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Top: “Human is Animal: Before Cognitive Thought” by Sophie Thompson, ‘21, sits in the Annual Student Art Show in the 
Bowman~Penelec~Megahan Art Galleries on Wednesday, April 4, 2018. Above: “Blue Head” by Nadine Pratt, ‘19, is displayed in the 
Annual Student Art Show on Wednesday, April 4, 2018.

Allegheny Student Government 
passed the constitutions of three 
student organizations and received 
news of the removal of the Inter-
national Studies Major and French 
Studies Minor during its meeting on 
Tuesday, April 2.

Chief of Staff Camila Gomez, 
’19, said she met with the College 
Committees Council to discuss 
changes to the International Studies 
and French curriculum. Professor 
of History Barry Shapiro took the 
retirement incentive offered by the 
college, according to Gomez.

“The concern with that is the 
French Studies Minor had several 
classes taught by him, so the French 
studies minor and international 
studies major have taken a hit from 
that,” Gomez said.

Since there is no replacement at 

this time, the international studies 
major and French studies minor will 
no longer be offered, according to 
Gomez.

“As far as what we discussed, 
there weren’t any replacements,” Go-
mez said. “None of the student rep-
resentatives at least would have that 
in sight about whether there’s a hiring 
process taking place, so we’re not sure. 
We know there are some hiring initia-
tives being done for other things, like 
the counseling center. It’s definitely 
carrying out the hiring process and 
Dean of Student search. There’s a lot of 
staff being sought out.”

Gomez said she was sure the 
chair of the international studies 
department was made aware of the 
downsizing and will make adjust-
ments accordingly.

The College Committees Coun-
cil also discussed the possibility 
of changing the amount of credits 
each experiential learning course is 
worth, according to Gomez.

“There’s debate about whether 
they’re going to make a standardized 
system because as of right now, they’re 
just going to assign two credits or four 
credits based on the length and faculty,” 
Gomez said. “They’re just going to try 
to create a fully standardized system.”

The concern about changing the 
amount of credits each course is 
worth will be a potential rise in cost, 
Gomez said.

Along with the announcement of 
the removal of a major and minor, three 
constitutions were reviewed by ASG. 
Emma Highland, ’18, visited ASG as a 
representative for the Jazz and Dance 
Ensemble. She said she hoped to revise 
the chair position and change the sec-
retary position to outreach chair. Once 
the proposed revision to the JaDE con-
stitution passed, representatives from 
Phi Sigma Iota, Allegheny’s foreign 
language honor society, discussed the 
changes they hoped to implement.

See ASG   page 3

New Dean for 
Institutional 
Diversity hired

By STEVEN HEINE
News Editor
heines@allegheny.edu
 

Allegheny College announced 
Kristin Dukes as the new dean for 
institutional diversity. Dukes will of-
ficially begin working for Allegheny 
on July 1. Dukes has previously held 
positions at Simmons College and 
Tufts University in Boston.

Kelly Boulton, sustainability co-
ordinator of Allegheny, said the po-
sition of dean for institutional diver-
sity evolved from the chief diversity 
officer position previously held by 
Ande Diaz.

“Whenever you are replacing a 
position, that’s kind of your oppor-
tunity to say, ‘is there any way we 
want to rethink how this position 
works?’” Boulton said. “And so there 
was some repositioning of that, to 
make the job description be a little 
bit different, but essentially it was re-
placing.”

Ron Cole, provost and dean of 
the college, said the college started 
pursuing the idea of hiring a dean 
for institutional diversity during the 
spring of 2017. During the fall, the 
college formed a search committee 
and opened an application process. 
The search committee further nar-
rowed the list of applicants after a 
round of video conferences, after 
which, the college was left with four 
applicants.

“One of those four pulled them-
selves from the search because they 
had accepted a job elsewhere,” Cole 
said. “And then we were left with 
three candidates that came to cam-
pus.”

Boulton said the search com-
mittee first developed criteria they 
would look for in the applicants. 
Then, she worked with Cole to nar-
row down the first stage of applica-
tions.

“First, we reviewed the job de-
scription, and then worked as a com-
mittee to develop a plan for how we 
were going to sort through different 
applications, and what were the cri-
teria we were looking for, so we were 
all on the same page in terms of how 
we were looking at the applications, 
how we were judging them, what we 
were ideally looking to bring to cam-
pus,” Boulton said.

See DEAN   page 3
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Allegheny Student Government reviews organization 
constitutions, receives updates from administration

LAUREN TRIMBER/THE CAMPUS
Allegheny Student Government reviewed three organization’s 
constitutions and received updates from the College Committees 
Council during its meeting on Tuesday, April 4, 2018.

By LAUREN TRIMBER
News Editor
trimberl@allegheny.edu

Annual student art show gives students chance to showcase talent
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Gomez, Greene winners of ASG election

After a three week cam-
paign, the Allegheny Student 
Government primary ended 
with presidential candidate 
Camila Gomez, ’19, and vice 
presidential candidate Gil-
lian Greene, ’20, winning the 
election. Almost immediately 
after the election, Gomez and 
Greene started their roles as 
the new leaders of ASG, as 
they began interviewing can-
didates for the ASG cabinet. 

With current ASG Presi-
dent Mark MacStudy, ’18, and 
Vice President Valerie Hurst, 
’18, preparing to step down 
from their jobs, all four ASG 
representatives shared their 
thoughts on the coming year 
and leadership change.

The platform Gomez and 
Greene campaigned on list-
ed student wellness as its 
top priority. Stepping into 
the new leadership position, 
Gomez said she and Greene 
have been focusing on ways 
to help students’ health on 
campus. One way they hope 
to improve student wellness 
includes bringing more em-
ployees to the Counseling and 
Personal Development Cen-
ter, according to Gomez.

“As always, throughout our 
whole campaign, our corner-
stone was student wellness,” 
Gomez said. “We’re definitely 
carrying that torch into our 
term. We always talked about 
working with the diversity 
and inclusion based offices, 
working with [Gillian Ford] 
and the Title IX office, those 
are all things that are very 
high up on our list.”

Greene added that creat-
ing a positive relationship be-
tween the Allegheny admin-
istration and student body is 
one of their top priorities. She 
said she believes the health of 
students can benefit from bet-
ter communication with the 
administration.

“The biggest thing is we 
really emphasize connecting 
the administration with the 
students and making sure 
the concerns of the students 
are being addressed,” Greene 
said. “It’s really just bridging 
that gap that seems to be be-
tween the student body and 
administration.”

While Gomez and Greene 
plan to try to improve com-
munication between the ad-
ministration and students, 
Hurst said one of the biggest 
surprises in her position as vice 
president was the communica-
tion with administrators.

“One of the larger chal-
lenges was the wall of infor-
mation you face when you 
start meeting with adminis-
trators,” Hurst said. “It’s learn-
ing at a very high pace what’s 
going on behind the scenes. 
It’s a combination of federal 
guidelines, institutional poli-
cies and personalities within 
the administration.”

Hurst said communicat-
ing with the administration 
and learning to take charge 
of ASG, an organization that 
interacts with several differ-
ent parts of campus life, made 
her position more of a time 
commitment than she had 
originally anticipated. Mac-
Study agreed, adding this may 
be a challenge to Gomez and 

Greene coming into a new 
year.

“They both don’t neces-
sarily know the workload of 
president and vice president,” 
MacStudy said. “That will al-
ways be the biggest challenge 
coming into it. But they’re 
working as closely as they 
possibly could together in 
their respective roles for this 
year. It’s almost like a close 
friendship I can see that’s al-
ready formed.”

Gomez said she is aware of 
the time commitment facing 
her and she has prepared for 
it. While she said she finds it 
disappointing that some of 
her projects may not be im-
plemented on campus until 
after she graduates, she is 
ready to prioritize ASG.

“In terms of the amount of 
time and effort that’s going to 
be put in throughout the year, 
I feel like we’re both definitely 
ready,” Gomez said. “ASG has 
always been my first priority 
since I joined as a freshman. 
A lot of things I’m bringing 
to the table may not appear 
on campus in the time that 
I’m here. That’s kind of hard 
to accept because you want to 
see the positive change you’re 
making.”

Greene said she has already 
seen a glimpse of the time 

commitment her position will 
require while she and Gomez 
chose their cabinet, and she 
has adjusted to the change.

“We had an overwhelming 
amount of really great appli-
cants [for cabinet]. We had 
more than we were expecting 
to have,” Greene said. “It was a 
problem picking the best peo-
ple for the job only because 
there were so many great peo-
ple who were applying.”

Gomez added they spent 
several late nights in the ASG 
office going over interviews 
and applications.

When handling an unex-
pected amount of work, such 
as receiving the dozens of 
applications, Greene is level-
headed enough to handle the 
job, according to Hurst.

“[Levelheadedness] is a 
really good quality to see 
because you’re basically the 
person who is stopping dis-
cussion from getting out of 
control in a meeting, which 
can happen because discus-
sions get heated,” Hurst said. 
“It’s good to have someone up 
there when there needs to be a 
certain amount of waiting for 
the right moment of interject-
ing.”

While Greene must learn 
how to interact with other 
ASG members or constituents 

during meetings, Gomez said 
one of the biggest obstacles 
she foresees is she is stepping 
into the role of ASG presi-
dent when the college itself is 
changing.

“Not only are we trying to 
implement positive changes, 
but the college itself has had 
some growing pains this year 
and in this coming year,” Go-
mez said. “The positive thing 
about that is because we’re in 
a turning point, everybody 
is getting really creative and 
thinking really creatively 
about solving the issues that 
arise on campus.”

Despite Gomez’s concern, 
MacStudy said he felt confi-
dent in her ability to handle 
difficult tasks.

“She’s very well-spoken,” 
MacStudy said. “She’s better 
with her words than I ever 
wished to be. Hopefully she 
can use that to her advantage 
and tackle difficult issues in 
a different way than I would 
have.”

Although Gomez and 
Greene are aware of the chal-
lenges that face them in the 
coming year, they are excited 
to be in the positions.

“We’re just super thrilled,” 
Gomez said. “We have so 
much to look forward to.”

By LAUREN TRIMBER
News Editor
trimberl@allegheny.edu

Winners discuss plans for upcoming terms as new president, vice president

We’re just super 
thrilled. We both 
have so much to look 
forward to.

“

“

Camila Gomez
Class of 2019

Allegheny holds open community meeting to 
discuss potential addition to campus Greek life 

Multiple members of the 
Allegheny College com-
munity and representatives 
from Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, 
Inc. held an open meeting 
Wednesday, April 4, to discuss 
possible expansion of the so-
rority at Allegheny.

Jamilia Gates, vice pres-
ident of the sorority’s Erie-
based Rho Sigma Zeta grad-
uate chapter, introduced 
the sorority. She said it was 
founded in 1920 at Howard 
University and was the first 
organization to have a chapter 
in Africa. 

“We’re a very inclusive or-
ganization,” Gates said. “We 
accept all creeds, all nation-
alities. You’ve just got to be 
a woman, that’s the require-
ment.”

Gates said graduate chap-
ters such as Rho Sigma Zeta 
filled a supervisory role and 
were not affiliated with a spe-
cific university.

“Graduate chapter doesn’t 
mean you have to be in grad 
school, it means you’ve al-
ready graduated,” Gates said.

Meko Gray, president of 
Rho Sigma Zeta, explained 
undergraduate chapters had 
to periodically report to grad-
uate chapters, such as Rho 
Sigma Zeta.

“Every undergraduate 
chapter, they have to report 
to the graduate chapter year-
ly and make sure that they’re 
implementing programs ac-
cording to how they should 
be done on campus, make 
sure you’re following protocol 
as necessary,” Gray said. 

Gray said Zeta Phi Beta, 
in accordance with Allegheny 
policy, required students to 

complete twelve credits and 
maintain a 2.5 GPA in order 
to hold membership.

“We are looking for wom-
en who are already active in 
organizations, so program-
ming, service-oriented, classy 
women that have some type of 
quality to them. That’s some-
thing that we would be look-
ing for,” Gray said.

Gray discussed Zeta Phi 
Beta’s Zetas Helping Other 
People Excel national mento-
ring program. While chapters 
can do some of their own pro-
gramming, Gray said ZHOPE 
is a national initiative which 
provides outreach programs 
targeted to five populations: 
international women, the el-
derly, women, youth and men. 
Each campus would have pro-
gramming focused on differ-
ent topics for each campus, 
according to Gray. For a cam-
pus such as Allegheny, these 

programs might range from 
topics such as breast cancer 
awareness to job interview 
tips, Gray said. 

“What we would do is we 
would find programming that 
fits the needs of the campus,” 
Gray said. “So there are pro-
grams that fit specifically for 
campuses.”

Gray said each chapter’s 
programming was approved 
beforehand by its respective 
graduate chapter.

“We need to know what 
you guys would be doing on 
campus,” Gray said. “You can’t 
just do something on your 
own. It has to be approved. 
You’re required, as a graduate 
chapter that would oversee 
the undergraduate chapter, 
somebody has to be present.”

Gray stressed the impor-
tance of a potential Allegheny 
Zeta Phi Beta chapter collab-
orating on events and service 
initiatives with other organi-
zations on campus.

“We would look for that 
collaboration,” Gray said. 
“We’re not coming to be sepa-
rate from everything else.”

Tanisha Morgan, treasurer 
of Rho Sigma Zeta, said the 
initial pledge class of a po-
tential Zeta Phi Beta chapter 
would require at least five 
members. After the first year, 

however, there is no set num-
ber.

“Sometimes it’s three; 
sometimes it’s one. It could be 
fifteen, it could be ten. There 
is no set number after the 
chapter’s initially chartered,” 
Morgan said.

Gray said the discussion 
about Zeta Phi Beta starting 
a chapter at Allegheny was 
initiated when the organiza-
tion was asked to consider ex-
panding to the college.

“When we get reached out 
to in Zeta, you answer the call 
of Zeta,” Gray said. “That’s 
part of our national hymn.”

Gretchen Beck, associate 
dean of Student Leadership 
and Involvement, said in or-
der for a fraternity or sorority 
to start a chapter at Allegh-
eny, there had to be mutual 
interest from not only the or-
ganization, but also from stu-
dents on campus. Once there 
is mutual interest, the parties 
involved hold discussions 
and give students a chance to 
voice their opinions.

“And those conversations, 
as you can hear, they’ve been 
happening for a while, and 
each of the organizations 
that have come back recent-
ly, those conversations have 
taken place,” Beck said. “And 
once we realize those things 
are in place, then we start the 
process.” 

Ultimately, Beck said the 
organization needs the ap-
proval of the Allegheny Board 
of Trustees in order to come 
to campus. Beck said Zeta Phi 
Beta plans to submit a request 
for approval during the up-
coming meeting in May.

Beck said she has not ex-
perienced a case in which an 
organization was specifically 
denied an expansion bid.

“Usually what happens is 
an organization asks to be put 
on the agenda, and they’re 
told ‘not now,’” Beck said. 

“But this organization is on 
the agenda for the meeting. 
So we’ve got to that point.”

Beck said the expansion 
policy required any Greek or-
ganization on campus to be 
nationally affiliated.

“You can’t just wander into 
the office one day and talk to 
Brittany and I and say ‘we’re 
going to start our own sorori-
ty,’” Beck said.

Isis Offutt, ’19, said she 
attended the talk because she 
was interested in learning 
more about Zeta Phi Beta. 
Offut said she first became 
interested in the organization 
when exploring their website 
and reading about their com-
mitment to character and ser-
vice.

“I’ve already looked online 
a few times, and it was really 
cool, so it’s always interest-
ing to see other organizations 
come on campus and the pos-
sibility of that,” Offutt said.

Gates said Zeta Phi Beta 
values members who can 
demonstrate their unique 
ability to enhance the organi-
zation.

“They’ve been around for 
98 years,” Gates said. “So what 
can you bring to Zeta to make 
us better, you know what I 
mean? To grow this organiza-
tion and grow the love that we 
have in it.”

Gates stressed the lifelong 
impact membership in orga-
nizations affiliated with the 
National Panhellenic Coun-
cil, such as Zeta Phi Beta, can 
have on a person.

“When you go to a new 
job, and you see someone with 
letters that are NPHC, that 
makes your whole day,” Gates 
said. “It could be nobody in 
there. But seeing that one per-
son, automatically, you have 
a mutual understanding of 
what you may have done, or 
how you got to this point or 
whatever in the organization.”

By STEVEN HEINE
News Editor
heines@allegheny.edu
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Interested Allegheny community members sit in an open meeting to discuss the possi-
ble expansion of Greek life on campus in the Henderson Campus Center on Wednes-
day, April 4, 2018.

We’re a very inclusive 
organization.

“

“

Jamila Gates
Zeta Phi Beta Vice President
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CRIME BLOTTER
 

Editor’s Note: The weekly Crime Blotter is compiled using the Daily 
Crime Log available on the Office of Public Safety’s website. Crimes 
reported may still be under investigation. Crimes listed below are 

collected the Thursday before publication.

March 25, 2018
North Village II
Marijuana Odor.

March 28, 2018
Ravine Hall

Theft. 

ADVERTISEMENT

March 28, 2018
Hulings Hall

Marijuana Odor.

March 31, 2018
Hulings Hall

Marijuana Odor.

Dean from page 1

Phi Sigma Iota President 
Joshua Patton, ’18, said he 
is petitioning to become a 
student organization so the 
honor society can ask for a 
budget.

“We do collect dues 
through nationals, but only 
for a banquet to induct 
our members,” Patton said. 
“We’d like to have money for 
T-shirts and cool events, and 
we cannot do that without be-
ing a student organization.”

Patton also listed the spe-
cific events Phi Sigma Iota 
would hold using the money 
they would gain from official-
ly becoming a student organi-
zation.

“This semester, through 
the gracious donation of the 
Modern Languages depart-
ment, we have held a foreign 
language mixer for all the 
people on campus who speak 
foreign languages,” Patton 
said. “We got together and 
drank coffee and hung out. 
In terms of future events, we 
would bring in guest speakers 
to talk about what kind of ca-
reers foreign language majors 
can have.”

Patton said Phi Sigma Iota 
has previously brought trans-
lators to campus, which was a 

success, and hopes to contin-
ue to bring more translators 
to Allegheny again in the fu-
ture.

Following the approval 
of Phi Sigma Iota’s petition 
to become a student organi-
zation, the constitution for 
the national communication 
association’s honor society 
Lambda Pi Eta was reviewed. 
Since no representatives from 
Lambda Pi Eta attended the 
ASG meeting, Attorney Gen-
eral Alex Venezia, ’19, ex-
plained Lambda Pi Eta was 
also petitioning to become an 
official student organization.

Similar to the Greek hon-
or societies that are petition-
ing, Associate Dean Gretchen 
Beck said the Zeta Phi Beta 
sorority wishes to come to Al-
legheny’s campus.

“To expand a fraternity 
or sorority here, it must be a 
national organization,” Beck 
said. “They must go through 
meetings. After the set of 
meetings on Wednesday, pa-
perwork will be finalized and 
will go to the Board of Trust-
ees in May for final approval.”

Director of Diversity and 
Inclusion Trevor Mahan, ’21, 
talked about another change 
that will affect Allegheny. The 

Office of Diversity and Inclu-
sion, currently located on the 
third floor of the Henderson 
Campus Center, will be tem-
porarily moved in Brooks 
Hall Burgundy Lounge, ac-
cording to Mahan.   

“The Diversity Office will 
be temporarily moving for a 
year into Brooks Hall because 
the Dean of Students office 
is there, and renovations will 
happen,” Mahan said. “There 
are talks of where to put that 
Diversity Office once those 
renovations are done. Not 
sure where that will be yet, so 
to be announced.”

After the discussion and 
announcements surrounding 
changes at Allegheny, Direc-
tor of Sustainability and En-
vironmental Affairs Akeem 
Adesiji, ’20, said he met with 
Students for Environmental 
Action and plans to hold an 
event with the group.

“We’re going to put on a 
Your Government and the 
Environment event,” Adesiji 
said. “We’re looking to [focus] 
on all the environmental reg-
ulation that’s been rolled back 
and all the impact the Trump 
administration has had on 
environments since taking 
office.”

ASG from page 1

Boulton said after she and 
Cole selected a smaller appli-
cant pool, they worked with 
the committee to determine 
which ones would receive 
video interviews and ulti-
mately, which candidates the 
committee would invite to 
campus.

“We took those back to 
the rest of the committee 
and said, ‘are you comfort-
able with these options?’ and 
we all went through and re-
viewed those applicants and 
then talked about them to-
gether,” Boulton said.

Cole said the on-campus 
component of the search pro-
cess provided opportunities 
for members of the campus 
community to meet the three 
finalists in different settings 
and provide feedback.

“We had open meetings at 
different times during each 
visit, at least two separate 
meetings where anybody 
from the campus community 
could come and meet each 
of the candidates,” Cole said. 
“Each candidate gave a public 
presentation that was video 
recorded, and then a link to 
that video recording, as well 
as the candidate’s rèsumè, was 
provided to the campus com-
munity. And so anybody who 
was interested could have at-
tended or watched the video 
presentation or reviewed the 
applicant’s curriculum vitae, 
or rèsumè. And then there 
was a link to an online form 
for providing feedback, for 
providing open comments 
and a relative ranking of the 
candidates.”

Boulton said one reason 

the college brought the final-
ists to campus was so the ap-
plicants could get a feel for the 
community.

“If you take a job at Allegh-
eny, you’re basically joining 
the Meadville community,” 
Boulton said. “If you have 
kids, you need to know about 
the schools, you need to know 
about where you’ll go for din-
ner, or what kind of activities 
happen, and things like that.” 

Cole said the search com-
mittee liked the experience 
Dukes had, including her ser-
vice on advisory committees 
while she was at Simmons.

“There were a number of 
qualities that stood out to the 
search committee, and to the 
campus community, for her,” 
Cole said. “Those qualities in-
clude her passion for work and 
diversity, equity and inclusion, 
her experience at Simmons 
College and at Tufts University 
doing work in diversity, equity 
and inclusion.”

Cole said another aspect the 

search committee liked about 
Dukes was the nature of her ac-
ademic work.

“Her scholarship is centered 
around diversity and social jus-
tice, which will lend important 
background to the work she 
will do here on campus,” Cole 
said.

Veronica Dantan, assistant 
professor of Spanish at Allegh-
eny, served on the search com-
mittee as a representative from 
the Council of Diversity and 
Equity.

“CODE was involved in the 
drafting [of the job descrip-
tion],” Dantan said. “When the 
applications started arriving, 
the search commitee formed 
a subcommittee to go through 
them, and then we all voted on 
candidates to have conference 
interviews.”

Dantan felt Dukes was a 
good hire because of her expe-
rience and academic qualifica-
tions.

“She seemed also very en-
thusiastic about working in 
a community like Allegheny 
College, and living in a com-
munity like Meadville,” Dantan 
said.

Boulton said Dukes made a 
good candidate because of her 
perspective that all individuals 
had diversity and were thus rel-
evant in conversations on the 
topic. Also, Boulton felt Dukes 
was able to think quickly and 
understand a situation well.

“She was very dynamic and 
very creative and very person-
able, and I think that is a great 
kind of person to bring to cam-
pus,” Boulton said. 

Dukes could not be 
reached for comment.

If you take a job at 
Allegheny, you’re 
basically joining the 
Meadville community.

“

“

Kelly Boulton
Sustainability 
Coordinator
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The Meadville-Western 
Crawford County Chamber of 
Commerce, in collaboration 
with the Allegheny Gateway, 
held their seventh annual Job 
and Internship Fair on March 
1, where more than two doz-
en regional employers came 
out to engage with Allegheny 
students. 

As the Executive Director 
of the French Creek Valley 
Conservancy and an Allegh-
eny alum, I attended not be-
cause I had job vacancies to 
fill, but because I enjoy in-
teracting with students. Un-
fortunately, over the course 
of two hours I only spoke to 
two students, one of whom is 
our current intern. Overall, 
the event was not well attend-
ed. 

Students, you missed a 
great opportunity. Maybe you 
did not attend because you 
are not interested in working 
in the Meadville area. Maybe 
you did not attend because 
you are not a senior and are 

not thinking about job pros-
pects yet. Maybe you did not 
attend because you went to 
get pork carnitas at the Can-
tina, and in that case, I cannot 
blame you. 

But here is who should 
have attended — everyone; 
Seniors; freshman; Pennsyl-
vanians; Californians; recent 
graduates; everyone.

The professionals who go 
to these types of events are 
not there because they expect 
to have someone approach 
their table in a suit with a 
stellar resume in hand, who 
turns out to be the perfect 
candidate for a job opening. 

I cannot speak for every-
one there, but I do not attend 
these events to get something 
from students, I attend them 
to give something to students. 

I do not care if you are not 
interested in land conserva-
tion. I can talk to you about 
my work, non-profit man-
agement, my geology degree, 
when and why I went to grad-
uate school or how working at 
a bagel shop taught me some 
excellent managerial skills. 

At the very least, I am there 
to help you practice talking to 
adults about careers in a re-
laxed setting, instead of across 
a conference table when you 
go somewhere for an inter-
view.

On winter break of my 
sophomore year at Allegheny, 
I attended a huge science and 
technical career fair where 
hundreds of companies were 
represented. I got to the con-
vention center and stood in 
the lobby for ten minutes 
thinking, “why am I here?”

 I finally mustered up the 
courage to go upstairs and 
start talking to people. I was 
concerned about wasting 

these professionals’ time, so 
I started at booth one blurt-
ing out “Hi, I’m not looking 
for a job but....” Much to my 
surprise, I spent the next few 
hours talking to people eager 
to give advice and round out 
my understanding of the field 
I was planning to enter. 

Some were more helpful 
than others, but no one told 
me to go away. My experience 
was so valuable I changed 
my major upon returning 
to school, realizing what I 
thought would get me where 
I wanted, would not.

I will keep attending these 
events because I feel my role as 
a mentor is an important way 
to give back to the Allegheny 
community; it is not just for 
the carnitas. I would encour-
age all of you to attend career 
events on campus, not look-
ing for a job, but to connect 
with people who have already 
navigated the course you find 
yourself on now. These events 
provide access to a variety of 
professionals who are there to 
give their time to you, not to 
give you your dream job.

I held a large, white, plastic 
needle filled with antibiotics 
in my hands.

“Gently pinch the tip of the 
teat to help spread the open-
ing,” Chris Hemlock told me. 

I did just that, and then 
slowly, carefully inserted the 
needle into the cow’s infect-
ed nipple. It slid surprisingly 
smoothly up the channel, and 
I began to inject the fluid into 
the udder. The cow fidgeted 
but remained impressively 
calm. Finished, I removed the 
needle and stepped back. 

“Well I have never done 
that before,” I said.

I believe that experiential 
learning is an essential part 
of education. The first half 
of this semester, I spent my 
Mondays working at 86 Acres, 
a grass-based, raw milk dairy 
farm in Saegertown that sells 
directly to consumers. 

The cow I injected had 
mastitis, an inflammatory 
infection of the teats and ud-
der. The infection causes the 
cow to have a painful, swollen 
udder, and the milk becomes 

discolored, chunky and un-
safe to drink. If the infection 
spreads, it can become sys-
temic and cause serious prob-
lems for the cow. 

Eighty-six Acres is not cer-
tified organic, partly because 
the certification is costly in 
both time and money but also 
because we would not have 
been allowed to treat the sick 
cow with the antibiotics it 
needed. 

As an environmental sci-
ence student, I learned that 
giving antibiotics to animals 
is often considered bad and 
that higher levels of antibiot-
ics in our food cause bacteria 
to become resistant to medi-
cations. 

The risk of antibiotic re-
sistance mostly applies to 
large-scale animal production 
operations where the animals 
are consistently and preven-
tatively given antibiotics in 
their feed. 

It is not, however, harmful 
to treat a sick cow — in the 
same way that you or I would 
take antibiotics if we had an 
infection — while withhold-
ing the milk it produces until 
it is healthy and the antibiot-
ics are out of its system. 

This is not meant to be an 
argument for or against or-
ganic certifications or antibi-
otics. Certification and farm-
ing practices are complicated, 
but this does demonstrate 
how one best learns about 
environmental science: not 
only in a classroom, but with 
hands on experience as well.

Thanks to my time in the 
classroom, I have become a 
far better writer, speaker and 
thinker. I have gained a firm 
understanding of the scien-
tific process and a solid foun-
dation of knowledge about a 
wide variety of environmental 
issues. 

Additionally, I have been 
able to gain hands-on skills 
and knowledge through re-
al-world experiences because 
of  off-campus internships 
and independent studies, like 
working at 86 Acres. Both 
learning environments have 
been essential to my educa-
tion.

My Monday tasks at the 
farm began with milking, 
which included setting up 
the equipment, bringing in 
the cows, washing their teats, 
checking for signs of infec-
tion, using a vacuum pump 

to milk each cow, cleaning the 
equipment and washing down 
the milking parlor. 

At first it was overwhelm-
ing trying to remember every 
little step of the process and 
all of the things to look out 
for, but with time and prac-
tice, I fine-tuned my skills 
and settled into a routine. For 
Hemlock, the owner, milking 
time is almost meditative. 

After milking, I helped 
tackle whatever tasks needed 
the most attention. Some-
times I worked with the ani-
mals — collecting eggs, bot-
tle-feeding a calf or filling the 
sheep’s water buckets, among 
other things. 

I helped set up the electric 
fencing used for the rotational 
grazing that will take place in 
warmer months. I frost seed-
ed clover into the pastures, 
which the cows will love to 
eat, and the clover will help 
fix nitrogen into the soil.

I learned a lot about farm-
ing practices — including an-
imal care, dairy production, 
rotational grazing practices 
and pasture management  — 
and I learned a lot of specific 
skills, like how to drive a skid 
loader, pour concrete and 
frost seed.

Perhaps most importantly, 
I had  a glimpse of a farming 

lifestyle. If I become a farm-
er someday, then I will have 
a good sense of what the job 
will entail and if I will enjoy 
it. If I do not become a farm-
er, then I have a better un-
derstanding of the work that 
goes into producing the food 
I consume. 

Both understandings are 
invaluable, and the things I 
have learned to reach those 
understandings would be 
hard to learn in a classroom. 

It is challenging to really 
understand the farming life-
style without experiencing 
the farming lifestyle. It is diffi-
cult to learn how to operate a 
skid loader without getting to 
drive a skid loader. It is hard 
to learn how to milk a cow, or 
give one  a mammary injec-
tion without actually getting 
to see and do those things. 

However, neither class-
room learning nor experien-
tial learning is better than the 
other. They work in tandem 
and build off of each other. 

In an environmental sci-
ence class  I took my freshman 
year, “Soil to Plate,” I com-
pleted a project on mastitis 
— learning about its causes, 
implications and treatments. 
At the time, I wondered about 
the project’s relevance, but a 
few years later, as I held that 

white, plastic needle, I found 
myself applying the classroom 
knowledge. 

As I injected the antibiotics 
and talked it over with Hem-
lock, I got to see another side 
of the issues related to medi-
cating animals, which helped 
me expand my perspective by 
comparing his practices with 
my existing understandings. 

In other classes, I have 
learned about the importance 
of legumes for improving soil 
health, and recently I imple-
mented that knowledge by 
frost seeding clover into the 
pastures of 86 Acres. Profes-
sors have told me that rota-
tional grazing benefits the 
soil, and now I have seen how 
such a system can be applied. 

This experiential learning 
is not separate from my class-
room learning — it is part of 
my liberal arts education. Un-
fortunately, not all institutions 
or academic departments 
have options for hands-on 
learning, and, even if they do, 
not all students appreciate the 
opportunities. 

This gap in education 
may come from liberal arts 
institutions being viewed as 
entirely antagonistic to tech-
nical schools. But they do not 
have to be — and maybe they 
should not be — separate.

REMINDER
Diversity and Equity Campus 

Climate Survey

Watch your inbox for a final reminder email 
from AlleghenyCollege@hedsconsortium.org 
on April 8 authored by President Mullen, in-
viting you to participate in a campus climate 
survey.

 The online questionnaire should take 10 
to 15 minutes to complete, and will ask about 
your experiences and perceptions regarding 
diversity and equity at Allegheny.  The pres-
ident and others at the College want to hear 
from you whether or not you have experi-
enced discrimination or harassment at the 
College.

Questions?  Please contact Marian Sher-
wood, Director of Institutional Research, at 
814-332-2983, 206 Bentley Hall, or msher-
woo@allegheny.edu, or write to Allegheny’s 
Institutional Review Board at irb@allegheny.
edu.

You should not look 
for jobs at job fairs

Learning outside of the classroom
Why the best education comes from first-hand experience

Photo contributed by OWEN LUDWIG
The sun rises behind 86 Acres Farms on March 12, 2018.

By OWEN LUDWIG
Contributing Writer
ludwigo@allegheny.edu

Photo contributed by OWEN LUDWIG
Chris Hemlock, owner of 86 Acres Farm in Saegertown, Pennsylvania, feeds calves on 
March 12, 2018, in pens Owen Ludwig, ‘18, helped construct as part of an internship.

By BRENDA COSTA
Class of  1994
brenda@frenchcreekconservancy.org

I would encourage all 
of you to attend ca-
reer events on cam-
pus, not looking for 
a job, but to connect 
with people...

“ “

Brenda Costa
CLass of 1994
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Expert witness in PA gerrymandering case visits campus
By ELLIS GIACOMELLI
Science/International Editor
giacomellie@allegheny.edu

Wesley Pegden, assistant 
professor of mathematics at 
Carnegie Mellon University 
in Pittsburgh, spoke to ap-
proximately 30 Allegheny fac-
ulty and students on Thurs-
day, March 29, at 4 p.m. in 
Quigley Hall Auditorium.

Pegden’s presentation, 
“Using Mathematics to Detect 
Gerrymandering,” offered 
insight into his research on 
partisan gerrymandering — 
a way to manipulate district 
maps to favor a political party 
— and Markov chains, which 
are models used in many sci-
entific fields to generate ran-
dom samples and compare 
random events to an initial 
event. 

Pegden testified before 
the Commonwealth Court of 
Pennsylvania in December as 
an expert witness based on his 
research and a January 2017 
paper about Markov chains 
published in the Proceedings 
of the National Academy of 
Sciences. Pegden co-authored 
that paper with Maria Chiki-
na of the University of Pitts-
burgh and Alan Frieze of Car-
negie Mellon University. 

“I like to explain math to 
people, so [testifying] was an 
opportunity to do that for a 
while,” Pegden said. 

The Allegheny College 
Department of Mathematics 
hosted Pegden as part of its 
biannual speaker series be-
cause of the timeliness of the 
Pennsylvania gerrymander-
ing issue, according to Pro-
fessor of Mathematics and co-
ordinator of the series Caryn 
Werner.   

“What I hope faculty and 
the students here would learn 
is how math can appear in 
many areas, how it’s studied 
and how it’s applied,” Werner 
said.

Werner said the depart-
ment contacted Pegden 
during the fall semester, and 
his visit followed legal pro-
ceedings that began in 2017.

A June 2017 lawsuit filed 
by the Pennsylvania League 
of Women Voters against the 
Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania launched a movement 
headed by state Democrats to 
evaluate the state’s congressio-
nal map, which was approved 
in 2011. 

State congressional maps 
are typically redrawn every 10 
years based on information 

gathered by the United States 
Census Bureau. For Pennsyl-
vania, the redistricting passed 
in 2011 has allowed Republi-
cans to maintain a 13–5 ad-
vantage among the state’s 18 
delegates. 

Voters and legislators for-
mally questioned that advan-
tage in 2017 and 2018 in state 
and federal courts, culminat-
ing in a Jan. 22, 2018 ruling 
by the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court that the 2011 map was 
unconstitutional.

The ruling required the 
state legislature and Gov. Tom 
Wolf to agree on and present a 
new map to the court by Feb. 
15, and several groups filed 
map proposals.

The court did not accept 
those proposals and instead 
recruited Nathaniel Persily, a 
Stanford University professor 
of law who has experience 
redistricting congressional 
maps, to draw a new map 
which will be used starting 
with this year’s midterm elec-
tions, Pegden said.

The new map passes the 
Markov chain test Pegden 
and his colleagues have used 
to detect gerrymandering in 
state districtings. 

Pegden explained the test 
during his March 29 presen-
tation using an analogy in-
volving a group of villages on 
an island.

A person, Pegden said, 
wants to arrive at a random 
village among a group of sev-
eral villages. The person starts 
at one village, does not have a 
map of the villages and does 
not know how many villages 
are in the area. 

As the person walks along 
roads that connect the villag-
es, Pegden continued, even-
tually they will arrive at a 
random village, meaning the 
likelihood of arriving at that 
particular final village is equal 
to the likelihood of arriving at 
any other village.

For gerrymandering, Peg-
den said this means each 
village represents one possi-
ble districting map for a giv-
en state, and walking along 
the village roads represents 
changing one small thing 
about a districting map, thus 
arriving at a new map. 

Like the number of villag-
es, Pegden said the number of 
possible maps is unknown — 
“a gazillion,” he remarked.

“A gazillion is essentially 
a made up number, we have 
no idea how many there are,” 
Pegden said. “It’s definitely 
way more than the number 
of elementary particles in the 
universe, though.”

Arriving at a random vil-
lage or map requires some 
time — the mixing time of a 
Markov chain. Mixing times 
are unknown for Markov 
chains for districting maps, 
but Pegden’s testing does not 
require knowing the mixing 
time because the test runs 
independently from mixing 
time.

“We get less information 
but in a very rigorous way,” 

Pegden said. 
Starting with the 2011 

Pennsylvania district map, 
Pegden and his colleagues ran 
a Markov chain to generate 
districting maps for Pennsyl-
vania.

“For every single map in 
our test, we check its partisan-
ship level with some standard 
metric, and then we look at 
how many of the districtings 
we encounter are as partisan 
as the one we started with,” 
Pegden said. “Our theorem 
gives a formula that translates 
our observations into statisti-
cal significance.”

Pegden and his colleagues 
found that taking even one 
step away from the 2011 map 
by making one small change 
makes the new map less par-
tisan and considered the 
2011 map an extreme outlier 
among possible maps.

“The lawyers on the oth-
er side in cross examination 
tried to make a big point of 
the fact that I’m not a political 
scientist,” Pegden said. “But 
the point is it doesn’t matter 
because the theorem tells you 
that no matter how your state 
is arranged, it’s not possible 
to have a state where a typical 
districting of the state would 
have partisan bias that evap-
orates in this consistent way 
that we’ve seen in our test.”

Pegden said the 2011 map 
is highly unlikely to be repre-
sentative of a typical, or ran-
dom, districting, a conclusion 
reflected in the Jan. 22 ruling.  

Instructor of Mathematics 
and Biology Chris Lundberg 
expressed interest in under-
standing the likelihood of 
people starting to “outsmart” 
this test.

Lundberg said he hopes 
states can move beyond leg-
islatures drawing maps and 
toward nonpartisan groups 
becoming leaders in redis-
tricting processes. 

“From a political perspec-

tive, I’ve been very interested 
in the gerrymandering prob-
lem, and I’ve been following 
the case very carefully,” Lund-
berg said.

During the question pe-
riod following Pegden’s pre-
sentation, Lundberg asked 
how the test could be used to 
prevent people from trying to 
figure out “the worst map you 
could draw that still passes 
the test.”

Pegden responded by ex-
plaining more computing 
power would strengthen the 
test and increase its capacity 
to detect more cases of ger-
rymandering, especially ones 
that are less dramatic.

Some cases are more ob-
vious than others and can be 
supported by other types of 
evidence as well, according to 
Pegden.  

Other expert witnesses 
who testified in December 
presented evidence of gerry-
mandering based on compar-
ing efficiency gaps and shapes 
of the 2011 districting to his-
torical districtings.

Efficiency gaps are best 
understood by looking at how 
many votes are wasted by the 
winning party in winning dis-
tricts, votes that could other-
wise contribute to elections in 
other districts.

Shape-based evidence is 
perhaps most visible in the 

boundaries for Pennsylvania’s 
7th Congressional District in 
the southeastern corner of the 
state. The former shape of the 
district is commonly referred 
to as “Goofy kicking Donald 
Duck.” 

“Generally, this area of the 
state is not a particularly re-
publican-leaning area,” Peg-
den said. “So when you look 
at this district, what looks like 
has happened is a few differ-
ent areas that are just sort of 
barely republican-leaning 
have been patched together to 
create the district.”

While this type of evi-
dence can be useful, it can 
be difficult to identify gerry-
mandering using only what 
can be observed from shapes 
and election results, Pegden 
argued, and being able to “rig-
orously quantify” gerryman-
dering is a more recent devel-
opment in gerrymandering 
research.

The Markov chain test Peg-
den used does not describe a 
measure of fairness for maps, 
and Pegden emphasized the 
importance of recognizing 
the test’s limitations.

“Passing the test doesn’t 
mean that it’s fair, it means 
that it passed our test,” Peg-
den said. “I can tell you when 
it’s awful, but I can’t evaluate 
something and tell you that 
it’s good.”

Remedial Plan/Pennsylvania Supreme Court
Left: The shaded area represents the 7th Congressional 
District of Pennsylvania from 2013 until earlier this year. 
The district contained most of Delaware County and 
parts of Chester and Montgomery Counties. The state’s 
congressional districting was ruled unconstitutional 
by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court on Jan. 22, 2018. 
Above: The state Supreme Court ordered a redistricting 
of Pennsylvania, resulting in new boundaries for the 7th 
Congressional District and others. The new 7th District 
contains most of the former 15th District and now rep-
resents Lehigh and Northampton Counties. The court 
released the map on Feb. 19, 2018, and the new bound-
aries will be in effect for the 2018 midterm elections.

United States Department of the Interior/WikimediaCommons

For every single map 
in our test, we check 
its partisanship level 
with some standard 
metric, and then we 
look at how many 
of the districtings 
we encounter are as 
partisan as the one 
we started with.

“

“

Wesley Pegden
Assistant Professor of 
Mathematics

2011 Pennsylvania Congressional Districts Plan

2018 Pennsylvania Congressional Districts Remedial Plan
Maps courtesy of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s Feb. 19, 2018 order to adopt a remedial districting plan

Pennsylvania’s 2011 congressional districting was ruled unconstitutional 
by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court on Jan. 22, 2018. The new map, 
ordered and drawn by the state Supreme Court with the help of Stanford 
University Professor of Law Nathaniel Persily, features more compact 
districts. 

Congressional district boundaries typically follow most county lines, and 
Crawford County, formerly represented by the 3rd District, remains in the 
same district, now the 16th. 

Wesley Pegden, an assistant professor of mathematics at Carnegie Mellon 
University, testified before the Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania 
in December, explaining how he and his colleagues have used Markov 
chains and probability to detect gerrymandering. 

Other expert witnesses included Nolan McCarty, Princeton University 
professor of politics and public affairs, Wendy Tam Cho, University of 
Illinois professor of political science and statistics, and John Kennedy, 
West Chester University professor of political science.

Links to expert reports and other case documents are available at 
alleghenycampus.com.

PA    ruling   facts



April 6, 2018 AlleghenyCampus.com6 The Campus [Features]

A trend of food delivery 
services has been sweeping 
across the country with the in-
vention of meal delivery ser-
vices such as Blue Apron and 
Hello Fresh. Now, this trend is 
even trickling down to college 
campuses, including Alleghe-
ny College. Munch Yum is the 
new food delivery service on 
campus, created by Allegheny 
student Frank Chen, ’18. 

Colleges and Universi-
ties across the country have 
adopted this trend and are 

providing students with the 
opportunity to order food 
and other convenience items 
straight to their dorms.  

For example, University of 
Southern California recently 
launched a food delivery ser-
vice program called Envoy 
Now. Although Envoy Now 
is still considered a pilot pro-
gram, it is already being culti-
vated on nine other university 
campuses across the country 
including Cornell University 
and the University of Michigan.  

These new innovative pro-
grams have made their way to 
Meadville, PA.  

Many Allegheny students 
find themselves making mid-
night off-campus trips to the 
grocery store for snacks after 
Mckinley’s Food Court closes 
its doors. However, Munch 
Yum, a new on campus pro-
gram, is aiming to make these 
late night trips less frequent 
and provide students with 
more easily accessible options 
on campus.  

“[Munch Yum] is really so 
you don’t have to waste your 
time driving off-campus,” 
Frank Chen, ’18, the founder 
of Munch Yum, said.  

Munch Yum is a snack 

and convenience item de-
livery service that has been 
launched on the Allegheny 
College campus to provide 
students with quick and easy 
access to their favorite snacks. 

“You work to make peo-
ple’s lives easier.  It’s a very 
convenience heavy service,” 
Chen said. 

Chen credits his innova-
tive new food convenience 
delivery program to Associate 
Professor of Economics Chris 
Allison who helped Chen cul-
tivate his idea.

“It started off with me 
personally,” Chen said. “I’ve 
always wanted to start a busi-
ness, but it was just coming up 
with a really important idea 
that sells and generates the 
most money, but ever since 
I started taking Economics 
380 with Professor Allison, 
he’s taught us that we work to 
make people’s lives easier.”  

“You don’t start with a 
solution.  You don’t start with 
an idea.  You start with a 
problem,” Chen said.  

Munch Yum is a way to 
conveniently deliver snacks 
and other products to stu-
dents all over campus, accord-
ing to Chen. 

“We deliver anywhere, ex-
cept Allegheny Commons.  
That’s kind of far,” Chen said.

Within minutes, students 
can have their favorite snacks 
delivered straight to their 
door.  

What’s even better is the 
delivery program has a $1.79 

delivery fee that relieves stu-
dents of the stress of tipping.  

In addition, customers are 
provided with various ways to 
pay for the goodies including 
cash, credit or debit card and 
even Venmo.  

The Munch Yum program 
is super easy for students 
to use.  Just by going to the 
Munch Yum website and 
choosing a payment method, 
students are provided the op-
portunity of different prod-
ucts ranging from Doritos 
and Oreos to laundry deter-
gent and condoms.  

Students are able to choose 
from over fifty different prod-
ucts offered by Munch Yum.  

Chen said he is ambitious 
about the prospects of Munch 
Yum and is hoping to expand 
the business to Rochester and 
other cities throughout the 
country.

“There’s a lot of areas in the 
U.S., like college towns and 
cities, that don’t have this type 
of service.  That’s my goal, to 
really expand [Munch Yum],” 
Chen said.  

Chen is currently working 
on an mobile app with some 
developers in order to make 
the program even more acces-
sible and easier for students to 
use.  

“We are trying to im-
prove the experience,” Chen 
said. “Our main goal is re-
ally to provide convenience 
to Allegheny.  We’re not too 
stressed about the profit and 
revenue.”  

Although the program is 
relatively new, it is already 
making students’ lives easier.  

Munch Yum is available to 
students seven days a week.  
The program runs from 4 
p.m. to 1:30 a.m. on weekdays 
and 2 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. on the 
weekends.  

Although Munch Yum is 
currently up and running, it is 
still new to Allegheny’s cam-
pus and many students re-
main unsure about using the 
program.  

“At first I was a little skep-
tical.  I wasn’t sure if [Munch 
Yum] was really real or not, 
but it looks like it is pretty 
legit and seems like it could 
be a very efficient way to get 
snacks.  It sounds really cool,” 
Brieanna Gerner, ’21, said.

Those who have utilized 
the snack delivery service 
have been thrilled with their 
experiences.

“Within the first two min-
utes that I had placed the or-
der, the owner had contacted 
me personally and told me 
that he was on his way.  My 
entire order, everytime I have 
ordered from them has been 
delivered within 10 minutes,” 
Sydney Yahner, ’21, said.

“I will absolutely use 
[Munch Yum] again,” con-
tinued Yahner, “and I will 
absolutely recommend it to 
friends.” 

According to the United 
Nations, the end of the sec-
ond world war exposed the 
need for a judicial body to 
prosecute war criminals for 
atrocities such as “genocide, 
crimes against humanity, 
war crimes and the crime of 
aggression.” At the time, the 
body held the International 
Military Tribunals to prose-
cute dozens of Nazi Officials, 
in addition to dozens more in 
Tokyo.

More than 70 years later, 
these atrocities, specifical-
ly the genocide perpetrated 
upon the citizens of Sier-
ra Leone, were the focus of 
Crane’s discussion titled “In-
ternational Criminal Law in a 
Kaleidoscopic World,” which 
was held in Ford Chapel on 
Monday, April 2, and was 
hosted by the Law and Policy 
Program and the Center for 
Political Participation.

“The Soviet Union dis-
solved in a month,” said for-
mer Chief Prosecutor of the 

Special Court for Sierra Le-
one David Crane. “The evil 
empire disappeared. I spent 
most of my career fighting 
the evil empire … the world 
began to adjust with demo-
cratic peace, rise of democ-
racies and this was it. This is 
the Nirvana we had all been 
waiting for.”

Yet that notion of peace 
faded away as the world 
turned its attention to the 
atrocities being committed in 
the former Yugoslavia, Rwan-
da and much of West Africa, 
according to Crane. 

“International Criminal 
law is the punitive compo-
nent recently developed in 
the 90s to hold accountable 
those who commit interna-
tional crimes such as war 
crimes,” Crane said. “When 
the Soviet Union ended in 
the 1991 time frame, the Cold 
War ended, the world seemed 
to take a deep breath and 
tried to seek another type of 
balance related to democracy, 
but that hasn’t happened.”

What has happened is the 
rise of nationalistic individu-
als coming to power, accord-

ing to Crane. With a lack of 
international superpowers, 
the situation has become ka-
leidoscopic in the sense that 
“if one thing changes, every-
thing changes.”

Crane was responsible 
for prosecuting the former 
President of Liberia, Charles 
Taylor, for crimes against hu-
manity and war crimes. Tay-
lor was responsible for the 
deaths of over one million 
Liberian citizens in his efforts 
to take control of the coun-
try in the 1990s, according to 
Crane. 

Before becoming Chief 
Prosecutor of the SCLC, he 
served in the United States 
federal government for over 
30 years. Currently, he is a 
professor of practice at Syr-
acuse University of Law and 
is working to build a case 
against Basar al-Assad, the 
President of Syria. 

Crane’s visit to Alleghe-
ny was the culmination of a 
short course on international 
criminal law taught by As-
sociate Professor of Political 
Science Shanna Kirschner, 
who planned the event with 
Chair of Political Science Bri-
an Harward.   

“Professor Harward and 
I, at the end of last semester, 
started thinking about try-
ing to bring together a set 
of related speakers visiting 
campus,” Kirschner said. “We 
have built those three events 
into a scaffolding of a short 
course which is a model that 
we do across a lot of different 
departments … Mr. Crane’s 
visit is the final of those three 
campus events.” 

Among the topics covered 
in the short course were the 
history of international crim-
inal law, the establishment of 
the International Criminal 
Court, how prosecutions af-
fect future crimes and a num-
ber of others according to 
Kirschner. 

An Allegheny alumnus, 
Greg Peterson, ’73, was in-
vited to introduce Crane and 
ask him questions about his 
experiences. Crane’s respons-
es were packed with vivid 
detail and strategy he empha-
sized “could not be found in 

any “law book” or classroom. 
“You ultimately signed 

indictments against 13 peo-
ple held responsible for these 
crimes against humans. That 
was around 2002; how did 
that operation playout?” Pe-
terson asked. Crane then ex-
plained his strategy of “going 
after the big guy” in Sierra 
Leone, which was the oppo-
site plan of the Rwanda and 
Yugoslavia tribunals. 

“Their mandates were 
to prosecute those who did 
the acts. That’s 100,000 peo-
ple. No judicial system in 
the world could prosecute 
100,000 people, but to pros-
ecute 23 people, or whatever, 
[is reasonable].”

In that case, Crane indict-
ed 13 high-ranking govern-
ment officials in Liberia. He 
provided an in-depth expla-
nation of his strategy during 
the discussion. 

“In order to do a success-
ful prosecution, it’s not about 
law,” Crane said. “The key to a 
successful international prose-
cution where you’re going af-
ter very high stakes, heads of 
state, powerful [and] deadly 
human beings, is you have to 
take in as you decide on your 
prosecution plan, the effects 
politically, diplomatically, cul-
turally, practically and legally.”

Crane said this involved 
trips to other West African 
and European countries, 
keeping track of the locations 
of all indictees, making sure 
secret information was not 
leaked to the wrong people 
and a plethora of other care-
fully planned steps. 

Crane later spoke about 
the emotional effect on the 
country after he read his 
press statement about the in-
dictments.

“There was stunned si-
lence; they just looked at 
me,” Crane said. “Then the 
first guy broke, and they all 
left. They literally cleared the 
whole office in ten seconds 
… As we’re driving back to 
my headquarters, people 
were starting to spill out into 
the streets, dancing, hugging 
each other, celebrating.”

After three years in Sierra 
Leone and a landmark inter-
national prosecution nick-
named “the little engine that 
could,” which gave justice to 
the people of Sierra Leone, 
Crane had to cope with his 
own emotional stress upon 
returning to the U.S. 

“This has taken the good 
in life out of me,” Crane said. 
“We were the only tribunal to 
essentially work at the scene 
of the crime … Everyday I 

woke up and smelled death, 
tasted death, saw death, 
and that does affect you. I 
knew this; we all suffer and 
I still continue to suffer from 
PTSD.”

“What got me was I would 
fly from Freetown to Brus-
sels,” Crane said. “What 
triggered my first incident 
of PTSD was walking off the 
airplane, and walking into a 
clean, cool airport. The con-
trast was so stark … To walk 
into an airport where it’s 
clean air just triggered an ep-
isode for me.”

His PTSD was also trig-
gered after reading the jour-
nals he had kept from the ex-
perience, according to Crane. 

“The horror of it is tru-
ly unimaginable, what these 
people did to other people,” 
Crane said.

Despite any emotional ef-
fects or monetary expenses of 
the SCLC, Crane emphasised 
that no cost was too great for 
“the little engine that could.” 
The importance of improv-
ing the lives of the citizens 
was always the most import-
ant aspect of this mission for 
Crane.  

“What matters is the peo-
ple of Sierra Leone felt that 
Justice was done,” Crane said. 

Crane offers an in-depth look into international criminal law

MATTHEW STEINBERG/THE CAMPUS
Students and community members gather to watch David Crane speak about his 
experience prosecuting Charles Taylor on Monday, April 2, 2018 at Ford Chapel. 

By MATTHEW STEINBERG
Features Editor
steinbergm@allegheny.edu

MATTHEW STEINBERG/THE CAMPUS
Greg Peterson, ’73, begins to interview David Crane on 
Monday, April 2, 2018 in Ford Chapel. 

Former chief  prosecutor shares experiences of  prosecuting crimes against humanity

By HANNAH SCHAFFER
Junior Features Editor
schafferh@allegheny.edu

JOSEPH TINGLEY/THE CAMPUS
Frank Chen, ’18, sits with his merchandise on Thursday, April 5, 2018. 

Chen brings ‘Munch Yum’ to Allegheny, following national trend  



The movie of all gamers 
dream, “Ready Player One” 
is an engrossing science 
fiction adventure into the 
wonders of virtual reality. 
Directed by Steven Spiel-
berg, the film is based off 
the 2011 book written by 
Ernest Cline. The film had 
an impressive run time of 
two hours and 20 minutes 
and was released on Friday, 
March 30. 

The film is set in the dys-
topian world of 2045, where 
people can escape reality 
by entering into the Onto-
logically Anthropocentric 
Sensory Immersive Simula-
tion. OASIS is a virtual re-
ality where you can do any-
thing, go anywhere and be 
anyone you want. You can 
go to school, lose all your 
money in a casino planet, 
visit Minecraft World or 
fight to the death on Planet 
Doom. The virtual society is 
a massive multiplayer online 
role-playing game and peo-
ple spend more time in OA-
SIS than in the real world. 

What starts off the movie 
is the death of James Don-
ovan Halliday, the creator 
of OASIS. After his death, 
a video appeared which 
showed Halliday had hid-
den an Easter egg in the 
game and whoever found all 
three of the hidden keys in 
the game would find the egg 
and become the new owner 
of OASIS. 

For those who do not 
know, an Easter egg, and 
not the ones from the Easter 
bunny, is an inside joke or 
hidden message in a work, 
usually in video games or 
films. It is always fun to 
try and find Easter eggs in 
games or movies, and this 
film is one big Easter egg 
hunt. 

Our main character, 
Wade Watts, and his avatar, 
Parzival, is one of the first to 
figure out how to get to the 
first key needed to find the 
easter egg. Parzival is joined 
by his friends, Aech, which is 
pronounced “H,” whose real 
name is Helen Harris, Daito, 
whose real name is Toshiro 
Yoshiaki, Shoto, whose real 
name is Akihide Karatsu, 
and his virtual crush, Art-
3mis, whose real name is 
Samantha Evelyn Cook. The 
film follows the group, nick-
named High-Five, as they 
figure out the clues Halliday 
left behind to find the egg. 
The group name is hilarious 
because Parzival never does 
get his high-five, but he does 
get the girl in the end. So, it 
is a win-win.

And like every video 
game, the group is sabotaged 
at every turn by the villain of 
the movie, Nolan Sorrento. 
Sorrento is the owner of In-
novative Online Industries, 
which plans to take over 
OASIS and monetize it. Like 
Parzival says, he is kind of a 
jerk and lacks any popular 
culture knowledge, which 
is super important to the 
game. Sorrento and IOI are 
the evil overlords of the in-
ternet and OASIS. 

The plot of the mov-
ie flows a lot like a video 
game plot would. It is a bit 
basic, lacking anything too 
deep, but it flows well. The 
plot gets the job done, you 
get from point A to point B 
without getting lost in any 
weird or unnecessary sub-
plots. To put it bluntly, the 
main quest of this movie is 
to find the Easter egg Halli-
day hid in OASIS. There are 
no side quests, unless you 
count the “get the girl” mis-
sion for Parzival, but even 
without them the movie gets 
by.  

Despite its flaws, the film 
will have you on the edge of 
your seat at times. It has the 
witty one-liners, pop culture 
references and all the gam-
er lore you could think of. 
And it has cameos of pop-
ular video game and movie 
characters. You see Batman 
and his bat family, Joker and 
Harley Quinn, Halo char-
acters, the Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles, the Iron Giant 
and my personal favorite, 
Chucky. 

The film shows the fun 
of virtual reality that is bal-
anced by a harsh world, 
filled with hilarious char-
acters and pop culture ga-
lore. While the film is not 
something to be revered, it 
is still a pretty good movie. 
“Ready Player One” shows 
the fun and adventure that 
video games provide but 
also shows us that we cannot 
spend all our time in a video 
game.
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By JEN RODRIGUEZ
Features Editor
rodriguezj@allegheny.edu

‘Ready Player One’ 
invites audiences 

into the game world

Domenico Vescio/flickr.com 

The Doane Hall of Art has 
been host to graduate stu-
dents, a Lebanese artist and 
Tibetan monks. On Tuesday, 
April 3, however, it hosted the 
work of Allegheny’s own art-
ists in residence.

This year’s annual Stu-
dent Art Show in the Bow-
man~Penelec~Megahan Art 
Gallery featured a selection 
of works juried by guest juror 
Susan Barnett, curator of the 
Erie Art Museum. 

During the opening recep-
tion and awards ceremony 
Tuesday night, Darren Lee 
Miller, art department chair 
and director and curator of 
the art galleries at Allegheny, 
welcomed the campus com-
munity to the display of those 
pieces chosen to be a part of 
the show.

“It was not just about what 
was the best work, but what 
work made sense together in 
the space as a curated, juried 
show,” Miller said. “[Barnett] 
chose about 70 pieces to be in 
the gallery and close to 150 
that are not in the gallery.”

Students and faculty 
paused their circling of the 
gallery to form an audience 
for the presentation of the 
Doane Prizes in Art and the 
Doane Juror’s Award. The 
Doane awards are presented 
in three categories — painting 
and drawing, graphics and 
ceramics — and are awarded 
to collections of works, ac-
cording to Miller.

 “If students created a se-
ries of works that are not just 
one-off but are part of a larg-
er portfolio, they can drop off 
those works to be considered 
for Doane prizes,” Miller said. 

Award recipients received 
books and cash prizes of $200 
from the Foster B. Doane 
Foundation. These winners 
were selected by a faculty 
voting process that included 
juror Susan Barnett.

Barnett was solely respon-
sible for selecting the recipient 
of the juror’s award. This year, 
Cali Banks, ’18, received both 
the juror’s award and an hon-
orable mention in graphics.

First-place graphics win-
ner Karla Atcheson, ’18, rep-
resented Allegheny’s “unusu-
al combinations” in the show 
by bringing her diverse back-
ground experience into her 
work. She presented a piece 
in which headshots of indi-
viduals making four distinct 
facial expressions were lay-
ered in order to appear dif-
ferently to viewers depending 
on the angle from which they 
were viewed. 

“The piece I did — the lay-
ered photographs over there 
— the inspiration for it was I 
volunteered with a Syrian ref-
ugee camp this past summer 
in Lisbon,” Atcheson said. 
“We were told that there was 
going to be an Arab transla-
tor, but we showed up and 
there wasn’t, so we had no 
way of communicating with 
the refugees.”

Atcheson said she quickly 
learned building a relation-
ship did not require a shared 
language. 

“So the driving force of my 
piece is that there are other 
forms of communication be-
sides just language, like facial 
expressions and emotions,” 
Atcheson said.

Atcheson’s work was one 
of few pieces submitted “here 
and there” over the past few 
years, but fellow Doane award 
recipient Gene Frank, ’20, 
took first place for her first 
submission to an exhibition. 
She submitted two works in 
the drawing and painting cat-
egory from a collection called 
“To Surveil With Love.”

“They’re about media and 
surveillance and I guess just 
what happens when we know 
that we’re being watched,” 
Frank said.

An honorable mention 
in the drawing and painting 
category went to Shelby Pip-
er, ’18. Only one award was 
presented in the Ceramics 
category to Olivia Xie, ’19, 
who submitted a collection 
of sculptures to represent the 
twelve animals of the zodiac. 

Miller said the art depart-
ment faculty evaluated the 
student work using a variety 
of criteria, specifically “qual-
ity of craft, quality of con-
cept, articulation of concept, 
how well does it show in the 
space.”

While these criteria have 
been effective, Miller re-
flected on the possibility of 

changing the categorizations 
under which art is evaluated 
to reflect the changes in sub-
missions over his ten years of 
work at Allegheny.

“I’ve noticed that we get 
more and more submissions 
in the category that we call 
graphics,” Miller said. “It’s my 
feeling — and I think some of 
my other colleagues feel this 
way — that we should talk to 
the Doane foundation about 
changing the category so that 
things like photography and 
video are in a different cate-
gory than things like print-
making and graphic design or 
computer art.”

The changing trends in 
submissions are not just the 
result of work by art majors, 
either. Miller said students of 
all majors and minors are wel-
come to submit their work in 
the two days following spring 
break each year. 

The focus Tuesday night 
was neither majors nor mi-
nors. As students filed into 
the gallery, talking, em-
bracing and congratulating 
friends, Allegheny’s very own 
artists in residence had their 
moment. 

By OLIVIA BLAKESLEE
Junior Science/International Editor
blacksleeo@allegheny.edu

So the driving force 
of my piece is that 
there are other forms 
of communication 
besides just language, 
like facial expressions 
and emotions.

“

“

Karla Atcheson
Class of 2018

Art gallery hosts annual student art show 

‘Ready Player 
One’ shows the 
fun and adventure 
that video games 
provide but also 
shows us that we 
cannot spend all 
our time in a video 
game.  

“

Jen Rodriguez
Class of 2019

Opening reception includes presentation of  Doane awards 
“

Photos by JEVON COOPER/THE CAMPUS
Multiple sculptures, part of a collection entitled “Chinese Zodiac,” by Olivia Xie, ’19, are exhibited in the 
Henderson Campus Center Bowman~Penelec~Megahan Art Gallery on Tuesday, April 3, 2018. 

Top: Chris Ewald, ‘20, displayed his “A Dear Jan Letter” at the annual student art 
show on Tuesday, April 3, 2018, in the Bowman~Penelec~Megahan Art Gallery. 
Above: The sculpture titled “Blue Head” by Nadine Pratt, ’19, was displayed at the 
annual student art show on Tuesday, April 3, 2018, in the Bowman~Penelec~Megahan 
Art Gallery. 
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Gator   Updater
Friday,   April  6,    2018

Women’s track vs. Mount Union 
John Homon Open 

Day One
Alliance, Ohio

Men’s track vs. Mount Union 
John Homon Open 

Day One 
Alliance, Ohio 

Saturday,  April  7,    2018
Women’s golf vs. Ohio Wesleyan 

Laura Bump Invitational 
Delaware, Ohio

Men’s golf vs. Denison University 
Ted Barclay Invitational 

Granville, Ohio

Women’s track vs. Mount Union 
John Homon Open 

Day Two 
Alliance, Ohio

Men’s track vs. Mount Union 
John Homon Open

Day Two
 Alliance, Ohio

Women’s tennis vs. Wittenberg
 Dayton, Ohio (Five Seasons)

 4:30 p.m. 

Men’s tennis vs. Wittenberg 
Dayton, Ohio (Five Seasons) 

4:30 p.m.

Get   to    know   A   Gator
Class year: Senior
Major: Communication Arts
Minor: Psychology 
Hometown: Clark’s Summit, Pennsylvania 
Sport: Tennis
Position: #1 singles/doubles
Favorite Food: Pizza
Favorite Movie: The Shawshank 
Redemption
Favorite Part About Allegheny: Friends 
Dream Job: Movie Producer
Dream Vacation: Hawaii
Favorite place to eat in Meadville: Timber 
Creek
Favorite class taken at Allegheny: 
Advanced Studio Production 
Favorite memory at Allegheny: Being 
named captain of the tennis team

McKinley’s or Brooks: McKinley’s
Flats or Drumsticks: Drumsticks

By JOSH COHEN
Sports Editor
cohenj@allegheny.edu

JAI   REDKAR, '18

Parker manages to 
maintain the balance 
between athletics and 
Allegheny academics

By CHRISTINA BRYSON
News Editor
brysonc@allegheny.edu

By JAKE REIDENBACH
Junior Sports Editor
reidenbachj@allegheny.edu

As the weather gets warmer, 
some club sports look to move 
out of the  David V. Wise Cen-
ter and onto the practice fields 
to prepare for their spring sea-
sons. However, this year, up-
coming construction of new 
athletic complexes have made 
it difficult for club teams to se-
cure field space. 

In an email sent on Feb. 26, 
by Bill Ross, the associate direc-
tor of athletics and recreation 
services, updated club sports 
presidents on field availability. 

Due to the construction of 
the new turf athletic fields be-
ginning soon, Ross informed 
teams there will be “tempo-
rary issues with scheduling 
of field space this spring and 
possibly next fall (depending 
on delays).” 

Ross also warned teams 
about scheduling games on 
the current fields. The current 
fields affected by the project 
include: the soccer practice 
field, the soccer game field 
and the current rugby and ul-
timate frisbee field. Following 
the completion of the project, 

the soccer practice field will be-
come home to the field hockey, 
men’s and women’s lacrosse and 
possibly men and women’s soc-
cer teams. 

“I cannot schedule any 
home contests on these three 
sites until I know more about 
the timeline of the construc-
tion,” wrote Ross. 

Ross  cautioned club sports 
presidents that the only avail-
able playing surfaces are now 
the stadium turf field and the 
upper parking lot field. This 
makes things difficult for teams 

such as men’s rugby, who are 
barred from using the stadium 
turf field at this time, according 
to Nick Poling, ’19, the current 
men’s rugby club president.

“The rugby team is already 
hindered by Allegheny’s rules 
and restrictions regarding the 
turf and general field use. It 
seems at times that we, and 
other club sports, are put at a 
purposeful disadvantage by the 
school administration,” Poling 
said.

Poling believes the lack 
of available fields will make 
it more difficult for rugby to 
practice and play both conve-
niently and safely. In a sport 
where pads are not allowed 
and tackling is key, some 
players are concerned about 
the available facilities. 

“As of right now, rugby has 
to practice on the upper fields 
of Robertson, which is used 
as a parking lot and has rem-
nants of gravel covering parts 
of it,” Poling said. 

Women’s rugby is facing 
similar issues with schedul-
ing upcoming games. Current 
women’s player Zafirah Abdul-
rahoof  ’18 echoes the worries. 

“We are already restricted 

so much because we have to 
coordinate with other club 
sports, and we don’t get the 
same recognition as varsity 
sports,” Abdulrahoof said. 

As the athletic spaces that 
have traditionally been reserved 
for club teams with rather suc-
cessful past seasons get reno-
vated into fields geared towards 
varsity sports, it leaves some 
people wondering if increasing-
ly restrictive policies on these 
new fields will push out club 
teams and leave them without a 
space to practice or play. 

“A new turf construction is 
great, but it does not seem like 
it will change the difficult spot 
that rugby and the rest of the 
club sports are in, as it will be 
used for more varsity recog-
nized sports,” Poling said.

Other student athletes are 
more hopeful for the end re-
sult of the construction, but 
believe it will cause problems 
for club teams during the up-
coming season.

“It might help, but until 
construction is completed 
some teams may need to re-
sort to canceling practices or 
confining themselves to the 
gym,” Abdulrahoof said. 

New turf hinders club sport activities

JAKE REIDENBACH/THE CAMPUS
The Allegheny College football team lifts weights during a morning workout on Wednesday, April 4, 2018, in the 
David V. Wise Fitness Center weight room. 

A new turf construction 
is great, but it does 
not seem like it will 
change the difficult 
spot that rugby and 
the rest of the club 
sports are in. 

“
“

Nick Poling
Class of 2019

Allegheny College has 
been long been recog-
nized for its academic rigor 
around the nation. By being 
one of the most rigorous 
institutions in the United 
States, Allegheny students 
are forced to pay particular 
attention to their academics. 
Yet, a portion of students at 
Allegheny compete in var-
sity sports making their al-
ready busy schedule even 
more hectic. 

According to Forbes, 27.6 
percent of students at Al-
legheny participate in a var-
sity support. However, there 
is a small group of students 
who participate in multiple 
sports. 

Noah Parker, ’21, is one 
of those students. Parker is a 
first-year student from Her-
mitage, Pennsylvania and is 
a defensive lineman on the 
football team and a thrower 
on the track and field. 

When deciding which 
college to attend, Parker 
knew he wanted to attend a 
school where he could play 
two sports. 

“I knew right out of high 
school I wanted to play two 
sports in college,” Parker 
said. 

This fall, Parker arrived 
at Allegheny College ready 
to begin his first season as a 
member of the gator football 
team.  This past fall semester, 
Parker began his first year 
as a college student as well 
as his first year as a college 
football player. 

Just like many stu-
dent-athletes at Allegheny, 
members of the football team 
have a full schedule of prac-

tices and workout sessions. 
Balancing a full football 

schedule along with the rig-
orous awcademic workload 
Parker said, “It was definitely 
difficult but manageable. As 
long as I didn’t procrastinate 
I was good,” Parker said. 

The spring semester does 
not bring any extra free time 
for Parker but rather makes 
his schedule even more 
packed. In addition to class-
es and football, Parker has 
added track and field activ-
ities to his schedule. 

With daily practices and 
weekend meets Parker said, 
“time management is defi-
nitely difficult, but I think I 
can do it.” 

Despite the heavy work-
load, Parker said he contin-
ues to thrive on and off the 
playing field. During the in-
door track and field season, 
Parker set a personal best in 
the shot put and placed at 
multiple meets. 

In football, Parker’s team-
mates are taking notice of his 
attitude and determination. 

“Noah comes to practice 
with the attitude to get better 
every day,” Marcus Daven-
port, ’19, said. “He’s always 
trying his best to make oth-
ers around him better.” 

Parker said his goal is to 
continue playing both sports 
throughout his time at Al-
legheny. 

“I feel like I can do both 
throughout my career at Al-
legheny,” Parker said. “My 
goal is to have a 3.0 GPA 
during my time at Alleghe-
ny.” 

Student-athletes at Al-
legheny College have an in-
credibly difficult challenge 
to manage both academics 
and athletics. Noah Parker is 
just one example of that. 
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