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Pittsburgh is stronger than hate, and Tim 
Hindes, ’00, wanted to convey that mes-
sage after a gunman opened fire at 9:54 

a.m. on Saturday, Oct. 27 inside the Tree of 
Life Congregation Synagogue in Squirrel Hill. 

Hindes said he heard sirens while he was helping 
friends move about a mile away from where the shoot-
ing occurred; however, he did not realize what had hap-

pened until he went home. 
After learning the sirens he heard were the result of an act moti-

vated by hate, Hindes started doodling.
The final design: a black background with two hypocycloid shapes 

in blue and red. The third shape featured in the image is a yellow Star of 

David. The words “Stronger Than Hate” appear in stark white letters next to 
the shapes. 

Hindes graduated from Allegheny with a degree in communication arts. 
Professor of Communication Arts Michael Keeley taught Hindes while he 
was a student at the college. Keeley remembers Hindes as being a “smart, 
sensitive, and thoughtful” student who did not “toot his own horn.”

“I’m proud but not surprised it’s Tim,” Keeley said.
Hindes serves as principal and CEO of TrailBlaze Creative — a market-

ing and design firm in the South Hills of Pittsburgh. While Hindes is not 
Jewish, he said anti-Semitism was on his mind recently, after one of his 
Jewish friends was verbally attacked by anti-Semitic comments.  

Playing with different shapes and designs, Hindes decided steel was 
the best way to represent Pittsburgh’s strength — showing the city is not 
“breakable.” 

Alumnus showcases Pittsburgh’s fortitude

See HINDES   page 3
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Hillel hosted a vigil Wednesday, Oct. 31, 2018, in the Tillotson Room of the Patricia Bush Tippie Alumni 
Center to honor those who were killed in the shooting at Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh, PA, on 
Saturday, Oct. 27, 2018. The vigil was standing-room only. Students and faculty led the event. 

By MARLEY PARISH
Editor-in-Chief
parishm@allegheny.edu

When Barak Levin, ’19, was grow-
ing up, his parents and grandpar-
ents told him Jews did not have 
anyone watching out for them, but 
after looking at an overflowing Til-
lotson Room, Levin thinks his fam-
ily members were wrong. 

On Saturday, Oct. 27, a gun-
man invaded Squirrel Hill’s Tree of 
Life Synagogue and killed 11 syn-
agogue members: Joyce Fienberg, 
75, Richard Gottfried, 65, Rose 
Mallinger, 97, Jerry Rabinowitz, 66, 
Cecil Rosenthal, 59, David Rosen-
thal, 54, Bernice Simon, 84, Sylvan 
Simon, 87, Daniel Stein, 71, Melvin 
Wax, 87, and Irving Younger, 69. 

Students, faculty, staff and com-
munity members joined Allegheny 
College’s Hillel for its Tree of Life 
Memorial Vigil on Wednesday, 
Oct. 31, in the Patricia Bush Tippie 
Alumni Center. 

Adrienne Krone, assistant pro-
fessor of religious studies and di-
rector of Jewish life, welcomed at-
tendees but stressed the night was 
organized by her students — the 
speakers who led the vigil’s order 
of events. 

“I’m glad so many of you showed 
up to support them and to support 
us,” Krone said.

Hillel President Zach Cana-
li, ’19, opened the evening with a 
reflection of the past week’s tragic 
events. 

“Showing your support here to-
night fills me with hope, and I pray 
that the victims of this horrendous 
tragedy that yet live will find peace 
and healing,” Canali said. 

Recounting Saturday’s events, 
Canali stressed the innocence of 
those who were killed in the shoot-
ing. 

Their only crime — being Jew-
ish. 

“To be who they were, that was 

their only crime,” Canali said. “Be-
fore Saturday and in my ignorance, 
I would have never thought that 
such an attack would occur, but 
even more so, I would have never 
thought that such a crime could 
happen in Pittsburgh, in Squirrel 
Hill, where it would seem that ev-
ery street corner housed a syna-
gogue and where a Jew would not 
feel like an outsider he believed he 
was. It is my home.” 

Tree of Life Synagogue is not 
Canali’s synagogue, but it is a place 
of refuge; however that solace was 
defiled by “the hatred of one man” 
in what Canali described as “the 
deadliest anti-Semitic act in U.S. 
history.” 

Anti-Semitism has been on the 
rise in the United States, according 
to Canali, who fears this incident will 
not be the last tragedy of its kind. 

“But we will endure,” Canali 
said. “He will not win. We will con-
tinue to be who we are. We will not 
be dissuaded. We will continue to 
be Jews. We will not falter.” 

In Canali’s mind, there is no 
greater way to defeat hatred than 
by “continuing to live.” 

“This is not a prayer or a hope 
— but a fact,” Canali said. “We will 
survive.” 

KELSEY EVANS/THE CAMPUS

HONORING LIVES LOST
Tree of Life Synagogue

From THE CAMPUS STAFF

Remember Joyce Fienberg, 75, Richard Gottfried, 65, Rose Mallinger, 97, Jerry 
Rabinowitz, 66, Cecil Rosenthal, 59, David Rosenthal, 54, Bernice Simon, 84, Sylvan 
Simon, 87, Daniel Stein, 71, Melvin Wax, 87, and Irving Younger, 69. 

Squirrel Hill is a tight-knit community that sits on the East End of Pittsburgh, PA. This 
neighborhood was shaken on Saturday, Oct. 27 after a gunman invaded Tree of Life Synagogue. 
Eleven people were killed and six others wounded after their place of worship was turned into 
a place of fear by a man who was fueled by hate and motivated by anti-Semitism. 

The Campus staff would like to offer our sincerest condolences to the families and friends of 
the victims, all members of the Jewish community, the city of Pittsburgh and anyone else who 
has felt the impact of this attack. 

Our hearts go out to you.

Vigil honors lives 
lost in Pittsburgh 
synagogue shooting

But we will endure. He will 
not win. We will continue 
to be who we are. We will 
not be dissuaded. We will 
continue to be Jews. We 
will not falter.”

—ZACH CANALI
Hillel president, 

Allegheny College, Class of 2019

See VIGIL   page 2
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Cole visits ASG during general assembly, Fazio resigns
By SARA HOLTHOUSE
News Editor
holthouses@allegheny.edu

Allegheny Student Gov-
ernment’s general assembly 
meeting brought new chang-
es and information to cabinet 
members, senators and con-
stituents. 

ASG welcomed Provost 
and Dean of the College Ron 
Cole to speak on academic 
and curriculum matters, and 
John Fazio, ’19, made his of-
ficial announcement of resig-
nation as chief of staff during 
the meeting at 7 p.m. Tuesday 
in the Henderson Campus 
Center.

Cole spoke to ASG cabinet 
members and senators about 
smaller class sizes as well as 
professors and staff who re-
tired over the summer, along 
with changes to major and 
minor programs and how the 
new faculty members are do-
ing. 

“We’ve had a really strong 
start to the academic year,” 
Cole said. “We are aiming to 
bring down the amount of 
students we recruit, due to 
the smaller amount of high 
school students (these days). 
Because of this we also have a 
need of less staff this year. We 
didn’t force anyone to retire, 
but we added a strong incen-
tive. We had 23 faculty accept 
that retirement incentive last 
year.” 

Cole also said the college 
had no intention of cutting 

any of the major or minor 
programs Allegheny offers, 
but there were some the col-
lege was no longer able to 
support, such as art history, 
medieval and renaissance 
history, and the German pro-
gram was reduced to a minor.

Cole told ASG of the col-
lege’s plan to be down to 142 
faculty by the end of three 
years and around 450 to 590 
students due to the smaller 
amount of high school stu-
dents graduating and apply-
ing to Allegheny. 

When asked by Jason Fer-
rante, ’20,  about classes that 
are still available on WebAd-
visor but are no longer of-
fered as a class, or some that 
are only offered every two or 
three years, like the junior 
seminar for the journalism 
minor that is causing some 
problems for students, Cole 
responded by saying “there’s 
a general rule of thumb that 
each course must be offered 
once every three years.”

Cole also brought up the 
College’s Curriculum Com-
mittee that is specifically de-
signed to help schedule class 
times and work on addressing 
issues related to course offer-
ings. 

After Cole was finished 
speaking, ASG moved into 
cabinet reports where Fazio 
made his resignation official. 

Fazio’s resignation was a 
result of “a very heavy work-
load.” 

“Because of this I’ve de-
cided that I need to devote 
more time and energy into my 
studies,” Fazion said. “Second, 
some of my other extracurric-
ular activities require more of 
my time and attention.” 

Fazio decided ASG was the 
extracurricular he had to give 
up to be able to devote his 
time to his studies.

With this mid-semester 
change, it was decided the 
normal process of voting 
would take too long, and ASG 
President, Camila Gomez, ’19,  
discussed her plan to make the 
transition for the new chief as 

smooth as possible. 
“For time purposes, we’ve 

opted not to do the tradition-
al application and election 
process,” Gomez said. “It is 
really important (to make this 
change quickly) to be able to 
fulfill our duties and fill the 
committees for the College 
Committees Council. That 
is why I feel really confident 
tapping Jason Ferrante to be 
the next chief of staff.”

Gomez said the official 
vote and swearing in of Fer-
rante will happen at the next 
general assembly meeting. 

When the room was asked 

for constituent comments, a 
member of the Outing Club, 
Gabriel Curtisbrown, ’19, 
came forward and demanded 
his trailer to be returned to 
him the following day. First 
Year Liaison, Osbaldo Meza, 
’21, explained the trailer was 
used during the Halloween 
Parade after senators in the 
room expressed confusion. 
The parade occurred over the 
weekend on Saturday Oct. 27, 
and ASG was represented by 
a float made by the first-year 
class. Meza also said the pa-
rade went well.

ASG approved the con-

stitution proposed by Egg 
Detectives as well as a con-
stitution from the Computer 
Building Club.

Gretchen Beck concluded 
the meeting with her adviser 
report. She encouraged ASG 
members to stand by mem-
bers of the student body and 
offer support after the shoot-
ings in Pittsburgh. 

“I hope your hearts are 
thinking about your peers and 
your friends and even your 
colleagues and administra-
tors that were all affected by 
(the shootings in Pittsburgh),” 
Beck said.

Photo contributed by Jason Ferrante
Provost and Dean of the College Ron Cole attended ASG’s general assembly meeting Tuesday, Oct. 30, 2018. 

Struck by the community 
displayed in Pittsburgh as well 
as on Allegheny’s campus, 
Canali said he feels hope — 
“hope that has been lacking” 
since Saturday’s shooting. 

Before hate can be com-
bated, Canali said the lives of 
those who were killed must be 
mourned. 

“It is their loss that brings 
us all here today,” Canali con-
cluded. “It is for them that we 
stand together.” 

To remember the vic-
tims in Pittsburgh as well 
as Maurice Stallard, 69, and 
Vickie Lee Jones, 67, two 
African-Americans who 
were killed in a shooting on 
Wednesday, Oct. 24, at a Kro-
ger grocery store in Jefferson-
town, Kentucky, Emily Cson-
ka, ’21, read names aloud as 
part of a memorial slideshow. 

After each name was read, 
a candle was lit to honor the 
deceased. The candles will 
burn for 24 hours in memori-
am of the victims. 

The announcing of the 
names was part of Kaddish, 
a Jewish tradition used to 
mourn the loss of loved ones.

Kaddish is a communal 
prayer, Krone said, meaning it 
cannot be said unless at least 
10 people are present. 

“There is an understanding 
that mourning is a communal 
project,” Krone said. 

All attendees were asked to 
rise as the prayer was read in 
Hebrew.

Following a moment of 
silence, Shalom Rav, a song 
about peace, was played be-
fore people were encouraged 
to talk about their feelings 
with those around them. 

Mari Mullen spoke on be-
half of her husband Allegheny 
College President James Mul-
len, who was traveling. 

“Jim would be so proud 
of this turnout,” Mullen said. 
“There is no doubt that love 
cannot be killed. Love will 
never die. Love will not be 

murdered, and we are all evi-
dence of that.” 

Hatred exists in our world, 
Mullen said, describing it as a 
tragedy and a truth; howev-
er, she said people are able to 
hold each other up in times of 
tragedy because love exists — 
and always will. 

“I’m so sorry we all have 
to be here, and thank you all 
so much for coming togeth-
er,” said Roberta Levine, a life 
coach instructor in the Learn-
ing Commons. “I hope you’ll 
look around the room and 
you’ll see each other. This is 
your community.” 

Levine read “ ‘Tis a Fear-
ful Thing,” a poem by Yehuda 
HaLevi. 

“ ‘Tis a fearful thing to love 
what death can touch,” Levine 
read. “A fearful thing to love, 
to hope, to dream, to be — to 
be, and oh, to lose. A thing for 
fools, this, and a holy thing, 
a holy thing to love. For your 
life has lived in me, your laugh 
once lifted me, your word was 
gift to me. To remember this 
brings painful joy. ‘Tis a human 
thing, love, a holy thing, to love 
what death has touched.” 

Krone welcomed Csonka 
back to the podium to read a 
liturgy for survivors of terror 
attacks. 

“...Remember now those 
who are suffering from the 
trauma after the attack at 
the Kentucky Kroger and at 
the Tree of Life Synagogue 
in Pittsburgh,” Csonka read. 
“Release them from visions 
of death and destruction. 
Release them from guilt or 
shame, from fear, or any an-
ger. …” 

After Csonka finished, 
Sydney Lewis, ’19, read a 
Facebook post that circulated 
among members of the Jew-
ish community. Then, Canali 
read a prayer titled “After a 
Deadly Anti-Semitic Attack,” 
a prayer written after the vio-
lence in Toulouse, France, in 
2012. 

“It is sad to say that this is 
serving as a template for oth-
er deadly attacks that have 
happened since then,” Canali 
said. “Though I do believe this 
is the first in which it takes 
place in the United States.” 

Danielle Mawhir, ’20,  fol-
lowed the prayer with a call 
to action. Thanking attendees 
for showing “physical sup-
port,” she continued to talk 
about the necessity of “show-
ing up” in times of hardship, 
adversity. 

“It’s not just enough to 
show up when it’s convenient 

for us in our schedules, but 
to keep showing up when it 
matters and when it’s hard,” 
Mawhir said. “Times like 
these matter.” 

Although Mawhir said the 
synagogue shooting could be 
made political, she was not 
going to treat the event with 
that perspective in mind. 

“I’d like to urge you to look 
at this event for what it was 
— an act of hate that has per-
manently taken away valued 
members of our community,” 
Mawhir said. “One that claws 
at our feelings of personal 
safety, comfort and belong-
ing.” 

This uncomfortableness, 
Mawhir said, is felt by minori-
ties across the United States, 
people who are put in danger 
simply for being themselves, 
people without anyone else to 
turn to. 

“I challenge you to reflect 
on these feelings and these 
messages,” Mawhir said. “For 
those of you who have never 
experienced such hate, reflect 
on what it would be like to be 
targeted for an identity that 
you hold.” 

Mawhir urged listeners not 
to forget that feeling of discom-
fort. 

“Do not forget what has 

happened,” she said. “To 
choose to forget is to choose 
indifference and ultimately, 
acceptance…” 

Fight for much needed 
change, Mawhir said. She told 
the audience to work with 
their strengths — whatever 
they may be — to make the 
world a better and safer place 
to live in. 

“Talk of systemic change 
is always met with grumbles 
that one person cannot make 
a difference,” she said. “While 
not only destructive to the 
ideas and the efforts of social 
activists and grassroots move-
ments, this kind of thinking 
assuages our consciousness 
when we ignore our respon-
sibility to participate in our 
civic duties.” 

Mawhir posed a question 
to the audience: If through-
out history people, like us, 
thought that they all, individ-
ually, could not make a differ-
ence — where would we be? 

Urging people to become 
informed voters, Mawhir 
stressed the fact that peo-
ple’s voices and votes matter. 
She asked the audience to be 
mindful of other people’s dif-
ferent life experiences because 
of “who they are and what 
they look like.” 

“We have the power to 
make things different,” she 
said. “... Lend a helping hand, 
offer words of encouragement, 
be a friend and bridge the dif-
ferences between us, and you 
will find that they are often not 
nearly as vast as we may have 
imagined or have been told.” 

The events in Squirrel 
Hill should not be forgotten, 
Mawhir said. 

“Do not let it become an-
other statistic, and do not let 
it become comfortable,” she 
said. 

While the victims’ families 
will never be able to forget 
about their lost loved ones, 
Mawhir thinks the least peo-
ple can do to honor their lives 
is to step up, treat others with 
respect and show up in the 
face of tragedy — demanding 
systemic change by voting in 
elections. 

“This is how we respond,” 
Mawhir concluded. 

Hannah Firestone, ’19, 
read “Why I Speak,” and 
Levin brought the vigil to a 
close by reading “We Remem-
ber Them” a poem written 
by Sylvan Kamens and Rabbi 
Jack Riemer.

Before he began, Levin 
spoke of childhood memo-
ries, being taught that Jews 
only have themselves. Struck 
by the amount of people in 
the room, Levin said he did 
not feel alone.

Throughout the night, each 
speaker remembered and re-
counted the events in Squirrel 
Hill. By thinking back, they 
offered suggestions on how to 
create a better future. 

Remembering, Levin recit-
ed the poem: 

“... For as long as we live, 
they too will live; for they 
are now a part of us, as we 
remember them,” the poem 
ends.

VIGIL from page 1

I challenge you to reflect on these feelings and 
these messages. For those of you who have never 
experienced such hate, reflect on what it would be 
like to be targeted for an identity that you hold.”

—DANIELLE MAWHIR
Class of 2020, 

Allegheny College

KELSEY EVANS/THE CAMPUS
During the vigil, candles and programs sat in the middle of tables in the Tillotson 
Room of the Patricia Bush Tippie Alumni Center on Wednesday, Oct. 31, 2018. 
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Crime Blotter 
Editor’s Note: The weekly Crime Blotter is compiled using the Daily Crime Log available 

on the Office of Public Safety’s web page. Crimes reported may still be under investigation. 
Crimes listed below are collected the Thursday before publication.

Oct. 22, 2018
Walker Hall

Theft.

Oct. 27, 2018
College Court

Rape.

Oct. 27, 2018
College Court

Rape.

The Campus is printed every Friday during the 
academic year, except during breaks and exam periods. 
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CORRECTIONS
In the Friday, October 26 issue of The Campus, Bruce Smith was incorrectly referred to as the dean of 

students. He was given the role of dean of the college in 1996.

HINDES from page 1
Confused, angry and 

sad — Hindes said he never 
planned on having his work 
shared on such a public plat-
form; however, his friends 
encouraged him to make his 
work accessible.

Now, as Pittsburgh res-
idents mourn and begin to 
heal, Hindes’s image has been 
shared, tweeted and posted 
on a global scale. 

In a public Facebook 
post, Hindes wrote, “As any 
designer will tell you, some-
times graphic design con-

cepts come quick and other 
times it is quite tedious. But, 
I’ve found in my experiences 
that when design is driven by 
emotion, it tends to be less 
cerebral and happens quickly 
and poignantly. This was one 
of (these) cases. But it wasn’t 
created without meaning or 
thought.” 

Hindes takes pride in 
Pittsburgh, its residents and 
the city’s history and said he 
wanted to showcase the city’s 
fortitude through his image. 

“Now, for anyone reading 

this unfamiliar with Pitts-
burgh, there’s something 
that you should know — we 
don’t get rattled easily,” Hin-
des wrote on Facebook. “This 
fortitude was instilled in our 
community by our piero-
gi-pinching grandmothers 
who didn’t take any crap from 
any jag offs. We were strong 
before this tragedy. A tragedy 
like this just makes us stron-
ger. Just like you can’t break 
steel, you can’t break the re-
siliency of a Pittsburgher. We 
are stronger than hate.”

Hindes has encouraged 
people to use the image and 
share it on social media. He 
has set his Facebook profile 
public and has provided a 
high resolution image for in-
dividuals to download as long 
as “Pittsburgh’s image” is used 
“for good and not evil.” 

“It’s getting the message 
across that love in the end will 
win, and hate will not,” Hin-
des said. 

Hindes has been trying to 
respond to those who reach 
out to him on Twitter, Face-

book, Instagram and his 
email to thank them for their 
support. 

“I’ve had a number of in-
ternet trolls, and I’m dealing 
with that, but I am trying to 
make it a personal goal to 
reach out to people who reach 
out to me,” Hindes said. 

Viewing every share as “an 
act of love,” Hindes thinks 
that is what is most important 
— love. He never anticipated 
the image gaining as much 
attention as it has, but he has 
received messages of grati-

tude and support from people 
all over the world.

Hindes has been sent pic-
tures of his image printed on 
T-shirts, hats, needlepoint 
designs, athletic helmets and 
more. He also said a 30-foot 
by 30-foot banner is being 
made to hang in Squirrel Hill.

“It was never meant to be 
a symbol for hope, but I am 
honored and humbled that it 
is,” Hindes said.

By SARA HOLTHOUSE
News Editor
holthouses@allegheny.edu

John Fazio, ’19, officially an-
nounced his resignation as 
Allegheny Student Govern-
ment’s chief of staff at the 
general assembly meeting 
on Tuesday, Oct. 30, and ar-
rangements have already been 
made for Jason Ferrante, ’20, 
to step into the role.

Ferrante will officially be 
sworn in as chief of staff at 
next week’s meeting, said ASG 
President Camila Gomez, ’19. 

Fazio said he came to the 
decision to resign for academ-
ic reasons. 

“I’ve had some experiences 
that have opened my eyes to 
some new career paths which 
are exciting,” Fazio said. “I 
need to take relevant course-
work towards pursuing that 
career path, and unfortunate-
ly it’s going to take a broader 
and more significant dedica-
tion to my studies than I real-

ized I would have to commit 
this semester.”

Prior to the announce-
ment during general assem-
bly, Fazio had a discussion 
with Gomez, Ferrante, ASG 
cabinet and adviser Gretch-
en Beck. The senators were 
informed about the change 
together. Everyone handled 
the news well, according to 
Gomez. 

“I think there’s always that 
bittersweet part of it,” Gomez 
said. “I think no one obvious-
ly wants to see John go, but 
what we did see is that while 
we support John in his new 
adventures, we’re also com-
fortable with this new tran-
sition that’s going to be hap-
pening.” 

Prior to becoming presi-
dent, Gomez held the position 
of chief of staff. The individual 
holding the position must be 
able to work with students, 
specifically when it comes to 
running the College Commit-
tees Council. 

To cabinet, Ferrante was 
best fit to replace Fazio. 

“Jason is one of the most 
active ASG members and re-
ally an extremely well quali-
fied person for this position,” 
Fazio said.

Ferrante applied for the 
position before, so he said 
he understands the responsi-
bilities that come with being 
chief of staff. 

“There are a few things 
John has undertaken as chief 
of staff that I will need to be-
come a bit more well versed 
on,” Ferrante said. “I’m real-
ly excited, John’s done a lot 
of good work trying to get 
the CCC filled. That’s some-
thing we’re really looking to 
get filled as soon as possible, 
that’s where ASG and stu-
dent council really has a lot of 
power.”

Ferrante, Fazio and Gomez 
hope the transition will be a 
seamless one, thinking it will 
be a continuation of the work 
already in progress this year. 

“I definitely think there 
are always issues we need to 
confront,” Ferrante said. “Part 
of being in ASG is that we al-
ways want to hear more from 
constituents, we want to hear 
what problems are you facing, 
even if it is as something as 
simple as Motor Pool. There 
are some areas that we can’t 
take action. But the areas that 
we have a significant amount 
of control, we have to make 
sure that we’re exercising 
that.”

Ferrante said he will be 
working with “a pretty good 
cabinet right now,” and he 
thinks cabinet members 
will help the transition run 
smoothly. 

“We want to make sure 
that people feel that they can 
come to our executive officers 
if they’re struggling and need 
help with their work,” Ferran-
te said. “That’s how any well-
oiled organization works.”

ASG leadership undergoes changes
Fazio resigns, Ferrante to be chief  of  staff

Allegeny grad Blasingame talks fake news, immigration law
By STEVEN HEINE
News Editor
heines@allegheny.edu

With immigration being 
a popular topic in current 
political debate, Allegheny 
College’s Center for Political 
Participation and the Law and 
Policy Program sponsored 
lawyer Amber Blasingame’s, 
’94, visit to campus in a talk 
focused on the truth behind 
immigration. 

Blasingame’s talk, about 
the intersection between im-
migration law and fake news, 
occurred at 7 p.m. on Mon-
day, Oct. 29, in the Tillotson 
Room of the Patricia Bush 
Tippie Alumni Center.

Center director Brian Har-
ward said a trustee, Sue Steven, 
recommended Blasingame 
come to the college. As part of 
her visit, Blasingame also spoke 
in three academic classes and 
led a lunchtime discussion. 

“She is an alumna of the 
college who has been involved 
in immigration policy and as 
an immigration attorney,” 
Harward said.

At Allegheny, Blasingame 
majored in English and double 
minored in communication 

arts and French. As a student, 
she knew she wanted to be an 
environmental lawyer or jour-
nalist. Now, Blasingame is an 
immigration attorney.

“When I was here on cam-
pus, they didn’t even have the 
journalism minor that they 
do now,” Blasingame said.

Because of the salience 
of immigration to American 
political debate, Blasingame 
finds the workload to be full, 
no matter what stance on im-
migration the United States 
President happens to hold.

“It doesn’t matter who’s 
in office,” Blasingame said. 
“Whether they’re bringing 
them in or sending them out, 
I generally had a job.”

During her presentation, 
Blasingame taught her audi-
ence how to read and under-
stand news pieces that focus on 
immigration. Her talk covered 
a wide range of subjects — fake 
news and immigration law.

Blasingame began her talk 
by explaining yellow journal-
ism, a trend of sensationalized 
reporting which found popular-
ity in the late 1800s and has been 
credited with being influential 
in the outbreak of the Span-
ish-American War. 

“They’re trying to sell you 
a paper,” Blasingame said. “So 
(events) are sensationalized, 
they do get out of proportion.”

Blasingame made sure to 
distinguish between yellow 
journalism and muckraking: 
a type of reporting associated 
with Allegheny Class of 1880 
alumna Ida Tarbell, among 
others.

“Muckrakers, they were 
looking for the truth,” Blasin-
game said. “I mean, they were 
looking for scandals. But they 
were looking for the truth. 
And it was sort of the start of 
investigative reporting in the 
19th century.” 

Blasingame asked her 
audience to approach read-
ing the news as if they were 
muckrakers, looking for truth 
and trying to understand 
which aspects of a news story 
were actually important.

“I would definitely rec-
ommend, as you’re reading 
things, headlines are not go-
ing to be enough,” Blasingame 
said. “You really need to get 
down to the heart of it.”

All writers end up adding 
a bit of personal perspective 
to their work, even when they 
try to be impartial. Blasingame 

said this fact was one challenge 
inherent in reading news arti-
cles about immigration.

“Any author, regardless of 
how unbiased and all they’re 
supposed to be, even when 
you get down to the case law 
decisions, there’s always a lit-
tle bit of humanity in there,” 
Blasingame said.

Blasingame described im-
migration law as a diverse, 
dynamic and personal aspect 
of the field, incorporating les-
sons from many other dimen-
sions of the legal code.

“Every single class that I 
took in law school I used as an 
immigration attorney, even 
commercial law,” Blasingame 
said.

Blasingame discussed news 
reports about the United States 
government sending military 
forces to the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der, and the scope and limita-
tions of such forces.

“Briefly, on the military 
side of it, this is not an offen-
sive force,” Blasingame said. 
“These are defensive forces at 
the border. And they’re not 
going to be going down there 
and aiming their guns across 
the border at the caravan.”

Instead, the new force 

would supplement already 
existing border patrol forc-
es. Additionally, while the 
government has discussed 
measures such as not allow-
ing asylum requests at the 
border, Blasingame said such 
measures would run contrary 
to the obligations the United 
States has given itself under 
international law, specifical-
ly the doctrine of non-re-
foulement under the Geneva 
Conventions.

“We have agreed that if 
someone comes knocking at 
our door, asking for asylum, 
we are not going to send them 
back to their country of perse-
cution,” Blasingame said. “So 
if we start turning people away 
at the border, saying that we’re 

not going to hear their asylum 
claims, even under the doctrine 
of non-refoulement, then there 
will probably be some kind of 
litigation on this matter.”   

Gabrielle Dorsey, ’22, said 
she attended the talk because it 
was affiliated with the Law and 
Policy Program. Additionally, as 
the Allegheny Student Govern-
ment Class of 2022 president, 
she thought immigration was a 
topic of concern to members of 
the first-year class. Dorsey said 
the talk raised her awareness 
about nuances in immigration 
policy that she had previously 
been unaware of.

“I thought it was really in-
formative, I thought it gave, 
for me at least, an unseen per-
spective,” Dorsey said. 

It doesn’t matter who’s in office. Whether they’re 
bringing them in or sending them out, I generally 
had a job.” 

—AMBER BLASINGAME 
Immigration attorney, 

Allegheny College, Class of 1994

Oct. 27, 2018
Ravine Hall

Rape.

Oct. 27, 2018
Ravine Hall

Rape.

Oct. 28, 2018
Brooks Hall

Alcohol violation.

Oct. 27, 2018
Rustic Bridge

Alcohol violation.

Oct. 28, 2018
Baldwin Hall

Alcohol violation.

Oct. 31, 2018
Delta Tau Delta
Dating violence/

fondling.
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October
ENERGY 

CHALLENGE

‘What would you like to see 
the money saved by the October 

energy used for?’

Campus   asks:

GALLEY

“I would like to see more sustainable features 

in Alden (Hall) — windows like they have in 

Carr Hal and recylcable carpet tiles. That way, 

the building could be more sustainable.”

-Sara Galley, ’21

Every October, Allegheny community members are presented 
with a challenge — to cut down on their energy consumption. 

The annual energy challenge encourages students to conserve 
electricity and be mindful of their behaviors. 

October 2018 marked the challenge’s eighth year on Allegheny’s 
campus. Last year, students were able to achieve a 14.2 percent 
reduction in electricity consumption — saving $16,700. All proceeds 
saved throughout the month are to be used to implement more eco-
friendly and sustainable projects on campus. 

For the last two years, students chose for the money to be used to 
create more filtered water bottle refill stations in academic buildings 
and residence halls. 

With the conclusion of the energy challenge, The Campus asked 
students…

By BLAIR PROTEAU
Contributing writer
proteaub@allegheny.edu

You know, if I could give 
myself any advice as a senior at 
Allegheny, it would be to not put 
so much pressure on myself.”

— COLLEEN SILKY 
Cambridge Scholarship Recipient

In February 2018, Al-
legheny College alumna 
Colleen Silky, was award-
ed the Gates Cambridge 
Scholarship. The schol-
arship was established in 
October 2000 by the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foun-
dation with a $210 mil-
lion donation. This is the 
largest single donation to 
a university in the Unit-
ed Kingdom, according 
to the Gates Cambridge 
website.

Silky graduated Allegheny College in 2011 
with a double major in neuroscience and psy-
chology. In her time at Allegheny, she played 
for the women’s lacrosse team, served as a 
teaching assistant and helped in the develop-
ment of first-year seminar classes, where she 
acted as a peer leader. 

Silky encouraged students to take a deep 
breath and enjoy their time in college.

“You know, if I could give myself any ad-
vice as a senior at Allegheny, it would be to 
not put so much pressure on myself,” Silky 
said.

Silky received one of the 90 full scholar-
ships that are awarded annually to applicants 
from around the world. Applicants must dis-
play outstanding intellectual ability, leader-
ship potential, a commitment to improving 
the lives of others and demonstrate that they 
meet the qualifications of the postgraduate 
program at Cambridge, according to the 
Gates Cambridge website. 

The scholarship has provided Silky the 
opportunity to pursue her doctorate in clin-
ical neurosciences and conduct research re-
lated to new advancements in the disease pa-
thology of ALS, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. 
ALS is a neurodegenerative disease that caus-
es deterioration of motor neurons that influ-
ence voluntary muscle movement, according 
to the National Institute of Neurological Dis-
orders and Stroke. 

“Currently, there is no cure for ALS and 
no cure for ALS and no effective treatment 
to halt, or reverse, the progression of the dis-
ease”, according to the National Institute of 
Neurological Disorders and Stroke website. 

Other recipients of the Gates Cambridge 
Scholarship will conduct research on topics 
including the way Syrian refugees view hope 
in Greece, a criminologist looking at the role 
friendship plays in the psychology of people 
in prison systems and the philosophy of acci-
dent and how it influences law.

Silky currently attends the Darwin College 
of the University of Cambridge, one of 32 col-
leges that are a part of the larger institution. 

The atmosphere of the university is most 
comparable to J.K. Rowling’s Hogwarts 
School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, accord-
ing to Silky.

The scholarship has given Silky the ability 
to focus on her research with neurodegenera-

tive diseases, including ALS. 
Her day-to-day life consists 
of seminars, talks and the 
research she conducts in the 
lab.

“Right now, we are look-
ing at the effect of astrocytes 
causing toxicity to neurons.” 
said Silky.

“So, astrocytes are anoth-
er type of cell that are in your 
brain and your spinal cord 
that help to connect the neu-
rons to each other and sig-
naling cells to the neurons, 
a kind of support system,” 
Silky said. 

Astrocytic cells might play a more active 
role in neurological processes than initially 
speculated and could potentially be responsi-
ble for the death of neurons and protein accu-
mulation in ALS patients, according to Silky. 

Silky currently researches astrocytic cells 
in healthy and ALS patients.

“A lot of people study the motor neurons 
in ALS, because that is important, but we are 
seeing maybe it is these other neighboring 
cells that are causing the symptoms and cell 
death,” Silky said.

Silky shared that her passion for neu-
roscience originated her freshman year in 
High School when her mother encouraged 
her to conduct a research project on autism. 
Throughout her childhood, Silky’s mother 
worked as a special ed and resource teacher. 
Her mother’s influence coupled with her ear-
ly research of autism sparked her fascination 
with the brain. 

After her undergraduate education at Al-
legheny, one of Silky’s friends from college 
put her in touch with a program at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh with Cognition Thera-
peutics, a Pittsburgh medical lab, to research 
Alzheimer’s disease.

Silky worked at Cognition Therapeutics 
for six years before receiving the Gates Cam-
bridge Scholarship that she admittedly ap-
plied for on a whim. Silky explained that she 
first saw the application on a Friday and filed 
the forms the following Monday.

Silky admitted she was very intimidated 
taking the job for Cognition Therapeutics. 

“I was fascinated by their thought process 
and fascinated by what they were trying to do 
and it was kind of risky, kind of bold and you 
know this is exciting and I am going to follow 
what is exciting and follow what is interest-
ing,” Silky said.

Alumna Silky awarded 
prestigious scholarship
Allegheny graduate reflects on 
award, offers advice to students

SILKY

TERASAVAGE

“I feel like recently there’s also been the 

movement to use the green reusable boxes, 

which has been great (and) reduces all of  our 

paper and plastic use on campus, especially in 

Mckinley’s. And that allows the wet compost 

to be utilized more in a way that it hasn’t been, 

so I think putting money into the wet compost 

would be a smart move.”

-Alex Terasavage, ’20

MAWHIR

“I would like to see the money go towards 
improving our compost system. The compost 

system is already over capacity, so a lot of  
what we compost gets thrown away. If  we raise 
enough money to purchase a new machine or 

hire more people, I think that could have a 
really positive effect on sustainability.”

-Danielle Mawhir, ’20

FERRANTE

“I think the money for the energy challenge 
should go to one of  two places. I’d really like 
to see something done with storm water on 

campus… Because, as we’ve seen, (storm wa-
ter) runoff  has become a really big problem in 
Meadville. We pay a lot of  extra money to the 

Meadville stormwater area.”
-Jason Ferrante, ’20

ADVERTISEMENT

WANTED

APPLICANTS

The Campus is looking for new staff members for 
the 2019 spring semester.

We have positions available as editors, 
photographers, graphic designers, copy editors, 

videographers and web managers. 

If you are interested in applying, please contact 
Marley Parish, editor-in-chief, @parishm@

allegheny.edu



By ELLIS GIACOMELLI
Features Editor
giacomellie@allegheny.edu

It was Saturday, April 14, 1906. 
President Theodore Roosevelt delivered a 

speech in the District of Columbia at the ded-
ication of the House of Representatives offices. 

“Under altered external form we war with 
the same tendencies toward evil that were 
evident in Washington’s time, and are helped 
by the same tendencies for good,” Roosevelt’s 
speech transcript reads. “It is about some of 
these that I wish to say a word today.”

At the time, Upton Sinclair had already 
written “The Jungle,” Ida B. Wells-Barnett had 
published pamphlets and editorials on lynch-
ings in the United States and Ida Tarbell, Al-
legheny class of 1880, helped shape the future 
of journalism with “The History of the Stan-
dard Oil Company.”   

Roosevelt continued his speech by referenc-
ing John Bunyan’s allegory “Pilgrim’s Progress,” 
and addressed the nation, “You may recall the 
description of the man with the muckrake.” 

The muckrake served as a metaphor for 
those Roosevelt believed focused too much 
attention on negative news, for those who 
looked down to shovel filth in perpetuity, for 
American journalists who had begun to devel-
op investigative methods of storytelling.

Investigative journalists were born out 
of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, but 
through Roosevelt’s speech, they were re-born 
as muckrakers.  

Years after Roosevelt’s speech, Tarbell wrote 
“What I Should Like to Tell June Graduates,” a 
speech transcript from Oct. 10, 1931, in which 
Tarbell describes how women graduating from 
college should treat one’s own imagination.

“Demand honesty from it,” Tarbell wrote 
in 1931. “Do not let it deceive you. Test all it 
offers by your good sense — your knowledge 
of yourself and of your situation. Do this, and 
depend upon it — you will find both the work 
and the life which belong to you.”

As Tarbell offered those words to graduates, 
it had been 51 years since she graduated from 
Allegheny as the only woman to matriculate in 
1876 and one of the first editors on The Cam-
pus staff, 37 years since she began writing for 
McClure’s Magazine and 27 years since she 
published “The History of the Standard Oil 
Company,” a collection of articles she original-
ly wrote for McClure’s.

This year marks the 161st birthday of Tar-
bell, an anniversary to be celebrated with cake 
and coffee at 6 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 5, in the 
Lawrence Lee Pelletier Library Collaboratory.

The event is open to the community and 
will involve a panel of speakers and an inter-
active discussion, sponsored by the Crawford 
County Historical Society, the Allegheny Col-
lege Department of Communication Arts and 
Theatre and the Journalism in the Public Inter-
est Program. 

The panelists include Sharon Fraley-Sorg, 
publisher of the Meadville Tribune, Richard 
Sayer, photojournalist for the Oil City Derrick 
and Franklin News-Herald, Marley Parish, ’19, 
editor-in-chief of The Campus and Matthew 
Steinberg, ’20, Campus features editor. 

Josh Sherretts, president of the Crawford 
County Historical Society, rounds out the 
speakers, who will each have 10 minutes to talk 
about the state of journalism today, said Ishita 
Sinha Roy, associate professor of communica-
tion arts/theatre and Historical Society board 
member.

“If citizens themselves start to doubt these 
institutions that are supposed to be the watch-
dog of democracy, then what happens to our 
political process?” Sinha Roy asked. “My in-
terest in Ida is less as a person and more as, 
what did she stand for in terms of the values of 
journalism?”

A Historical Society board member for 
about a year, Sinha Roy said she is excited 
about the energy and sense of purpose the 
Society has in terms of reviving interest in the 
county’s history across the community. Sinha 
Roy cited several pieces of area history about 
which most people do not, but should, know.   

She said Meadville is home to a painting 
by the brother of Napoleon I at the Baldwin 
Reynolds House Museum on Terrace Street, 
was home to John Wilkes Booth as a tempo-
rary resident at a former hotel on Chestnut 
Street as he passed through town and a history 
of underground railroad connections in the 
years leading up to the Civil War.

The significance of history, Sinha Roy said, 
plays an important part in understanding what 
can be done in the present so history does not 
repeat itself in the future. 

She recalled discussing the Holocaust in 
one of her classes and the ways in which peo-
ple “consume” the Holocaust by visiting muse-
ums or watching films, yet as detention centers 
for migrant children have been established in 

the United States, “we find ourselves unable to 
act,” Sinha Roy said. 

“How do you get people to understand 
that they are nodding blindly to ideologies 
that actually destroy them?” Sinha Roy asked. 
“And how do you get them to feel empowered 
through history that then encourages them to 
take collective action, or even individual ac-
tion?”

One source of empowerment and individ-
ual action, according to Sinha Roy, is chal-
lenging ourselves and others to become more 
informed and express informed concern by 
writing to local newspapers and local leaders. 

“When we talk about political action, we’re 
not talking about just rallies and protests,” 
Sinha Roy said. “You have to take the time to sit 
down and think your way through the thicket 
to make the core idea come across clearly and 
shine, and in that way, even writing an assign-
ment for a class can become a political act.”

Tarbell T-shirts, Historical Society holiday 
calendars and a reprint of Tarbell’s 1904 “His-
tory of the Standard Oil Company” will be sold 
at the Nov. 5 event. Sinha Roy said all proceeds 
will support the maintenance of historic build-
ings in the community. 

Tarbell’s 1904 collection characterizes the 
business practices of Standard Oil, the oil pro-
ducer and refinery that was founded in Ohio 
in 1870 and disbanded in May 1911 when the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled that Standard Oil vi-
olated the Sherman Antitrust Act of 1890.

Under John D. Rockefeller and the compa-
ny’s other founders, Standard Oil monopolized 
the oil industry, leading Tarbell on a journey 
to uncover the company’s history, interests and 
years of decision-making associated with its 
founders. 

Jane Westenfeld, research and Special Col-
lections librarian for Pelletier Library, said 
Tarbell was exposed to the oil industry at a 
young age, growing up in the oilfields of west-
ern Pennsylvania and witnessing her father, 
Franklin Tarbell, struggle to compete as a 
small-scale oil man.

Tarbell biographers and scholars often re-
gard the “taking on” of Standard Oil as one of 
Tarbell’s greatest professional achievements 
and one of the greatest works of investigative 
reporting.

“Her father told her not to, but she took it 
on anyway,” Westenfeld said.

The Tarbell reprint is a product of the Cleve-
land-based Belt Publishing and is part of the 
Belt Revivals 2018 series, which features works 
of fiction and nonfiction literature that have 
been “unjustly forgotten,” said Anne Trubek, 
publisher of Belt Publishing. 

Trubek said the Belt team, which focuses on 
news and writing related to the American Rust 
Belt and Midwest, originally wanted to reprint 
Tarbell’s 1939 autobiography, “All in the Day’s 
Work.” Due to issues of copyright for the au-
tobiography, Belt decided to include Tarbell’s 
Standard Oil work in the 2018 series.   

“It was one of the most important works of 
muckraking journalism in the country, it had 
incredible impact, it brought down (John D.) 
Rockefeller, it was written by a woman journal-
ist and it’s very much focused on this region,” 
Trubek said. “So it seemed an obvious choice, 
especially if a lot of folks didn’t know about it.”

The Belt Revivals 2018 series features three 
other titles — Sherwood Anderson’s “Poor 
White,” Hamlin Garland’s “Main-Travelled 
Roads” and Harold Frederic’s “The Damnation 
of Theron Ware.” The cover designs for the 
series are reminiscent of Penguin Paperbacks 
and Modern Library covers and were devel-
oped by Belt’s designer, David Wilson, Trubek 
said. 

Looking to 2019, three revival titles are al-
ready available to pre-order on Belt’s website, 
and Trubek said she would like to reprint titles 
“as long as we can make the numbers work.” 

The reprint of “The History of the Standard 
Oil Company” became available Oct. 2, and is 
considered one the most important works on 
the history of business ever written, according 
to Paula Treckel, Allegheny professor emerita 
of history.

“She had to dig really hard and understand 
spreadsheets and all kinds of information 
about how Standard Oil and (John D.) Rocke-
feller and his minions were cheating corners 
on the market and were driving out the com-
petitors, sometimes legally, sometimes illegal-
ly,” Treckel said. “It laid the groundwork for all 
subsequent kinds of investigations of business-
es and how businesses operated.”

Treckel, who retired from Allegheny in 
2014, arrived at the college in 1981 and quick-
ly learned the college had a vast collection of 
Tarbell’s work, notes and correspondence in 
Pelletier Library. Treckel spent the better part 
of her second summer at Allegheny working 
through the Tarbell Collection, which was 
housed in filing cabinets at the time.

From working through the collection, 
Treckel said, she gained insight into Tarbell’s 
journalism, particularly into her pursuit of 
matters of public interest.

“By laying out the past, you can shape the 
future when you put up the facts — I mean 
she believed in facts,” Treckel said. “She didn’t 
believe that there were alternative facts. There 
were facts, and she believed that there was 
a truth. Consequently, when she could lay 
that out for people, you didn’t have any oth-
er choice but to understand what’s right and 
what’s wrong.”

Tarbell was inducted into the National 
Women’s Hall of Fame in 2000 for her pro-
fessional work, which ranged from exposing 
Standard Oil corruption to biographing Napo-
leon I and Abraham Lincoln. Treckel accept-
ed Tarbell’s induction on Tarbell’s behalf and 
offered remarks at the Seneca Falls, New York 
ceremony.   

“But even though she dined with presidents 
and potentates, interviewed business leaders 
and dictators, and traveled around the world, 
at heart she remained a modest, humble wom-
an, true to the values instilled in her during her 
youth in western Pennsylvania,” Treckel said at 
the ceremony on Oct. 7, 2000.

While Tarbell’s contributions to the field of 
investigative journalism are undoubtedly sig-
nificant, Treckel said, her lack of support for 
women’s suffrage and the women’s movement 
has always been puzzling.

“It really seems impossible to grasp that 
fundamental contradiction — a woman that 
perhaps feminists would embrace, women’s 
rights advocates did embrace, women’s suf-
fragists embraced, as one of them, a role model 
for them, did not return support for the right 
for women to vote,” Treckel said. 

Though Tarbell’s membership in the New 
York State Association Opposed to Women’s 
Suffrage poses ideological questions regard-
ing Tarbell’s views, Treckel spoke with notable 
enthusiasm about Tarbell’s journalism and the 
attention she gave to issues so relevant today, 
including tariff regulations.

Like Treckel, Westenfeld spoke with vigor 
about Tarbell and the more than 17,000 doc-
uments housed in the college’s Ida M. Tarbell 
Collection.

Most documents in the Tarbell Collection 
were acquired by the college in the late 1940s 
after Tarbell’s death in 1944. With the help of 
Paul Giddens, Allegheny history professor 
who died in 1984, and Sarah Tarbell, Ida Tar-
bell’s younger sister, materials made their way 
to Allegheny.

The Collection, however, was obtained in 
part, and Allegheny does not have Tarbell’s 
papers or correspondence regarding Standard 
Oil. Those documents, Westenfeld said, are lo-
cated at the Drake Well Museum in Titusville.
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Contributed by the Library of Congress
A glass negative of Ida Tarbell, captured in 1905 by the Harris and Ewing Photo 
Studio as part of a portrait series, is now kept in the Harris and Ewing Collection at 
the Library of Congress. 

History written in clips 
Honoring the muckraking legacy of Tarbell 

ELLIS GIACOMELLI/THE CAMPUS
Jane Westenfeld, research and Special Collections librarian for the Lawrence Lee 
Pelletier Library, flips through a diary Ida Tarbell kept in 1905 and 1906 on Oct. 
29, 2018. Westenfeld said the Ida Tarbell Collection at the college’s library contains 
more than 17,000 items.  

See TARBELL   page 7

If citizens themselves start to doubt these institutions 
that are supposed to be the watchdog of democracy, 
then what happens to our political process?” 

—ISHITA SINHA ROY 
Associate professor of communication arts/theatre,

Allegheny College
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Shakur’s metaphor revisited in ‘The Hate U Give’
By MATTHEW STEINBERG
Features Editor
steinbergm@allegheny.edu

“Now when it happens, don’t 
act mad,” says Maverick 
Carter to his three children. 

This flashback in the widely 
acclaimed “The Hate U Give” 
depicts a black father giving 
protagonist Starr Carter, 
along with her two brothers, 
Seven and Sakani Carter, 
the talk — he schools them 
on how to survive a routine 
traffic stop. The opening scene 
catapults viewers into a heart 
wrenching, raw story about 
a teenager, Khalil Harris, 
who loses his life to all-too-
common police brutality. 

The adaptation of Angie 
Thomas’s best-selling young 
adult novel follows Starr as 
she navigates between two 
deliberately separated worlds. 
A child from the poverty-
stricken and predominantly 
black community, Garden 
Heights, Starr attends a 
private and mostly white high 
school called Williamson. 

Starr’s observations about 
these two spheres of life 
define the beginning of the 
film. At school, she describes 
the social norm of middle and 
upper class white students 
assimilating to popular black 
culture. Starr is the only one 
who thinks twice about using 
slang words like “lit” and 
“trippin’,” which dominate 
the vocabularies of white, 
colorblind teenagers like 
her best friend Hailey and 
boyfriend Chris. 

The privileged students 
openly immerse themselves 
in popular black culture 
to be “cool,” while Starr 
slightly refrains for fear of 
being labeled “hood.” This 
double standard remains 
apparent throughout the film, 
effectively putting what many 
people find to be a harmless 
cultural norm into question. 

What many people find to be 
a harmless cultural norm into 
question

Yet at Garden Heights, 
Starr is criticized for not 
being “hood” enough — as 
her childhood friend, Kenya, 
put it, being too “basic.”  
Kenya makes fun of Starr 
as she proudly wears her 
favorite pair of Air Jordans 
to the house party where she 
reconnects with Khalil, one of 
her childhood best friends.  

Starr’s navigation between 
these two worlds powerfully 
illustrates a comfortable 
environment that allows 
systemic racism to flourish. 
White students like Chris 
boldly claim everyone is equal 
in their eyes, no matter the 
color of their skin. However, 
in the aftermath of Khalil’s 
death at the expense of 
Officer 115’s racially charged 
mistake, the implications of 
the colorblind society that 
Starr lives in become evident. 

I can feel Starr’s anxiety as 
soon as police sirens sound 
after she and Khalil leave the 
party together, largely thanks 
to Amandla Stenberg’s jaw 
dropping performance. With 
fear in her eyes, she first 
convinces Khalil to follow 
the instructions she received 
from her father during the 
talk — put your hands on 
the dashboard, do not talk 
disrespectfully to the officer, 
etc. 

She holds this look of fear 
on her face with her hands 
glued to the dashboard, even 
as Khalil loosens up and grabs 
his hair brush through the 
driver seat window, an action 
which proves fatal. Stenberg’s 
acting made this violent 
moment more unsettling than 
I could have ever imagined. 

I would say the acting 
performances were steller all 
around. Russell Hornsby is 
charismatic, protective and 

funny as he portrays Maverick 
Carter. 

Following Starr’s trauma 
from witnessing Khalil’s 
death, we see Maverick 
waiting on the foot of her 
bed to console her as she is 
tormented by nightmares. A 
few scenes later, he switches 
to a concerned and defensive 
father, abruptly shutting down 
the King Lord’s threats not to 
expose Khalil’s involvement 
in selling drugs for him.  

Personally, my favorite 
character was the eight-year-
old Sakani, portrayed by TJ 
Wright. Sakani is a source of 
comic relief, as he playfully 
steals the last piece of bacon 
at breakfast that his parents 
demanded he leave for his 
grieving older sister. 

Yet Sakani is more than a 
lively child. He represents the 
youth that bare witness to the 
ongoing violence and cyclical 
issues that are prevalent in 
many African-American 
communities throughout the 
United States. 

Following Starr’s concealed 
appearance on television 
about Khalil’s murder, we 
see Sakani break down when 
the Carter family is eating 
dinner at a restaurant. As 
they lightheartedly pray 
and enjoy a family meal, the 
King Lord waits outside to 
confront Maverick about 
Starr speaking publicly on 
Khalil’s involvement in the 
drug business. 

The police quickly interfere 
in the dispute and the King 
Lord speeds away. Maverick 
is relentlessly questioned 
and searched by officers, and 
eventually thrown on the 
ground and handcuffed as 
spectators record with their 
cell phones. 

Sakani remains inside the 
restaurant and breaks down 
as he watches the abuse from 
the window. At this moment, 

we begin to see that the eight-
year-old is a crucial piece to 
the Tupac Shakur metaphor 
the story is named after — 
The Hate U Give Little Infants 
Fucks Everybody (THUG 
LIFE). 

Sakani is the “little infant” 
ingesting the hate in this 
story. We do not physically 
see Sakani much, especially 
compared to Starr, Maverick, 
Seven, Lisa Carter and most 
other characters in the film. 
But I think that is part of the 
overall message; we do not 
even realize that the cycle will 
continue unless something is 
done to break it. 

The remainder of the story 
follows Starr as she gains the 
courage to publicly reveal 
herself as the eyewitness 
to Khalil’s murder. Several 
factors have hindered her 
ability to do so throughout 
the film, including her own 
trauma, her fear of being 
criticized by peers, the wrath 
of the King Lord and her 
mother’s concerns for her 
safety. 

Despite these complex 
obstacles, Starr knows her 
voice is a powerful weapon 

in the pursuit of justice for 
Khalil and all those affected 
by police brutality. News 
reports about his death are 
filled with details focusing 
on who Khalil was, details 
about his impoverished 
family and anything else that 
might excuse officer 115’s 
assumptions and actions.

When she gets word of 
the officer’s acquittal, Starr 
and Seven join protesters at 
city hall, where Starr grabs 
a megaphone and identifies 
herself to the crowd. 

Heavily armed police 
officers react violently to the 
protesters, resulting in a night 
of chaos that ends with Starr 
and Seven getting trapped in 
their father’s grocery store. 
The store is set ablaze by 
the King Lord, and the two 
teenagers narrowly escape the 
flames thanks to nearby store 
owners and Maverick’s swift 
actions. 

As the King Lord 
approaches after the Carter 
children survive the fire, the 
eight-year-old Sakani joins 
the standoff, pointing a pistol 
at the drug lord who has been 
threatening the lives of his 

family members throughout 
the movie. 

Police officers arrive and 
draw their weapons on the 
“little infant,” creating what 
I thought was the most tense 
and eye opening instance of 
the entire film. I saw the scene 
as a visual representation 
of Shakur’s THUG LIFE 
metaphor — society has 
given Sakani hate, and now 
he continues the cycle by 
enacting violence himself, 
affecting society as a whole.  

Starr steps in front of 
Sakani, blocking him from 
the police officers and King 
Lord. I understood this action 
to be symbolic of what can 
start to break the cycle of 
systemic oppression, since 
Starr has grown to understand 
the power her voice yields 
throughout the story. 

Altogether, “The Hate U 
Give” was spectacular. Starr 
could not have been a more 
captivating protagonist in a 
story that questions social 
norms and how they reinforce 
systemic inequalities. 

“It’s not good for a collec-
tion to be split, first because 
it’s harder to staff, and second, 
it’s not good for the continuity 
of the collection,” Westenfeld 
said. And when people con-
tact her about Tarbell’s Stan-
dard Oil material, she tells 
them, “We don’t have it.”

But even without Stan-
dard Oil documents, the Tar-
bell Collection at Allegheny 
is remarkable, according to 
Westenfeld. The collection 
is comprised of four series: 
Correspondence, Research 
Writings and Topics, Auto-
biography Material and the 
Lincoln Collection, as well 
as Tarbell’s own collection of 
books. However, books from 
her time as an Allegheny stu-
dent are not part of the collec-
tion, Westenfeld clarified.  

Most people who con-
tact Allegheny about Tarbell, 
Westenfeld said, are interest-
ed in the Lincoln Collection. 

One item Westenfeld finds 
particularly interesting is a 
pair of letters regarding Tar-
bell’s research and books on 
Lincoln.

In a letter dated Dec. 1, 
1937, Parke E. Doland wrote 
to Tarbell expressing his grat-
itude for her Lincoln writings. 
Doland explained that he was 
raised in Virginia to know 
and love Robert E. Lee, J.E.B. 
Stewart and Stonewall Jackson 
and heard his grandmother 
say, “They didn’t kill him soon 
enough,” when she learned of 
Lincoln’s assassination.

“With this background, 
you can know that I consid-
ered Lincoln a great black blot 
on American history,” Doland 
wrote.

After informing Tarbell 
that he read her Lincoln 
books, Doland wrote, “For 

the very first time, I was able 
to see the man with unpreju-
diced eyes.”

Nearly three weeks later, 
on Dec. 20, 1937, Tarbell re-
sponded to Doland, thanking 
him for his letter. She wrote, 
“What we all need in working 
our way through this world is 
a better understanding of the 
man on the other side of the 
question.”

Westenfeld wondered 
what Rockefeller would think 
of that.

Since 2000, Westenfeld has 
been working with the Tarbell 
documents when the library 
began to microfilm them, a 
process in which small photo-
graphs of the documents are 
stored on rolls of film.

By 2008, the library began 
a digitization project that last-
ed between seven and eight 
years, Westenfeld said. 

During the digitization 
process, an Indiana-based 
journalist would email West-
enfeld at least once a month 
asking, “When is Lincoln go-
ing to be done?” 

With a laugh, Westenfeld 
said she would respond, “It’s 
going to take a while.”

Westenfeld expressed sim-
ilar frustrations to those of 
Treckel, as she recognized 
Tarbell’s strength as a pioneer 
for investigative reporting 
along with her opposition to 
women’s suffrage.

“If she could have been that 
strong in the women’s move-
ment, she would have had a 
lot to contribute,” Westenfeld 
said. “What about the rest of 
the story, Ida? What was it 
like working in the publishing 
world dominated by men?”

With women in general 
and her own personal life, 
Westenfeld said Tarbell “held 

back” and only offers glimps-
es of herself outside her pro-
fessional circles in her collect-
ed documents. 

Those glimpses, according 
to Westenfeld, include Tar-
bell’s continued commitment 
to Allegheny after she gradu-
ated, strong ties to her family 
members, who she cared for 
with dedication, and a move 
to a farm in Connecticut in 
1906 so she could be remind-
ed of her upbringing.

Tarbell’s handwriting also 
became progressively illegible 
as she developed Parkinson’s 
disease, which has made dig-
itizing some materials diffi-
cult, Westenfeld said.

Tarbell switched from 
handwriting to using her fin-
gers on a typewriter as the 
disease progressed. Eventual-
ly, she held two pencils, one in 
each hand, to tap typewriter 
keys, Westenfeld explained as 
she gently motioned the typ-
ing.

While glimpses may not tell 
Tarbell’s full story, they con-
tribute to what Westenfeld de-
scribed as “a fascinating life.” 
Tarbell kept scrapbooks where 
she would cut out clips about 
Mary Todd Lincoln as part of 
her Lincoln research, and she 
would use hat pins to pin clips 
and scraps of paper to letters.

Tarbell’s legacy is alive in 
her years of muckraking work, 
in the many questions her life 
causes us to ask, in the gener-
ations of journalists who have 
since served as watchdogs and 
in the extensive collection of 
her materials — about which, 
history is written.

“One thing I would like to 
someday hear is her voice,” 
Westenfeld said softly. “After 
reading all of her words, what 
does her voice sound like?”

Contributed by Twentieth Century Fox
Starr Carter (Amandla Stenberg) connects with Khalil Harris (Algee Smith) at a 
house party in Garden Heights the night of the fatal shooting of Harris in “The Hate 
U Give,” the 2018 film adaptation of Angie Thomas’s 2017 young adult novel of the 
same name. 

TARBELL from page 6
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Campus photographer Emily Rice, ’21, captured Boston Brass performing 
on Wednesday, Oct. 24, in Ford Memorial Chapel. Rice has previously been 
on assignment for the 9/11 vigil, Greek Run Out and various talks on campus. 

Boston Brass is comprised of Jose Sibaja and Jeff Conner, who both play 
trumpet, Chris Castellanos, who plays horn, trombone player Domingo 
Pagliuca and tuba player William Russell. The group’s song selection included 
“Danza Fantastica,” “Blue Bells of Scotland,” “Svatba,” “Stardust” and “Caravan.”

For more than three decades, Boston Brass has toured the United States and 
countries around the world. In addition to performing a variety of classical and 
jazz selections for audiences, they have taught master classes at the Juilliard 
School in New York, University of North Texas and Royal Academy Music in 
London.

The group, which has appeared on “The CBS Early Show” and “Performance 
Today, The Great American Brass Band Festival” on NPR, recently released 
its album “Simple Gifts.” Under Summit Records, Columbia Masterworks 
Records and other labels, Boston Brass has released a number of additional 
albums including “Reminiscing,” “Late Nights” and “Within Earshot.” 

This year, Boston Brass has toured at universities, conservatories and 
academies both nationally and internationally, including the Royal Academy 
of Music and Las Vegas Academy.
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Gator football goes for blue and gold
Allegheny triumphs over visiting DePauw in homecoming matchup

By OLIVIA BLAKESLEE
Senior Sports Editor
blakesleeo@allegheny.edu

Allegheny football ignited 
a crowd of students, alum-
ni and community members 
alike at their home Blue and 
Gold Weekend Game against 
DePauw University on Satur-
day, Oct. 27. Gators snatched  
a victory from the favored Ti-
gers in the final quarter with 
a field goal kick from senior 
Zach Bednarowicz, ’19, with 
11 seconds left on the clock.

“We’ve felt like we’ve been 
on a good track this year, and 
that was one of those state-
ment games,” said Braden 
Layer, offensive coordina-
tor. “You’ve got the chance 
to come in there and really 
show some people around the 
country that Allegheny foot-
ball is working its way back to 
where we all envisioned this 
program.”

Layer said the team went 
into the game aware of the 
challenges they would face. 

“They come out with the 
mindset that they’re not going 
to be pushed around — it’s go-
ing to be a four-quarter battle, 
and they expect to win,” Layer 
said. 

The Gators prepared, ac-
cording to Layer, by focusing 
on maintaining possession of 
the ball on a “rough-weather 
day.” In addition to prevent-
ing turnovers, the team’s goal 
was to establish a passing and 
a running game against “one 
of the top 10 or 15 run defens-
es in the country.”

The Tigers started off with 
strong opening plays, includ-
ing a pair of first downs, but 
were prevented from scoring. 
The first quarter ended much 
like the fourth with a field 
goal kick by Bednarowicz to 
give the Gators the first score 
of the game and leave Allegh-
eny with a 3-0 advantage with 
four seconds left on the clock.

A 38-yard touchdown by 
DePauw’s Chase Andries put 
the Tigers on the scoreboard 
at the opening of the second 
quarter. The combined ef-
forts of Tyler Balla, ’19, Lo-
gan Lee, ’19, and Alex Victor, 

’20, scored a touchdown for 
a 10-6 lead. Before the first 
half ended, however, DePauw 
completed a 65-yard drive to 
regain a 13-10 lead.

The opposing team contin-
ued to challenge the Gators in 
the third quarter, adding an-
other field goal for a 6-point 
lead that increased to a 19-10 
lead with another, 31-yard, 
field goal. Allegheny stepped 
up with six minutes left in the 
game as Tristan Rhoades, ’19, 
and Ben Bachik, ’20, set Balla 
up for his second score, leav-
ing the score at 19-17.

“All we needed was pretty 
one big play,” Bednarowicz 
said.

Gator defense held off the 
Tigers until Bednarowicz’s 
game-winning 26-yard field 
goal brought the home team 
to a one-point victory.

Bednarowicz had missed a 
kick for a field goal earlier in 
the game, but he said his team 
was encouraging and he was 
confident going into the cru-
cial final play.

“Missing the second one 
was not an option,” Bednaro-
wicz said.

The Gator win at Frank 

B. Fuhrer field means they 
are now 5-3 overall. Players 
and coaches cited the game’s 
motivational atmosphere as 
a factor at this exciting point 
in the season as they work to 
improve their record.

“We knew going in, it was 
going to be rainy, wet (and) 
cold, so we didn’t know how 
the crowd would play in,” 
Punter/kicker Cody Wendt, 
’19, said. “Everybody showed 
up, and it was great.”

Head Coach William 
Hammer hopes to see more 
school support at future 
games.

“I think our guys loved that. 
This is their home,” Hammer 
said. “They’ve worked really 
hard and they’ve improved 
a ton as a football program, 
and I think it’s important that 
the college recognizes that be-
cause football is very import-
ant at Allegheny and if foot-
ball is doing well, everything 
is just more exciting.”

Hammer credited the 
team’s long hours and dedi-
cation as contributors to their 
success. He and Layer antici-
pate continuing this momen-
tum for the rest of the season 
and into future years.

“Last year’s seniors left our 
program with a 3 and 7 record 
and they got us going in the 
right direction,” Layer said. 
“Every single week now is an 
opportunity for this group of 
seniors to raise the bar even 
higher.”

The next opportunity to 
raise the bar will be this Sat-
urday, Nov. 3, as the Gators 
face top-20 ranked Wabash 
College in the final away game 
of the season. The Gators are 
setting their goals high.

“We want to be seven and 
three,” Wendt said. “Nothing 
less.”

For now, Allegheny foot-
ball is focusing on the game 
ahead because the team “can 
only enjoy a win for so long,” 
Hammer said.

“You can’t look past any-
body,” Layer said. “You can’t 
worry about the final result. 
You can only focus on this 
week.” 

We’ve felt like we’ve 
been on a good track 
this year, and that 
was one of those 
statement games. 
You’ve got the chance 
to come in there and 
really show some 
people around the 
country that Allegheny 
football is working its 
way back to where 
we all envisioned this 
program.” 

—BRADEN LAYER 
Offensive coordinator 
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Smashing records and stomping competition
Talent, team spirit bring success 
for Gator golf  in fall 2018 season
By WILLY WALKER
Contributing Writer
walkerw@allegheny.edu

Coming off a season of 
talented first-year debuts and 
several broken records, the 
Allegheny golf team is taking 
pride in their fall 2018 com-
petition.

Both the men’s and wom-
en’s teams have experienced 
an influx of new members, 
with 6 of 13 men and 4 of 9 
women all being first-years.

“It’s a significant num-
ber compared to past sea-
sons,” Lindsay Benko, ’20, 
said. “They’re a good bunch. 
They’ve really transitioned 
well to this team and there’s a 
lot more team unity and cohe-
siveness.”

The new and returning 
members of the women’s team 
have gotten close in a rela-
tively short amount of time. 
Benko said the team mem-
bers spend time together and 
study outside of practice.

“It’s a lot more of a friendly 
vibe,” Benko said. “It creates 
a good team environment. 
That’s true between the men’s 
and women’s teams; we get 

along well which builds team 
unity.”

The women’s team has 
done very well this season, 
earning higher placements 
from golf tournaments than 
in past years. Benko pointed 
out how team captain and sole 
female senior Ali Metzger, 
’19, has excelled this season. 

“She’s done really well,” 
Benko said. “She won a cou-
ple of tournaments this fall 
and has placed highly at all of 
them, which has helped the 
team a lot as well as it being 
a great accomplishments for 
her.”

The men’s team has also ex-
perienced an influx of young 
talent. As with the women’s 
team, about half of the men’s 
team consists of first-year stu-
dents.

Men’s Team Co-Captain 
Jackson Sandusky, ’20, point-
ed out the impressive abilities 
of the first-years. 

“Not only do they have 
talent, but they’re also experi-
enced,” Sandusky said. 

Matthew Del Rosso, ’21, 
agreed the young team is 
starting to shape itself into 
something great.

“Our team is (getting 
along) very well; we’re making 
big strides in the weight room 
and on the course,” Del Rosso 
said. “We’re practicing a lot, 
so it’s going to be cool to see 
how we’ll develop throughout 
the next couple of years.”

Del Rosso recently broke 
the lowest 36-hole individu-
al scoring record for an Al-
legheny golfer by scoring a 
two-round total of 135 points 
at the Carnegie Mellon Fall 
Shootout on Sept. 15-16. The 
men’s team has placed in the 
upper half of every tourna-
ment, including a first place 
win at The Montgomery Cup 
at Rosemont College on Sept. 
22 and 23. The first-year class 
is ranked 13th in the nation, 
according to Del Rosso.

“Hopefully all of these oth-
er teams are starting to see 
what we’re really about,” Del 
Rosso said. “The motivation 
this year is definitely a lot 
higher and more ramped up 
than it was last year.”

Several members of the 
team are also brothers of 
the Phi Kappa Psi fraterni-
ty, which allows the team to 
grow even closer. 

“A lot of our team is a part 
of Phi Psi, so it’s cool being 
friends with everyone and 
being with your best friends 
every day,” Del Rosso said.

This bond shared by the 
men is unique to that of al-
most any other golf or sports 
program of any other school, 
according to Jackson.

“I can’t tell you how much 
it means to me to go out there 
every single day with guys 
who love what they are do-
ing,” Sandusky said. “I don’t 
know if you’re going to get 

a group of guys at any other 
school or program who love 
each other and what they do 
as much as we do.”

As co-captain, Jackson’s re-
sponsibilities are even greater 
with a large first-year group, 
but he said the newer mem-
bers have been great, thanks 
to their past experience.

“Being able to say that I’m 
a captain on this team makes 
me incredibly proud,” San-
dusky said. “This golf pro-
gram has offered way more 
than just golf for me.”

Both Sandusky and Del 
Rosso have high hopes for the 
spring season and for the fu-
ture of  Allegheny golf.

“We definitely have more 
goals to break and more re-
cords to set, hopefully, in 
the next coming weeks and 
months, and in the com-
ing spring,” Del Rosso said. 
“Hopefully these other teams 
really see that we’re a force 
to be reckoned with, and it’s 
something that we take very 
seriously.”

Contributed by Matthew Del Rosso
Jackson Sandusky, ‘20, watches the ball after hitting a shot with an iron as Head 
Coach Jeff Groff watches from behind.

Photos by KELSEY EVANS/THE CAMPUS
Top: Students gather in cold weather and muddy conditions to tailgate for the Blue 
and Gold Weekend Game. 
Center: Fans purchase Allegheny gear at a tent near Frank B. Fuhrer Field.
Above: Crowds gather near the sidelines in rain gear at Robertson Athletic Complex.


