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ASG talks retention,
Methodist Church

affiliation in meeting
By SARA HOLTHOUSE
News Editor
holthouses@allegheny.edu

The packed 301/302 room went in 
tandem with the packed budget at 
Allegheny Student Government’s 
latest general assembly meeting. 

ASG welcomed Dean of Curricu-
lum and Registrar Ian Binnington to 
discuss the plan to move away from 
using WebAdvisor, along with an 
update on student retention rates, at 
its general assembly at 7 p.m. Tues-
day, Nov. 19, in the Henderson Cam-
pus Center.

Binnington began with the Col-
lege’s plan to move away and replace 
WebAdvisor with a new, modern 
website that students would be able 
to use. 

“I got here in 2006,” Binnington 
said. “WebAdvisor was here in 2006. 
It was old technology at that point. 
… It predates most of your births, 
and we are going to replace it.” 

Binnington described the suc-
cessful beta testing of a new system 
that occurred the week before senior 
registration for the upcoming se-
mester opened. The new program is 
called “Self Service.” 

“It’s not a sexy name, I know, 
I didn’t pick it,” Binnington said. 
“That’s the name that came out of 
the box.”

Additionally, Binnington said 
there are more tests to be run and 
technological kinks to be worked 
out, but another full scale test will be 
conducted in April 2020 to prepare 
to have the system to be put in place 
for the Fall 2020 semester. 

The differences between the sys-
tems include all classes available in 
the upcoming semesters will be able 
to be seen at one time, along with a 
more efficient way to plan out sched-
ules, and a plan for faculty advisers 
to have a better idea of what their 
students are interested in registering 
for, according to Binnington. 

“The search functions in this are 
amazing,” Binnington said. “You 

know WebAdvisor, it works, every 
student gets registered. But it’s not 
pretty, and it’s not super functional. 
This is going to allow for dynamic 
searching. It will allow you to filter 
by major and key word, faculty, time 
and by a whole bunch of things that 
WebAdvisor sort of does but kind of 
doesn’t.” 

Binnington added that another 
goal of the new site is to reduce the 
amount of classes being added by 
paper add cards. 

“I looked, for last year, ’18 Fall 
(Semester), and ’19 Spring (Semes-
ter), the 1,700 of you added 14,000 
classes,” Binnington said. “There 
were 14,000 add operations. We did 
over 5,000 of them on paper.” 

Binnington said that although it 
will not be possible to move away 
from paper entirely, the goal is to 
reduce that 5,000 paper adds dra-
matically. Also, more of the advising 
process will be done online too, if 
everything works according to plan. 

“It’s going to be a little chaotic,” 
Binnington said. “There’s no way 
to implement a major new piece of 
software without testing it. We have 
tested it and we will test it (more), 
but one person testing it and 1,500 
people using it is not the same.”

Binnington then moved into the 
ways that the College is looking to 
increase retention rates for first- and 
second-year students. The current 
retention rate is up 4% from last year. 

Binnington emphasized that Al-
legheny is not unique in regards to 
retention rate, saying that Alleghe-
ny suffers from the same concerns 
as most colleges across the United 
States. He then listed groups of de-
mographics that were more likely 
to graduate at higher rates. The list 
included women, students who were 
not first generation, more academi-
cally prepared students and students 
who live closer to the college they are 
attending. 

EMILY RICE/THE CAMPUS
Top: Allegheny’s baseball team comes in first place at the SACC talent show in Shafer Auditorium on 
Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2019.
Above: Women’s Tennis shows off their talent and comes in second place at the SACC talent show in 
Shafer Auditorium on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2019.

Union bulletin in basement of Schultz Hall vandalized

By HANNAH SCHAFFER

News Editor

schafferh@allegheny.edu

Allegheny College contracts St. 
Moritz Building Services to help 
with all on-campus cleaning ser-
vices. 

“The workers who are employed 
by St. Moritz organized into a union 

— the Workers United Union,” said 
Andrew Bloeser, assistant professor 
of political science. 

The Workers United Union has 
a bulletin board in the basement of 
Schultz Hall that they use to post 
things such as pamphlets and liter-
ature about their rights as workers 
and the phone numbers of the shop 
stewards.

The shop stewards are union 
members who were elected by the 
other workers to represent them and 
help them navigate the workplace. 

At the beginning of October, 
Linda Gomma, the campus workers 
union representative, brought pins 
that read “union proud” to distribute 
to union members and left extras on 
the union’s board for members she 

could not reach directly. 
A few days later, Gomma received 

a call from one of the shop stewards 
informing her that the board had 
been vandalized. 

“Someone came in and ripped all 
that stuff down and spray painted 
on the board and spray painted over 
all the union buttons,” Bloeser said. 
“This was obviously very intention-

al, very deliberate. … Regardless of 
whether the person who did this had 
some political agenda or not, I think 
it was certainly bothersome and, 
perhaps, wounding.” 

Many members of the union were 
upset to find their board destroyed, 
since it is a vital part of their com-
munication.

Community members collaborate with employees for workplace representation

SACC holds annual athlete talent show

See RIGHTS   page 3
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“That is the national real-
ity,” Binnington said. “That 
is the reality across most 
colleges and universities (in 
the United States). Allegheny 
beats the national averages in 
just about every category. … 
But populations don’t retain 
— people do.” 

Binnington discussed 
some current and future plans 
the College is working on to 
improve first-year experience, 
which is being done under 
the direction of Associate 
Professor of English and Di-
rector of Writing Alexis Hart. 
New initiatives include bet-
ter advising for first years in 
their First-Year/Sophomore 
Program classes and housing 
first-years in four specific res-
idence halls. 

Binnington also described 
steps being taken in specific 
departments to “revamp” cur-
riculum and better help stu-
dents pass those classes, spe-
cifically the Chemistry and 
Math Departments. 

“This is not to inflate 
grades,” Binnington said. “It’s 
to think about how we can 
help students to be success-
ful.” 

Binnington ended his pre-
sentation by discussing ways 
to help and be more inclusive 
for non-traditional students 
who come to Allegheny. 

“What this basically comes 
down to at the end of the day 
is the implicit promise that 
we make to students when 
we admit them to Allegheny,” 
Binnington said. “It’s not a le-
gal promise, we’re not prom-
ising you that you’re going to 
graduate. But what we should 
be promising you is that if 
you put the effort in, then you 
have the opportunity to grad-
uate and be successful.” 

After Binnington’s presen-
tation, ASG moved into con-
stituent comments, where two 
main concerns were brought 
up. One concern was about 
a recent poster that was hung 

up around campus that made 
the use of a racial slur look 
like a joke. Another concern 
was the College’s decision to 
continue to be affiliated with 
the United Methodist Church 
after the passing of the Tradi-
tional Plan last year that ex-
cluded those in the LGBTQ 
community from being a part 
of the church. Constituents 
felt that remaining affiliat-
ed went against Allegheny’s 
statement of community, and 
that the financial implica-
tions of not being affiliated 
would be less than it would if 
LGBTQ students left the col-
lege. Some also did not feel 
comfortable telling members 
of that community that they 
should come to Allegheny.

Both issues were brought 
up multiple times during 
ASG’s cabinet reports. 

Director of Diversity and 
Inclusion Taylor Marzouca, 
’20, told the room about her 
recent meeting with President 
Hilary Link, where they dis-
cussed a possible placeholder 
to fix the affiliation problem 
for the time being.

“So there are some options 
that we are exploring,” Mar-
zouca said. “The main one 
that we are looking to have 
meetings with students on is 
the possibility of in the inter-
im, not as a long-term solu-
tion, but while we’re waiting 
to see if the church will split 
or stick with the decision, 
but we’re looking at affiliating 
with this other group that will 
branch off of the Methodist 
Church that is a group that is 
allied with the LGBTQ com-
munity. So we’re looking at 
that as a possible placehold-
er, but we’re very aware that 
that’s not a long term solution. 
We’re looking to see how stu-
dents feel about doing that.”

Marzouca also said that 
she has spoken with the In-
clusion, Diversity, Equity, Ac-
cess and Social Justice Center 
about the poster involving the 

racial slur, to see what they 
know about it and to see if she 
can find out more about the 
situation.

“This past week, there 
was an incident, kind of in 
reaction to another incident 
where there was a poster that 
was distributed but kind of 
not supposed to be distrib-
uted in some ways, describ-
ing who and in what ways 
the (racial slur) can be used,” 
Marzouca said. “We talked to 
the IDEAS center, and we will 
talk to them again to find out 
what exactly is going on. It’s 
not a great situation, we are 
trying to figure out how best 
to carry on considering this 
situation.”

Two resolutions were 
brought to ASG in Attorney 
General Brandon Zabo’s, ’22, 
report. The Birding Club’s res-
olution was approved for the 
second week, and the Work-
er’s Resolution was also ap-
proved. 

In the next report, Chief 
of Staff Jared McHale, ’20, 
discussed the possibility of 
moving Gator Day to Election 
Day. 

“(The College Commit-
tees Council) still has to vote 
and discuss this, but it’s only 
a week difference so there’s 
not a huge concern,” McHale 
said. “Though it does throw 
off their schedule a little bit.” 

Following McHale’s report, 
Co-Director of Student Af-
fairs Genesis Pena, ’22, said 

that the plan to have femi-
nine dispensers in the wom-
en’s bathrooms in the cam-
pus center has been backed 
up because of Physical Plant 
having to deal with the recent 
vandalism.

“Basically they are on 
backorder in Physical Plant 
because they have to deal 
with all of the recent vandal-
ism on campus, so Physical 
Plant is super swamped,” Pena 
said. “So until that starts to 
die down and Physical Plant 
has more availability, (the 
feminine-hygiene-product 
dispensers are) not going to 
go up.”

Following cabinet reports, 
each class reported on up-
coming events and plans, 
including getting printers 
in Ravine-Narvik Hall and 
partnering with the Wellness 
Committee.

In her Vice President’s 
report, Elyse Cinquino, ’20, 
gave an update on the print-
er points system, saying that 
each student got an addition-
al 2,000 points because of the 
system not officially being 
implemented where points do 
not roll over until this semes-
ter. 

Following Cinquino, 
President Jason Ferrante, 
’20, gave an update on the 
upcoming major concert, 
and announced the cabinet 
and senate members of the 
month. The cabinet member 
of the month for November 

was Marzouca, and the senate 
member was Ashley Leonard, 
’20. 

In unfinished business, 
the resolution on Indigineous 
People’s Day was passed. ASG 
senate members who helped 
earlier in the day with Talk 
About It Tuesday discussed 
situations that their constitu-
ents had brought to them, in-
cluding undercooked food at 
Brooks Dining Hall. Senators 
were advised by cabinet to tell 
constituents to respectfully 
talk to Parkhurst employees 
about this, and added that a 
lot of other problems needed 
to be told to individual resi-
dent assistants. 

In new business, the Unit-
ed Methodist Church was 
brought up once more. 

“One of the biggest ques-
tions is what is the College’s 
financial obligation to the 
United Methodist Church,” 
Ferrante said. “College Chap-
lain Jane Ellen Nickell is work-
ing to put together these exact 
numbers, but one number 
that I do have that specifical-
ly UMC gives to us is … a 1.1 
million dollar endowment, 
which generates $50,000 anu-
ally. That fund is not the en-
tirety of a professor’s salary, 
but that’s part of that profes-
sor’s salary. So that’s one of 
the concrete things I wanted 
to talk to you about today.” 

Ferrante reiterated the ear-
lier point of looking for inter-
im measures while policies 

are still being decided by the 
United Methodist Church, 
which will be meeting again 
in May 2020. During that 
May 2020 meeting, the Unit-
ed Methodist Church could 
split, resulting in an inclusive 
group with which Allegheny 
could affiliate.

A question was posed as 
to why the Board of Trustees 
is still waiting for action from 
students regarding the United 
Methodist Church decision 
after last year. 

“I can’t speak for the Board 
of Trustees,” Ferrante said. “I 
can answer for what we can 
do in our student body senate. 
… Whenever they are, please 
go to the community discus-
sions (about the United Meth-
odist Church affiliation), they 
will be really important in in-
forming us and the Trustees 
about about what the College 
administration (is planning).”

Another question was 
posed about what would hap-
pen to the scholarship stu-
dents receive from the United 
Methodist Church.

“These are all things that 
are being considered,” Mar-
zouca said. 

After a few more opinions 
were raised by constituents 
about the United Methodist 
Church and the flyer discuss-
ing the racial slur, the general 
assembly meeting closed at 
8:23 p.m. 

SARA HOLTHOUSE/THE CAMPUS
Allegheny Student Government prepares for its weekly general assembly meeting at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 19, 
2019 in the Henderson Campus Center room 301/302.
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By STEVEN HEINE
Contributing Writer
heines@allegheny.edu

George Yancy, Samuel Can-
dler Dobbs Professor of Phi-
losophy at Emory University, 
presented a talk titled “Black 
Gift Giving and the Return 
of White Backlash,” at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 14, at the Pa-
tricia Bush Tippie Alumni 
Center.

Glen Almon, ’22, has stud-
ied Yancy’s work since high 
school. In 2018, he took a 
class with Bill Bywater, pro-
fessor emeritus of philosophy 
at Allegheny, in which he en-
countered Yancy’s work.

“I read (Yancy’s work),” 
Almon said. “I loved it. It ac-
tually made me want to be a 
philosophy major, which I am 
now, and go into critical race 
studies.”

Yancy’s appearance was 
sponsored by the Bywater 
Family Fund for Social Justice 
programming. Bywater intro-
duced Yancy by comparing 
him to the famous Greek phi-
losopher Socrates, who was 
known for questioning pow-
erful people in the ancient 
Athenian society in which he 
lived.

“(Socrates) regarded him-
self as a kind of gadfly,” By-
water said. “He’d go around, 

speaking truth to powerful 
people. Or at least raising 
questions about their view 
— and often to their em-
barrassment. George Yancy 
definitely sees himself in that 
philosophical tradition.”

Yancy’s talk addressed 
the philosophical discourse 
around race in the context of 
a strand of thought known as 
“ideal theory.” In particular, 
Yancy paired the concept of 
parrhesia, or courageous and 
candid speech, with the idea 
of courageous listening.

“Along with courageous 
speech, or fearless speech, we 
need fearless or courageous 
listening, which I see is em-
bodied openness to have one’s 
assumptions shattered, one’s 
self fissured,” Yancy said. “To 
have one’s sense of ethical, 
epistemological, phenome-
nological, embodied and af-
fected certainties called into 
question. To have one’s self 
touched to the point of verti-
go, and perhaps even crisis.”

Yancy stressed the value 
of unsuturing, a term which 
he used to describe a radical, 
painful openness to the ev-
eryday contradictions and ag-
gressions in the lives of people 
of color. For Yancy, consider-
ing the finality of one’s death 
drives home the importance 
of ensuring life is as just as 

it can be for everyone in the 
current moment.

“The point here is that we 
ought to tarry with our fin-
itude, because this life, this 
moment, right here, right 
now, is perhaps all that we 
have,” Yancy said. “And if 
this is true, how does it, or 
how does that truth, move us 
ethically to think about race, 
and think about whiteness in 
there?”

One way in which Yancy 
saw the impact of racism on 
his life was summarized in his 
experiences after a letter he 
wrote was published in The 
New York Times called “Dear 
White America.” The intensity 
of backlash he received after 
the letter’s publication led to 
police being posted in all of 
his classrooms as a measure 
of protection.

“For that piece I received 
tons of white racist hate mail, 
really vitriolic, vitriolic white 
supremacist responses, in my 
university inbox, voicemail, 
even snail mail,” Yancy said.

Yancy discussed his view 
of a proposition suggested to 
him by Theo Shaw, a lawyer 
who, at one time, was con-
victed along with five other 
people for an alleged beating 
of a woman in Louisiana, a 
conviction considered to have 
been racially motivated. Shaw 

suggested to Yancy that being 
black in America sometimes 
felt like being on death row 
due to what he felt were fre-
quent racially motivated inci-
dents of police brutality. 

Yancy’s response was that 
while these incidents exposed 
a dark side of American life, 
there were many smaller, 
more common aggravations 
which were just as, if not even 
more, damaging.

“The examples given here 
are what I would call spectac-
ular examples of expressed or 
discursive embodied racism 
or whiteness,” Yancy said. “Yet 
there are other subtle forms 
— the everyday, quotidian 
forms of embodied whiteness 
that are still, yet violent and 
very overwhelming.” 

Yancy discussed how tra-
ditional philosophy had a 
problematic relationship with 
race. For instance, Yancy said 
philosopher Immanuel Kant 
believed that all people were 
born mostly white, but the 
dumber someone was, the 
darker their skin became.

“This is the brilliant Im-
manuel Kant, who believed 
that when you were born, 
if you were black, you were 
born white,” Yancy said. “So 
me, I was born as white as you 
at birth, according to Imman-
uel Kant.”

One way Yancy demon-
strates the pervasive nature of 
racism in modern society is 
by asking his white students 
to keep a journal of the racist 
incidents they experience in 
their daily lives. He said many 
students begin this project 
expecting their journals to be 
mostly empty by the end of 
the semester. However, this 
assumption often proves in-
accurate.

“Towards the end of the 
semester, all of my white stu-
dents were deeply shocked,” 
Yancy said. “In fact, by the 
end of the semester, they had 
to question their own sense 
of the synergy regarding the 
nonexistence of their own 
white racism. Some came 
away deeply troubled by the 
awareness that white racism is 
front and center within their 
families, social groups, in 
their dorms.”

The pervasive nature of 
white racism led Yancy to 
develop his central question, 
which he proposed in the talk.

“So let’s take a risk and pose 
this question,” Yancy said. 
“I think this is interesting. 
What if to be white in North 
America is to be a racist?” As 
a follow-up, Yancy asked if an 
inherently racist whiteness 
could ever be ethical.

One way in which Yancy 

sees this dynamic of racism 
play out is in the differing 
conceptions of white and Af-
rican-Americans of their be-
longing in public spaces.

“I argue that to walk on 
one’s campus, with that kind 
of gracefulness, is a form of 
white that has certain mean-
ings for my life as a form of 
death,” Yancy said. “So I am 
arguing that way of being 
white on a campus means that 
white people are taking the 
oxygen out of the air and that 
black people can’t breathe, 
that people of color can’t 
breathe.”

While Yancy said he most-
ly steers away from overly fac-
ile solutions, he said that for 
him, the most effective way to 
fix racism is for white people 
to dramatically confront fun-
damental contradictions in 
society.

“If black lives really matter 
to white people, I desire to see 
white people explode,” Yancy 
said. “To see their white rage 
turn against their white pow-
er and their white duplicity 
and their white dependency. 
I would like to see their white 
rage overflow in the streets 
of this nation, shouting that 
black lives matter, or rather 
yet, shouting white lives have 
mattered for far too long.”

Yancy presents lecture on white racism and backlash 

Allegheny beats the national averages in just 
about every category. ... But populations don’t 
retain, people do.”

—IAN BINNINGTON
Registrar and Dean of Cirriculum, 

Allegheny College
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CRIME BLOTTER

Editor’s Note: The weekly Crime Blotter is compiled using the Daily Crime Log available on the Office of 
Public Safety’s web page. Crimes reported may still be under investigation. 

Crimes listed below are collected the Thursday before publication.

Nov. 16, 2019
Theft
Prospect Street

Nov. 16, 2019
Alcohol Violation
Edwards Hall

Nov. 18, 2019
Trespass
Winslow Health Center

Meadville Tribune holds food drive

Nov. 19, 2019
Criminal Mischief
Delta Tau Delta

Nov. 19, 2019
Fondling
Delta Tau Delta

CORRECTION

In last week’s issue for Nov. 15, 2019 in the story “Orchesis performers prepare for dance tradition,” it was 
written that the show lasted until Sunday Nov. 17. 

The show went until Saturday Nov. 16. 

RIGHTS from page 1

We think of the Allegheny College community, 
and that includes all of us — that includes 
students, faculty and staff, and I think we 
should think of it even more broadly to 
encompass workers who might not necessarily 
be employed by the College, but who still do 
vital services.” 

—ANDREW BLOESER 
Allegheny College

HANNAH SCHAFFER/THE CAMPUS
Left: Volunteers help to set up for the day during the Meadville Tribune’s Second 
Harvest Food Drive on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2019.
Above: Student volunteers help distribute food during the Meadville Tribune Second 
Harvest Food Drive on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2019.

“I was really upset because 
(the bulletin board) is my 
communication with my co-
workers,” Jen Garnett said. “I 
am a third-shift union repre-
sentative steward, and that is 
how I communicate with my 
fellow workers.” 

In her five years working 
for St. Moritz, Garnett said 
this is the first time she has 
ever seen their board vandal-
ized. 

Half of the board was left 
unusable as a result of the 
vandalism, according to Gar-
nett.

“This is (the workers) 
community, too,” Bloeser 
said. “We think of the Allegh-

eny College community, and 
that includes all of us — that 
includes students, faculty and 
staff, and I think we should 
think of it even more broad-
ly to encompass workers who 
might not necessarily be em-
ployed by the college, but who 
still do vital services.”

Students from Bloeser’s 
course “Democracy for the 
Few” have been working to 
add campus workers to the 
College’s statement of com-
munity. Ashley Leonard, ’20, 
is one of the students work-
ing on amending Allegheny’s 
statement of community. 

“Our mission is to pass this 
resolution (through Allegh-

eny Student Government) in 
order to get the attention of 
college administrators,” Leon-
ard said. “This is just the first 
step in a long process that will 
continue in the new year.”

Students from the course 
are looking to add the word 
“classism” and the phrase “and 
contributions that all workers 
make through their labor” 
to the College’s statement of 
community.

“It is important that labor 
workers are respected and 
are a part of our community 
statement since they work on 
this campus and are a part of 
our campus,” Leonard said. 

College Democrats, Work-
ers United Union, the Admin-
istrative Advisory Committee, 
the Staff Advisory Committee 
and a select group of workers 
from McKinley’s Food Court 
and Brooks Dining Hall have 
provided written statements 
in support of amending the 
statement of community, ac-
cording to Leonard. 

In addition, Leonard said 
an online petition in support 
of amending the statement re-
ceived 200 signatures. 

“We actually had students 
coming up to our table and 

asking what they could do 
more on top of signing the 
document,” Leonard said. 
“We haven’t had any pushback 
from students wondering why 
we think the workers deserve 
this. I think there is a consen-
sus that they do deserve this.” 

Students in “Democracy 
for the few” followed the lead 
of students who formed a coa-
lition for labor and circulated 
a petition that received 600 
student signatures in sup-
port of reconsidering budget 
cuts that would affect campus 
workers, according to Bloeser.  

“Some of the students in-
volved in (the coalition for 
labor) — toward the end of 
their senior year before they 
graduated — they wanted to 
see if they could add some-
thing to the statement of com-
munity,” Bloeser said. “By the 
time students got around to 
crafting this, we kind of ran 
out of time at the end of last 
year, so some new students 
picked it up this year.”

Gomma hopes that the 
addition to the statement of 
community will help workers 
feel more apart of the campus 
community.

“The College doesn’t exist 

and doesn’t thrive without 
all of our work,” Bloeser said. 
“We need this kind of a state-

ment to say that all of us be-
long to this community and 
all of us will be respected.” 
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Teaching without preaching: 
Evolution within the classroom

Libraries become more necessary
in face of modern, digitized world

By MADISON RILEY
Contributing writier
rileym@allegheny.edu

Teaching Charles Darwin’s 
Theory of Evolution is not 
about changing beliefs. In 
the same way teaching stu-
dents of all religions about 
the history of Christiani-
ty or Judaism, for example, 
does not inherently include 
preaching that religion’s be-
liefs, the theory of evolution 
can be taught without being 
sermonized. 

Evolution is the change in 
organisms over generations. 
The theory of evolution is 
the idea that all organisms 
evolved from one original, 
single-celled organism near-
ly 4 billion years ago. Other 
ideas for the origin of life 
stem from religion, in which 
one or more god(s) creat-
ed life. Though the theory 
of evolution contradicts the 
ideas of the origin of life in 
many religions, it should still 
be taught in science classes. 

Evolution is a theory that is 
supported by an overwhelm-
ing amount of evidence. It 
is backed up by real-life ex-
amples, artifacts (fossils), re-
search and observations. Not 
only do the facts offer benefi-
cial information to students, 
but science teachers can use 
this example of research in 
explanations of the scientific 
method and how to conduct 
one’s own research. 

Educators are responsible 
not only for teaching stu-
dents, but teaching them how 

to learn as well. After being 
in school for over 14 years, I 
have done quite a bit of learn-
ing how to be a learner. This 
includes applying material I 
learned in school to real life, 
especially in science cours-
es. I would have been very 
confused in Advanced Place-
ment biology if all of the evo-
lution talk was cut from the 
curriculum, because I would 
have had no background in-
formation behind concepts 
such as why genetics are im-
portant or why humans are 
so similar to primates. 

There are so many ques-
tions that come about in life 
that cannot scientifically nor 
factually be explained with-
out the theory of evolution. 
The theory is not used to 
change people’s beliefs, but 
to explain biological and eco-
logical processes. Physical, 
tangible evidence, such as 
fossils or a bacteria’s antibi-
otic resistance, makes it hard 
to deny that evolution plays a 
role in real life. 

For example, antibiotic re-
sistance is an issue that scien-
tists are facing that affects ev-
eryone whether you believe 
in evolution or not. These 
“super bugs,” or antibiotic-re-
sistant bacteria, are harder 
to treat because they have 
evolved to survive the drugs 
and treatment we have used 
in the past. The only scientif-
ic explanation for this change 
in strength is evolution, and 
rejecting that idea is ignorant 
and potentially harmful.

Adults who reject even 
being open to this theory are 
unable to truly understand 
or accept the facts of life to-
day. Our youth should not 
grow up without this under-
standing of the world that is 
backed up by facts and ev-
idence, especially at a time 
of climate crisis and other 
real-world problems that can 
be understood through evo-
lution.

So many students are in-
terested in STEM and going 
into a scientific field in the fu-
ture. It is unfair to put any of 
these students behind others 
in this field due to a lack of 
coverage on one of the most 
fundamental aspects of life. 
By not teaching evolution in 
schools, future scientists are 
deprived of necessary knowl-
edge and understanding of 
real scientific processes.

Students should be re-
spected as learners and as 
free-thinking beings, and 
therefore should not be treat-
ed as if they cannot handle 
the idea of evolution or make 
their own educated deci-
sions. Parents and educators 
alike should trust students to 
learn and apply the material 
to their lives however they 
choose. 

Young people should not 
be taught to have a closed 
mind by omitting certain 
material from the curricu-
lum solely because it does 
not align with personal be-
liefs. Instead, we should have 
faith that these students will 

use the information they gain 
in school to make informed 
decisions about the world. 

If someone learns about 
the theory of evolution and 
still chooses to believe in 
their religion, which happens 
most of the time, then that is 
their choice as much as it is 
if they choose to change their 
beliefs. That is the beauty of 
living in a country where 
you have freedom of religion 
— there is a separation of 
church and state. 

The main reason people 
might oppose teaching evo-
lution in schools is for reli-
gious reasons. In the United 
States, there is a separation of 
church and state — therefore, 
by law, public schools cannot 
preach religion to students. 
Teaching the theory of evo-
lution has nothing to do with 
preaching to students, it is 
simply stating facts about re-
search and evidence that sup-
port a scientific theory. 

From here, many will ar-
gue that if evolution is taught 
in schools, religion should 
be as well. Personally, I think 
that’s a great idea. The histo-
ry of various religions would 
not only expose students to 
different cultures and points 
of view, but help with ideas of 
acceptance in diversity.

Though the theory of evo-
lution and ideas in religion 
may contradict each other, 
they are not totally exclusive 
to one another. Teaching evo-
lution in schools should not 
even be a question.

By TAYLOR RENK
Opinion Editor
renkt@allegheny.edu

A century ago, the oil indus-
try was one of the most dom-
inant in the world. With rapid 
industrialization taking place 
in the 19th century, oil was 
discovered as a new source of 
fuel, incentivizing companies 
to enter this market. During 
this period, getting your 
hands on oil was equivalent to 
getting your hands on gold — 
it was priceless.

Now, there is a new and 
upcoming market that is 
growing at a rapid pace — big 
data. It is the oil of the digi-
tal world, but unlike oil being 
used as a product, data is used 
to develop successful market-
ing campaigns. 

It might sound comical 
comparing the oil industry 
to data analysis, but this in-
dustry has completely taken 
advantage of consumer lives, 
whether we are aware of it or 
not, collecting information 
to more accurately target au-
diences, making companies 
more successful in the long 
run.  

For instance, have you ever 
wondered why stores con-
stantly ask you to sign up for 
reward cards? As idealistic as 
it would be for companies to 
genuinely want to save you 
money by incentivizing shop-
ping with rewards for a given 
amount spent, that isn’t their 
main purpose. 

When you activate a re-
wards card, your name, email 
and address are attached, 
which gives the company the 
ability to market their prod-
ucts to you both in the mail 
and digitally in your email. 
This is why your email is 
constantly filled with spam 
messages from your favorite 
stores. I’m sorry to say that 
you did that to yourself. 

But the marketing doesn’t 
stop with obtaining personal 
information. When you scan 
your rewards card, your name 
is attached to whatever you 
are about to purchase, and 
that data is collected and used 
to make predictions of other 
items you might be prone to 
buying. 

Target is an example of a 
large company using data to 
increase profitably. Target has 
made headlines for its usage 
of data to analyze custom-
er buying patterns or future 
tendencies. Forbes printed an 
article in 2012 titled, “How 
Target Figured Out a Teen 
Girl Was Pregnant Before Her 
Father Did,” uncovering how 
Target used purchases of a 
young girl to predict she was 
pregnant, resulting in ads for 
expecting mothers to be sent 
to her. 

Target uses a “pregnancy 
prediction score,” which is ba-
sically a score that is assigned 
based off of previously bought 
items that could correlate to 
pregnancy. What is even more 
mind blowing is that through 
analyzing collected data, Tar-
get can predict a due date 
which is incredibly accurate, 
allowing the company to send 
out coupons within specific 
stages of the pregnancy. They 
have the ability to market to 
this extent because of data that 
is collected in mass quantities, 
yet often we are unaware of 
this. Believe me, companies 
aren’t just extremely precise 
when guessing what prod-
ucts each household will buy 
— they hire extremely com-
petent analysts to exploit our 
human desires and needs. 

A rewards card is not the 
only way data is collected in 
the present day. Realistically, 
it is extremely difficult to stay 
“off the grid” in terms of al-
lowing your personal data to 
be collected, even if you go to 
great lengths to prevent it. 

With billions of people 
running accounts on various 
social media platforms, ana-
lysts and automation bots are 
collecting massive amounts 
of consumer data on a daily 
basis. When you think about 
it, how would it be possible 
for companies to exist and be 
extremely profitable when the 
product is free to use — it’s 
not. Instead of paying for the 
product with physical money, 
we are essentially paying with 
personal information that is 
collected in bulk quantities in 
the form of data and used for 
marketing techniques, which 
in turn makes the company 
profit. Mind boggling, I know. 

Facebook, much like any 
other social networking site, 
is home to enormous amounts 
of data, since 2.37 billion peo-
ple have an account. With 
that much data, an enormous 
amount of profit can be made 
on marketing campaigns 
alone.  Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg exploited this 
tactic by inappropriately dis-
tributing users’ personal data 
to large tech companies. Al-
though Zuckerberg was faced 
with a multi-million-dol-
lar lawsuit, this alone goes 
to show just how powerful 
big data truly is — everyone 
wants their hands on it. 

To me, big data is the mod-
ern day equivalent of “big 
brother.” It seems as if there 
is always someone listening, 
always someone watching 
and certainly always some-
one tracking. There honestly 
have been times where I had 
conversations about a certain 
product, and hours later, I will 
see an ad for that exact prod-
uct pop up on my internet 
browser. 

Some people are bothered 
by the fact that so much of 
their personal information is 
out in the digital realm, al-
lowing companies to exploit 
them through marketing 
campaigns, but honestly, I see 
no issue. If your information 
is out there, you put it there. 
Whether it was through 
signing up for social media 
accounts and rewards cards 
or even hitting the “accept” 
button on the screen when a 
website makes you aware that 
it uses “cookies,” you gave 
consent for your personal 
data to be collected. 

This is where the world is 
heading, and we all just need 
to get with the program. We 
would rather see ads in the 
mail and in pop-up browsers 
for things we would want rath-
er than random products any-
ways. If you have that big of an 
issue with the “big data” epi-
demic, then buy a flip phone 
and live away from civiliza-
tion, because in this day and 
age, it’s hard not to be tracked.  

By SHIRA HAUS
Staff  Writer
hauss@allegheny.edu

When the Great Library of 
Alexandria burned down in 
48 B.C.E., humanity lost lit-
eral centuries of knowledge. 
So much was stored in that 
library: technological ad-
vancements, architectural 
and agricultural techniques, 
scholarly writings, historical 
records from over the cen-
turies and more. That level 
of information is almost un-
fathomable to comprehend. 
In today’s world, we have our 
own Library of Alexandria: 
the internet. 

We’ve come a long way 
from fragile scrolls and stone 
tablets; the majority of in-
formation is stored online, 
our knowledge digitized and 
often a mere Google search 
away. But does this change 
our need for libraries? Does 
this new way of obtaining 
stories and knowledge ren-
der the concept of a physical 
library obsolete?

To that, I say a firm, re-
sounding no. Although li-
braries may not seem rele-
vant in this world of digitized 
knowledge and easily acces-
sible information, they are 
more necessary than ever. 

The library is not obso-
lete. In fact, as a community 
resource, it is quite the oppo-
site. As well as being a con-
venient way to find books, 
libraries provide essential aid 
to their communities. Along 
with being a free source of 
shelter during bad weath-
er and the winter months, 
libraries also provide pro-
gramming, employment in-
formation and community 
references, among other re-
sources.

Libraries are more than 
just mere buildings in which 
to store books; they are cen-
ters of learning and innova-
tion. They provide a place to 

gather and meet members of 
the community, especially for 
children with limited access 
to programming and sto-
ries. When I think about this 
valuable space disappearing 
from the lives of children 
who need it, I remember my 
own childhood.

As I was growing up, 
my local public library was 
essential to my personal 
growth. Without the resourc-
es provided by my local li-
brary, my love for reading 
and writing would not have 
developed to the extent that 
it did. The library was a ha-
ven for my curiosity about 
literature and the community 
around me, and I will forev-
er be grateful. And so I feel a 
strong compulsion to defend 
this institution, not only for 
my past self, but for others 
who have a similar need for 
a space in which to discov-
er their interests. For people 
who love to read but don’t 
have the funds to buy books, 
libraries are vital.

If we keep looking at pub-
lic resources in terms of the 
profit they make, so many es-
sential community resources 
will vanish. Public libraries 
host speakers and allow a 

free space for community 
events. They can be a place 
for town hall meetings, art 
exhibitions and poetry read-
ings. Libraries are cultural 
hubs, and serve a huge pur-
pose in community-building. 
Unfortunately, not everyone 
recognizes this, especially 
policy-makers who choose 
where to divert public fund-
ing. The future of the library 
is in danger. Federal library 
funding is already at risk, and 
online retailers’ ever-growing 
dominance over the book 
market means that readers 
are choosing other sources 
from which to obtain their 
media. 

Therefore, if we want to 
save the modern library, it’s 
our responsibility to utilize 
its resources. Since using 
the library is free, it relies on 
the community to support 
library activities, not mon-
etarily, but through partici-
pation. It is integral not only 
for the library, but for those 
who depend on the library 
for their daily shelter and ac-
tivities.

So why choose going to the 
library over simply obtaining 
your resources from Amazon 
or another e-reading compa-

ny like Script? Well, there’s 
one obvious reason: library 
books are completely free to 
use. Many libraries also have 
free e-books you can check 
out online. And if a library 
doesn’t have a resource, all 
you have to do is fill out a 
form and ask. Librarians are 
highly trained in multiple ar-
eas, and a huge part of their 
job is to aid in the recovery of 
information. 

This article may read like a 
mere informational essay on 
the benefits of public librar-
ies. But it is critical to pay at-
tention to our public resourc-
es, as well as not take them 
for granted. Unfortunately, 
free public services such as 
these are something we must 
fight for. Libraries are essen-
tial to knowledge accessi-
bility, especially when it is 
difficult to trust information 
from various online sources. 
So many social opportunities 
and activities in the United 
States are hidden behind a 
paywall, a fee charged just to 
exist in a space. In an increas-
ingly money-focused society, 
libraries are a welcome bea-
con of hope for free knowl-
edge and social interaction.

Big data, worth 
more than gold

Photo courtesy of pintrest.com

It might sound 
comical comparing 
the oil industry 
to data analysis, 
but this industry 
has completely 
taken advantage of 
consumer lives...”

—TAYLOR RENK
Class of 2020 
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Introductory course offers culinary experience
Masterchef  kitchen class takes multicultural approach to food, cooking

International Education 
Week showcases heritage

Carr Hall, the environmental 
science hub of Allegheny Col-
lege, is turned into the Mas-
terchef kitchen every Monday 
and Wednesday afternoon as 
first-year students develop 
their culinary skills and colle-
giate intellect.

Designed to introduce 
first-semester students to 
college, the First-year/Sopho-
more Program 101 courses of-
fer 35 different areas of focus, 
ranging from sharks to media 
to natural resources. “You Are 
What You Eat,” taught by Eric 
Pallant, professor and chair 
of environmental science and 
sustainability and avid sour-
dough bread enthusiast, fo-
cuses on both domestic and 
international food culture.

“You Are What You Eat” is 
a study of what people around 
the world eat and why they eat 
it, according to the descrip-
tion on Allegheny’s website. 
Yet students do more than 
just research historical and 
contemporary foods across 
numerous cultures — they 
have the opportunity to cook 
as well. 

While the course focuses 
on teaching elements of cook-
ing, the underlying goal of 
educating students on how to 
be successful in college is still 

in full effect. Students began 
with learning to make bread, 
something Pallant is well-
known for, and then expand-
ed further into full meals and 
international delicacies.

“I like cooking, I like 
teaching cooking and I like 
teaching other people that 
they can cook more than they 
knew that they could,” Pallant 
said. “What I didn’t know be-
fore I started teaching is that 
the other things would come 
like learning how to speak in 
public when they describe 
what it is they made, or how 
to do research when they have 
to go figure out where their 
food came from. It accom-
plished all the things that we 
want for first-semester fresh-
man, and we get to eat.”

Most students enrolled in 
the course have little to no 
cooking experience. Edward 
Veliz, ’23, enrolled in the 
course with hopes to expand 
his cooking abilities, and that 
it would also serve as a benefi-
cial introductory course.

“I’ve learned things that I 
didn’t even know (before) — 
how to make bread and yeast, 
and (I learned) different parts 
of Italian culture that I didn’t 
know before, which was pret-
ty cool,” Veliz said.

Cheyenne Wilson, ’23, 
experienced home cook-
ing throughout her life, but 
wished to further develop her 
cooking abilities while also 
enjoying herself.

“I chose this (class) be-
cause I really like food, and 
it’s pretty common in my 
family,” Wilson said. “I really 
like eating food and it sound-
ed interesting. This class has 
taught me more about food 
than before.”

Ritchy Froehlich, ’23, se-
lected this course to learn 
more about other cultures.

“If you’re interested in 
food and learning more in-
formation about additional 
cultures outside of the Unit-
ed States, it’s a great class to 
take,” Froehlich said. “It’s why 
I personally took it. I really 
enjoyed the cooking aspect of 
the class and learning more 
about the culture.”

Not every student in the 
class was a beginner in the 
kitchen. After having Pallant 
recommend it to her at an 
overnight visit, Morgan Libell, 
’23, enrolled in the course be-
cause it enticed her the most 
compared to the others.

“Cooking is like a recre-
ation for me, so it’s relaxing, 
so I took it as it would be a 
nice, relaxing class to take 
compared to the rigor of the 
other (courses),” Libell said.

One assignment in the 
class focused on the differ-
ence between Americanized 
and authentic international 
food. To show students this 
difference, Pallant took them 
to a local example: Taco Bell. 

“I wanted people to rec-
ognize what the relationship 
is between Taco Bell, which 
claims it’s Mexican-inspired 
food and what the food really 

is of Mexico,” Pallant said. 
The assignment, which 

was to write a restaurant re-
view of Taco Bell, was accom-
panied by another assignment 
to determine the “real” foods 
of Mexico to compare and 
contrast the two.

“It was different than what 
we’ve experienced before, but 
it made sense in the course, 
and it honestly made us re-
ally think about the different 
types of food and how Taco 
Bell really isn’t Mexican food,” 
Libell said.

The class had the chance  to 
serve President Hilary Link a 
lunch consisting of traditional 
foods from Rome. After meet-
ing with Link in the summer, 
Pallant was able to arrange for 
her to visit his class.

“I hadn’t planned that 
stage of doing food of Italy, 
but she (had) just come from 
six to seven years in Italy, (so) 
I thought, ‘OK, we’re going to 
do food of Italy if you’re will-
ing to come to class,’ and she 
said OK,” Pallant said. “A cou-
ple weeks later, she said, ‘Can 
we just do the food of Rome?’ 
So we narrowed down to just 
the food of Rome because It-
aly’s food is quite varied, and 
she agreed back in August 
and came when we asked her.”

The students were thrilled 
to have the opportunity to be 
able to serve the president of 
Allegheny a Rome-inspired 
lunch.

“It was an honor,” Froeh-
lich said. “It was an honor to 
meet her and just to serve her, 
and it was very interesting 
learning everything she had 
to say about Italy. I learned a 

lot.”
Through several hands-on 

learning experiences, the goal 
of the class has always been to 
broaden students’ willingness 
to experiment, according to 
Pallant. He compared trying 
new things with cooking and 
eating to the college expe-
rience, which is new for his 
students.

“That’s what I want peo-
ple to do when they come 
to college — try things you 
didn’t think you would try 
before you came to college 
out of high school because 
you didn’t even know they 
existed,” Pallant said. “Now 
if you’re willing to try things 
that you never heard of, then 
maybe you could do the same 
with a history class or a com-
arts class, or a philosophy 
class.”

EMILY RICE/THE CAMPUS
Students in the FS 101 course “You Are What You Eat” cook Rome-based dishes for 
President Hilary Link during her visit with the class on Oct. 30, 2019, in Carr Hall.

By WILLY WALKER
Science/International Editor
walkerw@allegheny.edu
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Top left: Students in the Henderson Campus Center stop by the front table of the 
Study Away Fair, which occurred on Monday, Nov. 18, 2019.
Top right: The Study Away Fair as seen from the second floor balcony, is spread 
across the lobby of the Henderson Campus Center on Monday, Nov. 18, 2019.

By WILLY WALKER
Science/International Editor
walkerw@allegheny.edu

The week of Nov. 18 to Nov. 
24 marked International Edu-
cation Week, which is “a joint 
initiative between the U.S. 
Department of State and the 
U.S. Department of Educa-
tion to promote and celebrate 
international education and 
exchange,” as stated on the 
Allegheny Office of Interna-
tional Education website. The 
International Education Of-
fice, Gateway and Inclusion, 
Diversity, Equity, Access and 
Social Justice Center have 
held events all week to show-
case students’ unique cultures 
and Allegheny’s worldwide 
reach.

As part of a continued ef-
fort to promote study away 
experiences, a Study Away 
Fair held in the lobby of the 
Henderson Campus Center 
Monday, Nov. 18.

Organized by the Office of 
International Education, the 
fair ran from 10:30 a.m. to 

1:30 p.m. and had over a doz-
en study away representatives 
to discuss the outlets available 
to students. Additionally, stu-
dents who have experienced 
study away opportunities 
through the Gateway were re-
sent at the event to share their 
own stories of their interna-
tional experiences.

An information session 
for international students 
about the Philadelphia Cen-
ter internship also occurred 
on Monday.

Another passport fair oc-
curred Tuesday, Nov. 19, in 
the campus center lobby. 

This was one of many 
passport fairs hosted by the 
College, which allowed stu-
dents to receive passports free 
of charge.

Woodrow Wilson Fellow 
and Senior Strategic Adviser 
for Immigration at the Open 
Society Policy Center Ange-
la M. Kelley was on campus 
during the week and had din-
ner with students on Tuesday, 
Nov. 19. The Allegany River 
Indian Dancers also show-

cased traditional songs and 
dances of the Iroquois Indi-
ans at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday in 
the campus center lobby. 

The campus center lobby 
was transformed into a fash-
ion capital on Wednesday, 
Nov. 20, during the Interna-
tional Club Fashion Show. 
Students donned traditional 
outfits representing their her-
itage and showed their culture 
off to the campus community 
that evening.

On Thursday, Nov. 21, the 
South Asian Student Society 
celebrated Diwali, the Hindu 
festival of lights, which fea-
tured traditional Indian food, 
henna and a photo booth. 
Kelley also gave another lec-
ture on Thursday night in the 
Tillotson Room of the Tippie 
Alumni Center at Cochran 
Hall, titled “Policies and Pol-
itics of U.S. Immigration.”

The final part of Interna-
tional Education Week will 
take place at 6 p.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 24, at the International 
Bazaar in Schultz Banquet 
Hall.

I like cooking, I like teaching cooking and I 
like teaching other people that they can cook 
more than they knew that they could.” 

—ERIC PALLANT
Allegheny College

LAUREN TRIMBER/THE CAMPUS
The Allegany River Indian Dancers dance to traditional songs of the Iroquois Indi-
ans on Tuesday, Nov. 19, in the Henderson Campus Center lobby.
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Column: frigid temperatures to senior nostalgia

By HANNAH SCHAFFER
News Editor
schafferh@allegheny.edu

The year 2019 gave me a 
newfound appreciation for 
reasonable people and an ad-
diction to Kim Kardashian: 
Hollywood. 

While 2019 had great po-
tential, it fell a bit. However, 
it did take me on one wild 
rollercoaster ride — the kind 
that you are enjoying until 
suddenly you have whiplash 
and are soaked in vomit from 
the person sitting next to you.

The year began with tem-
peratures so cold that they 
made college history. The 
frigid temperatures of 2019 
closed Allegheny for not one, 
but two days.  

According to an article 
published by The Campus, the 
last time the College closed its 
doors due to extreme weather 
conditions was in the 1970s 
— before that, the College  

hadn’t cancelled classes since 
World War II. 

The entire campus rejoiced 
as an email relieving them 
of their studies was received 
late on Tuesday, Jan. 29. The 
sounds of beer cans cracking 
at 9:33 p.m. that Tuesday eve-
ning could be heard all the 
way to Edinboro. 

The extreme weather con-
ditions of those two days 
provided students with a 
much needed break. What is 
wonderful about being con-
demned inside on a college 
campus is that approximate-
ly 90% of your friends live in 
your building, making it a 48-
hour party. 

The spring brought with it 
a regression of women’s rights 
— the creation of “heartbeat” 
bills restricted access to safe 
and legal abortions across the 
country. 

Sixteen states passed or at-
tempted to pass laws that ban 
abortions once a fetal heart-

beat can be detected in the 
womb, which typically occurs 
around six weeks of pregnan-
cy.  

However, none of these re-
cently-passed abortion bans 
have gone into effect, and this 
attack on women’s reproduc-
tive health has brought with it 
an outpouring of support and 
conversation surrounding 
women’s rights. 

As the country fought to 
take rights away from women, 
Allegheny made great strides 
toward gender equality. 

On July 1, President Hil-
ary Link began her term as 
Allegheny’s 22nd president 
and the College’s first female 
president. 

The January announce-
ment that Allegheny had 
elected a female president 
brought warmth to the win-
ter’s frigid temperatures. 
However, Link’s July arrival 
left me wondering how it had 
taken a liberal arts college like 

Allegheny 204 years to elect a 
female president. 

The summer flew by fast-
er than ever. As I have got-
ten older, I have realized that 
more hours of daylight is just 
another way of saying more 
hours to work. That said, the 
extra sunshine and home-
work-free weekends made up 
for the week’s long hours. 

August rolled around and 
brought with it the beginning 
of the school year. It was not 
until mid-August that I real-
ized I had never unpacked my 
boxes from school and sur-
vived the summer on a rota-
tion of three outfits. 

Although I was thrilled to 
be back with my friends in 
a setting where it is socially 
acceptable to be drunk more 
often than not, and the fall of 
2019 marked the beginning 
of my senior year, which can 
only be described as horrifi-
cally magnificent. 

Senior year means finally 

being legal and able to join 
my friends on their weekend 
journeys into town, but it 
also means figuring out what 
comes next. I am still trying 
to grasp the idea that I have 
less than six months of calling 
North Village home. 

The end of this semester 
brings with it a sense of nos-
talgia, or at least it would if I 
had any time to actually feel 
emotions. I feel as though I 
have been thrown on stage 
during Orchesis and told to 
keep up without any practice. 

Even the most detailed 
planner has not been able to 
help me manage this semes-
ter. Instead, I have decided to 
live in athletic wear and run-
ning shoes, so I am prepared 
to drop everything and run to 
all the commitments I forgot I 
have made. 

This fall has also marked 
a historical time in American 
politics with the impeach-
ment inquiry into President 

Donald Trump. Each news 
update sends shockwaves of 
excitement through me and 
not just because I love dra-
ma — the inquiry has also re-
stored my faith in democracy. 

In addition to heart pal-
pitations, 2019 has given me 
a shameful addiction to Kim 
Kardashian: Hollywood.  I 
should probably be more em-
barrassed by my addiction 
than I actually am; however 
the game serves as a much 
-needed escape from reality 
and a great way to avoid re-
sponsibility. 

I assume winter will be 
more of the same chaotic 
magic here at Allegheny, just 
with 3 feet of snow and the 
constant fear of face planting 
on my way to class. 

Cheers to 2020.

A burst of flavor

By KELSEY EVANS
Photographer
evansk@allegheny.edu

It’s time to get lost in the sauce 
— cranberry sauce is the pal-
ette cleanser of Thanksgiving.

If you think about it, tur-
key, stuffing, mashed potatoes, 
green bean casserole, yams, 
corn, pumpkin pie and gravy 
are all in the same flavor family. 
Having so many foods tasting 
so similarly allows for fatigue 
and lack of will to cross the fin-
ish line into the clean-plate club 
during Thanksgiving dinner.

But one side dish combats 
the entire Thanksgiving dilem-
ma; cranberry sauce.

Cranberry sauce is tart, 
sweet, unusual and, most im-
portantly, diverse from the 
Thanksgiving menu.

Some consider it a con-
diment, others a relish, but I 
think it is truly a side dish all 
on its own. Thanksgiving just 
wouldn’t be the same without 
it.

As Thanksgiving is to “The 
Office,” cranberry sauce has 
unrightfully developed into the 
Kevin of the day since the holi-
day’s first celebration in 1621.

However, recently with 
brands like Bath and Body 
Works and Sheetz using cran-
berries to their advantage to 
make fall-themed scents and 
post-Thanksgiving leftovers 
into gas station cuisine, cranber-
ries have developed into a fall 
favorite.

I’m excited for this new-
found cranberry revolution 
establishing new uses for its 
scent, flavor and texture.

While I have always had a 
love for the sauce, I’ve noticed 
more and more of my cousins 
have grown to appreciate the 
canned jam over the years as 
they’ve entered adulthood.

I think this says a lot about 
the dish. It is mature, bold 
and elegant; not something 
that just anyone can take on 
in their youth. This requires 
people to get into the right 
mindset when preparing to 
indulge in the sauce and ex-
plains why cranberry sauce is 
usually only a favorite for old-
er generations.

While many discount the 
role of cranberry sauce and 
think its place on the menu is 
obscure, it really is the under-
dog that saves Thanksgiving 
time and time again.

Now that I have acknowl-
edged the importance of cran-
berry sauce in the Thanksgiv-
ing meal, I am embarking on 
a task that’s uncharted for me 
(a mere recreational kitchen 
dabbler) — I will be making 
homemade cranberry sauce.

The recipe I’m using is a 
hybrid from The Food Net-
work, All Recipes website and 
my mind:

½ cup of white sugar
½ cup of brown sugar
¼ teaspoon of cinnamon
½ cup of water
½ cup of orange juice

A pinch of salt
A pinch of pepper
12 oz bag of frozen cran-

berries
 In a saucepan over medi-

um heat, dissolve the sugar 
into the orange juice and wa-
ter. Stir in cranberries — re-
serve about ½ cup of cranber-
ries for later — and let them 
soften for 10 minutes. In-
crease the heat until the cran-
berries start to pop or burst. 
Lower the heat and stir in the 
reserved cranberries. Add the 
salt and pepper to taste and 
prepare to serve. As the sauce 
cools down, it will thicken.

I entered this endeavor 
cautiously, as I had never at-
tempted to make anything 
like cranberry sauce before.

Surprisingly, though, it was 
much easier than expected.

Seeing the process of the 
cranberries boiling down into 
the thick mixture made me 
appreciate the beauty of cran-
berry sauce even more. 

After letting the cranberry 
sauce cool in my refrigerator 
for an hour, I finally gave my 
very own sauce a taste test.

The taste was tart and 
sweet, tame yet exciting, a fa-
miliar flavor, but new at the 
same time.

While I won’t criticize 
Ocean Spray or other compet-
ing canned cranberry sauces, 
my homemade delicacy was 
more than I could have imag-
ined, allowing for a menagerie 
of flavors to fill my mouth.

At this Thanksgiving, I will 

be serving my homemade 

cranberry sauce to friends 

and family. Meanwhile, I en-

courage you to consider the 

cranberry. Give it another try. 

Think of it as the refresher for 

the meal that allows you to 

open up your dessert stomach 

and power through that last 

slice of pumpkin pie.

The Campus guide, perfect cranberry sauce

KELSEY  EVANS/THE CAMPUS
Kelsey Evans, ’20, also known as “Chef Kelsey,” arranges her cranberry sauce for 
Thanksgiving on Thursday, Nov. 21.

By ADAM COHEN
Contributing Writer
cohena@allegheny.edu

Wouldn’t it be nice if every-
thing were free? Imagine how 
much easier the cost of living, 
healthy food and healthcare 
would be. Unfortunately, no-
body lives in that type of uto-
pia. Someone still has to pay 
money, in taxes, for any type 
of government-related pro-
gram, and that includes “free 
college.” 

When I first wrote this ar-
ticle, I originally had a hard 
stance that college should 
not be free for pretty much 
anyone (besides those who 

were awarded scholarships). 
I figured that if college were 
free for everyone, taxes would 
soar. I also believed that if 
someone could not afford a 
four-year college, or would 
be burdened by student debt, 
they should go to a commu-
nity college or state school. I 
have friends back home (in 
New York City) who either 
could not afford a four-year 
college out-of-state, or were 
not the best of students, but 
they still went to the State 
University of New York, City 
University of New York, or 
community colleges, which 
are all well-regarded. Also, 
if someone could not afford 

college, they could find paid 
internships or jobs to join the 
workforce right out of high 
school.

After further research, 
and talking to several friends 
about my stance on free col-
lege, I came to several con-
clusions. First, taxes would 
not necessarily soar, but 
there would certainly be 
an increase. Curious about 
what a college affordability 
plan would look like, I in-
vestigated Elizabeth Warren’s 
proposal. According to the 
Committee for a Responsi-
ble Federal Budget, Warren 
wants to increase Pell Grant 
spending, make public uni-

versity free (at least for low-
er-income families) and offer 
loan forgiveness for families 
struggling with student debt 
(Committee for a Responsi-
ble Federal Budget). On the 
surface, this plan sounds ef-
fective, right? Most people 
want their peers to have the 
chance to excel and go to col-
lege. So why exactly are peo-
ple critical of her plan? Well, 
this plan would cost $1.25 
trillion over the next 10 years, 
or $125 billion per year. At 
first, this figure did not seem 
too large, considering the U.S. 
spends trillions of dollars per 
year as it is, but after a closer 
look this would be a signifi-

cant increase in government 
spending, even for U.S. feder-
al spending. According to the 
National Priorities Project, 
and the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget (part of the 
executive branch), this would 
more than double the federal 
spending on education. De-
spite this figure, education 
still would not even make up 
6% of the federal budget. That 
said, Warren could offset the 
increase in taxes if she were 
to cut some of the military 
spending. The U.S. already 
spends over $600 billion per 
year and uses more than 15% 
of the federal budget solely for 
military purposes. If Warren 

would cut even $60 billion or 
so, that could help the process 
toward offering free college.

Second, most students 
want to go to four-year col-
leges, and at the very least 
have the option of going out 
of state. In my personal ex-
perience, New York has great 
colleges throughout the state, 
but this may not be the case 
for other states. As a result, 
students from New York may 
feel more comfortable and 
have a greater desire to go to 
community colleges than stu-
dents from other states. 

See COLLEGE     page 7

2019 in review: A year of  firsts, national outrage coming to a close

Column: What are the drawbacks of free college?
Critics point to increased taxes, tuition for private institutions increases 
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TALENT SHOW from page 1

EMILY RICE/THE CAMPUS
Top: Allegheny College Men’s and Women’s Swimming and Diving team performs during the SAAC 
talent show on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2019, in Shafer Auditorium. 
Above: Allegheny College Women’s Lacrosse team dances during their number in the talent show on 
Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2019, in Shafer Auditorium.
Middle right: Allegheny College Women’s Soccer team splits into two groups for their performance 
on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2019, in Shafer Auditorium. 
Right: Allegheny College Men’s Baseball team line up during their song in the SAAC talent show on 
Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2019, in Shafer Auditorium.

From competing to dancing

COLLEGE from page 6

Third, not going to college, and 
going straight into the workforce 
scares a lot of people, and rightly 
so. Employers are looking for more 
qualified people — usually those with 
some sort of college education. As a 
matter of fact, in 2017 Americans had 
their highest percentage of college 
graduates aged 25 or older at 33%, 
according to the U.S. Census Bureau. 
Therefore, those without a college 
education are put at a disadvantage. 
Also, even those with a college educa-
tion are facing more competition for 
jobs because of the continual increase 
of college graduates. 

Consequently, because of the 
fierce competition for employment, 
many people who oppose free col-
lege believe the competition would 
become even worse. If college were 
free, it would almost become a com-
modity and would decrease the val-
ue of a college education. Even now, 
many college graduates leave col-
lege unemployed and seeking work. 
Additionally, if the only tuition for 
public universities were made free 
(which is part of Elizabeth Warren’s 
proposal), private universities could 
become more expensive. The same 
concept applies, except the compe-

tition between private universities 
would become worse. The stigma 
behind going to a community col-
lege would strengthen, as they are 
far less expensive. Also, communi-
ty colleges would be much easier to 
get into because they are seen as less 
effective than a four-year school. As 
a result, making college more acces-
sible for everyone could potentially 
have some drawbacks. 

So offering free college remains 
difficult for several reasons: they 
could lead to higher taxes, make 
finding employment more difficult, 
and would likely only make free col-

lege possible within public univer-
sities, which would not necessarily 
make the education at those univer-
sities as effective as private univer-
sities. However, ignoring the prob-
lem, and disregarding the fact that 
many Americans face large amounts 
of student loans, will not help either. 
Perhaps instead of trying to make 
college free, we should focus more on 
student loan forgiveness. One aspect 
of Warren’s plan that I agreed with 
was having income brackets dictate 
how much money can be awarded to 
those with student loans. 

Consequently, this plan would 

specifically target Americans who 

receive financial aid because wealth-

ier American families tend to pay a 

smaller amount of student loans. 

The notion of free college is com-

plicated and problematic. However, 

most Americans should agree that 

there has to be an easier way to avoid 

student loans. Either way, it will take 

a bipartisan effort to try to solve this 

dilemma, and is an important, rele-

vant discussion to tackle head-on. 

SAAC dances its way into talent competition
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Women’s 
Basketball

Friday, Nov. 15 
against Goucher 

College
Final Score: 58-56

Men’s Basketball
Friday, Nov. 15 

against Grove City 
College

Final Score: 76-69

Women’s 
Cross Country

Saturday, Nov. 16 at 
NCAA Great Lakes 

Regional
Final Score: 5th of 

37

Men’s 
Cross Country

Saturday, Nov. 16 at 
NCAA Great Lakes 

Regional
Final Score: 17th of 

38

Football
Saturday, Nov. 16 at 

Oberlin College
Final Score: 31-20

Women’s 
Basketball

Saturday, Nov. 16 
against Grove City 

College
Final Score: 55-74

Men’s Basketball
Saturday, Nov. 16 

against Waynesburg 
University

Final Score: 82-62

Women’s 
Basketball

Tuesday, Nov. 19 
against Carnegie 

Mellon University 
Final Score: 42-62

Men’s Basketball
Wednesday, Nov. 20 

at Penn State 
Behrend

Final Score: 78-71

FINAL SCORES
GATOR CHECK IN

UPCOMING EVENTS

Men’s Swimming
Nov. 22 - Nov. 24 at 
Oberlin Invitational

Oberlin, OH

Women’s 
Swimming

Nov. 22 - Nov. 24 at 
Oberlin Invitational

Oberlin, OH

Women’s 
Cross Country 

Saturday, Nov. 23 at 
NCAA Division III 

Championships
Louisville, KY

Men’s Basketball
Saturday, Nov. 23 
at Chatham Uni-

versity
Pittsburgh

Women’s 
Basketball

Saturday, Nov. 23 
at Westminster 

College
New Wilmington

Women’s 
Basketball 

Tuesday, Nov. 26 
against Washing-
ton & Jefferson 

College
Meadville

Men’s Basketball
Tuesday, Nov. 26 
against Geneva 

College
Meadville

Women’s 
Basketball

Saturday, Nov. 30 
against Ohio Wes-
leyan University

Meadville

Women’s 
Basketball

Wednesday, Dec. 
4 against Wooster 

College
Meadville

NEXT SEMESTER PREVIEW
Men’s Basketball

Wednesday, Jan. 15 
at Hiram College

Hiram, OH

Women’s 
Track and Field

Saturday, Jan. 18 at 
Marietta College

Marietta, OH

Women’s
Basketball

Wednesday, Jan. 15 
at Hiram College

Hiram, OH

Men’s
Track and Field

Saturday, Jan. 18 at 
Marietta College

Marietta, OH

Men’s Swimming
Saturday, Jan. 18 at 

Wooster College
Wooster, OH

Women’s 
Swimming

Saturday, Jan. 18 at 
Wooster College

Wooster, OH

Women’s
Basketball

Saturday, Jan. 18 at 
Denison University

Granville, OH

Men’s Basketball
Saturday, Jan. 18 at 
Denison University

Granville, OH

Women’s
Basketball

Wednesday, Jan. 
22 against Oberlin 

College
Meadville

Men’s Basketball
Wednesday, Jan. 

22 against Oberlin 
College

Meadville

Women’s
Track and Field

Saturday, Jan. 25 at 
Wooster College

Wooster, OH

Men’s
Track and Field

Saturday, Jan. 25 at 
Wooster College

Wooster, OH

Coming out hot: Gator Basketball 4-0 to start season 
Allegheny 2-0 at Greg Richards ’08 Memorial Classic, defeats Behrend
By TRAVIS LUXBACHER
Sports Editor
luxbachert@allegheny.edu

The Allegheny Men’s Basket-
ball team stepped on the court 
on Friday, Nov. 15, and Satur-
day, Nov. 16, for two games as 
part of the Greg Richards ’08 
Memorial Classic. Continu-
ing the team’s hot start to the 
season, the Gators came away 
with a win in both games.

According to a 2018 arti-
cle by Allegheny College, the 
Greg Richards ’08 Memori-
al Classic is a two-day event 
held each year at Allegheny 
to commemorate Allegheny 
graduate and four-year men’s 
basketball letterwinner Greg 
Richards, who passed away 
from cancer in February 2012.

On Friday night, the team 
defeated Grove City College 
76-69 in a non-conference 
match-up. Forward Jordan 
Rawls, ’20, led the Gators with 
22 points and nine rebounds, 
falling a board short of a dou-
ble-double. Guard Keeno 
Holmes, ’23, was second on 
the team with 18 points and 
led the team with four steals.

The game against the 
Wolverines featured 15 lead 
changes and four instances 
where the score was tied. The 
Gators outscored the Wolver-
ines 33-9 beyond the three-
point line, and the Wolverines 

outscored the Gators 36-16 
in the paint. Allegheny led by 
one point at the half and out-
scored Grove City 39-33 in 
the second half to secure the 
victory.

Forward Nijon Kirkman, 
’21, talked about the team’s 
early success this season and 
plans to keep it rolling mov-
ing forward.

“The tournament went 
well,” Kirkman said. “We 
played together on both sides 
of the floor and came out with 
a great outcome — starting 
the season 3-0 like we wanted 
to.”

Kirkman, being one of the 
older players on the team, 
knows what it takes to win at 
this level and has high hopes 
for the team’s success this year.

“The team goals for this 
season are to take it one game 
at a time and hopefully win 
the NCAC Championship,” 
Kirkman said. “The next step 
is to hopefully make a run for 
the NCAA tournament.” 

As for Kirkman’s individu-
al goals for his junior season, 
he plans on doing whatever 
he can to help the team win 
games.

“We want to achieve those 
goals I mentioned: winning 
the NCAC and then making 
a run at the NCAA tourna-
ment, but as for me individu-
ally, I want to provide anyway 

that I can on the court to help 
the team.”

The Gators continued their 
success on Saturday, defeat-
ing Waynesburg University 
82-62. The Gators were paced 
by Holmes, who led the team 
with 22 points along with 
two assists. Rawls added 18 
points, five assists and a team-
high four steals.

The Waynesburg Yellow 
Jackets trailed the Gators 25-
39 entering the second half, 
but played a more competitive 
second half, which resulted in 
a score of 37-43. Allegheny 
secured 11 offensive rebounds 
that led to 19 second-chance 
points, while Waynesburg 
only mustered five second 
chance points on eight offen-
sive boards.

The win capped off a suc-
cessful weekend for the team 

as it finished 2-0. The team 
also looks to regain a couple 
key players who are set to re-
turn from injury and illness in 
the coming week.

One of the players out for 
the weekend was guard Brian 
Roberts, ’22, who missed two 
games because of an illness.

“The games went really 
well,” Roberts said. “We won 
both games, and our team is 
getting along great with each 
other, although I did not play 
with an illness but will be 
back next week.”

Along with Kirkman, Rob-
erts is all in on the team’s goals 
this season and believes this 
past weekend can help set the 
tone for the rest of the season.

“Our goal is to make the 
playoffs and win the con-
ference,” Roberts said. “Our 
team is very deep this year, 

and we will use that to our ad-
vantage.”

Along with success on the 
court, Roberts emphasized 
that camaraderie is an im-
portant aspect for a successful 
team in any sport.

“My favorite part of being 
on the basketball team (at 
Allegheny) is building friend-
ships with the players and 
playing the sport I love with a 

great group of guys,” Roberts 
said. 

Following the Greg Rich-
ards ’08 Memorial Classic, 
the Gators posted a 78-71 vic-
tory against Penn State Beh-
rend on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 
to move their record to 4-0. 
Rawls posted 20 points, his 
third game of the season with 
more than 20 or more points, 
but Caden Hinckley, ’22, led 
the team with 22 points and 
seven rebounds.

Allegheny Men’s Basket-
ball will be back in action on 
Saturday, Nov. 23, against the 
Chatham University Cougars, 
and the team will be back at 
the Wise Sport and Fitness 
Center at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 
26, against the Geneva Col-
lege Golden Tornadoes. The 
Gators will look to continue 
their early season success be-
fore conference games begin 
following Thanksgiving.

The tournament went well. We played 
together on both sides of the floor and came 
out with a great outcome — starting the 
season 3-0 like we wanted to.” 

—NIJON KIRKMAN
Class of 2021

HOLMESRAWLS KIRKMAN
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