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A Winter Revival
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The floor of the Henderson Campus Center was transformed into an ice skating rink as part of 
Winterfest which took place Saturday, Feb. 9, 2019.

Winterfest transforms campus center into ice rink
By ETHAN WOODFILL
News Editor
woodfille@allegheny.edu

The lack of snow outside did not stop 
Allegheny students from celebrating 
Winterfest.

Students enjoyed Winterfest, 
which included a soup bar, hot choc-
olate, a snow globe photo booth and 
an ice skating rink on Saturday, Feb. 
9, in the Henderson Campus Center 
from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. in a revival of 
the Major Events Committee and Al-
legheny Student Government event. 

Winterfest has not been held 
since 2017, and before that, 2011, 
when Winterfest was cancelled in 
2012 to focus on the major concert, 
according to a January 2017 Campus 
article.

“Winterfest is one of those things 
that we just fell out of doing,” said 
Camila Gomez, ’19, ASG presi-
dent.“Maybe there (has been) a 
lack of motivation to spearhead the 
event. Event organizing is expensive, 

it’s time consuming, so, if you don’t 
have enough people invested in do-
ing it, chances are, you’re not going 
to have a good event.”

Winterfest was revived in 2017 
when one student, Amy Currul ’17, 
took on most of the responsibility to 
plan it.

“A couple years ago, Amy was re-
ally passionate about (Winterfest),” 
Gomez said. “Sometimes, I feel like 

in ASG we take ourselves too se-
riously, and I think that was Amy’s 
feeling as well. She just wanted to 
bring back this fun thing we did in 
the community that got us out there 
and got us talking to people in a fun 
setting. She pretty much executed 
the entire 2017 Winterfest … she re-
ally poured a lot of effort into it.”

IDEAS 
renovations 
create space 
for students, 
better access

Gardner 
Institute aims 
to improve 
first-year 
experience

By CODY BAUMEISTER
News Editor
baumeisterc@allegheny.edu

Renovations to the Inclusion, Di-
versity, Equity, Access and Social 
Justice Center have been complet-
ed, giving students better access to 
services provided. 

The increase in floor space and 
the addition of a new meeting room 
is helpful to the once-crowded offic-
es according to justin adkins.

“If you walked by this office 
before this fall, you would have 
noticed it was just packed to the 
gills every day,” said justin adkins, 
associate dean of students and di-
rector of the IDEAS Center. “We 
just didn’t have the space to fulfill 
our mission at all.”

One of the new additions to 
the center is the added meeting 
space that was built in what was 
the previous storage room for 
clubs at Allegheny College.

This additional space allows stu-
dents and student groups to meet in 
an environment that is situated to 
provide a beneficial experience.  

“The expansion space, the ex-
citing thing about it is, it is allow-
ing us to fulfill things such as hav-
ing space for students to study and 
having space for student groups to 
have meetings,” adkins said. 

The expansion space is fitted with 
a whiteboard, tables, chairs and a 
large counter that allows students or 
student organizations to serve food. 

“We can do different things with 
food,” adkins said. “We do food at the 
end of every semester during finals. 
Now that we have a counter space we 
can really do that more adequately to 
meet the needs of students.”

Any student group is allowed 
to use the new additional space 
for meetings, however, permission 
from adkins is needed for it to be-
come a scheduled occurrence. 

“If you have a student group 
meeting and want to have it hap-
pen on a regular basis, ask,” ad-
kins said. The expansion space is 
not currently on scheduler as the 
IDEAS Center wants to see how 
many people use it before adding 
it to the list of reservable spaces.
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Sometimes, I feel like in ASG we take ourselves too 
seriously, and I think that was Amy’s feelings as well. She just 
wanted to bring back this fun thing we did in the community 
that got us out there and got us talking to people in a 
fun setting. She pretty much executed the entire 2017 
Winterfest ... she really poured a lot of effort into it.”

—CAMILA GOMEZ, ’19
ASG President 

Allegheny College

By SARA HOLTHOUSE
News Editor
holthouses@allegheny.edu

Allegheny’s Board of Trustees par-
ticipated in a study with the Gard-
ner Institute, helping them to find 
answers about why Allegheny is 
not retaining students as much as 
the college has in the past.

The Gardner Institute is an 
organization that helps colleges 
around the country to participate 
in a data driven study, referred to 
as Retention Performance Man-
agement on the Institute’s website. 

At the February 2019 Board of 
Trustees meeting, the data results 
from the study were discussed, 
and now the members of the 
board and campus community 
plan to focus on improving the 
first year experience to help retain 
students as they move into soph-
omore year, according to Camila 
Gomez, ’19, president of Alleghe-
ny Student Government, who dis-
cussed the findings of the meeting 
with ASG members at the last 
general assembly meeting. 

“(The study) found many in-
teresting indicators,” Gomez said. 
“One of those indicators was 
first- years that live with all other 
first-years retain better, which is 
obviously the reason why now all 
first-years are housed together, so 
that’s one recommendation that’s 
already been implemented.” 

Gomez said that first-year GPA 
was also a big indicator of wheth-
er or not students would stay. 
Other findings included female 
students retaining better than 
male students, and students with 
D grades or lower tend to retain 
less. Another change as a result of 
the study is that the departments 
with early classes that are typically 
seen as being harder for students 
are starting to change the way 
those courses are taught in order 
to help students. 

“Psych 110 is an example of an 
early class that students tend to 
struggle in,” Gomez said. 

ASG talks Compass revisions, sanitary product pilot program
By MARLEY PARISH
Editor-In-Chief
parishm@allegheny.edu

Compass revisions, sanitary prod-
ucts and constitution changes, oh 
my! 

Beginning its regular meeting at 
7:02 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 12, in room 
301/302 of the Henderson Campus 
Center, Allegheny Student Govern-

ment asked for feedback regarding 
the student conduct policy revisions, 
announced a pilot program to make 
feminine sanitary products available 
in the campus center and spoke to its 
own constitution revision process. 

To begin the meeting, Faith 
Simms, ’19, director of diversity and 
inclusion, announced the Council 
on Diversity and Equity is working 

to create a list of schools to compare 
Allegheny to in terms of goals in dif-
ferent departments such as public 
safety, academics, financial aid and 
“all that jazz.” 

“(CODE wants) to create a uni-
versal set of schools that all depart-
ments can use,” Simms said. 

A “Rep Your Flag” party is sched-
uled for April 5, in Schultz Banquet 

Hall, Simms announced. 
“The party is just about a celebra-

tion of your roots,” Simms said. “You 
don’t have to be from a foreign coun-
try to come, but if you’re really proud 
of your hometown, or your state or 
your city, you can come in apparel 
that’s a celebration of where you’re 
from.” 

See ASG   page 3

The party is just about a 
celebration of your roots.”

—FAITH SIMMS
Class of 2019, 

Allegheny College
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“The early chemistries, 
even early math have been dif-
ferentiators between whether 
or not a student continues 
into their second semester.” 

A student who lives in 
a cohort, whether that is a 
sports team, club, Greek Life 
or living in a Living Learn-
ing Community, also helps to 
make students more likely to 
stay all four years, according 
to Gomez.

Ron Cole, provost and 
dean of the college, also said 
that there is evidence to sup-
port that students who be-
come members of a cohort 
are more likely to retain bet-
ter, and that there are a lot of 
plans for actions in the works, 
but most of it is still in the de-
sign stage.

“There are many changes 
in the works and plans being 
made to help first-year stu-
dents academically, including 
a more holistic advising plan 
for first-years, but most of it 
is still being evaluated,” Cole 
said. 

In an email to The Cam-
pus, President James Mullen 
said that the retention work 
done on campus is as import-
ant as any other work done at 
the college.

“The student experience 
is fundamental to all we do, 
and high performance related 
to retention is an important 
measure of student success 
at Allegheny,” Mullen wrote. 
“For that reason, I believe that 
continuing the work outlined 

through our collaboration 
with Gardner is critically im-
portant and is a responsibility 
of all of us in the Faculty, Staff 
and Administration.”

Cole expressed that, to his 
knowledge, this was the col-
lege’s first time working with 
the Gardner Institute, but the 
college has always been wor-
ried about first-year retention 
and trying to improve experi-
ence for them. 

“The Gardner Institute 
provides a method or struc-
ture for schools to help ad-
dress first-year retention,” 
Cole said. “It’s kind of like a 
coach or consultant that helps 
us to set our own recommen-
dations on how to improve 
our retention after this data 
driven process.” 

Along the lines of changes 
already being made or evalu-
ated, a lot of focus has been on 
extracurriculars and housing.

“The college is already in-
vestigating making Crawford 
into another first-year living 
space,” Gomez said. “That’s 
not certain, but is a consid-
eration. Certain departments 
are doing self studies to help 
make better pathways or more 
logical pathways for students 
who may not immediately 
jump in and succeed.”

Better tutoring programs 
and counseling are also in 
the works along with the 
strengthening of LLCs, the 
changes made to student ori-
entation last summer, new 
plans for first year advising 

and completion grants.
Rick Holmgren, vice pres-

ident for information services 
and assessment, and justin 
adkins, associate dean of stu-
dents, director of the Inclu-
sion, Diversity, Equity, Ac-
cess and Social Justice Center 
co-led the Gardner Institute 
project. 

“Every handful of years we 
take a close look at our reten-
tion and see where we’re at,” 
adkins said. “This was one 
of those opportunities and 
we decided to work with the 
Gardner Institute and use 
some of the tools that they 
have to assist us in our work.” 

Holmgren described one 
of the main duties that he and 
adkins had to undertake, fa-
cilitating the data transfer to 
the Gardner Institute for this 
project.

“Institutional Research is 
an area that reports to me, 
and they manage a lot of the 
data we have around stu-
dents and student success,” 
Holmgren said. “So I spent a 
lot of time with the Institu-
tional Research Office, help-
ing them and Ian Binnington, 
the Registrar, get data to the 
Gardner Institute folks to help 
us understand where to make 
changes and what to focus our 
energy on.”

Holmgren explained that 
the college’s retention has 
fluctuated over the years, but 
is down more than it was 10 
or 15 years ago.

“Retention rates used to be 

quite high, and have begun 
to decline in the last years,” 
Holmgren said. “What we’re 
really looking to do is to get 
it back up to where we were, 
so that’s what this project has 
really been focused on.”

According to Holmgren, 
who has been working on re-
tention projects for almost 20 
years, the results were good to 
show people what the issues 
are. 

“Now they are just com-
mitted to helping us do bet-
ter,” Holmgren said. 

Gomez added that not so 
much on the academic side, 
but focusing on the transition 
side of things also needs to be 
a big factor.

“I was not one of those stu-
dents who was struggling in 
the classroom,” Gomez said. 
“Where I really struggled was 
outside of the classroom, and 
it was my experience outside 
of the classroom that made 
me consider leaving Allegh-
eny.” 

Gomez said that her so-
cial experience and transition 
could have been a lot smooth-
er, and that a lot of people 
she’s talked to have shared 
similar experiences. 

“Of course there are peo-
ple who struggle in the class-
room, and they can usually 
get a handle on it,” Gomez 
said. “What’s really difficult is 
if you’re in a situation where 
you feel isolated, or where 
people already have their 
friend groups and you’re kind 

of just floating, those are feel-
ings that I think are very com-
mon for first-years.”

Though she was not com-
pletely sure how to address 
this problem, Gomez said 
that the residential hall plans 
would help, but there may be 
more that can to be done.

“I’m not sure, but I think 
that that would be some-
thing interesting to investi-
gate moving forward,” Gomez 
said. “A lot of the suggestions 
have been academic, so I’d be 
interested in seeing if there 
were any social things we 
could do that would help.” 

When it comes to actions 
and initiatives being taken 
since the study was done, 
adkins said both he and 
Holmgren are involved in 
most of the plans and actions 
being made. 

Gomez said that the fund-
ing for some overnight pro-
grams have been cut, and that 
schedules would have to be 
moved around for events to 
be spread out more, and work 
needs to be done on advertis-
ing to be more appealing to 
first-year students.

“Maybe one Friday night 
there’s four events, and that 
Friday night you want to go 
to all four,” Gomez said. “And 
the next Friday night there 
could be none you want to go 
to. (We just want to) create a 
balance where there’s always 
something for someone.”   

Holmgren explained that it 
is not possible to do a reten-

tion report until a student has 
been on campus for over four-
teen months.

“So some of what we’re 
looking at is from students 
who’ve graduated,” Holmgren 
said. “One of the things that 
I’m really excited about, is 
that I can feel on the campus 
that we’ve turned a corner 
with early preliminary data, 
which you always have to be 
careful with. Things change 
and they don’t always happen 
as you expect them to, but if 
I had to predict, I think we’ll 
see already an improvement 
in retention for this year’s 
class, because we’re already 
seeing an improvement in 
student experience.”

Holmgren expressed his 
feelings that it is a great time 
to be at Allegheny, and adkins 
agreed, saying he is excited for 
the place that the college is at. 

“Our retention has been 
dropping over the last hand-
ful of years,” adkins said. “But 
I’m excited about the chang-
es that we’ve already put into 
place. And it’s exciting to me 
(to see) the people we have 
sitting around the table, the 
faculty, students and staff. I 
think it’s an exciting time to 
be at Allegheny with all of us 
working together, and I think 
this project was a good exam-
ple of that.”

This year, Gomez pro-
posed to ASG and MEC that, 
due to the large gap between 
homecoming and Spring-
fest, Winterfest should be 
brought back for students as 
something to look forward 
to. Notably, Gomez proposed 
Winterfest to be hosted as 
an MEC event, instead as an 
ASG-exclusive event. Gomez 
hopes that Winterfest again 
becomes a staple event that 
students look forward to each 
year.

“(The proposal) was really 
positively received,” Gomez 
said. “We’re working with 
the GAP Executive Board to 
bring Winterfest back. I’m 
hoping that if it’s an MEC 
event, it will endure, and we 
will not have that lack of mo-
tivation on ASG’s side.”

This year’s Winterfest in-
cluded a soup bar, hot choc-
olate and giveaways includ-
ing ice scrapers and earbuds. 
There was also a large, inflat-
able snow globe inside which 
students were able to use as a 
photo booth with friends.

The highlight of Winter-
fest, as many students indi-
cated, was the floor of the 
campus center, which was 

transformed into an acrylic 
ice skating rink.

“We did a rock wall a few 
years ago at Winterfest, so the 
ice skating rink will be this 
year’s main attraction,” Go-
mez said. 

Students seemed to enjoy 
the makeshift rink, which fea-
tured lights and music. 

Elijah Van Vlack, ’22, said 
he enjoyed the skating and the 
Winterfest event overall. 

“It’s not as good as real ice, 
but it’s nice,” Van Vlack said. 
“I like that they put (Winter-
fest) together.”

Jennifer Miller, ’19, also 
tried out the acrylic rink. 

“It was fun,” she said, “but 
I had to get off because the 
skates were hurting my ankles 
a little bit, but it was easier 
once you got used to moving 
around.”

Unfortunately for the 
theme of Winterfest, there 
was no snow on the ground 
for the event, which caused 
organizers to modify some of 
the events.

“It’s funny because the 
weather’s not really Winter-
fest appropriate,” Gomez said. 
“So we had to nix the snow-
man building competition.”

WINTERFEST from page 1

GARDNER from page 1
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An inflatable snow globe was part of Winterfest Saturday, Feb. 9, 2019. Students could jump and pose for pictures.

IDEAS from page 1
With the addition of a new 

room, the main lounge also 
received something new. A 
larger tv has been installed and 
more room has been added.

The additional area has 
allowed the IDEAS Center to 
split between a lounge area 
and an academic area, allow-
ing for more accommoda-
tions. For students, these ac-
commodations are now easier 
to access. 

“There is a big screen 

tv now in this space. So we 
can have more of a hangout 
space,” adkins said. “We can 
kind of separate the two.”

Along with the physical 
changes, students now have 
access to the expansion space 
and lounge at any time. 

“One of the other shifts 
that happened is that now 
that we got the appropriate 
space we are able to open up 
our doors,” adkins said. “The 
doors to the IDEAS Center 

are open 24 hours a day.”
The open door policy is 

one of the changes that stu-
dents are liking about the new 
renovations, but the increased 
accessibility of resources is 
also a welcomed addition. 

“I like it, I like that the 
space is always open for stu-
dents to use,” said Sydney 
Francis, ’21. “The accessibility 
of the mutual aid closet and 
also the snacks and the prod-
ucts and everything, they are 

just easier to get to.”
Even with all of these up-

dates, adkins does not think 
that student participation will 
necessarily increase. Student 
involvement in the IDEAS 
Center has been high, accord-
ing to adkins, and the new ad-
ditions will benefit the already 
large number of students who 
frequent the space. 

“The goal is to be meet-
ing the needs of those who 
have already been using the 

space,” adkins said.  
Meeting the needs of those 

already in the space also 
means meeting the needs of 
the students who are part of 
the William C. Jason Fellows. 
This group of about nine stu-
dents helps aid the IDEAS 
Center in daily work as well as 
with events.

One of the fellows, Sophie 
Foreman, ’22, is happy with 
the renovations and has no-
ticed students using the space. 

“Meeting students where 
they’re at in their identity 
and identity development, 
and that’s not necessarily the 
stereotypical things that you 
think of listed on our mission 
statement,” adkins said  “You 
know it’s all of these other 
things about our identities 
that make us who we are. That 
is one of the most important 
things the IDEAS Center can 
do.”

It’s not as good as real ice, but it’s nice. I like that 
they put (Winterfest) together.”

—ELIJAH VAN VLACK
Class of 2022, 

Alleghey College

PHOTOS BY BRIAN HILL/THE CAMPUS

Left: Dwaine Barber, ’20, attends Winterfest and gets 
free food at the event in the campus center. Above: Stu-
dents make hot chocolate during Winterfest.
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Editor’s Note: The weekly Crime Blotter is compiled using the Daily Crime Log 

available on the Office of Public Safety’s web page. Crimes reported may still be under 
investigation. Crimes listed below are collected the Thursday before publication.

Feb. 8, 2019
Doane Hall

Criminal mischief.
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Allegheny Student Government met Tuesday, Feb. 12, 2019 in the Henderson Campus Center. The general assem-
bly meeting lasted 27 minutes where members discusses student conduct policy revisions, a pilot program to make 
female sanitary products available in the campus center and ASG constitution updates.

Chief of Staff Jason Fer-
rante, ’20, stressed the im-
portance of voicing feedback 
regarding the student code of 
conduct revisions. 

“I can’t stress to you all how 
important this is to have your 
voice heard,” Ferrante said. 
“For a lot of you, this may be 
one of the last times that you 
as senators have the opportu-
nity to do this. First year class, 
you’ll probably be around for 
another revision to our policy, 
but we’re really looking at ev-
erything.” Conduct cases and 
bias response — every rule 
is up for discussion, Ferrante 
said. The policy revisions will 
decide whether or not Allegh-
eny bans hoverboards, vapes 
and juuls — “literally, top to 
bottom review,” Ferrante said. 

ASG is doing some re-
vising of its own. Ferrante 
reminded members that he 
and Attorney General Mones-
sha Jayabalan, ’19, have been 
working to update its govern-
ing document. 

“The constitutional review 
process is going pretty well,” 
Ferrante said. “We’ve made a 
lot of headway. There’s a lot 
in our constitution that we’re 
looking at.” 

A number of dates will be 
made available where mem-
bers of ASG can offer com-
ments and “meaningful feed-
back” before the constitution 
revisions are made official. 

“We want to make sure 
that everyone has a chance 
to speak about this,” Ferrante 
concluded his report. 

Co-Director of Student Af-
fairs Catrina Steckler, ’19, an-
nounced an ASG pilot program 
that aims to provide women 
with free sanitary products. 

The products will be made 
available in the restrooms of 
the campus center, including 
gender neutral restrooms. 

“It’s going to happen at 
some point this semester,” 
Steckler said. “We don’t have 
a set date yet. We’re still work-
ing out a few of the logistics.” 

While this program is in 
its beginning stages, Steck-
ler said she does not think it 
will continue to be an ASG-
run program. Instead, ASG is 
hoping to work with St. Mori-
tz and Women’s Services to 
coordinate donations. 

During her president’s 
report, Camila Gomez, ’19, 
echoed Ferrante’s request for 
comments and suggestions 
about the conduct policy re-
vision process. 

“I can honestly say that I’m 
really encouraged by the dis-
cussions we’re having, and it’s 
really important that we get as 
much student input as possi-
ble,” Gomez said. 

The revisions still go 
through the shared gover-
nance process, Gomez said, 
meaning ASG still has to pass 

the changes before they are 
officially implemented into 
college policy. 

“...You guys will have the 
opportunity to review the 
document before you vote on 
it,” Gomez said. “I can’t stress 
enough that if you have any-
thing that you feel very ada-
mantly that you think should 
be in there or should not be 
in there, please do make sure 
that you get that feedback into 
Dean (April) Thompson or if 
you don’t want to contact her, 
at least reach out to one of us 
on cabinet, and make sure 
you express those concerns so 
that we can pass them along.” 

David Roach, ’21, director 
of communications and press, 
added he will be including 

Thompson in ASG’s biweekly 
email to ensure students are 
aware of this opportunity to 
offer feedback before the Feb. 
20 deadline. 

After a discussion about 
updates to the college’s room 
draw system, Simms con-
firmed that no changes to the 
process will be implemented 
this year.

Class of 2021 President 
Emma Godel brought up the 
topic of summer orientation 
for first-year students, asking 
how the program was going 
to be run this upcoming year 
and if incoming students were 
going to be given enough no-
tification before its occurence. 

“From the day they com-
mit, they will now be receiv-

ing at least one communi-
cation from Allegheny per 
month,” Gomez said.

This communication is 
meant to keep incoming stu-
dents engaged and excited 
about coming to the college, 
Gomez said. 

To conclude the meeting, 
Roach raised the issue of dou-
ble-ticketing, explaining that 
people have been receiving 
multiple parking tickets over 
the course of 24-hours. 

“People will get tickets 
on their cars around like 9 
(p.m.), and then they’ll wake 
up around like 8 (a.m.), and 

there’s a second ticket on their 
car,” Roach said. “So, it’s not 
really allowing people enough 
time to move their (cars).” 

Ferrante chimed in on the 
discussion to say the current 
parking policy does not have 
a 24-hour rule in regards to 
ticketing, but said it would 
be a “great thing” to be sug-
gested to the Committee of 
General Policies and to talk to 
him with any questions about 
parking. 

The general assembly 
closed after 27 minutes at 7:29 
p.m.

ASG from page 1

I can’t stress to you all how important this is to 
have your voice heard. For a lot of you, this may 
be one of the last times that you as senators have 
the opportunity to do this.” 

—JASON FERRANTE 
Class of 2020, 

Allegheny College
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By WILLY WALKER
Sports Editor
walkerw@allegheny.edu

This year’s Super Bowl was 
anything but cheerful.

What is supposed to be 
a time of happy celebration, 
where people put aside their 
political and socioeconom-
ic differences by cheering on 
their favorite team with cheese 
dips and alcohol or rocking 
out during the halftime show, 
turned into an unending cycle 
of disappointment. 

Following one of the most 
memorable regular seasons 
yet, fans were hoping for a 
thrilling season conclusion 
in Atlanta. Instead, we got 
field goals, punts and a game 
with virtually no offense 
(the defense was spectacular 
though). 

The regular season was 
certainly one to remember 
for good reasons. From the 
Cleveland Browns winning 
their first game after a 635-
day drought, to the rebound 
of the Indianapolis Colts from 
a 1-5 record to ending up in 
the divisional round of the 
playoffs, to the Chicago Bears 
becoming a team that no one 
could remember to a team no 
one will soon forget.

This season also saw more 
drama and division within 
teams as well. The Pittsburgh 
Steelers almost tore apart 
during the Le’Veon Bell fias-
co, and continues to fracture 
thanks to the work of Antonio 

Brown and Mike Tomlin. The 
Oakland Raiders, soon to be 
the Las Vegas Raiders in 2020, 
also experienced internal tur-
moil between the team and 
the city of Oakland in regards 
to their stadium, and will now 
play their 2019 season in San 
Francisco. 

We also cannot forget the 
leadership changes that have 
already occured. Following 
the final day of games on Dec. 
30, eight NFL head coaches 
were fired from their teams 
over the course of the season, 
including infamous Browns 
coach Hue Jackson and failing 
Packers coach Mike McCar-
thy. 

As playoff battles began, so 
did the disappointment from 
fans. Teams like the Bears 
(who were predicted to make 
the Super Bowl) saw the end 
of their season come quicker 
than expected, while teams 
like the Dallas Cowboys ac-
tually got farther than anyone 
would’ve thought (well, any-
one who isn’t a Cowboys fan). 
Nevertheless, the divisional 
round proved pointless since 
the top-two division leaders 
for each conference made 
the conference championship 
anyway.

Then came one of the most 
disappointing weekends of 
football in history: the con-
ference championships. With 
both games going into over-
time, the New Orleans Saints 
and the Kansas City Chiefs 
(who were both the top seeds 

in their respective confer-
ences) did not advance to the 
Super Bowl, much to fans’ 
dismay.

Instead, we got the worst-
case scenario situation almost 
nobody wanted: the team 
with virtually no fanbase and 
the team that has overstayed 
their Lombardi welcome.

The Los Angeles Rams, 
formerly the St. Louis Rams, 
made the Super Bowl af-
ter only two years in their 
new city. Debate continues 
about whether the team re-
ally should’ve advanced due 
to an uncalled pass interfer-
ence penalty that would have 
helped the Saints in the final 
minutes before overtime; alas, 
poor officiating has left us 
with this scenario.

The New England Patriots, 
one of the most hated teams 
among the NFL fanbase, 
somehow made the Super 
Bowl for the third time in a 
row after an 11-5 record, los-
ing against several lackluster 
teams, including the Miami 
Dolphins and the Detroit Li-
ons. 

To make things worse, 
they won, meaning Tom 
Brady now has six rings, and 
the rest of the country will get 
that statistic shoved down its 
throat for years to come.

The game itself was also 
lackluster, with the teams 
scoring a combined, whop-
ping 16 points, the lowest 
scoring Super Bowl in NFL 
history. It was a feast for the 

defensive lover but was un-
derwhelming for the everyday 
football fan. Three field goals 
and one touchdown sounds 
more like a preseason game 
than the championship.

As if the offense was not 
lackluster enough, the half-
time show was another one 
for the record books, and 
certainly not for the right 
reasons. When word got out 
that the declining band Ma-
roon 5 would have Sponge-
bob Squarepants featured in 
its show as a tribute to late 
show creator Stephen Hillen-
burg, fans were ecstatic. The 
first five seconds featured the 
fanfare in the popular episode 

“Band Geeks,” but instead of 
“Sweet Victory,” we got Travis 
Scott.

So why is this year’s Super 
Bowl considered the worst? 

Some say it was the lack of 
offensive movement; others 
are mad because Tom Brady 
now has six rings and an in-
flated ego. In general, it seems 
like everyone was equally dis-
appointed at this year’s half-
time show, even more than 
the usual disappointment (it’s 
always underwhelming every 
year and everyone likes to 
rant about it on Twitter, but 
this year broke the mold).

I think the reason this Bowl 
will be remembered as one of 

the worst is because of the 
stellar season that preceded it. 
I always reminisce about that 
week 11 game between the 
Rams and Chiefs that scored a 
combined total of 105 points: 
the first NFL game where 
both teams scored more than 
50 points. One of those teams 
made it to the Super Bowl. It’s 
amazing how teams change in 
a matter of weeks.

The sting of this Super 
Bowl will burn for months to 
come, then the NFL will kick 
off its 100th season in August 
and everyone will forget this 
Sunday in February ever hap-
pened.

Great season, bad conclusion: Everything this Super Bowl did wrong 

Positivity is not about blocking out negativity 
By SHANE OSTROM
Opinion Editor
ostroms@allegheny.edu

In the song “Local Man Ru-
ins Everything,” The Wonder 
Years offer some wise words: 
“It’s not about forcing happi-
ness, it’s about not letting sad-
ness win.” At the risk of sound-
ing entirely abysmal, I believe 
there is something worth cri-
tiquing about the pressures we 
feel to constantly be happy and 
maintain positivity.

Being happy or self-appre-
ciative is not a bad thing in 
and of itself, but societal factors 
coerce this feeling in all facets 
of life. Sometimes feeling sad 
or frustrated is warranted and 
delegitimized by pressures to 
not feel that way. On the other 
hand, widespread expectations 
of positivity also diminishes the 
value it — it’s not positivity, it’s 
just “normal.”

Take for instance the expec-

tation of positivity in the work-
place — say a fast food job. One 
is expected to greet customers, 
take their orders and clean up 
after them with a smile, despite 
heavy workload for wages that 
are hardly livable. 

It does not cost much to be 
friendly and is undoubtedly 
better for all parties than be-
ing impersonal, but the literal 
requirement to be positive not 
only undermines individuality 
and personal experiences, but 
also makes “positive” work-
place banter remarkably super-
ficial.

The point is, expectations 
of paramount positivity in the 
workplace diminish the indi-
viduality of workers, but also 
work to force negativity out — 
even the negativity that might 
encourage one to seek a more 
fulfilling or lucrative career or 
honestly critique where they 
are at.

Another type of positivity 

that might be unexpectedly 
detrimental is the movement 
behind body positivity. Of 
course, no person should ever 
have to feel shamed or abnor-
mal in their body, but does 
that mean they have to be un-
equivocally happy with it? Far 
too many have their efforts of 
self-improvement dismissed 
because there is an amount of 
negative criticism that must go 
into one’s decision to improve. 
Why improve anything when 
you could simply be happy with 
where you are at?

In more extreme circum-
stances, body positivity is 
unquestionably toxic. Some 
online communities have sup-
ported and encouraged eating 
disorders under the same guise 
of body positivity, going as far 
as humanizing anorexia and 
bulimia by referring to them as 
“Ana” and “Mia” respectively.

Fitness on social media has 
increasingly grown more sexu-
al in nature and celebratory of 
bodies as opposed to self-im-
provement — again, self-im-
provement needs to be pre-

ceded with a healthy amount 
of self-reflection and criticism, 
which is largely discouraged in 
today’s media climate.

Even more directly impli-
cated than physical health is 
mental health. To the ever-in-
creasing masses of depressed, 
anxious, or otherwise mentally 
affected individuals, the pres-
sure to be happy is crushing. 
On social media, we are en-
couraged to promote the best 
sides of ourselves, filling gaps 
of inadequacies with skin-deep 
self-promotions. It’s no wonder 
there is a divide between how 
we feel on social media and 
how we feel in real life.

Perhaps depression and 
anxiety have become extremely 
common and widespread be-
cause we feel that we are falling 
short because we aren’t happy 
all the time. And then we feel 
melancholy about being sad or 
anxious about being anxious.

Ubiquitous happiness is 

simply not achievable, and 
instead of realistically manag-
ing our expectations, we tend 
to take messages to heart that 
claim happiness is a sort of en-
lightenment potentially acces-
sible to everyone.

There is a fine line to walk, 
as positivity and negativity 
are opposite sides of the same 
spectrum and not mutually 
exclusive by any means. But 
oftentimes we act as if one can-
not be happy and sad or posi-
tive and negative at the same 
time, leaving us to constantly 
strive to optimize all aspects of 
ourselves while simultaneously 
attempting to appreciate where 
we are. But are we ever truly 
content, or do we just convince 
ourselves that we are because 
we are told that we should be?

“It’s not about forcing hap-
piness — it’s about not letting 
sadness win”

 — The Wonder Years, 
“Local Man Ruins Everything”

Break the stereotype: Millennials have more to offer than society expects
By TAYLOR RENK
Opinion Editor
renkt@allegheny.edu

If you were born roughly be-
tween 1980 and 2000, you 
may be considered selfish, 
lazy, entitled, egotistical and 
pretentious. How does that 
make you feel? I am pretty of-
fended by those assumptions.

Millennials are not hard to 
pick out of a crowd. You can 
often see us with smartphones 
and Air Pods, tapping away at 
screens diving deep into the 
boundless information found 
in the online world. So, why 
do we get such a bad reputa-
tion in society, and why are 
we all lumped into a group 
of 20 to 30-year-old people 
who are claimed to have no 
work ethic? Our generation 
is called the “me” generation, 
when we did absolutely noth-
ing but grow up.

The world of social media 
and online dating has taken 
us by the horns, drawing the 
attention of society’s mid-
dle-aged population. There 

are so many different types 
of social media applications 
available to society, that it is 
almost impossible to keep 
track of them all. It just so 
happens that the technolog-
ical advancements that al-
lowed us to have anything we 
could want at the tip of our 
fingers were created in perfect 
timing for our generation to 
abuse them.

Older generations argue 
that social media is pointless. 
In all fairness, we probably 
do spend a bit too much time 
glued to our phones, but be-
cause of our generation and 
social media, there have been 
extraordinary positive im-
pacts. 

The ALS ice bucket chal-
lenge went viral across all 
social media platforms and  
helped raise $115 million al-
lowing scientists to research 
a new gene tied to ALS, ac-
cording to The New York 
Times. Although constantly 
seeing videos of people dump 
ice water on their heads may 
have gotten old and annoying, 

it did positively impact  med-
ical research, and millennials 
were major contributors to 
the cause. 

Besides the obvious mil-
lennial-like things such as 
social media trends that give 
us a bad reputation, the point 
that we as a generation lack 
work ethic and good char-
acter is the most offensive. 
There are individuals born 
in every era that have quali-
ties, both good and bad, that 
define themselves as human 
beings, so why are we target-
ed and grouped into a stereo-
type, especially without facts 
to back the opinion?

In fact, the Pew Research 
Center did a study on our 
generation showing that 33 
percent of millennials have at 
least a bachelor’s degree. That 
percentage is higher than any 
previous generation. How 
about that for work ethic?

One may argue that to ob-
tain a job, a college degree is 
necessary, but if we as a gen-
eration are lazy and entitled, 
we would not feel the need to 

go to college. We work hard in 
spite of the alternative opin-
ions.

As for good character, I 
do not think our generation 
slacks off in this category ei-
ther. The golden rule in my 
household growing up was 
to treat others the way you 
would like to be treated, and I 
have carried that into my ear-
ly adult years. 

I have faith other parents 
raised their children as mine 
did, and research can back my 
inkling. 

Pew Research Center re-
leased the results of a survey 
of millennials, saying that 

millennials value being good 
parents, having successful 
marriages and helping others 
in need. If nothing else, our 
generation has a good head 
on its shoulders, it may just be 
hard to see through the tech-
nology, fads, and Snapchat 
filters.

Our generation gets such 
a bad rap for no reason what-
soever. First of all, every gen-
eration has lazy and entitled 
people, so it is unfair to clump 
us all into one group. Older 
generations look down upon 
us in fear for where we may 
lead the future of this country, 
but honestly, we should be as 

confident as ever. 
Nearly 50 percent of our 

generation is optimistic about 
the future of our nation, while 
only 42 percent of Generation 
X thinks our future is bright, 
according to the Pew Re-
search Center. How can those 
who raised us question our 
capabilities to bring about a 
positive future? Instead, they 
should be excited to see what 
positive impacts their chil-
dren can make. 

It is time to prove incorrect 
the stereotype that surrounds 
us. If you do fall into the cat-
egory of lazy, entitled and 
selfish, it is never too late to 
change your mentality. But for 
those who are sick and tired 
of being categorized by your 
generation’s so called “obvi-
ous characteristics,” keep your 
head to the grindstone and 
make the most out of your 
life, because we as a genera-
tion have much more to offer 
than the stereotypes attached 
to our age.

Our generation is called the “me” generation, 
when we did absolutely nothing but grow up.”

—TAYLOR RENK
Class of 2020, 

Allegheny College

But are we ever truly content, or do we just 
convince ourselves that we are because we are 
told that we should be?”

—SHANE OSTROM
Class of 2020, 

Allegheny College
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Chinese New Year marks 2019 year of the pig
By HANNAH SCHAFFER
Science/International Editor
schafferh@allegheny.edu

The year of the pig has offi-
cially begun. 

However, unlike tradition-
al western New Year’s celebra-
tions, Chinese New Year, also 
known as the spring festival, 
celebrations last more than 
just one night. The spring fes-
tival begins each year on the 
start of the lunar new year, 
when there is a new moon be-
ginning. 

“The Chinese New Year is 
the same concept as Christ-
mas in western culture,” Yung 
Te Wang said. “It’s a time pe-
riod for people to be around 
their family, relax and have a 
good time.”

Wang is the teaching assis-
tant that oversees the Chinese 
House within the Max Kade 
International Wing of North 
Village I. 

Each year is named after 
one of 12 zodiac animals. The 
animals run in a 12-year cycle: 
rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon, 

snake, horse, goat, monkey, 
rooster, dog and pig. 2019 is 
marked by the twelfth animal, 
the pig, and began Feb. 5. 

The pig represents good 
luck, fortune, wealth and hon-
esty. However, those born un-
der the zodiac pig are consid-
ered to be naive, gullible and 
materialistic. 

The new year celebrations 
will continue for two weeks 
before they conclude with a 
lantern festival that represents 
the end of all celebrations. 

“I enjoy that atmosphere. It 
is very exciting, and you can 
just feel the positive energy 
and happiness,” said Kaitlin 
Franzen, ’20.

There are a number of dif-
ferent ways people celebrate 
the new year. One way people 
prepare for the new year is by 
deep cleaning their houses. 
Then, a broom is not to be 
touched during the two weeks 
of celebration so that the good 
luck is not swept from the 
house. 

Schools and businesses 
often close in order to allow 

people to celebrate the new 
year by spending time with 
their families, eating food and 
resting up for the year ahead. 

Celebrations are also 
marked with fireworks, pa-
rades and performances. 
Fireworks are especially im-
portant because it is thought 
that the noise and light they 
produce will scare away evil 
spirits. 

Another tradition is to 
decorate and wear the color 
red. Red is used to help scare 
any evil spirits that may be ap-
proaching. 

“You use the colors red and 
gold to represent good luck, 
wealth and other things like 
that to bring positivity into 
the new year,” Franzen said.

People also exchange mon-
ey and notes of good luck 
packaged in red envelopes 
during this time of celebra-
tion. 

“Usually, the elders give 
(the envelopes) to younger 
generations and it will have 
money in it,” Wang said. “It 
is like Christmas gifts. A lot 

of people try to give as much 
as they can give and there are 
some cheaper family mem-
bers who still do it to show 
they care.” 

While people try to use 
the color red wherever possi-
ble, white and black are to be 
avoided during celebrations 
because they are considered 
to be associated with bad luck. 

The symbolism does not 
stop here, it even carries over 
into the food people consume 
during the new year’s celebra-
tions. 

Fish is often consumed 
during these celebrations and 
is used to symbolize wealth 
in China. However, the fish 
should never be completely 
consumed. Leaving a bit of the 
meal untouched represents 
hope that the year will be full 
of surplus and abundance. 

Long uncut noodles are 
another food that is typically 
consumed during New Year’s 
celebration in order to sym-
bolize a long life. 

“I like the feast and people 
coming together for the new 

year, and usually the food is 
really good,” Markeyda Jones, 
’21, said.

While the Chinese New 
Year celebrations vary greatly 
from those that take place in 
the United States, there is one 
similarity. On Feb. 4, people 
stay up past midnight in order 
to welcome the new year with 
open arms. 

The Chinese New Year was 
even celebrated on Allegh-
eny’s campus. The Chinese 
American Friendship Society 
and the Chinese House came 
together to hand out cupcakes 
and oranges in the Henderson 
Campus Center lobby to cele-
brate the new year. 

Tangerines and oranges 
are often exchanged among 
friends in the beginning of 
the new year to represent 
good luck and good fortune. 

“It was really nice giving 
back to Allegheny,” Franzen 
said. “Being able to show peo-
ple on campus our Chinese 
community and that this was 
happening was very cool.” 

I enjoy that atmosphere. It is very exciting, 
and you can just feel the positive energy and 
happiness.”

—KAITLIN FRANZEN
Class of 2020

Allegheny College

Annual international film festival begins its run
By HANNAH SCHAFFER
Science/International Editor
schafferh@allegheny.edu

The annual International 
Film Festival gives students 
the opportunity to escape 
campus for an evening and 
forget about their everyday 
stresses, transporting them to 
far off places. 

The film festival has been 
an Allegheny tradition for 
more than 20 years. 

“I came to Allegheny in 
2000 and the festival had 
been brought in before I came 
here,” said Wilfredo Hernán-
dez, associate professor of 
spanish. 

Allegheny’s department of 
modern and classical languag-
es has recently announced its 
schedule of films for the year. 

The schedule includes a vari-
ety of different international 
films, including a Chilean 
film and a Lebanese film.  

The department of mod-
ern and classical languages 
is divided into a handful of 
different sections, includ-
ing spanish, french, arabic, 
chinese and german. Every 
section chooses two or three 
movies among themselves 
that they would like to pres-
ent at the festival. From there, 
a list is sent to the manager at 
the Movies at Meadville. Fi-
nally, based on the availability 
of the films to the theater, the 
movies are selected.  

“The department of mod-
ern languages provides the 
money that pays for the rental 
of the movie and the rental of 
the theater,” Hernandez said.  

Each Wednesday evening, 
a different international film 
will be shown at 7 p.m. at The 
Movies at Meadville. There 
is no admission cost and all 
films are open to the public. 

“In the past, it wasn’t like 
that,” Hernandez said. 

The free admission into the 
Movies at Meadville is a new 
development for the festival. 
Previously, the festival was 
held at the academy theater 
in downtown Meadville, and 
both students and community 
members had to pay to attend. 

“We came up with this new 
model where basically every-
one is welcome,” Hernandez 
said. 

Allegheny sponsors two 
shuttles that run from cam-
pus to the movie theater each 
Wednesday, both departing 

from Brooks Walk on North 
Main Street. The first is set to 
leave at 6 p.m. and the second 
at 6:35 p.m. 

The festival was set to be-
gin Wednesday, Jan. 30. How-
ever, due to the extreme cold, 
the start date was pushed back 
to Feb. 6. 

“The Insult,” a Lebanese 
film directed by Ziad Doueiri, 
was set to be the opener for 
the festival, but the viewing of 
this film will be pushed back 
to March 6. 

“The Island” is the next 
movie in the lineup. “The Is-
land” is a Chinese film directed 
by Huang Bo, that chronicles a 
shipwreck that deserts a group 
of misfit coworkers on a seclud-
ed island, and one worker may 
just find himself with a winning 
lottery ticket in his pocket. 

The third film on the 
schedule is “BPM,” a French 
film directed by Robin 
Campillo. The film showcases 
the struggle with AIDS and 
the battle to fight the indiffer-
ence that plagued the country 
in the early 1990s. 

On Feb. 20, “Transit,” a 
German film by Christian 
Petzold will be shown. The 
movie is about a man who 
flees France after the Nazi in-
vasion and steals the identity 
of a deceased author. 

The final movie in the line-
up is “A Fantastic Woman” 
and is set to premier on Feb. 
27. “A Fantastic Woman” is a 
Chilean film that chronicles 
the life of an up-and-coming 
singer when her character 
is brought into question fol-
lowing the sudden death of 

her partner, a wealthy textile 
company owner.

The variety of films aim 
to help expose students and 
community members to dif-
ferent cultures. 

“I’m excited to see movies 
that aren’t produced just for 
an American and Western au-
dience,” said Melanie Torres 
Cabrera, ’2l. 

The festival is not only a 
way to educate people about 
different cultures, but it is also 
a way to connect the college 
back to the town of Meadville, 
according to Hernandez. 

“This is one of the few op-
portunities when you are go-
ing to see the college and the 
town together,” Hernandez 
said. 

HuffingtonPost
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CAMPUS  ASKS:
‘What do you love and why?’

“I love sunshine because 
it brings me and all of 
the people around me 

happiness and warmth.”
-Lauren Bodi, ’19

BODI

By JORDAN GREYNOLDS
Contributing Writer
greynoldsj@allegheny.edu

Ariana Grande has come a 
long way from being a Nickel-
odeon star on “Victorious” and 
“Sam & Cat,” to becoming a 
mega pop star. 

During a time when both 
Nickelodeon and Disney were 
pushing every actress of theirs 
into the music spotlight, none 
have retained relevance in the 
way Grande has. On Friday, 
Feb. 8, Grande released her fifth 
studio album, “thank u, next.” 

In a tumultuous 2018, 
Grande went through two 
break ups, one of which was 
an engagement, and the loss of 
Mac Miller, her ex-boyfriend . 

Understandably, it would 
take more than the turn of 
a calendar to shake the feel-
ings that linger with Grande 
through this album. 

The album starts off with 
“imagine.” The song embodies 
the sound consistent with the 
rest of the album. The song it-
self is not a tough listen, but 
also not one I would go out of 
my way to hear.

The next song, “needy,” be-

gins the trend of Grande ad-
mitting her insecurities. I’ve 
seen girls post about this song 
on social media, so clearly the 
song strikes a cord with some, 
but not so much for me. Noth-
ing special as a song and a bit 
repetitive, but still not too bad. 

Just in case you thought you 
had Grande figured out as a 
needy girl, she offers up a com-
pletely changed message on 
“NASA,” a song in which she 
explains that sometimes she 
needs her space. This song has 
a little more tune than anything 
on the album to this point and 
relies less on Grande’s voice to 
carry it. 

“bloodline” is the first real 
change of pace on the album 
and was a good spot for it. The 
horns in the background are a 
nice touch and are the key in 
varying the style. The song is 
groovy and catch. I could dance 
to it; I like it.

“fake smile” dives into the 
common challenges stars face. 
Fakeness from people close to 
you, having to fake your own 
feelings, and putting up with 
things said about you in the 
media. The song is lowkey, and 
in my opinion, “eh.” Again, not 
terrible but just nothing I’d go 
out of my way to listen to. 

“bad idea” speeds up the 
pace set by “fake smile.” The 
song returns to the fantasy 
realm as the title may suggest. 
The song is a smooth mix of el-
egance, sass and a “forget about 
it, just have a good time” atti-
tude. Underlying the song is a 
sort of a trap beat which can be 
heard more clearly at the end 
when the song draws out for an 
extra minute after the singing 
wraps up. This song is one of 
the highlights of the album.

“make up” eases the pace 
and lyrically seems to suggest 

why she’s gone through multi-
ple boyfriends in the past few 
years and is a decent addition. 

“ghostin” is probably the 
most personal song on the al-
bum. Singing about fake smiles 
and such may suggest to per-
sonal experience, but nothing 
unique. On “ghostin,” however, 
she sings “I know it breaks your 
heart when I cry again instead 
of ghostin’ him.” There was ten-
sion between Mac Miller and 
her ex-fiance, Pete Davidson, 
which is likely what Grande is 
alluding to. Even though from 
a sound standpoint this song 
doesn’t jump out at me, I can 
appreciate the vulnerability it 
entails.

“in my head” finds Grande 
explaining how she has fallen 
in love with what she wants to 
see rather than what is truly 
there. To paraphrase, Grande 
sings that when people saw a 
demon, she instead saw a wing-
less angel. The song has a very 
relatable topic, but its execution 
is nothing new.

“7 rings” is extremely catchy 
but annoying as can be. This is 
the only song I have a strong 
opinion about, and it’s that I 

hate it. A lot. The overt sassi-
ness of the song sounds forced 
and terrible. The flaunting of 
material things is common to 
the rap scene and that’s where 
it should stay. Thank you, next.

The next song is “thank u, 
next.” The single released in 
November on the heels of Mac 
Miller’s tragic death to very 
mixed reviews. Some thought 
she was taking advantage of 
free publicity while others saw 
it as a respectful thank you to 
Miller. The two had recently 
split up, and about a month lat-
er, Grande became engaged to 
Saturday Night Live star, Pete 
Davidson.. No matter what, 
Grande spoke for all of us when 
she sang “Wish I could say 
thank you to Malcolm “cause 

he was an angel.” 
“break up with your girl-

friend, i’m bored is basically 
Grande saying she can get any 
guy she wants even if they have 
to break up with their girl-
friend. I can’t say she’s necessar-
ily wrong. Besides, I’m sure we 
all feel some type of way when 
she sings “You could hit it in the 
mornin.” 

The “thank u, next” album 
as a whole receives 7 Gators. 
For my personal taste, it’s good 
but lacks standout songs that 
will bring me back into the al-
bum such as Grande’s earlier 
anthems like “The Way” and 
“Right There” did on her first 
album. 

‘thank u, next’
New album lacks standout songs

For my personal taste, 
it’s good but lacks 
standout songs that 
will bring me back to 
the album...”

—JORDAN GREYNOLDS 
Class of 2021, 

Allegheny College

Valentine’s Day Special

“I love when I see a 
person being passionate 

about something 
because it’s nice to know 

humanity still exists..”
-Autumn Blaisdell, ’21

BLAISDELL

“I love fresh, crisp 
apples, especially if you 
pick them yourself. They 

taste better.”
-Sebastian McRae, ’22

MCRAE

Featured Photo
Valentine’s Day

Photos by EMILY RICE/THE CAMPUS
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A gator love story
James & Mari Mullen share, reflect on their relationship

Photos contributed by Mari and Franki Mullen
Above: James and Mari Mullen smile on their wedding day Aug. 5, 1994. 
Below: James and Mari Mullen hold their children Franki and James Mullen for a photograph around 
2000. 

By LAUREN TRIMBER
Features Editor
trimberl@allegheny.edu

When Allegheny College President 
James Mullen and Mari Mullen en-
rolled in the same college just a few 
years apart from each other, neither 
ever expected to get married, Mari 
said. Their minds changed while 
they were dating, and their 24 years 
of marriage have given James and 
Mari two children, numerous ca-
reer opportunities and a competitive 
streak that spans from pickup bas-
ketball to board games. The couple 
said they have continued to teach 
and surprise one another even after 
nearly three decades together. 

“Mari’s made me a much better 
person,” James said. “The way she’s 
helped me to always see the world 
from another person’s perspective 
before I judge, I think, has been a 
wonderful influence on my life.”

Although James and Mari Mul-
len did not begin dating until after 
they graduated college, both grew 
up in Massachusetts and attended 
the College of the Holy Cross. Mari, 
who was a first-year when James was 
a senior, said she often spent time 
with her resident assistant, who was 
James’ best friend. 

While she is not positive they met 
during their college years, Mari said 
she was sure they must have bumped 
into one another at some point. 

 “I just have that charismatic way 
of making an impression on people, 
I guess,” James joked.

When James was about 28 and 
Mari 25, both found themselves 
working in the same area in Massa-
chusetts. Mari was hired as the edu-
cation adviser to the former Massa-
chusetts Governor Michael Dukakis, 
while James was working for Mid-
dlesex Community College, which 
had secured an appropriation for the 
construction of two new campuses, 
according to James. 

“As fate would have it, (Mari) 
came out the week before to talk 
through the event through which 
the governor would announce the 
appropriate, and I took great interest 
in the education adviser for the gov-
ernor,” James said.

There was mutual attraction 
when the two met to discuss the 
event, according to Mari. 

“I enjoyed talking to you on the 
phone, and then when I walked in, 
I thought you were adorable,” Mari 
said. 

Although James said he liked 
Mari once he met her, he and his 
colleagues had originally decided to 
humor her since she was a state em-
ployee who may have tried to con-
trol the event too much. Once they 
met, however, James joked that he 
realized he should spend more time 
discussing the event with Mari.  

“I thought she was really smart, 
funny and fun to be around,” James 
said. “We shared a lot of interests. 
We shared an interest in politics and 
an interest in sports.”

At the event, James asked Mari 
to accompany him to the reception, 
but Dukakis had already asked Mari 
to ride with him in his car, so they 
could review information on the 
way back to the Massachusetts State 
House.  

“(Dukakis) used to always say 
‘Oh, I got them together,’ but I’m like 
no, ‘You almost didn’t. You almost 
wrecked it,’” Mari said. 

At another event where Mari 
was working, she met the president 
of Middlesex Community College, 
who told her James had gone to the 
College of the Holy Cross, which, ac-
cording to Mari, gave her an excuse 
to call him the next day. 

During their second date, Mari, 
who had played backyard and intra-
mural football, made an impression 
on James, he said. 

“The second date, I took (Mari) 
for a picnic, and (she) had made a 
picnic basket and put it in the trunk 
of my little old beat-up car,” James 
said. “When I opened the trunk to 
get the picnic basket, there was a 

football in my trunk. She picked it 
up and threw me a perfect spiral, 
and I thought that was pretty cool 
too.”

The dedication to sports and 
athletic competition has continued 
throughout their relationship, ac-
cording to the couple’s kids, Franki 
and James Mullen. 

“My mom, if you ask her, she’ll 
show you all of her football trophies 
and joke that my dad only has golf 
trophies,” James Mullen said. “It’s 
funny to watch them be competitive, 
whether it’s basketball, golf or board 
games.”

When the two began dating, Mari 
said neither of them wanted to get mar-
ried, a feeling that changed throughout 
their relationship. Mari moved to San 
Francisco for about a year and a half, 
and while she worked there, she real-
ized that if she and James were to get 
married, they needed to be in the same 
place to make the decision. About one 
year after Mari moved away from San 
Francisco, the couple married Aug. 5, 
1994, after five years of dating. 

“I knew pretty early on that this 
was somebody very special,” James 
said.  

After they married, Mari worked 
in public relations and public affairs 
when James was given the oppor-
tunity to move into a higher posi-
tion of college administration. Even 
though the opportunity meant she 
would have to pause her own career, 
Mari immediately told him to take 
the job, James said. 

“When I became a college pres-
ident with two small kids, I was 
travelling a lot and had a lot of long 
days,” James said. “Mari committed 
herself to raising two small kids. I 
owe her a lot for that.” 

James often had to travel for work, 

but both he and Mari were present 
as their kids grew up, according to 
James Mullen. 

“My dad was always present as 
much as he could be, but obviously 
he had to travel a lot,” James Mullen 
said. “But my mom was always there 
for us. She was the one who always 
coached us as kids, was always up 
early making pancakes (when we 
had sleepovers), making our lunch 
for school. But my dad also did a 
great job with balancing. He was al-
ways at everything he could be at. He 
and I would go golfing, and we’d just 
take a couple hours just the two of 
us. He finds it really important just 
to find those times to spend with us.”

Franki agreed James balanced his 
work obligations with his home life 
well, as one of her favorite memories 
is when she and her family took a va-
cation to Disney World. 

“My dad is a child at heart, and he 
loves tourist things, so when we lived 
in North Carolina, we went to Flor-
ida a lot,” Franki said. “We got to go 
to Disney a few times, and definitely 
going to Disney was peak childhood. 
My parents were so into it.”

The number of dinners and 
events James had to attend only suc-
ceeded in bringing the family clos-
er together, even when Franki and 
James Mullen were young children, 
Franki said. 

“It was a different childhood than 
most have,” Franki said. “As far as I 
can remember, I’ve been going to the 
dinners and stuff. I got to meet a lot 
of people, and my parents are real-
ly cool about it. They always made 
James (Mullen) and me feel very in-
volved in whatever they were doing. 
It was different, but it was also very 
cool.”

Mari said she never considered it 

a sacrifice to tell James to pursue a 
career in college administration — 
instead, it gave her the opportunity 
to work with more groups of people. 
Her current work includes a position 
on the management team for Special 
Olympics and the board for Wom-
en’s Services in Crawford County, 
where she helps fundraise for the 
organization and write a grant for a 
new shelter.  

“What we do has afforded me a 
lot of things that I wouldn’t be able to 
do,” Mari said. “The connection with 
Allegheny has given me an oppor-
tunity to work in Women’s Services. 
I coach kids all the way up through 
middle school. It has been a real joy 
for me, and I never would have been 
able to make that connection.” 

James’ relationship with Mari has 
allowed him to share in someone 
else’s experiences, to feel the magic 
of their marriage, James said. 

“I’m tremendously proud of what 
Mari does for Special Olympics, for 
what she’s done for Women’s Ser-
vices,” James said. “She gets great joy 
out of being part of the campus and 
interacting with students. I know the 
first phone call I make, whether it’s 
good new or bad news, is to Mari, 
and when I need advice, the advice 
I trust the most is Mari’s.”

By watching his parents as he 
grew up, James Mullen learned what 
loving someone really means, and 
he said their love is shown through 
their actions. 

“My mom has always been going 
to all these Allegheny events that 
she doesn’t individually get paid for, 
but she knows how much it means 
for my dad to be there,” James Mul-
len said. “She’ll go on trips across 
country when it’s not of the easiest 
convenience for her, and then my 
dad will back it up by going to my 
mom’s basketball games. He’ll go to 
her practices. They’re so busy, but 
they always find time to show up and 
represent their other half.”

Both Franki and James Mullen 
said their parents are best friends, 
and while their relationship is not 
perfect, they show enduring support 
and love for each other. 

“What my parents have taught 
me through any kind of love is that 
it’s not always what you see in the 
movies,” Franki said. “My parents 
are very different … but they love 
each other anyway. Whatever dif-
ferences people may have, you can 
still love each other. That’s definitely 
something they’ve taught me.”

To James Mullen, his parents 
have not only found help in each 
other over the past decade. Alleghe-
ny, he said, has given his family great 
support. 

“Allegheny has meant so much 
to (my parents),” James Mullen said. 
“They love all the students. You’re 
great to them, and I want to say 
thank you to the Allegheny commu-
nity for always being there for them 
and embracing us all these years.”

As James prepares to retire at the 
end of Allegheny’s 2018-19 academ-
ic year, he and Mari are looking for-
ward to the next step in their lives, 
especially since they will be taking 
that step together. 

“Love is about all the time you’re 
together,” James said. “Love’s going to 
mean the most when times are chal-
lenging. Who’s the person you want 
to be with in the happiest moment of 
your life, and who’s the person you 
want to put your arm around in the 
toughest time of your life. And that’s 
what this is all about.”

Mari’s made me a much 
better person. The way 
she’s helped me always see 
the world from another 
person’s perspective 
before I judge, I think, 
has been a wonderful 
influence on my life.”

—JAMES MULLEN
President, 

Allegheny College

Photo contributed by James Mullen
The Mullen family poses for a Christmas photograph in 2017.
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TENNIS OPENS 2019 SEASON
After an exciting victory 
against Houghton last week, 
the Allegheny College Men’s 
and Women’s Tennis teams 
are still enjoying their smash-
ing victory.

Both teams began their 
seasons with an 8-1 win 
against their New York com-
petitors. 

“From both perspectives, it 
was an awesome (win) on the 
men’s and women’s sides all 
around,” said Amanda Ress 
Liere, ’20, women’s team cap-
tain. “We crushed the compe-
tition to start off the season, 
so it was a really exciting and 
energetic way to get the teams 
together.”

The group accomplished 
many of the goals they set for 
their season opener, but they 
still have to work their mental 
game prepping for upcom-
ing matches that may be a bit 
more challenging, according 
to Ress Liere.

The first round of matches 
was the same from the men’s 
side, scoring the same amount 
of points as the women’s team.

“We brought in several 
very talented first-years, so 
we have a very good mix of 
young talent and experienced 
guys as well,” said Zach An-
derson, ’19, men’s team cap-
tain. “We got great and talent-
ed players which is going to 
be very beneficial for us this 
year as we already saw in our 
first match.”

Anderson also pointed out 
how the bottom half of their 
lineup did very well, which is 
something he believes will be 
big for the team this year.

The team intends to use 
its win to propel its mem-
bers onward during the sea-
son. According to Anderson, 
the team hopes for a top-five 

placement in its conference, 
which features several na-
tionally-ranked and regional-
ly-ranked teams.

“Our conference is always 
one of the best in the country 
every year, so we want to try 
to finish among the top teams 
in that conference,” Anderson 
said.

Ress Liere also described 
her excitement for the up-
coming season, which she 
hopes will include more wins.

“We’re playing a lot of na-
tionally-ranked teams and 
it’s super exciting to play that 
competition, so I’m excited 
for the season that’s coming 
up,” Ress Liere said.

Many of the team’s young-
er members are also looking 
forward to developing their 
tennis skills this season. Eliz-
abeth Evans, ’22, came to Al-
legheny interested in playing 
tennis because of the intensity 
of college-level competition.

“Being a first-year, I defi-
nitely want to establish that I 
am a good tennis player,” Ev-
ans said. “Essentially my goal 
is to keep working hard and to 
get better as the season goes 

on so I can help the team as 
a whole.”

Younger members are 
also hoping that this season 
can help springboard them 
into leadership positions in 
the next few years. Gretchen 
Norton, ’21, hopes to become 
team captain in the future.

“I think as a whole we said 
that we just want to keep on 
improving and being our best 
selves while also helping each 
other improve through prac-
tice,” Norton said.

Even with a competitive 
drive, team members have 
still made having fun a priori-
ty, as well as uniting the team. 
Ress Liere thinks that this 
season will be good for the 
team because they work well 
together.

“We have a lot of different 
levels on the team right now 
so making sure that we all are 
there to support each other so 
that we all can reach our goals 
together and be unified as a 
team,” Ress Liere said. “As a 
team going forward, our goals 
are to make sure that we’re 
putting the time and the work 
necessary to get some (wins) 

out there and enjoy the com-
petition.”

Anderson agreed, focus-
ing on team camaraderie and 
having a team that is close 
with each other. He described 
how he chose Division III ten-
nis because of its emphasis on 
the people as well as the sport.

“It isn’t just about the sport 
itself, and that’s what I envi-
sioned being a captain,” An-
derson said. “Just being able 
to get this group to be the 
best we can on and off of the 
court.”

Ress Liere believes there 
will be greater team bonding 
this season. She also believes 
that most of the members 
will get better very quickly 
because of everyone working 
hard to help each other out.

“Tennis is an individual 
sport but everyone that is out 
there is really looking out for 
each other’s interests and tru-
ly love and care about each 
other,” Ress Liere said.

Gators juggle
mutiple sports

Life can be hectic for athletes 
who play multiple sports at 
Allegheny College. Football 
and track and field star Noah 
Parker, ’21, concurs, but also 
emphasized how apprecia-
tive he is of the help that is 
available to him.

“I would argue that it is 
not that difficult as long as 
you make use of all the re-
sources that are available to 
you on campus such as the 
reading and writing consul-
tants, seeing your professor 
during office hours, and if 
you have a TA, visiting them 
for help,” Parker said. “You 
really have all the help you 
need.” 

The 6-foot, 260-pound 
defensive lineman originally 
did not plan on playing foot-
ball at the collegiate level, as 
he was recruited to be a part 
of the track and field team 
as a thrower. However, after 
speaking with the head foot-
ball coach at the time, B.J. 
Hammer, he decided that he 
wanted to pursue a football 
career in college as well.

“I realized that I wanted 
to play football too because 
in high school I had played 
football as well as indoor 
and outdoor track and field,” 
Parker said. “I figured that 
it would always help me to 
maintain the balance be-
tween that and my other 
commitments, so, in my ex-
perience, playing multiple 
sports definitely helps you 
stay on top of things.”

Now comfortable with 
all of the rigors that come 
with the combination of two 
sports and keeping on pace 
with his academics, Parker 
has his personal goals set for 
his upcoming seasons.

“For football, I just want 
to do the best I can for my 
team and hopefully help 
us win more games and do 
whatever it takes to help 
make us a better team,” 
Parker said. “For track, I 
want to achieve All-Confer-
ence honors this season in at 
least one event and continue 
to get better each and every 
day.”

Being a multi-sport ath-
lete at Allegheny can also 
come at a cost and can make 
a student-athlete’s everyday 
life a lot different than most 
other students. 

For sophomore Shannon 
Relihan, balancing her pri-
orities playing basketball as 
well as track and field isn’t 
the most difficult thing. 
She did, however, admit it 
sometimes can lead to her 
not seeing certain friends as 
much others.

“Honestly it’s hard be-
cause I have different friend 
groups in both sports. 

During the basketball sea-
son, my core group of 
friends are on the basket-
ball team, then getting into 
track season, I have best 
friends on the track team, 
so depending on the season 
I don’t really see the other 
team as much, which is kind 
of hard,” Relihan said.

Relihan expressed how 
she did not plan on partici-
pating in multiple sports at 
Allegheny, as she originally 
committed to play basket-
ball. After arriving on cam-
pus, she was contacted by 
one of the track and field 
coaches regarding her possi-
bly joining the team after her 
first semester. 

At first, she did not want 
to have another sport to 
worry about and she politely 
declined the offer. However, 
after much thought, she de-
cided that joining the team 
was worth a shot.

Relihan was adamant that 
she loves playing two sports 
in college, and that it is defi-
nitely worth all of the hard 
work. 

“I definitely get stressed 
at times, but I think I try 
to manage my time well, 
but there are a lot of nights 
I have to stay up super late 
finishing up homework,” 
Relihan said. “Playing two 
sports definitely does help 
me to avoid procrastinating. 
My goal for this semester is 
to not procrastinate.”

Time management is un-
doubtedly crucial in being 
able to balance academics 
and athletics at the collegiate 
level. Being able to manage 
your time well can lead to 
success on and off the field.

Soccer and basketball 
player Alex Klare, ’22, em-
phasized the importance of 
getting ahead on her work 
and always being on top of 
her academics.

“It can be hard to balance 
both sports and academ-
ics at the same time, so the 
most important thing is to 
always be on top of my work 
and avoid procrastinating,” 
Klare said. “All of the hard 
work is definitely worth it in 
the end.”

Men’s basketball clinches spot in 2019 playoffs

Allegheny men’s basketball 
secured a place in the 2019 
North Coast Athletic Con-
ference Tournament with a 
90-75 win over Denison Uni-
versity on Saturday, Feb. 9. 
The win punched the Gators’ 
ticket for the first time since 
the 2014-15 season.

“This first-year class is ex-
tremely talented, and the up-
perclassmen have done a great 
job of bringing them into 
what we do and how we do 
things, and they’ve all bought 
into the mindset of ‘refuse to 
lose,’” Bob Simmons, head 

men’s basketball coach, said.
Forward Jordan Rawls, ’20, 

scored a career-best 42 points 
during the Denison game for 
the second-most points ever 
scored by an individual ath-
lete in an Allegheny men’s 
basketball game.

“That was a game to clinch 
the playoffs, so it was import-
ant to us and I’m glad that I 
played well,” Rawls said. 

Guard Brian Roberts, Jr, 
’22, followed Rawls with 20 
points. Fellow rookie and 
Forward Caden Hinckley, ’22, 
contributed 12 points to the 
final score.

Because it has been four 
years since the Gators’ last 
playoff run, the chance to 

compete in the NCAC Tour-
nament is new for every 
member of the team. Rawls 
said the chance to compete 
was especially meaningful for 
the team’s only senior, Guard 
Billy Urso. 

While the team is eager for 
tournament play, according 
to Simmons, he and his ath-
letes will remain focused on 
the final regular season game 
against Kenyon College in the 
David V. Wise Center on Sat-
urday, Feb. 16.

“That’s been our mentality 
all season is not look too far 
ahead,” Simmons said. “Take 
care of today.”

Simmons said the same 
game plan that has carried 

him through his 23 years of 
college coaching will con-
tinue to apply to the Gators’ 
upcoming games. The differ-
ence, according to Simmons, 
has been in his players’ deter-
mination.

“I think that that mental-
ity really has changed where 
it’s not just about competing 
in these games, but winning 
these games,” Simmons said.

The Gators will play in the 
NCAC Quarterfinals on Tues-
day, Feb. 19. Rawls and Sim-
mons both plan to win the 
NCAC Tournament.

“(We plan) to win it,” 
Simmons said. “Very simple. 
We’re happy to be in, but we 
plan on winning.”

Rawls plans to continue 
this success by winning the 
championships as a senior in 
the upcoming 2019-20 sea-
son. For now, Simmons said 
Rawls and his teammates have 
been enjoying the support of 
their college community. 

“We just really appreciate 
the support we’ve been get-
ting from Allegheny college 
students, faculty, staff, ad-
ministration, the Meadville 
community — it’s been great,” 
Simmons said. “Our guys cer-
tainly feel that and appreciate 
that.”

By WILLY WALKER
Sports Editor
walkerw@allegheny.edu

Contributed by HANNAH SCHAFFER
Top: Woojoon Cho, ‘22, leans toward the net with racket in hand in the fall of 2018.
Above: Amanda Ress Liere, ‘20, prepares to hit the ball during the fall 2018 season.

By TRAVIS LUXBACHER
Contributing Writer
luxbachert@allegheny.edu

By OLIVIA BLAKESLEE
Sports Editor
blakesleeo@allegheny.edu

(We plan) to win it. Very simple. We’re happy to 
be in, but we plan on winning.”

—BOB SIMMONS
Head men’s basketball coach, 

Allegheny College

I definitely get 
stressed at times, 
but I think I try to 
manage my time well, 
but there are a lot of 
nights I have to stay 
up super late finishing 
up homework.”

—SHANNON RELIHAN
Class of 2021, 

Allegheny College


