching Assistant Mariam 
Nashaat, who came from 
Egypt to the U.S. as a Fulbright 
Scholar in 2016. Nashaat said 
she attributes Trump’s actions 
to a misinformed populace. 

“I think it’s part of not 
knowing anything about the 
world,” Nashaat said. “It’s 
about only concentrating on 
yourself. It’s about not being 
educated enough to under-
stand the circumstance.” 

Misinformation con-

cerning Islam is something 
Nashaat said she noticed after 
coming to the U.S. 

“People know of Muslims, 
and they are afraid of Mus-
lims, but they do not know 
about Muslims. We have the 
same point of view [about 
the U.S.] in the Middle East,” 
Nashaat said. “What do we 
know about Americans? I 
understand not knowing any-
thing about another country, 
but [misinformation] makes 
it so easy to hate other peo-
ple.”

Although the ban was only 
recently issued, Nashaat said 
she has already seen its effects. 
Her fiancé, after graduating 
medical school in Egypt, had 
to change his plans to come to 
the U.S.

“He was studying for two 
years to take the test to work 
as a doctor here, and then he 
had to stop everything. A lot 
of people changed their whole 
future plans,” Nashaat said.

Along with her fiancé, 
Nashaat has a friend from 
Iraq who has become dis-
heartened by the recent push 
against Muslims. 

“He said ‘there’s no place 
in the world that wants us. I 
think there is no place in the 
world where I can be safe,’” 
Nashaat said.

Fortunately, Nashaat has 
never felt unsafe on Alleghe-
ny’s campus. 

“I have a lot of friends here, 
and I teach my students, who 
are so nice,” Nashaat said. “I 
think it’s fine at Allegheny and 
in Meadville. I’ve never seen 
anything bad here.” 

Jordan native Natali Sa-
laytah, ’19, echoed Nashaat’s 
sentiment. 

“I feel like there’s a lot of 
support toward the interna-
tional community,” Salaytah 
said. “I’ve been getting a lot of 
emails and texts from the in-
ternational office.” 

Salaytah lived in Jordan 
until she was 8-years old, 
when she moved to New York 
City. 

Since Jordan is not one of 
the banned countries, Salay-

By LAUREN TRIMBER
Contributing Writer
trimberl@allegheny.edu

tah has not felt any immediate 
threats by the executive order. 
However, she is frustrated 
that any future travel to Jor-
dan could be jeopardized if 
the ban is expanded. 

“I’m a dual citizen. I should 
be free to go back and forth, 
and that right has been taken 
from other people who are in 
the same situation as me. I’m 
dumbfounded by the whole 
thing,” Salaytah said.

Salaytah said she thinks 
students should work with 
one another to make sure in-
ternational students feel wel-
come. 

“I feel like student initia-
tive would be something that’s 
really valuable right now,” Sa-

laytah said. “There are inter-
national events, but a good 
social media presence would 
be cool.” 

Although the court’s de-
cision to overturn the ban 
makes the future unclear, 
Mirza said he found one pos-
itive aspect of Trump’s execu-
tive order. 

“The pushback has been 
really strong,” Mirza said. 
“People have come out to 
protest at different airports. 
It’s brought out a lot of unique 
voices that we haven’t heard 
before, and we have activism. 
There’s been a lot of solidarity.” 

Shannan Mattiace, chair 
of the political science de-
partment, edited part of “The 
Handbook of Latin American 
Studies,” volume 71, which 
was recently released in fall 
2016. This handbook is used 
as a source of references for 
different areas of Latin Amer-
ican politics. The handbook is 
in the Hispanic division of the 
Library of Congress.

Mattiace is a continuing 
editor of the Library of Con-
gress. She has been working 
in this position since the same 
handbook’s 69th volume was 
released. Currently, she is 
working on the 73rd volume. 
She only edits for every other 
volume. A new volume is re-
leased every year.

Balancing her time is a 
struggle, but Mattiace said 
she manages it by focusing on 
doing this service in the sum-
mer.  

“For about a month 
[during the summer], every-
day, I try to review about four 
or five books,” Mattiace said.   

 John Christie-Searles, as-
sistant professor of political 
science, said that the work 
Mattiace does for the library 
is more than reading journals 
and researching. 

Christie-Searles said that 
Mattiace does a lot of editing 
for the Library of Congress, 
focusing on Spanish language 
journals.  He also said Mat-
tiace makes frequent trips to 
Mexico.

“She physically has to be 
in a place where she can be 

informed of what she is cri-
tiquing and editing, and I 
know that it does take a toll 
on you physically to be out of 
the country in ambiguous or 
uncertain environments, dif-
ferent foods, different water 
sources; it is a grueling and 
tiring thing,” Christie-Searles 
said.

Mattiace said it is gratify-
ing to receive the thank-yous 
and comments from her col-
leagues for her work. 

“I feel like a lot of my Mex-
ican colleagues work really 
hard, ... and to be able to high-
light that from the vantage 
point of the world’s greatest 
library, [is rewarding]” Mat-
tiace said. 

As an undergraduate stu-
dent at Central College in 
Iowa, Mattiace said she looked 
to Roderic Camp as her men-
tor and adviser. He was the 
editor of the Mexican Politics 
section of the same handbook 
before Mattiace obtained the 
editing position.

When Camp retired from 
his position, he recommend-
ed Mattiace for the position. 
After reviewing several candi-
dates, Tracy North, the librar-
ian of the Hispanic division, 
asked Mattiace to become an 
editor for the handbook six 
years ago.

“The folks who are select-
ed, who get the opportunity 
to do that are folks who are 
generally regarded as having 
very good judgment of schol-
arship.” 

Andrew Bloeser, assistant 
professor of political science,  
said that during her career, 
Mattiace has helped advance 
the public’s opportunity to 
understand subpolitics. 

Every other year, the hand-
book focuses on the social sci-
ences and humanities of every 
country in Latin America, 
which are the volumes Mat-
tiace edits. There are approxi-
mately 40 editors in total.  

Mattiace said she edits the 
Government and Politics sec-
tion, which focuses on Mexi-
can politics.

“I am a Mexicanist,” Matti-
ace said. “That’s my area, and I 
am a political scientist, so that 
makes sense.”

Thousands of books come 

into the Library of Congress 
everyday, which means that a 
few are Latin American-ori-
ented, according to Mattiace. 
The ones that pertain to His-
panics are later dispersed to 
the editors, including Matti-
ace.

“I study American poli-
tics. [Mattiace] studies Latin 
American politics. So those 
are separate fields of study, 
but there’s some overlap, and 
one of the areas where she 
and I overlap in terms of our 
interest is that we’re both in-
terested in social movements, 
we’re both interested in the 
things that citizens can do to 
participate and have influence 
in their political systems,” 
Bloeser said. 

Scholarship often focuses 
on elections and political in-
stitutions in both fields, Blo-
eser said. Social movements 
do not get as much recogni-
tion. 

Bloeser said Mexico has 
many internal problems that 
Mattiace draws attention to. 
She focuses on “hometown 
associations,” which Bloeser 
said are poor areas that re-
ceive money from those who 
migrated to the U.S. 

Christie-Searles said he 
has used Mattiace’s research 
in his classes on multiple oc-
casions.

“Through our dialogues 
about her trips, particularly 
to Mexico, and her familiarity 
with immigrant and border 
issues and also drug-traffick-
ing, I’ve been able to weave 
anecdotes from her research 

into my classes,” Chris-
tie-Searles said.

Mattiace gets 90 to 100 
books and 30 to 40 articles in 
January of every other year 
to go through. She decides 
which are good resources and 
helps choose what goes into 
the handbook. 

 “Most of these books are 
in Spanish, because the Li-
brary of Congress assumes 
that I’m going to see books 
that are published in English, 
but I would not necessarily 
see books that are published 
in Mexico, for example, on 
Mexican politics,” Mattiace 
said.

Mattiace said this year’s 
books were published from 
2011 to 2015. She said they 
usually pick books that are 
within a four-year range of 
publication. 

Mattiace said she typically 
choose 45 to 55 of the sources 
she receives from the Library 
of Congress to put in the 
handbook. She is also free to 
add sources that she has come 
across.

“What I do is I write two 
parts,” Mattiace said. “The 
first part is I write annotat-
ed notations on each of the 
sources I choose.”

She has the books loaned 
to her for six months. The an-
notated notations go online 
on the Library of Congress’s 
website right away.

“The second task is that I 
write [an] about 2,000 word 
essay about the trends in the 
field,” Mattiace said. 

She said she writes about 
what is being published and 
her opinion of what she dis-
covers from the recent years. 
Mattiace has the opportunity 
to argue that there needs to 
be more information about 
Mexican politics beyond elec-
tions, and  that there needs 
to be more about violence in 
Mexico.

“The books that I got in 
January ... about 80 percent 
of them are about elections 
in Mexico, and, personally 
and as a professional, I think 
that, that is too many books 
on Mexican elections. Mex-
ico is undergoing a civil war 
right now — a drug war that 
has descended into civil war,” 

Mattiace said.
“This is a service to the 

field,” Mattiace said. “This is 
not paid work.”  

Mattiace said the only ma-
terial thing she gets out of it is 
a couple of gifted books.

Christie Searles said that 
he admires Mattiace’s dedica-
tion and willingness to learn 
about other cultures.

“Shannan is very dedi-
cated to the region, that part 
of North America,” Chris-
tie-Searles said. “She, like my-
self, enjoys travel and adven-
ture; we both enjoy learning 
about new culture and explor-
ing, particularly those cul-
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This is just all la-
bor of the heart—
in hopes that facts 
matter, in hopes that 
knowledge matters, 
in hopes that expert 
opinion matters.

“

“

Shannan Mattiace
Chair of the Political 
Science Department

Shannan Mattiace
Chair of the Political 
Science Department

tures that have Iberian roots.”
She will submit her work-

for the 73rd issue in August 
2017. It will be published in 
fall 2018.  

“I also think that it shows 
students how much academ-
ics and scholars are doing 
behind the scenes, and I’m 
not just talking about myself,”  
Mattiace said. “How much 
work people of scholars do to 
keep alive the flame and light 
of knowledge — this is just all 
labor of the heart — in hopes 
that facts matter, in hopes that 
knowledge matters, in hopes 
that expert opinion matters.”

Shannan Mattiace speaks on her federal government work
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The executive order issued by President Trump suspends visas from seven countries, 
those being Iraq, Iran, Syria, Yemen, Sudan, Somalia and Libya.

Campus shows solidarity in the face of division
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What’s The Big Idea?
The CBE Big Idea Competition 

is a funding request presentation contest.
Student teams present concepts in one of four areas: For-profit Business, Not-for-profit Social Venture, 

Research Project, or Community Engagement Initiative. The 10th Annual CBE Big Idea Competition will take 

place April 28-29, 2017, and a whopping total of $10,000 in prizes and trophies will be awarded!

What Do You Need To Do?
Entering is easy. To register, email Sarah Holt, Quigley Hall Coordinator,  at sholt@allegheny.edu, or email 

Prof. Chris Allison, Economics Department Entrepreneur in Residence, at callison@allegheny.edu. 

Workshop Dates
February 21 - What’s The Big Idea

March 7 - How To Create A Big Idea
April 4 - How To Pitch A Big Idea
All workshops- 12:30p.m. - 1:15p.m. in Quigley Hall

Lunch will be provided.
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Now hiring a business 
manager for The Campus

For details, email:
editor@alleghenycampus.com

Applications due Feb. 20, 2017

The men’s and women’s 
swimming and diving teams 
competed in NCAC Champi-
onships on Feb. 8 through 11, 
finishing sixth overall in the 
conference. 

“We were all really excited 
about going, and I think that 
showed as the meet went on. 
… Everyone who was on the 
relays was really excited to 
swim and they did what they 
needed to do. We got up and 
we swam fast and it was a lot 
of fun,” said Matt Nardozzi, 
’19. 

Nardozzi broke three per-
sonal records for the men’s 
400 individual medley with 
a time of 4:05.82, the men’s 
1,000 freestyle at 9:38.81 and 
the mile at 16:03.82.

Nardozzi was also on 
the men’s 200 medley team 
that finished with a time of 
1:34.96, which is .03 off the 
record. The men will be going 
to the Kenyon “Fast Chance 
Meet” to swim the event again 
to try to break the record. 

“It was really exciting. After 
I broke the mile record – that 
was one of my main goals for 
the season    — so finishing the 
race and knowing that I broke 
the record was really excit-
ing,” Nardozzi said. “Later on, 
I found out that in that race I 
also broke the 1,000 record, 
which was icing on the cake. 
That was another record that 
I have been going for, but the 
fact that I got both in one was 
super exciting.”

Nardozzi broke the 400 IM 
record in a regular season 
meet early this season, then 
beat his personal best and the 

record again at conferences. 
“We were good about 

cheering each other on and 
being encouraging, and there 
were time drops left and right, 
and we were breaking re-
cords,” said Maddie Janvrin, 
’20. 

Janvrin broke a personal re-
cord in the women’s 100 back-
stroke, finishing eighth in B 
finals with a time of 58.9. 

“In prelims, I went a one 
minute flat in my 100 back, 
and I really wanted to break 
the minute mark, and the fact 
that I broke it by an entire sec-
ond was really memorable,” 
Janvrin said. 

Seniors Danny Litwin and 
Carolyn Brown said the team 
did a good job coming togeth-
er and supporting each other 
through the meet. 

“It’s a four-day meet so 
there’s so many challenges. It’s 

such a rough time because it’s 
such a long period. It’s strenu-
ous as a whole and takes a toll 
on your body,” Litwin said. 

Litwin broke the 100 IM re-
cord with a time of 53.82. 

Each day, the team would 
be at the pool for prelims 
starting at 8 a.m., then have 
a break in the afternoon be-
fore returning for finals at 
4:30 p.m. There are five events 
each day, beginning or ending 
with a relay each day. The top 
27 swimmers for each event 
compete in finals for the event 
in three heats based on final 
time. 

“It’s hard because if you 
have one bad race in the be-
ginning, you may think you’re 
going to have a bad meet 
overall, but it might just be 
that race,” Brown said. “Stay-
ing positive and encouraging 
through the whole meet is 
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tough. It’s also a lot of [swim-
ming] within those four days.”

Brown said her favorite part 
of conferences this year was 
the NCAC senior recognition 
on the last day. 

“All the teams line up in a 
tunnel, and you walk through 
all the teams with their hands 
up. It was fun because I got to 
lead it since we’re Allegheny 
and we go first, and I’m the 
first girl alphabetically, so it 
was really cool leading it off 
and hearing my name first,” 
Brown said. 

Following conferences, 
both Brown and Litwin have 
wrapped up their last season 
of swimming for Allegheny. 

“That was probably my last 
time swimming in a com-
petitive atmosphere like that 
ever, so really enjoying it and 
swimming fast and getting 
a lot of my goals that I’ve 

been working on for a while,” 
Brown said. “The practices 
may have stunk but it was the 
last time doing it so I would 
power through. I’m going to 
miss just swimming.”

For other members of 
the team, the season ending 
means a time to rest and pre-
pare for next season.

“I’m hoping to stay in shape 
and keep training hard so that 
next season I can break that 
record because I’m so close 
right now,” Janvrin said. 

The current record for the 
women’s 100 backstroke is 
58.6. 

“Last year I didn’t stay in 
the water as much and I think 
it took a toll on my body over 
the summer so staying in the 
water more in the offseason is 
going to be something I look 
to do more this year,” Nar-
dozzi said.

By STEVEN HEINE
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The Allegheny College 
men’s basketball team lost 98–
78 to 23rd-ranked Denison 
University on Feb. 11. 

Jordan Rawls, ’20, led the 
Gators with 22 points. Deni-
son’s Jett Speelman, ’17, led all 
scorers with 27 points.

Allegheny received the 
opening tipoff, but Denison 
started the game with a 5–0 
run before Rawls sunk a layup 
to make the score 5-2. How-
ever, Allegheny would remain 
behind for the entire game. 

Rawls brought the halftime 
score to 44–34 with a layup off 
an assist by Liam Wilby, ’20. 

Allegheny opened the sec-
ond half with an 8–0 run, 
only to have Denison follow 
with a 15–2 run. While the 
second half would involve 
some controversial moments, 
including a double technical 

foul, the score stayed relative-
ly stable. The Gators would 
not get within 11 points of 
Denison for the remainder of 
the game.

Jamison Nee, ’20, said he 
felt that the Gators did a good 
job with running their of-
fense.

“We’ve been lacking that all 
year, and we were able to fi-
nally execute on the offensive 
end,” Nee said.

Nee said that while the 
team gave a strong offensive 

performance, he felt that the 
Gators needed to improve 
their defensive play.

“Some things that we’ve got 
to get better at, I’d say defen-
sively, just making sure that 
we’re closing out under con-
trol, and just overall playing 
better defense, not allowing 
teams to score as many open 
points,” Nee said.

Head Coach Bob Simmons 
said that along with doing 
well offensively, the Gators 
were able to adapt during the 
game to Denison’s play.

“[They were] able to make 
in-game adjustments during 
timeouts, talking to guys on 
the bench [at] halftime. I 
thought they did a really nice 
job,” Simmons said.

However, Simmons said he 
did notice things that his team 
could improve on.

“We get beat too much off 
the dribble, and then we do 
such a good job helping that 
we leave the next guy open 

for an open shot, so we have 
to do a better job of guarding 
the basketball,” Simmons said.

Conor MacOmber, ’17, said 
the Gators understood before 
the game started that playing 
good defense would be cru-
cial to a victory.

“If we were to beat them, we 
would have to play good [de-
fense],” MacOmber said.

With 2:21 left in the game, 
Nee and Denison’s David 
Meurer, ’20, were called for 
offsetting technical fouls. Nee 
would stay in the game, scor-
ing five points in the final two 
minutes.

The Gators will finish their 
season at home against Ohio 
Wesleyan University on Feb. 
18. The game has the poten-
tial to decide whether or not 
Allegheny makes it into the 
NCAC championship tourna-
ment.

“We control our own desti-
ny, as far as playoffs go,” Sim-
mons said.
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Top: Matt Nardozzi, ’19, celebrates finishing the mile and breaking the Allegheny record with a time of 16:03.82. Nardozzi also broke records in the 400 IM and the 1,000 free. 
Left: Elizabeth Schafer, ’17, hugs fellow distance swimmer Alyson Codner, ’20, after the 200 free finals. 
Right: Danny Litwin, ’17, swims the breaststroke leg of the 100 IM. Litwin broke the Allegheny 100 IM record with a finals time of 53.82. 

Swimming and diving finish sixth in conference
NCAC championship brings personal bests and record-breaking swims

Men’s basketball faces loss on the 
road, wraps up season with playoffs

We’ve been lacking 
that all year, and we 
were able to finally 
execute on the offen-
sive end.

“ “

Jamison Nee
Class of 2020


