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THE MULLEN REPORT
By MARLEY PARISH
Editor-in-Chief
parishm@allegheny.edu

Eleven years ago, President 
James Mullen and wife Mari 
arrived in Meadville with 
an eighth grader and a fifth 
grader — daughter Frank-
ie and son James. Now, the 
Mullens are leaving Allegh-
eny College with a college 
graduate, a rising college se-
nior and too many memories 
to pick a favorite. 

As Allegheny’s 21st pres-
idency comes to a close, 
Mullen reflected on his time 
at Allegheny and shared his 
hope for the future, saying 
he feels wonderful about his 
time as a college president 
and as a Meadville commu-
nity member. 

“The last few months have 
been a time of a lot of reflec-
tion, a lot of gratitude, try-
ing to wrap up a few things 
though and just trying to 
really soak in the last few 
months of being part of this 
campus,” Mullen said. 

When not in his office or 
traveling, Mullen can be seen 
strolling around campus, 
waving to students and buy-
ing smoothies for people in 
the Henderson Campus Cen-
ter. To Mullen, those “little 
engagements” while walking 
around campus are what he 
considers to be his favorite 
Allegheny memories. 

“Those are very special 
moments to me,” Mullen 
said. “Sometimes, they’re 
coming at the end of a hard 
day or when you’re trying to 
deal with something signifi-
cant. Sometimes, they’re just 
an impromptu chance to be 
reminded of how great you 
young people are.” 

Throughout his time with 
the college, Mullen said he 
has seen Allegheny grow in 
more ways than one. The list 
of what he is proud of is nev-
erending; however, the stu-
dents who attend the college 
are what make Allegheny 
College special. 

“I’m proud that we’ve 
stayed true to who we are,” 
Mullen said. “We’ve stayed 
true to our liberal arts mis-
sion in a time when others 
have perhaps moved away 
from it. I am proud of the 
fact that this is a more di-
verse campus than what it 
was a decade ago. I’m proud 
of the fact that we are a more 

nationally recognized insti-
tution than I believe we were 
a few years ago. I’m proud 
of all of it, and I’m proud of 
the reality that the students 
we graduate are the great-
est proof this institution is a 
meaningful place in Ameri-
can higher education.” 

While Mullen said he 
does not consider himself to 
be someone who often looks 
back at the past with regrets, 
he cannot pick one particular 
incident that he looks back 
on in a negative light. 

“I regret sometimes I 
didn’t move faster on some 
things,” Mullen said. “I don’t 
know if I can pick one par-

ticular thing. I regret some-
times that we’re not always 
the perfect community we 
can be, and I have a respon-
sibility in that. Although I 
think we’re an amazing com-
munity, we trip and we fall, 
but what I don’t regret is that 
we get back up, and we move 
forward, and we try to be 
better.” 

The next book volume on 
Allegheny is sure to decide 
what Mullen’s legacy will be, 
but he said he hopes his love 
and care for the college as a 
whole is what stands the test 
of time. 

Allegheny’s 21st president ‘soaks’ in final months

Low funds: ASG talks stoles, charging stations, T-shirts

Photo courtesy of the Mullen family
James and Mari Mullen cheer during an Allegheny College football game in 2010 at 
the Robertson Athletic Complex Football Stadium.

Employees offer support in 
second community forum

By MARLEY PARISH
Editor-in-Chief
parishm@allegheny.edu

River Branch, as-
sociate professor of 
communication arts, 
found out an Allegh-
eny student was ar-
rested for an alleged 
assault after another 
student came to her 
office, looking for 
support. Having “no 
idea” of the incident, 
Branch said she felt 
like she had failed to 
support that student 
in need.

“When I began 
to talk to colleagues 
and friends, none of 
my colleagues knew 
about it either, and so, 
I was in a position of 
really feeling a failure 
of supporting my stu-
dents and being there 
for my students,” 
Branch said, during a commu-
nity forum held at noon Mon-
day, April 22, in the Henderson 
Campus Center.

Despite the lack of insti-
tutional support students 
have been feeling, Branch 
mentioned, the seats in room 
301/302 were filled primarily 
by Allegheny employees and 
administrators who wanted to 
show their support and offer 
advice as the college moves for-
ward with its response to the 
incident.

The second community fo-
rum was moderated by Dean 
for Institutional Diversity Kris-
tin Dukes. Provost and Dean of 
the College Ron Cole and Dean 
of Students April Thompson 
answered questions about Al-
legheny’s action plan, following 
an initial forum held Friday, 
April 12, where Dukes and 
Thompson promised to create 
concrete action steps after lis-
tening to input from constitu-
ents. 

A campus-wide email was 

sent at 8:35 p.m. on 
April 17, and de-
tailed the concerns 
and themes voiced 
during the first com-
munity forum: Trust, 
safety, bias, action 
and support. In the 
email, Dukes and 
Thompson informed 
community members 
those concerns were 
heard by members of 
Allegheny’s Admin-
istrative Executive 
Committee. These 
members include 
Dukes, Thompson, 
Cornell LeSane, vice 
president for enroll-
ment and dean of 
admissions, and Bill 
Ross, director of ath-
letics and recreation. 
Other AEC members 
were also present 
during the second fo-
rum. 

David Roach, ’21, voiced 
concern about “misinfor-
mation” being spread across 
Allegheny’s “small campus.” 
Roach suggested the college 
do its best to provide the col-
lege community with accurate 
information as quickly as pos-
sible in order to prevent ru-
mors from spreading and from 
painting individuals in a “nega-
tive light.”  

“Because it did happen in 
such a public setting, this cam-
pus is small enough that stuff 
was flying around, and a lot of it 
was misinformation, so I think 
that the sooner that informa-
tion is released to the public, I 
think it’s better,” Roach said. 

To respond, Thompson said 
Allegheny does “a lot of work to 
give agency to the student and 
their family,” before making 
public announcements. That 
work takes time, Thompson 
said — more time than the col-
lege would like. 

COLE

THOMPSON

DUKES

By MARLEY PARISH
Editor-in-Chief
parishm@allegheny.edu

A fire alarm blared from a distant 
campus building and through the 
windows of the Henderson Campus 
Center as Allegheny Student Gov-
ernment opened its weekly general 
assembly meeting, and the ringing 
was reflective of the discussions had 
by organization members over bud-
get requests. 

The hot topics: A cell phone 
charging station and ASG T-shirts.

After the approval of four clubs 
— Women in STEM, Latinas on the 
Rise, Electronic Music at Alleghe-
ny College and Bowling Club — the 
meeting focused primarily on budget 
updates and request clarifications. 

At the beginning of the 2018-
19 school year, Director of Finance 
Trevor Day, ’20, said the ASG gener-
al fund started at $60,000; however, 
he said the finance committee and 
general assembly allocated an extra 
$6,000 throughout the course of the 
year. 

As of Monday, April 23, Day said 
there was $15,000 still left in the ac-
count, and to be conscious of spend-
ing, the finance committee has been 
giving clubs the option to choose 
between items requiring additional 
funds and voting to deny finance re-
quests due to a lack of money in the 
account. 

During new business, Co-Direc-
tor of Student Affairs Catrina Steck-
ler, ’19, asked for clarification on why 

a finance request for funds to pay for 
a cell phone charging station in the 
David V. Wise Center was denied by 
the finance committee. 

Senator James Burnette, ’19, 
spoke on behalf of the committee’s 
decision, saying that the request did 
not seem like a “wise use of resourc-
es” because when people come to the 
Wise Center, they keep their phones 
to listen to music, Burnette said. 

“Unlike Brooks (Dining Hall) 
where theoretically, you could 
charge your phone, go down, get 
some food, come back, get your 
phone, leave; that’s not as possible at 
the gym,” Burnette said.

The charging station would have 
consisted of lockers, so individuals 
could store their phones while work-

ing out at the gym but still use blue-
tooth headphones to listen to music; 
however, Zachary McClarnon, ’20, 
said the lockers are not as secure, 
adding that he has had his wallet, 
phone and laptop stolen while at the 
Wise Center. 

Senator John Seiber, ’19, said the 
main concern of the finance com-
mittee was not of the validity or po-
tential need of a charging station in 
the Wise Center. Instead, he said it 
came down to being mindful of how 
much was being spent by ASG. 

“It’s more so that right now, the 
general assembly, the general fund 
and the other funds are very, very, 
very low, so we’re not saying it’s a bad 
idea,” Seiber said. 

See ASG   page 2
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It’s more so that right now, 
the general assembly, the 
general fund and the other 
funds are very, very, very 
low, so we’re not saying it’s 
a bad idea. It could be a bad 
idea. It could be a great idea 
for next year, but right now, 
I think it’s good to know that 
we are low on funds.”

—JOHN SEIBER
Class of 2019, 

Allegheny College
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“It could be a bad idea. It 
could be a great idea for next 
year, but right now, I think it’s 
good to know that we are low 
on funds.” 

Burnette said the finance 
committee has been offering 
clubs a choice between items 
they may be requesting funds 
for in order to help save mon-
ey from the general fund. For 
example, the finance com-
mittee voted to approve the 
purchase of stoles for ASG’s 
graduating seniors but denied 
a $480 finance request from 
Director of Communications 
and Press David Roach, ’21, 
for ASG T-shirts, an endeavor 
Roach has been updating the 
organization on throughout 

the year in its weekly meetings. 
Burnette said the finance 

committee voted to deny the 
request because ASG does not 
have enough money. 

Roach was informed of 

this denial minutes before the 
meeting began, and this late 
notice was the source of a num-
ber of concerns voiced by ASG 
members. During general as-
sembly, Roach said he was not 
informed of this denial or pre-
sented with alternative options.

“I just think it is very unfair 
that I wasn’t even given the 
choice to come into finance 
tonight,” Roach said. “I wasn’t 
even allowed to be given that 
choice or even speak on my 
behalf, so … you’re talking 
about choice here between 
things, but I wasn’t even pres-
ent for that choice, and I also 
heard it was because of the 
T-shirt designs, and frankly, 
this has been going on for a 

year. I have been trying to get 
these for a year. The time to 
tell me that you didn’t like the 
design was before this.” 

“I’m sorry that I’m getting 
upset, but this has been a year 
of my work,” Roach said.

Burnette told Roach the fi-
nance committee voted to deny 
his request because ASG does 
not have money and has not 
had money “for weeks now.” 

“This is strictly on the 
money,” Burnette said. “It’s 
not on the design.”

Class of 2019 President 
Alexia Porche said the deci-
sion seemed “very last minute,” 
even though Roach consis-
tently updated ASG members 
about his progress on the de-

sign and sizes each week. 
Burnette replied and said 

the finance request was not 
submitted until early this 
week, so because of the last 
minute request and ASG’s 
dwindling funds, the commit-
tee voted “unanimously” to 
deny Roach’s submission. 

“We can’t use our power 
as members of ASG to give 
ourselves T-shirts because we 
want them,” said Camila Go-
mez, ’19, ASG president.

Gomez said the finance 
committee’s rationale was 
explained enough and sug-
gested the discussion move in 
another direction. 

Class of 2020 Senator Dan-
iella Clarke asked if ASG se-

niors were still receiving their 
graduation stoles, and that 
purchase was confirmed.

“It seems kind of … 
sketchy that we voted to ap-
prove the stoles for the se-
niors without knowledge that 
we were losing out on T-shirts 
in the process,” said Senator 
Matt Bauer, ’20.

The meeting concluded 
with a vote to uphold the de-
nial of both requests; however, 
ASG seniors will receive stoles 
prior to commencement.

“You know that you put in 
hard work, and I think you 
should just remember that,” 
Clarke said, telling Roach not 
to interpret the denial as a 
personal attack.

ASG from page 1

Saying goodbye to a ‘friend’ and ‘mentor’
Boynton reminisces on memories in the classroom, professional journey
By Cody Baumeister
News Editor
baumeisterc@allegheny.edu

As another academic year 
passes, Allegheny College is 
expected to change in prepa-
ration for the 2019-20 school 
year — the college will bid 
farewell to Eric Boynton, pro-
fessor and chair of philosophy 
and religious studies. 

Boynton will be taking the 
position of provost at Beloit 
College starting June 10. Be-
loit College in Beloit, Wis-
consin, shares many similar-
ities to Allegheny’s campus, 
including size and liberal arts 
values.

Boynton joined Alleghe-
ny’s faculty in 2002, and has 
worked at the college for a to-
tal of 17 years. With all that he 
has accomplished at Alleghe-
ny, the experiences Boynton 
will remember most are the 
ones involving his role as a 
teacher. 

“The most memorable ex-
periences are the ones in the 
classroom,”  Boynton said. 
“You see the students light up. 
Both student and professor 
learn something.”

While Boynton will miss 
Allegheny, he said he is look-
ing forward to the new oppor-
tunity and new experience of 
taking on a collegiate admin-
istrative role. 

“I am looking forward to 
having the ability and respon-
sibility of shaping the learning 

culture of a campus that size,” 
Boynton said. 

While preparing for the 
new responsibilities as pro-
vost of Beloit College, Boyn-
ton is also preparing for 
leaving the colleagues he has 
worked with over the years. 

“My colleagues are world-
class scholars,” Boynton said. 
“Some of the best.”

Just as Boynton will miss 
Allegheny faculty, those who 
have worked closely with 
Boynton will miss him as well. 

“I was part of the search 
committee that hired Boyn-
ton,” said Glenn Holland, 
professor of religious studies. 
“I was one of the ones who 
interviewed him initially then 
brought him to campus, and 
I would say from the begin-
ning it was clear that he was 
a good fit for the department, 
which is always important, 
and that he had the potential 

to be a very sound scholar and 
an excellent teacher and also 
to have abilities and interests 
that reach beyond the class-
room.”

Holland has witnessed 
Boynton’s journey as a new 
educator to the professor and 
chair Boynton has grown into.

“I think the best way of 
describing our relationship 
over time is when he first 
started working at Allegheny, 
he would have an idea and he 
would come to me and say 
‘what is the best way of doing 
this?’” Holland said. “Then 
after a while, he would come 
to me and say ‘I’m thinking 
of doing this, what do you 
think?’ And after that, he 
started coming in saying ‘this 
is what I am going to do.’”

Holland was able to watch 
Boynton grow as a profes-

sor at Allegheny and thinks 
Boynton is taking the next 
logical step for his career.

“As he gained more exper-
tise, more experience, more 
acuity in dealing with the var-
ious issues that one confronts 
as a professor and being at the 
lower levels of administration 
as well,” Holland said. “I also 
had the opportunity to see 
him as chairmen of the de-
partment and as the head of 
interdisciplinary studies, it’s 
always been an interesting 
thing to watch, the growth 
and the development and now 
to see him now taking what 
seems like the next logical 
step by accepting the position 
at Beloit.” 

Faculty will also miss the 
ways in which Boynton taught 
in the classroom and how that 
has impacted students who 

had the opportunity to take 
courses with him. 

“He has always been a very 
good mentor for students,” 
Holland. “He is, I’ve got to use 
the word exciting, to watch in 
the classroom, because as he 
is explaining things, you can 
tell new ideas are coming to 
him as well.”

Boynton’s work in the 
classroom might be a little 
exhausting with the amount 
of effort he puts in, but it is all 
for the students he teaches ac-
cording to Holland.

“He fills up the board with 
different ideas and differ-
ent points of view he wants 
to make and can sometimes 
leave you a little breathless, 
but he is always willing to 
meet with students and bring 
them up to speed in various 
ways,” Holland said. “(He is) 
very generous with his time, 
very generous with his ideas, 
and I think a lot of students 
really flourished under his 
supervision and under his 
teaching as a professor be-
cause he does nurture their 
interest.”

Similar to Holland, Irem 
Kurtsal, visiting assistant pro-
fessor of religious studies at 
Allegheny College, will miss 
Boynton’s teaching style, but 
will also miss what Boynton 
brought to her life.  

“I met Eric back when I 
lived in Istanbul when we 
cooperated on building a 
partnership between Bogazi-

ci University and Allegheny 
College,” Kurtsal said. “He 
had an infectious passion for 
bringing students to sites, 
not only telling them but also 
showing them why ideas mat-
tered and what they caused in 
the world. He is the kind of 
person we all want to be, an 
agent of good wherever he is 
planted.”

Kurtsal will miss Boynton 
not only as a coworker, but 
also as a friend and mentor. 

“As friend and mentor, he 
helped me put my life and 
career back together when I 
had to abruptly leave Istan-
bul,” Kurtsal said. “He is such 
a huge part of my Allegheny 
experience that I haven’t yet 
been able to come to terms 
with his leaving. I’m still at the 
first stage of grief, denial.”

Students who have worked 
with Boynton also have en-
joyed his teaching style and 
the impact he has had on their 
educations and lives. 

“Professor Boynton’s 
teaching style is unique, and 
his enthusiasm for teaching 
is unmatched,” said Aubrey 
Collins, ’19. “Each class ses-
sion brought new discoveries 
and insights and would leave 
you feeling excited and a little 
disoriented. He challenged 
you to think for yourself, and 
to think about yourself, about 
your life, your values and your 
place in the world.”

BOYNTON

MULLEN from page 1
“I hope if folks remember 

one thing, it is that I cared 
deeply about the place, and I 
meant it when I said I loved 
their students,” Mullen said. 

If he had more time at 
Allegheny, Mullen said he 
would want to teach, and 
while he did get to fulfill his 
dream of teaching at the col-
lege through a short course 
on the American presidency 
for a week in April, he said 
he wished he had been able to 
teach for longer. 

“(The short course) re-
minded me of how much I 
love to teach,” Mullen said. 
“And there’s my regret. My 
biggest regret is that I didn’t 
teach while I was here. I would 
go in and do a visiting talk to 
a class, but I never taught a 
course, and every year, I said 
I was going to.”

Always remembering his 
love for Allegheny, Mullen 
said he plans to come back to 
campus to visit. 

“There are so many rela-
tionships here that mean a 
lot to Mari and to me and our 
kids,” Mullen said. “This is 
their home.”

His visits will be made 
“very quietly,” Mullen said, 
as he does not want to shad-
ow over President-elect Hila-
ry Link, who will assume the 
presidency July 1. 

“You have a great new 
president coming into Al-
legheny,” Mullen said. “She’s 
going to set an incredible leg-
acy here over the next many 
years, and when I come back, 
I will come back like anyone 
who’s part of this family. I will 
just come back and enjoy a 
game or a play or a chance to 
see friends.” 

While Mullen loves the 
campus as a whole, he said 
he does have a few spots at 
Allegheny that serve as a re-
minder of the college’s histo-
ry — a history he loves and 
respects like no other. He 
said he measures his favor-
ite on-campus locations by 
where he goes the day before 
and the day of commence-
ment. 

“The night before, I always 
take a walk, and I stand at 
the top of Brooks Walk, and 
I look down over that historic 
part of the campus,” Mullen 
said. “There’s something very 
moving about that, particu-
larly at dusk. The history of 
the institution strikes me, and 
it’s a spot that connected with 
me the first day I began here.” 

During his annual 
pre-commencement walk, 
Mullen said he visits the Civil 
War monument, and he is re-
minded of the history of Al-
legheny.

“It gives you a profound 
sense of our place in Ameri-
can history,” Mullen said. “I 
go down by the ravine, and I 

just walk through there with 
the memorials and reflect a 
little bit.”

Every day, Mullen said 
he pokes his head into Ford 
Memorial Chapel because its 
“certain serenity” helps him 
think. 

In Mullen’s eyes, Allegh-
eny’s greatest strength is its 
core mission — a liberal arts 
education. 

“It’s a mission that at-
tracts students from all over 
the country,” Mullen said. 
“It attracts students of all so-
cioeconomic backgrounds, 
across race and gender and 
identity. It’s a most powerful 
manifestation of a liberal arts 
education.” 

Allegheny’s curriculum 

and “tremendous teaching 
faculty” are what give Mullen 
hope for the college’s future. 

“The core mission is its 
greatest strength,” Mullen 
said. “That will continue to 
be.” 

As far as weaknesses, Mul-
len said he thinks Allegheny 
still has work to do in order 
for the rest of the country to 
realize “how great we are.” 

“That’s partly attributed to 
our inherent humility, but I 
think that’s the ongoing work 
I know President Link is com-
mitted to,” Mullen said. “Our 
national reputation, which 
has grown, (is) still to grow … 
I’ll put what happens in the 
classroom here against any-
body in the country.” 

The face of Allegheny Col-
lege, Mullen is not without 
Allegheny role models. A 
lover of history, Mullen said 
he admires and looks up to 
Allegheny students because of 
their passion and their belief 
in justice. One alumnae Mul-
len mentioned was Ida Tar-
bell, Class of 1880. 

“It’s hard not to be at Al-
legheny and not be struck by 
the alumni who have come 
through here,” Mullen said. 
“When you start down the 
list of these incredibly accom-
plished figures in American 
history, you have to go to 

Ida Tarbell. Her picture is in 
Bentley and around campus, 
and I think back to the time 
in which she achieved inter-
national acclaim — what an 
incredible role model for all 
of us, young women going 
into journalism, for leaders 
to have courage and not be 
intimidated, I think she rep-
resents a lot of what’s great 
about Allegheny.” 

After Mullen’s quiet trans-
fer of power in July, he and 
his wife plan to “re-energize,” 
“take a deep breath” and 
“hang out a little bit” in Ashe-
ville, North Carolina. The 
Mullens have agreed to not 
entertain any jobs right now, 
and he said he looks forward 
to catching up on reading and 
writing about United States 
presidents — a personal fa-
vorite of his. 

If Mullen could describe 
his Allegheny experience, he 
said it would be “a privilege.”

To conclude, Mullen of-
fered his thanks to “everyone 
who touched our lives across 
11 years.” 

He said he hopes to cross 
paths with Allegheny family 
members for years to come, 
and to the members of the 
Class of 2019, he said their 
paths will be crossing sooner 
rather than later — “on the 
stage in about two weeks.” 

I met Eric back when I lived in Istanbul when we 
cooperated on building a partnership between 
Bogazici University and Allegheny College. He 
had an infectious passion for bringing students to 
sites, not only telling them but also showing them 
why ideas mattered and what they caused in the 
world. He is the kind of person we all want to be, 
an agent of good wherever he is planted.”

—IREM KURTSAL
Visiting assistant professor of philosophy, 

Allegheny College

MULLEN

The night before, I always take a walk, and I 
stand at the top of Brooks Walk, and I look down 
over that historic part of the campus. There’s 
something very moving about that, particularly at 
dusk. The history of the institution strikes me, and 
it’s a spot that connected with me the first day I 
began here.” 

—JAMES MULLEN 
President, 

Allegheny College

I’m sorry that I’m 
getting upset, but this 
has been a year of my 
work.” 

—DAVID ROACH 
Class of 2021, 

Allegheny College
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“I’m very reluctant to an-
nounce public information 
or put out a statement when I 
have not yet spoken to students 
or their families, and that does 
take time,” Thompson said. 
“Usually, the narrative in social 
media, in particular, goes much 
faster than our ability to do 
that, but I think as parents and 
as students, you can be assured 
that the college is not going to 
go out with public statements 
that refer to you without know-
ing that you had a chance to at 
least weigh in … before we (re-
lease a statement).”

Faculty members were con-
cerned with the student’s pri-
vacy, specifically pertaining to 
how the student was notified 
about the warrant issued for his 
arrest. 

Irem Kurtsal, visiting assis-
tant professor of philosophy, 
was the instructor who was 
teaching the student’s class 
when Interim Director of Pub-
lic Safety William Merchbaker 
arrived to remove the student. 
During the forum, she clarified 
details about how the student 
was removed from her class-
room. 

“Public safety appeared at 
the door; the door was open,” 
Kurtsal said. “Public safety ap-
peared at the door and called 
me out, saying it was import-
ant.”

Kurtsal went into the hall-
way and asked why the student 
was to be removed. After public 
safety gave Kurtsal the student’s 
name and asked if he was pres-
ent, she said yes. The officer 
then told her there was a war-
rant issued for his arrest. 

“I wanted to check their ID, 
and I did,” Kurtsal said. “And 
then in the process of doing 
that, the public safety officer 
was aware that I was dallying or 
not being very cooperative, and 
so he said the dean of students 
is aware of this, and he told me 
he was sent by the dean of stu-
dents.”

While Kurtsal was reluctant 
to let the student leave with the 
officer, she decided that she 
“had to go along.” Once she 
made the decision to let the 
student leave, Kurtsal said she 
assumed the dean of students 
would be just as protective over 
the student as she was. 

“We protect students,” 
Kurtsal said. “Our alarms go 
off. Our red flags go off when 
we hear about police intimida-
tion into the campus.” 

In her experience, Kurtsal 
said she is aware and sensitive 
to racial profiling and law en-
forcement scaring community 
members to carry out their du-
ties. 

“I assumed, being at Al-
legheny College, the dean of 
students would know,” Kurtsal 
said. “Then, I proceeded to 
just focus on (the student) and 
made maximum eye contact as 
lovingly and caring as possible, 
I focused on him and told him 
what was going on.” 

The student asked Kurtsal 
why he had to leave; she ex-
plained, and he was then taken 
into the hallway where the pub-

lic safety officer had a conver-
sation “right outside our door” 
with him. This conversation 
sparked concerns about discre-
tion and privacy in Kurtsal. 

“I am unhappy with some 
of the wording that the security 
officer used during that conver-
sation,” Kurtsal said.

No public safety officers 
were present during Monday’s 
forum.

“It wasn’t handled as dis-
creetly as possible,” Kurtsal 
said. 

In her opinion, Kurtsal said 
the officer did not have to say 
there was “a warrant out for 
your arrest” to the student or 
“because of what happened 
downtown.” 

During the forum, William 
Bywater, Jr., professor emeri-
tus of philosophy and religious 
studies, suggested this encoun-
ter should have occurred out-
side of the classroom and per-
haps, in the professor’s office 
instead. 

“I feel that it’s not the place, 
it’s not my office where this 
should have happened — at 
all,” Kurtsal said. “It was bad 
enough that I was the go-be-
tween, probably better than the 
security officer going inside the 
classroom, but it could have 
been a lot more damaging than 
it has been in my relationship 
with the student and with the 
rest of my students.” 

Kurstal said she thought 
Thompson showing up outside 
of the classroom would have 
been a better way to alert and 
retrieve the student. Thompson 
told The Campus if she could 
go back in time and change 
how the situation was handled, 
she would be the one to go to 
the classroom instead of public 
safety. Thompson said bringing 
a public safety officer to retrieve 
a student who has a warrant 
out for their arrest is common 
practice at colleges and univer-
sities across the United States as 
it is a way to ensure the safety 
of others. 

As part of the action plan 
developed after the first forum, 
Allegheny has committed it-
self to conducting an internal 
investigation of how the stu-
dent was removed from class. 
The investigation will be led by 
Cole and Eileen Petula, execu-
tive vice president. In addition 
to the investigation, the col-
lege plans to develop written 
protocols for how and when 
public safety will engage with 
students in the classroom, ath-
letic fields, residence halls and 

other on-campus locations by 
August 15. 

In Monday’s forum, Heath-
er Moore Roberson, assistant 
professor of community and 
justice studies and black stud-
ies, asked that the college work 
to support students who do not 
feel safe, saying that the inci-
dent affects “real people.” 

Roberson referenced an 
email sent by President James 
Mullen on April 19. In his 
email, Roberson said there was 
an undertone that the student’s 
arrest may have been “a case of 
mistaken identity.” 

“I am wondering, when 
this student is exonerated from 
these charges, what will be the 
institution’s response?” Rob-
erson asked. “How will you 
ensure that students, especially 
students of color on this cam-
pus, feel as though the State-
ment of Community applies to 
them?” 

In response, Cole said the 
incident affects the college in 
a “real and a visceral fashion.” 
Cole said if the student is ex-
onerated, there needs to be a 
“clear, open, honest conversa-
tion” on Allegheny’s campus, 
with local police and with the 
Meadville community. Refer-
encing Mullen’s email, Cole 
said Mullen heard that there 
may be additional information 
that has not been reported to 
law enforcement and wanted to 
urge any potential witnesses to 
come forward. 

“Nobody has shared any-
thing specific,” Cole said. “No 
other witnesses, that I know of, 
came forward … If this student 
is found exonerated then we do 
need to follow up with the City 
of Meadville in very proactive, 
direct ways about process and 
about how this might be done 
differently going forward.”

Forum attendees asked 
about potential violations to 
the Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act and how law 
enforcement was able to locate 
the student while he was on 
campus and also questioned if 
the college was ever presented 
with the warrant in order to 
prove its validity.

If an arrest warrant is issued 
for a student, the college is al-
lowed to alert the student first 
before complying with the legal 
document or law enforcement, 
Cole said. After speaking with 
Allegheny’s lawyer and review-
ing FERPA guidelines, Cole 
said the steps that were taken to 
remove the student from class 
“followed more or less” FERPA 

guidelines because there was 
no request for specific informa-
tion about the student. 

Going forward, Cole said 
the college is looking to imple-
ment clearer policies for how 
incidents like this should be 
handled, but Cole hopes the 
policies will never have to be 
examined for another situation. 

“I hope this never happens 
again,” Cole said. “This is an 
incredibly sad situation all 
around.”

Celeste Carl, ’21, asked if a 
similar situation were to occur 
on campus, that students and 
employees be informed in a 
clear way that also respects the 
privacy of students,adding that 
she thought Cole and Thomp-
son were talking “for” public 
safety. 

“For me, part of the issue is 
that legality and people of color 
have not had historical mesh-
ing in this country,” said Sole-
dad Caballero, associate profes-
sor of English. “And so, when 
we focus so much on what was 
legal in the most, sort of restric-
tive, sense versus on the spirit 
of the opportunities of the law, 
I think that’s kind of where I’m 
kind of having a problem.” 

Caballero asked how the 
college knew if the warrant 
served was an official docu-
ment. 

“I think that when we have 
just these sort of glossed over 
conversations about legal doc-
uments, we are actually in quite 
murky waters, and I would like 
to know what our institution 
is going to do not to follow the 
letter of the law, which is com-
plicated for people of color, but 
what is it going to do in order to 
protect the community beyond 
the law?” Caballero said. 

To respond, Cole said FER-
PA guidelines and the language 
in laws and policies is “just not 
clear,” so leading up to the stu-
dent’s arrest, Cole said he asked 
what documents and evidence 
had been presented to the col-
lege.

Thompson said the warrant 
would have been presented to 
public safety, and Merchbaker 
assured Thompson the docu-
ment was “true and official.” 

Under FERPA, if anyone 
asks for information about an 
Allegheny student or employee, 
people have the right to refuse 
to share information, Cole said.

“If you’re not presented with 
evidence for a legal document 
then you don’t have to answer 
that,” Cole said.

Moving forward, Cole said 

he is going to begin working 
with Catharina Coenen, pro-
fessor of biology and biochem-
istry and director of faculty de-
velopment, to see that college 
employees are aware of their 
rights when dealing with legal 
issues. 

With that plan, Allegheny 
has committed itself to offer 
both employee and student in-
formation sessions about pro-
tocols when interacting with 
law enforcement during the 
2019 fall semester as well as 
working to provide incoming 
students with FERPA informa-
tion during summer orienta-
tion. 

Thompson said Allegheny 
did its best to make sure the 
student had time to contact 
his family and inform them of 
the situation while also trying 
to navigate a “legal quagmire” 
and find a balance between the 
college, public safety, Meadville 
police and other legal policies. 
She also said the college has 
reached out to offer support 
both to the student who was ar-
rested, his family and the oth-
er students who were present 
during the class the student was 
removed from.

Throughout the forum, at-

tendees asked about the role of 
public safety and the Meadville 
police department while also 
asking about the relationship 
between law enforcement, peo-
ple of color and racial profiling.

As part of Allegheny’s plan 
of action, employees who 
work in the Office of Student 
life — including public safety 
officers — are expected to at-
tend mandatory sensitivity and 
bias training during the 2019 
summer. In addition to these 
mandatory sessions, the col-
lege wants to collaborate with 
campus leadership in order to 
develop a plan to implement 
annual bias training. 

Moving forward, Alleghe-
ny wants to continue to devel-
op concrete and clear policies 
while maintaining the protec-
tion and privacy of its students 
and employees both on and 
off campus. With hope that a 
similar situation never occurs 
again, Cole said he wants the 
work dedicated to creating 
these policies to be a collabora-
tion of student and staff voices 
— leaving guidelines that will 
prevent employees from feeling 
like they failed to support this 
institution’s students.
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Crawford Hall

Criminal Mischief.

Apr. 22, 2019
Quigley Hall

Theft. 

Apr. 21, 2019
629 N Main St.

Theft. 

Apr. 22, 2019
Henderson Campus Center

Theft. Apr. 24, 2019
641 1/2 N Main St.

Drug Possession.

MARLEY PARISH/THE CAMPUS
Provost and Dean of the College Ron Cole and Dean of Students April Thompson 
answer questions during a community forum in the Henderson Campus Center 
Monday, April 22, 2019, to address concerns about a student arrest. 

Nobody has shared anything specific. No other 
witnesses, that I know of, came forward … If this 
student is found exonerated then we do need 
to follow up with the City of Meadville in very 
proactive, direct ways about process and about 
how this might be done differently going forward.”

—RON COLE
Provost and Dean of the College, 

Allegheny College
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From the Editor

Having covered everything from the hiring of ad-
ministration and faculty members, curriculum 
changes, breaking news, sporting events, sus-

tainability goals, alumni features and guest speakers, this 
is one topic I have never written about before — myself. 

I have never been too keen on the farewell column. It 
takes a certain amount of pride to think people care about 
what you have to say, and it takes an even bigger ego to de-
cide the most interesting subject to write about is yourself. 

But, the editor’s farewell column is a tradition at The 
Campus. For the last four years, this publication has be-
come my life, so here it is — my final goodbye.

On the third floor of the Henderson Campus Center, 
tucked between Spiritual and Religious Life and GAP, sits 
The Campus newspaper office — a place I have grown to 
call home after spending four years at Allegheny.

As a high schooler who was touring campus for the 
first time, my most exciting hello was this office. As a first-
year student, my greatest challenge was news writing. As 
a sophomore, my safe haven was the newsroom, and as a 
junior and Campus editor-in-chief, my pride and joy was 
this student-run newspaper.

Being a member of The Campus staff has been the 
most worthwhile experience of my undergraduate career. 
I have had the privilege to write for every section of The 
Campus, interview individuals from all over the world 
and share the stories that make Allegheny a respected, in-
novative and leading liberal arts institution. 

The Campus has let me expand and enhance my career as 
both a reporter and a student. Working for the newspaper, 
no week was ever boring. No matter what, I have learned 
that the only constant in the world is its unpredictability. 

I would be lying if I said my relationship with The 
Campus has been nothing but easy and filled with sun-
shine and roses. It has been a relationship filled with 
tough calls and more sleepless nights than I care to admit, 
but I would not change it in any way. 

From fielding critiques from Allegheny administrators, 
faculty, students and community members, having burnt cop-
ies of the newspaper delivered to our office door and handling 
people stealing whole stacks from our racks because they are 
displeased with the content, The Campus has made me stron-
ger. I have learned the importance and value of being able to 
defend and stand by your work with poise and integrity.

I have learned the importance of a free press, some-
thing I hope Allegheny works to stress and teach to its 
students. 

A former sports editor, features editor, and two-term 
editor-in-chief, I have published nearly 100 articles, edit-
ed hundreds of stories and designed over 800 pages of The 
Campus; however, my favorite unofficial title I have earned 
through working with the newspaper: Crisis manager. 

It started as a joke during my first year as editor. For 
weeks, it seemed like everything went wrong — as if the 
universe was against us. Computers crashed, stories fell 
through and when we were finally ready to put the paper 
to bed, the printer failed. 

No matter the challenge, The Campus has overcome. 
That is the mentality I led with and will continue to live 
by after I leave Allegheny College.

When I first started writing for The Campus, I was timid 
and unsure of who I was and who I wanted to be. After four 
years of working with incredible reporters and being taught 
by life-changing mentors, I would not be the person I am to-
day — someone who is not afraid to ask the tough questions 
or raise my hand when I do not know the answer myself. 

A special thanks to the leaders who came before me: 
Christina Bryson, ’16, Angela Mauroni and Eylie Buehler, 
’17, and Joseph Tingley, ’18. A thank you to those who 
have taught me along the way: Cheryl Hatch, Michael 
Crowley, Eric Pallant, Ben Slote and Sharon Wesoky. 

Finally, to my staff — it has been a pleasure to work 
with and guide each and every one of you. Thank you for 
making the sleepless nights full of laughter, sarcasm and 
fun. I have learned more from all of you than you realize 
— thank you. 

While I can count my bylines, I can only estimate 
the hours I have invested during my two years as ed-
itor-in-chief to make sure The Campus is the strongest 
publication possible. I am proud of both my growth and 
The Campus’s transition into a dynamic publication. 

Serving as editor-in-chief has provided me with expe-
riences most students would not be able to dream of hav-
ing, and sharing Allegheny’s many stories with the world 
is an honor I will treasure forever. Having been able to 
play such a pivotal role has brought me closer to Alleghe-
ny’s history and those who helped build it before me. 

As a graduating senior, I have no doubt The Campus is 
sure to be my hardest goodbye as it preserves the college’s 
history — a history I helped write in order to create a leg-
acy that will last forever.

I look forward to seeing Matthew Steinberg and Lau-
ren Trimber, co-editors-in-chief, continue its legacy of 
excellence next year. It has been an honor and a privilege 
to have served as editor of The Campus. 

Thank you for reading.

USWNT is aided by an unlikely suitor  
Luna Bar pledges to compensate for gender pay discrepancies 
By TAYLOR RENK
Opinion Editor
renkt @allegheny.edu

In the realm of athletics, in-
come is usually based on the 
amount of revenue one’s team 
brings in per year. Common 
sense would tell you that 
the earnings per player on a 
World Cup-winning soccer 
team would be greater than 
a team that fails to win any 
major championship. Unfor-
tunately, this natural inkling 
would be incorrect.

With the FIFA Women’s 
World Cup just a few weeks 
away, the U.S. Women’s Na-
tional Soccer Team has sued 
the United States Soccer Fed-
eration for gender discrim-
ination with concerns over 
the astronomical income 
difference between the male 
and female teams. Income, 
in this case, is considered to 
be earnings for making the 
World Cup roster, advancing 
into later rounds in the tour-
nament and possibly winning 
the World Cup in its entirety.

But the women’s U.S. na-
tional team  is not only suing 
over wage discrimination in 
high level tournaments — 
the team is suing over a lack 
of equality for every single 
time it steps on the field to 
play a soccer game.

The women’s national 
team is required by the U.S. 
Soccer Federation to play 
more games per year than the 
men’s team. These games of-
ten result in victories, yet the 
team still gets paid less than 

the men’s team. More wins, 
while earning less money 
than a team that barely wins 
and brings home a hefty pay-
check, just does not make 
much sense to me.

One can make a convinc-
ing argument against equal 
pay in the world of soccer 
by simply saying that men’s 
soccer brings in much more 
revenue than women’s soc-
cer does, which is completely 
true. Men’s soccer, like most 
male sports, generates more 
revenue than women’s soccer. 
The last Women’s World Cup 
brought in     almost $73 mil-
lion, while the Men’s World 
Cup brought in a staggering 
$4 billion. There is a huge, 
undeniable difference in rev-
enue generated between the 
two teams, but the argument 
is not which team brings in 
more revenue — it is why 
U.S. Soccer fails to compen-
sate its most successful teams 

equally, if not better, than a 
team that fails to even qualify 
for the World Cup on a con-
sistent basis.

The women’s nation-
al team is currently ranked 
first in the world, has three 
World Cup victories under 
its belt and is the current 
FIFA World Cup Champion, 
while the men’s team has yet 
to win a World Cup final and 
also failed to qualify for the 
2018 FIFA World Cup. The 
men’s team is consistently 
fighting to get into a tourna-
ment the women consistently 
win, yet the men make the 
same amount per player for 
qualifying for the World Cup 
as each women’s player earns 
for winning the World Cup.

Specifically, the men’s 
team gets $76,000 per play-
er just for qualifying, while 
each women’s player only 
gets $15,000. If the men’s 
team were to win, they would 
each walk away with close to 
$405,000 in earnings, while 
the women each get $78,000. 
The wage discrimination 
is not subtle, but U.S. Soc-
cer still chooses to ignore it, 
which is what has lead to the 
2019 lawsuit.

The women’s team has 
been extremely vocal with 
its concerns saying, “The 
discrimination affects not 
only their paychecks but also 
where they play, and how of-
ten, how they train, the med-
ical treatment and coaching 
they receive, and even how 
much they travel to match-
es,” but as of recently, there 

has been no efforts to make 
change within the U.S. Soccer 
organization.

Although U.S. Soccer is 
not making efforts to change, 
there are organizations and 
companies that are willing to 
fight for equality right now. 
Luna Bar, which is a brand 
created by Clif Bar & Com-
pany, has pledged to donate 
money to the U.S. Wom-
en’s National Soccer team to 
make up for the pay discrep-
ancy in roster bonuses for 
this upcoming World Cup. 
So, each of the 23 women 
who make the roster will get 
paid the full $76,000 for this 
World Cup this summer. This 
donation does not entirely 
make up for the pay discrep-
ancy, but it is most certainly 
a step in the right direction.

As for the United States 
Soccer Federation — it 
should be ashamed. Events 
such as the World Cup and 
the Olympics are times where 
a nation comes together. Ban-
ter and disagreements are put 
aside, and teams take pride in 
their nations. Discrimination 
against a team that consis-
tently plays its heart out and 
maintains world dominance 
is appalling, especially with-
out immediate, apologetic 
action. I hope, in the near 
future, this is no longer an 
issue. There are all sorts of ar-
guments about wage discrim-
ination, but a winning team 
brings more revenue into an 
organization, and therefore 
should be compensated. 

Memes: Communication made simple, yet effective 
A cultural phenomenon with dangerous, powerful implications
By SHANE OSTROM
Opinion Editor 
ostroms@allegheny.edu

Memes.
It seems like just last year 

the internet was fixed on Bad 
Luck Brian, Scumbag Steve, 
Philosoraptor, Success Baby 
and Rage Comics — prim-
itive meme archetypes with 
very specific applications, 
generally used to convey 
some sort of joke or irony. It 
was a simpler time.

Over the years, memes 
have evolved and have be-
come more open-ended. A 
“meme” today is loosely de-
fined and has many more ap-
plications than the retrospec-
tively innocent, fun memes 
of the past. Modern memes 
are often surreal, cynical and 
have the potential to be dan-
gerously influential.

Memes are arguably the 
most effective means of com-
munication in the 21st cen-
tury. By combining recog-
nizable, relatable or easily 
digestible images with short 
and concise text, they have 
the power to convey relative-
ly complex ideas — almost 
instantly — to consumers. 
They behave like inside jokes 
for communities on the in-
ternet and are extremely apt 
to social media and have 
enormous potential to be-
come viral, reaching wide 
audiences.

Though memes might 
be celebrated as original, ef-
fective, efficient, funny and 
simple means of communi-
cating via the internet, they 
have one fundamental flaw: 
there is no emphasis on truth 
or accurate information. Me-
mes can convey any opinion 
or feeling on almost any sub-
ject, but delivering essential, 
factual information is nearly 
impossible when considering 
the fact that they can just as 
easily convey false informa-
tion.

One Washington Post ar-
ticle covers a man, Christo-
pher Blair, who creates and 
delivers blatantly false me-
mes to spread to right-wing 
social media users. He also 
simultaneously runs another 
page, which he uses to make 
fun of those who believed 
the false information on the 
other page and is geared to 
left-wing users, collecting a 
monthly $15,000 advertise-
ment revenue from his pages 
and appeasing both sides of 
the political spectrum.

In one “meme,” Blair cir-
cled a black woman and a 
white woman behind Pres-
ident Donald Trump at a 
White House ceremony and 
accompanied it with text: 
“President Trump extended 
an olive branch and invited 
Michelle Obama and Chel-
sea Clinton. They thanked 
him by giving him ‘the finger’ 
during the national anthem. 
Lock them up for treason!”

Not only were the women 
circled certainly not Obama 
or Clinton, they were also 
not giving Trump “the fin-
ger.” Despite this, the image 
still resonated with a signif-
icant number of people and 
circulated through right-
wing sectors of social media. 
For every person laughing at 
inaccurate information deliv-
ered through memes, there 
seems to be another spread-
ing it as truth.

It is also interesting to 
ponder, from a cultural 
standpoint, how and why we 
have embraced memes as the 
language of the internet. 

A Medium article con-
siders memes to represent a 
“Neo-Dadaism” movement 
characterized by absurdist 
humor, sparked by a similar 
desire of the Dadaists. While 
Dadaism used absurdism, 
surrealism and humor to at-
tempt to cope with frustra-
tions following World War 
I, memes today tend to cope 

with “generational disillu-
sionment in relation to the 
absurd modern-day issues 
we face” and represent a 
movement “centered around 
absurdism and, essential-
ly, deliberate confusion and 
nonsense.”

By considering Dadaism, 
its inspirations and its ap-
plications, we can begin to 
understand the cultural phe-
nomenon at play. Perhaps 
memes have always been 
culturally relevant, but have 
taken on a more specific role 
in conjunction with the in-
ternet.

This historical consider-
ation is fascinating and al-
lows us to ascertain that, as 
a collective society, we are 
responding to chaotic times 
with chaotic humor. But me-
mes are not simply artistic 
renderings to exhibit our de-
sire for change — they have 
the potential to have real, se-
rious consequences. 

Pepe the Frog, a charac-
ter created to generally con-
vey melancholy and sadness, 
became popular on social 
media, especially the web-
site 4Chan. The frog was 
drawn in several variations 
and original characters were 
called “rare Pepes.” One of 
these memes was a Nazi Pepe 
and quickly gained main-
stream attention, and the 
frog was decried as a symbol 
of white supremacists and the 
alt-right. At one point on the 
2016 campaign trail, Trump 
retweeted a Pepe meme and 
faced criticism from Hillary 
Clinton, who denounced his 
use of the image. 

It is, perhaps, absurd that 
a poorly drawn, sad cartoon 
frog managed to be exclusive-
ly tied to white supremacy, 
but nonetheless the situation 
illustrates the representation-
al power memes have gained 
in society. Pepe also acted 
as a catalyst for supremacist 
groups to gain mainstream 

traction in cyberspace, as the 
character, hashtags and pub-
lic recognition allowed the 
meme to reach wide audienc-
es on many platforms.

This is not to say memes 
are inherently harmful, and 
understanding the rise of 
memes as a communicative 
strategy and cultural phe-
nomenon can be beneficial. 
But it is clear that they have 
the potential to spread false 
or hateful information more 
efficiently and conveniently 
than accurate information 
presented in news articles, 
for instance. It is also appar-
ent that memes are not going 
anywhere anytime soon and 
have become embedded in 
online discourse.

It is difficult to point the 
finger only at memes, how-
ever. Shouldn’t citizens be 
responsible for knowing that 
false information crudely 
presented in doctored stock 
photographs and distributed 
by untrustworthy and un-
known sources is false? Is this 
a reasonable expectation?

Memes are a great way to 
represent specific, humor-
ous circumstances and have 
the potential to bring online 
communities together, make 
quick and snappy critiques 
and have even brought in a 
cultural movement that we 
can begin to understand by 
considering Dadaism’s role 
in history. But their power 
should not be underestimat-
ed. 

Every person should keep 
in mind that memes, ulti-
mately, have more communi-
cative power than books, ar-
ticles and videos, since their 
messages can be processed 
and shared within seconds. 
Until something even more 
concise, satirical, absurd, 
ironic and efficient gains 
traction, we all must keep 
these things in mind and 
meme responsibly. 

There are all sorts 
of arguments about 
wage discrimination, 
but a winning team 
brings more revenue 
into an organization, 
and therefore should 
be compensated.”

—TAYLOR RENK
Class of 2020, 

Allegheny College
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Tips to make 
the best of study 
abroad programs

ADVERTISEMENT

PLAZA COIN LAUNDRY
18915 Park Avenue

Part-time laundry attendant (evenings)
Clean and customer service

Apply in person
Must have reliable transportation
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1. Do your homework. 

Your time abroad is limited. The 
last thing you will want to do when 
you arrive is stick your head in a 
travel guide. Have a good sense of 
the places you want to see before you 
travel. That being said, do not over-
plan. Spontaneity makes for great ad-
ventures and priceless memories. 

2. Pack light. 

You need less than you think. Make 
sure you have the essentials, like a 
raincoat and socks, but you do not 
need that fourth pair of shoes. What-
ever you pack, you are responsible 
for lugging it around on your adven-
tures. You will be glad you left that 
extra pair of jeans at home. 

3. Do not be afraid to make new 
friends. 

Since study abroad programs only 
last for a limited amount of time, it 
is easy to keep to yourself or just 
hang out with the one friend you 
know from class. However, these pro-
grams provide students with stories 
they will share with their grandchil-
dren. Do not be afraid to create those 
memories with new people. 

4. Being homesick is normal. 

Even though you were marking 
down the days until your flight, it is 
okay if at some point in the trip, you 
wish you were home. You will not be 
the only student missing your own 
bed or the family dog. Everyone starts 
to miss home at some point, whether 
they care to admit it or not. 

5. Just say “yes.” 

While it is still important to be cau-
tious during a study abroad experi-
ence, make sure you are making the 
most of your time. Do not be afraid to 
venture out of your comfort zone to 
try new food, practice your language 
skills or see something new. Studying 
abroad can be scary, but who knows 
when you will get the opportunity 
again? Make sure your fears are not 
holding you back from having the ad-
venture of a lifetime. 

An international showcase

By HANNAH SCHAFFER
Science/International Editor
schafferh@allegheny.edu

Crepes, currywurst and Ka-
hoot were all used to celebrate 
culture at Allegheny College’s 
International Open House. 

The Max Kade Inter-
national Wing, located in 
North Village 1-C, hosted 
an open house for students 
on Wednesday, April 24, at 7 
p.m. Students received a taste 
of French, Spanish, Chinese, 
Arabic and German culture 
through food, music and 
games.

“Our goal tonight is to give 
everybody a sense of what 
the international community 
on campus is and how we all 
come together,” said Saman-
tha Keane-Paul, ’21. 

Keane-Paul is a current 
resident of the German house 
within the Max Kade Interna-
tional Wing. 

The German house served 
currywurst, a typical German 
street food and french fries. 

“It has been a lot of fun just 
preparing everything and get-
ting ready,” Keane-Paul said. 
“We’ve been really looking 
forward to having this event.” 

The entrances to North 
Village 1-C were kept open, 
allowing students to come 
and go from the event as they 
pleased. In addition, the doors 
to the various housing units 
inside the wing were propped, 
encouraging students to ven-
ture from one apartment to 
another. 

Crafts and Kahoot games 
were located in the lobby of 
the building, central to all the 
different dining options. 

Residents of the Max Kade 
International Wing also wan-
dered throughout the build-
ing, immersing themselves 
in different cultures and con-
necting with other students. 

“It is really fun to do 
events,” said Olivia Spinelli, 
’19. “We all live our separate 
lives, but when we do events, 
we all get together.” 

Spinelli was not the only 

student who was looking for-
ward to the open house.  

“I’m looking forward to 
the German food because it 
is a little piece of home,” said 
Josephine Thierhoff. 

Thierhoff is an exchange 
student from Germany, who 
extended her time abroad at 
Allegheny. Originally, Thi-
erhoff was going to study at 
Allegheny during the fall of 
2018. 

However, Thierhoff ex-
plains that she loved Alleghe-
ny so much that she extended 
her stay an additional semes-
ter. 

“I extended my stay, ac-
tually,” Thierhoff said. “I was 
supposed to be here for one 
semester, and I extended my 
stay for an extra semester.” 

During her time at Allegh-
eny, Thierhoff has been living 
in the International Interest 
House.

The International Interest 
House is one of six Max Kade 
housing units, and is the only 

unit that does not have a lan-
guage requirement. The other 
housing units include Span-
ish, Chinese, French, German 
and the MENA house, which 
focuses on Middle Eastern, 
North African and Arabic 
cultures. 

The French housing unit 
made crepes to accompany 
the currywurst being served 
down the hall. 

“(The residents of the 
French house) make crepes 
and we love it,” Olivia Spinelli, 
’19 said. “Seeing other people 
try it is the most fun thing.” 

Sharing food is just one 
way the Max Kade Interna-
tional Wing works towards 
being successful towards its 
overarching goal. 

“It is a huge deal, to pre-
serve culture and share it,” 
Spinelli said.

The goal of the Max Kade 
International Wing was es-
tablished to promote cross 
cultural sharing and explora-
tion, according to Allegheny’s 
website. 

“It’s been a really great ex-
perience to have other people 
that are like speaking another 
language,” Keane-Paul said. 
“It is really special to be able 
to like share somebody else’s 
culture and their language.” 

Other students agree with 
Keane-Paul and also feel as 
though they have benefitted 
from living in the Max Kade 

International Wing. 
“Just living in this build-

ing in general has made me a 
more open-minded person,” 
said Emma Himelein-Wa-
chowiak, ’20. “I thought I 
appreciated France, but then 
living here, I feel really almost 
bonded with the country in a 
way I wouldn’t have been.” 

Hi mel e i n - Wa chow i a k 
also explained that living in 
the Max Kade housing units 
helped her with learning an-
other language. 

“It was really helpful to like 
practice what I was learning,” 
Himelein-Wachowiak said. 

While the international 
housing units hold a vari-
ety of events throughout the 
school year, it is rare that all 
the houses come together for 
one event. 

“We don’t usually do 
events with all the houses,” 
Himelein-Wachowiak said. “I 
really enjoyed having that col-
laboration and all having one 
goal together.” 

Hi mel e i n - Wa chow i a k 
and Spinelli both encouraged 
more students at Allegheny 
to get involved with different 
cultures through taking class-
es or participating in events 
hosted by the Max Kade In-
ternational Wing. 

“It is all about sharing tra-
dition,” Spinelli said. “It is a 
huge deal, to preserve culture 
and share it.”

Open house highlights Max Kade housing

HANNAH SCHAFFER/THE CAMPUS
Josephine Thierhoff and Celine El Hajj serve Emma Weissenfels, ‘19, and Amanda 
Hernandez, ‘21, during Allegheny College’s International Open House on Wednesday, 
April 24, 2019, in North Village 1-C Max Kade Internatioal Wing.

I really enjoyed having that collaboration and 
all having one goal together.” 

—EMMA HIMELEIN-WACHOWIAK 
Class of 2020, 

Allegheny College
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Hulings Hall is the embodiment of an 
idea that is destined to revolutionize 
every institution of learning in our 
country.” 

—THE CAMPUS NEWSPAPER
October 1880

ALLEGHENY SPACES
Historic Hulings Hall: A home and a haunting legend

MERRICK ARCHIVES DIGITAL IMAGES COLLECTION/ALLEGHENY COLLEGE
The original Hulings Hall stands in 1881, after being constructed in 1879, as the first on-campus residence hall for women, who were 
permitted to enroll at Allegheny College in 1870. 

By ELLIS GIACOMELLI
Features Editor
giacomellie@allegheny.edu

This story concludes a three-
part series highlighting the 
histories and functions of cam-
pus spaces at Allegheny Col-
lege. Hulings Hall was built 
in 1879 and served as the first 
on-campus residence hall for 
women after the college be-
came coeducational in 1870.

A gentleman caller may be re-
ceived from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
only on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays or Saturdays. Af-
ternoon horseback riding les-
sons are compulsory.

These rules, just two of six, 
constitute what it meant to be 
a “lady” living and studying at 
Allegheny College in 1880.

After the 1833 founding 
of the Oberlin Collegiate 
Institute in Oberlin, Ohio, 
now called Oberlin College, 
other American colleges and 
universities began to admit 
women into higher education 
programs. 

Allegheny College first ad-
mitted women in 1870, with 
the first graduates unable to 
receive the same type of un-
dergraduate degrees as their 
male contemporaries. By the 
1880s, the accomplishments 

of graduating women were 
recognized with formal de-
grees.

Initially, women enrolled 
at Allegheny were not resi-
dential students, and campus 
culture shifted when Hulings 
Hall was constructed on the 
western edge of campus in 
1879, with funds from Marcus 
Hulings, regional oil man and 
college trustee.

“Hulings Hall is the em-
bodiment of an idea that is 
destined to revolutionize ev-
ery institution of learning in 
our country,” The Campus re-
ported in October 1880. “It is 
more than a home for young 
ladies; its walls stand as evi-
dence of the successful oper-
ation of coeducation.”

The Council of Indepen-
dent Colleges’ Historic Archi-
tecture Project notes Amer-
ican architect Jacob Snyder 
as the Hulings designer, and 
expansions in 1905 and the 
1920s, produced a four-sto-
ry dormitory with an indoor 
gymnasium. By 1941, the 
capacity of Hulings near-
ly tripled with the additions 
of Brooks and Walker Halls. 
Today, four main sections — 
Hulings, Brooks, Walker and 
Walker Annex, which was 
added in 1962 — comprise 

the residential and dining 
strip along Park Avenue.  

The 19th century design 
and 20th century updates and 
additions are starkly differ-
ent, according to Allegheny 
Professor of English Jim Bul-
man, who described the orig-
inal Hulings as Victorian. The 
large windows of Hulings can 
still be found on the Brooks 
facade, but the characteristic 
white columns of Brooks do 
not reflect the more ornate, 
less imposing style of the 
southern, Hulings end of the 
four-section structure. And as 
Brooks transitions to Walker 
and Walker Annex, the win-
dows become smaller, more 
reflective of mid-20th century 
style. 

“If they ever are mak-
ing changes (to Hulings), I 
hope they don’t modernize it 

much,” Bulman said.
At the start of the fall 

1880 semester, an initial eight 
rooms had been furnished 
by local churches and indi-
viduals, including women 
from Ohio and Ida Tarbell, 
who completed her Alleghe-
ny undergraduate studies in 
1880. Additional rooms had 
been “supplied with furni-
ture already in the hands of 
the board of trustees, so that 
there will be no lack of ac-
commodations for all the fair 
daughters who may seek an 
education within these classic 
halls,” The Campus reported 
in 1880.

At the time, white women 
were permitted to take class-
es, but strict residential rules 
were enforced, and it wasn’t 
until the 20th century that 
women were granted more in-

stitutional freedom and men 
and women began to interact 
regularly on campus. 

Hulings Hall and a pair of 
students became central fig-
ures of an Allegheny legend 
by the mid-20th century, af-
ter the additions of Brooks 
and Walker. Bulman was ap-
proached some 15 years ago, 
he recalled, to narrate an ex-
cerpt from the 1998 book, 
“The Painted Door, Ghost 
Stories of Allegheny College,” 
as part of a Northwest Penn-
sylvania Heritage project. 

“Whenever I was given 
that (excerpt) to read, I had 
never heard of this,” Bulman 
said.

The pair of students, a cou-
ple, was interested in growing 
a future together after their 
time at Allegheny, and as part 
of a Greek tradition, the male 
student, a member of a cam-
pus fraternity, was tasked with 
climbing the Brooks facade to 
the Brooks balcony to pin his 
love, known to some as Sarah. 
The name Karen has also been 
used by students and campus 
community members to refer 
to the woman of the couple, 
who lived in Hulings Hall. 

Sarah’s lover fell to his 
death during his attempted 
ascent.

“She decided that without 
him, her life was no longer 
worth living,” Bulman reads 
from “The Painted Door.” 
“Sarah hanged herself out of 
the third floor window of her 
Hulings room, reunited with 
her beloved once again.”

“The Painted Door” con-
tinues and describes the ex-
periences of later residents of 
Hulings and Brooks, which 
include hearing strange nois-
es, seeing strange shadows 
and reading “Sarah” written 
in frost on the windows of 
Hulings. 

Bulman expressed disbe-
lief in the rumored ghost of 
Sarah, and instead focused on 
the prominent role of Hulings 
in the college’s early coeduca-
tion roots. The Alleghenian of 
Allegheny College, the insti-
tution’s first annual publica-
tion, which made way for the 
establishment of the Kaldron 
yearbook in 1888, celebrated 
the hall and the women who 
were allowed to call it home.  

“Now, peace and plen-
ty, harmony and happiness, 
comfort and content beam 
from every window in Hul-
ings Hall,” The 1881 Allegh-
enian reads. “May she in the 
future add all glory, honor 
and virtue to herself.”

MERRICK ARCHIVES DIGITAL IMAGES COLLECTION/ALLEGHENY COLLEGE
Left: A group of Allegheny College students, dressed as nuns, sit on the steps of Hulings Hall in 1889. A sign reads “Convent/No boys allowed/Coeducation is a failure” in 
protest of the college’s sexist rules and restrictions that governed its newly enrolled female students. Right: A group of students stand on the steps of Hulings Hall in 1890.
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Trash to Fashion
Allowing students to strut down the catwalk in a different kind of style, Allegheny College’s Stu-
dents for Environmental Action held a Trash to Fashion Show on Saturday, April 20, in the Hen-
derson Campus Center lobby. Students were able to choose from waste materials either provided 
by SEA or materials they collected themselves, or they could pick from the rack of trash that was 
donated by Meadville businesses, according to Allegheny’s website. 

The Trash to Fashion Show was open to anyone willing to model their most creative, trashiest 
outfits. The event, according to Allegheny’s website, was organized to reinforce sustainability on 
Allegheny’s campus and to encourage students to consider the college’s environmental ethics as 
well as personal environmental ethics.

Photos by EMILY RICE/THE CAMPUS
Top: Luis Mendoza, ’22, walks the runway at the Trash to Fashion Show Saturday, April 20, 2019, in 
the Henderson Campus Center lobby. The show was hosted by Students for Environmental Action as 
a way to bring campus sustainability to life.
Left: Noah Jang, ’20, poses on the runway of the SEA Trash to Fashion Show. 
Above: Participants in the SEA Trash to Fashion Show line the stage displaying original outfit cre-
ations.

At home with the queen
By LAUREN TRIMBER
Features Editor
trimberl@allegheny.edu

“If you surrender to the air, you can 
ride it.”

Novelist Toni Morrison’s quota-
tion, written in bright white lettering 
against a dark background, appears 
on screen for one quiet moment, 
before the image snaps to a grainy 
video of a desert landscape. Slowly, 
the sound of an audience cheering 
grows in the silence that held Morri-
son’s words, and the unapologetical-
ly loud, brash account of Beyoncé’s 
concert begins. 

Released through Netflix, 
“Homecoming” not only shows two 
of Beyoncé’s concerts, but the work 
she and her backup performers put 
into the show that originally took 
place for Coachella in 2018. In a 
manner reminiscent of the record-
ings of Queen’s iconic 1985 Live Aid 
performance, the film captures the 
blood-pumping thrill of a live con-
cert. 

Although “Homecoming” begins 
quietly, it quickly bursts into the 
electric activity of a Beyoncé concert 
— she first appears on a catwalk to 
blaring trumpets, wearing a dazzling 
outfit that would suit royalty. What 
make her introduction truly unique, 
however, are the semi-frequent cuts 
to other angles and forms of film.

For most of Beyoncé’s entrance 
onto a stage with a towering back-
drop of lights, she walks toward the 
camera with her unique flare. Sud-
denly, the film cuts the audience 
view of the superstar — immediately, 
the screen turns grainy, something 
straight out of a 1970s Bob Dylan 

recorded performance. The change 
is so quick it’s nearly imperceptible, 
but the effect is impressive. The brief 
moment makes this new Beyoncé 
concert documentary nostalgic, an 
effect Beyoncé seems well-aware of, 
as she draws from those same nos-
talgic emotions throughout the film.

Beyoncé officially opens her con-
cert after a noticeably fast costume 
change — from the elegantly com-
plicated look of royalty to the more 
simplistic high school sweetheart 
outfit — and begins to sing in front 
of a shimmering cascade of fire, 
several rows of backup dancers and 
to the first notes of her classic song 
“Crazy in Love.”

And so begins her performance.
It’s one full of energy, made better 

by the stage’s set-up as a pseudo-high 
school stadium, allowing Beyoncé 
to move easily around her backup 
dancers and marching band. The 
two separate Coachella performanc-
es are expertly cut together to make 
the film appear as if it only depicts 
one. The only clear sign that viewers 
are watching different nights is the 
change in color in Beyoncé’s outfit — 
in one shot, she wears bright yellow, 
while the next shot features the same 
outfit in hot pink.

Following her energetic open-
ing number, Beyoncé slowly climbs 
down the steps of the constructed 
high school stadium and, again, the 
camera changes into the old, grainy 
film of a time long-past. Similar to 
the beginning of the documentary, 
the change is effective. It clues au-
diences into a secret: They are not 
watching a typical concert docu-
mentary. They are watching some-
thing historic — they have been giv-

en the chance to see what became an 
iconic performance in well-thought 
out film tricks and techniques.

The grainy images fade easi-
ly into a black screen, interrupted 
only by a recording of singer Nina 
Simone, who explains the need she 
sees for black power and pushing 
young people to identify with their 
black culture. As a member of the 
most beautiful people in the world, 
Simone says, her job is to persuade 
young black people “by hook or by 
crook” to be aware of who they are 
and where they came from. Simone 
speaks over footage of Beyoncé and 
her backup performers preparing 
for her Coachella performance, and 
Simone promises to compel other 
black people to know and love their 
past by whatever means necessary.  

Simone’s narration fades away, 
leaving her powerful final line lin-
gering over footage of Beyoncé dis-
cussing her rehearsal with people 
off-camera. When she learns she 
has an hour and a half left with her 
dancers, she immediately stands and 
instructs everyone to run through 
the rehearsal again — to strive to be 
better, by whatever means necessary.

As Beyoncé encourages her back-
up performers to work harder, to 
keep trying, the film shows footage 
of different groups of dancers and 
musicians laughing and working to-
gether throughout rehearsal. The in-
tentional shift of focus from Beyon-
cé to all the people working with her 
reflects the desire Beyoncé expresses 
during her own turn with narration. 
For a long time, Beyoncé explains, 
she has wanted to give all people the 
chance to do what they want, and 
her documentary solidifies the fact 

that she has achieved her goal. 
Even with the impressive stage 

and incredible choreography, 
Beyoncé’s powerful vocals easily 
stand out as the film’s highlight. 
Her easy, towering stage pres-
ence only adds to her talent — 
she knows exactly which songs 
her audience wants, the songs 
they’re expecting and the per-
fect way to introduce each one. 
The hypnotic way Beyoncé 
captures her audience is sur-
passed only by the sweet, 
quiet interruptions between 
concert segments — a sty-
listic choice that, done 
poorly, could have ruined 
the flow of the entire doc-
umentary. Instead, each inter-
ruption makes the concert scenes so 
much more enjoyable and so much 
more appreciated. 

During the culmination of the 
concert, the film cuts to a black and 
white video of seven-year-old Blue 
Ivy Carter singing softly, with Be-
yoncé dipping into frame every once 
in a while to support her daughter 
and whisper the words she needs to 
know. After her brief performance, 
Blue Ivy smiles at her mother and 
says she wants to sing again. She says 
singing feels good. 

Again, the film places focus on 
everyone — from backup dancers 
to musicians to people like Blue Ivy 
who give nothing but unerring sup-
port — involved in the conert, while 
Beyoncé explains how happy she is 
to take her ideas and inspire people. 
Again, she proves that the people she 

hopes to inspire is anyone, everyone.
As the final section of old footage 

plays, Beyoncé and her perform-
ers finally prepare for the concert 
behind a beautifully grainy layer of 
film, where lights flash and flare next 
to each performer, making the imag-
es hazy with memory. 

The grainy footage snaps into 
the sharp, high-definition recording 
of the concert, and Beyoncé begins 
her final number. She’s changed into 
a sparkling one-piece as she begins 
singing one of her most iconic songs 
“Love on Top.”

The final shot of the concert pulls 
back from the stage, back from the 
crowd, showing the scope of the en-
tire event. It’s huge, it’s impactful, it’s, 
as Beyoncé had hoped, inspirational. 
And it’s all for the people.
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Sports Editor
walkerw@allegheny.edu

As Allegheny College prepares for 
the inauguration of President-elect 
Hilary Link on July 1, the athletics 
and fitness department must say 
goodbye to one of its biggest sup-
porters: President Jim Mullen.

Director of Athletics and Rec-
reation Bill Ross said Mullen is 
known for regularly attending ath-
letic events, saying that he has always 
been supportive in both victory and 
defeat.

“There’s just that sense that I 
think everyone who saw him and 
his presence there knew, and they 
wanted to perform as well as they 
possibly could for him,” Ross said. 
“I think that had a huge impact on 
our athletic programs over the years 
knowing that he was one of the big-
gest supporters that we had.”

Mullen, who described his “very 
special affinity for athletics,” talked 
about how student-athletes reflect 
what is good about Allegheny Col-
lege.

“I think our student-athletes re-
flect the increased diversity of our 
campus; I think that they represent 
the increased geographic reach of 
our college,” Mullen said. “I think 
our students who are athletes re-
flect the wider student body in many 
ways in terms of who they are.”

Assistant Athletic Director for 
Communications and Media Rela-
tions Sean King, who started work-
ing at Allegheny on Nov. 26 2018, 
discussed Mullen’s involvement 
during his time here. King said he 
frequently spots Mullen in the David 
V. Wise Center with a smile on his 
face and an outstretched hand. He 
said it has been an honor to get to 
know him.

“President Mullen has proven, in 
his time at Allegheny College, to be 
a great leader, not just for athletics,” 
King said. “He’s been a valued sup-
porter of the athletic department 
but just a tremendous leader on the 
campus as a whole and that has car-
ried over into athletics.”

During Mullen’s presidency, 
women’s field hockey and men’s la-
crosse have been added to the varsity 
sports roster and will take the field 
next year for the first time in Allegh-
eny history. The implementation of 
these teams has raised the number 
of varsity sports to 21.

“It’s not as easy as just hiring two 
coaches and adding sports,” Ross 
said. “Our facilities need some im-
proving, some upgrades in order to 
accommodate those extra students, 
and thus this is what it’s going to 
take, and, to the tune of $2 million, 
we get these beautiful facilities and 
these upgrades. So that’s a huge con-
tribution.”

Ross said Mullen has been very 
good at listening to the obstacles that 
the athletic administration has faced 
during his tenure. 

“(The addition of the new teams) 
puts us in a very good, competitive 
light within the conference,” Ross 
said. “We were one of the few schools 
in the conference that did not have 
those two sports.” 

Ross said the addition of the new 
sports will put the college in the run-
ning for the Dennis M. Collins All-
Sports Trophy, which involves the 
combination of the scores of each 
team in a college that participate 
in the North Coast Atlantic Con-
ference. Ross pointed out the other 
coaches’ excitement about the new 
teams, which finally puts the college 
in contention for the trophy.

Before the start of a men’s basket-
ball game against the Wabash Little 
Giants, on Feb. 1, it was announced 
that the performance arena in the 
Wise Center was renamed the James 
H. Mullen Jr. Arena. Mullen was 
moved by the surprise, describing 
the wonderful evenings and after-
noons spent there during his Allegh-
eny tenure.

“I think what made it most pow-
erful for me was to look up into the 
stands and see all those students 
there, and it was very moving for me 
because I love our students,” Mullen 
said. “Our students inspire me every 
day, and to see you all gather there 
meant more to me than I could ever 
say, and of course, to share the night 
with Mari and Frankie and James 
made it just overwhelming.”

The Gators beat the team ranked 14 
in the nation by a 12 point margin. The 
team went on to clinch a playoff spot for 
the first time since the 2014-15 season.

“The energy in that gym was some-
thing that I don’t think I’ll ever forget,” 
Mullen said.

Ross, who fully supported the re-
naming of the Wise Center once the 
idea was brought to his attention, 
believed it was a perfect fit. Marking 
Mullen’s famous spot in the arena near 
the locker rooms, where Ross recalled 
him standing during his 11-year ten-
ure as president, was a special treat for 
Ross.

“That was one of the things that 
struck me the most about him was 
that I would see him standing in that 
spot, waiting for the teams to come 
off the floor, to give them a high 
five, to give them a hug, whether it’s 
congratulatory or it’s to say, ‘we’ll get 
them next time,’ he was there,” Ross 
said.

Ross discussed how the renaming 
of the gym was fitting because that’s 
where Mullen has been most visible.

“What’s so cool about it is it’s not 
only the James H. Mullen Arena, but 
lovingly called Jim’s Gym,” Ross said. 
“That is awesome. It’s a great nick-
name to have for a gymnasium.”

Mullen recalled hundreds of 
memories about the athletics pro-
gram. Watching Arnold Palmer in-
teract with the golf team when he 
received an honorary degree, seeing 
the football program reestablishing 
itself and admiring the cross country 
team as one of  the best in the coun-
try, are a few of the countless points 
of pride Mullen elaborated on.

“I could go (through) every sport 
and have a moment of pride,” Mul-
len said. “That’s the magic of Divi-
sion III for me, that you have young 
people who are not only passionate 
about athletics, but they’re passion-
ate about their studies.”

Mullen believes Division III, at its 
best, is young people who are good 
students, but compete “in a way 
that reflects the excellence of the 
institution.” He hopes that after his 
departure that the college continues 
recruiting coaches committed to the 
best of Division III and students who 
are, first and foremost, students.

Mullen stated that both he and 
his wife Mari will continue to attend 
athletic events when possible follow-
ing his retirement.

“We look forward to returning 
to Allegheny often,” Mullen said. 
“When we do, we will be attending 
plays, and we will be attending col-
lege events, and certainly within 
there, given our love of athletics and 
sports, we will be attending games.”

Ross shared similar feelings, hop-
ing Mullen will visit and attend col-
lege events often.

“I hope they make it back to 
Meadville often enough to attend the 
games,” Ross said. “I’m sure we’ll see 
him at some of the road games, that’s 
for sure.”

Although he might not be able to 
make every game in the future, Mul-
len emphasized his faith in his suc-
cessor, Link.

“She has a wonderful under-
standing of what a residential lib-
eral arts community is about and I 
know someone who recognizes and 
applauds the role that athletics plays 
in our residential campus,” Mullen 
said. “You’re gonna see Dr. Link at 
games, you’re going to see her bring-
ing the same kind of passion to all 
facets of Allegheny life that I hope I 
brought.”

Ross anticipates meeting the new 
president by showing her the athlet-
ic facility enhancement plan, which 
he described to be a master plan on 
what the athletics staff wishes to ac-
complish with the athletic facilities.

“We’ll be able to have the oppor-
tunity to sit down and look at where 
we are, where we want to go, and pick 
her brain on that and kind of what 
she wants to do because ultimately 
it’s up to her,” Ross said. “I think the 
goal right now is, just once she gets 
in here, to have those opportunities 
to take a look at our road map.”

As Mullen concludes his final se-
mester as president of the college, 
he plans to remain fully supportive 
of the athletics programs into his re-
tirement.

“Thank you to our student-athletes 
for the joy that they have given me,” 
Mullen said. “I’ve always been proud 
of them in victory or in defeat because 
of who they are. You’re remarkable 
young people and I’m always honored 
to be with you at games or anywhere 
else on our campus.”
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There are 13 club sports of-
fered at Allegheny College, 
each bringing something 
unique to campus. One of the 
sports offered that some may 
not be familiar with is fenc-
ing, but the students involved 
would encourage more peo-
ple to participate.

“It’s like sword fighting 
without using really heavy 
swords,” member Katie 
Kramer, ’21, said. “It’s a good 
way to get exercise, and it’s a 
good way to meet new people 
who are passionate about this 
kind of thing.”

The team competes in 
competitions throughout the 
season, where its members 
aim to prove their skills and 
see their hard work pay off. 
The events they are involved 

in are spread out across the 
semester, so they allow the 
fencers to feel more at ease, 
especially during the home 
stretch of the semester.

“We are going to com-
petitions, but they are more 
spaced out and it’s not like 
we are officially in any type 
of conference or anything 
like that,” Kramer said. “We 
do have memberships, but we 
aren’t so focused on going to 
competitions Rather, we are 
more focused on having fun.”

The Allegheny Fencing 
Club is back in full force now, 
but there was a time when the 
club was nonexistent on cam-
pus, and both current and for-
mer members are more than 
happy to keep the spirit and 
excitement of the club going 
strong.

“We had a fencing club 
back in the 80s when I was 
a student, and for a couple 

years after I was a student, but 
when I came back on campus 
to start teaching in 1996, the 
club no longer existed,” said 
Tomas Nonnenmacher, pro-
fessor of economics and for-
mer fencing club member.

Nonnenmacher, with the 
help of others, ensured the 
club would live on at the col-
lege, and students have con-
tinued to express interest in 
the sport over the years.

“In about 2000, Steven 
Lyons, who was a professor 
in the history department, 
wanted to get into fencing and 
asked me if I would co-advise 
the club,” Nonnenmacher 
said. “So from that point on, 
we basically started the club 
up again.”

Nonnenmacher empha-
sized the reality of many stu-
dents not knowing much, if 
anything, about fencing when 
they arrive on campus and 

said the sport is different from 
others.

“It’s pretty obscure, so my 
best way to sell the sport to 
new students is that people of-
ten say it is like physical chess 
where it’s very athletic and it’s 
also very cerebral at the same 
time,” Nonnenmacher said. 
“It’s very high energy. You’re 
always thinking, always trying 
to interpret what the opponent 
is doing, and it’s also a sport 
you can play your entire life.”

Students may wonder what 
the benefits and rewards are of 
joining the fencing club here 
on campus. Nonnenmacher 
explained the list of positives 
he believes students can get 
out of being part of the club.

“For students, it’s a place 
where it doesn’t matter what 
your level of ability is,” Non-
nenmacher said. “You can go 
and have fun and learn a new 
sport.”

The club also represents a 
way for students to become 
involved in their own little 
community. This support 
system is very important to 
members, new and old, of the 
fencing club.

“I think the community 
there is really nice because 
we’ve all come to know each 
other, so we are all super sup-
portive of one another, and we 
can also learn from each oth-
er’s mistakes and teach each 
other to be better,” Kramer 
said.

The fencing club represents 
an opportunity for students 
who want to branch out and 
enjoy more physical activity 
on campus. Emily McGurgan, 
’21, described what led her to 
decide to join the club.

“I wanted to do a more 
sports-like activity this year, 
because I didn’t do too much 
on that side last year, and so 

I went to the involvement 
fair and saw fencing was an 
option,” McGurgan said. “I 
wanted to do fencing when 
I was younger but I kind of 
chickened out, so I thought I 
might as well try it now.”

McGurgan emphasized 
the workout that members 
of the fencing team get when 
they compete. She cited it as 
a big selling point to students 
at Allegheny who don’t know 
much about fencing but are 
thinking about joining the 
club.

“If you’re looking for a 
workout, you definitely get 
that from fencing,” McGurgan 
said. “There’s a lot of leg work, 
and there’s also mental work, 
trying to figure out what your 
opponent will do, and it’s in 
some ways kind of like a mind 
game.”
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Above: President James Mullen braves cold weather to cheer on the Gators in a home football game 
against DePauw University on the Frank B. Fuhrer Field on Oct. 26, 2018.
Below: James Mullen and his wife, Mari Mullen, stand in the newly renamed James H. Mullen Jr. Arena 
at its unveiling on Feb. 1, 2019. 

Mullen reflects on favorite athletic memories




