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Campus holds 
simulation for 
refugee journey

Departments 
readjust after 
mass retirement

With 23 professors retiring 
at the end of the 2017-18 year, 
Allegheny College has already 
undergone changes in its cur-
riculum. Although Professor of 
History Barry Shapiro is one of 
the retiring professors, the inter-
national studies major and french 
studies minor will not see any sig-
nificant changes. 

Registrar and Associate Dean 
of Academics Ian Binnington said 
the number of professors retiring 
was designed as an early retire-
ment incentive program.

“There is a plan across campus 
in various departments to make 
sure the classes are covered,” Bin-
nington said. “I’m not aware of 
any expectations that faculty will 
take on more classes. One of the 
reason the Provost felt we were 
able to do this was because of the 
planned reduction in new stu-
dents. We had fewer students now 
than we had five years ago, so it 
makes sense that we would have 
fewer faculty than we had five 
years ago.”

Professor of French Laura Re-
eck said she had been able to pre-
pare for Shapiro’s retirement and 
start a conversation with other 
faculty members about finding 
someone to teach his classes.

“We will miss him as a col-
league and obviously as having 
him as part of the program,” Re-
eck said. “His retirement will not 
force any curricular revisions or 
any particular changes within the 
International Studies program. It 
will remain as exactly as it is right 
now.”

With the French studies mi-
nor, Shapiro’s departure will pro-
portionally have a bigger impact 
since he has a master’s degree in 
French history, Reeck said. Visit-
ing Assistant Professor of French 
Jan Starczewski will step into Sha-
piro’s place for the 2018-19 year. 
Reeck said she is excited about 
Starczewski teaching Shapiro’s 
classes next year.

“He works a lot on religion 
and the Enlightenment period in 
France,” Reeck said.

By LAUREN TRIMBER
News Editor
trimberl@allegheny.edu
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 Photos by HANNAH SCHAFFER/THE CAMPUS
Top: Judges and audience members watch the Gender Sexuality and Alliance Drag Show in the Hen-
derson Campus Center Lobby on Saturday, April 14, 2018. Above Left: Professional drag queen Bambi 
Deerest wears an all-black outfit on the catwalk. Above Right: Bambi Deerest imitates Taylor Swift 
during the Gender Sexuality and Alliance Drag Show. 
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Members of Allegheny Student Government discussed the possible removal of the Judicial Review 
Board from its constitution during its meeting on Tuesday, April 17, 2018.

ASG discusses possible changes to its constitution
By LAUREN TRIMBER
News Editor
trimberl@allegheny.edu

Allegheny Student Government 
debated the usefulness of its Judicial 
Review Board during its meeting on 
Tuesday, April 17. Along with dis-
cussing possible ASG constitution 
revisions, the organization listened 
to the constitution for the Minority 
Association of Premedical Students 
and received an update from the 
College Committees Council.

The Judicial Review Board. JRB 
consists of appointed students who 
“review all cases when an act of 
the legislative body, the ASG Pres-
ident, or any other member of the 
ASG body is constitutionally (ASG 
Constitution) called into question,” 
according to the ASG website. Cur-
rently ASG members cannot sit on 
JRB. 

Attorney General Alex Venezia, 

’19, said he and other cabinet mem-
bers had been discussing the possi-
bility of removing JRB from ASG’s 
constitution throughout the year 
and replacing all the jobs current-
ly conducted by JRB with the rules 
committee.

“The change is just moving the 
description of JRB … into rules 
committee,” Venezia said. “The JRB 
in my opinion is that it’s kind of a su-
perfluous part of ASG.”

Venezia said in the case of a pos-
sible infraction, the information 
is first delivered to him before it is 
given to the rules committee. If the 
rules committee decides there is 
any merit to the allegation, the in-
formation is passed to JRB, which 
uses the description of the infraction 
to gather facts, conduct interviews, 
and provide a recommendation for a 
punishment.

The Global Citizen Scholars Pro-
gram held its first refugee simulation 
in Shultz Banquet Hall on Tuesday, 
April 17.

Allegheny Students participated 
in a 30 minute educational simula-
tion that enhanced their perspective 
on refugees and what the resettle-
ment process inside a refugee camp 
is like. The point of this simulation, 
according to the Global Citizen 
Scholars Program, was to strike 
curiosity and sympathy for those 
who have gone, are going or will go 
through, this strenuous and often 
heartbreaking process. 

The simulation was followed up 
with a reflection period for students 
to discuss their experience and hear 
from two of their peers who have 
gone through the resettlement pro-
cess.

“We’re looking for you to go 
through the simulation and hold any 
observations you have for the reflec-
tion period,” said Professor of French 
Laura Reeck. “We want to empha-
size that this is not a game and to go 
through this with seriousness and 
practicality.”

In the beginning of the simu-
lation, groups of three to four stu-
dents were assigned cards that had 
a pseudonym family name, descrip-
tions of the members of the family, 
the country they were leaving and 
the country they hoped to travel to. 
Each card explained why the family 
needed to escape their country with 
many fleeing for fear of their lives 
and political persecution.

For the first task students had 
to cross a ropes course in a zigzag 
formation which was symbolic of 
the difficulties these families faced 
in real life. If a student touched the 
rope, their entire family was sent to 
the back of the line. 

“Where you started first, you 
would actually have 100 people rac-
ing to get into those lines,” said photo 
journalist and activist Maitham Ba-
sha-Agha. “Once you cross, you do 
not turn around to focus on what’s 
next. You have to turn back to make 
sure your whole family is right there 
with you.”

After passing through the obsta-
cle course students were introduced 
to the first of five tables, which were 
used to signify the refugee camp’s en-
trance point. 

By DAKOTAH MANSON
News Editor
mansond@allegheny.edu
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College hosts Democratic primary election forum

The Center for Political 
Participation and Meadville 
Tribune hosted a forum for 
the candidates running in 
Pennsylvania’s 16th Congres-
sional District’s Democratic 
primary election. The three 
candidates, Chris Reiger, 
Ronald DiNicola and Rob 
Multari, discussed their plans 
for topics such as healthcare, 
the economy and school safe-
ty.

Rieger, a bankruptcy law-
yer from the Pittsburgh area, 
started by explaining why he 
decided to run in the election.

“I believe that the whole 
point, the overriding pur-
pose of public service is to 
help people, plain and sim-
ple,” Rieger said. “And the op-
portunity to represent some 
700,000 of my fellow citizens 
in Washington would be an 
enormous honor, to help a 
clientele of not hundreds, but 
hundreds of thousands.” 

Rieger said he wanted 
to counteract some of the 
policies of President Don-
ald Trump’s administration, 
which he referred to as “de-
structive.” 

“Gutting the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau. 
Seeking to chip away various 
labor protections that were 
enforced under the prior ad-
ministration. And seeking to 
rip away health insurance from 
millions of Americans last year. 
It is immoral,” Rieger said.

DiNicola, a lawyer from 
Erie, said his upbringing as 
the child of Italian immi-
grants gives him an import-
ant perspective when he ap-
proaches his job.

“I identify and appreciate 
that we need a government 
that will understand the needs 
of working families who are 
struggling to provide oppor-
tunity and education for their 
children, and who are strug-
gling to make ends meet. The 
middle class that feels beset 
upon by the rest of the system 
that’s gamed against them by 
a Congress that is dominated 
by money that through poli-
tics influences policy, and is 
unable to really address the 
needs of our country,” DiNi-
cola said.

Multari, a doctor from Far-
rell, Pa., said he has watched 
the district go through sub-
stantial economic declines 
during his lifetime. He said 
while he was young, he was 
able to live a sort of American 
dream of hard work leading to 
economic opportunity.

“In the past 37 years, 
as I’ve practiced medicine, 
I’ve watched that American 
dream disappear from the 
16th District,” Multari said. 
“The 16th District has lost 
jobs and lost population and 
lost income in that period of 
time, and those are some of 
the reasons why I’ve chosen 
to run for Congress.”

The candidates discussed 
their views on Representative 
Mike Kelly, the current office-

holder of Pennsylvania’s 16th 
Congressional seat. 

“I believe our current in-
cumbent does not meet with 
constituents face-to-face any-
more,” Rieger said. “And in 
my judgement, if you’re not 
willing to meet with those 
you mean to represent in 
Washington, or Harrisburg 
or wherever else face-to-face, 
then in my judgement, you’re 
not going to be able to repre-
sent them very well.”

DiNicola said he felt many 
of Crawford County’s difficul-
ties were common to other ar-
eas of western Pennsylvania.

“Are we going to be able to 
take the rich industrial histo-
ry of Crawford County and 
the rich agricultural history of 
Crawford County, and blend 

that into a viable, strong eco-
nomic model that will con-
tinue to allow this county to 
rebound and to prosper?” 
DiNicola asked.

DiNicola said investment 
in education is an import-
ant part of such economic 
program. He suggested the 
creation of a comprehensive 
community college system 
in western Pennsylvania, as 
well as expansion of programs 
such as Social Security to 
make it easier for people to 
go through job training pro-
grams.

“We need to marry those 
programs with real hope and 
opportunity so we are not a 
caretaker nation, but we pro-
vide opportunity to those who 
are able to become skilled, 

create economic opportuni-
ty, job, opportunities, that all 
ties into education,” DiNi-
cola said. “And it requires 
us to have a commitment to 
building that incentive to take 
people off of the rolls and put 
them into jobs where they 
can be productive members 
of society. That always has to 
be our goal. And I think we’re 
falling short of that because 
we’re leaving them without 
hope.” 

In light of the school 
shooting in Parkland, Flori-
da, the candidates were asked 
about how they would work 
to prevent such incidents in 
the future while still uphold-
ing the constitutional right to 
bear arms.

Rieger said the biggest 
problem in the gun debate 
was the inability of people to 
separate the ideas of funda-
mental and absolute rights. 
He said while the rights pro-
vided in the United States 
Constitution were fundamen-
tal, no right is absolute. 

“The right to vote is a fun-
damental right but it is not 
absolute,” Rieger explained. “ 
In many jurisdictions, if you 
commit many felonies you 
lose your right to vote. The 
Second Amendment right is 
a fundamental right. There’s a 
right embedded in our Con-
stitution that gives citizens a 
right to protect themselves 
from others, but it is not ab-
solute. And this is also a legal 
question, but this is also a 
moral question.”

By STEVEN HEINE
News Editor
heines@allegheny.edu

Students were asked to fill 
out a form identifying who they 
were and why they left their 
country. This was challenging 
for most because of a language 
barrier. The instructions given 
to the students to fill out the 
form and the form itself were in 
Spanish. Responses to the ques-
tions had to be written in Span-
ish as well.

After being admitted into the 
refugee camp, students needed 
to hold onto their paperwork 
and were given a checklist. To 
be accepted and processed into 
another country by the United 
High Commission for Refugees, 
the final table within the camp, 
the participant had to be grant-
ed four check marks and signa-
tures.

The next three tables were 
medical, nutrition and school. 
Students had to pass their med-
ical exam, and if they failed, 
they were told they had to wait 
anywhere from three hours to 
six months before they were al-
lowed to go back. At nutrition, 
students were handed small 
cups of cheerios and water with 
some receiving the food and 
drink while others were not. At 
the last station, students were 
expected to go through school-
ing and were taught the name of 
vegetables in French.

“You’re fleeing your country 
and refugee camps are cutting 
a lot of funding,” Basha-Agha 
said. “When you went to the 
education table there was only 
vegetables because you don’t get 
meat at refugee camps.”

Only two groups out of about 
eight made it to the UNHCR 
table and were admitted into 
a different country. All paper-
work, signatures and the ability 
to name the vegetables learned 
in French were needed to pass.

Following the simulation 
was a reflection period where 
students were introduced to 
Sara Waya, ’19, and Daniel Ba-
sheer, ’21, who came to America 
as refugees.

Basheer’s family is originally 
from Iraq, but fled to Jordan be-
cause of the ongoing war. It took 

them 17 years to be accepted 
into the U.S. by the United Na-
tions.

“It was 17 years of rejection,” 
Basheer said. “We were told to 
sell everything within a month 
so we would have everything 
ready. We sold our furniture so 
we were sleeping on the floor 
and a year went by when they 
told us the Australia plans fell 
through.”

At that point in Basheer’s life, 
he had dropped out of school 
and his family did not have de-
cent paying jobs because they 
were not recognized as citizens 
in Jordan. Basheer’s mother filed 
for status as a woman in danger 
to the U.N. because of family 
issues which made her a higher 
priority and allowed the family 
to finally move, according to 
Basher.

Waya and her family also 
moved to the U.S. due to a civil 
war within South Sudan. 

“I was eight when we left and 
we went back and forth between 
Uganda and Kenya before end-
ing up in Egypt,” Waya said. “We 
applied for visas and ended up 
waiting there for three years.”

Waya, her mother, and old-
er sister were the only ones to 
make it to Egypt, according to 
Waya. Her four other siblings 
had been married off at a young 
age due to a tradition within 
South Sudan and Waya’s mother 
was unable to file paperwork for 
them because of the marriages. 
By the time Waya and her fam-
ily were resettled in the U.S. an-
other one of her sisters had been 
sent to Australia.

“They place you where it is 
most convenient and not where 
you want to go,” Waya said.

The Global Citizen Scholars 
began to focus on new Ameri-
cans, refugees and asylum seek-
ers because they believed it was 
an important topic. GCS mem-
bers worked with Viva La Casa, 
a temporary shelter in Buffalo, 
that cares for individuals dis-
placed from their home coun-
tries and are trying to find per-
manent residence in Canada, 
according to Director of Civic 

Engagement David Roncola-
to. GCS also worked with the 
Catholic Relief Services where 
they first witnessed the simu-
lation being implemented and 
thought it should be shared with 
Allegheny’s campus to bring 
more awareness surrounding 
refugees.

“I’ve talked to students who 
have refugee experience or have 
been displaced for other rea-
sons here at Allegheny and they 
lower their voice because it’s not 
something that the culture at 
Allegheny accepts or knows,” 
Roncolato said. “It’s not what an 
Allegheny student looks like.”

Daniel Larson, ’19, admitted 
he had been a person that did 
not know much about refugees 
until he became involved with 
GSC. Through the organiza-
tions work with Catholic Relief 
Services he was able to create 
sustainable relationship with 
refugees and learn their stories 
and the situations they had been 
in.

Larson, along with Jacob 
Gagliastri, ’19, were both part 
of the simulation and spoke in 
Spanish and French to show the 
language barriers most refugee 
face.

“These refugees are coming 
from various countries and are 
going to countries that might 
not speak their language and the 
refugee camp itself might be in a 
country that doesn’t speak their 
native tongue,” Larson said. 
“There’s an influx of language 
and stimuli and this simulation 
highlighted the difficulties and 
barriers refugees would face.”

Gagliastri mentioned the 
advantage learning French has 
given him, especially when in-
teracting with refugees because 
many do not speak English. 
While helping two refugees 
from the Congo write a resume, 
neither spoke English and he 
had to revert to French to help 
them. Gaglastri has also inter-
viewed refugee families and lis-
tened to their stories which has 
been one of the hardest parts for 
him.

“This woman said a quote 
that has stuck with me till this 
day and that’s ‘Life as a refugee, 
it’s like it’s in limbo,’” Gagliastri 
said.

Waya and Basheer also ex-
pressed how long the refugee 
process tasks and the language 
barrier accompanied with be-
ing a refugee. English is Waya’s 
third language, while the first is 

an African language. English is 
Basheer’s second, and at home 
he speaks Arabic, but even this 
causes difficulties because he 
speaks a Jordanian dialect of Ar-
abic and his older siblings speak 
Iraqi. Basha-Agha was also a 
refugee who fled from Iraq to 
Jordan and ended up in Amer-
ica, and he too spoke Arabic as 
his first language.

“You have two students here 
who came from nothing and 
wanted to make something of 
themselves,” Basha-Agha said. 
“We really need to understand 
that not all refugees and peo-
ple that come from this specific 
region are our enemies and we 
come here to try and make a 
better life for ourselves.”

REFUGEE from page 1
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Above: One student carries another to cross an obstacle faster during the refugee sim-
ulation in Shultz Banquet Hall on Tuesday, April 17, 2018. Below: Students cross an 
obstacle course made of rope to symbolize the hardships refugees face while traveling 
to refugee camps during the refugee simulation.

STEVEN HEINE/THE CAMPUS
Candidates in Pennsylvania’s 16th Congressional District’s Democratic primary election Chris Rieger, Ronald 
DiNicola and Rob Multari attend the forum held in Ford Memorial Chapel on Monday, April 16, 2018.
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CRIME BLOTTER

 
Editor’s Note: The weekly Crime Blotter is compiled using 

the Daily Crime Log available on the Office of Public Safety’s 
website. Crimes reported may still be under investigation. 

Crimes listed below are collected the Thursday before 
publication.

Oct. 21, 2017
Reported April 16, 2018

Residence Hall
Forcible Rape.

Jan. 7, 2018
Reported April 16, 2018

Residence Hall
Forcible Rape.

April 15, 2018
North Village II

Harassment.

April 15, 2018
Campus Center

Criminal Mischief. 
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 “He’s very interested gen-
erally in questions of secular-
ism, which is a very dominant 
theme in France in both po-
litical and public life. I think 
that his particular area of in-
terest fits very well with the 
international studies program 
and fits well with history and 
fits well with what we do here 
in this department. He’s truly 
someone who can step across 
different disciplines.”

Starczewski said he is look-
ing forward to teaching the 
new classes. Right now, he said 
he currently plans to keep the 
same classes Shapiro has. 

“It’s not the first time I’m 
teaching history,” Starczewski 
said. “I’ve taught history class-
es before. I actually have a 
master’s [degree] in history. 

It’s a topic I’m very interested 
in. When I was hired here, I 
think that because I had expe-
rience in history, both teach-
ing and academically, it was a 
good match.”

Although the international 
studies major is experiencing 
minimal changes, the depart-
ment has grown. For the first 
time in the Fall of 2017, inter-
national studies had an intro-
ductory course, according to 
Reeck. 

“I think that’s been very 
important in terms of having 
students begin to relate to each 
other as possible majors,” Reeck 
said. “They get to see each other’s 
faces.”

International Studies Ma-
jor Camila Gomez, ’19, said she 
does not foresee any changes as 

having a poor effect on the de-
partment. 

“I do foresee more classes 
being offered,” Gomez said. 
“For example, this year for the 
first time, they had an actu-
al international studies class 
… You can still graduate on 
time and meet all your re-
quirements as an internation-
al studies major focusing on 
France or as a French studies 
minor. It’s not like we’re in a 
gridlock moment.”

Binnington said he is con-
fident in the impact the re-
tiring professors will have on 
various departments. 

“I think they will have the 
impact that they were intend-
ed to have,” Binnington said.

The recommendation goes 
to the Senate, which votes on 
whether or not the punish-
ment should be given, accord-
ing to Venezia.

“In our opinion, there’s 
no point in having JRB if the 
rules committee can serve all 
of these same functions with-
out having another … staff,” 
Venezia said.

Class of 2020 President Ja-
son Ferrante said he did not 
think that was the only pur-
pose of JRB.

“Maybe one of the purpos-
es of JRB that we haven’t real-
ized is that it is somewhat of 
an outside check on our pow-
er,” Ferrante said.

Using the hypothetical 
example of a popular ASG 
member being accused of an 
infraction, Ferrante said that 
member may not receive due 
punishment because there 
will be no outside group to 
hold ASG members account-
able.

“My thinking is instead 
of removing JRB from the 
process, is there a way to 
strengthen JRB’s role in the 
process and remove the rules 
[committee’s] step we have to 
go through first?” Ferrante 
said.

Another concern raised by 
the idea of removing JRB is 
the possibility of someone on 
the rules committee having an 
infraction filed against them. 
Venezia responded to the 
concern with the assurance 
he could include a provision 
in the revised constitution.  

“It’s a provision I can put 
in through this committee,” 
Venezia said. “That somebody 
else, possibly the president, 
would then step in and serve 
as the head of the Rules Com-
mittee.”

Class of 2018 Vice Presi-
dent Zachary Javorsky agreed 
with Ferrante’s earlier point, 
saying he believed JRB should 
be made stronger.

“I think JRB is a mecha-
nism that instead of weak-
ening, we should actually 
strengthen, and take things 
out of the rules [committee] 
purview and put it under JRB 
specifically,” Javorsky said. 
“Then we have an actual, true, 
unbiased outside body to 
evaluate the constitutionality 
of [the organization].”

After discussing the pos-
sibility of removing JRB, 
Javorsky made a motion to 
deny the proposed chang-
es to the ASG constitution 
and instruct the rules com-
mittee to look at methods of 
strengthening JRB. The mo-
tion passed.

Along with the ASG con-
stitution, senators also looked 
at the MAPS constitution 
during the meeting.

MAPS President Tyanna 
Harris, ’19, said she wants 
the organization to focus 
on minority groups who are 
premedical students. She be-
lieves it will be a good focus 
group for incoming first-years 
and sophomores. Although 
MAPS would be similar to the 
Allegheny Pre-Health Club, 
Harris said she would rather 
work with the other premed-
ical club rather than compete 
with it.

“I don’t want it to be a sep-
aration,” Harris said. “One 
thing I would encourage peo-
ple who were interested in 
MAPS [to do] is to attend Pre-
Health [Club] because that’s 
the whole umbrella term is 
pre-health. [MAPS] is just a 
slight subdivision.”

The constitution passed its 

initial vote and will receive 
final confirmation during the 
next meeting.

At the end of the meeting, 
Javorsky said he plans to try to 
pass a resolution by the end of 
the year and wanted to listen 
to what other ASG members 
thought needed to be includ-
ed in the resolution.  

Among the suggestions 
offered by ASG, Ashely Leon-
ard, ’20, said she would like 
to see feminine products put 
into bathrooms across cam-
pus and Co-Director of Stu-
dent Affairs Travis Court, 
’18, said he wanted better 
transparency concerning the 
school’s remodeling plans.

“Everyone has the month-
ly visit if you’re a woman, and 
if you have class in Carnegie 
[Hall] and you live in [North 
Village], and you’re not able 
to get up [to North Village] 
quick enough between class-
es, and also the library,” Leon-
ard said. “That’s a concern I’ve 
heard from a lot of women 
this year.”

Court said he knew 
there was a lot of confusion 
amongst students concerning 
the changes being made to the 
Merriman Bookstore and the 
College Post Office and Mail-
ing Services.

Javorsky said he plans to 
speak with different peo-
ple about specific aspects to 
the resolution, including the 
course deletions that have 
been occurring recently at 
Allegheny and the possibili-
ty of extending the Winslow 
Health Center’s weekend 
hours. Javorsky said after 
speaking with other ASG 
members and students, he can 
propose the ideas to the ASG 
General Assembly again. 

ASG from page 1

The
C a m p u s

The Campus is currently accepting applications for a business 
manager and a web manager for next year.  Responsibilities as a 
business manager include managing the newspaper’s finances, 

budgeting, and generating ad revenue. Responsibilities as a web 
manager include maintaining The Campus website and sending 
out weekly reminder emails. Both will offer a variety of unique 

skills to add to your resumé. 

To apply, email 
parishm@allegheny.edu.  

Deadline: May 1, 2017, 12 p.m.

ADVERTISEMENT
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On April 8, Jimmy Kim-
mel, the noted comedian and 
late-night talk show host, de-
clared on his Twitter account 
he was ending a feud with Fox 
News regular Sean Hanni-
ty. According to USA Today, 
the Twitter feud between the 
two began as a result of a joke 
Kimmel made about First 
Lady Melania Trump’s accent. 

Hannity, an outspoken 
supporter of President Don-
ald Trump, immediately took 
exception with Kimmel’s 
comments, leading to a back-
and-forth in which Hanni-
ty termed Kimmel “Harvey 
Weinstein, Jr,” while Kimmel 
likened Hannity to a circus. 

In his declaratory tweet, 
Kimmel proclaimed “the level 
of vitriol from all sides (mine 
and me included) does noth-
ing good for anyone and, in 
fact, is harmful to our coun-
try.” 

Kimmel’s words immedi-
ately resonated with me. If 
you watch the news, have a 
Twitter account or converse 

with people in your commu-
nity, you would  know the 
American political climate 
has become increasingly po-
larized. 

The spat between Kimmel 
and Hannity highlights the 
growing divide between some 
Americans. This polariza-
tion has occurred along par-
ty lines, as the Pew Research 
Center has found.  

“An average 36-per-
centage-point gap between 
Republicans and Republi-
can-leaning independents 
and Democrats and Dem-
ocratic leaners,” the center 
found.  

However, as some Ameri-
cans drift further apart ideo-
logically, it is important for us 
to maintain a space for civil 
public discourse.

Obviously, this can be 
a challenge when Trump, 
shows no interest in doing so. 
Throughout his time in office 
and on the campaign trail, 
Trump has routinely used 
Twitter to excoriate mem-
bers of his own party: Liddle 
Bob Corker; members of the 
Democratic Party; Cryin’ 
Chuck Schumer; even mem-

bers of the media, like Mika 
Brzezinski and the media out-
lets CNN and the New York 
Times. 

While this behavior is un-
becoming of the most import-
ant civil service position in 
the world, Americans should 
take caution not to follow this 
lead. 

Even as Trump pursues 
a path of bitterness and 
close-mindedness, we as 
Americans must be willing to 
listen to those who disagree 
with us, and not target others 
simply based on their voting 
history. 

Like many Americans, I 
was shocked, angered and dis-
heartened by the news of yet 
another mass shooting. How-
ever, even as strong emotions 
are evoked, we must remain 
civil and willing to listen. 

With this in mind, I was 
disappointed to see the level 
of vitriol directed at  Flori-
da Republican Senator Mar-
co Rubio in the wake of the 
shooting. While Rubio has 
been supportive of the Na-
tional Rifle Association, he 
was willing to participate in 
a Town Hall hosted by CNN 

and, according CNN’s web-
site, has proposed legislation 
that would restrict firearm ac-
cess to dangerous persons. 

In spite of this, Rubio has 
been unfairly maligned in re-
cent speeches and the prom-
inent “March For Our Lives.” 
In sum, while we must remain 
dedicated to enacting positive 
change, we must not be will-
ing to vilify public officials 
who are willing to engage in 
public discourse. If we do, we 
will be left with leaders who 
have no interest in being civil.

In addition, and though 
I am personally opposed to 
much of the rhetoric and pol-
icies put forth by Trump, it is 
simply unfair to cast all Trump 
voters as bigots. As the un-
likely election of Trump and 
movement of Bernie Sanders 
in the Democratic prima-
ry suggest, many Americans 
have become disillusioned 
with a political establishment 
they feel has failed them. 

To quote Senator Claire 
McCaskill who was quoted 
in Newsweek, “frustration 
is a powerful motivator and 
if you’ve played by the rules 
and worked hard all your life 

and you’re further behind this 
year than you were 10 years 
ago, no wonder you want 
something completely differ-
ent.” 

As McCaskill’s statement 
represents, we must recognize 
the needs of many Americans 
who feel they have been ne-
glected, even if they disagree 
with us.

At Allegheny, we can play 
a large role in maintaining 
this civility. Each year, we 
award a Prize for Civility in 
Public Life that “seeks to hon-
or public figures who have 
demonstrated steadfast civili-
ty throughout their career or 
have shown authentic, coura-
geous civility at an important 
moment in time.” 

Last year, Supreme Court 
Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
and Antonin Scalia, both 
friends but ideological oppo-
sites, won the prize. In 2016, 
then Vice President Joe Biden 
and Senator John McCain re-
ceived the prize. 

These honorees exem-
plify that even though we 
may strongly disagree with 
our counterparts, we do not 
have to disrespect them. In 

the spirit of this award, I was 
happy to be in the audience 
for a debate held between the 
College Democrats and Col-
lege Republicans in early De-
cember. As a community, we 
must continue to hold events 
like this. We must continue to 
listen to both sides, and must 
always remember that we are 
all Americans. 

This is not to say we should 
not condemn racism, sexism, 
or any other form of discrim-
ination. We should always be 
willing and able to call out 
those who blatantly express 
hatred — as Trump failed to 
do after Charlottesville. 

However, when oppos-
ing arguments are presented 
in a respectful, civil manner, 
we must be willing to en-
gage in a conversation with-
out resorting to hyperbole or 
name-calling.

As Atticus Finch claimed, 
“you never really understand 
a person until you consider 
things from his point of view.” 
Even as we hurl towards po-
litical polarization, be willing 
to listen to the views of those 
who disagree with you. In the 
end, we are all Americans.

Words change over time, 
and the term liberal arts is no 
different. Although its origins 
reach back to ancient Greece, 
what constituted a liberal ed-
ucation then would not pass 
at an American college today. 
Therefore, at a moment when 
Allegheny has redefined its 
curricular priorities, it seems 
necessary to ask: what should 
a liberal arts education entail?  

To begin, a liberal arts ed-
ucation should ensure that a 
student learns where he is. 

Domestically, this means 
he must familiarize himself 
with the organization of soci-
ety. From civic clubs, to town 
councils; from the county to 
the state; all the way to the 
federal government, a student 
should learn how society is 
ordered. He must learn about 
the laws and institutions that 
govern the land he inhabits. 

Exploring beyond the bor-
ders of one’s own country, he 
should then seek an acquain-
tance with foreign nations. 
What other forms of govern-
ment exist? How else can a 
society be ordered? What do 
other people value and what 
languages do they speak? For 
a liberal education, one must 
be aware there are alternative 
ways to live in this world. 

Political science, econom-
ics, international studies and 
foreign languages all work to 
serve this goal. These disci-
plines ensure a student can 
orient himself in this world, 

and therefore understand and 
operate in it.

Equally vital to this is a 
student’s understanding of 
the natural world. Physics can 
teach one about the origins 
of the cosmos while neuro-
science can teach one about 
the structure of neurons in 
the brain. Biology, chemistry, 
computer science and mathe-
matics all join in this pursuit. 
The natural sciences reveal 
the world to a student, and 
show him how it functions 
and interacts on every level. 

With this knowledge of 
where he is, a student now 
knows about the universe 
and can more appropriately 
envision his place within it. It 
gives one perspective.

 Carl Sagan said “Our 
posturings, our imagined 
self-importance, the delusion 
that we have some privileged 
position in the universe,” are 
all challenged by the study 
of astronomy. Cicero knew 
science could have that effect 
on man’s mind, “For what can 
seem of consequence in hu-
man affairs to a man who is 
acquainted with all eternity 

and the vastness of the uni-
verse?”

A knowledge of how the 
world works coupled with an 
appropriate sense of scale and 
proportion is the first step in 
achieving a liberal education. 

In addition to making sure 
a student knows where he is, 
it is equally vital for a liberal 
arts education to teach a stu-
dent “when he is.” 

This is of supreme impor-
tance, since the world he in-
habits cannot be fully under-
stood without considering its 
history.

Some say history re-
peats itself; others say it only 
rhymes. Either way, Karl 
Weintraub was correct when 
he said “Aside from it being an 
utterly foolish thing to do, you 
simply do not have the right 
to neglect the work of your 
forefathers. Past generations 
have a valid right to be heard 
and respected. Without the 
support they lend to your life, 
you would simply fall back 
into the most primitive state.”

The role of those who 
came before in a liberal edu-
cation is vital. The world the 
student seeks to understand 
was inherited from them. It 
is the product of their labor; 
their triumphs and failures; 
their genius and cruelties. To 
understand this world, it is 
therefore necessary a student 
understands how it came to 
be. 

History and religious stud-
ies gives this understanding 
to a student. What motivated 
people, how did they see the 
world, what did they get right, 
and where did they go wrong? 

L.P. Hartley might have 

said, “The past is a foreign 
country; they do things dif-
ferent there,” while G.K. 
Chesterton quipped, “The 
past is not what it was,” but all 
are helpless without a proper 
understanding of what came 
before them.

So what next? First, the stu-
dent finds himself within space, 
and then he identifies his spot 
in time, and then what? This is 
the foundation that finally al-
lows him to turn within.

“Know thyself ” was em-
blazoned across the Delphi 
oracle’s temple. Socrates spent 
his life provoking the intro-
spection of his interlocutors, 
likening himself to a gadfly. 
If one understands the or-
igin of Western education 
to be Plato’s Academy, then 
self-knowledge is the ultimate 
aim of the liberal arts. 

This is no small task. To 
examine one’s self is not easy, 
since everyone lives a life 
of contradictions and para-
doxes. But equipped with a 
liberal arts education, one is 
prepared to undertake the 
challenge. This is the role of 
literature and philosophy. 

Reading the greatest plays, 
books, dialogues and essays 
gives students an understand-
ing of who they are. This is 
because, as Emerson said, 
a work only becomes great 
when the audience sees them-
selves in it.

“Familiar as the voice of 
the mind is to each, the high-
est merit we ascribe to Moses, 
Plato, and Milton is, that they 
set at naught books and tra-
ditions, and spoke not what 
men but what they thought,” 
he wrote.

A great work becomes a 
mirror for the student, and 
through it he will better un-
derstand who he is. With this, 
his understanding of difficult 
but consequential concepts 
like virtue, justice and grace 
can begin to form. 

It is this education that pre-
pares the student to take on a 
fulfilling life of responsibility 
in the world, and when grad-
uation approaches, this liberal 
education will be all he has, as 
Henry Baldwin told the Al-
legheny students of 1840. 

“You must soon lose the 
staff on which you have rest-
ed for support, and with the 
world before you, stand ready 
to encounter its vicissitudes 
which will attend your course 
through life, trusting to your 
own efforts when friends and 
aid may be far away.”

A liberal arts education is a 
very special thing. It prepares 
students for this undertaking, 
enriches their lives and makes 
sacred much in the world 
which would have otherwise 
remained meaningless.

But a dispassionate look at 
the recent changes to Alleghe-
ny’s curriculum calls its liber-
al arts mission into question. 

The dissolving of the art 
history program; medieval 
and renaissance studies mi-
nor; German major; and the 
reduction of faculty in history, 
political science, english, phi-
losophy and religious studies 
all serve as the backdrop to 
the introduction of new ma-
jors that are career oriented 
such as business, and the bol-
stering of the pre-med track.  
These changes are matched 
by the addition of two new 

sports teams, and major ren-
ovations to the campus’s ser-
vices and facilities. 

This is clear shift away 
from the liberal arts, as the 
college will no longer be able 
to offer to students what it 
once considered vital.

The school does not exist 
in a vacuum, and although 
the hyper-competitive career 
world may seem an inhospi-
table place for a liberal arts 
education, perhaps that is 
only the result of liberal arts 
institutions struggling to ar-
ticulate the virtue and value 
of the liberal arts to prospec-
tive students and their future 
employers. 

Doing so is difficult, but 
necessary. To abandon the 
core of the liberal arts tra-
dition in order to acclimate 
to the constant trends and 
changes of modern times only 
ensures an educational pro-
gram remains in a perpetual 
state of transition and adjust-
ment.

Describing what a liberal 
arts education entails is no 
easy task. This article set out 
to do so, and opinions will 
differ, but Pietro Vergerio was 
unequivocal about what he 
saw as its central aim:

“We call those studies lib-
eral which are worthy of a free 
man; those studies by which 
we attain and practice virtue 
and wisdom; that education 
which calls forth, trains and 
develops those highest gifts 
of body and of mind which 
ennoble men, and which are 
rightly judged to rank next in 
dignity to virtue only.”

The priorities of an insti-
tution need not be zero sum, 
but the allocation of resources 
must be. The faculty and staff 
leaving the college this year 
will be deeply missed. Those 
who remain will continue on, 
carrying the legacy of those 
who leave along with them. 

They will strive to continue 
delivering a liberal arts educa-
tion at Allegheny, but it will 
not be of the depth, breadth 
and quality it once was. 

State of civility in a turbulent era
Why patience and decency are vital to the American project

By ANDREW MURPHY
Contributing Writer
murphya@allegheny.edu

Leaving the liberal arts tradition
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A  look  inside: Allegheny Information Technology

Lyrid meteor shower visibility to peak over weekend

By OLIVIA BLAKESLEE
Junior Science/International Editor
blakesleeo@allegheny.edu

A recent campus-wide is-
sue with Apple devices chal-
lenged the IT department fol-
lowing an update that caused 
a disconnect between Apple 
devices and the college’s wire-
less system. 

Many of the college’s 1,931 
students, as well as faculty and 
staff, have the iPhones, Macs 
and iPads affected by this up-
date, and the IT department 
was called upon to ensure 
that technology-dependent 
campus life would continue 
smoothly.

“It didn’t match with the 
certificates on our system 
compared to what theirs was 
requiring so we had to make 
an adjustment on our end,” 
said Doug Varee, user support 
specialist and classroom lead. 
“That happens periodically, 
and we don’t know about it 
until they put it out.”

Varee is one of four mem-
bers of the user services team. 
The user services branch of 
the IT department is what 
many students know as IT, 
which is a group of support 
specialists and Head of Access 
Services Aimee Reash. 

“For the most part, we’re 
seen as the people that take 
care of problems,” Reash said. 
“User services is in charge of 
making sure that all the peo-
ple on campus are support-
ed and that their technology 
needs are heard and at least 
investigated, if not supported 
and resolved.”

These technology needs 
range from students connect-
ing an Xbox or PlayStation to 
the wireless network to as-
sisting employees with data 
backup. The staff at user ser-
vices assists in setting up the 
hardware necessary for video 
conferences and interviews, 
resolving difficulties with Al-
legheny accounts and pass-
words, transferring phone 
lines and ensuring devices 
can connect to the internet.

“It is a lot,” Reash said. 
“We’re constantly getting 
tickets for various things and 
people call and come into the 
building for help as well.”

Reash is in charge of “main-
taining the group” made up of 
Tim Healy, technology man-
ager, and three user support 
specialists — Andrew McMil-
lin, Phil Reinhart, who is also 
residence hall network and 
services administrator, and 
Varee, who is responsible for 
maintaining technology spe-
cific to campus classrooms.

“We’re kind of broke up 
as far as who does what, like 
[McMillin and Healy] do the 
building and computers as 
far as putting on windows 
and antivirus along with Phil 
Reinhart, same thing,” Varee 
said. “I handle everything that 
is put in the podiums — DVD 
players, CDs, there’s amplifi-
ers, there’s switchers, there’s 
the keypads on top, projectors 
and connecting all the links in 
between.”

Varee’s daily tasks involve 
going from building to build-
ing and having, whenever 
possible, an immediate re-
sponse time, Varee said. 

“If I don’t get there on time 
for whatever is not working, 
there’s usually a whole class 
sitting there doing nothing, so 
I try to get there right away,” 
Varee said. 

Each member of the user 
services team focuses on a dif-
ferent area, but they also work 
together to ensure the “front-
line support” and main point 
of student contact, the front 
desk in the Lawrence Lee 
Pelletier Library, is running 
smoothly, according to Varee.

“We overlap, we cover for 
each other if someone is out, 
you know, we have enough 
knowledge that we can at least 
band-aid things until the right 
person comes back and fixes it 
correctly,” Varee said.

While every day is differ-
ent, work at the desk mostly 
involves students coming in 
with issues related to printing, 
wireless and online accounts, 
Varee said. The recent Apple 
updates presented an increase 
is these student issues.

User services’ updates 
don’t end with Apple. The 
team is currently in the pro-
cess of moving its equipment 
from Murray Hall, its former 
base, to Pelletier Library, as 

well as undergoing changes in 
staff. 

“I can see it weighing on 
them, that until they get their 
stuff moved to Pelletier, it’s 
been tough for them,” Reash 
said. “Currently, all they have 
here is a desk at the info desk 
and very tiny office with a 
couple of supplies.”

Much of the remaining 
workbenches and other sup-
plies utilized by the user ser-
vices team still needs to be 
moved from Murray, accord-
ing to Reash.

“So they’re having the add-
ed pressure of not only sup-
porting every individual on 
campus, but also working in 
two places and that just, you 
know, adds time and stress 
and frustration to some de-
gree,” Reash said.

Changes in the number of 
staff and their specific tasks 
are still in the works, Varee 
said.

“It really doesn’t change 
our jobs a whole lot, other 
than one of the people in our 
[immediate] department is 
leaving,” Varee said. “If they 
replace him, great, then we 
can maybe just do some shift-
ing and make it a little bit eas-
ier on everybody. If not, then 
we’re all going to have to pick 
up some extra work.”

In addition to changes in 
staff and location, Reash said 
user services is considering 
a change in name, as the de-
partment now encompasses 
inter-library loan and circula-
tion as well as the IT branch.

“We’re leaning toward 
Public Services for LITS, 
which is Library and Informa-
tion Technology Services, but 
not a lot of people on campus 
know what LITS means, so 
Public Services implies pos-
sibly, to the outside person, 
admissions, financial aid, you 
know counseling, it could im-
ply a million different things, 
right?” Reash said. “So I’m 
trying to think thoughtfully 
about what we should call this 
combined department.”

The IT department, until 
recently, was made up of three 
distinct branches — user ser-
vices, enterprise services and 
technical and network ser-
vices. In July, however, enter-
prise services and TNS ser-
vices will officially merge to 
form one enterprise service.

“It’s part of retirements 
that are happening in July,” 
said Jason Ramsey, associate 
director of ITS. “Once every-
one that is planning on retir-
ing in July has retired, then 
it becomes completely Enter-
prise Services. So it’s in transi-
tion right now.”

Ramsey said the recent 
Apple update is one example 
of the way enterprise services’ 
role is evolving.

“Old enterprise services 
would not have been remote-
ly involved other than the fact 
that we had to reset our iP-
hones and find out how to do 
that,” Ramsey said. “Folks in 
what was TNS, now Enterprise 
Services, worked out the best 
course to making that update.”

Ramsey said Enterprise 
Services worked quickly to as-
sess campus needs related to 
the Apple device update issue 
and introduce a solution that 
best benefitted the campus as 
a whole.

“I’m really happy with how 
that was thought through to 
kind of balance that, how long 
can we make folks wait until 
they’re able to log on, given 
that this is a new situation,” 
Ramsey said. “From what I’ve 
heard, it feels like it went pret-
ty well.”

What goes “pretty well,” 
though, is generally what 
people aren’t talking about, 
according to Ramsey.

“If we can stay on top of 
it before anyone notices any-
thing, then we’ve done our 
job,” Ramsey said.

Much of the rest of the job 
is also behind the scenes, ac-
cording to Ramsey, and the 
part of their work that most 
directly connects to student 
life is WebAdvisor. 

“So, behind WebAdvisor is 
really all the systems that the 
college uses to function and 
to manage their work,” Ram-
sey said.

These functions vary from 
student-related tasks, like or-
ganizing meal plans and fi-
nancial aid, to keeping track 
of alumni and donations. We-
bAdvisor, and therefore En-
terprise Services, is also con-
nected to transcripts, grading, 
class registration and putting 
new majors online Ramsey 
said. 

The athletic department is 

also connected to Enterprise 
Services and uses WebAdvi-
sor to monitor NCAA eligi-
bility.

“Pretty much every depart-
ment comes up. The needs 
come to us through avenues, 
and each one of those busi-
ness offices, and each one of 
those offices need support on 
how can they handle that in-
ternally,” Ramsey said. “They 
come to us to figure out what’s 
the best way that they can do 
their jobs.”

The form Enterprise Ser-
vices’ support takes has 
changed as much of the in-
frastructure that was once 
provided directly by on-cam-
pus IT has been largely out-
sourced in recent years.

“One of the things that 
you would have had happen 
in the past is that most col-
leges would have run their 
own email system,” Ramsey 
said. “At a certain point, plac-
es like Google and Microsoft 
just started doing it, doing it 
cheaply, doing it faster and 
better than we could keep up 
with.”

As these changes have aris-
en, Enterprise Services has 
turned to what it can do best 
— knowing Allegheny and 
what Allegheny needs.

“So that’s a big part of what 
we do is just being out there 
and being aware of what’s 
happening in the communi-
ty,” Ramsey said.

Enterprise Services will 
continue its efforts to be aware 
campus issues while staying in 
Murray Hall as User Services 
moves to Pelletier Library. As 
commencement approaches, 
Ramsey said the Enterprise 
Services team will, unlike 
User Services, actually have 
a brief lull in activity before 
summer work begins. 

 “It’s generally the times 
that you would think are su-
per busy in the academic year, 
tends to be the time we can af-
ford to take a vacation because 
everyone’s just so busy with 
move-in, or with commence-
ment, or those big things,” 
Ramsey said. “It gets real qui-
et on our side of things as long 
as nothing breaks, which we 
have a pretty good record on.”

By ELLIS GIACOMELLI
Science/International Editor
giacomellie@allegheny.edu

Shooting stars evoke a 
sense of magic, a sense of 
wonder and are often wished 
upon by hopeful dreamers. 
When one wishes upon a 
shooting star, they are wish-
ing upon a meteor. Before a 
meteor is ever wished upon, 
though, it originates from a 
different celestial object — a 
comet.

Every 415 years, the comet 
Thatcher orbits the sun — no 
person currently on Earth 
has ever seen or ever will 
see Thatcher, at least not as a 
comet. 

As the sun eroded the icy 
dust of Thatcher, small dust 
particles trailed behind it in 
streaks of light, which are 
visible from the Earth each 
year as those particles pass 
through the Earth’s orbit, ac-
cording to Professor of Phys-
ics Daniel Willey.

It is these streaks of light 
that are known as meteors, 
Willey said, and can be seen 
on any given night from a 
number of different comets. 
Thatcher’s debris specifically 
creates what is called a Lyrid 
meteor shower, an annual dis-
play of meteors in late April.

This year, the Lyrid meteor 
shower has been visible this 
past week, and will be most 
visible in the early morning 

hours of April 22 and 23, 
when the thickest amount of 
dust passes through Earth’s 
orbit, according to Willey.

Willey compared the expe-
rience of looking up at the sky 
to witnessing natural events 
and catching fireflies.

“Why look at the sunrise, 
you know?” Willey said. “It’s 
neat to get to see things.”

Meteor showers are often 
named because their meteors 
appear to be coming from a 
particular constellation or 
location in space. Willey said 
the annual November Leonid 
meteor shower, for example, 
appears to emerge from the 
constellation Leo.

For the Lyrid meteor 
shower, “Their radiant — the 
point in the sky from which 
the Lyrids appear to come 
from — is the constellation 
Lyra, the harp,” according to 
the NASA Solar System Ex-
ploration website.

Six main stars form Lyra’s 
basic shape, which can be 
seen here in western Penn-
sylvania and the Northern 
Hemisphere from now until 
the fall.

The NASA Solar System 
Exploration website address-
es misconceptions about the 
relationship between meteors 
and constellations, clarifying, 
“The constellation is not the 
source of the meteors.”  

An additional common 
misunderstanding about 

meteors, Willey explained, 
involves the distinction be-
tween meteors and meteorites 
— a meteor is a comet’s tail 
of dust burning in the Earth’s 
atmosphere and visible from 
Earth, and a meteorite is a 
larger piece of debris that falls 
to the Earth, usually from 
something like an asteroid.

Travis Court, ’18, the 2017-
18 president of the Allegheny 
College Astronomy Club, said 
he saw his first meteor shower 
when he was around 9-years-
old in Pymatuning State Park 
in Jamestown, Pennsylvania. 
Court said that first meteor 
shower experience was not 
necessarily the reason he “fell 
in love” with astronomy, but 
that he does think about it 
often.

Court said he hopes to 
be an astronomer and study 
computation of stars, which 
involves combining particles 
to simulate stars and observe 
interactions between different 
simulated stars.

Computation is just one of 
many areas of astronomical 
study, and Court emphasized 
even within computation 
their are several other sub-
fields. For instance, another 
type of computation involves 
studying the interactions of 
entire solar systems. 

“It’s impressive how spe-
cific some of the things get,” 
Court said.  

One does not need to be 

an aspiring astronomer to 
witness wonders of the uni-
verse, however. Both Willey 
and Court said the Lyrid me-
teor shower can be seen this 
weekend if nights are dark 
and clear. 

Court suggested Woodcock 
Lake Park as one of the best 
places in the area to see the 
shower. The shower may also 
be seen at Robertson Athletic 
Complex, but Court said the 
light pollution from the city of 
Meadville may interfere with 
viewing there, and Woodcock 
is likely the better option.

You may not see as many 
meteors as you might antici-
pate or hope, Willey said, but 
if skies are clear, you should 
be able to see something.

“If you want to see these 
things, you have to be willing 
to stay up late, which is not 
something I’m good at, and 
be patient,” Willey said.

Area seven-day weather 
forecasts for April 21 through 
23 indicate partly cloudy 
skies, so viewing conditions 
may not be ideal, but mete-
ors will still appear to radiate 
from Lyra even if they are 

hidden behind clouds. Know-
ing the meteors are shooting 
through the sky as one sleeps 
or prepares for their morn-
ing is part of the extraordi-
nary feeling of living within a 
much larger world.   

“I think it’s sort of the 
same as why we are so inter-
ested in the oceans,” Court 
said. “There’s just so much out 
there that we don’t know, and 
space is something that ev-
eryone, at some point in their 
life, they’ve looked up and just 
thought, ‘Wow, this is incred-
ible.’”

They come to us to 
figure out what’s the 
best way that they 
can do their jobs.

“ “

Jason Ramsey
Associate Director of ITS

Contributed by CREATIVE COMMONS CCO
The recent Apple update caused a disconnect to the 
wireless network for, among other devices, iPhones and 
MacBooks.

Contributed by ISLAM HASSAN/Flickr.com
At bottom center, a meteor from the Lyrid meteor shower streaks across the sky in 
Cairo, Egypt on April 25, 2015.
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In the horror film, “A Qui-
et Place,” there is no talking, 
no music — no sound what-
soever. The key to survival is 
silence. Directed by John Kra-
sinski, “A Quiet Place” gives 
audiences a terrifying cinema 
experience filled with sus-
pense, thrills and a plot that 
will make you want to scream.

“A Quiet Place” redefines 
the horror genre. Rather 
than relying on jump scares 
and eerie music, the smallest 
noise offers the biggest scare 
and drives the movie’s plot. 
For a movie about silence, this 
movie is making a great deal 
of noise in the cinema world. 
After its release on April 6, 
“A Quiet Place” earned a 95 
percent rating on Rotten To-
matoes. 

Krasinski plays Lee Abbot 
the husband of Emily Blunt’s 
character, Evelyn Abbot. The 
two parents are forced to live 

in silence as they try to raise 
and protect their children 
from deadly, blind creatures 
who hunt you if they hear 
you.

The film opens with the 
family rummaging through 
an abandoned convenience 
store. Filled with abandoned 
toys, unopened medicine 
and a scarce food supply, the 
family rummages through 
the store and collects goods 
to take back to their farm-
house. While walking back 
on a sand-covered path, the 
Abbot’s youngest son, Beau, 
places batteries in a rocket 
that immediately starts to 
make automated sounds and 
reveals the Abbot’s location. 

Krasinski attempts to run 
to his son in order to take the 
batteries out of the device, but 
he fails to make it in time. A 
creature flashes across the 
screen and kills the child in a 
quick but vicious attack while 
the rest of the family agonizes 
in silence.

Having not seen any pre-

views prior to seeing this 
movie, I was extremely con-
fused as to why nobody was 
supposed to make noise, and 
the film does a great job at 
leaving viewers in the dark 
when it comes to the plot’s 
backstory.

The first 10 minutes are 
confusing as the family gath-
ers supplies in silence. It is not 
until Beau is murdered that 
the plot starts to make sense. 

Beau’s death adds to the 
plot and creates a backstory, 
but I could not help but won-
der why the family thought it 
was a good idea to leave their 
youngest member at the back 
of the line without any super-
vision or protection, espe-
cially when the risk of death 
was so high. Little kids make 
noise, and I feel like a little 
more supervision would have 
helped the Abbots avoid this.

The movie jumps ahead 
to the Abbot’s farm. Lined 
with lights, soundproofed and 
rigged with fireworks, their 
house seems like the perfect 

place to be during a time of 
crisis, but the film’s events 
take a turn for the worst as the 
plot progresses.

Krasinski appears to be 
the perfect father. He does 
everything he can to protect 
his family — teaching his 
son, Marcus, how to catch 
and hunt for food and craft-
ing hearing aids for his deaf 
daughter, Reagan. The chil-
dren have toys, their mother 
teaches them lessons they 
would have learned in school 
and they entertain themselves 
at night by covering their 
bedroom walls in newspaper 
to add insulation and sound-
proofing to their farmhouse 
bunker. 

In a world consumed by 
silence and fear, the Abbots 
seem to be living a slightly 
modified American Dream.

However, in a world where 
silence is key, a mother in la-
bor and crying newborn are 
the most lethal and noisy en-
tities to have.

After its slow start, the 

movie crams all the action 
into ten minutes. Lee and 
Marcus go on a teaching ex-
pedition, but Reagan, con-
sumed with guilt over the 
death of her brother, angerley 
runs away from home to visit 
Beau’s grave. 

Evelyn is now stranded 
alone at home, so naturally, 
she goes into labor as a crea-
ture invades their farm as a 
result of a scream she made 
after stepping on a nail while 
doing laundry. 

I never considered being 
able to scream during child-
birth a luxury until I watched 
Evelyn deliver her baby in 
silence while fearing for her 
and her child’s lives.

Events begin to speed up, 
Lee reunites with his wife 
and newborn son; however, 
the other two Abbot children 
are lost and trapped in a silo, 
only to be saved by the signals 
echoing from Reagan’s hear-
ing aid. 

Once Lee reunites with his 
children, he makes one final 

effort to protect them before 
being killed by one of the 
creatures.

Amidst the violent killings 
and suspense, familial love, 
forgiveness and the impor-
tance of innovation are dis-
played throughout the film.

“A Quiet Place” has a 
unique storyline — unde-
veloped as its backstory may 
be — it had a lot of potential. 
While I think Krasinski made 
the choice to kill some of the 
wrong characters, the movie 
forces you to think about the 
power of sound, voice and 
communication. 

Overall, the film delivers 
a decent and creative story 
filled with suspense, action 
and a wide variety of themes, 
but the ending is a flop. I had 
high expectations only to be 
left with a horror movie that 
ends with a whisper not with 
a scream. 

The International Crimi-
nal Court was developed in 
the 1990s to “hold account-
able those who commit inter-
national crimes such as war 
crimes,” according to former 
chief prosecutor of the Special 
Court of Sierra Leone David 
Crane. In addition to war 
crimes, international criminal 
law was created to prosecute 
national heads of state who 
commit genocide, crimes 
against humanity or crimes of 
aggression. 

At Allegheny College, 
Professor of Political Science 
Shanna Kirschner has been 
teaching a short course on in-
ternational criminal law. On 
Monday, April 16, students 
taking the course participated 
in a town hall in Quigley Au-
ditorium on the controversies 
surrounding the subject. 

The students chose what 
topics they wanted to focus 
on and were divided into 
four groups, according to 
Kirschner. The first explored 
whether the ICC was biased 
or not, since the majority of 
trials and prosecutions have 
taken place in Africa.

“The largest advocate that 
[says] the ICC’s bias is Ken-
ya,” Katrina Steckler, ’19, said. 
“And ever since the ICC is-
sued a warrant for the arrest 
of president al-Bashir of Su-
dan in 2009, many African 
countries have pushed this 
idea of bias, and have been 
the forefront runners of want-
ing to separate from the ICC.”

While some point to the 
large presence the ICC has 
had in Africa, others refute 
the claim that the ICC is bi-
ased for a number of reasons, 
according to Steckler. They 
have a limited jurisdiction, 
meaning they can only pros-
ecute certain types of crimes, 
and many of the prosecutors 
within the ICC have African 
decent. 

Focus then shifted from 
who the ICC decides to pros-
ecute to how they are able to 
do so. The second group of 
students investigated how the 
ICC holds any power without 
an independent enforcement 
mechanism. 

“Citing the Rome Statute, 
countries agree to effectively 
be the enforcement for the 
ICC,” Gabe McIntire, ’20, said. 

The Rome Statute is the 
treaty that created the ICC, 
and was adopted on July 1, 
2002. Members of the town 
hall raised the question of 
whether or not there should 
be an absence of an enforce-

ment body.   
Students presented vari-

ous arguments for why the 
ICC can operate without an 
independent enforcement 
mechanism. Often times, the 
people want justice because 
of the atrocities committed 
by their leaders. Also, others 
argued the development of 
such a mechanism would be 
incredibly expensive and have 
other logistical challenges, 
like deciding who would be in 
charge of such a force. 

“We also feel like the obvi-
ous solution to this would be 
to create an international po-
lice force,” McIntire said. “We 
just don’t think that’s realistic 
because we don’t feel like most 
countries would be able to be 
governed by an international 
police force, because who’s 
in charge of the police force, 
who provides the troops, who 
would pay for it?”

However, other concerns 
were addressed at the town 
hall that displayed the neces-
sity to have a body that can 
enforce international crimi-
nal law. 

For example, when al-
Bashir attended a conference 
in South Africa, he was not 
arrested despite being found 
guilty of genocide by the ICC. 
South Africa had signed the 
Rome Statute, but refused to 
arrest al-Bashir because they 
did not have jurisdiction.

Heads of state like al-
Bashir, Charles Taylor and 
many others have been tried 
and found guilty by the ICC 
since it was enacted in 2002. 
The next question students 
explored was who should be 
held responsible for these 
crimes, since most of the kill-
ings were ordered by heads of 
state, and not physically con-
ducted by them. 

Included in the Rome Stat-
ute was “superior responsi-
bility,” which stated military 
leaders were responsible for 
crimes committed by their 
troops, according to Adam 
Miller, ’18. 

“The things that make 
them qualified to be tried 
would be that they knew of 
the crimes, or that they should 
have known about the crimes 
being committed,” Miller said. 
In addition to this, fail to take 
reasonable action to prevent 
the crimes or to report it to 
their superiors.”

Some students argued 
being in a position of pow-
er justifies the responsibility 
leaders have over their troops 
and the crimes they commit. 
Issues of practicality were also 
brought up, as Crane pointed 
out prosecuting one leader 
is much more realistic than 
100,000 troops. 

Counter arguments stated 
both leaders and their troops 
should be held responsible, 
since not prosecuting those 
who physically committed the 
acts does not send the right 
message to others who may 
cause harm in the future. 

The last group present-
ed about the tradeoffs be-
tween justice and peace in 
countries the ICC prosecutes 
heads of state or members of 
the military. Trevor Mahan, 
’21, explained a couple of the 
tradeoffs, like reconciliation 
versus prosecution.  

 “You want to make sure 
that people are being prose-
cuted and getting that justice 
that they deserve,” Mahan 
said. “But at the same time 
you want to make sure that 
the victims are moving on, 
[and] are reconciling with the 
process.”

As victims move on, their 
safety should be considered as 
well, according to Mahan. 

“Ultimately, another 
tradeoff is the safety of vic-
tims and perpetrators,” Mah-
an said. “You don’t want more 
chaos coming about. After 
atrocities happen, you have 
victims who are in fear of their 
lives still because these small-
er men are still out there.”

The town hall began with 
questions on how “interna-
tional justice is conducted 
on the ground,” according 
to Kirschner. It moved on to 
explore larger questions like 
“what is the legal process in 
the international sphere,” and 
“is this the best way to ap-
proach questions of crimes 
against humanity.” 

“The first couple of groups 
were thinking about narrower 
questions about how the ICC 
itself functions,” Kirschner 
said. “Our latter groups were 
asking bigger questions about 
how international criminal 
law and how international 
justice is conceptualized and 
is carried out.” 

Political science class debates 
International Criminal Court

By MATTHEW STEINBERG
Features Editor
steinbergm@allegheny.edu

‘A Quiet Place’ redefines the horror movie genre 
By MARLEY PARISH
Editor-in-Chief  
parishm@allegheny.edu

You want to make 
sure that people are 
being prosecuted and 
getting that justice 
that they deserve.

“

“

Trevor Mahan
Class of 2021

This classical retelling of 
a fall of a city will have you 
falling asleep. “Troy: Fall of 
a City” is a new Netflix orig-
inal series based on the Tro-
jan War set in the thirteenth 
century B.C. The show was 
in co production with BBC 
One and Netflix, so BBC 
could air the show in the 
United Kingdom and Netflix 
could air it internationally. 
The series has one season, 
which should honestly stay 
that way, and consists of 
eight hour-long episodes. 

Being a fan of “The Iliad,” 
I was thrilled to see a TV 
show on the Trojan War. I 
am a big fan of historical TV 
shows and this show should 
have added nicely to the 
other historical Netflix orig-
inals, such as “The Crown,” 
“The Last Kingdom” and 
“Medici: Masters of Flor-
ence.” Netflix was lacking 
in the Greco-Roman clas-
sic genre, and I had hoped 
this show would add to the 
group.

“Troy: Fall of the City” 
follows the love story of Par-
is and Helen of Troy and the 
ensuing war caused by their 
love affair. The show is the 
retelling of the Trojan War 
and generally takes most of 
its information from “The 
Iliad,” written by the classi-
cal author, Homer. The show 
features multiple characters, 
like Paris, Agamemnon, 
Cassandra and the gods 
and goddesses of Olympus. 
Even with this strong plot, 

the show fails to deliver 
an amazing account of the 
Trojan War.   

The storyline and the 
cast is what drew me into 
this show, especially when I 
watched the trailer. I bare-
ly made it through the first 
episode and had to force my 
way to at least the middle of 
the series before I quit. All I 
got out of this show was dis-
appointment and boredom, 
and I was not the only one to 
feel this way. 

Rotten Tomatoes has it 
rated at 67 percent, and not 
many critics have anything 
good to say about. Many 
agree the show was medio-
cre and there was still a lot 
of work to do before it was 
anything praiseworthy.  

“‘Troy: Fall of a City’, 
a reworking of the oldest 
drive-by in history, is so 
far removed from anything 
Sophocles might recognise, 
they should have named it 
The Real Housewives of Ili-
um.” Long said.

Imagine it, a retelling 
of the Trojan War but as a 
modern reality TV show. I 
would give a huge wooden 
horse to see that. Someone 
should definitely get VH1 
on this. 

Personally, my biggest 
issue with the entire series, 
especially right at the begin-
ning in episode one, is that 
it is a rushed mess. Right off 
the bat, in the first episode, 
some much occurs that I was 
left wondering what the hell 
just happened in the span of 
60 minutes. Paris is told he 
is a lost prince of Troy, goes 

through the judgement of 
the Apple of Discord, goes 
to Sparta to meet King Me-
nelaus, falls in love or rather 
falls for the looks of Helen 
and then spirits her away 
to Troy. Let me remind you, 
this all happens in the first 
episode. 

One of the redeeming 
qualities of this show is the 
actors and actresses. The 
show boasted a diverse cast 
which seemed well chosen 
for the characters portrayed 
in the show. My personal 
favorites were Zeus, played 
by Hakeem Kae-Kazim, 
Hermes, played by Diar-
maid Murtagh, and Achil-
les, played by David Gyasi. 
I guess you could say I also 
enjoyed Bella Dyane and her 
performance as Helen too. 
I am sure the other actors 
and actresses were popular, 
but these four were just my 
favorites. 

I think the downfall with 
the cast, however, was there 
were too many characters. 
But then again, it is a show 
based on a classical epic 
that would drone on and on 
about who was these char-
acters were for a couple of 
pages before getting to the 
actual plot. 

While the show seems in-
triguing and fantastical, I am 
recommending to skip the 
binge and pick something 
else. Overall, with dry act-
ing and a rushed plot, “Troy: 
Fall of a City” fails to please 
audiences and the Greeks. 

Netflix original falls to mediocre acting 
By JEN RODRIGUEZ
Features Editor
rodriguezj@allegheny.edu

Contributed by www.thetvdb.com
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Allegheny College’s Gen-
der and Sexuality Alliance 
held a drag show in the Hen-
derson Campus Center lobby 
during the evening of Satur-
day, April 14.  

The goal of GSA is to cre-
ate a safe and supportive en-
vironment for students who 
identify as lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual, trans or queer.  The club 
held the drag show in order 
to promote understanding 
and tolerance throughout the 
campus.  

GSA brought in Bambi 
Deerest, a professional drag 
queen from Pittsburgh to host 
the competition.

“I had been following 
[Bambi] long before she was 
asked to come here,” Jacob 
Gagliastri, ’18, said. “I had 
seen her at a show in Pitts-
burgh.” 

Gagliastri had competed 
in the drag show during his 
freshman year at Allegheny. 
With composing his senior 
composition, Gagliastri was 
too busy to perform in this 
year’s competition.  However, 
Gagliastri was still able to be a 
part of this year’s show.  Gagli-
astri was awarded the oppor-
tunity to sit on the judging 
panel for the competition.  

In addition to Gagliastri, 
the judging panel included 
Trae Yeckley, a counselor for 
the campus counseling center, 
and Ryan Pickering, assistant 
professor of psychology.

Pickering has been the 
proxy adviser for GSA over 

the past year. The judges were 
given a sheet of five catego-
ries to help them score the 
performers. The categories 
included aesthetic and style, 
performance level, energy 
level, connection to audience 
and lip syncing ability.  

The judges were asked to 
assign each contestant either 
a one, three or five for each of 
the given categories.  

“It is so much fun. It is 
hard to give people scores 
and to declare one winner 
because I really do feel like 
everyone who performs wins 
and is a winner,” Pickering 
said. “I wish they could all get 
a prize.” 

Like Pickering, many 
thought the show went well. 
Some compared this year’s 
show to last year’s show. 

“I loved all of [the perfor-
mances]. I remember when I 
did it my freshman year, a lot 
of them weren’t good, includ-
ing mine,” Gagliastri said.  

This year’s competition 
included a handful of stu-
dents who dressed in drag to 
lip sync and dance to various 
songs ranging from Taylor 
Swift’s “Look What You Made 
Me Do” to “U Can’t Touch 
This” by MC Hammer.  

GSA has previously held 
drag shows in order to show 
support and raise awareness 
for the LGBTQ+ community. 
However, the alliance decid-
ed not to hold the drag show 
during the previous school 
year.  

“[GSA] has been doing 
a drag show for a few years, 
usually on a prospective stu-
dent weekend, but that sort 

of became uncomfortable for 
members,” Pickering said. 
“[The drag show] felt more 
like a show than a celebration 
of community. It didn’t hap-
pen last year because of that 
reason, but there was a push 
to bring it back this year.”

“Drag is a very important 
part of my culture as a gay 
man, so I think that has been 
a very important part of my 
experience as an undergrad 
and thinking about how to 
celebrate identity, but there 
are opportunities for offense 
in drag,” Pickering said.

Pickering said that often 
some people have issues with 
drag shows, even if they help 
showcase identity. 

“There are situations where 
there are issues regarding how 
drag is portrayed, and wheth-
er you are laughing at or with 
the people who are perform-
ing,” Pickering said.  

The members of GSA 
along with the contestants 
and behind the scenes help of 
the show all underwent train-

ing on how to perform drag 
in a respectful manner prior 
to the show.

“I really liked seeing other 
people perform and seeing 
everyone laugh and have fun,” 
Malcolm Willig, ’21, said. 

Willig performed in the 
drag show under the stage 
name Latasha Caviar, and 
danced to “Toxic” by Britney 
Spears.

Willig decided to enter 
the competition after he saw 
a poster for the drag show 
hanging in the campus center.  

“I had always wanted to do 
drag,” Willig said. 

Latasha Caviar and Dix-
ie Normous were not the 
winners of this year’s com-
petition. Instead, Chastitty, 
the reigning champion, once 
again swept the competition 
and took home the prize. 

In addition to being a 
competition for a twenty dol-
lar gift card to Grace’s Asian 
Restaurant in Meadville, the 
drag show was also a fund-
raiser.  

Throughout the show, 
members of the audience 
were encouraged to give dol-
lar bills to the performers as 
a tip.   

All tips were donated to 
Transfamily, an organization 
that strives to support and 
assist the transgender popu-
lation of Northwestern Penn-
sylvania.  

After being given the 
award for winning the drag 
show, Chastitty was asked to 
say a few words, and she pro-
claimed she will once again be 
the winner of next year’s drag 
show.  

By HANNAH SCHAFFER
Junior Features Editor
schafferh@allegheny.edu

Colorful   expressions  &  

GSA holds late night drag show featuring drag queen, Bambi Deerest

Top: Bambi Deerest, a professional drag queen from 
Pittsburgh, showcases her moves at the Gender and 
Sexuality Alliance Drag Show in the Henderson 
Campus Center Lobby on Saturday, April 14, 2018. 
Middle: Bambi Deerest struts down the catwalk in the 
GSA Drag Show. 
Above: Bambi Deerest stands on stage with students 
and faculty at the GSA Drag Show. 

Photos by HANNAH SCHAFFER/THE CAMPUS
Malcolm Willig , ’21, performs at the Gender and Sexuality Alliance Drag Show on Saturday, April 14, 2018 in the 
Henderson Campus Center Lobby. 

It is so much fun. It is 
hard to give people 
scores and to declare 
one winner because 
I really do feel 
like everyone who 
performs wins and is 
a winner. 

“

“
Ryan Pickering
Assistant Professor of 
Psychology

Springfest   Activities 
WARC Presents: Hop Hop 

At Grounds for Change at 8 p.m.

Stuff-A-Plush Sponsored by MEC
In the Henderson Campus Center Lobby at 8 

p.m. 

Friday,  April 20,  2018

Saturday,  April 21,  2018
MEC Presents: Springfest 

At the Gator Quad from 12-2 p.m. 

GFC Presents: Sodafest
At Grounds for Change from 12-2 p.m.

GAP Presents: Plaid Brixx 
At the Gator Quad at 12:30 p.m. 

GFC Presents: The Demos 
At Grounds for Change at 8 p.m. 

Extravagant  Dance  Moves
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Gator   Updater
Friday,  April   20,    2018

Baseball vs. Penn State Behrend
Meadville, PA

4 p.m.

Saturday,   April   21 ,    2018
Men’s Track @ Penn State Behrend

Erie, PA
TBA

Men’s Golf @ Gannon Invitational
Erie, PA

Women’s Track @ Penn State Behrend
Erie, PA
10 a.m.

Baseball @ Wooster
Wooster, OH

12 p.m.

Softball vs. Alfred State
Meadville, PA

1 p.m.

Men’s Tennis vs. Oberlin
Meadville, PA

1:00 p.m.

Women’s Tennis vs. Oberlin
Meadville, PA

1:00 p.m.

Baseball @ Wooster
Wooster, OH

3:30 p.m.

Softball vs. Alfred State
Meadvile, PA

3:30 p.m.

Get  to  know  
a  gator

Year: Class of 2019
Major: Political Science
Minor: Religious Studies
Hometown: Imperial, PA
Sport: Baseball
Position: Catcher/Outfield
Favorite part about Allegheny: 
Allegheny having a rich tradition 
in their academics. As well as 
being apart of a community that 
is supportive and cares about my 
success. 
Favorite Movie: Avengers 
Favorite Food: Anything Italian
Dream Vacation: Going to Italy 
Favorite place to eat in 
Meadville:Pennsylvania Sandwich 
Company & Pizza Company  
Dream Job: President of The United 
States
Best class you’ve taken at Allegheny: 
US Presidency
Favorite memory at Allegheny: 
Going on spring trip with the team 
each year. (Arizona) 
Kins or Brooks: Kins
Bone-in or boneless wings: Bone-in

Jon   Brandon   Pouch

There’s just so many 
things you learn 
from sports, and 
I’ve developed so 
much over these past 
four years primarily 
because of my 
athletic career.

“

“

Madi Caufield
Class of 2018

PHOTOS BY JAKE REIDENBACH/THE CAMPUS
The Allegheny College Women’s Lacrosse Team plays Kenyon College on Tuesday, April 17, 2018 at the 
Robertson Athletic Complex. The women won with a final score of 15-8. 

Rhiannon King, ’20, plays in a lacrosse game on Tuesday, April 17, 2018, against Kenyon College.

Senior gators reflect on athletic careers

With the 2017-18 aca-
demic school year wrapping 
up, senior Gator athletes 
reflect on their careers and 
their retirement from athlet-
ics. 

In the United States mil-
lions of students each year 
graduate high school and 
move on to further their 
education. Some of these 
students will also continue 
their athletic careers in col-
lege. The National Collegiate 
Athletic Association  reports 
that there are 480,000 stu-
dent-athletes participating 
in twenty-four varsity sports. 
This number is the highest in 
the history of the NCAA. 

This will be the last col-
lege season for tennis player 
Jai Redkar, ’18, who said he is 
sad to see his career end.

“I am pretty sad. It’s kind 
of been something that has 
been in my life,” Redkar said. 
“Every season, I was training 
and working towards being 
better for my collegiate ca-
reer. I knew I was never going 
to go pro, but I was always 
working towards being the 
best I can be. But, it will also 

be nice because I’ll have a lot 
of time to do other things.”

Many of these athletes 
will not play professionally in 
their sport. According to the 
NCAA, anywhere between 
half a percent and three per-
cent of college athletes go on 
to play sports professionally. 
This number is the highest 
in the history of the NCAA. 
Many of these athletes, how-
ever, will not go pro in their 
sport. 

For division three athletes 
especially, the probability of 
playing professionally after 
they graduate college are in-
credibly low. Many will stop 
playing the sport they have 
grown up loving with the fi-
nal whistle of their last con-
test. 

Life after sports quickly 
begins as for the first time in 
many of the student athletes 
lives, they are no longer an 
athlete. 

“I definitely have a lot 
more time on my hands,” 
Nick Wojnar, ’18, said. 

Wojnar ended his Allegh-
eny football career this past 

fall. As a student-athlete, 
Wojnar is proud to have been 
able to balance school and 
athletics while in college. 

“I’m most proud of stick-
ing through it. Being part 
of the team and seeing the 
change,” Wojnar said. 

Basketball player Madi 
Caufield, ’18, recently ended 
her four-year Allegheny ath-
letics career with the conclu-
sion of the women’s season.

Caufield was very proud 
in the fact she was able to 

play basketball for her four 
years at Allegheny. 

“I think at the division 
three level a lot of people 
struggle balancing academics 
and athletics and there were 
a lot times I didn’t know if I’d 
be able to play all four years,” 
Caufield said. “It was defi-
nitely worth it.” 

Both Wojnar and Caufield 
will walk across the stage at 
Commencement on May 12, 
and begin their lives as col-
lege graduates. Both said they 
were extremely proud and 
grateful they decided to par-
ticipate in collegiate athletics.

“It made me more bal-
anced as a person. … defi-
nitely a fun experience,” 
Caufield said. “There’s just so 
many things you learn from 
sports, and I’ve developed 
so much over these past four 
years primarily because of 
my athletic career.”

Like thousands of other 
graduating athletes, Wojnar 
and Caufield’s playing days 
have ended, but their adven-
tures are just beginning.
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Graduating athletes say goodbye to their sports after four years
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