
The

C a m p u s
– FRIDAY, JANUARY, 26, 2018 – WWW.ALLEGHENYCAMPUS.COMVOLUME 142, ISSUE 12

1876 2018

Baskan drops Hall from 
discrimination lawsuit

Assistant Dean of Students Joe 
Hall was dismissed as a defendant 
in a discrimination lawsuit against 
the college on Dec. 22, 2017, and Al-
legheny resolved the lawsuit Thurs-
day, Jan. 25.

The lawsuit, which was filed April 
21, 2017, accused Hall and Allegh-
eny of discriminating against Altay 
Baskan, ’20, on the basis of his race.

The dismissal of the suit against 
Hall comes after a mediation held 
Oct. 25, 2017, according to court 
records. The report of the mediation 
notes that “the parties [were] in the 
process of finalizing an agreement.” 
Court records indicate the dismissal 
was “voluntary.”

Results of mediation are not pub-
lic record.

In the suit, which was filed against 
both Hall and the college, Baskan 
claimed “Hall’s treatment of Baskan 
was colored by racial stereotyping 
and prejudice.” 

Baskan, who was born in Turkey, 
alleged that both Allegheny and Hall 

discriminated against him based 
on his ethnic origins during disci-
plinary proceedings.

The civil allegation against Hall 
was based solely on the assistant 
dean allegedly violating Baskan’s 
equal rights, while Baskan request-
ed relief on two additional counts 
against the college:  breach of con-
tract and invasion of privacy.

In response to the civil complaint, 
Martha Munsch, who represented 
both the college and Hall, argued 
that neither Hall nor Allegheny act-
ed towards Baskan based in any way 
on his ethnicity.

“Any and all actions taken or de-
cisions made by Defendants regard-
ing Plaintiff were based on legiti-
mate, nondiscriminatory, business 
reasons which were not pretextual,” 
Munsch’s answer to the complaint 
reads in part.

While Baskan and Allegheny 
were unable to reach an agreement 
during mediation in October, Bas-
kan and the college resolved the 
lawsuit in front of Magistrate Judge 
Susan Paradise Baxter on Jan. 25. 

The terms of the agreement are 
not public record.

ASG approves recording policy for college

Allegheny Student Government 
discussed an upcoming change 
to the college that will affect the 
school’s policy toward recording in 
private during its meeting on Tues-
day, Jan. 23. 

Campus Life and Community 
Standards drafted the policy. Co-
chair of that committee and Assis-

tant Professor of Political Science 
Shanna Kirschner visited ASG to ex-
plain the policy. Under Pennsylvania 
law, recording without the consent 
of all present parties is illegal, unless 
the recording is taken in a public 
meeting, according to the Digital 
Media Project website.

The recording policy was written 
specifically for Allegheny to clarify 
that the policy applies to the class-
room, according to Kirschner. She 
said if passed, the policy would even-
tually be put into “The Compass” to 

ensure everyone was fully aware of 
the rule. The policy also dictates that 
if a student wanted to record a class, 
he or she would have to receive per-
mission from both the professor and 
the students, according to Kirschner.

“My understanding of some of 
the disciplinary processes on cam-
pus is that we’re not necessarily 
ruling on state law,” Kirschner said. 
“That’s a separate process, the legal 
process. But there may be some sort 
of moment when we’re considering 
whether a college policy has been 

violated. This sort of moves [the re-
cording policy] into that sphere.”

As ASG members held an open 
discussion to determine whether or 
not they would pass the policy, Class 
of 2018 Vice President Zach Javorsky 
voiced his concern that the policy 
was too vague.

“It’s taking the right away from 
students to protect themselves from 
a professor that would come at them 
in a racist [or] homophobic way,” 
Javorsky said. “It’s an erosion of 
student rights. There’s a reason the 

school wants this passed. They don’t 
want a [Public Relations] incident.”

If a professor directed inappropriate 
or offensive language at a student, and 
the exchange was recorded without ev-
ery present party’s consent, the record-
ing could not legally be used against 
that professor, according to Kirschner. 
However, Class of 2020 President Ja-
son Ferrante said bias incidents often 
do not have direct recordings but hy-
pothetically are still properly handled.
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News Editor
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Clay Bodies and Queer Visions
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I’d like to just kind of make 
sure more students were 
aware of all the wealth 
of information they had 
available to them through 
ASG.

“
“

Camila Gomez
Class of 2019

Allegheny Student Government 
has selected Camila Gomez, ’19, as 
its new chief of staff. The position 
opened when Stella Pratt, the pre-
vious chief of staff, graduated in the 
fall of 2017.

Gomez had served on ASG as a 
proxy senator and a full time sena-
tor. As a member of ASG, Gomez sat 
on the Public Events Committee and 
the College Committees Council. 
She also served as the president of 
the 2019 class during the 2016 - 17 
academic year.

“I started my career in ASG when 
I was a freshman, and I kind of start-
ed coming just to get a feel for what 
was going on in the college,” Gomez 
said. “And then, as I got to know the 
organization, I started becoming re-
ally interested in its internal struc-
tures.”

Valerie Hurst, ’18, vice president 
of ASG, said Gomez was a good can-
didate for the position because she 
had experience working with the 

administration, both in ASG and in 
other roles.

Mark MacStudy, ’18, president 
of ASG, said the organization was 
looking either for someone who 
had extensive experience serving in 
ASG, or someone who would be able 
to bring an outside perspective. Go-
mez was studying in Seville, Spain, 
during a semester abroad when she 
submitted her application.

New Chief of Staff joins 
ASG, shares plans and 
expectations for the year

By STEVEN HEINE
News Editor
heines@allegheny.edu

Permission to be required to record in private places, classrooms
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JEVON COOPER/THE CAMPUS
Top: Artist Mark Burns’ piece “Plague in Lavender (HIV)” on display on Jan. 23, 2018 in the Bowman-
Penelec-Megahan Art Galleries during “Rough Trade: Clay Bodies and Queer Visions.” Above: 
Triesch Voelker’s piece “Dual/Duel” is displayed in the exhibit which runs until March 4, 2018.
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Associate Dean Gretchen Beck presents the Allegheny Bound Experience to Allegheny Student Government during its 
meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2018.

By ALEX WEIDENHOF
Copy/Enterprise Editor
weidenhofa@allegheny.edu

The Allegheny Bound Experience to begin in the summer months

Allegheny College is imple-
menting a new program that 
will affect incoming first-year 
students, changing their Allegh-
eny experience beginning in 
the summer months. Associate 
Dean Gretchen Beck gave a pre-
sentation detailing the changes 
to Allegheny Student Govern-
ment during their meeting on 
Tuesday, Jan. 23.     

The new program is called 
the Allegheny Bound Experi-
ence, and is made up of four 
different sections: summer ori-
entation, first-year course reg-
istration, move-in and welcome 
weekend, according to Beck.

Summer orientation will be 
mandatory for all incoming stu-
dents and will take place over 
two days in the summer.

“Two-day, one-night pro-
gram, designed to welcome 
new students to the commu-
nity,” read Beck’s slideshow in 
part. 

There are a few reasons Al-

legheny is implementing this 
summer program, according 
to Beck. 

“One is something we always 
experience during the summer: 
summer melt. That’s that the 
time where students decide … 
to go somewhere else, another 
institution, take a gap year,” Beck 
said. “It’s also to get a jump start 
to giving folks a similar process 
and similar experience.”

Students must sign up for 
one of four groups, with each 
group containing no more 
than 125 people, Beck said. The 
groups will arrive on one of four 
weeks spread throughout June 
and July. 

During the first day, students 
will be able to go on campus 
tours, attend a resource fair and 
speak to faculty about various 
services, according to Beck. 

She said the rest of the day 
will include a dinner and then 
meetings explaining what it 
means to attend Allegheny for 
parents and students, respec-
tively.

“Students stay overnight. 
Parents and families have the 

option to stay wherever in the 
area,” Beck said. “We’re working 
with hotels to get some blocked 
booking and some better rates 
for parents and families.”

 Once students’ families 
leave for the night, students will 
have a few more meetings to 
acclimate them to college life.

“One of the things, too, is 
to get students used to being 
here at Allegheny,” Beck said. 
“So, they’re going to have their 
first floor meeting that night 
with their [resident assistant]. It 
may not be their particular RA 
that they’re going to have when 
they’re back on campus.”

On the second day, stu-
dents will have pictures taken 
for their AllCards. If students 
lose their student identifi-
cations over the summer 
months, they will receive a 
second one for free, according 
to Beck. Students will only be 
held accountable for their All-
Cards once they move onto 
campus.

One event that may even-
tually be included on the sec-
ond day is student registra-

tion, according to Beck.
“There will be an advis-

ing piece,” Beck said. “The 
Learning Commons is work-
ing on that section. There will 
be conversations with par-
ents and students and family 
members, and students will 
go off in groups to meet with 
faculty. … The parents will 
also go on a separate track to 
talk about what their students 
can expect.”

Beck said holding student 
registration when students 
are at Allegheny may fix the 
confusion and uncertainty 
students experience when 
choosing classes over the 
phone. Class of 2018 Presi-
dent Kierra Price expressed 
confusion on how registra-
tion groups would function 
if students were able to pick 
the weekend they arrived at 
school to register. 

“When I came as a fresh-
man, you still have your reg-
istration groups,” Price said. 
“Would kids coming in on 
June 4 have an advantage reg-
istering?”

Beck said these students 
will still have their registra-
tion groups. Furthermore, 
groups will function in a way 
that will keep students who 
attend summer orientation 
before others from holding an 
advantage, according to Beck. 

While the summer orien-
tation will be mandatory for 
students, parents and fami-
lies are not required to come. 
Class of 2020 Senator Trevor 
Day voiced his concern over 
the summer requirement. 

“So far, I like the idea,” Day 
said. “My only real [problem] 
with it is the mandatory as-
pect. I think it would be hard 
for families to cut time out of 
work, even students finding 
time.”

Class of 2020 Vice Presi-
dent Carlos Sanchez agreed 
with Day’s concerns about the 
mandatory aspect of the pro-
gram. Sanchez’s doubt about 
the program stemmed from 
the cost, he said. 

 “What about students who 
live, for example, in Califor-
nia, who probably can’t afford 
this? Is there help for the stu-
dents?” Sanchez said. “I don’t 
think it’s worth it for a student 
to pay … to come here for two 
days.”

Despite the requirement 
for students, the administra-
tion is aware of both the time 
commitment and high travel 
cost, according to Beck. She 
and Associate Dean and Di-
rector of the Inclusion, Diver-
sity, Equity, Access and Social 

Justice Center justin adkins 
have been looking at resourc-
es together to find various 
ways to ease the cost of travel 
for students and their fami-
lies, Beck said.

“If you’re telling me, as a 
student, that you can’t be there 
for those particular dates, and 
there’s a financial aspect to that, 
then the conversation might be 
that we have a couple of dates in 
August and we expect to see you 
there,” Beck said. “Those dates 
would be right before move-in, 
which students will be coming 
for anyway.”

Move-in will be consolidat-
ed into three days, according 
to Beck. The entire football 
team will be moving in first 
in August. The second group 
to move in will be the early 
arrival group, which includes 
all other fall sports players 
and international education 
students.

“Part of that is to give every-
body that same move-in expe-
rience,” Beck said. “If you came 
early for one of those programs 
[last year], you probably didn’t 
have an RA, a majority of the 
decorations or a good sense of 
where things were.”

This coming fall, students 
moving in on those two early 
move-in dates will have similar 
resources that will be available 
to the rest of the students who 
move in later that month, ac-
cording to Beck.

Welcome weekend will have 
the same schedule as the orien-
tation weekend previous classes 
of students experienced, Beck 
said.

“The welcome weekend pro-
gram is very similar to the last 
couple of years,” Beck said. “If 
you look at that particular pro-
gram, we have tweaked it so that 
we have allowed those programs 
like campus resources … to 
back up against each other in-
stead of having longer spaces.”

Beck explained the Al-
legheny Bound Experience 
is meant to prepare students 
for college life and give them 
a glimpse of what it means to 
attend Allegheny. 

Allegheny to introduce new first-year program

“Camila actually was able 
to fill both of those perspec-
tives,” MacStudy said. He cit-
ed both her ASG experience 
and her semester abroad as 
factors determining her ac-
ceptance.

The application process 
included an eight-question 
form, consisting of both 
short-answer and long-form 
questions about each candi-
date’s ASG experience and 
qualifications. ASG distrib-
uted the application through 
the class Facebook pages and 
the biweekly ASG newsletter, 
as well as through a post on 
MyAllegheny. Four appli-
cants responded to the form, 
including Gomez. MacStudy, 
Hurst and Pratt conducted 
interviews with the appli-
cants. 

When Gomez was nomi-
nated as the new chief of staff 
at the end of the fall 2017 se-
mester, the senate voted to 
withhold her formal confir-
mation until she arrived on 
campus. She was officially 
confirmed Jan. 16.

Gomez said she views her 
job as connecting the higher 
offices in ASG, such as the 
cabinet, to the general senate 
and, ultimately, the student 
body.

“It’s definitely the people 
aspect of ASG,” Gomez said.

Hurst said because Go-
mez has had experience 
working with the adminis-
tration before, she could help 

ASG rewrite its constitution.
“Every couple of years, it’s 

very healthy to redo a consti-
tution,” Hurst said. She said 
the constitutional rewrite 
will fix discrepancies such 
as uneven term limits across 
committees.

Gomez said she was ex-
cited about working with 
ASG, especially MacStudy 
and Hurst. She also said 
she wanted to help increase 
transparency with the Col-
lege Committees Council.

“I’d like to just kind of 
make sure more students 
were aware of all the wealth 
of information they had 
available to them through 
ASG — and through me — if 
they had any questions,” Go-
mez said.

CHIEF  from page 1

New Allegheny Student 
Government Chief of 
Staff Camilla Gomez, ‘19.

A Department of Educa-
tion investigation into Allegh-
eny College’s handling of Title 
IX cases, which was opened 
June 3, 2015, has been closed 
upon request of the student 
who filed it. One investigation 
remains open.

The Department’s Office 
for Civil Rights sent a letter 
dated Aug. 29, 2017, to Al-
legheny College President 
James Mullen informing the 
college the case had been 
administratively closed. The 
complainant withdrew his 
complaint on June 28, 2017, 
according to documents ob-
tained by The Campus via a 
Freedom of Information Act 
request.

The complainant alleged 
the college discriminated 
against him on the basis of 
his sex during its handling of 
an allegation of sexual assault 
made against him during his 
freshman year in 2014. He 
was ultimately expelled from 
Allegheny.

He alleged that the college 
withheld his accuser’s state-
ment from him until days 
before the appeal hearing, did 
not allow key witnesses to be 
interviewed, prohibited him 
from taking “detailed” notes 
on case documents and did 
not let his attorney accompa-
ny him to review those docu-
ments.

“The College was motivat-
ed to treat [the complainant] 

in this manner in order to 
battle public relations prob-
lems and curry favor with the 
OCR because it was recently 
named as one of 94 institu-
tions with open sex violence 
investigations,” he stated in 
his complaint to the Depart-
ment.

On Feb. 3, 2017, the com-
plainant, identified as John 
Doe, filed a lawsuit against the 
college on the same matter. 
A mediation session between 
Doe and the college was held 
on May 16, 2017, court records 
show. After the parties resolved 
the lawsuit, they requested it be 
dismissed on July 7. It was dis-
missed by the judge on July 21. 

Results of the mediation, 
which was held in front of a 
federal magistrate, are not pub-
lic record.

In both the complaint and 
the lawsuit, Doe alleged that 
Allegheny acted unfairly to-
wards him during the Title IX 
proceedings.

“At every phase of this pro-
cess, the College ensured that 
[Doe] would be treated ad-
versarially, receive less infor-
mation, be hurried and pre-
vented him from preparing 
a response, and then blamed 
him for a failure to respond 
completely to the College’s 
incomplete information,” the 
complaint reads in part. 

“Finally, at the appeal hear-
ing, the Title IX Coordinator 
repeatedly put her thumb on 
the proverbial scale by pro-
hibiting key evidence and 
even recasting the allegation 
when the complainant’s story 

failed to make sense.”
The Title IX coordinator 

at the time of the incident 
was Katie Pope. Pope left the 
college on Aug. 21, 2015. She 
now holds the same position 
at the University of Pitts-
burgh.

Doe, whose identity was 
confirmed by several Allegheny 
students, did not reply to a re-
quest for comment.

In its response to Doe’s com-
plaint to the OCR, on Aug. 21, 
2015, Allegheny stated that Doe 
had not “made any allegations 
to the College” about sex dis-
crimination. 

The college also argued that 
it had followed its processes as 
outlined in the student hand-
book, and as such Doe’s “allega-
tion that Allegheny violated his 
rights under Title IX is wholly 
without merit.”

After a determination by 
Joe Hall, then the college’s di-
rector of student conduct and 
development, that Doe had 
more likely than not com-
mitted sexual assault, Doe 
appealed to the Campus Life 
and Community Standards 
Committee. The committee 
unanimously ruled against 
Doe’s appeal.

Doe then appealed to Mul-
len on the basis of both new 
facts that had not made it 
into the appeals hearing and 
violations of college process. 
Mullen upheld Hall’s determi-
nation and Doe’s expulsion.

“I found no violations of 
process that significantly and/
or materially affected your 
ability to present complete in-

formation to the Committee 
nor did I find any significant 
and/or material violations of 
process in connection with 
the investigation of this mat-
ter,” Mullen wrote in an April 
17, 2015, letter to Doe.

In the 2017 lawsuit, Doe 
requested the college permit 
him to immediately re-enroll 
and expunge this Title IX vi-
olation from his academic 
and disciplinary records, and 
that the court award him with 
more than $75,000 in com-
pensatory and punitive dam-
ages.

Doe’s name does not appear 
in the college’s email or campus 
mailbox directories.

Eileen Petula, chief operating 
officer and executive vice presi-
dent of the college, said Allegh-
eny does not comment on legal 
issues.

Although Doe’s complaint 
with the OCR has been closed, 
an investigation into the college’s 
handling of Title IX which was 
opened in December 2014 re-
mains open.

The complaint which trig-
gered the 2014 investigation 
alleges that Allegheny College 
has a culture “that tolerates vi-
olence against women” and that 
the college’s Title IX procedures 
“seem to be in place for the pri-
mary purpose of protecting the 
interest of the college and not 
the victims,” according to a copy 
of the complaint obtained by 
The Campus.

Allegheny was informed of 
this investigation on Dec. 5, 
2014. The proceedings against 
Doe began Dec. 17, 2014.

Federal Title IX investigation ends after lawsuit

Part of that is to give 
everybody that same 
move-in experience.

“ “

Gretchen Beck
Associate Dean

By LAUREN TRIMBER
News Editor
trimberl@allegheny.edu
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ADVERTISEMENT Jan. 5, 2018
373 Sherman St.

Burglary.

Jan. 10, 2018
Schultz Hall

Theft.

Jan. 15, 2018
Edwards Hall

Alcohol violation.

Jan. 16, 2018
Baldwin Hall loading dock

Marijuana odor.

Jan. 18, 2018
Campus Center

Burglary.

Jan. 20, 2018
Brooks Hall

Disorderly conduct.

Jan. 20, 2018
Schultz Hall

Marijuana odor.

Jan. 23, 2018
Parking lot #2

Criminal mischief.

“It kind of sounds like 
we’re jumping the shark and 
creating a solution for a prob-
lem that doesn’t exist yet,” 
Ferrante said.

First-year Liaison Matthew 
Steinberg, ’20, also spoke on 
the fear that students would 
be unable to record a profes-
sor or faculty member using 
offensive language.

“When you file a bias re-
port … there’s not necessarily 
a recording of that,” Steinberg 
said. “If a professor is using 
hate speech or derogatory 
speech toward you in a class, 
whether it’s recorded or not, 
you can still file a bias report 
like normal.”

Kirschner further ex-
plained what aspects of the 
college the policy would cov-
er.   

“Personal attacks, slurs of 
some sort, that is not covered 
under academic freedom,” 
Kirschner said. “The notion 
of allowing for conversation 
to flow without it being post-
ed on YouTube very much ap-
plies.”

In response to Kirschner’s 
explanation, Ferrante said 
the faculty’s rights need to be 
considered, too.

“The rights of students are 
paramount, but the rights of 
faculty still have to be respect-
ed,” Ferrante said. “If a student 
is taking a professor’s words 
or any other administrator’s 
words and posting it online 
… and it’s a heavily edited clip, 
then you’ve created a situation 
where you allow a harmful en-
vironment to be perpetrated.”

Despite the policy’s restric-
tions on in-class recording, 
disability accommodations 
will still be made, according 
to Kirschner. She said if an ac-

commodation is required, ar-
rangements can be made with 
the faculty member teaching 
the class.

The policy does not extend 
to dormitory rooms, accord-
ing to Kirschner. She said if 
an officer from the Office of 
Public Safety or a resident 
assistant entered a student’s 
room, the student would be 
permitted to record. Further-
more, a one-on-one meeting 
would be considered public 
if the door was left open and 
could therefore be recorded, 
according to Kirschner.

As the open discussion 
closed, ASG voted to pass the 
policy. However, the policy 
must still be passed by com-
mittees before it officially 
goes into effect, according to 
Ferrante.

Following the policy’s ap-
proval, Allegheny Student 
Government President Mark 
MacStudy, ’18, explained 
ASG’s plans to work with 
Why Not Us? for upcoming 
events.

MacStudy discussed his 
meeting with Why Not Us? 
founder Mark Myers, ’19. 
ASG and Why Not Us? are 

planning to partner for vari-
ous events to raise awareness 
for incidents such as domestic 
violence, according to Mac-
Study.

The first event will be a 
pledge signing event on Feb. 
6 in the Henderson Campus 
Center lobby. The event will 
be a follow-up to ASG’s Ti-
tle IX resolution passed in 
the fall of 2017, according to 
MacStudy.

The second event will be 
a survivor love letter event 
that will begin on Feb. 12 and 
will end Feb. 16. The letters, 
which will contain encourag-
ing words to people who have 
experienced sexual violence, 
will not be sent anywhere, but 
will be put on display, accord-
ing to MacStudy.

Along with the events, 
the two clubs will hold three 
self-defense classes spread 
throughout the semester, ac-
cording to ASG Vice Presi-
dent Valerie Hurst. She said 
money will be used to find 
speakers, funding promo-
tional material for events and 
holding a conference.

“They will be holding a 
training or information ses-
sion about the process of Title 
IX,” Hurst said. “There are go-
ing to be … the district attor-
ney, lots of lawyers, Women’s 
Services all coming together 
so you can kind of see the 
entire process from start to 
finish if you were to launch a 
Title IX case.”

Hurst also explained ASG’s 
hope for future years with this 
new partnership.

“Hopefully with this we 
will increase that fund over 
the next couple years so that 
we can raise more money to-
ward Title IX,” Hurst said.

POLICY from page 1

The federal government 
has sent the U.S. District 
Court for the Western Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania a request 
to garnish Kirk Nesset’s re-
tirement accounts to pay his 
restitution due to victims as 
a result of his 2016 guilty plea 
on charges of possession and 
distribution of child pornog-
raphy.

The application for writ of 
garnishment, filed Tuesday, 
Jan. 22, by David Lew, assis-
tant U.S. attorney, states that 
Nesset owes $78,191.37 out 
of a $78,900 restitution. Judge 
David Cercone ordered the 
restitution on Feb. 10, 2016, 
after Nesset’s guilty plea.

In the application, the fed-
eral government names two 
retirement accounts Nesset 
has with the Teachers Insur-
ance and Annuity Associ-
ation of America – College 
Retirement Equities Fund as 

sources of property it wishes 
to garnish. 

If the application for writ 
of garnishment is granted, 
the TIAA would have 10 days 
to file an answer to the writ, 
filing with both the govern-
ment and Nesset, court re-
cords show. Nesset has 20 
days to request a hearing ei-
ther to change venues — he 
is currently imprisoned in 
Arizona, while the court is in 
Pittsburgh — or to argue this 
property is exempt from gar-
nishment under federal law.

Two victims to whom 
Nesset owes restitution have 
also filed a lawsuit against 
him. The victims, identified 
only as “Vicky” and “Sarah” 
in the civil suit, were granted 
restitution in the amounts of 
$32,500 and $26,500, respec-
tively. They joined six other 
victims in the lawsuit, and 
each victim requests $150,000 
in statutory damages, in addi-
tion to actual, compensatory 
and punitive damages.

In a filing with the court 

during Nesset’s trial, the gov-
ernment argued that his ac-
tions mandate a long prison 
sentence as well as a high 
monetary cost of restitution.

“Child pornography has a 
highly destructive impact on 
the most vulnerable segment 
of society which lasts forever,” 
the filing reads in part. “Not 
only does it devastate chil-
dren, it undermines all of so-
ciety by perversely validating 
to some troubled individuals 
the sexual exploitation of in-
creasingly younger children.”

The government waived 
Nesset’s duty to pay interest 
on his restitution, finding that 
he “does not have the ability” 
to do so, court records show. 
In addition to a $78,900 res-
titution, Nesset is currently 
serving 76 months in a federal 
penitentiary. 

Meagan Temple and Mike 
Bruzzese, who represented 
Nesset in his criminal case, 
could not immediately be 
reached for comment on 
Thursday, Jan. 25.

Government sends request 
to garnish Nesset’s accounts

By ALEX WEIDENHOF
Copy/Enterprise Editor
weidenhofa@allegheny.edu

It kind of sounds like 
we’re jumping the 
shark and creating a 
solution for a prob-
lem that doesn’t exist 
yet. 

“

“

Jason Ferrante
Class of 2020
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Want to submit an opinion article to 
The Campus? Email 

opinion@alleghenycampus.com

I am an alumna of Al-
legheny College, now nearly 
five years into a career in the 
Twin Cities. My undergradu-
ate training has been a crucial 
part of my success, and just 
last month I flew in to talk to 
current students about their 
own budding career paths. I 
enjoyed my experience at Al-
legheny College. But for too 
many, the primary takeaway 
of their college careers is a 
trauma inflicted by a peer.

I am deeply disappointed 
with Allegheny’s inaction to-
wards sexual assault allega-
tions — most recently, its lack 
of meaningful comment on a 
series of assaults committed 
by a male student. Every day 
I see the college growing its 
own reputation as a safe har-
bor for sexually violent young 
men. This is an epidemic for 
Allegheny College, and one 
that is simply not being ad-
dressed at scale by the admin-
istration.

On Nov. 9, 2017, The 
Campus reported that one 
of two women to receive a 
Protection From Abuse or-
der against Trey Serbin, ’21, 
said in her court hearing, “I 
did have faith in the school 
until they told me we had to 
be treated as equals.” I cannot 
pretend to know what college 
staff communicated to that 

young woman in private con-
versation, but I can say that 
any student who receives two 
PFAs but no letter of expul-
sion is being treated with ex-
traordinary tolerance.

As our society begins to 
reject abusive men en masse, 
it has become painfully clear 
that there have been many 
more parties enabling their 
abuses over time. The en-
abling can be indirect: an in-
adequate response to a com-
plaint. For Harvey Weinstein, 
it meant an entire industry 
looking the other way; for 
Allegheny College, it means 
an administration re-trau-
matizing survivors through 
bureaucratic process and 
ill-suited advice.

I do not know how this 
administration can look at 
the female students of Al-
legheny and tell them that 
their problem is too difficult 
— for it seems with every 
botched Title IX complaint 
that the college has given up. 
I do not know how my alma 
mater could place the onus 
on a woman to avoid her 
perpetrator. A PFA is not an 
expulsion, and the plain truth 
is that a woman on a campus 
as small as Allegheny’s can 
live in fear of stumbling into 
the person who traumatized 
her at any moment. In fact, 
according to a report in the 
Meadville Tribune, even the 
judge who delivered the sec-
ond PFA acknowledged the 
practical limits of the order. 
“You need to be a participant 
in becoming safer,” he told 
the plaintiff, advising her to 
develop strategies to avoid 
contact with her assaulter. 
This is not acceptable.  

Each Saturday, I mentor a 
first-generation high school 
sophomore on her journey 
to college. She is extremely 
bright, with a promising fu-
ture ahead of her. In our last 
session, she asked me what 
college I attended as she 
searched for places to apply 
to herself. I told her the an-
swer, but not without dis-
closure: this administration 

does not prioritize the safety 
of its female students. This 
was a shameful admission for 
me, but one that I stand be-
hind. As an instructor at the 
University of Minnesota, I 
have taught both rapists and 
survivors. I have seen the rap-
ists graduate and the victims 
drop out.

I assure you that this prob-
lem can be addressed. Last 
year, I commended our uni-
versity’s president, Eric Kaler, 
when he moved to suspend 
ten football players in ad-
vance of their Holiday Bowl 
game after it was revealed that 
they had assaulted a young 
woman at a party. The public 
pressure against suspension 
was immense, but Kaler did 
not back down. 

Allegheny College can, at 
this moment in public turn-
ing of opinion, become a 
leader in thought and action 
— a progressive beacon for 
a young woman’s right to a 
safe educational experience. 
But nothing will change until 
the administration stands up 
for its students. And alumnae 
like me will continue to rec-
ommend other institutions 
to our mentees, friends and 
peers until you do.

An open letter to Mullen
From an alumna concerned about Title IX 
and sexual assault on Allegheny’s campus

Allegheny College 
can, at this moment in 
public turning of opin-
ion, become a leader 
in both thought and 
action.

“

“

Dana D’Amico
Class of 2013

By DANA D’AMICO
Contributing Writer
danamariedamico@gmail.com

A year following Trump’s 
inauguration, politicians 
and citizens alike have been 
stressing the great impor-
tance of the 2018 midterm 
elections. While Republicans 
hold the majority in both 
houses of Congress, the ma-
jority is narrow: Democrats 
in the House need to flip 24 
seats and need to earn just 
two Senate seats to gain con-
trol. That being said, it is in 
the hands of the people to de-
termine the makeup of Con-
gress in 2019 by voting, the 
most fair and democratic of 
practices. Right?

Voting seems like a very 
simple process. If the majori-
ty of a district comes together 
to support and vote for a cer-
tain candidate, that candidate 
gets elected. Unfortunately, 
in much of the United States 
— and right here in Pennsyl-
vania — this process has been 
severely undermined. 

The current Pennsylvania 
congressional district map 
is quite a display of abstract 
art. While many citizens 
would assume each district 
is of equal size and shape, the 
districts here are snakelike, 
narrow and make the strang-
est of curves. Just northwest 
of Philadelphia, District Six 
moves in an arc shape, split-

ting up residents of Berks, 
Chester and Montgomery 
Counties. Meanwhile, Dis-
trict Seven, also west of Phil-
adelphia, forms an elaborate, 
narrow shape that divides five 
different counties. 

On Monday, Jan. 22, 
the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court struck the map down 
as “clearly, plainly and pal-
pably” unconstitutional with 
regards to the Pennsylvania’s 
constitution, requiring the 
state legislature to draw a new 
map and earn approval from 
Governor Tom Wolf before 
Feb. 15. If the state fails to 
meet this deadline, the court 
itself will redraw the districts. 
While this court order is a 
clear victory for Democrats 
in both the state and the na-
tion, it is important to realize 
that the map-redrawing itself 
is of great value to the very 
definition of democracy. 

Many districts have been 
affected by a process known 
as gerrymandering — in the 
cases of Districts Six and 
Seven, Democratic-majority 

towns have been divided by 
Republican Party members 
and placed along with more 
right-leaning blocs. Dividing 
the residents of cities such 
as Lancaster or Harrisburg 
results in GOP-majority dis-
tricts. The problem? The Re-
publican who then obviously 
wins that district is not truly 
representing their constitu-
ent’s interests.

Following the Supreme 
Court’s decision, many Re-
publicans are voicing dis-
sent, and with good reason. 
The erasing of the current 
districts poses the threat of 
losing currently-Republican 
seats in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. While Re-
publicans have every right 
to express their frustration, 
this disgusting process is not 
unique to their party. Both 
Maryland’s Third district, spi-
ralling around Baltimore and 
Texas’ Thirty-third district, 
between the nearby cities of 
Dallas and Fort Worth, have 
been gerrymandered in favor 
of the Democrats. 

The redrawing of districts 
in Pennsylvania happens to 
give the Democratic Party 
more representation but will 
also benefit democracy itself. 
The public needs to recognize 
gerrymandering as a truly 
bipartisan issue regardless of 
how far to the left or right a 
district leans. The very defini-
tion of democracy is that the 
constituents elect their repre-
sentatives. Gerrymandering 
allows for just the opposite to 
take place: candidates choose 
their electors. A change is 
desperately needed, and this 
court case is a positive step in 
the right direction.

A win for democracy
Gerrymandering in the Keystone State

James Gillray, 1805/WikiCommons

By EMMA GODEL
Contributing Writer
godele@allegheny.edu

It it important to 
realize that the map-
redrawing itself is of 
great value to the 
very definition of 
democracy.

“
“

Emma Godel
Class of 2021

Editor’s note: After The Campus published a story about the sexual assault allegations made by 
two first-year women against Trey Serbin, ’21, on Nov. 9, 2017, Dana D’Amico, ’13, contacted The 
Campus to inform them about an open letter she intended to send to Allegheny College President 
James Mullen. The Campus has decided to publish this letter due to its relevance.

Gatorz

I am deeply 
disappointed with 
Allegheny’s inaction 
towards sexual 
assualt allegations.

“
“

Dana D’Amico
Class of 2013
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Festival brings foreign cinema to Meadville
By ELLIS GIACOMELLI
Science/International Editor
giacomellie@allegheny.edu

The annual Internation-
al Film Festival, curated by 
Allegheny’s Department of 
Modern and Classical Lan-
guages, begins Wednes-
day, Jan. 31, at the Movies 
at Meadville with the 2017 
French documentary “Faces 
Places” at 7 p.m. 

The five-week festival tar-
gets students in language pro-
grams at Allegheny and will 
feature films representing the 
five modern language pro-
grams offered: Arabic, Chi-
nese, French, German and 
Spanish. 

“I hope that, by asking 
the students to go see foreign 
films, we are creating audi-
ences that, in the future, are 
going to see a more diverse 
selection of movies and not 
just American movies,” said 
Wilfredo Hernandez, asso-
ciate professor of Spanish. 
“Don’t get me wrong, I love 
American movies. But I think 
it’s important to know what is 
being done in other countries 
by other artists.”

Organized by Hernandez 
and the modern and classi-
cal languages faculty in part-
nership with the Movies at 
Meadville, the festival is free 
and open to the public.

Round-trip shuttle service 
between Allegheny College 
and the Movies at Meadville 
is also free, according to Rut-
er Hall Building Coordina-
tor Reese Campbell, who has 
assisted Hernandez and the 
department faculty in orga-
nizing the 2017 and 2018 fes-
tivals. 

Campbell said the festival 
has been advertised in the 
Meadville Tribune, as well as 
on WQLN Radio in Erie.

“We try to get people from 
at least around the region in-
terested,” Campbell said. 

While the festival selec-
tions are largely inspired by 
language students, commu-
nity engagement is an im-
portant consideration for the 
modern language faculty, ac-
cording to Hernandez.

“We agreed that the films 
have to be representative and 
appealing for a larger audi-
ence, and in that regard, I am 
very happy with the results 
because, generally speaking, 
the films talk to a larger audi-
ence and not only to the stu-
dents in the language,” Her-
nandez said.

Achieving these results in-
volved a selection process that 
began during the fall 2017 
semester. Department faculty 
suggested films to Hernandez, 
who then researched each 
film and read American and 

European reviews. A list of 
preferred films was submit-
ted to Paul McNulty, gener-
al manager of the Movies at 
Meadville, who sought rights 
through his regular booking 
process for the films.

“We’ve done it for a num-
ber of years now,” McNulty 
said. “This year was actual-
ly the worst year for finding 
the Arabic film, and we went 
through a dozen films to get 

one. Sometimes, there’s no 
U.S. distributors, and this year 
was the toughest year to get 
the rights.”

Hernandez said the De-
partment of Modern and 
Classical Languages provides 
the funding for the shuttle 
service and film rights. Ob-
taining film rights for the 
festival provides a unique 
experience for the Allegheny 
and Meadville communities, 
according to Hernandez.

“In America, the market is 
dominated by the Hollywood 
industry, so they don’t show 
more than what they pro-
duce,” Hernandez said. “The 
circulation of foreign films is 
somewhat limited to big cities 
in this country, which is very 
sad because you don’t get to 
know what other artists are 
doing.”

Hernandez said the first 
film of the festival, “Faces 
Places,” hasn’t been screened 
in Pittsburgh or in any oth-
er local space. In fact, “Faces 
Places” has only circulated 
among a few major U.S. cities, 
including New York, Los An-
geles and Detroit. 

Laura Reeck, professor 
of French and chair of inter-
national studies, saw “Faces 
Places” while in Paris in July. 

“My impression of the film 

was that, for me, it had pro-
vided a short amount of time 
that seemed timeless. … It was 
almost like this indulgence in 
slow time,” Reeck said.

Directed by French film-
maker Agnes Varda and 
French photographer JR, 
“Faces Places” introduces 
viewers to France in a way 
that is not dramatic or mon-
umental, Reeck said. 

“The film is a documenta-
ry, and part of what it does is 
show the lesser-known faces 
of France,” Reeck said. “It’s 
helpful for students and the 
general public to understand 
that France is not Paris.”

“Faces Places,” along with 
festival films “Coming Home” 
and “Julieta,” are directed by 
the best, according to Her-
nandez. 

Hernandez said Zhang 
Yimou, who directed “Com-
ing Home,” Pedro Almodovar, 
who directed “Julieta,” and 
Varda are considered excep-
tional directors.

“We are showing films of a 
high quality,” Hernandez said.

Hernandez began teaching 
at Allegheny in 2000 and has 
been the festival coordinator 
for the past five years, but he 
said the festival has been pro-
viding access to foreign cine-
ma since before he arrived on 
campus.  

The department has pre-
viously partnered with the 
Academy Theater in Mead-
ville to host the festival, which 
has been organized by sever-
al different faculty members 
since its inception. The film 
selections change every year, 
but the more than 20 year tra-
dition endures. 

THE  CAMPUS  ASKS: 
What is your favorite Winter Olympic sport to watch?

“The first thing that comes 
to mind is skating because 
it’s a lot like dance, and I re-

ally enjoy watching that.”

Emma Donley, ’20

“Figure skating. I used to do 
it — not for long — but it’s 
so beautiful. It takes so much 

skill and it’s evident.”

Elizabeth Forrey, ’21

“I really like the moguls in ski-
ing because it’s a lot of physical 
effort, but also a lot of strategy 

and control.”

Anastasios Mihalopoulos, ’19

“Curling, just cause it’s so 
random. It’s kind of intense 
but not really at the same 

time.”

Lynsey Gutzmer, ’20

“I really like the luge because 
it’s fast-paced and it’s differ-
ent from normal sports you 

usually see on TV.”

Briana Freeman, ’18

“Ice skating because of 
the Nancy Kerrigan–Tonya 

Harding incident.”

Cindy Hoesch, Carnegie 
Hall Building Coordinator

“I love hockey. It’s fast-
paced.”

Andrew Galitzin, ’20

Graphics contributed by Pixabay

COHEN MEDIA GROUP
French filmmaker Agnes Varda and French photographer JR take viewers to France to meet the French people in 
their 2017 documentary “Faces Places,” screened in New York City and Los Angeles on Oct 6, 2017.

COHEN MEDIA GROUP
Agnes Varda and JR share 90 minutes of French stories with the world in “Faces 
Places,” the first film of the 2018 International Film Festival. “Faces Places” will be 
screened at the Movies at Meadville on Wednesday, Jan. 31, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.

In America, the 
market is dominated 
by the Hollywood 
industry, so they don’t 
show more than what 
they produce. The 
circulation of foreign 
films is somewhat 
limited to big cities 
in this country, which 
is very sad because 
you don’t get to know 
what other artists are 
doing.

“

“
Wilfredo Hernandez
Associate Professor of 
Spanish
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The end of 2017 brought 
early holiday presents for 
music-lovers and movie-go-
ers. Albums from Taylor 
Swift, Eminem, Huncho 
Jack and Jack Huncho, and 
a plethora of other artists 
found their home in Spo-
tify and Apple Music. At 
the same time, box office 
hits like “Ferdinand,” “The 
Greatest Showman,” and, of 
course, “Star Wars: The Last 
Jedi,” forced audiences to 
stop watching Netflix and 
get to their nearest movie 
theater. 

Apparently, even more 
artists and producers were 
inspired by the spirit of giv-
ing,  a lot more. Here is a 
rundown of the albums and 
movies to be on the lookout 
for throughout February. 

From his boy-band days 
with *NSYNC to his collabo-
rations with The Black Eyed 
Peas, Timbaland, Jay Z and 
other big industry names, 
Justin Timberlake has never 
failed to please his audienc-
es. Most identify him as a 
pop icon, but his music has 
bled into R&B, hip-hop and 
neo soul genres. 

The ten-time Grammy 
recipient will release his 
fifth solo album on Feb. 2, 
titled “Man of the Woods.” 
According to “Billboard 
Magazine,” Timberlake’s re-
cent single “Filthy” “set the 
tone” for the rest of the al-
bum, which took his Mem-
phis rock-and-roll roots and 
blended them with an elec-
tronic sound. As usual, fans 
are anticipating a J. T. album 
unlike all the others. 

Timberlake has been 
known for stepping in 
and out of musical genres 
throughout his career. In the 
same month, popular hip-
hop artist Tyga will test out 
his singing abilities on “Kyo-
to,” which is set to drop on 
Feb. 16. 

The artist stirred up con-

troversy on Twitter after 
releasing the cover to his 
new album that displayed 
a nude woman in a provoc-

ative pose. According to 
“XXL Magazine,” Tyga re-
sponded to the controversy 
stating it represented the 
creativity that he poured 
into the work. 

“I been wanting to make 
this album for a while now 
but didn’t have the confi-
dence an the story to express 
my true emotions,” Tyga 
tweeted on Jan. 22. 

Timberlake and Tyga 
stand beside other art-
ists such as “Awolnation,” 
“MGMT,” “The Wombats” 
and many more who will be 
dropping albums in Febru-
ary. 

Music soothes the soul 
while movies feed the imagi-
nation—and stomach—with 
horribly unhealthy snacks. 
Sure, spending $20 at the 
movie theatre for one ticket 
and small popcorn may not 
sound appealing at first, yet 
it may be worth it in Feb-
ruary to catch one of 2018’s 
box office hits. 

Movies like Stephen 
King’s “IT,” Jordan Peele’s 
“Get Out” and the prequel 
to “The Conjuring,” “An-
nabelle: Creation,” pleased 
horror fans in 2017. “Win-
chester,” set to hit the the-
atres Feb. 2, will have a high 
standard to live up to. 

The film tells the tale of 
an old, seven-story high 
haunted mansion outside of 
San Francisco. Sarah Win-
chester, a widow, and her 
family occupy the space with 
not-so-typical guests that 
stay in each of the hundreds 
of rooms. The visitors haunt 
this manor not because they 
have a personal connection 
with the house but because 
they hold Winchester’s late 
husband, who made rifles 
for a living, responsible for 
all their deaths. 

The concept of “Win-
chester” may sound a bit re-
petitive and washed up since 
ghost stories have been cen-
tral to the horror genre in 
the last five years or so. 

However, unlike many 
spookers, this film does not 
appear to have a sole para-
normal antagonist living in 
the house, which is where 
this story differentiates from 
fan favorites such as “Insidi-
ous” or “The Conjuring.” 

“Winchester” introduc-
es a twist to the traditional 
ghost story. Outside of hor-
ror, another story in the sci-
fi Marvel universe will be 
released on Feb. 16. 

“Black Panther” takes 
place in the technologically 
advanced African nation of 
Wakanda. After the death of 
his father in “Captain Amer-
ica: Civil War,” king T’Challa 
returns to lead his futuristic 
nation, only to be met with 
warring factions that want 
to take the throne. 

According to “IMDb,” the 
powerful and clever super-
hero must team up with the 
CIA and “other Wakandan 
special forces” to assure his 
home does not plunge into 
war. 

“Black Panther” will kick 
off a highly anticipated year 
for Marvel Comics, with re-
leases including “The Fan-
tastic Four,” a “Deadpool” 
sequel and “X-Men: Dark 
Phoenix.”

Along with “Winchester” 
and “Black Panther,” mov-
ie-goers also have “Fifty 
Shades Freed,” “Early Man,” 
“Annihilation” and other 
motion pictures to look for-
ward to in February. 

Looking forward to new music 
and movies to come in February

Contributed by wikipedia.com

Extra! Extra! Read all 
about Director Steven Spiel-
berg’s perfectly timed political 
thriller “The Post,” and then 
go see it on the big screen be-
cause this film could not be 
more relevant in today’s “fake 
news”-filled culture.

Surrounded by a thick 
cloud of cigarette smoke, 
Meryl Streep and Tom Hanks 
bring The Washington Post’s 
struggle to become a promi-
nent news outlet and its race 
against The Times to publish 
the secrets that prove the 
American government lied 
to its citizens about the Viet-
nam War to life, launching 
the war between Richard Nix-
on’s administration and Ben 
Bradlee’s newsroom in the 
process.

Filled with the constant 
sound of typewriters and an 
endless supply of coffee, Spiel-
berg’s movie is a film with an 
uncanny similarity to today’s 
political climate and accu-
rately portrays the realities of 
a newsroom.

“We need the princi-
pled press to hold power to 
account, to call [President 
Donald Trump] on the car-
pet for every outrage,” Streep 
said during the 2017 Gold-
en Globes.“That’s why our 
founders enshrined the press 
and its freedoms in the Con-
stitution.”

One year later, Streep’s 
performance is anything but 
overrated as she takes on the 
role of Post Publisher Katha-
rine Graham and brilliantly 
shows her struggle to main-
tain personal relationships 
with D.C. officials while also 
trying to establish herself as a 
professional woman after in-
heriting The Washington Post 
from her deceased husband.

While it was strange to 
see Streep portray an unsure 
woman, her character invites 
audiences into the newspaper 
world, showing viewers that it 
is a business with a need for 
funds, but also a necessary 
institution with a duty to in-
form the American people.

While the film does a 

wonderful job at establishing 
Graham as a nervous woman, 
it was painful to sit and wait 
for her to find her voice. But 
when she does, the outspoken 
Streep shines through and 
gives voice to women every-
where.

Hanks’ portrayal of Bradlee 
is everything that an editor 
should be. He is decisive, 
driven and brave as he car-
ries out his mission to report 
the news, rather than read it 
in competing newspapers like 
The New York Times. 

Bradlee acts as Graham’s 
opposite, urging her to print 
hard, controversial stories 
and to stop worrying about 
burning bridges with her po-
litical friends.

“We cannot let the ad-
ministration dictate what we 
can and cannot print,” Ben 
Bradlee says.

Dressed in a lavish evening 
gown, Graham’s character 
leaves her own dinner party 
to take a phone call where she 
becomes the deciding vote 
and orders the controversial 
story to be printed on the 
front page, ignoring the legal 
and financial implications the 
newspaper may face.

The film’s dialogue is quick, 
informed and spunky as 
Bradlee makes it clear that his 
duty is to be honest and loyal 
to journalistic integrity. The 
actors show what journalism 
should be as the characters 
willingly risks their careers in 
order to report the truth.

“To make this decision—
to risk her fortune and the 
company that’s been her en-
tire life — well I think that’s 
brave,” Tony Bradlee says.

Spielberg makes a point 
to showcase the complexity 
that comes with sources and 
personal relationships. Hanks 
gives voice to Bradlee’s friend-
ship with the Kennedy family, 
recounting a story of a griev-
ing Jackie hugging Bradlee’s 
wife and telling him that 
“none of this ends up in your 
newspaper.”

Graham battles it out with 
Bruce Greenwood, who plays 
former United States Secre-
tary of Defense Robert Mc-
Namara, when she decides to 

publish the story even though 
it exposes her friend as a liar. 

Not only does “The Post” 
take a political stance, it also 
makes a feminist statement 
in which Graham makes a 
choice between hosting din-
ner parties and serving the 
greater good.

The film ends with Bradlee 
and Graham walking through 
the printing presses and dis-
cussing their hope for the 
newspaper. The scene then 
cuts to a window looking into 
the Oval Office. Richard Nix-
on is on the phone telling an 
official to never give a report-
er from The Washington Post 
press credentials while he 
waves his hands theatrically 
in a heated rant that resem-
bles those given by Trump 
today. 

The screen goes dark and 
cuts to a scene at the Water-
gate building, foreshadowing 
the next front page scandal.

Although the film ends 
there, it is no cliffhanger that 
The Washington Post broke 
the news about Watergate in 
a series of stories written by 
Bob Woodward and Carl Ber-
nstein — proof that being de-
nied credentials will not stop 
a newspaper from uncovering 
fraudulent officials. 

Spielberg’s cast could not 
have done a better job por-
traying the suspense and the 
reality of reporting news — 
the first draft of history — but 
much can be learned from 
this historical film.

“The Post” defends jour-
nalism but shows it is an in-
stitution run by humans who 
make mistakes. 

“We don’t always get it 
right. We’re not always per-
fect,” Graham says to Bradlee. 
“But I think if we can just 
keep on it, you know? That’s 
the job, isn’t it?”

Films like “All the Presi-
dent’s Men” and “Spotlight” 
are joined by Spielberg’s 
thrillingly powerful drama. It 
is a timeless and much-need-
ed film that calls attention to 
the tainted drafts of history 
that have continued to be re-
peated and will continue to be 
reported on by the press until 
real change occurs. 

By MARLEY PARISH
Editor-in-Chief
parishm@allegheny.edu

By MATTHEW STEINBERG
Features Editor
steinbergm@allegheny.edu

Old news, different faces: Streep, Hanks 
and Spielberg make ‘The Post’ their own

Contributed by wikipedia.com

Music soothes the soul 
while movies feed the 
imaginat ion—and 
stomach—with horri-
bly unhealthy snacks. 

“

“

Matthew Steinberg
Class of 2020

Campus   asks:
What would you like to see change on Allegheny’s campus this semester?

“Improving accessibility for students 
with disabilities, not only physical 

disabilities but also different mental 
accommodations that they need. Like 

[the] wellness center and just generally 
the accessibility of buildings themselves. 
There are very few wheelchair accessible 

buildings, and especially dormitories 
and academic buildings need to be 

accessible to students with disabilities, 
so they can get the full range of the 

academic experience here.” 

- Kellie Sue Martinucci, ’18

“My senior thesis is on incorporating 
an outdoor [and] recreational area for 

Allegheny. I think that because we’re so 
environmentally conscious, or attempt 
to be, I think that the outdoors are an 
important part of that … I think Al-
legheny should incorporate that into 
the wellness program that they’re try-

ing to get going here with Schultz. AKA 
the climbing wall: great idea!”  

-Haley Urban, ’18

“I think the dorms should be updated. 
I think they tend to be out of date, 

from lower classmen dorms to even 
upperclassmen. I think it gets to a point 

when it should be renovated. If you’re going 
to market to students who want to come 

here, you don’t want dorm rooms looking 
ratty and just out of date, especially with 

the school size decreasing.” 

- Logan Cala, ’18
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Showcasing missing 
voices in art

ART SHOW from page 1

In Bowman~Pe-
nelec~Megahan Art Gallery, 
“invited artists” contributed 
multiple pieces of ceramics 
for the “Rough Trade: Clay 
Bodies and Queer Visions” 
art gallery running from Jan. 
23 to March 4. 

Mark Burns, Jeremy 
Brooks, Kathy King and Anne 
Drew Potter were among 
some of the artists who fea-
tured their clay creations. The 
deformed pieces are symbolic 
of the exhibition’s purpose, 

which seeks “to expand the 
semanic geography of trade, 
to move it beyond sexuality 
and sex acts specifically, and 
to reconceive the word with-
in the border realm of queer-
ness.” 

“Trade” is slang for a het-
erosexual man who seeks sex-
ual pleasure from other men 
“without any recompense.” As 
the straight man assumes the 
superior position in this situ-
ation, inequality between the 
two actors is demonstrated. 

The exhibition showcased 
21 works, including one video 
piece. 

Top: A piece of Holly Thompson’s “Conjunction Series B” is showcased at The 
Bowman~Penelec~Megahan Art Galleries. Above left: Matt Nolen’s “More Face/Less 
Phone” unmasks the inner conscious outside of social media. Above right: Matt Nolen’s 
“Queen” models the theme of male sexuality. Below: Ryan Kelly’s “Hapless Hotdog 
Selfie” exhibits the theme of traditional craft and non-normative identity. 

By MATTHEW STEINBERG
Features Editor
steinbergm@allegheny.edu
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Gator   Updater
SATURDAY, JANUARY 27, 2018

Women’s Basketball
vs. Hiram

1 p.m.

Women’s Swimming and Diving
vs. Fredonia

1 p.m.

Men’s Swimming and Diving
 vs. Fredonia 

1 p.m. 

Men’s Basketball
vs. Hiram

3 p.m. 

First-year female kicker joins Allegheny football

As the Allegheny College 
football team begins inten-
sifying their early-morning 
workouts to prepare for the 
2018 season, there is a new 
face joining them in the gym 
— and soon, the field. Saman-
tha Simonetta, ’21, brings a 
new perspective to the team 
as the first female football 
player in recent history.  

Although Head Coach B.J. 
Hammer is unsure if Simon-
etta is the first female football 
to ever join the team, there 
appears to be no record of any 
such event happening previ-
ously. 

“I always wanted to play 
elementary football. Some-
thing attracted me to football. 
In high school, I wanted to 
play, but then I played soccer 
for two years. I got to college 
and I was watching the games 

and I was like, I really want 
to do this, because this is my 
chance to do this,”  Simonetta 
said about her motivation to 
join the team. 

Interested in the program 
and determined to pursue 
a lifelong dream, Simonetta 
reached out to Hammer. 

“She was interested in play-
ing. There are a lot of female 
football players out there. I 
said, the way you can play is 
you have to go through the 
same process our guys do, by 
doing all of our conditioning, 
late weight training.  If you do 
that, you’re good to go,” Ham-
mer said.

Although the team has 
only had about a week of 
practices and conditioning 
since the start of the semester, 
Simonetta said she is happy 
with her decision and feels ac-
cepted by the team. 

“The teammates are real-
ly helping me out a lot and 

encouraging me,” Simonet-
ta said, crediting her fellow 
kickers and snappers for both 
welcoming her and encourag-
ing her to work hard to hone 
her skills.

Although Simonetta is en-
tering unfamiliar territory as 
a female player on the football 
team, the expectations from 
the coaching staff and veteran 

players remain the same for 
her as they do for any new-
comer to the team. 

“Since she is working to 
become a specialist like I cur-
rently am, I have high hopes 
for her and expect her to work 
hard,” Mikey Spurr, ’20, a fel-
low kicker on the team, said. 

Like Spurr, Hammer is 
holding Simonetta to the 
same expectations as any oth-
er player, regardless of gender. 

“If she goes to work and 
works hard everyday, it 
doesn’t matter.  That’s the key 
thing.  Doesn’t matter if you’re 
female, we want you there and 
working hard. That’s what we 
are about,” Hammer said.

As for Simonetta, she is 
excited to embrace this new 
experience while also setting 
goals for herself.

“I just want to push myself, 
become stronger, and help 
score some points,” Simonetta 
said.

Simonetta fulfills dream of  playing and pushes herself  to become stronger
By ROYSE BACHTEL
Web Manager
bachtelr@allegheny.edu

I got to college and 
I was watching the 
games and I was like, 
I really want to do 
this, because this is 
my chance to do this.

“

“

Samantha Simonetta
Class of 2021

Youth Sports Mentoring Program to launch 
New program pairs Allegheny Gators with Meadville athletes in project inspired by sophomore

By JOSH COHEN
Sports Editor
cohenj@allegheny.edu

MARLEY PARISH
Editor-in-Chief
parishm@allegheny.edu

This spring, the Youth 
Sports Mentoring Program 
will begin its first semester of 
operation. The brainchild of 
Adele Gilman, ’19, Allegheny 
Athletic Director Portia Hoeg 
and Meadville Area High 
School Athletic Director Jon 
Frye will pair Allegheny and 
Meadville Area School Dis-
trict athletes in the same sport 
for mentoring on and off the 
playing field. 

Gilman came up with the 
concept during her summer 
as a Davies Service Leader and 
decided to create the program 
this past fall as a part of the 
Allegheny Volunteer Service 
Leader Program. During the 
summer, she listened to mul-
tiple interviews from the My 
Meadville program, a com-
munity effort to interview 
residents about their experi-

ences living in Meadville this 
past summer and fall. There, 
she found many communi-
ty members felt “the sports 
culture describes the spirit of 
Meadville.” 

From this, Gilman set out 
to find a way to bridge the gap 
between the Allegheny and 
Meadville communities and 
decided to do it using one of 
her passions: sports. 

The program will pair ath-
letes from Meadville and Al-
legheny together for weekly 
mentoring sessions, as well 
as large-scale group events. 
The first group event will take 
place on Saturday, Jan. 27, 
where the mentors and men-
tees`, as well as other commu-
nity members, will take part 
in a Service Saturday project 
in town.

The program is also hop-
ing to encourage Allegheny 
athletes to see Meadville in a 
new light.

“I hope it would give them 
a new idea of what Meadville 
is and help them see that they 

are a part of this Meadville 
community,” Gilman said. 

Allegheny football play-
er Marcus Davenport, ’19, 
said he has always wanted to 
work with youth back home 
in New Kensington but want-
ed to gain some experience 
in Meadville while in school. 
The Office of Civic Engage-
ment connected Davenport 
with the new program.

“I just like helping kids who 
came from the same problems 
that I did,” Davenport said, 
explaining his motivation be-

hind mentoring a youth. 
Organizers and partici-

pants hope that the program 
will help reshape how some 
community members see the 
college’s position in the Mead-
ville community.

“I think it would help 
Meadville realize that Al-
legheny isn’t necessarily this 
school on top of a hill, but 
we’re more of a neighboring 
community who’s willing to 
help,” Davenport said.

The program may be new, 
but it is already catching the eyes 

of Allegheny athletes, even ones 
who are set to graduate this May.

“I would’ve taken part in 
it [if the program was around 
prior]. … It would foster com-
munity between Allegheny and 
Meadville. Also, it would’ve 
been good for athletes and all 
of these kids who play sports in 
Meadville” football player Jack 
Horan, ’18, said.

Although the program 
has not officially begun, the 
organizers of the program 
are excited about the poten-
tial impact it could have on 

Meadville athletes.
“I hope it would inspire 

the youth to pursue collegiate 
sports or just see how fun 
sports can be,” Gilman said.

While the program begins 
this spring, the program is 
already looking to the future 
and hoping to expand.

“I hope the program grows 
and continues over time, as 
well as it potentially becom-
ing mandatory for [Alleghe-
ny] athletes to take a mentee,” 
Davenport said. 

GATORS    OF   THE   WEEK

On her meet at Youngstown: “There were all different 
divisions there. Running against a lot of runners from 
Pitt, Ohio University and Youngstown, so it’s interesting 
to compete against non-D-III athletes, a little bit higher 
caliber,”

On her NCAC Athlete of the Week honor: “It solidifies 
how well I’ve been doing and reaffirms where I’m at in my 
season. ... that things are paying off. ... it’s really cool for 
me. ... a cool honor to have,”

Looking forward to: “Higher caliber meets coming up”

STATS OF THE WEEK:
• NCAC WT&F Athlete of the Week. 
• Set personal record in 3,000m race with the 

sixth best time in Allegheny women’s T&F 
history.

I’m hoping it would 
give them a new idea 
of what Meadville is 
and help them see 
that they are a part 
of this Meadville 
community.

“
“

Adele Gilman
Class of 2020

Contributed by SAMANTHA SIMONETTE
Samantha Simonetta, ’21, poses in an Allegheny College 
football sweatshirt. 

Best part of playing: “All of the new friends 
I’ve made by playing.”

Highlight of the season: “Beating Edinboro 
twice. That was fun!”

Looking forward to: “Winning the cham-
pionship. We made the playoffs for the first 
time in 14 years, so we’re gonna try to win it 
all.”

STATS OF THE WEEK:
• 4 goals and 7 assists in 13-4 win 

over Pitt-Bradford.
• Helped the team clinch a playoff 

birth for the first time in 14 years.

Cam Fisher, ’21

Ice Hockey

Emily Forner, ’19

Track and Field

Adele Gilman, ’20 Jack Horan, ’18Marcus Davenport, ’19


	012618_pg1_News
	012618_pg2_News
	012618_pg3_News
	012618_pg4_Opinion
	012618_pg5_International
	012618_pg6_features
	012618_pg7_features
	012618_pg8_sports

