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Students call 
for change, 
hold officials 
accountable 

ASG increases transparency with accessible minutes, updated website 

Allegheny Student Government has 
added a new item to its agenda this 
year: improving its record keeping.  

In addition to improving wellness 
and creating a better relationship with 
students and administrators, ASG 
President Camila Gomez, ’19, is de-
termined to improve the quality and 
accessibility of general assembly min-
utes. 

“The one legacy that I really hope 
to leave is that the issue of transparen-
cy and communication is fixed,” Go-
mez said. 

ASG minutes have been stored in 

the Merrick Archives since the 1960s. 
The ASG director of organizational 
development is responsible for taking 
minutes at general assembly and cabi-
net meetings and sending them to the 
archives, according to the ASG Con-
stitution.

The archives kept ASG minutes in 
hardcopy form until 2013, according 
to Ruth Andel, archivist at the Merrick 
Archives. For the past five years, archi-
vists have uploaded ASG minutes to 
DSpace, a program Allegheny uses as a 
way to preserve information digitally. 

Since the 1960s, ASG minutes for 

particular years are unaccounted for. 
For example, there are no minutes in 
the archives between 1966 and 1970, 
1976 and 1981, 1992 and 2004, and 
most recently, the spring 2017 semes-
ter, according to Andel.

Of the 116 minutes records up-
loaded to the Allegheny Student Gov-
ernment Collection on DSpace at time 
of print, 30 records are ASG cabinet 
meeting minutes, and 86 records are 
ASG general assembly minutes. All 
cabinet meeting minutes are from 
2013 and 2014, and 11 total records 
are not dated. Those 11 records are 

dated in the DSpace file name but not 
within the documents themselves.

With the exceptions of the Sept. 4, 
Sept. 11 and Tuesday, Sept. 18, 2018, 
general assembly minutes, attendance 
lists are not included in any minutes 
uploaded to DSpace. Names appear in 
DSpace minutes inconsistently from 
2013 to spring 2018. Some records 
include first and last names, some in-
clude first names and last initials and 
others include only first names.

Of the 86 general assembly min-
utes, 76 approved the previous week’s 
general assembly minutes.

Robert’s Rules of Order, which are 
referenced in the fifth line of the Sept. 
1, 2015, general assembly minutes, 
outline conventions for the official 
proceedings of organizations. Robert’s 
Rules of Order are based on the 1876 
publication of the same name, written 
by Henry Martyn Robert. 

The Robert’s Rules conventions 
related to meeting minutes include 
stating the times, dates and locations 
at which meetings are called and ad-
journed and descriptions of any mo-

By STEVEN HEINE
News Editor
heines@allegheny.edu

Students gathered in the George 
M. Henderson Campus Center 
room 301/302 on Monday, Sept. 
18, to talk about protesting ra-
cial bias at Allegheny. The meet-
ing began at 10 p.m, and lasted 
roughly one hour and 45 minutes.

Silas Garrison, ’20, said the 
meeting was called to address ra-
cial issues on campus.

“The reason why this started 
was because of racial degrada-
tion, and racial inequity, not to 
mention racial slurs,” Garrison 
said. “We wanted to air out some 
of the dirty laundry and clear the 
table for people to have a voice, 
which I think we were able to do 
so.”

At the beginning of the meet-
ing, participants discussed the 
perceived failings of the college’s 
Title IX system. While some stu-
dents wanted greater transparen-
cy, others pointed out the ways 
in which federal privacy laws, in 
particular the Family Education-
al Rights and Privacy Act, limited 
the amount of information that 
could be disclosed in Title IX cas-
es.

Title IX is a federal law that 
prohibits schools that receive fed-
eral funding from discriminating 
against students due to their gen-
der.

WELCOME  HOME
Photos by EMILY RICE/THE CAMPUS

Above: The brothers of Phi Kappa Psi huddle in the middle of Brooks Circle during Fall Run Out 
Saturday, Sept. 15, 2018. Below: The sisters of Alpha Delta Pi present their new members during Run Out. 
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Allegheny 
students 
protest racial 
bias handling
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Protesters gather Tuesday, Sept. 18, 2018, outside of the Henderson Campus Center.

By ALEX WEIDENHOF
News Editor
weidenhofa@allegheny.edu

Over 25 students joined in a pro-
test against the college’s racial 
discrimination and sexual assault 
policies in front of the main en-
trance of the Henderson Campus 
Center at noon on Monday, Sept. 
17. 

The protest, which was initial-
ly sparked by a Sept. 8 racial bias 
incident, was organized in part by 
Taylor Marzouca, ’21, and is part 
of a series of protests planned for 
the week.

Protesters held signs criticizing 
the college’s handling of on-cam-
pus incidents and its failure to 
hold students accountable.

“As it stands, our administra-
tion has proven to tolerate racism 
and sexual harassment,” one sign 
read.

Others quoted the college’s 
Statement of Community or ques-
tioned Allegheny’s commitment 
to it.

“Is our administration uphold-
ing their own Statement of Com-
munity?” another sign asked.

Members of college admin-
istration came to watch and 
converse with the protesters, in-
cluding President James Mullen, 
Provost and Dean of the College 
Ron Cole and Dean of Students 
April Thompson.

A Sept. 11 email Dukes and 
Thompson sent to the college 
community noted that “a student 
used a racial slur directed at a 
Black student.” 
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MINUTES from page 1
tions made during meetings.

ASG meeting times have 
not been consistently recorded 
since 2015, according to the 
DSpace records.   

In the past, Gomez said she 
has referenced ASG meeting 
items through the records on 
DSpace as well as Facebook 
Live video recordings to gain 
information. 

In addition to Facebook Live, 
Gomez and Hannah Schaffer, 
’20, current director of organiza-
tional development, both record 
the audio of general assembly 
meetings on their phones to 
ensure weekly records are “a lot 
more complete than they used 
to be,” Gomez said. 

The director of organiza-
tional development position, 
Gomez said, has lacked “struc-
ture” and “consistency” in the 
past. 

“Two years ago, three people 
held the position in the course 
of just one year,” Gomez said. 
“Even if there was any consis-
tency, it was gone by that time.” 

Mollie McDermott, ’18, 
served as director of organiza-
tional development for the full 
2017-18 school year, after step-
ping into the role during the 
spring 2017 semester. 

“There were no formats, no 
templates, no nothing, so we 
were really working off a blank 
slate which obviously made 

things much worse last year, 
but in a way has given us a real 
opportunity to start completely 
from scratch this year,” Gomez 
said.

Associate Dean for Wellness 
Education Gretchen Beck said 
she has been the ASG adviser 
for about 10 years and primar-
ily helps “facilitate their priori-
ties for the year.” 

“The way that we have done 
agendas and kept minutes over 
the years has changed from 
year to year, depending on the 
the students that are involved 
and the number of students on 
senate,” Beck said. 

With changes to the ASG 
constitution in 2015, Beck said 
ASG has had to adapt to a new 
organizational structure.

“Their size changed, and 
the way they kind of managed 
themselves changed a little 
bit — which was a good thing 
— but along with that comes 
some growing pains sometimes 
when you’re restructuring 
things,” Beck said.

Beck said ASG should ide-
ally keep track of motions and 
attendance in minutes and 
should abide by Robert’s Rules 
during their meetings so “folks 
are heard, and people have a 
chance to talk about the items 
of the day.” 

To help standardize ASG 
records, Gomez created a tem-

plate for minutes, housed in 
a shared Google Drive folder 
that can be accessed on ASG’s 
website by anyone with an Al-
legheny email address. A full 
membership list, the agenda 
and the completed minutes can 
be found in the folder. Gomez 
said minutes should be com-
pleted and uploaded to the 
folder within 24-hours of each 
meeting.  

“(Keeping the minutes) is 
very hard ...” Gomez said. “You 
do have to type frantically and 
get it together, and we’re work-
ing on it. Of course, we’re not 
going to be perfect from day 
one, and honestly, I think that 
it’s a complete revolution from 
last year already.” 

The folder allows ASG to 
keep its own record of meetings 
instead of only relying on archi-
vists to upload the minutes to 
DSpace, Gomez said.

In addition to Gomez’s ef-
forts to improve record keep-
ing, ASG Director of Com-
munications and Press David 
Roach, ’21, worked on updat-
ing the ASG website over the 
summer. Roach said the web-
site is nearly complete and will 
be updated as he receives elec-
tion platforms and cabinet bi-
ographies from class candidates 
and cabinet members.

Roach’s main objective for 
updating the ASG website was 

to streamline all ASG materials, 
including stickers, posters, col-
ors, graphics and links to create 
a better digital space — on both 
desktop and mobile platforms. 
Roach served as ASG press 
secretary last year and said he 
found the former ASG website 
difficult to navigate on his end.

“I can’t even imagine what it 
was like to try and get informa-
tion from it if it was someone 
trying to get information about 
running or people looking for 
information about what we’re 
doing on campus,” Roach said. 
“So I really wanted it to be sim-
ple and clean cut and very us-
er-friendly.”

Roach said he consulted 
Gomez, Beck and ASG Vice 
President Gillian Greene, ’20, 
about what pages he needed to 
maintain in the website tran-
sition, and he removed non-
essential components of the 
website and combined others 
to simplify the website format.

The director of communi-
cations and press is typically 
responsible for uploading ASG 
minutes and agendas to the 
ASG website, Roach said. But 
because of Google Drive access 
now linked to the “What We 
Do” tab of the website, Roach 
said he will not need to upload 
those documents himself, as 
they will be updated by Schaffer.

Roach is currently assisting 

Grounds for Change with up-
dating its website and said one 
of his goals as director of com-
munications and press is to be a 
resource for campus clubs and 
organizations to use for mar-
keting and website design sup-
port. Roach said he designed 
the ASG website to last so that 
future administrations do not 
need to perform complete 
overhauls of the website.

Gomez hopes that the stan-
dardized minutes template will 
also continue to be used by 
the organization even after her 
term as president ends. 

ASG has been impacted 
both externally and internally 
by the lack of consistency, Go-
mez said. 

“It’s not fun when some-
body’s like ‘Hey, I would really 
like these minutes,’ and I’m like 
what I can offer you is not help-
ful,” Gomez said. “That’s not a 
good feeling. Those of us inside 
the organization are aware of 
how the minutes used to be, 
and if we weren’t we wouldn’t 
try to improve that.”

This is not the first time ASG 
minutes have been addressed. 
2017-18 ASG President Mark 
MacStudy, ’18, said he and 
Vice President Valerie Hurst, 
’18, tried to make the minutes 
more accessible and thorough 
during their terms, but as the 
year went on, the minutes were 

“underlooked” as other issues 
took priority. 

Gomez tried to address the 
minutes with MacStudy and 
Hurst, but she said “it was just 
not working.” 

“You can try to make things 
better, to create a template to 
make things easier,” Gomez 
said. “But at the end of the day, 
cooperation is the most im-
portant part, and if you don’t 
have a willingness to improve, 
you know it’s not going to hap-
pen.” 

Gomez said it is disappoint-
ing to know that students who 
look back at previous years’ 
minutes will “probably not be 
able to get the information they 
need.” 

While Gomez thinks previ-
ous administrations have been 
willing to communicate with 
students, she wants ASG to im-
prove in its ability to commu-
nicate with all students and be 
as transparent as possible. The 
minutes are just one aspect of 
this vision, but Gomez said she 
thinks this new system will be 
better than previous years. 

Gomez does not think ASG 
will ever be in the “perfect sit-
uation” when it comes to keep-
ing track of minutes, but thinks 
ASG can make a “significant 
amount of improvement” in 
addition to the improvement it 
has already made this year. 

By STEVEN HEINE
Junior News Editor
heines@allegheny.edu

As part of its current cycle of 
renovations, Allegheny Col-
lege has combined its post 
office, print shop and Merri-
man Bookstore into one of-
fice, known as Gator Post and 
Print. The new office is locat-
ed on the second floor of the 
Henderson Campus Center 
and is managed by digital ser-
vices company Ricoh Global.

Denise McHale acts as the 
site manager for Gator Post 
and Print, and previously as-
sisted in running the book-
store. McHale said the change 
in setup was focused on im-
proving the experience for 
students using the services.

“We hope to achieve op-
erational efficiencies and be-
come more student centered,” 
McHale said. 

Susan Salton, vice presi-
dent of college relations, said 
the types of mail students 
received began evolving, and 
the college wanted to change 
with the times. With the ad-
vent of email and online or-
dering, students were receiv-
ing more packages and fewer 
traditional forms of mail, such 
as letters.

“That shift was really, re-
ally the key into getting bet-
ter in terms of how we were 
processing mail and how we 
were processing packages, 
(and it) meant that we needed 
to move toward best practice 
in the post office,” Salton said.

Linda Wetsell, chief finan-
cial officer and treasurer, said 
online textbook orders con-
tributed to this shift in mail 
delivery. 

“When we talk about the 
bookstore, the upstairs of the 
bookstore was textbook-only, 
and  we saw those sales, the 
need for textbooks on cam-
pus, declining, as students 
were ordering online,” Wetsell 
said. “Which shifted the work 
from the bookstore into the 
post office.”

The college’s decision to 
stop stocking textbooks at the 
former bookstore and move 
to an online-only ordering 
system compounded the 
trend, though the decision 
to form Gator Post and Print 
came later and was a separate 

event. Salton compared the 
manifestation of the events to 
the stages of a project.

“So the first was the book-
store really moving to com-
plete full online ordering,” 
Salton said. “The implications 
of that, again in terms of an 
exponential increase in pack-
age delivery, the implications 
of that for how we handle 
mail processing, you can sort 
of see how this all sequenced.”

Wetsell said the idea of 
combining the bookstore 
and post office seemed nat-
ural, as the two departments 
existed directly next to each 
other. Additionally, once the 
college moved to online text-
book ordering, the bookstore 
no longer needed its space on 
the third floor of the campus 
center, where it had stored 
textbooks. That space got in-
corporated into the Student 
Life suite, and now houses the 
Dean of Students Office.

Along with physically 
combining the three offices, 
the consolidation allowed 
certain services to move on-
line. Salton cited the addition 
of email notifications of mail 
delivery, an idea obtained 
through student feedback, as 
a substantial benefit to the au-
tomation of some processes.

“And from feedback we’d 
previously received, for ex-
ample, the original post office 
hours, which were from noon 
to 4 p.m., there was no sort of 
notification to students that 
they had mail, or that they 
had packages, and so some-

times students would wait un-
til the post office opened up, 
and end up in a line to find 
out that in fact you know, they 
didn’t have a package,” Salton 
said.

Salton said future initia-
tives included a potential au-
tomated system for printshop 
orders.

“We are going to be hav-
ing an online portal through 
which if you submit a print 
job, you yourself can check 
online to see the status of 
the print job, which is again 
related to customer service,” 
Salton said. 

Salton and Wetsell both 
mentioned the hope that the 
automation of many services 
would lead to enhanced cus-
tomer service.

“People have an interest in 
having responsive measure-
ment in terms of how their 
printing jobs are, where they 
are in the queue, so people  
are going to be able to go on-
line and check the status of 
their print jobs,” Salton said.

“We’re still providing the 
same services, but we’re pro-
viding it in a best practice, 
automated way,” Wetsell said.

The automation also al-
lows the college to obtain 
data about the use of Post and 
Print, which would allow Post 
and Print to fine-tune its op-
erations. Salton said the ser-
vice would see a huge spike 
in usage around lunchtime, 
though as the semester has 
gone on, such usage has de-
clined.

“And what’s the value of 
that?” Salton asked, “Well 
gee, the value of that is that 
we  can adjust  our work pro-
cesses easily, if in fact we find 
that we need to reduce our 
hours, or that we enhance our 
hours.”

Yet the data did more than 
display peak service times. 
Salton quoted an example of 
the kind of information the 
college could now collect.

“What we also know is that 
once the individuals actually 
got to the kiosk where they 
actually put in their ID, it was 
less than five minutes between 
when they actually entered 
their student ID number and 
when they picked up their 
package,” Salton said.

The college expects to re-
coup some of the costs of the 
reorganization through sav-
ings on services such as bulk 
mailing, Wetsell said.

While the bookstore and 
mailroom as separate entities 
had a staff of eight employees 
total, Wetsell said Ricoh uses 
a staff of five people.

“They have a tremendous 
amount of experience in 
managing services of this na-
ture,” Salton said

Salton said while the new 
possibilities allowed through 
the enhanced data collection 
were exciting, Post and Print 
was about more than just 
data.

“It was about serving stu-
dents  in an improved way,” 
Salton said. “We’re actually 
very proud of this.”

Gator Post and Print now running

STEVEN HEINE/THE CAMPUS
Signs outside the new establishment display the location of the Merriman Bookstore 
and Gator Post and Print.

PROTEST from page 1

In a planning meeting 
held Sunday, Sept. 16, mem-
bers of the Association for 
the Advancement of Black 
Culture and others interested 
in the protests said this slur 
was used at the Men of Color 
Advancement Association’s 
special interest house.

Students at the meeting 
also said was not the first 
time the student used the 
slur, nor was it the first time 
students reported this to Al-
legheny College administra-
tion.

During the Monday pro-
test, Thompson asked dem-
onstrators to explain what, 
exactly, they hoped to see 
changed in Allegheny’s pol-
icies and its application of 
them.

“You have people right 
here, right now,” Thompson 
said.

Thompson later asked 
what the protesters expect 
from other students. Mar-
zouca replied, saying stu-
dents are expected to follow 
the college’s Statement of 
Community, but added that 
it is both students’ and the 
administration’s responsibil-
ity to enforce the statement.

Other students asked 
Thompson about the college’s 
policy for communicating 
with students about inci-
dents like the one on Sept. 8.

“(The email) wasn’t spe-
cific enough,” Jules Figueroa, 
’20, said. “Being told ‘some-
one was called a racial slur’ 
isn’t specific enough.” 

Amya Ruiz, ’22, expanded 
on that, saying the commu-
nity has not been notified of 
the gravity of past incidents.

“Situations like this are 
happening and it’s just the 
same copy and paste email,” 
Ruiz said. “Being called ‘n--

---’ is enough, but (students 
are) being chased, having it 
carved in our doors, almost 
being hit by trucks.”

Protesters also spoke with 
Thompson about the per-
ceived different treatment of 
students in Title IX sexual 
harassment and assault cases 
based on their race.

One case in which mi-
nority students were treated 
unfairly, they said to Thomp-
son, was the treatment of the 
arrest of Moses Alcantara 
Garcia, a former student. In 
Alcantara’s case, the Office of 
Public Safety sent an email 
to the Allegheny community 
communicating that infor-
mation.

In a case involving a white 
student, Trey Serbin, protest-
ers said, the college did not 
notify students that Serbin 
had two protection from 
abuse orders against him 
for two separate on-campus 
sexual assaults, and allegedly 
moved him into Ravine-Nar-
vik Hall.

The problem of commu-
nication, protesters say, also 
applies to these cases.

“I understand confiden-
tiality is for keeping people 
safe, but what about our safe-
ty?” Ruiz said.

Some students said the 
college should tell residents 
in a certain residence hall 
that a student accused of sex-
ual assault has been moved 
there.

“I want to know who’s in 
my dorm because that’s my 
safe zone, that’s where I go 
to bed at night,” said Natalie 
Sciulli, ’20.

Students stood outside 
of the campus center from 
noon to 1 p.m. all week. As 
the week progressed, faculty 
joined in the demonstration. 

You have people right here, right now” 

—APRIL THOMPSON 
Dean of Students,
Allegheny College
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Crime Blotter

 
Editor’s Note: The weekly Crime Blotter is compiled using the Daily 

Crime Log available on the Office of Public Safety’s web page. Crimes 
reported may still be under investigation. Crimes listed below are 

collected the Thursday before publication.

Sept. 13, 2018
Brooks Hall
Harassment.

Sept. 15, 2018
Baldwin Hall

Alcohol violation.

Sept. 15, 2018
Schultz Hall

Alcohol violation.

Sept. 15, 2018
Brooks Hall

Alcohol violation.

Sept. 15, 2018
Baldwin Hall

Alcohol violation.

Sept. 16, 2018
Baldwin Hall

Alcohol violation. The Campus is printed every Friday during the 
academic year, except during breaks and exam periods. 
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Taylor Marzouca, ’21, 
discussed how the Title IX 
process grants both the ac-
cuser and accused equal pro-
tections, which she referred to 
as a flawed system 

“Students have this impres-
sion of Title IX being a justice 
system on campus,” Marzouca 
said. “In case you thought that 
— I thought that when I first 
arrived on campus — it’s not a 
justice system.”

Baneen Al-Akashi, ’19, 
brought up the importance of 
students bringing their issues 
to the college’s Board of Trust-
ees.

“The board of trustees has 
a lot of power on campus, but 
we also have power too,” Al-
Akashi said. “I know it sounds 
weird, but we pay to be here,”

Allegheny Student Gov-

ernment President Camilla 
Gomez, ’19,  Vice President 
Gillian Greene, ’20, and Di-
rector of Communications 
and Press David Roach, ’21, 
were in attendance. Roach 
said ASG meetings include 
designated times for students 
to bring their concerns to the 
attention of their representa-
tives.

“We live-stream our gen-
eral assemblies, and the board 
of trustees watches it, and we 
have two opportunities for 
constituent comments during 
it, so if you do have some-
thing, and you want the board 

of trustees to hear it, come 
voice it to us,” Roach said.  

While the students had 
originally planned a full-day 
protest for Tuesday, Sept. 18, 
they decided to alter their 
plans. Garrison said he had 
a productive meeting with 
Allegheny President James 
Mullen about some of his 
concerns. Due to this, the stu-
dents changed their protest 
plans.

Marzouca said she would 
hold a protest of her own from 
noon to 1 p.m. outside the 
campus center every day for 
an indefinite period of time.

While the meeting was in 
progress, students received an 
email from Mullen, stating his 
intention to gather a group of 
students to discuss issues of 
racial bias at Allegheny. As a 
result of the email, the group 
decided to work to establish 
the details of the commission 
on their terms. 

By the end of the meeting, 
the group had gathered a list 
of 20 names, of which five 
to eight were to be formally 
selected later as representa-
tives of the student body who 
would meet with Mullen.

DISCUSSION from page 1

By EMMA HIMELEIN-

WACHOWIAK
Contributing Writer
himeleinwachowiake@allegheny.edu

The Rotaract Club of Allegh-
eny College is designing its 
first student scholarship this 
fall. An initiative of the club’s 
founder and president, Alex-
is Sotelo, ’19, the scholarship 
will go toward covering a por-
tion of Allegheny’s required 
school supplies, a parking 
pass or gator cash expens-
es for a student local to the 
Meadville area.

Sotelo hopes that, with 
enough preparation, the 
scholarship will be ready to 
launch by fall 2019 for an 
incoming first-year student 
from the Meadville Area Se-
nior High School. 

“(The scholarship) will be 
most likely small, because 
we have to start somewhere, 
so maybe like $250, and that 
could be for books for a stu-
dent,” Sotelo said. “I’m hop-
ing that it will promote some 
publicity for the club too.” 

The scholarship will ask 
applicants to explain in an 
essay how the club’s local ser-
vices have impacted their lives 
in a positive way. Because the 
Rotaract Club of Allegheny 
College is affiliated with the 
Rotary Club of Meadville, 
members of the Rotary Af-
ternoon Club of Meadville 
will assist in deciding who the 
scholarship should be award-
ed to. The scholarship will 
reflect Rotary International’s 
mission of providing human-
itarian service to those who 
are in need of it, as well as 
their motto of putting “service 
above self.”  

“Knowing that a good 
handful of students went to 
Allegheny based on merit 
scholarship they received, I 
think that this will be a great 
opportunity to help pay for at 
least books or a parking tick-
et,” Sotelo explained. 

Mark Weindorf, president 
of the Rotary Club of Mead-
ville, voiced his belief  that 
the scholarship will be highly 
beneficial to future students 
of Allegheny College.

“(A scholarship) would be 
awesome, it would be big,” 
Weindorf said. “I just think 
it’s a great opportunity for 
some young person to get 
some money to get further 
education … it really is a bur-
den for young people to be so 
heavily in debt after receiving 
their four-year degree.”

When Sotelo began es-
tablishing the first Rotaract 
Club of Allegheny College in 
2017, the task quickly became 
challenging, and the Rotary 
Club of Meadville helped her 
accomplish it. The only differ-
ence between the two organi-
zations is age: Rotaract Clubs 
focus on young adults ages 
18-30, and members of Ro-
tary Clubs are typically above 
this age range. Both clubs, 
however, work toward similar 
goals and support each other. 

“We’ve helped Alexis (So-
telo) get set up and chartered,” 
Weindorf said. “The same dis-
trict governor that oversees 
us oversees the Rotaract club, 
and so we are interested in 
helping work with them. (The 
Rotaract Club) is just to get 
younger people out of high 
school and college involved 
with civic giving and service.”

Because of its loyalty to the 
Rotaract Club of Allegheny 
College, the Rotary Club of 
Meadville will be contributing 
$100 to funds for the scholar-
ship. The rest of the financial 
support will come from sev-
eral Rotary Clubs from So-
telo’s hometown of Boston, 
Massachusetts, and from her 
parents. 

“So we might be looking at 
a $500 scholarship, (but) we’ll 
see where the wind blows us,” 
Sotelo said. 

The chosen recipient of the 
scholarship will be asked to 
commit to joining Rotaract 
Club of Allegheny College 
if they have not done so al-
ready. Instructor of Spanish 
and French Nancy Smith, 
’74, the club’s faculty adviser, 
described the positive impact 
joining the organization can 
have on Allegheny students, 
as well as the greater commu-
nity of Meadville. 

“When I was a student at 

Allegheny, Meadville could 
have fallen off the face of the 
planet and I wouldn’t have 
known,” Smith joked. “... I 
think it’s important for the 
community to get to know 
the college people, (and) I 
think it’s important for col-
lege people to get to know the 
community.”

The reason Smith decided 
to become the faculty advis-
er for the Rotaract Club of 
Allegheny College, Smith re-
plied with one word: “Alexis.”

“She was my compelling 
reason,” Smith said. “I just 
love her. I couldn’t say no.”

Smith went on to explain 
the admiration that she holds 
for Sotelo and her efforts to 
get the scholarship started on 
her own accord. 

“This was strictly her idea, 
and she brought it to me and 
I said, ‘I didn’t even know that 
existed, that’s a great idea,” 
Smith said. “I am so proud of 
her (for) doing it. … she has 
found her way (at Allegheny) 
and she’s definitely succeed-
ing, so I am very proud of 
her.”

Sotelo’s passion for civic 
engagement was what moti-
vated her to start the scholar-
ship. Sotelo explained that she 
has traveled a lot, which has 
allowed her to understand the 
importance of responding to 
the needs of all communities. 

“What inspired me was 
seeing all of the people in 
need, not just in third-world 
countries, but here in the 
United States,” Sotelo said. 
“A lot of people don’t know 
that there are a lot of individ-
uals struggling in the United 
States.”

This semester, the Rotaract 
Club of Allegheny College has 
participated in a Habitat for 
Humanity event in Erie, and 
next Monday they will be vol-
unteering at the Stone Unit-
ed Methodist Church soup 
kitchen in downtown Mead-
ville. Moving forward, what 
remains on the club’s agenda, 
particularly Sotelo’s, is getting 
its scholarship finalized and 
ready to serve the Meadville 
community.

By SARA HOLTHOUSE
News Editor
holthouses@allegheny.edu

Allegheny Student Govern-
ment swore in senators for 
the class of 2022 during its 
general assembly meeting 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 18, 
in the Henderson Campus 
Center. 

The class of 2022 officers 
consist of President Gabby 
Dorsey, Vice President Kath-
ryn Philippe and senators 
Jake Flemming, Peyton Britt 
and Brandon Zabo.  

Following the swearing 
in of the first-year senators, 
ASG discussed diversity, sus-
tainability and the protests 
that took place outside the 
main entrance to the campus 
center on Tuesday.

The Diversity and Inclu-
sion Committee, directed 
by Faith Simms, ’19, ex-
pressed interest in becoming 
a resource for students. Jason 
Ferrante, ’20, asked what ad-
ditional details would like to 
be known when it came to 
the emails students received 
about bias incidents as this 
was one of the main points of 
the protest..

“Students specifically 
had a issue with how vague 
the emails are and how in-
frequent the updates are,” 
said Taylor Marzouca, ’21. 
“When I spoke to President 
Mullen I said, we need every 
single, tiny detail that you are 
legally allowed to give us.”  

Cat Lord, ’20, director of 
the sustainability and envi-
ronmental affairs, led dis-
cussions about refillable wa-
ter stations, the possibility 
of getting rid of receipts at 
Mckinley’s Food Court and 
how well the reusable to-go 
box  machine is working.

“I would recommend 
making a chart to be able to 
track the amount saved … 
and to see if (the to-go ma-
chine) is actually working,” 
John Seiber, ’19, suggested. 

The class of 2020 reported 
plans for its first event where 
students would be able to 
meet their senators. The 
class of 2021 swore in its new 
proxy, Amy Verardi, who 
was nominated and voted 
on to stand in for an absent 

senator for the semester. The 
class of 2019 discussed going 
to Baldwin and giving out 
information to first-years to 
help get them more involved.

“Talk About It Tuesday” 
was also brought up, and 
senators considered bringing 
the event to campus again. 

“We’ve had discussions 
about bringing it back, and 
the question is more about 
frequency,” said ASG Presi-
dent, Camila Gomez, ’19, “I 
think we had it so often that 
people wouldn’t even ac-
knowledge it, so I think we 
need to sit down and pledge 
that we’re going to do it and 
not just sit there.” 

Senators agreed that it 
would be a good idea to 
bring it back, but it had to be 
more organized and be set 
up so students would come 
and actually have a discus-
sion with ASG.

“I don’t know if we should 
bring back Talk About It 
Tuesday, because it did fall 
apart for a reason last year,” 
said Ferrante. “But we should 
have some form of two peo-
ple sitting down, it could be 
biweekly, monthly, whatever, 
where they could come to 
us.”

While on the topic of 
being more available to stu-
dents, there was also a sug-
gestion of a town hall from 
class of 2021 President, 
Emma Godel. 

“I would love to have an 
officiated ASG town hall 
meeting once or twice a 
semester just so students 
could see how we work,” said 
Godel.

After the success of last 
week’s club soccer constitu-
tion, which was approved for 
a second week, ASG was giv-
en their second club constitu-

tion from Black Girl Magic. 
“We’re basically about the 

growth and safety of wom-
en of color on campus,” said 
Black Girl Magic’s president, 
Isis Offut, ’19. 

After taking a vote Black 
Girl Magic’s constitution was 
also approved. 

College Committees 
Council, was brought up and 
is going to begin meeting 
soon.

“Basically all of the stu-
dents who are on various col-
lege committees meet with 
him (John Fazio, ’19, ASG 
Chief of Staff), every Sunday 
night to kind of discuss what is 
going on in these committees,” 
said Gomez. “These meetings 
are open to you, they’re kind 
of interesting and fun.”

A possible need for a 
crosswalk in front of Ca-
flisch Hall was brought up 
for discussion due to it being 
a place where students cross 
the street daily.

“I’ll have to do some look-
ing around but my fear is 
that it might be a zoning is-
sue with the city of Meadville 
itself,” Gomez said.

Gomez promised to ask 
Gretchen Beck, ASG adviser, 
who to talk to, and the meet-
ing was brought to a close. 

ASG meets at 7 p.m. every 
Tuesday in campus center 
room 301/302, and its meet-
ings are open to the public.  

ASG swears in a new classSotelo talks Rotaract scholarship

It did fall apart for a 
reason last year.” 

—Jason Ferrante
Class of 2022, 

Allegheny College

We wanted to air out 
some of the dirty 
laundry and clear the 
table for people to 
have a voice, which I 
think we were able to 
do.” 

—SILAS GARRISON 
Class of 2020, 

Allegheny College
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The driving instructor, Greg 
Atkins, slurped down his 
iced coffee while the sweat 
on his forehead imitated the 
misty droplets on the plastic 
cup. Though the air condi-
tioner was on, it seemed its 
only purpose was to circu-
late heat as opposed to the 
fresh, cool air that was ex-
pected. 

It had been hot in New 
York City without a prom-
ise of cool air for days. The 
car sat idling in traffic while 
workers drilled holes into 
the cement earth, the radio 
spoke of oil wells and new 
laws being passed on coal 
mining, all the while Atkins 

talked about his reality of 
climate change.

“Humans are too small 
to change the climate of the 
earth so drastically,” Atkins 
said. 

About 60 percent of 

Americans believe climate 
change will harm other 
people in the United States, 
but only about 40 percent 
believe it will harm them 
personally, according to 
a March 2017 New York 
Times article.

On Aug. 28, the Dean of 
Students Office sent a cam-
pus-wide email offering the 
Henderson Campus Center 
as a temporary, air-condi-
tioned alternative to sleep-
ing in residence halls. In the 
three years I have attended 
Allegheny, I cannot recall 
ever receiving an email like 
this. 

The email also urged stu-
dents to spend as much time 
as they can in the campus 
center considering many 
buildings on campus are not 

air-conditioned, and spend-
ing too much time in the 
intense heat and humidity 
could be dangerous. 

It is scary to consider 
that mere mortals could cre-
ate such an impact on the 
environment as to raise the 
average temperature by 1.4 
degrees fahrenheit over the 
last 100 years, according to 
an article on climate change 
reported by the National 
Research Council. Perhaps 
it would be easier to live in 
ignorance and say the world 
has gone through rising and 
falling temperatures for bil-
lions of years. 

Believing this may make 
it even easier to sleep in the 
nice comfortable bed with 
the air conditioner blasting, 
but realistically, there is no 

more time to rest easy. As 
more energy goes into cool-
ing larger rooms in larger 
homes, emitting more car-
bon dioxide into the at-
mosphere, people must be 
working to counteract and 
reduce these emissions. 

Humans consume 500 
billion billion joules of en-
ergy per year, according to 
Sustainability and Climate 
Change Consultant, Mike 
Berners-Lee and Chairman 
of BDA China, Duncan 
Clark. Current emissions 
have caused the planet to 
fall into a cycle — even if 
humans were to stop releas-
ing greenhouse gas emis-
sions now, feedback loops 
would continue to melt ice 
caps and raise tempera-
tures, according to Matt 

Bethurem, assistant profes-
sor of environmental sci-
ence. Now, if we were to try 
and reverse climate change, 
we would only slow down 
the progression and keep 
life as we know it around a 
little longer. 

With the information out 
there about climate change 
and the impacts that can 
now be seen and felt in melt-
ing ice caps and rising tem-
peratures, not to mention a 
hot topic among classmates, 
I wonder how people can 
still resist the facts and car-
ry on believing this heat is 
natural. It is more terrifying 
to live in a world where peo-
ple are more ready to accept 
the existence of the extinct 
megalodon than climate 
change.  

By CAM NEIBLUM
Contributing Writer
cneiblum@allegheny.edu

Double fault: Williams and the U.S. Open

Serena Williams is without a doubt one of the 
best athletes in the world. Williams has broken 
numerous records, including having won more 
grand slam tournaments than any other man or 
woman. In just 23 years, Williams has forever 
changed the game of tennis and women’s ath-
letics as a whole.

Williams is not just a tennis superstar, but she 
is also a champion for women. She has proved 
time and time again the strength of women. 
Williams has been bullied, and still is, for her 
appearance, and reporters have criticized Wil-
liams’s body from day one. Reporters have even 
made comments along the lines of “Williams 
was actually born a man,” and refer to Serena 
and her sister, Venus, as the Williams brothers. 

In an interview with Harper’s Bazaar, Wil-
liams said, “This is me, and this is my weapon 
and machine.” 

Despite all the critics, Williams has stunned 
on the covers of different magazines, including 
Harper’s Bazaar and Vogue.

What has been even more inspiring to watch 
is Williams’s fearless return to the sport after 
a near death experience after the birth of her 
daughter, Olympia, last year.

Williams was chained to her bed for six 
weeks after giving birth because of life-threat-
ening health issues. Williams suffered a pulmo-
nary embolism, a hematoma in her abdomen 
and underwent major surgery to prevent blood 
clots from forming and traveling to her lungs. 
Not only did Williams return to the Women’s 
Tennis Association tour in 2018 after this series 
of traumatizing events, she also used her expe-
rience to advocate for a UNICEF campaign to 
provide better medical practices to pregnant 
women and newborns.  

Even if you are not the biggest fan of Wil-
liams, you have to admit that she is one incredi-
bly strong woman.  

However, Williams’ strength and character 
have been called into question with her recent 
behavior at the 2018 U.S. Open. During the 
finals, Williams was penalized for smash-
ing her racquet, arguing with the umpire 
and illegally receiving coaching during the 
match. Williams denies that there was any 
illegal communication between her and her 
long-time coach, Patrick Mouratoglou, even 
though Mouratoglou has confirmed that he 

was giving signals to Williams.
Williams claims that although Mouratoglou 

has admitted he was making motions, she had 
no clue what the motions meant, therefore she 
was not cheating. What made the situation 
worse, was how Williams treated the umpire, 
Carlos Ramos, after receiving the penalty. In-
stead of behaving like a nearly 40-year-old pro-
fessional who has played on the tour for more 
than 20 years, Williams threw a full blown tan-
trum.

“Thief” was just one of the unkind names 
Williams chose to repeatedly call the umpire.  
Williams’ insults cost her $17,000 in fines.  

While Williams’ behavior on the court 
during the finals is not something to commend, 
how she is transforming the incident to bring to 
light the issue of sexism in the game of tennis 
is something to be admired. Williams has ex-
plained that she has seen a number of profes-
sional male tennis players act in much cruder 
ways and argues the umpire’s calls during her 
finals match was an act of sexism.

“(Ramos) has never taken a game from a man 
because they said ‘thief,’” Williams said in an in-
terview with CNN. “For me it blows my mind. 
But I’m going to continue to fight for women.”

CNN also referenced a tweet from Billie Jean 
King, a female tennis legend, following Wil-
liams’ behavior during the finals.

“When a woman is emotional, she’s ‘hyster-
ical’ and she’s penalized for it.” King tweeted. 
“When a man does the same, he’s ‘outspoken,’ 
and there are no repercussions. Thank you, Ser-
ena Williams, for calling out this double stan-
dard. More voices are needed to do the same”

Although I believe Williams was initially 
throwing a tantrum out of frustration which is 
beyond inappropriate, it is admirable how open-
ly Williams is using the incident to raise aware-
ness about the discrepancies between men and 
women’s tennis. Williams’ outburst has brought 
a much larger issue of sexism in the sport to 
light.

William’s behavior during the U.S. Open fi-
nals was mortifying. No grown woman should 
need to be issued nearly $20,000 in fines to stop 
harassing an umpire. But Williams has been 
an inspiration to women for decades. From 
winning grand slams, to advocating for body 
positivity, speaking openly about her postpar-
tum depression and campaigning for women’s 
healthcare, Williams truly is a champion for 
women everywhere.

As a fan of tennis, and an even bigger fan of 
the queen herself, I am as disappointed as 
anyone. The recent controversy surrounding 
the U.S. Open Grand Slam match between 
Williams and newcomer Naomi Osaka has, 
in typical 21st century American fashion, ex-
ploded into a moral and political debate. 

But the more one explores the facts of what 
occurred, it becomes clear that the match was 
not a poignant illustration of gender inequal-
ity and sexism as Williams claims, but a poi-
gnant illustration of the problem with Wil-
liams, both as a sporting icon and as a person. 

Here is a brief summary of what happened 
during the final which sparked national con-
versation.  During the match against Osaka, 
Williams was penalized with three separate 
code violations, one for receiving hand sig-
nals from her coach, another for smashing 
her racquet and a third for arguing with and 
yelling at the chair umpire, Carlos Ramos.

The code violations culminated into a 
game penalty, and she ended up losing the fi-
nal to the young Osaka in straight sets. After, 
she accused Ramos of being harsh and sexist 
with his calls against her. 

At the core of this issue is a fundamental 
and recurring problem with Williams’s per-
sonality. Her history of violent outbursts and 
sore losing has stained her illustrious career 
on many occasions. She has never been afraid 
to chew out an umpire for a call she deemed 
incorrect or smash her racquet after a loss. 
Most famously, she was slapped with a two-
year probation after threatening to shove a 
tennis ball down a linewoman’s throat.

Her passion for the game cannot be ques-
tioned, but often, that passion spills over into 
an inappropriate and downright childish 
realm. This most recent incident in the final 
exemplifies this; Williams was already losing 
to Osaka when she was assessed the game 
penalty. 

Although she insisted she was not cheating, 
her coach admitted afterwards he had been 
coaching from the sidelines. It is well-known 
that illegal in-game coaching is a tactic widely 
used by players and coaches anyway, but the 
fact of the matter is Williams was caught in the 
act, and the umpire was within his rights, no 

matter how strict, to dole out a violation. 
If the matter had ended there, the focus 

would be on the up-and-comer Osaka and 
her impressive victory over one of the greatest 
tennis players of all time. Williams’s dispute 
with the umpire would have been forgotten 
and she would have been free to pout in one 
of her multi-million dollar mansions.

However, it seems Williams could not take 
the notion of relenting the spotlight to anoth-
er athlete, and accordingly ignited the world 
in controversy after accusing Ramos of blatant 
sexism. Was there any merit to the allegation? 
Probably not. While Ramos was certain-
ly strict and unforgivingly disciplined in his 
approach to the match, he has a well-docu-
mented history of this against both men and 
women.

He has assessed several high-profile con-
troversial penalties to stars such as Andy 
Murray, Rafael Nadal and Novak Djokovic. 
Perhaps this all could have been avoided if 
Williams had simply done some background 
research on the umpire beforehand in order 
to anticipate his level of severity. 

To make matters worse, Williams’s inabili-
ty to accept defeat with honor resulted in the 
complete disregard, and even shaming, of the 
rightful champion Osaka. At the post-match 
awards ceremony, William’s acceptance of 
her second place trophy was met with thun-
derous cheers while Osaka received furious 
boos when her name was called. If you still 
think what Williams did was “heroic,” go on 
YouTube and watch the 20-year-old Osaka in 
tears as the crowd boos her off the stage. 

Williams is undoubtedly a sporting icon; 
she has this vibrant personality and relentless 
passion for everything she does that makes 
her so admirable and entertaining. But it is 
when her antics get in the way of others re-
ceiving their due credit that makes me lose 
respect for her. As an international brand and 
role model for young girls around the world, 
Williams must be held to a higher standard.

Running to sexism as a cover for a loss flies 
in the face of the feminism and female em-
powerment Williams is claiming to advocate. 
A desire to win is one thing. Shifting blame, 
refusing to respect opponents and desperately 
craving attention is a different ballgame — or 
tennis match — entirely.

By HANNAH SCHAFFER
Science/International Editor
schafferh@allegheny.edu

By SAM DUNHAM
Contributing Writer
dunhams@allegheny.edu

Williams ruined the U.S. Open Grand Slam

Since first kneeling during 
the national anthem before 
his Sept. 1, 2016, football  
game, Colin Kaepernick 
has been a hot topic in the 
American political sphere. 
He has been accused of 
“ruining football” with his 
political activism by con-
servative football fans and 
attacked by President Don-
ald Trump during an Oval 
Office interview, who called 
Kaepernick  “terrible” and 
called for his suspension 
from the NFL when he 
kneeled the first time. 

Now, Nike has taken a 
stance by featuring Kaeper-
nick in its new ad, “Believe in 
something, even if it means 

sacrificing everything.” 
Internet users have ex-

pressed support for and 
opposition to the ad, with 
some taking their opinions 
to extremes. For example, 
sections of the Mississippi 
police department released 
statements they will no lon-
ger buy any Nike gear, and 
people have posted videos 
of themselves lighting their 
Nike shoes on fire. 

There are many different 
levels to the #BoycottNike 
trend to unpack.

First, if you are so angry 
at your Nike shoes suddenly 
being a political statement, 
rather than burning them, 
donate them to someone or 
somewhere that could use 
the shoes. Do not rip the 
swoosh off your shirt, just 
give it away.

On a larger scale, if you 
are so against this Nike 
ad featuring a man who is 
actively fighting against 
African Americans being 
unfairly treated, arrested 
without cause and mur-
dered by law enforcement 
that you feel the need to 
burn your Nike shoes and 
rip the swoosh off your 
socks, I recommend look-
ing in the mirror and con-
sidering where you stand in 
the fight for equality. 

Many of the #BoycottNi-
ke supporters have stated 
they are not trying to make 
a political statement, they 
are merely saying they don’t 
want clothes to be political. 
This, in theory, is a valid 
statement, but it is very dif-
ficult for possessions to not 
have a political statement, 

whether inadvertent or not. 
For instance, many peo-

ple stopped wearing L.L. 
Bean after Linda Bean, the 
heiress to the L.L. Bean 
company, donated $30,000 
to Trump’s 2016 election 
campaign. A large move-
ment dubbed “Grab Your 
Wallet,” has a constantly 
updated list of all Trump 
supporting businesses and 
argues that if a consumer 
supports any of these busi-
nesses, they are supporting 
Trump and his beliefs.  

I find that extreme for 
sure, because some peo-
ple don’t have the luxury to 
stop supporting businesses 
that also sell “Ivanka” brand 
because all other options 
are far too expensive. But it 
shows that everything is po-
litical now, in some capacity. 

It is time to accept that 
everything we wear has po-
litical connotations. If that 
makes you uncomfortable, 
you could become a nud-
ist, but there are definitely 
some underlying political 
stances in that movement as 
well. 

Do not get rid of your 
Nikes because they are sud-
denly political — they al-
ready were, as is everything 
you own. Understand where 
you sit politically, and take 
a stance for your opinions 
with your words and ac-
tions.  

By MASHA SERGUIEVSKI
Contributing Writer
serguievskia@allegheny.edu

Climate change is still an issue, even at Allegheny College

Believing in Kaepernick, Nike, the boycott that followed

The issue of  sexism revolving around tennis

It is more terrifying 
to live in a world 
where people are 
more ready to accept 
the existence of the 
extinct megalodon 
than climate change.”

—CAM NEIBLUM
Class of 2020
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Pharmacy—a career you can count on.

Promote yourself with a Doctor of Pharmacy 
degree (Pharm.D.) from Duquesne. Our Pharm.D. 
graduates enjoy a 99% job placement rate, with 
an average starting salary of $110,000. 
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College makes strides to accomplish 2020 neutrality goal
By HANNAH SCHAFFER
Science/International Editor
schafferh@allegheny.edu

Allegheny College encour-
ages its students to actively 
promote sustainability — 
through campus rain gardens, 
environmental community 
art, a comprehensive com-
posting program, a green 
roof, LEED certified build-
ings, geoexchange heating 
and cooling, porous parking 
lots, wind generated electrici-
ty, an annual campus wide en-
ergy challenge and a Climate 
Action Plan to achieve carbon 
neutrality by the year 2020.  

Allegheny’s sustainability 
website includes a list of “En-
vironmental Guiding princi-
ples” that outline the college’s 
sustainability goals. 

The principles state, “Al-
legheny College strives to be 
a community in which the 
earth’s natural resources are 
used and sustained in man-
ners that safeguard the health 
and survival of present and 

future generations.”  
In 2008, the college created 

the position of sustainability 
coordinator, and hired Kelly 
Boulton, ’02. The coordinator 
collaborates with Alleghe-
ny Student Government and 
other campus groups to de-
velop new initiatives that en-
courage sustainability.  

“I’m working on updating 
our greenhouse gas invento-
ry right now, so we’ll know 
how close we are to our goal,” 
Boulton said.  “We are over 
50 percent of the way towards 
achieving neutrality.” 

The college’s sustainability 
website reports that Allegheny 
processes 800-900 pounds of 
food waste and compostable 
paper and plastic collected on 
campus every day. 

Allegheny is also working 
to minimize landfill waste 
and currently sponsors tray-
less dining, reusable to-go 
boxes and a Bring Your Own 
Cup Program in all dining fa-
cilities to cut down on waste. 
The Office of Sustainability 

reported that the reusable 
to-go box program has so far 
eliminated enough waste to 
fill five dorm rooms and saves 
over $13,000 annually.  

Several college buildings 
have also made a commit-
ment to building efficiency 
and energy conservation.

North Village I has achieved 
LEED Certified recognition 
with its incorporation of re-
cycled materials, high indoor 
air quality and efficient water 
fixtures and lighting. 

The Vukovich Center for 
Communication Arts incor-
porates recycled materials and 
a green roof into its structure. 
The Allegheny College Office 
of Admissions, North Village 
II and Carr Hall also incor-
porate elements that advance 
the college’s commitment to 
efficiency and energy conser-
vation.  

In addition to these initia-
tives, the college also sponsors 
Daily Sustainability for Green 
Gators, a guide that includes 
details on ways employees can 

improve daily sustainability in 
a variety of areas, including 
energy use, travel, paper use, 
waste, food and drink choic-
es and personal sustainabili-
ty. The college’s sustainability 
website states that a guide for 
students will be published 
soon.  

Allegheny also sponsors 
the Carrden, Food & Agri-
culture Resources for Mead-
ville — a group of college and 
Meadville community mem-
bers that promotes buying lo-
cal — and is a partner in the 
development of the Commu-
nity Garden at the Meadville 
Area Recreation Center.  

“There are a lot of efforts 
we are doing across campus 
that are directly tied to the 
carbon neutrality goal,” Boul-
ton said.  

The college’s Strategic 
Planning Committee is plan-
ning to create a subcommittee 
dedicated to carbon neutrality 
and exploring how the college 
can more forward in achiev-
ing its carbon neutrality goal.  

“There’s a lot of different 
layers of impacts that add up 
to our carbon footprint and 
our greenhouse gas emissions, 
but we are working away at it 
and have been making really 
good progress,” Boulton said.  

However, there are still 
many ways for college sus-
tainability to improve, ac-
cording to Boulton.  

“There are a lot of more 
operational things that we 
have to tackle, like all of the 
travel that is financed by the 
college,” Boulton said.  

Allegheny has established 
programs such as the reusable 
to-go boxes, reusable sporks 
and encourages the use of re-
usable water bottles to allow 
students to conveniently en-
joy a waste free meal.  

“(The reusable to-go box 
program) has the potential to 
eliminate 350,000 boxes plus 
the boats and plates every 
year,” said Cathlin Lord, ’20, 
ASG director of sustainabili-
ty and environmental affairs. 
“The carbon emissions (the 

reusable to-go boxes) can 
eliminate is equal to planting 
420 trees per year,” Lord said.  

After every purchase in 
McKinley’s Food Court, 
cashiers hand students a 
non-recyclable receipt that 
details their purchase and ac-
count balance.  

“(Parkhust Dining Ser-
vices) says they can’t get rid of 
the receipts because that is the 
way they can prove that you 
paid for your food,” Boulton 
said.  

Boulton said she has been 
coordinating with the col-
lege’s accounting office, which 
owns the cash registers and 
card swipe system used in 
McKinley’s, to see if there is 
some way the college could 
move to using a mobile app.  

“I challenge students to 
recognize that if you don’t like 
the waste from the receipts, 
also pay attention to other 
waste,” Boulton said.  

Read the full article on 
alleghenycampus.com

Allegheny students win NOAA Hollings scholarship award
By ZAFIRAH ABDULRAHOOF 
Science/International Editor
abdulrahoofz@allegheny.edu

Three Allegheny STEM stu-
dents were selected to receive 
the Ernest F. Hollings Under-
graduate Scholarship awarded 
by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
— Grace O’Malley, ’20, biolo-
gy major and Spanish minor, 
Allyson Wood, ’20, environ-
mental science major and 
environmental writing minor, 

and Megan Hazlett, ’19 envi-
ronmental science and biol-
ogy double major. O’ Malley 
was awarded earlier this year, 
and Wood was awarded the 
scholarship in 2017.

The Hollings Scholarship 
is a competitive award that 
provides each chosen student 
with two years of tuition aid 
and a 10-week paid sum-
mer internship to conduct 
research alongside a NOAA 
mentor. The internship places 
scholars in a hands-on learn-

ing environment so they can 
gain experience in science, 
technology, research and ed-
ucation management. Only 
about 130 students per year 
receive the scholarship, and 
75 percent of NOAA Under-
graduate Scholarship alumni 
eventually move forward to 
pursue graduate programs at 
higher institutions. 

The NOAA website reports 
that Hollings alumni typically 
feel their NOAA experience 
“influenced their academic 

and career paths, expanded 
their professional networks 
and improved their skills for 
working in NOAA mission 
fields.” 

“I don’t have my internship 
until this coming summer. It’s 
a scholarship and internship 
program, so you get funding 
for your junior and senior 
year, and then the summer 
between, you get an intern-
ship at any of the NOAA fa-
cilities, and they’re all over 
the United States,” O’Malley 

said. “So in the beginning 
of October, they’ll release a 
job database, and we can go 
through and look at all the 
available projects that we can 
work on for the summer, and 
speak with a mentor and see if 
it would be a good fit, then go 
from there.” 

Campus: What class at 
Allegheny would you say has 
been most influential in your 
applying for the scholarship?

O’Malley: FS Bio was prob-
ably the one that prepared me 

the most, just because we did 
mini research projects, and 
we were able to go through 
the hypothesis of experimen-
tal design, and then writing 
the paper and presenting the 
information.

O’Malley also stated, that 
her interest in Marine Biology 
was an additional reason to 
why the Hollings Scholarship 
appealed to her. 

Read the full article on 
alleghenycampus.com
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Partisan gerrymandering: An ongoing battle in PA
By MATTHEW STEINBERG
Features Editor
steinbergm@allegheny.edu

In June 2017, the Pennsylva-
nia League of Women Vot-
ers filed a lawsuit against the 
Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania for partisan gerryman-
dering. This lawsuit launched 
a state-wide movement that 
questioned the constitutional-
ity of Pennsylvania’s congres-
sional map, which had been 
in effect since 2011.

In January 2018, the Penn-
sylvania Supreme Court ruled 
the congressional map un-
constitutional, and new con-
gressional lines were drawn. 

Partisan gerrymandering 
is the manipulation of district 
maps to favor a political par-
ty. Congressional and state 
legislative district maps are 
redrawn every 10 years in the 
United States. 

Chair of Fair Districts 
PA Carol Kuniholm spoke 
to students and community 
members about partisan ger-
rymandering in Pennsylva-
nia at noon on Tuesday, Sept. 
18, 2018, in the Patricia Bush 
Tippie Alumni Center.

“People think, ‘oh, now 
the problem’s over because 
we have new district lines,’ ” 
Kuniholm said prior to the 
event. “And it’s not over at 
all, because the process is still 
what it was. The process is 
still very secretive, very much 
controlled by leaders, and the 
state house and senate dis-
tricts are still very badly ger-
rymandered.”

Allegheny’s Law and Policy 
Program and Center for Polit-
ical Participation sponsored 
the Tuesday discussion, and 
Tom Cagle of Meadville, 68, 
helped organize the event. 

“We were originally con-
tacted by Kuniholm … (be-
cause) she’s doing a couple of 
events in the area in the up-
coming week,”  said CPP Fel-
low Alex Yarkowsky, ’21, prior 
to the event. “So when she said 
she had this time slot available 
on Tuesday, we did everything 
we could to make sure we 
could host her on campus.”

Since January 2016, Kuni-
holm has gone to 25 different 
districts throughout Pennsyl-
vania to speak about partisan 
gerrymandering. Kuniholm 
said she became passionate 
about gerrymandering re-

form during her time as a 
pastor in Philadelphia, where 
she saw the inequity in public 
school systems that is linked 
to the state’s issue with gerry-
mandering. 

During the discussion, 
Kuniholm first outlined the 
process of partisan gerryman-
dering, and she explained that 
partisan gerrymandering be-
gins with reapportionment. 
Some states grow in popula-
tion over time, while others, 
like Pennsylvania, do not and 
may even decrease in popu-
lation. Congressional seats in 
the House of Representatives 
must then be reallocated. This 
reallocation happens after ev-
ery national census conduct-
ed by the U.S. Census Bureau. 

“If a state is growing in 
population relative to other 
states, they get more seats,” 
Kuniholm said. “If they’re 
losing population relative to 
other states, they lose a seat 
… that triggers the next word, 
which is redistricting.”

Pennsylvania lost a seat in 
congress after the 2010 na-
tional census, and the state is 
predicted to lose another fol-
lowing the 2020 national cen-
sus, according to Kuniholm. 
As the population changes, 
the congressional district 
lines are redrawn accordingly, 
but Kuniholm said state legis-
lative lines must be redrawn 
as well, since the population 
shifts not only in the state but 
in different towns, cities and 
counties as well. 

In Pennsylvania, a five-per-
son commission comprised 
of state legislators redraws the 
state legislative lines after ev-
ery national census, which has 
led to partisan gerrymander-
ing in Pennsylvania, according 
to Kuniholm. The commission 
is not subordinate to anyone 
and can draw the district lines 
however they see fit. 

Kuniholm said it is import-
ant to note that the United 
States is one of only two de-
mocracies in the world that 
allows its legislators to have 
any kind of involvement in the 
redistricting process. She said 
it is a conflict of interest, and 
all other democracies besides 
Malaysia have a separate body 
redraw their district lines. 

State legislative districts in 
Pennsylvania are not drawn 
fairly, according to the Fair 
Districts PA website. Kuni-

holm explained different tac-
tics politicians use to benefit 
themselves and their party, in-
cluding Sweetheart gerryman-
dering, cracking and packing. 

Kuniholm used Pennsyl-
vania’s seventh district as an 
example of one that has been 
greatly affected by gerryman-
dering tactics over the last 60 
years. It progressed from a 
“fairly reasonable district” to 
one that has been altered sig-
nificantly and has been dubbed 
“Goofy Kicking Donald.”

“What changed?” Kuni-
holm asked.

She said one change that 
contributed to gerryman-
dered districts, like the sev-
enth district, was advance-
ments in mapping technology. 

“Think about how much 
easier it is to do things with 
maps, even now (more so) 
than three years ago,” Kuni-
holm said. “In the past, gerry-
mandering was done with an 
actual paper map, pens and a 
thumbtack … now, mapping 
technology is amazing.”

Kuniholm said Pennsyl-
vania is often regarded as the 
state most affected by ger-
rymandering in the United 
Sates. There are five different 
measurements to detect gerry-
mandering, which include “ef-
ficiency gaps,” “seats-to-votes,” 
“mean-median,” “simulated 
elections” and “lopsided wins.” 
Pennsylvania ranks as the most 
gerrymandered state by the ef-
ficiency gaps and seats-to-votes 
measurements, second by the 

mean-median, third by the 
simulated elections and fifth by 
the lopsided wins. 

There is a solution to ger-
rymandering, but Kuniholm 
said lawsuits, like the one 
made by the League of Wom-
en Voters in 2017, are not the 
answer. Once the 2020 na-
tional census is conducted, 
Pennsylvania congressional 
districts will be redrawn once 
again and could deviate from 
the map redrawn in 2018.

Allowing state legislative 
district lines to be gerryman-
dered leads to a number of 
issues in Pennsylvania, in-
cluding an impact on voters, 
according to Kuniholm.

“The impact on voters is, 
first of all, diminished en-
gagement, but also lack of 
choice,” Kuniholm said. “If 

those districts are designed 
for one party or the other, 
nobody’s going to run against 
the party that it’s designed for. 
So, in 2016, 57 percent of our 
state legislative races had no 
opposition.”  

For the 2018 midterm 
elections, 38 percent of seats 
in Pennsylvania’s House of 
Representatives are still unop-
posed, along with 24 percent 
of senate seats. 

The situation is not much 
better for the many state legis-
lators who strive to represent 
their districts, according to 
Kuniholm. “Good legislators” 
are often the targets of cam-
paigns seeking to flip a district 
in favor of a certain party. 

Bipartisan solutions are 
also fading away as legislators 
lose their sense of compro-

mise for the betterment of all 
citizens, according to Kuni-
holm. She said there are “huge 
economic implications for the 
inability to come to bipartisan 
solutions.”

Since the founding of Fair 
Districts PA in January 2016, 
the organization has hoped 
for a constitutional amend-
ment that changes the way 
districts are drawn. Kuniholm 
said state legislative district-
ing requires an amendment 
because “the process is in our 
state constitution.”

The group has also been 
supporting bills to change the 
process of congressional dis-
tricting and continues to en-
courage and build grassroot 
support for the cause — in 
addition to establishing more 
relationships with legislators. 

‘A Simple Favor’ tackles dark comedy in suburban setting
By MARLEY PARISH
Editor-in-chief
parishm@allegheny.edu

Hell hath no fury like a wom-
an trapped in suburbia. 

Directed by Paul Feig, “A 
Simple Favor,” tells the story 
of Stephanie Smothers (Anna 
Kendrick) and Emily Nelson 
(Blake Lively) — two mothers 
of elementary schoolers, liv-
ing in the suburbs outside of 
New York City. 

“A Simple Favor” consists 
of the perfect cast to achieve 
its dark comedy status — the 
peppy Kendrick and author-

itative Lively. While 
this film’s plot re-

sembles that 
of David 

Finch-
e r ’ s 

“Gone Girl,” the movie is sure 
to have you laughing in your 
seat and wondering what is 
going to happen next. 

Nelson and Smothers seem 
to develop an unlikely friend-
ship, but as the plot unfolds, 
the film’s many twists and 
turns are revealed. Secrets 
are kept, lies are told, and no 
cleaning trick from a mom 
vlog could clean this mess up. 

“A Simple Favor” begins 
with Smothers’s vlog. Before 
teaching her subscribers how 
to bake zucchini cookies, 
Smothers explains how her 
“best friend” Nelson has been 
missing for five days after she 
asked Smothers for a “simple 
favor” — to pick her son, Nicky, 
up from school — only to dis-
appear without a trace.

A PR director in the city, 
Nelson is unlike any other 
parent in the film. Not only 
does Nelson wear regal, pin-

stripe pant suits, cooking is 
not her strong suit; she 

never volunteers as a 
classroom parent, 

and she works 
a full-time 

j o b 

in 

the infamous, mythical “city.” 
Lively’s striking features 

and tousled, blonde locks 
are enough to set her apart 
from the pastel-wearing, mini 
van-driving soccer moms. 
While Kendrick’s character 
plays “Zombie Mom” with her 
son, Miles, Lively’s idea of let-
ting Nicky have fun is “tearing 
her labia while he came out of 
the womb.” 

A single mom, Smoth-
ers loves baking, volunteer-
ing and spending time with 
Miles. When Nelson and 
Smothers’s sons want to have 
a playdate after school, Nel-
son invites Smothers to her 
home for a drink — a strong, 
dry, gin martini. Taken aback 
by Nelson’s home — a rigid 
house, decorated by nude art 
and a kitchen every housewife 
dreams of having — Smoth-
ers is unsure how to relate to 
Nelson’s vulgar humor, inde-
pendent nature and hands-off 
parenting style. 

As the two spend more 
and more time together, they 
begin sharing secrets and per-
sonal stories about their lives. 
Nelson casually admits to 
having a threesome with her 

husband and his teaching as-
sistant. A drunk Smothers 

dramatically reveals she 
developed an intimate 
relationship with her 

half-brother when she was a 
teenager and maintained the 
relationship into adulthood 
until her husband and brother 
were killed in a car accident. 

After Smothers receives 
a tip from one of her vlog 
viewers, Nelson’s body is dis-
covered in a lake in Michi-
gan. At the funeral, Smothers 
is accused of trying to take 
over the role of Nicky Nelson’s 
mom, and she has sex with 
Nelson’s husband. 

Clearly Smothers is a true 
pal to make sure her supposed-
ly dead best friend’s husband is 
mourning properly and then 
moves in with the father and 
son — what a friend. 

After cleaning out Nelson’s 
closet to replace her designer 
evening gowns with collared 
dresses and cat-print sweat-
ers, Smothers comes home 
to find all of Nelson’s clothes 
back in their rightful place. 
Smothers receives a phone 
call from Nelson, who is re-
vealed to be alive and a twin, 
telling her that she has been 
watching her. 

The scene had the poten-
tial for thrill, but Kendrick’s 
playful jokes paired with Live-
ly’s snarky comments about 
incest result in a banter that 
is impossible to take seriously. 

Although Kendrick por-
trays the quirky, helicop-

ter parent perfectly, the 
apron-wearing soccer mom is 
not to be underestimated. 

Using her vlog to uncover 
secrets and taunt the dramat-
ic Nelson into coming back 
home, Smothers organizes a 
family reunion that nobody 
saw coming, a party any 
housewife would be proud of. 

Nelson struts downstairs 
in her home, wearing a floral 
swing dress — the brightest 
colors she wears in the film. 
Lively looks like she stepped 
out of the 1950s, ironic for 
the actress who starred as the 
woman who never aged in 
“The Age of Adelaide.” 

Nelson, Smothers and Nel-
son’s husband argue, leaving 
Smothers in the middle as she 
is forced to choose between 
her best friend and her lover. 
Surprisingly, the dainty mother 
pulls out a gun and shoots Sean 
Nelson in the chest, leaving 
him unconscious on the floor. 

If it were not for the 
fake-looking blood and Ken-
drick’s over dramatic reaction, 
I would have believed Sean 
Nelson was actually dead, but 
Lively’s character is no fool. 

Nelson quickly takes con-
trol over the scene as she pulls 
out a gun of her own, decid-
ing who she should kill and 
what the story should be. 

Claiming that she loves 

her son, Nelson says she only 
faked her death because she 
wanted to save the family 
from its overwhelming debt 
and then blames Smothers for 
messing up her $400-million 
life insurance policy. 

After quickly shooting her 
husband in the shoulder, Nel-
son aims at Smothers next, 
only to be taken by surprise 
after Smothers reveals a but-
ton-sized nanny camera on 
her blouse. 

In a turn of events, Smoth-
ers and Nelson fight to the 
almost death — Nelson runs 
out of the house in an attempt 
to flee the police; however, she 
is stopped by a Prius driven by 
one of the elementary school 
dads. Yes, a Prius, stopped the 
diabolical, selfish mommy. 

“A Simple Favor” is a fresh 
take on “Gone Girl.” It is filled 
with snark, humor and two 
strong women who are too 
smart for their own good. 

This movie is worth the 
watch. Trade in your popcorn 
for a strong, dry, gin martini 
and get ready to discover the 
secrets lurking within the 
suburbs. Between the crafts, 
baked goods and sweater sets, 
who knew soccer moms had 
so many secrets to hide? 

7.5/10 

Photos by EMILY RICE/THE CAMPUS
Above: Chair of Fair Districts PA Carol Kuniholm speaks about gerrymandering in the Patricia Bush Tippie Alumni Center 
Tuesday, Sept. 18, 2018. Below: Students and community members attend the presentation on partisan gerrymandering. 

Contributed by Pixabay
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FAMILY TRADITION

Photos by EMILY RICE/THE CAMPUS
Top: Members of the Allegheny College fraternity and sorority life community gather for a group photo after Fall Run Out Saturday, Sept. 15, 2018, in Brooks Circle. 
Above left: Julianna Sebolt, ’20, Katie Finneran, ’20, Stephanie Harrington, ’20, and Margaret Zeller, ’20, run out, representing Kappa Alpha Theta, Mu Chapter. 
Above right: The brothers of Phi Delta Theta gather in Brooks Circle after presenting their members to the rest of the fraternity and sorority communities. 

By DOMINIC BELL
Contributing Writer
belld@allegheny.edu

Spider-Man is without a doubt the ultimate 
mascot for Marvel Comics. In his almost 
six-decade history, he has entered the upper 
pantheon of costumed heroes, reaching ranks 
reserved only for Superman, Batman and 
Wonder Woman before him.

With this in mind, the Mighty Marvel 
House of Ideas has capitalized on this, 
plastering Peter Parker’s mug over every form 
of media invented in the last half-century. 
Three Spider-Men graced the big screen in 15 
years, with animated series, anime and video 
games of varying quality to follow. 

In terms of video games however, that 
quality quickly settled into mediocre outings 
for the webslinger, and fans reacted accordingly. 
It was not that fans were sick of Spidey — it 
was just that he wasn’t getting the credit they 
felt he deserved, in the same way Rocksteady 
Games defined Batman for a new generation 
of gamers in its smash-hit “Arkham” series. It 
seemed as if that chance would never come.

Until 2016, when the trailer for ‘Marvel’s 
Spider-Man’ was released at Electronic 
Entertainment Expo, an international games 
conference that showcases the best upcoming 
titles across all platforms. Imagine fans’ shock 
and subsequent giddiness when the trailer 
showed Spider-Man spinning through the 
streets of a gloriously realized New York City, 
twisting and contorting his body in ways as 
only a spider can. 

But then came nervousness — the game 
developers at Insomniac Games have a history 
of developing only original projects like 
“Spyro” and “Ratchet & Clank,” and their latest 
offering, the 2014 hypercharged open-world 
adventure “Sunset Overdrive,” while critically 
lauded, was not quite the hit they hoped for.

This, coupled with a tenuous partnership 
between Sony, the current owners of 

Spider-Man’s rights, Marvel Entertainment 
and Insomniac did little to meet the high 
expectations of Spidey fans and led to one of 
the most anticipated games of the modern 
console era, if not of all time.

And now that it is here, it is safe to say this is 
one of the best games PlayStation has to offer.

“Marvel’s Spider-Man,” a PlayStation 4 
exclusive, utilizes every aspect of modern video-
gaming and pushes to its maximum potential, 
delivering an emotionally grounded, interesting 
story that evokes genuine moments of pathos 
from Peter Parker & Company, while still 
crafting gameplay mechanics that are endlessly 
fun and memorable — though not revolutionary. 
The combat and web-swinging especially steal 
the spotlight, along with a mammoth New York 
City that is filled with entertaining, if a little 
unsatisfying side missions.

Insomniac’s Spider-Man takes a unique track 
that is different from any other representation 
of the hero, as this version follows a 23-year-old 
Peter Parker, who has been fighting crime and 
spinning webs for eight years as he navigates his 
unlucky personal life. As Peter, you spend much 
of the game not just stopping bad guys, but 
attempting to reconnect with Mary Jane, now 
a Daily Bugle reporter — a Lois Lane type so 
good the D.C. Universe should be taking notes. 

You also attempt to connect to Peter’s ex-
girlfriend of six months, who works as a lab 
assistant for a character from Spidey’s rogue 
gallery that’s too good to spoil, while trying 
to scrape enough money together to find a 
permanent place to live that’s not his Aunt 
May’s couch.

In the game’s opening minutes, as you swing 
through the streets of an impeccably detailed 
New York City, you pass a delightful mixture of 
real-world Big Apple tourist spots and Marvel 
Cinematic Universe locales. It becomes clear 
that this is unlike any Spider-Man game you 
have ever played. 

Then, after a thrilling opening sequence in 
which Spidey finally takes down crime lord 

Wilson Fisk, otherwise known as Kingpin, 
there’s a realization that this is a very 
different experience entirely 
— a welcome departure 
from regular 
superhero outings 
that equals, if 
not surpasses, 
most of the films 
in the Marvel canon, 
Webhead or no Webhead.  

The combat system, while 
reminiscent of the “Arkham” series’ FreeFlow 
mechanics, have been refined, exchanging 
the Dark Knight’s muscular, bone-crunching 
counters for a system that enhances Spider-
Man’s acrobatic flips and spins. Spidey dodges 
and swings through the air with ease and 
agility, though with plenty of opportunity to 
break jaws and crack wise while doing so.

Truly though, if there are any categories 
in “Marvel’s Spider-Man” that stand out 
above the rest, it’s the traversal system and 
the performances. Swinging through New 
York City is somehow both exhilarating and 
intuitive. This is Spider-Man by way of Evel 
Knievel, throwing himself into steep dives 
off skyscrapers only to shoot out a web a split 
second before flattening onto the street. As he 
flips through the air, quipping and performing 
jaw-dropping, daredevil tricks all the while, 
the controller might as well be a pair of web-
shooters attached to your wrists. It is that good.  

Perhaps the greatest accomplishment of 
the game, though, is the acting. As Peter 
Parker, Yuri Lowenthal shines, imbuing both 
Peter and Spider-Man with distinct, equally 
riveting personalities. He is hilarious, moving 
and believable at every turn. It is never a 
simple task to pick your favorite version of a 
superhero, but after playing through the nearly 
20-hour campaign that rivals Naughty Dog’s 
“Uncharted” and “Last of Us” series in terms 
of narrative sophistication, it becomes even 
harder because Lowenthal is easily one of the 9.5/10 

best to ever play the role.
Supporting him are a terrific Laura 

Bailey as MJ and Nancy Linari as Aunt May, 
reimagined as a social worker at a charity run 
by philanthropist Martin Li, who moonlights 
as Mr. Negative, the crime boss of a ruthless 
gang called the Demons. 

Countless Spider-Man villains make 
appearances throughout the game, and half 
the fun of playing is the joy you experience 
every time one of Spidey’s classic adversaries 
shows up to wreak havoc. The other missions 
in the game are insubstantial compared to 
the weight of the campaign and lead to some 
bouts of frustration, as there is a sense of 
missed opportunities as you swing around the 
city helping New Yorkers rescue their escaped 
pigeons, when it is clear you could be doing so 
much more. 

The criticisms here, though, are slight. It 
cannot be understated that this is a triumph 
nearly all across the board, and, with a slew 
of downloadable content dropping in the next 
few months, as well as a tease of a sequel at the 
end credits, this is guaranteed to make many 
diehard Microsoft and PC fans want to jump 
ship and buy a PlayStation. This is one of the 
definitive achievements of modern gaming.

Run Out is a tradition at Allegheny College where members of fraternities and sororities present their members to the college community. All organizations gather in Brooks 
Circle as they “run out” and cheer. The 2018 Fall Run Out took place Saturday, Sept. 15, 2018, in Brooks Circle. 

Contributed by MayanTimeGod/DeviantArt

‘Marvel’s Spider-Man’ a swinging success
The web-slinging hero is re-imagined in PlayStation’s new game
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Women’s rugby looks to 
expand campus presence
By JAKE REIDENBACH
Junior Sports Editor
reidenbachj@allegheny.edu

Rugby was created in late 
19th-century England and 
soon after, American uni-
versities began competing 
against one another. How-
ever, it was not until the late 
1960s, when rugby started to 
gain popularity, reports USA 
Rugby. 

Today, the upswing in rug-
by’s popularity can be seen on 
Allegheny’s campus, accord-
ing to Madison Heeter, ’20, 
who had little knowledge of 
the sport before coming to 
college. 

“I never played rugby be-
fore college,” Heeter said. “I 
had always wanted to play 
football, so I thought it would 
be kind of cool.”

Her teammate Bailey Pifer, 
’19, was in a similar situation. 

“I kind of knew about the 
rugby team but wasn’t sure I 
wanted to play,” Pifer said.

After both women signed 
up for rugby at the involve-
ment fair during their first 
year at Allegheny, Heeter 
and Pifer said they attended 
“rookie practice.” 

Heeter said it was “love at 
first practice.”

Rookie practices are held 
in order to teach new players 
the basics of rugby, said Tessa 
Lutterman, ’19. 

The practices consist of 
drills where the new players 
are taught how to play the 
sport. 

 “Rugby is pretty compli-
cated,” Lutterman said.  

Allegheny Women’s Rugby 
is expected to have around 35 
players this year, a number 
Pifer said is not surprising. 

“We are pretty consistent 
with numbers, more so in the 

fall season because that is our 
league play season,” Pifer said.

The fall season for the 
women is similar to that of a 
varsity sport because the team  
competes in a league. During 
the spring season, the play-
ers travel across the region to 
compete in a number of dif-
ferent rugby tournaments. 

Heeter said travel in both 
both the  fall and spring sea-
sons can be far. 

“The furthest we travel 
in set match season is Fair-
mont (State) which is about 
four hours away,” Heeter said. 
“Usually for tournaments it 
can be pretty far,”

The women’s team com-
peted in a national tour-
nament two seasons ago at 
SUNY-Cortland, roughly four 
and a half hours away from 
Allegheny. 

For many players on the 
team, playing rugby means 
much more than winning and 
losing. Heeter and Pifer said 
the sport has taught them les-
sons both on and of the field. 

“I love the team dynamic,” 
Heeter said. We have a really 
positive attitude that makes 
people want to keep running 
back.”

Off the field, Heeter said 
the team also gets together 
often.

 “We do a lot of team bond-
ing,” Heeter said.

Pifer said rugby has done 
“amazing” things for her. 

“It’s given me a lot of confi-
dence … and a lot of personal 
growth,” Pifer said. 

Both women said the team 
cherishes memorable mo-
ments of being on the team. 

Heeter said one of her fa-
vorite moments is, “whenever 
someone scores their first try 
... we sing a little tune on the 

field, and it’s just a really ex-
citing moment for everyone.” 

For Lutterman, one of her 
favorite memories comes 
from watching former team-
mate Tachelle Johnson, ’18.

“She picked this girl up of 
the ground and set her back 
down because she was so 
much smaller than she was,” 
Lutterman said. “I just re-
member seeing that, and that’s 
by far my favorite memory.”

Pifer reflected on the time 
the team traveled to play in a 
national tournament. 

“I think one of my favor-
ite moments was our trip to 
nationals because we were in 
five hotel rooms with 30 girls,” 
Pifer said. “We were singing 
songs. We had story time 
before bed time. It was just a 
weekend with each other not 
at school. It was just some-
thing so unique.” 

Heeter is hopeful for the 
future of Allegheny rugby. 

“The direction I hope to see 
it go in the future is continu-
ing to grow the team and give 
people the confidence that 
they are lacking because this 
sport has definitely given me 
confidence that I never had 
had in myself,” Heeter said. “I 
just want to keep putting pos-
itivity in the atmosphere and 
have people understand that 
rugby as a sport is fun. Yeah, it 
can be scary, but it’s so much 
fun.” 

Pifer hopes the club’s pres-
ence will grow on campus in 
the future as well. 

“(We) want more of a 
presence on campus and to 
get other schools involved in 
rugby because it has affected 
all of our lives so much that 
we want to see the changes in 
other people’s lives as well,” 
Pifer said.

First-year brings military 
experience to gator football
By OLIVIA BLAKESLEE
Senior Sports Editor
blakesleeo@allegheny.edu

Aaron Burnside, ’22, is don-
ning a new type of uniform. 

The 24-year-old defensive 
end joined the military after 
graduating high school and 
is now bringing five years of 
army experience to the Al-
legheny football team and 
into the classroom. 

“He can really teach our 
players, not only our fresh-
men, but also our seniors — 
who he’s older than — he can 
teach everybody a lot, even 
our coaches, a lot about sac-
rifice, commitment, handling 
adversity, all of those things,” 
said William Hammer, head 
football coach. “He can really 
speak to that in a real-life way, 
and I think that’s important 
for our guys to see, especially 
our young guys.”

Burnside said being a sol-
dier turned student gives him 
a new perspective and appre-
ciation for the student athlete 
experience.

“I can kind of see playing 
football and coming to school 
from a completely different 
perspective now that I’m 24,” 
Burnside said. “At the same 
time, I think I really place a 
larger value on my education 
and even football, too. Going 
back on the field — I hadn’t 
played football in six years 
— so going back out on the 
field and putting a helmet and 

shoulder pads on was kind of 
surreal at first.”

Burnside described his 
presence on the team as a 
conspicuous one. He said he 
has had to adjust to his role 
and the differing reactions to 
his presence. 

“I understand that some of 
these guys have maybe never 
seen or spoken to somebody 
about the military that’s been 
in the military besides maybe 
a recruiter,” Burnside said. “I 
think I have to understand 
where I’m at to feel maybe not 
insecure about it.”

Marcus Davenport, ’20, 
said one of the themes the 
team is focusing on this year 
is overcoming adversity. On 
the first day of practice, Burn-
side shared his personal ex-
perience with adversity in his 
military career.

“He came on our team al-
ready as a good resource for 
our team,” Davenport said.

Burnside said he feels pres-
sure to act in such a way that 
reflects positively on the army 
during his time on the foot-
ball team.

“In a way, I kind of repre-
sent maybe not the military as 
a whole, but the army,” Burn-
side said. “If I’m on the field 
or something, if we’re run-
ning sprints, I can’t be the one 
that’s falling out and falling 
back, you know.”

For now, the team is ad-
justing to Burnside’s pres-

ence and the novelty of what 
he represents, according to 
Burnside.

Burnside’s journey to the 
Allegheny team began when 
he was nine years old. Burn-
side continued to play and 
played for Cameron County 
High School, where he started 
on both offense and defense 
during his 11th and 12th 
grade years. Burnside also 
set the district sack record in 
2011. While in high school, 
Burnside played alongside 
Andrew Fragale, who is now 
Allegheny’s defensive line 
coach.

Fragale played a signifi-
cant role in bringing Burnside 
to Allegheny, according to 
Burnside. He said having the 
connection to the coaching 
staff made the choice to come 
to Allegheny and play football 
an easier one.

Hammer expressed his ap-
preciation for Burnside’s deci-
sion.

“Coach Fragale told me he 

was interested and I met him, 
loved him, thought he would 
be an awesome addition to 
our team, and we got him de-
cided he was going to play and 
come to Allegheny,” Hammer 
said. “I think he’s enjoying the 
heck out of it, and we’re loving 
having him on the team.”

Burnside said he knew he 
did not want to go to college 
to play sports immediately 
after graduating from high 
school.

“I don’t think that at my 
age then that I would have 
been mature enough, maybe, 
or disciplined enough to be 
able to handle playing sports 
and going to school at the 
same time,” Burnside said. “I 
was an alright student. I was 
definitely a better athlete than 
student.”

Burnside did know, how-
ever, that he wanted to join 
the military, and at 18, he en-
listed in the army and signed 
a five-year contract. Burnside 
was stationed in South Korea 

and in Fort Drum, New York, 
during his time in the service. 
He said his time in the mili-
tary made him better pre-
pared to enter the world.

“I think my best takeaways 
were definitely the character-
istics that I was able to devel-
op as a soldier to really utilize 
in the real world once I got 
out — discipline, leadership 
qualities, no doubt, social 
skills,” Burnside said.

In addition to being pre-
pared for the real world, 
Burnside said the mindset 
he developed in the army en-
sured he was better prepared 
for the classroom.

“I’m in a school setting, 

so it’s kind of structured the 
same way in a sense,” Burn-
side said. “At the same time, 
I’m making all my own deci-
sions now. It’s not like I have 
somebody over my shoulder 
24/7 like I did, so that helps 
me out considerably, being 
able to be self-disciplined.”

In addition to having a 
personal connection to Fra-
gale, Burnside said he was 
drawn to Allegheny by the 
school’s academics and close-
ness to his hometown of Em-
porium, PA.

“I knew it was going to be 
mentally challenging for me, 
and that’s something that I 
really wanted,” Burnside said. 

Contributed by AARON BURSNIDE
Aaron Burnside, ’22, fires a rifle in fatigues. Burnside 
served in the army for five years.

Going back on the field — I hadn’t played 
football in six years — so going back out on the 
field and putting a helmet and shoulder pads 
on was kind of surreal at first.

—AARON BURNSIDE 
Class of 2022

GATORS TO FACE BISHOPS

Photos by KELSEY EVANS/THE CAMPUS

Top: The Allegheny Gators were defeated with a final score of 19-40 by the 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute Engineers at the Robertson Athletic Complex 
Saturday, Sept. 1, 2018.Above: Fans cheer on the Allegheny College Football Team 
on Saturday, Sept. 1, 2018. 

The Allegheny Gators will take on the Ohio Wesleyan Bishops at 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 22, 2018, at the Robertson Athletic Complex. 




