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Allegheny student’s artwork sparks online controversy

Contributed by the artist
The unnamed triptych has since been removed from public view on Allegheny’s campus due to online complaints. 
This photo shows the full work. The original photo posted on Facebook was a cropped image. 

By MARLEY PARISH
Editor-in-Chief

parishm@allegheny.edu 

See ART   page 2

2019 ASG debate allows 
candidates to share views, platforms
By CODY BAUMEISTER
News Editor
baumeisterc@allegheny.edu

The Henderson Campus Cen-
ter was host to the 2019 Al-
legheny Student Government 
presidential and vice presiden-
tial general election debate on 
Tuesday, Feb. 26. The debate 
was held between presidential 
candidate and ASG Chief of 
Staff Jason Ferrante, ’20,  and 
his running mate, Class of 
2020 President Elyse Cinqui-
no,  and presidential candidate 
and Senator Taylor Marzouca, 
’21, and vice presidential can-
didate Jabriya Hester, ’21.

The debate provided the 
candidates with an opportu-
nity to discuss their platforms 
and any other topics either 
provided by moderators or au-
dience members. Topics such 

as student retention, student 
mental health, campus waste 
and lack of ASG senator-stu-
dent engagement were dis-
cussed by the different candi-
dates. 

Candidates brought forth 
similar platforms when an-
swering the questions asked 
by Director of Career Educa-
tion Jim Fitch, who was asked 
the week before the debate to 
serve as moderator. 

“Allegheny’s biggest asset 
is its diversity of people, of 
backgrounds and of ideas,” 
Ferrante said in response to a 
question about retention rates 
dropping for the college. 

Ferrante and Cinquino fo-
cused on the diversity of the 
student body as a benefit to 
the college and the increasing 
price of tuition being a factor 

for the dropping retention 
rates. They shared their goal of 
putting in place foundational 
policies that would help stu-
dents with the cost of higher 
education with different grants 
and aid. 

Marzouca and Hester an-
swered the prompt in a similar 
way, addressing diversity as a 

key factor. By focusing on the 
programs and established or-
ganizations at the college, stu-
dents of color or low income 
will have a better chance to be 
retained by the school. 

“We took a different stance 
on the issue of mental health,” 
Marzouca said. “We want to go 
‘okay, what’s the real source of 

these problems that we see on 
our campus.’”

Marzouca, when explaining 
her stance on mental health, 
discussed minimum wage and 
Allegheny’s intense workload 
as prime factors affecting the 
mental health of students. By 
increasing the minimum wage 
for students, Marzouca said, 

students can work fewer hours 
to focus more on academics. 
She also mentioned creating a 
policy that schoolwork cannot 
be assigned for the week fol-
lowing a break; students could 
increase the amount of aca-
demic productivity and fully 
recharge during breaks. 

Ferrante and Cinquino 
focused on Allegheny’s short-
comings in regards to mental 
health issues, along with the 
possibility of adding an on-
line booking option for the 
Counseling and Personal De-
velopment Center. Having 
open discussions about mental 
health is a key way to encour-
age students to seek assistance 
and better improve the overall 
health of the campus commu-
nity, according to Ferrante.

Sustainability was a topic 
for which both sides argued 
several points. 

Ferrante took time to ad-
dress how much the campus 
already has done to help with 
increasing sustainability. 

BRIAN HILL/THE CAMPUS
Jabriya Hester, ’21, Taylor Marzouca, ’21, Jason Ferrante, ’20, and Elyse Cinquino, 
’20, participate in the annual Allegheny Student Government presidential and vice 
presidential candidate debate in the Henderson Campus Center lobby on Tuesday, 
Feb. 26, 2019. 

I don’t view the world 
in the way that most 
people do, obviously. I 
am an observer of the 
world … and I make 
things in response 
to that and my 
experiences.”

—STUDENT ARTIST
Allegheny College

Willy Walker contributed 
reporting. 

What began as an art proj-
ect between two friends has 
sparked outrage on social 
media after a cropped image 
showcased the words “kill 
cops,” one of many phrases 
featured in the piece. With 
the artist’s consent, the trip-
tych has been removed from 
public view on Allegheny’s 
campus as a result of the com-
plaints.

Initially, the piece was not 
meant to be shown to anyone 
else; the artist said it began 
as a project worth “making 
for the sake of making” in 
order to help find inspiration 
for an academic class project. 
The artist and a friend, a fel-
low student, wanted to think 
about how they were feeling 
and explore the intricacies of 
art — a discipline people do 
not fully comprehend unless 
they have worked in it them-
selves, the artist said.

“I don’t view the world in 
the way that most people do, 
obviously,” the artist said. “I 
am an observer of the world 
… and I make things in re-
sponse to that and my expe-
riences.” 

While trying to come up 
with ideas for the class, the 
artist thought painting was 
the best way to let ideas flow, 
so the artist and a friend be-
gan talking about different 
compositions and layerings 

to incorporate into the work. 
Even though a friend assisted 
with the paintings’ creation, 
the artist is considered to be 
the sole author of the work. 

Because the artist and pro-
fessor have received threats, 
The Campus has decided to 
keep their identities anon-
ymous. The professor who 
teaches the artist’s class was 
unavailable for comment. 

The whole piece is com-
prised of three large paintings 
and shows what Allegheny 
has described as “an urban 
street scene” in an official col-
lege statement.

Playing with ideas like col-
or theory and juxtaposition, 
the two students wanted the 
“vibrant, thick” colors and 
phrases to be “in your face” 
and “desensitizing to the rest 
of the piece” — representa-

tive of how people act today, 
the artist said. The artist cited 
social media platforms as ex-
amples of this behavior. While 
the artist does not use social 
media, the original post drew 
the attention of over 1,000 on 
Facebook.

Crawford County Protho-
notary Emmy Arnett tagged 
Allegheny College in a Face-
book post, condemning the 
work and the college for per-
mitting it to be displayed. Ar-
nett also urged the Fraternal 
Order of Police Lodge 97, the 
union of Meadville’s police 
department, to find anoth-
er location for its upcom-
ing concert, which has been 
held on campus before and is 
scheduled for March 17.

“Shame on you Allegheny 
College for allowing this to 
hang on your walls,” Arnett 

wrote. “I hope the FOP finds 
another venue for their con-
cert.” 

When contacted by The 
Campus, Arnett said she had 
no further comment. 

To respond to the number 
of complaints, the college re-
leased a statement of its own 
on the Allegheny College 
Facebook page. 

On Monday, Feb. 25, stu-
dents received an email from 
Provost and Dean of the Col-
lege Ron Cole about the on-
line outrage, copying the of-
ficial college statement at the 
bottom of the message:

“The artist, the art depart-
ment and Allegheny College 
do not condone violence to-
ward police or any group of 
people,” the official statement 
read. “This artwork when 
viewed fully documents an 

urban street scene in which 
many controversial slogans 
are visible. The intent from 
the artist is to call for an end 
to mindless violence, just the 
opposite from the context 
being circulated on social 
media. But, because of this 
unintended consequence, the 
artist has agreed to remove 
the piece from public display. 
To further this conversation, 
the art department and the 
artist will offer a panel discus-
sion to the campus communi-
ty later in the semester.”

The FOP Lodge 97 posted 
on its Facebook page, saying 
Allegheny administrators 
were asked by “some employ-
ees of Allegheny” to remove 
the picture because of the 
“kill cops” portion. The post 
also expressed the FOP’s dis-
appointment that the original 

requests to take down the art 
were ignored. 

“It is known that some em-
ployees of Allegheny asked 
administrators for the pic-
ture to be removed because 
of the Kill Cops portion,” the 
post read. “Their request was 
ignored even with a warning 
that the depiction could be in-
flammatory.”

Lodge 97 President Greg 
Beveridge could not be 
reached for comment. 

Cole admitted the admin-
istration was aware of the art-
work earlier in the week, and 
he said he “absolutely” did talk 
to the art department soon 
after. In conversations with 
Cole, the department and the 
artist, they reached a decision 
to find an appropriate studio 
space for students to use to 
create work, Cole said. 

“This was in a public hall-
way,” Cole said. “It wasn’t in a 
studio or a gallery area.”

See DEBATE   page 2
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Tim’s Law requires colleges to make hazing incidents public
By ETHAN WOODFILL
News Editor
woodfille@allegheny.edu

Allegheny College released 
the first Timothy J. Piazza An-
tihazing Law Report last week 
on its website under the Fra-
ternity and Sorority Life page. 

The report is mandated 
under the new Pennsylvania 
statute, Act 80 of 2018, cre-
ated in response to the 2017 
hazing death of Timothy Pi-
azza, a sophomore at Penn 
State University.

Piazza died on Feb. 4, 2017, 
after he consumed 18 alco-
holic drinks in 82 minutes in 
a hazing ritual for the Beta 
Theta Pi Chapter. His blood 
alcohol content, according to 
a grand jury report, reached 
0.36, almost five times the 
legal limit. The statute, nick-
named Tim’s Law, was signed 
into law Oct. 19, 2018, by 
Pennsylvania Governor Tom 
Wolf. 

According to a 2008 study 
by the University of Maine, 
more than half of college stu-
dents involved in clubs, teams 
and organizations experience 
hazing. Among the most com-
mon practices of hazing are 
alcohol consumption, humil-

iation, isolation, sleep-depri-
vation and sex acts.

Last fall, a student at Ohio 
University died of asphyxia-
tion due to nitrous oxide in-
gestion during a hazing inci-
dent. 

Under the new law, there 
are stricter, tiered penalties 
for hazing. Hazing that results 
in bodily injury can result in 
a third-degree misdemeanor, 
$2,500 in fines and impris-
onment of up to one year. 
Hazing that results in serious 
bodily injury or death results 
in a third-degree felony with 
fines up to $15,000 and up to 
seven years in prison.

Tim’s Law defines orga-
nizational hazing as hazing 
occurring in groups such as 
fraternities, sororities, societ-
ies, clubs and/or associations 
whose members are primarily 
students.

Brittany Martin, assis-
tant director of student lead-
ership & involvement, was 
unavailable for comment 
and referred The Campus 
to Gretchen Beck, associate 
dean of students for wellness 
education. 

“(Many people think that) 
hazing only applies to frater-
nities and sororities,” Beck 

said. “But it is applicable to 
athletic teams and all student 
organizations.”

The statute requires insti-
tutions and high schools to 
adopt a written policy against 
hazing and to report all vi-
olations of the anti-hazing 
policy online twice a year — 
Jan. 1 and Aug. 1 — or by Jan. 
15, for 2019. Institutions are 
required to retain hazing re-
cords for five years. 

Only one reported viola-
tion since Dec. 1, 2013, ap-
pears on Allegheny College’s 
public report. 

In March 2017, Kappa 
Kappa Gamma engaged in 
hazing activities. The sorority 
was put on disciplinary warn-
ing and their new member 
program was reviewed by the 
chapter, Panhellenic Council 
and the director of Student 
Leadership and Involvement. 

Beck said there have been 
years of issues in higher ed-
ucation with hazing and that 
until now, not all schools have 
been transparent about the 
issue.

“I think it’s good for in-
stitutions to be transparent 
about issues, about hazing. 
Some colleges are very good 
with being transparent, but 

others are not,” Beck said.” 
Tim’s Law levels the playing 
field across Pennsylvania.”

Lizzie Schumacher, ’20, 
president of the Panhellenic 
Council, said Tim’s Law has 
not prompted specific chang-
es at Allegheny other than the 
published hazing report.

“There aren’t many school 
changes because, if you 
look at the report, we don’t 
have many (hazing) issues,” 
Schumacher said. “So, (we’d 
like) to do more with preven-
tion and workshops with new 
members to establish a level 
of comfort where they know 
that they can reach out.”

Garrett Fenton, ’20, pres-
ident of the Interfraternal 
Council, said there is not 
much IFC can do in regards 
to the law. He suggested IFC 
could implement some of the 
Tim’s Law provisions into 
their bylaws, but, since the 
law is already a part of the 
college’s policy, that super-
sedes IFC.

“We are unsure of our role 
as to what we could add to 
(the law) because it’s already 
all-encompassing,” Fenton 
said. “One thing we could do, 
if there was interest among 
the board, would be to pres-

sure (the reporting process) 
to be anonymous and confi-
dential.”

The process for reporting 
hazing incidents is not confi-
dential. Students file a report 
of hazing to Joe Hall, assistant 
dean of students, with the 
name(s) of the victim(s) and 
the accuser(s). 

“Something that was pro-
posed at a meeting was an 
anonymous form,” Schum-
acher said. “(Students) would 
not have to necessarily come 
to a fraternity and sorority life 
adviser. They could submit 
a form and say ‘I heard/saw/
had to do this.’ That could be 
anonymously sent and inves-
tigated further.”

Fenton was concerned 
about the definition of haz-
ing. Tim’s Law defines hazing 
as an offense when “a person 
intentionally, knowingly, or 
recklessly, for the purpose of 
initiating, admitting or affili-
ating a minor or student into 
or with an organization.” It 
can include consumption of 
food, alcohol or drugs that 
can put students at harm, 
physical brutality, sexual bru-
tality, or mental brutality.

“Almost anything under 
the sun can be considered 

hazing,” Fenton said. “I think 
there should be some spec-
ulation as to what harmful 
hazing constitutes and what 
non-harmful hazing consti-
tutes. I think that it’s an im-
portant distinction to make.”

Schumacher said it is im-
portant for institutions to 
publish reports because re-
ports could deter prospective 
members from joining an or-
ganization.

“I think it’s important (for 
colleges) to be transparent,” 
Schumacher said. “I think, 
moreso, it’s to establish a lev-
el of trust, and also, to set a 
bar that’s like ‘this is why we 
don’t do it again’ because it is 
public knowledge and (show-
ing) that it’s wrong. Different 
organizations don’t want to 
have their name on (the re-
port) because it stays on there 
for five years, and if potential 
new members can see that, 
that’s going to somewhat de-
ter them from preffing that 
organization.”

Beck reiterated the impor-
tance of Tim’s Law in regards 
to Piazza’s 2017 death.

“We don’t want to ever see 
something happen like what 
happened to Mr. Piazza,” Beck 
said.
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Cole said he viewed the 
discussion as a collaboration 
and thought using a public 
hallway to create art was not 
an appropriate space for stu-
dents to be working in. He 
said the decision to create a 
private space was the right 
one.

“The statements that were 
written were done so in a 
comical fashion in relation 
to the whole grand scheme of 
things,” the artist said. 

Reflecting on how peo-
ple are easily manipulated 
by “click bait,” the artist said 
the phrases written on the 
paintings were done so “in a 
comical fashion.” The artist 
said the words were meant to 
move people into a discussion 
and allow them to question 
why they are upset by certain 
elements of the piece and the 
world as a whole.

“It’s pretty much the for-
mula of how everything’s 
been run recently,” the artist 
said. “Outrageous statements, 
ludicrous imagery, but no one 
cares — clearly. But the peo-
ple that are reacting to this in 
such a negative way are the 
ones that don’t understand.” 

The artist said the people 
who have voiced their outrage 
are motivated because the 
phrases are counterintuitive 
to their way of life.

The artist said any form of 
homogeny or “pushing out 
the other” is a form of hatred. 
Talking about hate speech 
and citing President Donald 
Trump as the “epitome of ha-
tred,” the artist said the hy-
pocrisy of statements made 

by public officials went into 
the thought process while cre-
ating the paintings. 

“At least being consistent 
would give more of a basis for 
a lot of these people’s anger … 
There’s still people saying the 
N-word, calling people all of 
these derogatory words and 
saying that it’s fine because it’s 
consistent with the American 
values,” the artist said. “But 
that’s not hate speech to them 
because it fits their world.” 

The paintings were made 
in one weekend — for fun, the 
artist said. 

About two weeks after 
starting the pieces, the artist 
took the paintings to a stu-
dio space in a hallway in the 
art wing. The artist said that 
while working on the pieces, 
Allegheny security officers 
stopped to look at the paint-
ings; however, they continued 
walking and did not start a 
conversation or ask questions 
about the artist’s work. 

“Rather than discuss any-
thing with me, they decided 
to continue to walk out frus-
tratingly,” the artist said. 

Public Safety did not com-
ment on the matter. 

The artist thinks hiding be-
hind social media and politi-
cal platforms that are found-
ed on facts that only benefit 
selective viewpoints is sad. 
Despite the angry messages 
posted online, the artist does 
not wish any ill will towards 
the individuals who cropped 
and re-posted the image. 

“The person that took the 
image originally, they decided 
to not show the entire piece,” 

the artist said. “The saddest 
thing is that they know what 
they chose to focus on. They 
know how they cropped it. 
They’re aware of what both-
ered them, so they tried to 
erase everything else aside 
from that one statement be-
cause that’s what matters to 
them. That’s the only thing 
that they see.” 

Cops are the enforcers of 
the law, the artist said. They 
are everyday people too. The 
artist’s uncle was a cop and fa-
ther was in the military; how-
ever, the artist said nobody 
has asked about the artist’s 
relationship with law enforce-
ment.

“That’s funny because it’s 
almost like I’m being forced 
to think of myself as the oth-
er — in a construct that’s not 
even real,” the artist said. “And 
it’s because someone’s upset 
because their world is being 
shaken, but I think it needs 
to be because you can’t stop 
change, and that’s just a fact.”

As a discipline and voca-
tion art cannot be understood 
by people until they “live it” 
and “be in it,” the artist said. 

The artist’s paintings were 
incomplete and were not 
meant to be shown in a pub-
lic setting with only a select-
ed portion posted. The artist 
did say members of the class 
understood the piece and the 
messages it was conveying.

“I never had an artist’s 
statement or a title for any of 
these pieces, actually because 
I never saw them as that,” the 
artist said. “They weren’t put 
on that platform, but some-

one else forced (them) into it. 
So, now I do, in this setting, 
clearly, I have to make a title, 
and I’m still working on that.”

The artist said the art has 
“morphed” into something 
else, saying it has become a 
symbol rather than a piece of 
work. 

“So, what does that say? 
Should I give it a name?” the 
artist said. 

The work speaks for itself, 
the artist said, adding that the 
phrases in the piece are inter-
changeable, specifically “kill 
cops” and “clap thots.” 

“They’re interchangeable,” 
the artist said. “It’s all word-
play.” 

People need to be remind-
ed that thought is put into art-
work, the artist said. 

“The thought is that it’s 
supposed to be taken as a joke 
— as a desensitized interpre-
tation and viewing — for fun,” 
the artist said.

No people are dying in the 
piece, and no violence is oc-
curring; however, the artist 
said the only violent respons-
es have been on Facebook. 

Artists have no control 
over the reactions to their 
work, the artist said.

“That’s the whole point,” 
the artist said.

There should be a way to 
communicate without vio-
lence, the artist said. The art-
ist said professors have been 
supportive but acknowledged 
they are probably scared, as 
they are members of the com-
munity. However, the artist 
said professors are willing to 
stand up for the right to create.

Allegheny administrators 
have been concerned about 
the artist’s safety and have had 
discussions with the artist 
about the mutual decision to 
remove the piece from pub-
lic view. The artist also added 
that college administrators 
are looking to avoid a lawsuit, 
recognizing that is part of the 
position they hold. 

“I don’t have hatred or any 
animosity towards them di-
rectly,” the artist said. “It’s a 
systematic thing, just like ev-
erything else is.”

Reflecting on the decision 
to take down the paintings, 
the artist said Allegheny’s 
position in Meadville pres-
ents an opportunity to move 
beyond controversy and vio-
lence.

“Having a liberal arts col-
lege in the middle of a conser-
vative area is pretty much ask-
ing for controversy,” the artist 
said. “So you tell me, should 
a liberal arts institution back 
down to a conservative com-
munity, not for politics, but 
for the sake of preventing 
true hatred and violence … 
or should we just continue to 
allow hatred and close-mind-
edness prevail?” 

Anyone could reply with 
the “true answer,” the artist 
said. 

On campus, the artist said 
he has received nothing but 
love from Allegheny students, 
expressing gratitude for their 
support. 

“They’re ready to fight — 
if necessary,” the artist said. 
“And not in the physical way, 
obviously.”

The artist is not afraid of 
the Meadville community ei-
ther — at all. Having worked 
with members of the Mead-
ville community and orga-
nizations, the artist does not 
think some community mem-
bers are aware of those rela-
tionships. 

Will the artist continue 
creating? — of course, the art-
ist said. 

“You can’t tell me that this 
is the end of making art,” the 
artist said. “No, no, no, no — 
I’ve had much worse things 
happen to me in my life, and 
I still make art, and I don’t 
think there’s anything that 
will stop me. This is not hin-
dering me in any sense. It’s 
just bringing ...  more serious-
ness and passion, if anything, 
to my artwork.”

People who know the art-
ist, know that the artist is not 
a hateful person, the artist 
said, but none of the individ-
uals who vocalized their out-
rage have reached out person-
ally to have a discussion about 
the overall piece. 

The artist and art depart-
ment are working to organize 
a panel to discuss the piece 
and the outrage sparked by 
social media posts to be held 
later this semester. 

“I’m here to have a con-
versation,” the artist said. “I’m 
here to have fun. I’m here to 
have intellectual conversa-
tion, and I’m not here to hate. 
In fact, I’m here to show how 
stupid it is to hate. It’s a waste 
of energy.”

To do more, Ferrante and 
Cinquino want to increase the 
amount of food waste preven-
tion practices the school al-
ready has in place.

Similarly, Marzouca and 
Hester said food waste was a 
factor preventing the campus 
from being more environmen-
tally friendly and sustainable. 
Along with focusing on food 
waste, the paper waste result-
ing from the paper towels in 
bathrooms was also a concern. 

“You guys can see that the 
amount of waste paper towels 
comes from them being every-
where,” Hester said. “So that is 
one thing we wanted to change 
and put a stop to.”

The lack of ASG sena-

tor-student engagement is 
something each side said was 
directly affecting the relation-
ship the school has with the 
student body. 

By providing different op-
tions for students to have their 
voices heard, Ferrante and 
Cinquino said they believe stu-
dents can increase their gener-
al awareness of ASG and the 
resources that can be obtained 
through it. Overall, Cinquino’s 
goal is to bring ASG to the stu-
dent body to foster a relation-
ship with the people the gov-
ernment supports. 

“I have no reservations 
bringing up controversial is-
sues with the administration,” 
Marzouca said. “At the end of 

the day, we (ASG) are here for 
the students.”

Marzouca mentioned that 
conflicts have occurred be-
tween the student body and 
the administration, and the 
president of ASG is respon-
sible for helping support the 
voice of the student body. 

Constituents also had ques-
tions prepared for the candi-
dates on the stage. The mural 
that was previously on display 
in the campus center that has 
been the subject of recent con-
troversy was one question in 
which both presidential can-
didates gave similar opinions.

“We also have to under-
stand that we have a statement 
of community, and we need 

to make sure (with) incidents 
that happen, we need to look 
back to our statement of com-
munity for guidance,” Ferrante 
said.

Ferrante also discussed the 
procedure that the administra-
tion, the artist and the public 
have gone through was the 
proper response to the situa-
tion. 

Marzouca agreed with Fer-
rante on the procedure being 
the correct course of action 
but had more to say about the 
underlying issue with the mu-
ral. 

“The picture is taken out of 
context for sure, gravely out of 
context,” Marzouca said.

Each candidate was able to 

share their platform during 
the debate, and the main dif-
ferences between the two pairs 
seemed to reside in the candi-
dates’ rationale for running. 

“I think one aspect that Ja-
son and I have a strong point 
in is our experience,” Cinqui-
no said. “We have also been in-
volved in other organizations 
outside of that. Not only do 
we have experience with ASG 
and know ASG people, we also 
know other people that are not 
on ASG which I think is really 
helpful for getting input.”

While Ferrante and Cinqui-
no stuck with experience being 
their biggest asset, Marzouca 
and Hester highlighted their 
different roles at Allegheny as 

their primary reason for want-
ing the leadership positions.

“The reason we are running 
is to preserve the sense of de-
mocracy in ASG because Jason 
would have run uncontested,” 
Marzouca said. “But there 
were issues we felt coming 
from someone who has not 
been in ASG and then coming 
from someone who has been 
in ASG, that we really could 
collaborate on the vision we 
want to see in this school in a 
way we really haven’t seen be-
fore.” 

The presidential elections 
will start at 8 a.m. March 6, and 
will end at 5 p.m. on March 8. 
Voting forms can be accessed 
through WebAdvisor.
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ASG discusses budget transfers, minutes
By WILLY WALKER
Sports Editor
walkerw@allegheny.edu

Praise for the first-year for-
mal last Saturday and general 
budget balance transfers were 
the main topics of a rather 
short general assembly.

Allegheny Student Gov-
ernment began its regular 
meeting at 7:02 p.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 26, in room 301/302 of 
the Henderson Campus Cen-
ter. The meeting was seven 
minutes long, significantly 
shorter than their regular 
meetings due to the annual 
ASG candidate debate that 
followed.

The meeting was also miss-
ing eight senators, almost half 
of ASG’s legislative body. Not 
one class year had full repre-
sentation in the senate. In ad-
dition, there were only seven 
cabinet members present. 

Those absent included 
Chief of Staff Jason Ferran-
te, ’20, and Sophomore Class 
Senator Taylor Marzouca, ’21, 
who were preparing for the 
debate. 

After being called to or-
der by Vice President Gillian 
Greene, ’19, the minutes for 
last week’s meeting were ap-
proved with no constituent 
comments.

Director of Communica-

tions and Press David Roach, 
’21, discussed election infor-
mation.

“Keep your eyes out for 
election information,” Roach 
said. “Make sure people know 
that the voting happens, es-
pecially for the senior class. 
Make sure that all of your 
friends and constituents know 
that they can vote too because 
they’re technically the voice 
for the incoming first-year 
class.”

First-year Liaison Oz 
Meza, ’21, was the first to note 
the success of the First-Year 
Formal, which occurred this 
past Saturday night in Schultz 
Banquet Hall.

“I just wanted to recognize 
the first-years for the First-
Year Formal being a big suc-
cess,” Meza said.

Director of Finance Trevor 
Day, ’20, discussed balance 
transfers of significant funds 
of money. The finance com-
mittee wishes to move $7,000 
from the speaker fund to the 
general fund.

“No one is really using the 
speaker fund like they did last 
year,” Day said. “People are 
drawing more money from 
the general fund, so it’s just 
better use for everyone.”

Day noted how the use 
of these funds was not too 
low, but emphasized the 

convenience of transferring 
the money. He also wishes 
to transfer $4,000 from the 
general fund to the executive 
fund due to an unforeseen 
expense from the American 
Student Government Associ-
ation that was unaccounted 
for when making budget pro-
jections. 

“This would compensate 
for that and have us be posi-
tive as far as the balance goes,” 
Day said. The request was 
motioned and approved.

There were no other re-
ports from the cabinet mem-
bers in attendance.

Class of 2022 Senator Jake 
Fleming expressed his satis-
faction with First-Year For-
mal.

“We think we got about 
75 to 100 people there, so 
we were impressed with that 
number,” Fleming said. “It 
was a pretty good event.”

ASG President Camila 
Gomez, ’19, brought up one 
notable change to the ASG 
website in her report: the 
change of the meeting minute 
postings.

“The minutes will be dis-
tributed to you on Sundays, 
so you can read through them 
and vote on them whether 
they’re correct or not on Tues-
day,” ASG President Camila 
Gomez, ’19, said. “They will 

become public on Tuesdays 
once they’re approved by the 
body.”

At the beginning of the 
2018-19 school year, Gomez 
wanted to increase ASG’s 
transparency on campus, so 
she made it a point to make 
meeting minutes more acces-
sible to constituents. 

Initially, she wanted the 
minutes to be posted 24 hours 
after the meeting ended. 
This most recent change was 
prompted due to unofficial 
and incomplete minutes be-
ing posted on the ASG web-
site throughout the course of 
this semester. According to 
Gomez, this caused problems, 
so they simplified the process.

When asked about new 
business, Class of 2021 Pres-
ident Emma Godel pointed 
out how some campaign post-
ers for the ASG presidency 
were torn down throughout 
Brooks Hall.

“Please keep your eyes out 
because campaign posters 
have been torn down, and 
that’s just really frustrating,” 
Godel said. “Just keep your 
eyes out because there are a 
lot of better ways to support a 
candidate.”

A motion to close the 
meeting was made, and the 
meeting was adjourned at 
7:09 p.m.

‘Hidden Figures’ lecture focuses on Katherine Johnson’s life
By JAKE WAMSLEY
News Editor
wamsleyj@allegheny.edu

Keeping with the spirit of a 
liberal arts education, Al-
legheny students gathered 
last week for a lecture that 
combined mathematics, space 
travel and social justice.    

Talitha Washington, as-
sociate professor of mathe-
matics at Howard University, 
visited campus Thursday, Feb. 
21, in Quigley Auditorium, 
to lecture about the life and 
academic contributions of 
Katherine Johnson, an Afri-
can-American mathematician 
who overcame intersection-
al biases to pioneer break-
throughs in the mathematics 
of space travel at NASA.

The lecture was hosted by 
Allegheny’s math department 
and was structured around 
the movie “Hidden Figures,” 
which depicts Johnson’s life 
through actor Taraji P. Hen-
son.

The movie focuses on 
Johnson alongside two other 
African-American mathe-
maticians, Mary Jackson and 
Dorothy Vaughn, who had 
to overcome obstacles of ra-
cial and sex-based biases on 
the path to making break-
throughs in orbital mechan-
ics that made astronaut John 
Glenn’s trip into orbit possible 
during the Space Race.

Caryn Werner, associate 
professor of mathematics, in-
troduced Washington with a 
brief overview of her academ-
ic history and accomplish-
ments. 

Washington began the 
lecture by giving some back-
ground about the significance 
of how the movie came into 
being through the work of 
author Margot Lee Shetterly, 

who started writing “Hidden 
Figures” as a book because 
she wanted to make stories of 
African-American women in 
science more widely known. 

“(Shetterly) grew up as a 
child in a community with a 
whole bunch of black STEM 
scholars … but when she be-
came older she realized that 
their stories really weren’t 
known,” Washington said. 
“The Hidden Figures book 
is actually the first book she’s 
written, so it’s pretty phenom-
enal that she would take this 
leap of faith to write this sto-
ry and share the lives of these 
women who made really great 
impacts at NASA.”

Washington said the first 
time she saw the movie, it was 
a deeply emotional experience 
because she felt it bespoke her 
own story as a woman of col-
or who wants to be successful 
in STEM despite the barriers 
and obstacles of being inher-
ently doubted and underrep-
resented in STEM fields.

The key problem Johnson 
encountered was to complete 
mathematical puzzles neces-
sary for successfully sending 
Glenn into orbit and then re-
turning him back to earth.

“So one of the things they 
were talking about in the 
movie is orbital velocity ... 
and (the question) is how do 
you change from going in a 
circular path into a parabol-
ic orbit?” Washington said. 
“Meaning, if you go around 
how do you link that to com-
ing back into the earth where 
you can slow down enough 
that the acceleration due to 
gravity will pull you in?”   

Washington proceeded 
to conduct extensive calcu-
lations to show the inner dy-
namics of figuring orbital ve-
locity and explain what areas 

of math factor into determin-
ing them.

“There’s physics when we 
look at these orbital mechan-
ics, there’s spherical coordi-
nates and a whole bunch of 
geometry and trigonometry,” 
Washington said.

To have this play out in 
“Hidden Figures,” Wash-
ington said the producers 
contracted Rudy Horne, 
professor of mathematics at 
Morehouse College, to create 
the mathematics depicted in 
the film. Horne had to devise 
all the math for the movie and 
the actors had to memorize it 
for their lines and also learn 
to draw out equations and 
graphs on a whiteboard. 

Returning to the life of 
Johnson, Washington ex-
plained the immense dif-
ficulties faced by a young 
African-American girl who 
aspired to get access to an ed-
ucation that would put her on 
track to make profound con-
tributions to NASA.

“(Johnson) was born 
in White Sulphur Springs, 
West Virginia, and her town 
only had schools for Af-
rican-Americans up until 
eighth grade,” Washington 
said. “So her father picked up 
the family … and they moved 
120 miles so their kids could 
go to high school.”

Johnson later began at-
tending West Virginia State 
University, a historically black 
university, at the age of 15 
where she was mentored by 
William Claytor, the third 
black person to ever earn a 
doctoral degree in mathemat-
ics, Washington said.  

“People would talk about 
(Claytor’s) thesis and all his 
good work … and then the 
conversation would always 
steer in another direction 

when they found out his race,” 
Washington said. “When he 
was on the job market he only 
got one offer, from West Vir-
ginia State College. So unfor-
tunately for him he only had 
one opportunity but it was 
fortunate for (Johnson) be-
cause he became her research 
mentor.”

Johnson quickly exhausted 
all the mathematics cours-
es the college had to offer, 
prompting Claytor to devel-
op new courses just for her, 
Washington said. 

Upon graduation, John-
son went into teaching until 
John Davis, then-president of 
West Virginia State Universi-
ty, asked her to integrate into 
graduate studies at the pre-
dominately white West Vir-
ginia University, Washington 
said. 

Johnson found most of the 
courses in the graduate pro-
gram easy due to her former 
training from Claytor, but 
eventually had to withdraw 
after she became pregnant 
and had to take care of her 
child. Nonetheless, Washing-
ton explained that the spark 
Claytor lit in Johnson during 
their time together in un-
dergrad led her to eventually 
become a research mathema-
tician at NASA. 

In 1960, Johnson produced 
a seminal paper about azi-
muth angles.

“Essentially the idea is you 
want to place the satellite over 
a certain position of the earth 
after it goes around a certain 
number of times, what you’re 
given is the starting position 
and you know the orbital tra-
jectory of the object,” Wash-
ington said. “With this paper, 
she actually talks about an 
iterative technique in solving 
… for the azimuth angle at 

burnout for placing a satellite 
over selective earth positions. 
Burnout essentially means 
you shut off the rockets … 
and acceleration due to gravi-
ty keeps pulling it around.”

Finding these angles was 
essential for bringing Glenn 
safely back to earth, and John-
son and her team eventually 
cracked the code. 

“By doing an iterative cal-
culation you can figure out 
when to start this burnout,” 
Washington said. “In her pa-
per (Johnson) has these val-
ues.”

In 2017, NASA honored 
Johnson by naming a research 
facility after her, and in 2015, 
she won the Presidential Med-
al of Freedom, given to her by 
President Barack Obama. 

“(Obama) said ‘if you 
think your job is hard, (John-
son’s) job meant that if you 
didn’t carry the one, some-
body would end up going out 
in space,’” Washington said. 

In November 2018, Con-
gress unanimously approved 
the Hidden Figures Congres-
sional Gold Medal Act hon-
oring Johnson, Vaughn, Jack-
son and Christine Darden for 
their work at NASA. 

Washington said Johnson’s 
ability to do good, depend-
able work, even in the midst 
of the Jim Crow era where 
many people would make the 
assumption that someone like 
her would not be knowable 
enough, inspires her.

Washington emphasized 
the relevance Johnson’s sto-
ry has for African-American 
STEM scholars, drawing on 
a few contemporary exam-
ples of how they can still face 
unfounded skepticism, disre-
spect and must deal with vast 
gaps in representation within 
such fields.

“When I hear these stories, 
they’re painful — why should 
you have to always be mar-
ginalized and discounted for 
your science?” Washington 
asked. “But it’s good to hear 
when people fight back. It’s 
one of the things that blows 
my mind … how much talent 
are we leaving by the wayside 
when we really have all these 
various obstacles both known 
and unknown?”

Washington then brought 
up Allegheny’s 2020 strate-
gic plan, which encourages 
diversity and expansion be-
yond individual borders to 
make a difference in commu-
nities and in the world along 
with William Jason, Alleghe-
ny’s first black alumnus who 
graduated from the college 
in 1888. Washington talked 
about Jason’s career as a pas-
tor and the longest serving 
president of Delaware State 
University, all while pursuing 
a lifelong commitment to ed-
ucation.  

“It’s great to see him and 
see the spirit of Alleghe-
ny emanate in what he did,” 
Washington said.

The lecture, which in-
volved a wide array of unusu-
al combinations, was well re-
ceived by the audience.

“The lecture was really in-
formative, it was great to learn 
important ideas of history, di-
versity and mathematics all 
coming together into one,” 
said Luke Fitzgerald, ’20. 

Johnson is still alive today. 
She turned 100 years old last 
August. Her story will be car-
ried on through the “Hidden 
Figures” film, book and the 
lectures of people like Wash-
ington. 
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By TAYLOR RENK
Opinion Editor
renkt@allegheny.edu

Competition: The act of 
competition; rivalry for 
supremacy, a prize, etc.; a 
contest for some prize, honor 
or advantage.

Growing up, I was con-
stantly involved in some sort 
of athletic sport. Whether 
it was soccer, softball, bas-
ketball or track, I thrived on 
competing. More specifically, 
I was driven by the emotions 
attached with triumph, which 
is why I continued my athletic 
journey at the collegiate level.

The moments when the 
final buzzer sounded and the 
crowd went wild are the hap-
piest memories I have from 
my childhood, and I will cher-
ish them forever. Those mem-
ories are so important to me 
because I know the amount 
of blood, sweat and tears that 

were put in to be able to per-
form at a level capable of vic-
tory. I would hoist the trophy 
with pride because I knew it 
was earned — not given.

The feeling of victory is 
addicting, so addicting that 
losing would hurt, bad. Win-
ning gave me confidence, but 
losing, I took to heart. Never 
once though did I let a loss 
defeat me. Instead, I would 
use that pain as fuel to work 
harder, so the next time I 
would triumph.

In today’s society, there is 
no longer winning and losing 
in children’s athletics. There 
are the winners who won the 
competition, and then the 
winners who participated in 
the competition. So in all re-
ality, there is no such thing as 
competition in children’s ath-
letics anymore because every-
body gets rewarded for their 
efforts. What’s up with that?

Participation awards are 

supposed to motivate young 
athletes to stay persistent and 
involved in athletics, which 
sounds appealing at face val-
ue, but I truly believe these 
awards are more detrimental 
to children than they are ben-
eficial.

Trophies distributed to ev-
eryone conveys the idea that 
everybody is a winner, which 
is a completely inaccurate 
message that could potential-
ly create an unrealistic idea of 
how life works. Children are 
basically getting trophies for 
just showing up to practices 
and games, regardless of their 
work ethic or the results of the 
competition.

Handing out rewards for 
subpar results shelters chil-
dren from the realities of the 
real world. 

Outside of the protective 
realm of childhood, the world 
can often be unfair, and there 
are very rarely rewards. Those 

who are deserving of praise 
sometimes do not get the rec-
ognition, and those who lack 
motivation and work ethic are 
swept under the rug. There 
are no winners and losers, 
there is a fight for survival.

Dispersing participation 
awards to the youth of our 
communities will leave them 
extremely unprepared for re-
ality. Everything you do as a 
child, whether it be the activi-
ties you are involved in or the 
people you associate yourself 
with, helps mold you into the 
person you are going to be. 

If your life is a castle, your 
childhood is the foundation 
that holds your structure 
firm. If you do not have a sol-
id foundation, your castle will 
fall down. Therefore, if you 
are used to getting handouts 
and recognition without work 
ethic or obvious success, the 
real world is going to smack 
you right in the face.

Now I do believe building 
up the confidence of the youth 
of our society is important, so 
they will more courageously 
face their problems without 
doubt in their abilities. There-
fore participation should be 
recognized, but never award-
ed. This way, children will be 
taught to work hard for the 
glitz and glamour of trophies 
and medals, but will also be 
humbled when they receive 
a pat on the back for their ef-
forts.

Even though there were no 
such things as participation 
awards when I was growing 
up playing sports and get-
ting involved with activities, I 
know that I would have been 
extremely insulted by a hand 
out award. As bad as losing 
felt, I am extremely grateful 
for those times where I did 
not come out on top, because 
it kept me hungry for success.

Today’s youth now and 

the youth of tomorrow are 
going to feel a sense of en-
titlement because they nev-
er had to earn the rewards 
they received, they showed 
up and participated. In col-
lege, lack of effort will be 
shown through your GPA, 
resulting in troubles finding 
a job post-graduation. In the 
workforce, going through the 
motions will either keep you 
stagnant in your position or 
terminated for lack of growth.

Losing is a part of life. It 
teaches you hard work and 
determination, and through 
that hard work you will be re-
warded. The sooner children 
learn that, the better off they 
will be. The youths need to 
learn how to win with grace, 
but also how to lose and 
bounce back even stronger. 
The handouts need to stop so 
that we, as a society, can stay 
hungry for success. 

Fears of automation are real, but inherently absurd

It seems more and more jobs 
are threatened by automation 
as time passes and technolo-
gy advances. We are already 
seeing robots working more 
precisely and consistently 
than humans in workplaces, 
and carbon-based lifeforms 
naturally feel economically 
jeopardized by machines that 
can do their job for free. 

Amazon, for instance, has 
100,000 robots working in 
its warehouses. The company 
still has 500,000 human work-
ers because the robots lack 
common sense and dexterity 
— but for how long? Amazon 
is also experimenting with 
checkout systems powered by 
artificial intelligence, illustrat-
ing cashiers may be unneeded 
in the future. Other forms of 
automation include customer 
service chatlines, data analy-
sis and spatial design.

What’s next? Will drones 
replace mail carriers? Will 
self-driving cars replace taxi 
drivers? 

Perhaps a more important 
question to ask is “so what?”

Every concern in regard 
to automation critiques the 
possible economic impacts it 

may have on modern society. 
More specifically, people fear 
unemployment rates will con-
tinue to rise, and the cost of 
labor will plummet. But this 
assumes that our economic 
paradigm is fixed and un-
changeable.

Outside of economic im-
plications, why on earth 
would it be a bad thing for 
more machines to contribute 
to our workforce? This would 
leave citizens in a position to 
explore life independently 
from jobs simple enough to 
be programmed into a ma-
chine. Furthermore, it would 
encourage people to ponder 
what makes them human. 

Perhaps there is a worker 
who worked 50-hour weeks 
in a factory and was replaced 
by a machine, and this worker 
has a brilliant mind that was 
not used to its fullest poten-
tial because so much time was 
spent working on mundane, 
tedious tasks. This worker 
now has all the time in the 
world to engage and expand 
their mind in ways a machine 
could never approach. Per-
haps the worker is actually 
a game-changing musician, 
or filmmaker, or author, or 
painter.

For the worker, this does 
not mean an easy transition, 

however. Maybe they were 
working 50-hour weeks to 
support a family — and this is 
where the fundamental fear of 
automation comes in. If robots 
take jobs from hard-working 
citizens, it is unfair to leave 
them high and dry with no 
financial support. This is the 
same argument some use in 
racially-charged critiques of 
immigration: “They’re taking 
our jobs!” Similarly, criticisms 
of green energy argue these 
sorts of advancements will 
hurt hardworking coal miners 
and oil riggers.

These points make sense 
unless we adjust our econom-
ic system accordingly. There is 
no rule that our society has to 
be driven by profits, produc-
tion and consumption, plac-
ing shareholder returns above 
the common well-being of 
human beings.

Our culture is so set on 
discouraging talent in the hu-
manities. “Why go to college 
to study dance or postmod-
ern feminism? You’ll never 
get a job,” they may say. Well, 
maybe there is actually a huge 
value in critical thinking and 
fine art. 

Humans, at least in the 
United States, tend to be hes-
itant to drastic change. But 
this does not mean that al-

ternatives to aggressive capi-
talism should be completely 
disregarded. Machines are 
tools, and it seems it would 
be just as easy to change our 
economy to match our ad-
vancing society as it would be 
to turn our backs on our spe-
cies’ identity as the tool-using 
animal.

Maybe we could imple-
ment a universal basic in-
come that would allow room 
for citizens to expand on their 
passions without feeling as 
much of the financial stress 
that comes with unemploy-
ment. A UBI could feed the 
urge of discovery and explo-
ration that machines could 
never feel. People would have 
so much more control of their 
lives — they could travel, pro-
duce art or even devote their 
life to spirituality. 

Perhaps they do nothing 
at all, and simply soak in the 
experience of being a human. 
Regardless, individuals would 
have a beautiful opportuni-
ty to follow their calling, and 
this could lead to a golden age 
of culture that is so desperate-
ly needed today.

Psychologists have theo-
rized that work is crucial to 
human identity, as it offers 
the chance for individuals to 
directly contribute to things 

bigger than themselves and 
do something truly mean-
ingful for the world or for 
society. This, they suspect, is 
what keeps people from sim-
ply drifting through life from 
adventure to adventure like a 
cartoon character — we thrive 
on consistency and meaning. 

But at the same time, a 
Gallup poll concludes that an 
astounding 87 percent of peo-
ple are not engaged at work 
these days. They are bored, 
careless, often unsatisfied and 
ultimately struggling to feel 
connected to what they do. It 
is clear that the vast majority 
of people want more out of 
life but are obedient to their 
day jobs out of necessity. 

If our society was to offer 
UBIs, we should also offer 
citizens free or equitable, fair 
healthcare. And with so much 
opportunity to pursue inter-
ests, laborious jobs that have 
not been outsourced to robots 
could offer worthwhile wages. 

Finally, almost every facet 
of our education system could 
be greatly improved. We al-
ready consider education to 
be crucial to our social fabric, 
but this is more of an ideolog-
ical thought than a practical 
one. With so much more free-
dom given to citizens, there 
would be a great opportuni-

ty to bolster K-12 schooling, 
and curriculums could en-
courage critical thinking and 
self-growth on a larger, more 
equitable scale. 

Of course there would 
need to be a thorough tran-
sition, as implementing this 
type of society involves rede-
fining what it means to be a 
good citizen. But I can’t shake 
the feeling that people are 
waiting for a reason to begin 
this transition. Automation 
is a perfect reason — but we 
tend to forget that we do not 
actually need any such excuse 
to change at all, just as we do 
not need to wait for our atmo-
sphere to implode before ad-
dressing climate change. 

It is the easiest thing in the 
world to not change our ways 
and attempt to make sense of 
the consequences, but if we 
open our eyes to the possibil-
ities of life and liberty, we will 
find that being a modern-day 
human can be so much more 
than jobs and politics. Life is 
an experience that machines 
will never feel in the same 
ways as us. But the only thing 
that differentiates us from 
them is our power to shape 
the world around us to match 
our desires. All that holds us 
back now is the fear of chang-
ing.

There is winning and losing; no in-between

By Jason Ferrante 
Staff  Writer
ferrantej@allegheny.edu

Spring break is only a few 
weeks away, just in time to 
get the perfect body for hit-
ting the beach and showing 
it off. 

To help, I have created a 
simple three step program for 
how to get the perfect spring 
break body. 

Step one, have a body. 
Check? Good. 
Step two, Go on spring 

break. 
Done? Perfect. 
Step three, mission com-

plete. 
You now have a perfect 

spring break body.
By no means am I saying 

this means we have the free-
dom to eat as many cookies as 
we want and not exercise. But 
unfortunately, what we be-
lieve the perfect body to be is 
rooted in dangerously decep-
tive traditions.

Let us start with one of 
the most commonly used 
measures of how we measure 
if someone has a “healthy” 
weight or not — the body 
mass index.

A Belgian mathematician 
Lambert Adolphe Jacques 
Quetelet came up with the 

BMI scale in the 19th centu-
ry. The troubling thing about 
this is that Quetelet wasn’t a 
medical doctor, he wasn’t a 
physician — he was a mathe-
matician. In fact, the original 
intent behind the index was 
not to determine if someone 
was overweight or not, but to 
give a quick way for doctors 
(200 years ago) to determine 
the level of obesity in a popu-
lation so that the government 
could appropriately allocate 
resources.

Anyone familiar with sta-
tistics would also be familiar 
with the phrase, “there are 
lies, damned lies and statis-
tics.” The BMI index is a com-
bination of all three.

The way BMI is calculat-
ed is by taking the weight of 
a person in kilograms, then 
dividing that by the height 
of a person, which has been 
squared. Why? There’s no real 
reason to square someone’s 
height in this instance. Un-
less of course, Quetelet was 
trying to rig his formula to fit 
existing data. Which is exactly 
what he was doing.

BMI can be useful in some 
contexts, like measuring a 
relative level of obesity in a 
general population, but rely-
ing on it alone cannot be used 

to determine if someone is 
healthy or not.

Let’s just say you are not 
happy with the amount of 
weight that seems to be hang-
ing around your midsection. 
Believe me, I’m with you on 
that one. So, the best thing to 
do in that case would be to go 
on a diet right? Maybe you’ve 
turned to the television and 
decided to go with the advice 
of someone who purports to 
be a health expert. Dr. Meh-
met Oz — better known by 
his stage name — Dr. Oz.

From peddling green cof-
fee extract, Umckaloabo Root 
Extract or garcinia cambogia, 
many may be led to believe 
that by eating the pills or po-
tions Dr. Oz pedals on his 
show can lead you to get the 
perfect spring break bod.

While those may promise 
fast weight loss and shrinking 
your problem areas, they are 
nothing more than the snake 
oil of the 21st Century. An ar-
ticle in the Los Angeles Times 
found that, when compared 
with actual science, you know, 
the kind that goes through 
testing and is peer-reviewed, 
that less than one-third of the 
claims made on the show are 
factual.

OK so maybe don’t get 

your information from the 
Dr. Oz show — but cutting 
out fat should be good, right? 
Eating fat must then turn into 
fat in our bodies must mean 
that it turns into fat in our 
bodies. Well, not really. Not 
to mention that eating lots of 
fat has to be bad for our hearts 
— probably one of the reasons 
heart attacks are so common. 
Right? Wrong.

According to an interview 
published on the University 
of Utah Health website, sug-
ar is the more likely culprit 
of heart problems. When we 
eat too much sugar, as most 
Americans do, our liver sim-
ply can’t process it. As a result, 
it is stored as fat.

What’s even worse is that, 
because we’ve bought into 
the low-fat diet fad, a lot of 
the mega-corporations have 
sucked the fat right out of our 
foods. But with the fat gone, 
we’re left with flavorless food. 
In order to add flavor back in, 
the corporations added some-
thing more addictive than co-
caine, and lots of it — sugar.

With the fad diets from 
TV shows and conventional 
wisdom gone, one can often 
be left feeling helpless.

Now believe me, looking 
at the photos either on In-

stagram or in magazines of 
ripped, chiseled (usually pho-
toshopped) people who seem 
to live at the gym can be ex-
tremely difficult — especially 
when it seems all you have to 
do is look at a hamburger and 
gain 20 pounds.

I won’t pretend that I hav-
en’t been that person.

I’ve struggled with my 
weight for most of my life. 
At the young age of only 14, 
I was obese. Chronically so. I 
was 190 pounds and was only 
5 feet 6 inches tall.

It wasn’t healthy. Every-
day I would wake up, and my 
joints would ache. I had trou-
ble going up stairs more than 
one flight. I hated the way I 
looked in the mirror. But what 
was most damaging about all 
of that was the mocking and 
teasing I experienced.

Every time we had to go 
swimming for gym class, I 
dreaded taking off my shirt 
because I didn’t want people 
to see the fat on my body.

I’m not alone in this. Most 
Americans, according to a 
survey from the Centers for 
Disease Control, are con-
scious about their weight. This 
has led us to bounce from diet 
to diet, from workout plan to 
workout plan, with no suc-

cess.
The question then be-

comes what to do about it.
When I was a little boy, 

my grandmother always told 
me that you never make a 
judgment on someone if it’s 
not something they can’t fix 
in five seconds. Bad haircut? 
Can’t be fixed in five seconds. 
Food on their face? Can be 
fixed in five seconds. Chron-
ic misinformation over years 
about what to eat leading to 
someone being overweight? 
For sure cannot be fixed in 
five seconds.

As a society, we have to 
stop passing judgments on 
people for things that at that 
moment, they can do nothing 
to make the problem instan-
taneously better. We ought to 
encourage them to take charge 
of their life and live it howev-
er they darn well please. There 
are enough problems in our 
own lives that deserve our at-
tention for us to be fixated on 
how much someone weighs.

So with the opportunity to 
hit the beach coming up soon, 
let’s all resolve that the perfect 
spring break body isn’t an ide-
al we should all be forced to 
conform to.

Spring break 101: How to get the perfect beach body

By SHANE OSTROM
Opinion Editor
ostroms@allegheny.edu
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By MATTHEW STEINBERG
Staff  Writer
steinbergm@allegheny.edu

The city of Sevilla is spattered 
with orange trees — plant-
ed along most sidewalks and 
found in all parks, they sym-
bolize the beauty, warmth and 
vibrancy of my temporary 
residence. They never fail to 
remind me of the high-spirits 
and contentment I am con-
stantly surrounded by. 

Happiness is fabricated 
into the lives of Sevillanos. 
Even though Spain, like all 
places in the world, has so-
cietal issues like high unem-
ployment and a fairly unsta-
ble political environment, it 
is remarkable how content the 
general population remains. If 
my experience could be sum-
marized in one word, I would 
choose “refreshing.” 

Until last week, my morn-
ing commute began at 8:25 
a.m. The streets are generally 
quiet at this time of day, yet 
I always spot a few early ris-
ers out with family or friends 
for café con leche or to walk 
their dogs. Once I make my 
way out of Los Remedios, 
the neighborhood I stay in 
Southwest Sevilla, I cross Pu-
ente de San Telmo (San Telmo 
Bridge) and stroll through the 
neighborhood Santa Cruz. 

As I head through Santa 
Cruz to class, I walk alongside 
the Catedral de Sevilla, one 
of Spain’s most famous cathe-
drals, and admire the 443 feet 
of Gothic style architecture. It 
is difficult to find monuments 
in the United States — espe-
cially in rural America — 
with the same intricacy.

I would arrive at Centro 
Norteamericano and begin 
my classes at 9 a.m. and con-
tinue until 1:45 p.m. Other 
than a short break between 

10:30 a.m. and 11 a.m., our 
4 hours and 45 minutes are 
filled with Spanish grammar. 
Our professors were certainly 
correct to label it the “inten-
sive period” of our program. 

Spanish is and has always 
been my favorite subject in 
school, but there is something 
refreshing about genuinely 
immersing myself in a foreign 
language. I love language and 
being able to converse with 
others, and right now I am 
learning a new way to do so. 

After classes, I head back to 
Los Remedios for lunch, the 
largest meal of the day. On my 
way back,, the streets are buzz-
ing with tourists who gawk at 
the cathedral and shop along 
Avenida de la Constitución. 
This is one part of my day that 
gets a bit overwhelming, like it 

would in any large city. 
But any headache I might 

have from my walk home 
quickly disappears once lunch 
begins. My host mom, Ma-
ria Josefa Serrano Borden, is 
serious about her cooking. 
Microwave pizzas and ra-
men noodles are never on the 
menu; she is constantly sur-
prising my roommate and me 
with fresh produce and meats 
from the local market. 

Astonishingly, having 
wonderful food served to me 
on a daily basis is not even 
the most relaxing part of my 
everyday life in Sevilla. Yes, I 
have been spoiled by Spain’s 
famous siesta. 

Unlike my roommate, 
Elon, who loves to sleep like 
any college student, I enjoy 
the break from 2 p.m. to 5 

p.m. for other reasons. This 
time of day allows me to get 
lost in my own thoughts in my 
room, under an orange tree in 
one of Sevilla’s beautiful parks 
or anywhere I choose. It is a 
time for me to take a mental 
break. 

Following the siesta, my 
friends and I explore the town 
and practice our Spanish. We 
have become regulars at cafe’s 
like 5 De Tapas, where the 
middle-aged owner, Antonio, 
serves us café con leche, sand-
wiches and helps improve our 
Spanish. Having community 
members, like Antonio, who 
I feel comfortable around has 
been the main source of my 
Spanish improvement. He 
and many others are under-
standing and never afraid to 
nudge me in a different direc-
tion if I say something wrong. 

I am living in Sevilla, but 
it is not my home, and that is 
not a bad thing. I am at least 
somewhat uncomfortable 
every day, but that is how I 
know I am learning about this 
new culture and myself. Every 
day I am misunderstood by 
multiple people and exploring 
new territory, but I know I am 
growing because of it. 

Now, my intensive peri-
od is over, and more chang-
es are to come. On Monday, 
I started new classes for the 
continuation period, and the 
schedule is a bit more spread 
out. I no longer have classes 
on Fridays which means I can 
take more adventures around 
Spain and Europe in general. 

Just like the oranges I pass 
every day, Sevilla is beautiful, 
pleasant and breathtaking. 
As I begin the continuation 
period of my program, I am 
excited to learn more about 
the language, customs, peo-
ple and spaces this wonderful 
place has to offer. 

A day in the life of a Gator studying in Sevilla
From Meadville to Spain, Sevilla offers a ‘refreshing environment’ for student

MATTHEW STEINBERG/THE CAMPUS
Above: La Cathedral de Sevilla photographed from La Giralda on Feb. 20, 2019.
Below: Orange trees in the gardens of Real Alcázar on Feb. 13, 2019.

Allegheny College Spanish house hosts salsa dancing event
Students join hands to learn the basics

By BREANNA BOWDEN
Science/International Editor
bowdenb2@allegheny.edu

Students were stepping, dip-
ping and turning throughout 
the David V. Wise Center. 

On Feb. 16, the Spanish 
house hosted a salsa dancing 
event in the David V. Wise 
Center dance studio. Instruc-
tor Gabrielle Ramos, ’20, 
taught a room full of Allegh-
eny students and communi-
ty members the basics of the 
dance and difficult techniques.

Salsa revolves around the 
ideas of Cuban folk dancing, 
and is a mixture of old danc-
es and songs which originate 
from different parts of Cuba. 
There are multiple forms of 
salsa dancing, each having 
developed in different parts 
of the world. Countries have 
different interpretations on 
classic rhythms, and add their 
own special moves to it. In 
the United States, the style of 
dance changes largely based 
on the coast because of con-
centrations of immigrant 
populations.

Within this course, vari-
ous moves taught were how to 
step, dip and even turn. The 
participants were able to work 
with friends or meet someone 
new while there, which meant 
some were able to make new 
friends and have a bonding 
experience with the ones they 
brought by being partners 
when practicing these said 
moves.

Students also learned a se-
ries of stretches they can do 
in their dorm rooms, since 

stretching is key to not get-
ting injured while dancing. 
Stretching is used to prepare 
one to move freely and reduce 
fear of injury. 

The members of the Span-
ish house were enthusiastic 
for the event. Each month, 
the Spanish house holds a 
different event spearheaded 
by a different house member. 
These events are typically 
open to the entire campus. 
While a majority of those in 
attendance are Spanish ma-
jors and minors, the house 
members are hopeful that 
they can inspire more stu-
dents to participate. 

The Spanish house keeps 
the events informal in order 
to make them accessible to all. 

Ian Manning, ’22  dis-
cussed how insightful a 
course like this was and hopes 
to attend more within the 
near future.

“It seems like a really fun 
opportunity to learn about 
a different type of dancing 
than what is deemed as usu-
al,” Manning said. “I think I 
learned quite a bit too.” 

The Spanish house event 
was both informative and en-
tertaining for attendees. 

“I think it’s fun to dance 
with other people, and the 
drop we learned was crazy,” 
said Yadira Sanchez, ’21.

During this event people 
received the chance to learn 
up to three special moves, 
including a drop which was 
seen as quite difficult.

 “I was dancing salsa some 
years ago, but I had complete-
ly forgot how to, so I was able 

to learn again,” said Celia 
Ibanez. Ibanez is the teach-
ing assistant for the Spanish 
house. 

The course was not geared 
towards a certain level of 
dancers. Both new and ad-
vanced salsa dancers were 
welcome. 

A handful of the Spanish 
house members already knew 
the dance prior to the course 
but still attended to offer pos-
itive feedback to participants. 

This event like other dance 
courses are hosted on week-
ends so that it is accessible for 
all students. The group hopes 
the number of participants 
and their enjoyment contin-
ues to increase as it always 
has. 

BREANNA BOWDEN/THE CAMPUS
Above: Pairs of students join hands as members of the Spanish house teach the basics 
of salsa dancing Saturday, Feb. 16, 2019, in the David V. Wise Center dance studio. 
Below: Gabrielle Ramos, ’20, leads students in learning the salsa. 
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LeSane discusses admissions work, favorite part of the job
By LAUREN TRIMBER
Features Editor
trimberl@allegheny.edu

Sitting at a table with a pho-
tograph of Allegheny College 
students smiling for the col-
lege’s bicentennial celebra-
tions contained beneath the 
table’s protective glass, Vice 
President for Enrollment and 
Dean of Admissions Cornell 
LeSane talked about his role 
on Allegheny’s campus.

LeSane was officially an-
nounced as Allegheny’s dean 
of admissions in the summer 
of 2014. Prior to working at 
Allegheny, LeSane was em-
ployed at Carnegie Mellon 
University in Pittsburgh, 
where he met two senior staff 
members who were Alleghe-
ny alumni.

“There were times when 
I worked (at Carnegie Mel-
lon University), we had more 
people on our staff in admis-
sions from Allegheny than 
from Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity,” LeSane said. “Proud 
moments there.”

Working at Carnegie Mel-
lon made him realize how 
well-connected and well-es-
tablished Allegheny alumni 
are, LeSane said — and when 
a search firm reached out to 
him for a job at Allegheny, Le-
Sane was already aware of the 
college.

“In some ways, I’ve known 
Allegheny for a long time, 
and I’ve always had the ut-
most respect for the folks I’ve 

worked with,” LeSane said. 
“Talk about strong work eth-
ic, bright, knowledgeable in a 
range of subjects.”

Working with enrollment, 
admissions and recruitment, 
LeSane said his childhood 
with two parents in the army 
helped prepare him for reach-
ing out to different students.

Growing up, LeSane 
moved between states — and 
even, briefly, between coun-
tries when he lived in Ger-
many — and attended several 
high schools. Since Alleghe-
ny’s admissions and financial 
aid teams are charged with 
recruiting well-rounded and 
academically strong students, 
LeSane said his background 
has helped him work with 
students and parents.

“It works out well that I 
get to now work with both 
parents and students to help 
them navigate the college 
search process,” LeSane said. 
“I feel like every year, the pro-
cess becomes a little more dif-
ficult.”

LeSane said he has seen the 
process become more chal-
lenging, in part, because of 
the rise in unrealistic expecta-
tions for students. In response 
to these higher standards, Le-
Sane looks at more than just 
students’ academic history, a 
decision reflected in his pro-
posal for Allegheny to move 
toward a test-optional policy. 

The policy, meant to com-
municate to students that Al-
legheny cares for overall char-

acter rather than test results, 
was implemented in 2016, 
according to LeSane.

Executive Vice President 
Eileen Petula said she sees the 
desire to connect with stu-
dents on a basis beyond ac-
ademics reflected in the way 
LeSane recruits.

“To him, it’s not just about 
recruiting a class,” Petula said. 
“He really wants to connect 
Allegheny College and all we 
have to offer with the students 
who are going to be able to 
thrive here. He sees all the 
interconnections, how every-
thing is woven together.”

Provost and Dean of the 
College Ron Cole echoed 
Petula’s thoughts on how Le-
Sane introduces students to 
Allegheny.

“The way in which Cornell 
envisions bringing students 
to Allegheny is a holistic pro-
cess,” Cole said. “Yes, we want 
students who can succeed 
at Allegheny, not only with 
strong academics, but with 
more than that. That’s not the 

only criteria. I really value 
that in the way he works in 
bringing students to Allegh-
eny.”

In regard to students, Petu-
la said, LeSane does not have a 
narrow point of view. LeSane’s 
broad perspective is applica-
ble to the way he approaches 
and perceives Allegheny as an 
institution.

“I would argue for insti-
tutions, part of our goal is to 
prepare students for the glob-
al market we’re not living in,” 
LeSane said. “To do that, we 
have to enroll a class that rep-
resents that global market.”

To help create a more glob-
al environment on Alleghe-
ny’s campus, LeSane helped 
write a proposal for an inter-
national recruiter position. 
Since the creation of the in-
ternational recruiter position, 
the number of international 
students has almost tripled, 
according to LeSane. 

By broadening the range 
of Allegheny students, LeSane 
said he sees a mutual benefit, 
as international and domestic 
students can learn from each 
other, while the Meadville 
community benefits from the 
more diverse group.

“We truly have a great 
team,” LeSane said. “They care 
about this place. They recog-
nize the important roles they 
have in being ambassadors 
for the college and represent-
ing this place in the right way. 
They do a marvelous job.”

To Petula, LeSane’s job as 
an ambassador to the college 
is one of the more important 
aspects of his position.

“Cornell and his team are 
on the front lines in terms 
of being ambassadors to Al-
legheny College,” Petula said. 
“They’re ambassadors, first 
and foremost. In the most 
neighborly kind of way, they 
are ambassadors. They are 
people’s first touch with Al-
legheny, and it’s so important.”

Working with and around 
LeSane has helped Cole in his 
own work, Cole said. 

“He’s an amazing partner, 
and I’ve learned a great deal 
in working with him,” Cole 
said. “He helps me in my day-
to-day work. I learn a lot from 
him.”

Over the past year, LeSane 
said he and his team have vis-
ited 800 high schools domesti-
cally, and, despite the traveling, 
LeSane’s favorite part of his job 
is working with prospective 

students and their families.
“We’ve got some pretty 

amazing students on cam-
pus, and being able to have 
conversations with them not 
only as they go through the 
process, but as they stop in, 
or as parents reach out, to talk 
about the positive experience 
they’re having, it goes a long 
way,” LeSane said.

Although working with 
prospective students and their 
families is LeSane’s favorite 
part of his job, he said one of 
the biggest challenges he has 
faced in recruiting has been 
how humble Allegheny is.

“We continue to be way too 
humble about our success,” 
LeSane said. “Whether it’s 
having alumni who are pres-
idents of banks, congressmen, 
senators, governors, whatev-
er it may be, we continue to 
be too humble. It’s great that 
we know internally there are 
some amazing things going 
on here.”

LeSane said he makes sure 
to tell families he is not only 
proud of Allegheny’s history, 
but excited for the college’s 
future — a future he wants to 
make accessible to as many 
students as possible.

“I’ve enjoyed admitting 
not only the diamonds, but 
the diamonds in the rough,” 
LeSane said. “This has meant 
a lot to me. I enjoy saying ‘yes’ 
more than ‘no,’ and when you 
think of the admission values 
of Allegheny, it’s about access 
as well.”

He’s an amazing 
partner, and I’ve 
learned a great deal in 
working with him. He 
helps me in my day-
to-day work. I learn a 
lot from him.”

—RON COLE 
Provost and dean of the college 

Allegheny College

LeSane

By LAUREN TRIMBER
Features Editor
trimberl@allegheny.edu

How do friendships define us?
“How to Train Your Dragon: The Hidden 

World,” Dean DeBlois’ third and final film 
in the series, searches for the answers to that 
question in a heartbreaking and nostalgic con-
clusion reminiscent of Pixar’s “Toy Story 3.”

The film begins with Hiccup, voiced by 
Jay Baruchel, leading his friends on a raid on 
a dragon trapper ship. Immediately, the au-
dience sees the personalities and strengths of 
each supporting character, with Hiccup’s long-
time girlfriend Astrid, voiced by America Fer-
rera, showcasing her strength and battle tactics 
and Hiccup using his ingenious inventions.

As Hiccup’s inventions grow loftier and 
more creative in each series installment, “The 
Hidden World” gives the village chief a suit of 
dragon scales that makes him fireproof.

Once Hiccup’s team successfully rescues the 
dragons and returns to Berk, the village over 
which Hiccup rules, the villain is introduced. 
Voiced by F. Murray Abraham, Grimmel the 
Grisly quickly sets himself apart from the se-
ries’ other villains. While the antagonists of the 
first two films are bulky, slow-moving charac-
ters whose considerable brawn is their greatest 
asset, Grimmel is lean, intelligent and more 
ruthless than his predecessors. 

Prior to the series’ beginning, Grimmel 
murdered all other Nightfuries, leaving Tooth-
less as the last surviving member of his spe-
cies, and he’s determined to see dragons go 
extinct. Releasing a captured Lightfury as bait 
for Toothless to follow, Grimmel stalks Hiccup 
and his people, first setting Berk on fire then 
following the villagers as they travel across the 
ocean to escape Grimmel’s wrath.

In a desperate attempt to protect both his 
people and dragons, Hiccup leads the villagers 
in a search for the Hidden World, a fabled land 
where dragons live safely. Meanwhile, Tooth-
less meets and falls in love with the Lightfu-
ry, prompting Hiccup to build a machine that 
allows Toothless to fly on his own, without a 
rider helping him steer with his broken tail. 

The theme of friendship and growing up 
shines in these moments — although it clearly 
breaks his heart to set Toothless free, Hiccup 
understands he cannot keep his best friend 
away from the Lightfury forever. With Astrid’s 
constant support, Hiccup watches Toothless fly 
on his own and prepares for a long day without 

his friend by his side.
While Toothless and the Lightfury fly to-

gether, the Lightfury shows Toothless the Hid-
den World — a veritable paradise filled with 
dragons of every imaginable species, vibrantly 
colored plants and glowing crystalline struc-
tures. Although Toothless finds a place truly 
meant for him, Hiccup realizes he needs his 
friend more than ever, as he and his team de-
cide to attack Grimmel in a preemptive strike 
that only results in the heroes and their drag-
ons nearly getting killed. 

Ruffnut, one of Hiccup’s friends, is acciden-
tally left behind when Hiccup and his team 
escape, though she is quickly released and fol-
lowed by Grimmel and his henchmen.

Desperate to protect his people and unable 
to accept that Toothless may be gone forever, 
Hiccup searches for the Hidden World with 
Astrid, but, upon finding it, realizes the drag-
ons who live there are hostile toward humans. 
Toothless and the Lightfury help Hiccup and 
Astrid escape, though Toothless is visibly fu-
rious that he had to leave his newfound sanc-
tuary to protect Hiccup, but before the friends 
can find a way to repair their relationship, 
Grimmel appears suddenly to capture Tooth-
less and the Lightfury.

The villain uses Toothless’ powers as an al-
pha dragon to convince the rest of the dragons 
to follow them, leaving Hiccup and his people 
powerless.

Relying again on the support of Astrid, Hic-
cup devises a plan to use one of his inventions, 
similar to a modern-day hang glider, to chase 
down Grimmel’s ship and rescue the dragons. 
Upon releasing Toothless and once again fly-
ing with his friend, Hiccup leads Grimmel 
away from the fight and higher into the sky, 
where Toothless can fully utilize his strength 
as a Nightfury. 

With Grimmel following Hiccup and 
Toothless on the Lightfury, whom he brain-
washed using dragon venom, the chase ends 
abruptly when Grimmel knocks Toothless un-
conscious with a tranquilizer dart. Sacrificing 
his own safety to free the Lightfury from the 
mind-numbing venom, Hiccup knocks Grim-
mel from her back, and the two tear at each 
other as they plunge toward open water.

In a moment both breathless and poignant, 
Hiccup begs the Lightfury to save Toothless 
before he accepts his own impending death 
— it proves to be a scene nearly too harrow-
ing and nuanced for a children’s movie as it 
shows the strength of the relationship between 

Hiccup and 
Toothless.

Acting quick-
ly, the Lightfu-
ry rescues both 
Toothless and Hic-
cup, while Grimmel 
falls to his death. The 
triumphant moment 
quickly turns bittersweet, 
as Hiccup finally understands 
that he must accept not only the de-
parture of Toothless, but all of the villagers’ 
dragons, so each one can live safely and hap-
pily in the Hidden World. The two friends ex-
change a heartfelt goodbye, sharing a look only 
each other could understand, before Toothless 
leads the horde of dragons toward their new 
home.

With the villagers returning to their old, 
nearly forgotten lives without dragons, Hic-
cup and Astrid celebrate the completion of 
their new village with a public wedding. While 
everyone celebrates Hiccup and Astrid’s mar-
riage, the film jumps several years into the fu-
ture, and Hiccup and Astrid discuss dragons 
with their young children as they drift across 
the ocean on a small ship. 

As Hiccup’s tale about dragons ends, he 
peers into the fog to find exactly what he had 
been looking for — Toothless, thrilled to final-
ly see his old friend again, with a family of his 
own.

The film ends with Hiccup and Astrid tak-
ing their children for their first dragon ride, 
before Hiccup and Toothless, reunited once 
more, fly together to some unknown spot in 
the sky. 

While DreamWorks animation can often 
feel more cartoonish than nuanced, the “How 
to Train Your Dragon” series has proven to be 
the exception — and “The Hidden World” has 
only improved upon the beauty of the preced-
ing films. 

Without dialogue or human characters, the 
moments when Toothless meets and tries to 
impress the Lightfury are essentially useless to 
the plot, but they are some of the most touch-
ing and stunning scenes in the film because 
of the animation. Toothless’ charming expres-
sions and incredible loneliness give the loveable 
dragon more personality than ever before, and 
when, for the first time in the entire series, he fi-
nally flies without Hiccup on his back, the audi-
ence is treated to a spectacular view of the world 
from the perspective of two lovestruck dragons.

Though 
the end of the film built 

neatly toward a climax and 
provided an epilogue that was both 

sweet and wistful, the first half suffered 
from uneven pacing. While significant time 

was dedicated to Berk, Grimmel’s initial attack 
on the village and Hiccup’s subsequent deci-
sion to force everyone to leave their home felt 
far too much like a rushed excuse to kickstart 
the film’s true plot: the end of Toothless and 
Hiccup’s relationship.

Similarly, a few of the film’s beats too close-
ly mirrored the plots of the previous two films. 
In all three films, Hiccup and Toothless have a 
strong relationship that is threatened by an an-
tagonistic character, they fight and Toothless is 
taken from Hiccup before he devises a plan to 
rescue his friend.

However, the repetitive quality worked 
both well and poorly in “The Hidden World.” 
The plot points themselves made the film a bit 
too predictable, especially when the relation-
ship between Hiccup and Toothless was going 
well. Yet, scenes that mimicked moments from 
the first film contributed to the underlying 
nostalgic tone to the series finale. 

The moment Hiccup’s children first met 
Toothless most effectively used repetition 
from the first film. Both Hiccup in “How to 
Train Your Dragon” and his children in “The 
Hidden World” stand in an identical stance 
with the same posture and bowed head before 
they touch Toothless for the first time. Watch-
ing a new generation of Vikings first introduce 
themselves to a dragon shows how much Hic-
cup, and the rest of Berk, has grown. In both 
films, it’s a powerful image, and a wonderful 
way to bookend the series.

Ultimately, the “How to Train Your Drag-
on” franchise is about friendship. For Hic-
cup, friendship is a team of people who sup-
port and love him, even when he believes he 
doesn’t deserve it. For Toothless, friendship is 
knowing when it’s time to let someone go. And 
for a generation who grew up watching “How 
to Train Your Dragon,” friendship is the un-
breakable bond between a boy and his dragon. 

How to leave your dragon:
A heartbreaking series finale
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Bad Bad Hats

Photos by SHANE OSTROM/THE CAMPUS
Left: Aubrey Collins, ’ 19, opens for Bad Bad Hats on Friday, Feb. 22, 2019, in Grounds for Change.
Right: Bad Bad Hats performs for a GFC audience on Friday, Feb. 22, 2019.

This was our first time in Meadville. We had a really 
nice day. In our brief experience here, it seems like a 
really nice community of people, really positive. People 
were excited about the music, and that was really nice.”

—KERRY ALEXANDER
Lead vocals

Bad Bad Hats

Established in Minneapolis, Bad Bad Hats is an indie rock band with members Kerry Alexander, Chris Hoge and Connor Davison. The 
band’s name came from the “Madeline” children’s books, and, according to its website, sees itself as a combination of sweet and sour.

Bad Bad Hats formed in 2012 and was signed by a record label in the same year. Since being signed, the band has released two full-
length albums. After the release of their first full-length album, Bad Bad Hats toured the United States and has worked with multiple 
artists. “Lightning Round,” the band’s second full-length album, “finds Bad Bad Hats more confident and mature than ever,” according 
to the band’s website.

Allegheny College’s Relay for Life hosted Bad Bad Hats from 8 to 10 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 22, in Grounds for Change. Prior to the 
show, Bad Bad Hats went hiking around Meadville, band vocalist Kerry Alexander said. The band enjoyed playing for Allegheny’s 
community, Alexander added. Aubrey Collins, ’19, opened for Bad Bad Hats before the headliner played for the GFC audience. 

From  a  comp  cube

By ELLIS GIACOMELLI
Features Editor
giacomellie@allegheny.edu

It went from “shaky, to unsta-
ble, to almost impossible,” for 
John Blanchard, a 16-year-old 
who came out to his parents 
as transgender when he was a 
first-year high school student.

Among several other 
transkids narratives, John’s 
story was told in a PBS 
“Frontline” episode, “Grow-
ing Up Trans,” which original-
ly aired June 30, 2015. Born 
female-bodied Giana, to Lisa 
and Burt Blanchard, John re-
called some of his experiences 
being bullied, being shut out 
by his father and feeling like 
his own body did not want 
him.

John’s story is reflective 
of thousands of transgender 
children in the United States, 
children who are inspiring 
new waves of research in 
medical and social communi-
ties across the country. 

And John’s story has only 
begun.

“They’re a very vulnerable 
demographic and there’s not 
a lot of research on the ways 
trans children are affected 
health-wise,” said Hope Al-
bert, ’19. “There’s only been so 
much information in the past 
decade, so using the YouTube 
narratives, you’re able to learn 
through their lived experienc-
es.”

Albert, of Pittsburgh, is 
a global health studies ma-
jor who knew she wanted to 
research transgender health 
trends for her senior com-
prehensive project while or-
ganizing her ideas during her 
junior seminar last year. 

Developing her ideas fur-
ther this year, Albert said she 
has now entered the analysis 
stage of her comp, which has 
since evolved from her ju-
nior seminar work to focus 
on transgender youth more 
specifically and transgender 
youth communities online. 

The project, Albert ex-
plained, examines the narra-
tives of transgender youth, 
most falling within the ages of 
13 and 17, as told by them in 
videos posted to YouTube.   

“I’ve never been big into 
vlogging or YouTube, and I 
didn’t know how much it cre-
ates a community and how 
much people really rely on it,” 
Albert said. “You always hear 
about the negative stigmas 
around the internet and social 
media, but you don’t really 
think about how much you 
can create a support system 
and get information from it.”

Though Albert initially 
intended to focus on chronic 
disease trends among trans-
gender youth, she said she has 
included analysis of notice-
able topical trends on You-
Tube.

“Having a stigmatized 
identity like that really puts a 
toll on your physical health, 
mental health (and) social 
health,” Albert said. “(You-
Tube channels) are a big in-
formation hub for other kids. 
They talk about the medicines 
they’re on, the social aspects, 
a lot of them talk about going 
to school and not knowing 
which bathroom to use.”

Albert recalled watching 
“Growing Up Trans,” after it 
was recommended to her by 
Vesta Silva, associate profes-
sor of communication arts/
theatre and global health 
studies, and said the You-
Tube analysis component of 
her comp became especially 
important because of the way 
“Growing Up Trans” is con-
structed. 

Written, produced and di-
rected by cisgender filmmak-
ers, Albert said, “Growing Up 
Trans,” and similar documen-
taries do not allow transgen-
der people full control of their 
own stories.  

“I wanted to look at kids 
telling their narrative from 
their perspective and not 
from someone else’s perspec-
tive,” Albert said.  

Silva, who serves as Al-
bert’s first reader on her comp 
committee, provides a space 
for discussion in Commu-
nication Arts 251, gender in 
public communication, about 
how transgender identities 
are culturally constructed in 
the United States. 

Research about transgen-
der identities and issues is 

not new, Silva said, but the 
ways in which hormones are 
now discussed among and 
made available to transgender 
youth have not yet been fully 
understood by pediatric pro-
fessionals or family members 
of transgender kids.

Relative to transgender 
adult issues, transgender 
youth issues “are more con-
troversial” because of the role 
parents or guardians have to 
play in the decision-making 
process for minors and be-
cause of the debates over the 
appropriate “interventions for 
children who express diver-
gent gender identities,” Silva 
said.

“Some of the research sug-
gests that not all children who 
have divergent gender iden-
tities end up becoming trans 
adults,” Silva said. “So there’s 
a lot of controversy about 
medical interventions, (and) 
one of the big controversies 
is: Would puberty blockers be 
available to these families?”

Puberty blockers, also 
known as hormone suppres-
sors, are often one step in a 
lengthy process of transition-
ing from one body identity to 
another which slow the phys-
ical manifestations of puberty. 
These medications, though, 
can cost more than $1,000 
per month, total thousands of 
dollars each year and be sub-

ject to transgender exclusions 
on insurance plans. 

Financial cost alone can be 
prohibitive for families with 
transgender children, and 
access to pediatric specialists 
can compound those costs, 
according to Silva. 

Few pediatricians in the 
United States feel comfortable 
treating transgender youth, so 
those who do feel comfort-
able are typically found in ur-
ban centers, to which families 
must travel to receive care.   

“You add in any other kind 
of factor — individuals who 
aren’t white, individuals of 
lower socioeconomic status, 
individuals without secure 
home lives — and the risks of 
violence typically go up, the 
availability of medical treat-
ment typically becomes more 
difficult,” Silva said. 

When puberty blockers 
are available and attainable 
for families of transgender 
youth, the process can still be 
unsettling and fraught with 
interfamily struggle. 

“Some individuals suggest 
that (puberty blockers) could 
create a much smoother life 
for them because they never 
have to develop the second-
ary sex characteristics of the 
gender they don’t identify as, 
but there’s definitely concern,” 
Silva said, pointing to a lack of 
new research as a main con-

cern about the long-term im-
pacts of pausing puberty.

The Center for Gender, 
Sexuality and HIV Preven-
tion at the Lurie Children’s 
Hospital in Chicago is one of 
the leading American insti-
tutes for transgender health-
care, and teams of specialists 
were featured in “Growing 
Up Trans,” discussing options 
with families and transgender 
kids at different stages in their 
transitions. 

While puberty blockers, 
like the drug Lupron, inhibit 
typical adolescent develop-
ment, some treatments, like 
surgical procedures and hor-
monal replacement therapy, 
or HRT, are more permanent. 

Robert Garofalo, the divi-
sion head for adolescent and 
young adult medicine at Lurie 
Children’s Hospital of Chica-
go, met with transgender kids 
and their families on camera 
for “Growing Up Trans.”

“We’re asking families to 
take some leaps of faith based 
upon the child that they have 
in front of them and really 
what we don’t know with re-
gard to some of the long-term 
consequences of these medi-
cations,” Garofalo said about 
halfway through the one hour 
and 24 minute “Frontline” 
episode. “We know very little 
about things that are really 
important to families like fer-
tility, like cancer potential or 
oncologic potential of these 
agents, cardiac risk … things 
that families want to know 
when they’re making deci-
sions about their children.”

With several medical risks 
not fully understood, trans-
gender youth often face an 
additional obstacle to becom-
ing their true selves: parents, 
who are required to sign con-
sent forms for children and 
youth interested in HRT in 
most states.

For Laurie Singh, the 
mother of Alex Singh, the 
decision to consent to HRT 
was rooted in concern for 
Alex’s mental health, which 
she feared would be at greater 
risk had he not been given the 
chance to fully be himself. 

“It is very, very hard to 
make the decision to allow 

your child to take a medica-
tion that has unknown side 
effects, but it becomes a lot 
easier when you come to the 
conclusion that the benefits 
outweigh the risks,” Laurie 
Singh told “Frontline.” “And 
when you see your child suf-
fer and struggle the way we 
have seen Alex struggle, we 
don’t have a choice.”

Alex, like so many oth-
er transgender youth, have 
turned to online platforms, 
including Tumblr, Instagram 
and YouTube, to learn more 
about other transgender kids 
and transgender transitions.

These online communities 
have been at the center of Al-
bert’s research, and YouTube 
vlogging communities for 
transgender youth and trans-
gender issues have generated 
new insights into how trans-
gender youth identities form. 

Similar to patterns in 
“Growing Up Trans,” Al-
bert said she has found most 
transgender youth YouTube 
personalities to be unrepre-
sentative of transgender mi-
norities. 

“Potentially, it could be 
semi-harmful because (You-
Tubers are) coming up with 
the standard identity for trans 
kids,” Albert said. “Most of 
the kids that I’m seeing have 
family support, they’re usual-
ly from upper or middle class 
families, most of them are 
white, so it sets this standard 
of identity which maybe not 
all trans kids can relate to.” 

Positive outcomes from 
widely viewed YouTube vid-
eos, however, should not be 
ignored, Albert said.

For kids like John, who be-
gin to find it “almost impos-
sible” to hang on, “almost im-
possible” to hear peers shout 
at him with hate and misun-
derstanding, online commu-
nities may serve as a haven. 
YouTubers may serve as role 
models, as virtual community 
organizers. 

“There’s going to be a lot of 
positives — they’re building 
a community,” Albert said. 
“They use this community to 
talk about their issues, which 
is really helpful because it 
shows that you’re not alone.” 

Albert explores narratives of transgender youth in senior project

Having a stigmatized identity like 
that really puts a toll on your physical 
health, mental health (and) social 
health. (YouTube channels) are a big 
information hub for other kids. They 
talk about the medicines they’re on, the 
social aspects, a lot of them talk about 
going to school and not knowing which 
bathroom to use.”

—HOPE ALBERT 
Class of 2019, 

Allegheny College
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The Allegheny College Swim-
ming and Diving Team’s 
2018-19 season recently came 
to a close. With that came a 
trip to the NCAC Champi-
onships, where the women’s 
team placed fifth and the 
men’s placed seventh. The 
team left campus Wednesday, 
Feb. 13, to travel to Denison 
University to compete in the 
five-day championships.

Max Niggel, head men’s 
and women’s swimming and 
diving coach, said he was 
pleased with how the team 
performed.

“This year marks one of our 
most successful years as far as 
conference standing for the 
women’s team,” Niggel said. “It 
was the most points they have 
scored for about a decade. We 
maintained our conference 
standing, but we shaved about 
100 points off (from the gap 
between Allegheny and the 
next best college).”

The men’s swimming and 
diving team placed seventh 
out of 10 schools with 720 
points overall. The women’s 
swimming and diving team 
earned 1005.5 points and 
placed fifth out of 10 schools.

While the Gators did not 
place higher than they usually 
do at the event, the gap be-
tween Allegheny and the next 
best school became much 
smaller, according to Niggel.

“The NCAC is one of the 
top conferences because of 
Kenyon and Denison being 
there,” Niggel said. Kenyon 
and Denison frequently per-
form at the top of the con-
ference, so it is difficult for 
schools like Allegheny to 

place highly at the champion-
ship, according to Niggel.

Jack Van Meter, ’22, joined 
the team this year and echoed 
Niggel’s claim about perfor-
mance.

“(The) end of season meet 
went really well,” Van Meter 
said. “Everyone had personal 
bests.”

Individual performances 
at the event stood out to many 
as a point of celebration.

“People were going for 

school records, national cuts, 
all that,” Van Meter said. “I 
did the 400-individual med-
ley, the 500-freestyle, the 
200-backstroke, and then I 
was on a couple of the relays.”

Van Meter and his team-
mate Will Visnic, ’22, qual-
ified for the B-finals of the 
200-yard backstroke event. 
Van Meter came in 15th place 
overall in that contest.

For seasoned swimmers, 
the event was a chance to look 
back on their multiple years 
of swimming and reflect on 
their improvement. Kaitlin 
Franzen, ’20, has been on the 
swimming team since her first 
year on campus.

“I think it went really well 
for me personally,” Franzen 
said. “I’ve only been back for 
two and a half months now, so 
I’ve jumped in on everything 
last minute.”

Franzen recently returned 
from a semester abroad in 
China, but she found it easy 

to jump back into training 
and adjust to the grueling 
schedule.

“At the beginning, I was 
really excited to be back,” 
Franzen said. “But then I had 
my moments when I was like, 
why am I doing this to my-
self?”

In spite of a few months off 
swimming, Franzen was still 
able to rely on her previous 
training, coaches and team-
mates to get back into the 
sport.

“I hit my same times as last 
year,” Franzen said. “I had to 
rely on my body being in OK 
shape coming back in. It was 
definitely not easy.”

Franzen noted the support 
she received from the team 
was one of the things that 
helped her and others succeed 
at the event.

“In the end, it really 
worked out well; my team is 
really supportive,” Franzen 
said.

Other teammates noticed 
the difference in team morale 
over the course of the season.

“We really pulled together 
on the last day,” Van Meter 
said.

While many on the team 
have been to the conference 
championships in years past, 
the newest class of swimmers 
and divers helped the Gators 
rack up points.

“The first-years did very 
well this year,” Niggel said. “I 
attribute that to the upper-
classmen on our team and 
myself as a coach for prepar-
ing them for what this meet 
would be like.”

Niggel is new to Allegheny 
College as of September 2018. 
Niggel came to Allegheny af-
ter holding assistant coaching 
positions at Clarion Universi-
ty and Gannon University.

“One of the things I took ini-
tiative on was communicating 
with the first-years in preparing 
them for this meet,” Niggel said.

Niggel came in to Allegh-
eny wanting to improve the 
program dramatically.

“It was a dream come true,” 
Niggel said about becoming 
head coach.

Niggel implemented 
changes in and out of the pool 
in order to take a team that 
had a somewhat damaged 
morale, according to Franzen, 
and turn it into a successful 
team. The previous coach left 
Allegheny in July 2018 to go 
to the University of California 
at San Diego.

“Compared to last year, 
there was a lot of negative 
energy,” Franzen said. “It was 
very hard to be at the pool 
during last year. With this 
new coach, it was a fresh start 
for everyone.”

The team took notice of 
these changes. Better team 
morale and team cohesion 
were crucial to making the 
entire season, and this meet 
in particular, a success, ac-
cording to Niggel.

Looking back on the entire 
season, many team members 
noticed a distinct improve-
ment in how they performed.

Looking forward, Niggel 
and Franzen are excited for 
what next year has to bring.

“We’re not graduating that 
many seniors, and everybody 
that was close to a school re-
cord is back next year,” Niggel 
said.

Franzen will be back on 
the team for her final year. 
While she is grateful for the 
opportunity, she also realized 
how fast it went by.

“It’s kind of crazy that 
time has gone by so quick,” 
Franzen said. “Each year has 
been so different, especially in 
the pool.”

Women’s basketball concludes season at NCAC Tournament

Allegheny attends North Coast Athletic Conference Tournament

The Allegheny Women’s Bas-
ketball Team’s season came to 
an end Tuesday, Feb. 19, 2019 
at NCAC powerhouse De-
pauw University in the 2019 
NCAC Tournament. 

According to guard, Kay-
lah Pinkney, ’19, the Gators 
showed grit and determina-
tion and did not give up with-
out a fight, despite difficult 
circumstances they dealt with 
for a large part of the season.

Pinkney described the ad-
versity the team had to deal 
with during the season and 
emphasized how injuries put 
a damper on the season for a 
team she felt had the potential 
to finish in a higher position 
when the season came to an 
end.

“We had our starting point 
guard injured, and then I got 
hurt, and then (Delaney Ar-
bore, ’19) got hurt, so three 
of our starters got hurt at one 
point, and we all missed about 
six games,” Pinkney said.

Nonetheless, Pinkney ad-
mired how the team fought 
its way through the ups and 
downs of the season and did 
its best to make the most out 

of a season of frustrations that 
were, for the most part, out of 
their control.

“There were definitely a lot 
of ups and downs, but I think 
we really proved that we can 
face adversity and succeed,” 
Pinkney said. “We also did 
make the playoffs, so that was 
a really good thing. Overall, 
it was a really good season. It 
was fun, so that’s the most im-
portant part.”

With all of this adversity, 
Pinkney stressed how crucial 
it was for the team to stick 
together and keep morale 
high. Chemistry was import-
ant for the athletic team, and 
it played a huge part in the 
women’s basketball team’s 
continuous fight throughout 
the season.

“I think our togetherness 
definitely helped the team 
overcome adversity,” Pink-
ney said. “Especially in times 
of adversity, you just have to 
stick together, and I think that 
if we didn’t have that chemis-
try it would have been really 
bad, and the season probably 
would not have been as great 
or as enjoyable as it was.”

Forward Shannon Reli-
han, ’21, who also competes 
in track and field, emphasized 
the importance of team cama-

raderie and being able to play 
with friends as an important 
part of success.

“I have some of my best 
friends in both sports, and 
during the basketball season, 
the core of my friends are on 
the basketball team and com-
peting with me every day,” Re-
lihan said.

This camaraderie among 
Relihan and her teammates 
help to shape a team that not 
only keeps fighting when the 
odds are stacked up against 
them, but also one that fights 
together.

Pinkney praised the to-
getherness of the team 
throughout the struggles and 
successes of the season, but 
also emphasized the strong 
character of her teammates 
and everyone involved.

“I just think we had a lot 
of really good personalities 
in our team and everyone 
seemed to get along pretty 
well, so that was definitely a 
positive thing,” Pinkney said.

With the season coming 
to an end, players reflected 
on their season as a team, 
their strengths and weak-
nesses, and what they can do 
throughout the off-season to 
try and improve for next year. 

Guard Gabrielle Culot-

ta, ’22, shared some of her 
thoughts regarding the team’s 
performance and her individ-
ual performance during her 
first year as a Gator.

“Looking back, there are 
definitely things that we could 
have improved on,” Culotta 
said. “I believe our record was 
6-20, so obviously, we could 
have won more games, but 
overall, we did have to face a 
lot of adversity that came to us 
because we had a lot of inju-
ries that struck us.”

The injuries the team dealt 
with throughout the season 
were experienced by impact-
ful players, and Culotta ex-
pressed the difficulty of over-
coming their absence.

“A lot of those injuries 
were with our starters, so we 
had a lot of games we had to 
play without our starters and 
in those games we didn’t give 
up, and we kept fighting,” Cu-
lotta said.

Culotta said her team-
mates never gave up, even in 
dire in-game situations when 
the score was not pointing 
their way.

“Even in the games we 
didn’t have those players play-
ing, if we were losing, no mat-
ter how much we were down 
by we’d always keep fighting, 

believing we could come back 
into the game,” Culotta said.

Culotta believes the deter-
mination the team showed 
through bad and good times 
potentially boosted the play-
ers’ confidence and helped 
them to improve as the season 
went on.

“As the season went on, 
there were games where, for 
example, if we played our op-
ponent earlier in the season, 
we would have gotten blown 
out, but we played them tough 

and were only down by one 
or two points for most of the 
game,” Culotta said.

In terms of objectives set 
out by the team prior to the 
season, they were sure to set 
high standards for hard work 
and excellence both in the 
classroom and on the court.

“At the beginning of the 
season, we made a chart of 
goals for the year,” Culotta 
said. We had individual goals 
and athletic goals. Some of the 
athletic goals were to score 15 
points per quarter, at least 60 
points a game, and hold other 
teams to less than 60 points 
per game.”

While the team was unable 
to reach every goal set prior 
to its season, the Gators were 
able to achieve several of their 
objectives, and they believe 
their success in this junction 
bodes well for future seasons. 

Culotta provided words of 
optimism for the future of the 
Gator program.

“We all know that we need 
to grow mentally and become 
stronger, and I think we will 
all do that,” Culotta said. “So 
next season, I believe we’ll 
gradually get better, and we’ll 
keep improving.”

By JASON FERRANTE
Staff  Writer
ferrantej@allegheny.edu

By TRAVIS LUXBACHER
Contributing Writer
luxbachert@allegheny.edu

Gator swim and dive ends 2019 season

EMILY RICE/THE CAMPUS
The Allegheny Gators prepare to jump into the water for a relay race during the 2018-19 Gator Invitational in the 
Mellon Pool in the David V. Wise Center Friday, Nov. 9, 2018. With the inclusion of March 1, and 2, NCAA Diving 
Regionals, the Gators’ season spans five months.

Especially in times 
of adversity, you just 
have to stick together, 
and I think that if 
we didn’t have that 
chemistry, it would 
have been really 
bad, and the season 
probably would not 
have been as great 
or as enjoyable as it 
was.”

—KAYLAH PINKNEY
Class of 2019,

Allegheny College

It was very hard to be 
at the pool during last 
year. With this new 
coach, it was a fresh 
start for everyone.”

—KAITLIN FRANZEN
Class of 2020,

Allegheny College

Lady Gators reflect on 2018-19 injuries, improvements, team spirit




