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Allegheny College sued for Title IX violation, negligence

By LAUREN TRIMBER
Editor-in-Chief
trimberl@allegheny.edu

Allegheny College is being sued for 
violation of Title IX, negligence, in-
terference with contractual relations 
and emotional distress. The woman 
who filed the lawsuit alleges that a 
member of the college’s football team 
sexually harassed her on numerous 
occasions, and despite notifying an 
assistant coach on the team, the al-
legations were never investigated as 
required by Title IX.

The suit claims that in the spring 
of 2018, Samantha Simonetta, ’21, 
former member of Allegheny’s foot-
ball team, began receiving “unwel-

come sexual advances” from at least 
one of her teammates, including “ex-
plicit and inappropriate sexual com-
ments to her,” the suit alleges. 

Upon reporting the unwelcome 
sexual conduct, Simonetta was as-
sured by Head Assistant Coach Cur-
tis Bailey that Head Coach William 
Hammer would be notified of the 
misconduct. 

“Ms. Simonetta trusted that De-
fendant Bailey would take the steps 
required,” the suit alleges. 

The suit alleges Simonetta contin-
ued to face gender-based discrimi-
nation throughout the Spring 2018 
semester and into Summer 2018. 
Once football practices resumed in 
March 2018, Simonetta was given a 
practice jersey but was not given a 
jersey number like her teammates, 
and was not granted access to the 

locker room. 
In April 2018, the suit claims that 

despite having a grade point average 
that was “sufficient for her to remain 
eligible to participate (on the foot-
ball team),” Bailey placed Simonetta 
on academic probation. The suit al-
leges this probation was against the 
college’s policies. 

In May 2018, Simonetta emailed 
Bailey with information about her 
grades improving and received no 
response, the suit claims. Later that 
month, Simonetta sent Bailey proof 
of her improved grades via email 
and again received no response, ac-
cording to the suit. 

In July 2018, Bailey emailed Sim-
onetta with the suggestion that she 
act as a team manager rather than a 
player, since, Bailey said, she had to 
wait until the end of the fall semester 

to return as a player, the suit alleges. 
Simonetta and her parents met 

with Hammer, Bailey, Director of 
Athletics and Recreation Bill Ross, 
Assistant Coach Andrew Fragale and 
Nikki Newman, who was a “Third 
Party Witness to the incidents al-
leged in the Complaint,” according 
to the suit, in August 2018. 

During the meeting, Simonet-
ta and her parents discovered that, 
while Bailey had assured Simonet-
ta that he informed Hammer of the 
sexual harassment Simonetta expe-
rienced during the spring of 2018, 
“it was ultimately revealed during 
this meeting that this was a lie,” ac-
cording to the suit. 

In September 2018, another for-
mer teammate “inappropriately 
touched” Simonetta, attempting to 
“kiss her without her consent” and 

to pull her into his dormitory room, 
though he was unsuccessful, accord-
ing to the suit.

In the fall of 2018, Simonetta 
learned “that other members of the 
College’s faculty were aware of pre-
vious incidents of sexual miscon-
duct by the perpetrating teammate,” 
according to the suit. Simonetta 
“formally pursued action through 
the College against this student,” the 
suit said, which, on Dec. 17, 2018, 
resulted in a finding “that her for-
mer teammate had violated the Col-
lege’s Policy Against Discriminatory 
and Sexual Harassment, Including: 
Sexual Assault and Other Forms of 
Sexual Violence, Dating Violence, 
Domestic Violence and Stalking,” 
according to the suit.  

Allegheny officials declined to 
comment on the matter.

ASG’s newest cabinet 
post experiences changes
By SARA HOLTHOUSE
News Editor
holthouses@allegheny.edu

For the 2019-’20 academic year, Al-
legheny Student Government add-
ed the director of community rela-
tions position to its cabinet. Since 
then, the post has changed hands. 

At the beginning of the fall 2019 
semester, the position was held 
by Gabby Miller, ’20. Since then, 
Miller resigned from the position, 
which has now been filled by Owen 
Jacobsen, ’23. 

President of ASG Jason Ferrante, 
’20, and Vice President Elyse Cinqui-
no, ’20, said the position was first 
thought of at the end of the last ac-
ademic year, and a similar position 
existed years ago.

“At the end of last year we were 
doing basically a bunch of revisions 
to our constitution,” Ferrante said. 
“We actually had a similar position 
many, many years ago. It used to be 
super focused on service, … so at the 
end of last year we tried to say, ‘Hey, 
this is a need that we’re seeing.’” 

The old position included many 
of Jacobsen’s current responsibilities, 
according to Ferrante. Additionally, 
Ferrante said the position was made 
to have a person who could spe-

cifically handle off-campus prob-
lems, compared to the Co-Direc-
tors of Student Affairs, who handle 
on-campus problems in a similar 
vein.

Cinquino said  having both posi-
tions together on cabinet decreased 
the workload for one another. 

“The workload of the Student 
Affairs Committee and both of 
the positions is a lot,” Cinquino 
said. “So being able to focus it on 
something that’s really important is 
nice.”

The director of community re-
lations position serves to bring a 
larger community focus to ASG and 
encourages students to engage more 
with the Meadville community. ASG 
also wanted the position to bridge the 
gap that exists between Meadville res-
idents and the students at Allegheny. 

“We talk a lot about bridging that 
gap, and as overused as that phrase is, 
we kind of want to work towards actu-
al solutions, and work within the ex-
isting systems to try and fix the divide 
between Allegheny and Meadville,” 
Ferrante said. “That’s also a part of it, 
the fact that Allegheny is in Mead-
ville — we are a part of it, not really 
something that is set away from it.”

See COMMUNITY   page 2

Sacred Holiday

By HANNAH SCHAFFER

News Editor

schafferh@allegheny.edu

Allegheny College’s Library and In-
formation Technology Services staff 
began identifying books eligible for 
consideration for removal in Sep-
tember 2019. 

The LITS staff is considering re-
moving books for two reasons: to 
maintain a collection that can better 
support student learning and to free 
up space that can be better used by 
students. 

“Calling books from the collec-
tion is part of the library’s standard 
practice,” said Richard Holmgren, 
vice president for information ser-

vices and assessment director of the 
Pelletier Library. 

Additionally, winnowing the li-
brary’s collection of books allows 
for LITS offices that are currently in 
Murray Hall to move to the library, 
which is one component of the Cam-
pus Master Plan. 

The Campus Master Plan began 
in 2016 with the establishment of an 

internal working group that focused 
on creating a map of improvement 
for Allegheny’s physical facilities, ac-
cording to the college’s website. Ren-
ovations to the library to allow for 
the relocation of LITS staff in Mur-
ray has been deemed a high-priori-
ty recommendation in the Campus 
Master Plan. 

Holmgren explained that each 
book on the shelves in the library, at 
its lowest estimate, costs the college 
approximately $1 per year to main-
tain, meaning that the winnowing 
project has potential to save Alleghe-
ny approximately $100,000 per year. 

See WINNOWING   page 3

By MATTHEW STEINBERG
Editor-in-Chief
steinbergm@allegheny.edu

See INTERNATIONAL  page 5

LITS Staff continues work on Library Winnowing Project

EMILY RICE/THE CAMPUS
Lanterns, hung by the Association for Asian and Asian American Awareness, are on display during the 
Lantern Festival on Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2020, in the Henderson Campus Center lobby.

Allegheny holds annual Lantern Festival
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Ferrante added that the 
director of the position has 
creative freedom ,and that the 
position  is very flexible, say-
ing, “you never know how it’s 
going to shake out and how 
the community will respond.” 

Miller said she originally 
took up the position at the be-
ginning of the academic year 
because of her pre-existing 
connection with the Mead-
ville community as a resident 
prior to enrolling at Alleghe-
ny.  

“I’m connected to the Al-
legheny and Meadville com-
munities in a variety of dif-
ferent ways, and this position 
seemed like a good way to 
utilize those connections in 
a way that helped highlight 
different resources and orga-
nizations in Meadville that 
are available to Allegheny 
students,” Miller said. “(The 

position also addresses) dif-
ferent ways that, together, 
both communities can foster 
a sense of community for both 
sides of the community, and I 
felt that I had a really good per-
spective on both (sides).” 

Additionally, Miller said her 
decision to resign at the begin-
ning of this semester was due 
mainly to her numerous obliga-
tions and the subsequent pres-
sure she felt from her workload. 

“I needed to take some 
space, because I have, like, 
10,000 obligations, both in 
the Allegheny and Meadville 
(communities) combined,” 
Miller said. “It was a lot of pres-
sure from everything I was in-
volved in, so I realized I needed 
to consolidate, so I’m putting 
my efforts now towards things 
like establishing a youth advi-
sory council in Meadville.”

Miller is still involved 
with the director of commu-
nity relations position — in 
the Feb. 4 general assembly 
meeting, she was sworn in as 
an ex-officio on the Commu-
nity Relations Committee. As 
an ex-officio, Miller is able to 
work with others as part of 
the committee and has more 
flexibility and time to focus 
on other commitments. 

As he has now assumed the 
position, Jacobsen described 
his reason for being interested 
in the position as being simi-
lar to Miller’s. 

“I’m someone who’s from 
Meadville, (but) not as long 
as (Miller), as I’ve only lived 
in Meadville for (six) years,” 
Jacobsen said. “I saw a gen-
eral sentiment in Meadville 
that Allegheny is seperate 
from Meadville, as in it was 
just that place up on the hill. I 

think there is a gap that needs 
to be bridged, as we’ve said, 
and I thought a good way for 
me to do that would be to take 
up this position.” 

Jacobsen said that he was 
most excited to be able to 
collaborate with community 
members and to be able to 
create a dialogue between Al-
legheny students and Mead-
ville community members 
wherever possible. 

“(Miller’s) initiation of the 
youth advisory committee 
is one of those great ways to 
start that dialogue,” Jacobsen 
said. “We’ve also explored the 
idea of having a town hall, like 
(the one that) has been held 
before, so we feel like some-
thing like that happening 
would be a great platform for 
interaction between the Al-
legheny and Meadville com-
munities.”

ASG picked Jacobsen for 
the position since, according 
to Ferrante, Jacobsen is a first-
year and has lived in Mead-
ville for a shorter time, which 
allows him to lend a new per-
spective to the position.  Since 
being sworn into the posi-
tion, Jacobsen has focused 
on diversity in his committee 
to bring a multicultural per-
spective into the community 
relationship process, Jacobsen 
said.  

“And I think that is funda-
mentally what (the position) 
is all about,” Jacobsen said. 

Cinquino expressed that 
as a first-year, Jacobsen also 
has more time at Allegheny to 
learn and grow into his posi-
tion. 

“Because this position is a 
newer one and we haven’t had 
it for a while, it’s kind of nice 
that we have someone who 

can go into the position and 
maybe have it next year so 
that there is room to get the 
different kinks and stuff out,” 
Cinquino said. 

As Jacobsen settles into 
the role, Miller said she looks 
forward to being able to work 
with Jacobsen and keep the 
director of community rela-
tions position sustainable for 
years to come.

Jacobsen added that there 
are a significant number of re-
sources in Meadville that stu-
dents might not be aware of. 

“I feel like if we familiarize 
students with the Meadville 
community, that’s a great first 
step in terms of integrating 
Allegheny to Meadville,” Ja-
cobsen said. 

SARAH STEGER/THE CAMPUS
Top Left: Cameron Neiblum, ’20, performs during the Ground For Change Black History Month Open Mic Night on Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2020.
Top Right: Olivier Hessou, ’22, takes the stage at GFC during Open Mic Night on Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2020.
Above: Hessou and Sita Kadash, ’21, do a dual performance for GFC’s Open Mic Night on Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2020.

Strut Your Stuff
Grounds for Change hosts Black 
History Month Open Mic Night

See FEATURES   page 7
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This money would be rein-
vested into students in a num-
ber of ways, including finan-
cial aid and additional faculty, 
according to Holmgren. 

“The way people use books 
and use the library now is very 
different than it might have 
been 20 years ago,” Holmgren 
said. “The goal of this library 
is to support undergraduate 
students.” 

To be considered for re-
moval, the book must meet 
nine stringent criteria, which 
are “standard practice,” ac-
cording to Holmgren. 

First, the book must have 
been published 20 or more 
years ago. Second, Allegheny’s 
library must have had a copy 
of the book on its shelves for 
at least 10 years. 

Then, there must be no 
documented circulation, 
course reserve or internal 
use of the book in the last 10 
years, and the book must have 
fewer than two documented 
circulations ever. 

In addition, LITS staff 
must know of no impending 
curricular change or other 
reason to believe the book 
will be used in the future. 

The book must also be 
available in the same edition 
via interlibrary loan from 
multiple other academic li-
braries. Additionally, other 

libraries must have commit-
ted to retaining copies of the 
same edition of the book and 
making those copies available 
through Interlibrary loan via 
initiatives such as the Hathi-
Trust Shared Print program. 
The same edition of the book 
must also be held by a library 
in the EZBorrow lending con-
sortium. 

Finally, the same edition of 
the book must be held by at 
least four different academic 
libraries. 

Only if the book meets all 
nine of these criteria can it be 
considered for removal. 

Once books that meet all 
nine criteria are identified, 
library staff place a pink slip 
that contains information 
about them in each book that 
is eligible for consideration. 

Faculty and other commu-
nity members are welcome to 
review the books that are can-
didates for removal. If some-
one finds a book they believe 
should be kept in the library, 
the reviewer may remove the 
pink slip from the book and 
place it in an envelope provid-
ed by the InfoDesk. Once the 
pink slip is returned to the In-
foDesk, the book will be kept. 

Once a book is tagged with 
a pink slip, the book will re-
main on the shelf for faculty 
and community member re-

view for three weeks. 
“The goal is to get faculty 

to come in and look at books 
in which they are experts,” 
Holmgren said. 

After three weeks, books 
that still contain pink slips 
will be removed by LITS staff. 
Books that are removed are 
sent to the third-part reseller, 
Better World Books. 

Better World Books is 
an online seller of new and 
used books to fund world-
wide literacy initiatives. Since 
its founding in 2003, Better 
World Books has raised mil-
lions for non-profit literacy 
partners, saved hundreds 
of thousands of books from 
landfills, utilized carbon-neu-
tral shipping and created 
hundreds of jobs, according 
to the company’s website. 

Approximately 96,000 
books are expected to be can-
didates for removal. While 
there is no way to estimate 
how many books will actually 
be removed from the library, 
LITS staff members do expect 
enough books to be removed 
to free up enough space for 
the proposed offices to move 
into the library. 

Members of the Allegheny 
community have mixed feel-
ings surrounding the project. 

Professor of Mathematics 
Anthony Lo Bello referred 

to the project as “vandalism” 
and “a huge mistake.” 

Of the tagged books that 
have been marked with pink 
slips, Lo Bello estimates that 
he has removed approximate-
ly 20,000 to 30,000 of the slips. 

“A book is a work of art,” 
Lo Bello said in a previous 
interview with The Campus. 
“Just because a book hasn’t 
been borrowed in 10 years 
doesn’t mean it is no good.” 

While Professor emeritus 
of French Phillip Wolfe does 
not protest the winnowing 
project, he does object to the 
way in which the books eli-
gible for removal are being 
identified.

“I’m not against winnow-
ing the collection,” Wolfe 
said. “It is just that I am afraid 
(the LITS staff ’s) categories 
are making them winnow the 
wrong books.” 

The nine criteria are caus-
ing sets of books to be incom-
plete and censored works to 
be kept instead of uncensored 
works, according to Wolfe. 

“As any librarian will tell 
you, a broken set is worth-
less,” Wolfe said. “This pre-
occupation with categories 
above everything else, I think, 
is noxious.” 

The tentative completion 
date for the winnowing proj-
ect is the fall of 2021. 

ASG welcomes Luteran, Van Alstyne to weekly general assembly

We’ll get through 
the year and keep 
listening to you guys 
and we’ll see (what 
changes need to be 
made).” 

—JARED LUTERAN
Director of Recreation 

and Facilities, 
Allegheny College

By ALANA SABOL
News Writer
sabola@allegheny.edu

Director of Facilities and 
Recreation Jared Luteran and 
Director of Peak Performance 
and Fitness Chris Van Alstyne 
spoke in front of a packed Al-
legheny Student Government 
General Assembly on Tues-
day, Feb. 11. 

ASG welcomed the speakers 
to Henderson Campus Center 
room 301/302 to discuss the 
new changes to the David V. 
Wise Center.

Luteran began with an-
nouncing issues that have al-
ready been recognized and 
addressed surrounding the 
changes. Some of these devel-
opments include a new rack of 
dumbbells with weights ranging 
from 2 ½ to 20 pounds, a new 
mat rack outside of the public 
weight room and new tread-
mills with a decline feature.

“(Also) there was obvious-
ly a lot of feedback in the first 
week about the ventilation, 
because it wasn’t up and run-
ning,” Luteran said. “It is up 
and running now in both (the 
cardio room and the weight 
room).”

Regarding new develop-
ments, Luteran reported that 
mirrors installed for the up-
stairs cardio room have been 
ordered and will be up after 
spring break at the latest. Lut-
eran also said that the rac-
quetball court is in the pro-
cess of being repainted and 
will be available for use after 
the project is finished. 

To close his portion of the 
discussion, Luteran addressed 
the discourse about having 
a separate, exclusive weight 
room for varsity athletes. He 
explained that a private space 
is a very important feature to 
have when recruiting poten-
tial athletes. 

“There are other schools 
that we compete against that 
have (a separate space for 
varsity athletes) so it is a big 
thing for the Athletic Depart-
ment to be able to (provide 
that),” Luteran said. 

Van Alstyne talked about 
how the demand for a pri-
vate varsity weight room has 
increased as the Athletic De-
partment continues to ex-
pand. 

“The school went from 21 
(athletic) teams to 23, so in a 
sense, there is more use going 
on within the athletic facility 

because of the athletic teams 
we added on,” Van Alstyne 
said. 

Van Alstyne also men-
tioned that the creation of the 
new weight room was intend-
ed to provide available space 
for both varsity and non-var-
sity students alike. 

“We had feedback that 
teams were just coming in, 
taking over the weight room, 
kicking out students and not 
having anywhere to go,” Van 
Alstyne said. “We have been 
able to address that issue 
(with the creation of the new 
weight room) so students do 
have a place to go and that we 
can coexist in the same build-
ing.”

Before opening the floor to 
questions, Luteran said that 
they would also be getting a 
new dumbbell rack in the up-
stairs cardio room in the next 
few weeks with the goal of al-
leviating overcrowding issues.

“It will keep people (in the 
cardio room) who just want to 
do a simple workout on a plyo 
ball and use dumbbells after 
they get off the treadmill (so 
they won’t have to) go down to 
the (downstairs) weight room 
to do that,” Luteran said. 

Senator of Class of 2022 
Pamela Rodriguez brought up 
a proposal to keep the varsity 
weight room door unlocked 
when teams are not lifting to 
still have that space available 
to non-varsity students. 

Van Alstyne explained that 
the door will have to remain 

locked, because the varsi-
ty weight room will also be 
used for physical therapy and 
training, and, as a result, there 
will be equipment that cannot 
be left unmonitored.

Director of Communica-
tion and Press David Roach, 
’21, explained the issue of 
overcrowding in the new 
weight room could possibly 
cause social issues between 
non-varsity and varsity stu-
dents.

“We had some concerns 
that people aren’t going to 
want to tell (varsity athletes) 
to leave and (use their own 
weight room) because it’s 
kind of awkward,” Roach said. 

Following Roach’s com-
ment, Van Alstyne clarified 
that he had discussed the is-
sue with the majority of the 
athletic teams and encour-
aged students to come to him 
or Luteran if there was an 
issue instead of approaching 
the student athletes directly. 

“I sent an email out to the 
whole entire athletic depart-
ment saying we are supposed 
to use (the varsity weight 
room), we’re not supposed to 
go in to the student center and 
use that space,” Van Alstyne 
said. “Let me know (if ath-
letes are using the new weight 
room) because then I can ad-
dress the issue with the team 
or with the player and be able 
to work through that.”

Luteran added to Van 
Alstyne’s comment, explain-
ing that they are trying to 

work with coaches to create 
a schedule so teams can have 
set times for when they can 
use the varsity weight room 
if they can’t get a workout in 
during the open hours. 

Luteran also mentioned 
that they are always monitor-
ing what equipment people 
are using so they can get a 
better understanding of what 
to add and what to get rid of 
in the new areas. 

“We’ll get through the year 
and keep listening to you guys 
and we’ll see (what changes 
need to be made),” Luteran 
said. 

After the discussion with 
Luteran and Van Alstyne, 
ASG moved into cabinet re-
ports. 

In his report, Roach an-
nounced that he is working 
on another ASG video with 
Director of Finance Trevor 
Day, ’20,  called “How To: 
Budget Hearing” to explain 
how the budget and finance 
process works. 

Following Roach, Direc-
tor of Community Relations 
Owen Jacobsen, ’23, reported 
that a constitution for a Youth 
Advisory Council was created 
where Allegheny students and 
other students from Mead-
ville work to offer suggestions 
to Meadville City Council on 
certain matters. 

After cabinet reports, 
ASG transitioned into class 
reports.   The Class of 2022 
discussed sending Valentine’s 
Day cards to two senior living 

facilities in Meadville, and the 
Class of 2023 said that they 
are finalizing the plans for the 
first-year formal. 

During her report, Vice 
President Elyse Cinquino, 
’20, made an announcement 
that she had a meeting with 
the Title IX committee about 
hosting a self defense class. 

“We did manage to get 
Montgomery (Gymnasium) 
booked (for the self defense 
class) for the 8th of March 
from 5 to 6 p.m.” Cinquino 
reported. “We’re still getting 
the details around that but 
that could be a possible event 
that’s going to be happening.”

Following Cinquino, Pres-
ident Jason Ferrante, ’20, be-
gan his report by announcing 
that in the future Allegheny 
will be providing meal plans 
that provide students with at 
least 12 meals per week.

“Right now, the lowest 
meal plan, the mini plan, at 
best you get four meals a week 
total,” Ferrante said. “The 
second you go on that plan, 
you’re putting yourself in a 
situation where you could be 
food insecure.” 

In addition to meal plan 
changes, Ferrante also an-
nounced that students will be 
getting more munch money 
on every plan and that a meal 
swipe donation program may 
also be enacted. 

After a few more an-
nouncements, the meeting 
came to a close at 8:17 p.m.
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Key to 2020 Democratic primaries: Vote with courage

By ETHAN WOODFILL

Opinion Editor

woodfille@allegheny.edu

Donald Trump becomes the third 
president in United States history 
to have what some historians and 
political analysts are calling an as-
terisk: impeached by the House of 
Representatives and acquitted by the 
Senate.

To say that I’m surprised these 
events unfolded as they did would be 
a lie; Democrats knew from the mo-
ment House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
announced an impeachment inquiry 
into the President of the United States 
on Sept. 24, 2019, that any attempt at 
removal from office would be unsuc-
cessful. 

This article will not be an argu-
ment for or against a Senate convic-
tion against Trump; such an argument 
would result in no productive dis-
course. Rather, I am arguing that the 
so-called Senate “trial” should be re-
garded as the real “political sham,” the 
term Republicans use when referring 
to impeachment, the Special Counsel 
investigation of Russian interference 
in the 2016 U.S. elections and basically 
every controversy that has occurred 
during the Trump presidency.

Article I Section 2 of the Consti-
tution gives the House of Representa-
tives the power to bring impeachment 
charges against the president and Sec-
tion 3 gives the Senate the authority to 
hold a trial. A fair trial, in my opinion, 
is one of the most critical features of 
our democracy.

Rather than allowing for an apo-
litical, evidence-based trial, Senate 
Republicans excluded witnesses and 
held all of their faith in the presi-
dent. Some Senators like Sen. La-
mar Alexander (R-Tenn) said that 
Trump may have done wrong asking 
Ukraine to investigate the Bidens, 
but asked to weigh that against the 
economic prosperity under the cur-
rent administration.

In what democracy is a potential 
crime excusable by a healthy econo-
my? In America’s democracy, appar-
ently. 

I think this entire impeachment 
debacle — from House Democrats 
scrambling to bring charges at the 
last moments of 2019 to Senate Re-
publicans forcing a quick, politicized 
acquittal of the president — will 
leave an irreparable hole in Ameri-
can democracy. 

The legislature is supposed to 
serve as a check on executive power. 
When a president abuses the powers 
of the office, it is the responsibility 
of the House and Senate to hold the 
president accountable.

The implications of Trump’s ac-
quittal are quite frightening: Will 
Republicans attempt to impeach the 
next Democrat in the White House? 

Will Trump see his acquittal as an 
excuse to further expand the pow-
er of the executive branch or abuse 
it? I think it’s likely, and it’s a shame 
because the institution of the Senate, 
arguably the most influential American 
institution, demands more integrity on 
part of its members.

Is democracy in danger? 
The Iowa Caucuses last week proved 

chaotic when the Iowa Democratic Par-
ty did not release results until nearly 24 
hours after the caucuses closed. It was 
all due to an app malfunction; when 
workers tried to use the backup phone 
hotlines, they didn’t work. How are we 
to ensure the sanctity of our democracy 
if our election systems don’t work? Peo-
ple will further distrust our voting in-
struments and will become apathetic to 
our most fundamental right, the right 
to choose our elected officials.

Not to mention the fact that cau-
cuses aren’t democratic. Rather than 
voting in a direct primary election 
on a ballot, caucus-goers vote by 
publicly breaking into groups to 
demonstrate support for a candi-
date. This process does not allow for 
individual preference as people can 
be swayed to support an alternate 
candidate. 

I think all states ought to have 
open, direct primaries so voters can 
choose whichever party and which-
ever candidate they want to support. 
Voting systems should be tested well 
in advance of every election and en-
sured to be private, secure and flaw-
less. Democracy begs nothing less of 
Election Day running perfectly. 

Between the Iowa Caucuses and 
impeachment, I think Democrats 
have quite the hurdles to jump 
through to have a fighting chance at 
the White House in 2020. 

In particular, Joe Biden, who 
came in fourth in the Iowa Cau-
cuses, needs a new strategy to com-
pete with younger contenders. The 
former vice president’s campaign 
strategy is to ride Obama’s coattails, 
which is not an effective strategy be-
cause the electorate is not the same 
as it was in 2008 and 2012. 

I think that Iowa has taught us 
that moderate Democrats in ru-
ral America are excited about For-
mer South Bend, Indiana, Mayor 
Pete Buttigieg, who rose to victory 
in Iowa and is surging in the New 
Hampshire polls, while young pro-
gressives are throwing their support 
behind Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt). 

Regardless of who the nominee 
is, I think Democrats must unite 
around that nominee to have any 
shot against the incumbent who 
boasts a strong economy and low 
unemployment rate. Ultimately, the 
voters will be able to decide if the 
president’s actions were worthy of 
removal from office. 

 Impeachment, Iowa, implications for democracy

By TAYLOR MARZOUCA
Contributing Writer
marzoucat@allegheny.edu

For all Americans far and wide, 
Feb. 3, 2020, marked the official 
beginning of the end. Behold, the 
four-month-long 2020 Democratic 
primary season where we’ve been 
tasked with choosing our favorite 
among (too) many candidates, only 
to then be ultimately ignored and 
have the nominee decided by a tiny 
handful of the population. Oh, sweet, 
sweet democracy. But I’m surpris-
ingly not writing this to rant about 
how undemocratic the United States 
is — that’s an article for another day. 
No, my friends, as chance may have 
it, Taylor Marzouca is writing an op-
ed for her college newspaper to talk 
about something we don’t associate 
with electoral politics very often: 
courage. 

Courage is a word we don’t nor-
mally hear around voting, but it re-
ally should be. In an age of Bidens, 
Buttegiegs, Klobuchars, Steyers and 
Yangs (Rest in peace), courage is 
pretty relevant. If you’ve paid any 
attention to CNN, MSNBC or sim-
ply watched a Trevor Noah video on 
Instagram, you’ll notice a variety of 
these words when it comes to pol-
icy positions: “extreme,” “moder-
ate,” “feasible,” “unrealistic” — even 
“crazy.” Especially when it comes to 
climate policy, the only two candi-
dates who have pleaded to go head-
to-head with the fossil fuel industry 
are routinely labeled as being ide-
alistic, incomprehensible and just 
overall “too” everything. And for 
the only candidate who has actual-
ly been walking that walk since the 
’80s. Well, Bernie Sanders has been 

publicly deemed “crazy” more than 
anyone can count.

Why is this relevant? And what 
does this have to do with courage? 
Well, in case you didn’t hear, or ha-
ven’t been to California or Australia 
lately, the world is literally on fire. 
And I’m sorry to be the one to tell 
you, but we need something drasti-
cally different and innovative than 
what we have now if we’re going to 
have a chance at simply getting out 
of this alive. I genuinely wish I was 
exaggerating, but I’d be lying if I said 
it any other way.

As you may have predicted I 
would say: this is where Sanders 
comes in. It’s no secret that there’s a 
difference between Sanders and the 
rest of the presidential candidates. 
But it’s not simply because he’s a can-
didate with progressive policy. Sure, 
he supports a Green New Deal and 
has pledged to take on the fossil fuel 
industry, but what makes Sanders 
fundamentally different is the foun-

dation of his campaign: a grassroots 
movement. This nationwide net-
work of volunteers and the rejection 
of corporate donations aren’t just 
some fluffy talking points — they 
ensure that the work of this election 
goes far beyond Nov. 3, 2020. We’ve 
never seen politics like this in the 
U.S., ever. This is that “drastically 
different” something.

Some say he’s extreme. His ideas 
are “crazy” and “would not work in 
our current system.” But that’s exact-
ly the point. For a lot of people I’ve 
spoken to, they find themselves at a 
point where they like what Sanders 
is saying (I mean, how could you 
dislike the idea of everyone having 
healthcare?). But, while they might 
agree these things are “just,” and are 
positive ideals, they’re held back by 
the idea of either feasibility or elect-
ability. They don’t think the vision 
is possible for a number of reasons: 
Will he actually win? Will these pol-
icies be accepted? Isn’t America too 
racist, or sexist or conservative to 
go along with this? And let me tell 
you, people have every right to think 
like that. The organizing that’s hap-
pening in this campaign isn’t about 
fitting into what’s “possible” now, in 
the world as we know it — it’s about 
creating new possibilities. 

His ideals are ideals for a reason: 
because this is not the world we live 
in. We live in a world where the cli-
mate crisis is here and coming faster 
every day. We live in a world where 
people die because they can’t afford 
to go to the doctor. A world where 
black people are shot by police with 
no consequence. A world where the 
top 1% of the U.S. population owns 
more wealth than the bottom 80%. A 

world where small farmers are com-
mitting suicide because they are so 
deeply in debt. We live in that world, 
and it’s horrible, and cruel and most 
of all, scary. The world we live in is 
terrifying, and what’s even worse, 
is that we’re so used to it, that the 
notion that we might actually have 
a way out is “too good to be true,” 
and so to believe in the possibility 
of a good world is really just to set 
yourself up for some crushing disap-
pointment. 

To summarize an idea that the 
amazing Nina Turner brought up 
in a recent MSNBC interview: We 
cannot keep the status quo in this 
country in the name of “practical-
ity.” Rolling with what we’ve always 
done in the face of the climate cri-

sis is not practical. Practical does 
not mean that we settle for injustice. 
Practical cannot mean that we give 
up on the idea that our world can be 
better than what it is today. That, to 
me, is not “practical” — that’s letting 
fear deter you from fighting for your 
right to live a better life. But the ex-
act same reasons we’re scared, are 
the exact same reasons we need to 
be brave. The world is on fire, and 
we are quite literally running out of 
time. There is no room for “moder-
ate” anymore, you need to vote with 
courage. There is no room for a plan 
that fits within our current system. 
We need the plan, the candidate, and 
most importantly, the movement, 
that will transform the world we live 
in. And we need it now. 

... the Senate, arguably the most influential American 
institution, demands more integrity on part of its 
members.”

—ETHAN WOODFILL
Class of 2022
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Primary, caucus season underway amidst impeachment drama
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The world we live in is 
terrifying, and what’s even 
worse, is that we’re so used 
to it, that the notion that 
we might actually have a 
way out is ‘too good to be 
true...” 

—TAYLOR MARZOUCA
Class of  2020
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Chinese lantern festival concludes Lunar New Year celebration

Eye-opening experience

The Lantern Festival is a Chinese 
holiday that culminates the new 
year celebration. At Allegheny Col-
lege, the Association for Asian and 
Asian American Awareness, also 
known as A5, held the celebration 
in the Henderson Campus Center 
lobby on Wednesday, Feb. 12.

The Chinese New Year was on 
Saturday, Jan. 25, ringing in the Year 
of the Rat. The Lunar New Year in-
volves offerings, prayers and cere-
monies, as well as the celebration 
of the beginning of a new year. The 
Lantern Festival, a time of reunion 
and socialization, marks the end of 
the festival.

“(The) Lantern Festival is a cele-
bration for the end of (the) Chinese 
New Year,” said Miharu Koh, ’20. “It’s 
usually (the) 15th day of the Chinese 
calendar from the new year.”

Koh serves as the president of 
the Association for Asian and Asian 
American Awareness. 

The event featured lantern mak-
ing as well as sparklers and a pho-
to booth. Several members of A5 
donned traditional Chinese garbs 
as well.

“(The) Lantern Festival is cel-
ebrated 15 days after the Chinese 
New Year,” said Suzaine Pador, ’22. 
“There’s different (signifiers) of (the 
festival) from the colors, the deco-
rations, the lanterns, the candles — 
so right now we have a photo booth 
full of cherry blossoms and lanterns 
and candies in red bags.”

Despite the cancellation of the 
Lunar New Year celebration, which 
was supposed to happen on Jan. 24 
in the same location as the Lantern 
Festival, the club plans on hosting 
several more events to promote 
awareness of their cultures.

“We are planning to have Bubble 
Tea nights again like last semester 
and we are planning to have shaved 
ice events in April,” Koh said.

By WILLY WALKER
Science/International Editor
walkerw@allegheny.edu

Allegheny College students travelled 
to Rwanda over winter break to study 
the Rwanda genocide and reconcil-
iation of the country. Accompanied 
by Associate Professor of Psychology 
Lydia Eckstein and Associate Pro-
fessor and Chair of Political Science 
Shanna Kirschner, students learned 
about the country and the turmoil its 
citizens have gone through in the fol-
lowing years.

The students and professors 
worked with Ageis Trust, a group 
whose work centers on preventing 
genocide, mass atrocities and crimes 
against humanity.  

Samantha Awe, ’20, was one of the 
five students speaking at the town hall 
and began by sharing her early expe-
riences of the trip with the audience.

“One of the first places we travelled 
to study the genocide was the Kigali 
Genocide Memorial, which is based 
in Kigali, the capital of Rwanda,” Awe 
said. “One of our tour guides… who 
works with Aegis Trust, the group we 
were there with who gave us this tour, 
and he himself is a survivor of the 
genocide, so it was interesting to see a 
first-hand experience with that. It was 
very enlightening.”

Starting in the early 1990s, the 
Rwandan Patriotic Front, a reb-

el group made up of refugees of the 
ethnic group Tutsi, invaded northern 
Rwanda, starting the Rwandan Civil 
War. In the years following, Rwandan 
President Juvenal Habyarimana was 
assassinated. Tutsi executions oc-
curred the day after the assassination. 

Another member of the group 
of students who travelled to Rwan-
da is Tanner Kolb, ’22, who empha-
sized the importance of recognizing 
those affected and how the trip really 
opened her eyes to the struggle that 
citizens of Rwanda went through and 
still are going through in the present 
day.

“The genocide affected everybody, 
nobody based on age was left out,” 
Kolb said. “Another thing that we saw 
everywhere in Rwanda was that there 
are memorials all over the place, and 
basically anywhere you go in Rwanda 
in some way is connected to the geno-
cide. One thing that I think we found 
particularly striking and disturbing 
is that a lot of times during the geno-
cide, people would go to churches as 
a safe place, thinking these Hutu per-
petrators wouldn’t attack them if they 
were in a sacred or a holy place like 
the church, but it ended up making 
them easier targets.”

Along with attacks on church-
es, Kolb added that she learned how 
scattered victims and their families 
have become. 

“Many people do not know where 
their loved ones are, how they died, 
where they died — and they are still 
finding bodies today,” Kolb said. “A 
lot of the bodies are now in respectful 
mass graves where we were thankful-
ly able to pay our respects.”

The students expressed their ap-
preciation for the trip and for the 
people who were affected, and em-
phasized how much the trip had 
changed them.

“A really major point that really 
stuck with all of us, I think, was the 
idea of community in Rwanda, and 
the question of how we can model 
our own lives and our own commu-
nities off of this amazing thing that 
Rwanda has done, recovering from 
the hardships and struggles they went 
through,” Awe said. 

The students all expressed their 
takeaways and lessons they learned 
throughout this process, and ac-
knowledged the hope that Rwanda 
will continue to recover from the 
atrocities. One large area of focus, 
Awe said,  is on the children of Rwan-
da, and how important they are to the 
future of the country.

“Everyone is kind of aligned with 
the idea of hope for the future and 
creating a better Rwanda, and mak-
ing sure that a genocide does not 
happen again,” Awe said. “Anywhere 
we went, there was the idea of hope 

and that the children are our future, 
and (that teaching) them to be a bet-
ter generation is very important.”

A member of the audience, Dan-
ny Reid, ’21, talked about what he 
learned from hearing about the stu-
dents’ experience in Rwanda follow-
ing the presentation. 

“Overall, it was just really enlight-

ening for me to hear about all of their 
experiences in Rwanda, and especial-
ly to hear what those people are going 
through,” Reid said. “It really opens 
your eyes to the rest of the world and 
the things that other countries are go-
ing through, and it really makes you 
want to help those people in any way 
that you can.”

By TRAVIS LUXBACHER
Contributing Writer
luxbachert@allegheny.edu

Students, professors who traveled to Rwanda in 
December share thoughts in town hall

HANNAH SCHAFFER/THE CAMPUS
Top left: Students and faculty from Allegheny College’s genocide 
and reconciliation course participate in a weaving course at a wom-
en’s shelter in January 2020 in Rwanda.
Top right: Allegheny Students and faculty learn traditional Rwan-
dan dishes in January 2020 at local women’s shelter in Kigali. 
Above: Students and faculty see zebras while on safari in Decem-
ber 2019 in Akagera National Park.

EMILY RICE/THE CAMPUS
Miharu Koh, ‘20, assists students in constructing their custom lanterns during the Lantern Festival 
celebration in the Henderson Campus Center lobby on Feb. 12, 2020.
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Fiction writing professor joins English Department

When Assistant Professor of 
English Mari Christmas first 
took a creative writing class — 
her only one as an undergrad-
uate — she said, laughing, 
that she “didn’t do so well in 
it.” Fast forward to December 
2019, and those early explora-
tions have evolved to a career 
in writing fiction and a place 
as the Allegheny English De-
partment’s newest full-time 
faculty member.

“The Department of En-
glish couldn’t be happier, 
and we were just absolutely 
thrilled that she was willing 
to come join this community,” 
said Matthew Ferrence, de-
partment chair and associate 
professor of English.

Christmas said her path 
to joining that community 
began with reading Kurt Von-
negut, particularly “Cat’s Cra-
dle,” and being inspired to try 
her hand at creative writing.

“I remember when I was 
reading (Vonnegut), it cross-
ing my mind that he was hav-
ing a lot of fun doing what he 
was doing,” Christmas said. 
“You could just tell in the lan-
guage and in the story.”

For years after this early 
inspiration, Christmas did 
very little writing outside of 
her singular undergraduate 
course. It was not until a few 
years after graduation that she 
resumed writing and realized 
she wanted to pursue it as a 
full-time profession.

Reflecting on her non-
linear path from a bache-
lor’s degree in Philosophy at 
Haverford College to a formal 
education in creative writing, 
Christmas said she believes 
writers don’t have to come 
directly from an English or 

writing-only background.
“As a writer, every expe-

rience counts, and you find 
your way,” Christmas said. “If 
you want to be a writer, you’ll 
find your way.”

In fact, Christmas ex-
pressed her appreciation for 
her own background of un-
usual combinations.

“I think Philosophy was a 
really great major to have in 
terms of really devoting your-
self to large questions about 
what it means to be human 
and to be alive,” Christmas 
said. “It was a good founda-
tion for this other work that I 
would do later.”

Christmas graduated with 
her Master of Fine Arts from 
the University of Notre Dame 
and went on to receive her 
doctoral degree from the Uni-
versity of Albany, SUNY. 

“That shows that level of 
accomplishment and atten-
tion, and she also has teach-
ing experience along the way,” 
Ferrence said, referring to the 
teaching Christmas did while 
completing her doctoral de-
gree.

Teaching, Christmas 
found, was yet another ave-
nue for personal growth as 
she developed her teaching 
style without the “obvious 
foundation” of having taken 
multiple undergraduate cre-
ative writing courses. Without 
that foundation, Christmas 
decided to design the type of 
course she wished she had as 
an undergraduate student. 
She said it was an opportunity 
for her to learn alongside her 
students.

“It was a great way to sort 
of patch up those holes in 
my own academic career by 
teaching myself and teaching 
students these skills and real-
ly becoming reflective of my 
own process and being able 

to articulate what it was that 
I was doing to them,” Christ-
mas said. “Writing takes a lot 
of effort and it’s not easy. Be-
ing a little bit more open with 
that healed a lot of the inse-
curities I had about my own 
writing.”

Christmas decided to ap-
ply that model of mutually 
beneficial learning to Allegh-
eny when she submitted her 
dissertation and began seek-
ing teaching positions. When 
she found a job listing for 
Allegheny, she was delighted 
to realize that the college’s 
community is very similar to 
the one she experienced at 
Haverford.

“Allegheny’s interest in so-
cial justice and ethics and the 
community and the environ-
ment — seeing that was real-
ly exciting to me,” Christmas 
said. “There was a moment 
that I thought this was sort of 
like a dream situation.”

The excitement was mutu-
al, according to Ferrence. He 
said the hiring process began 

with a need for a permanent 
fiction writer as a result of the 
popularity of the fiction track. 
Ferrence estimates that the 
majority of senior projects in 
the English department are in 
fiction.

For the past five years, 
Ferrence said that the depart-
ment has met this demand 
through adjunct professors, 
visiting professors and occa-
sionally through his stepping 
in to teach fiction courses.

In addition to finding 
someone who was an “active 
writer of literary fiction” with 
a passion for teaching at the 
undergraduate level, the de-
partment was seeking some-
one who could contribute 
to other programs, Ferrence 
said. The English department 
is one of multiple depart-
ments hiring professors to 
also be part of Black Studies; 
Women’s, Gender, and Sexu-
ality Studies; and Community 
and Justice Studies.

Responses to the initial 
job posting were reviewed by 

a committee of three English 
faculty members and two 
non-English faculty mem-
bers. After a round of Skype 
interviews, three candidates 
were then brought to Allegh-
eny’s campus to demonstrate 
how they would teach a class. 
Ferrence describes this part of 
the hiring process as partic-
ularly challenging for those 
candidates.

“What’s so weird about it 
is that we’re sitting in this arc 
in the back of the room, and 
then there’s a class happening 
in the front of the room,” Fer-
rence said. “And then the can-
didate doesn’t know the stu-
dents, and that’s a hard thing 
to do, too.”

It was a test that Hannah 
Adsit, ’23, one of the students 
who was asked to sit in on the 
mock class, said Christmas 
passed with flying colors.

“(Christmas) just came in, 
and she was very inviting,” 
Adsit said. “It was really in-
teresting, the dynamic in the 
room. She already felt like a 
professor.”

Ferrence concurred, add-
ing that responses like Adsit’s 
are a crucial part of the hir-
ing process and that student 
response remains important 
to faculty as they make final 
decisions.

The visit also solidified 
Christmas’s desire to join the 
faculty. Officially hired in 

December 2019, Christmas 
is currently teaching two sec-
tions of English 205: Writing 
Fiction in her first semester at 
Allegheny. 

Christmas said she looks 
forward to potentially teach-
ing new courses in the En-
glish department. She hopes 
to teach a course in Post-Soul 
Satire, drawing on writers like 
Ishamel Reed, Percevel Ever-
ett and Paul Beaty and explor-
ing themes of racism, as well 
as police and state-sanctioned 
violence. She also hopes to 
teach a course on women 
writing sex that would explore 
the language given to pleasure 
and trauma in a world influ-
enced by movements like the 
#MeToo movement.

Christmas also expressed 
her eagerness to be a part of 
existing courses. Ferrence said 
he is confident that Christmas 
will excel in her courses and 
her career at Allegheny.

“I think it’s those inter-
personal skills, her desire 
and ability to be a mentor to 
young fiction writers, I think 
sets her up really well for suc-
cess here,” Ferrence said. 

Adsit shares Ferrence’s 
feelings on Christmas’s readi-
ness to join Allegheny’s com-
munity.

“It takes a special person, 
and I think she’s definitely 
right,” Adsit said.

By OLIVIA BLAKESLEE
Features Editor 
blakesleeo@allegheny.edu

Netflix’s ‘The Circle’: authentic, unique reality show

Christmas begins first semester at Allegheny, fills need for fiction writing faculty

Photo contribted by MARI CHRISTMAS
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By SHAELYN URSIDA
Features Editor
ursidas@allegheny.edu

Netflix kicked off the decade 
with an all-new reality show, 
“The Circle.”In a very un-Net-
flix-like fashion, the episodes 
were released in a series of 
waves. The first wave was re-
leased on Jan. 1, 2020, with 
episodes one through four, 
with the second wave follow-
ing on Jan. 8, 2020, with ep-
isodes five through eight and 
the final wave coming on Jan. 
15, 2020, with episodes nine 
through twelve. 

“The Circle” is immediate-
ly different from every other 
reality show out there because 
of its massive use of social 
media as the show’s main 
premise. Players move into 
the same apartment building, 
each in their own individual 
penthouse that is strategically 
spread out so that there is no 
chance of face-to-face inter-
action with one another. 

Every penthouse apart-
ment is fully equipped with 
TVs in each room that are all 
tuned into the show’s voice 
activated system called “the 
Circle.” Each player must cre-
ate an online Circle profile, 
which is their only way of 
presenting themselves to the 
other players.

The special twist is that 
since the show has an extra 
layer of anonymity with the 
players being forbidden to 
make real-life connections, 
players are given the option 
of coming on the show as a 
Catfish.

A Catfish is a player who 
uses someone else’s photos 
and information to disguise 
who they really are to trick 

another person online. Since 
players are given this option, 
paying attention and reading 
into what each person says 
is a crucial part of the game. 
The other players never tru-
ly know if someone they are 
forming connections with are 
really who they say they are. 

The point of the game is 
to form connections with 
as many people as possible. 
Players want people to like 
them so that every time there 
is a rating, players are held in 
high regard and placed higher 
on their ratings list. If a play-
er gets a high rating average 
from the group, the people 
in first and second places be-
come influencers. 

Influencers are people 
who ultimately get to decide 
who gets eliminated from the 
game, nicknamed “blocked” 
in the show. The two influ-
encers have to agree on who 
to send home after deliberat-
ing the pros and cons of each 
player in a separate group 
chat. 

Every time a player is 
blocked, that player has the 
option to meet one of the re-
maining players face to face. 
Another part of being elim-
inated is that the eliminated 
player has to make a goodbye 
video that will be sent to the 
group chat in the morning. 

If a player is a Catfish and 
an eliminated player comes to 
visit the Catfish’s apartment, 
there is a chance the eliminat-
ed player could hint that the 
Catfish is not who they pre-
tend to be in their final video 
to the group chat. It could also 
be revealed that the eliminat-
ed player is a Catfish. Who 
the eliminated player chooses 

to visit is not made common 
knowledge to the group.

The day following an elim-
ination, a new player joins the 
group chat. These new players 
are safe from the next rating 
and elimination. After a while 
of swapping players in and 
out, the numbers go from 
eight or nine players to the 
top five. 

The top five compete to 
win $100,000 and also have 
the pleasure of meeting each 
other face to face at a cele-
bratory dinner. There, it is 
revealed who among the top 
five are who they say they are, 
and who are the Catfish. 

The finale consists of one-
on-one interviews with the fi-
nal five, with all the eliminat-
ed players cheering them on 
from the sidelines. The person 
with the highest rating from 
the final rankings will emerge 
as winner of the Circle.

Although the show is com-
plicated and revolves solely 
around the creation of an on-
line profile to win a populari-
ty contest, “The Circle” is not 
nearly as bad as it sounds. For 
some reason, the show is pret-
ty entertaining.

Looking at “The Circle”as 
a whole, the idea of basing 
likability on  online chat in-
teractions and profile pic-
tures seems shallow, but it 
also speaks to the times. So-
cial media is as prevalent as it 
has ever been in our society. 
When people meet each oth-
er for the first time, the first 
thing they often do is check 
out their social media pages 
to pass judgement about what 
kind of person they are. 

Nothing about that is tru-
ly authentic — people are 

looking at a finely manicured 
presentation of what someone 
wants you to see, but people 
buy into it because, in all hon-
esty, they are probably doing 
the same thing with their own 
profiles. So, to see a show like 
“The Circle” not only exploit-
ing this flaw of society, but 
embracing it arguably makes 
the show the most realistic re-
ality show I’ve ever seen.

“The Circle” allows view-
ers a luxury the players on 
the show do not get. Viewers 
get to see every physical in-
teraction between the players 
and the screen. Whether their 
motivation stems from a place 
of calculated manipulation or 
genuine emotion, viewers are 
given a sense of who each 
player is and watch as the oth-
er players draw the same con-
clusions or not.

Authenticity is a huge 
part of playing the game. 
Throughout the season, play-
ers are exposed at the slightest 
hint of fakeness. If someone’s 
pictures do not match the 
personality they had while 
conversing, they are labeled 
as a Catfish and sent home.

Lying on social media is 
no joke — people can detect 
a fake account or an insincere 
comment from miles away. 
One of the themes of the 
show is that people who are 
authentic and genuine with 
their feelings and open up to 
the group are held at a high-
er standard among the other 
players.

Players who are catfish are 
respected for their decision 
but ultimately frowned upon 
for not being themselves from 
the start. The players who are 
truthful from the beginning 

attack the people who are re-
vealed as Catfish.

From what I gather, the 
people who disguise them-
selves and decide to be a 
Catfish do so for one of two 
reasons. One, they are there 
to play the game and get the 
money, and they believe if 
they have to be fake and try 
to please people, then that is 
what they are there to do. Or 
two: they feel as if their own 
true physical appearance does 
not uphold the standards that 
society holds as being beau-
tiful, so they feel the need to 
put on a mask.

Again, what show could 
speak more to the modern 
era than this? Social media 
beauty standards and societal 
beauty standards have always 
been a point of hardship for 
society. Players Sean and Kar-
en have similar reasoning for 
why they decide to catfish as 
slimmer, more stereotypically 
beautiful women. It all boils 
down to the fact that they 
both assumed that while their 
bodies didn’t meet societal 
standards, their personalities 
would blow people away.

When a professional bas-
ketball player named Anto-
nio isn’t home, he goes to see 
Mercedez, also known as Kar-
en, and discovers she is a Cat-
fish. She asks him if he would 
have spoken to her had she 
gone into the game as herself, 
and his immediate response 
was that he did not know. 

The show definitely high-
lights the problems that come 
with social media and the 
stigmas that accompany body 
image. Catfish Sean reveals 
her true self when she is still 
in the game, and some peo-

ple are genuinely accepting, 
but others get upset that she 
wasn’t honest, which severs 
trust between Sean and those 
players.

Another example of au-
thenticity playing a huge role 
is shown in the first episode 
when fan-favorite Shubham 
was ranked eight overall, and 
then proceeds to receive an 
influencer spot four weeks in 
a row. That moment is im-
portant in showing that the 
more the players get to know 
each other on a level past su-
perficiality, they are forming 
real, personal connections.

Overall, the show is not 
as heavy as I might make 
it seem, and it is not one of 
those shows that is trying to 
be outstandingly different. It 
just so happens that it works 
that way. “The Circle”is hilar-
ious and had me bursting out 
laughing at least five times 
an episode, if not more. The 
way these people say things 
and are so energetic about the 
challenges is what makes the 
show addictive. 

I think Netflix has pro-
duced something that has the 
potential to make people think 
if they want to. If viewers want 
to watch this show simply for 
the entertainment that is re-
ality television, “The Circle” 
can do that, too. It is all up to 
the viewers and if they want to 
stop and think about what the 
show plays with here in terms 
of social media. The next time 
you are bored and need a new 
show to binge watch, give “The 
Circle” a try.

I think it’s those interpersonal skills, her desire 
and ability to be a mentor to young fiction 
writers, I think sets her up really well for 
success here.” 

—MATTHEW FERRENCE
Assistant Professor of English,

Allegheny College
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Run Out from page 1

EMILY RICE/THE CAMPUS
Middle left: The fraternities and sororities of Allegheny College come together on Jan. 19, 2020, in 
Brooks Circle to continue the tradition of welcoming their newest members..
Bottom left: The sisters of Alpha Chi Omega bring their new members into Brooks Circle on Sunday, 
Jan. 19, 2020.
Above: Brothers of Phi Kappa Psi gather together to celebrate their newest members in Brooks Circle 
on Sunday, Jan. 19, 2020.

By SHAELYN URSIDA
Features Editor
ursidas@allegheny.edu

Brooks Circle was teeming with 
members of Allegheny College So-
rority and Fraternity Life as the 
organizations’ active members in-
troduced their newest ones for the 
annual Bid Day Run Out event on 
Sunday, Jan. 19.

Run Out is an event that happens 
each semester following recruitment 
to recognize and welcome the new 
members. New members participate 
in Bid Day as a celebration of accept-
ing a bid, or invitation, into one of 
the 12 fraternity and sorority chap-
ters on campus. . 

The Panhellenic Council is the 
governing body for sororities on 
campus and works frequently with 
the chapters. 

Erin Hartwiger, ’21, is Alleghe-
ny’s Panhellenic Council president 
for the 2020-21 school year The Pan-
hellenic Council, in collaboration 
with sororities, helps to create a new 
community at Allegheny, according 
to Hartwiger.

“I think in general the Panhellen-
ic community is really great because 
sororities in general are groups fo-
cused on uplifting and supporting 
other women, and (the Panhellenic 
Council) just brings all those com-
munities together to create an even 
bigger one,” Hartwiger said. 

While Bid Day celebrates new 
members of Fraternity and Sorority 
Life, the event also allows the chap-
ters’ current members to dress up 
and chant their organization’s an-
thems.

For some students, this was their 
last Bid Day. Jillian Stiver, ’20, has 
been in Kappa Alpha Theta since 
2017. 

“It was sad because it was my last 
one, and that was the last time I’ll 
ever get to deck myself out in glit-
ter and run in Brooks Circle and 
chant and sing with some of my best 
friends,” Stiver said.

Stiver added that she is excited to 
welcome her new sisters. 

“It was exciting to get new mem-
bers because I sit on the recruitment 
committee for my sorority and it was 
exciting to see all of our hard work 
pay off and to get really awesome 
girls who were super excited to join 
our organization and just see how 
they grow within the organization,” 
Stiver said.

Members of fraternities at Al-
legheny were also excited to get new 
members. David Roach ’21 has been 
in Delta Tau Delta since 2017.

“This Bid Day was the most fun 
I’ve had at Run Out since my fresh-
man year. There was a really big 
sense of sorority and fraternity com-
munity life there. It just felt like ev-
eryone was just there to have a really 
good time, everyone was cheering 
on everyone,” Roach said. 

Roach surprised himself by join-
ing a fraternity his freshman year, 
and has not been disappointed with 
his choice.

“I came to Allegheny not really 
thinking that I was going to join a 
fraternity at all. I just think that so-
rority and fraternity life at Allegheny 
is so different than anywhere else be-
cause you aren’t just defined by your 
organization, you make so many 
other connections between other or-
ganizations,” Roach said.

EMILY RICE/THE CAMPUS
Top: Sisters of Delta Delta Delta carry their letters on Sunday, Jan. 19, 2020, into Brooks Circle.
Above: Sisters of Kappa Alpha Theta join together on Sunday, Jan. 19, 2020, for Run Out in Brooks 
Circle.
Top left: Theta Chi welcomes their newest brothers on Sunday, Jan. 19, 2020, in Brooks Circle.  
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Allegheny College celebrated its first 
annual Pride Night during a double-
header Women’s and Men’s Basket-
ball game on Jan. 22, at the David V. 
Wise Center. The games also 
marked the first appearance in 2020 
of the school’s pep band.

Although the idea of a pep band 
is not new to Allegheny, the band 
was revived during a basketball 
game against Wabash College on 
Feb. 1, 2019, when the Wise Center 
performance arena was renamed the 
James H. Mullen Jr. Arena to honor 
the retirement of President Mullen, 
the 21st president of Allegheny Col-
lege. 

According to Ron Stitt, director 
of the pep band, Mullen had wanted 
to establish a pep band on multiple 
occasions during his tenure. When 
President Hillary Link took over 
following Mullen’s retirement, she 
advocated for a pep band among the 
college’s wind symphony, according 
to Emily Kauchak, ’20.

“(Link) seemed to be really ex-
cited to get students more involved 
in events that happen on campus,” 
Kauchak said. “(Members of the 
wind symphony) were all asked if 
we wanted to sign up for pep band 

and were told that it wouldn’t count 
toward anything and we’d just be do-
ing it to have fun — I was like, ‘Heck 
yeah, it sounds like a good time.’”

Kauchak said that unlike sym-
phonies and ensembles at Allegheny, 
the pep band is entirely made up of 
volunteer musicians who do not re-
ceive credit for their performances. 
She said that the students and Stitt 
formed the band for the fun of mak-
ing music.

Along with directing the pep 
band, Stitt teaches trombone lessons 
for the Music Department. Stitt has 
been involved with music at Allegh-
eny since 1980 and has taught music 
theory, music technology, applied 
trombone and euphonium, jazz 
band, wind symphony and wind en-
semble. 

When Stitt was asked to start the 
pep band, he was unsure if there 
would be enough interest, but he 
quickly discovered that students 
were more than happy to participate.

“We came up with the idea of 
doing some basketball games to see 
how it would work and to see what 
kind of response we would get from 
the students,” Stitt said. “The re-
sponse from the students was over-
whelming. We had more than 30 stu-
dents express an interest in playing, 
which kind of blew us away. It was 
very exciting.”

Jakob Drozd, ’21, a percussionist for 
the band, is a part of the wind ensemble, 
wind symphony, jazz band, percussion 
ensemble, percussion lessons and he 
participates in off-campus competitive 
marching bands throughout the year. 
He said that he was happy to see a pep 
band formed at a Division III school.

“(The pep band) is something I 
missed out on from a big universi-
ty setting,” Drozd said. “I thought it 
would be really fun to try it out. It’s 
been a really great experience.”

As the director of the band, Stitt 
said that he is in charge of organiz-
ing rehearsal, getting the necessary 
equipment for the band and decid-
ing which songs are played, and in 
what order, during the games. The 
band plays the national anthem 
before the game, and plays during 
timeouts and halftime. Stitt and the 
musicians say that the band’s playlist 
is far from complex.

“The typical kind of stuff (for 
sporting events),” Stitt said. “Nothing 
earth-shatteringly significant, just the 
usual ‘rah-rah, yay’ type of stuff.”

Kauchak said the band performs 
songs that encourage audience partici-
pation and team spirit.

“The music is not hard, so it’s just 
fun,” Kauchak said. “It’s stuff that every-
one knows, stuff you can sing along to, 
so we just have a good time and goof 
around.”

Lena Gemmer, ’20, a trumpet 
player in the pep band, said that al-
though the music is not difficult, it is 
enjoyable and interesting to play.

“(Pep band) has been really fun,” 
Gemmer said. “I enjoy the songs that 
we play because they are historical. 
Professor Stitt gets us music from 
the 1920s and ’30s. He also gets lots 
of songs that used to be played at Al-
legheny.”

Gemmer said that the band is a 
relaxing aspect of her semester and 
offers her a way to get to know mem-
bers of the Music Department on a 
more personal level.

“We really enjoy the camaraderie 
in the pep band,” Gemmer said. “I 
feel that in a smaller group, you can 
have more conversations and it’s a 
more relaxed environment than the 
wind symphony. In pep band, you 
really get to see people’s personalities 
come out. It’s a really fun, relaxed en-
vironment for all of us.”

Stitt and the musicians said that 
the response to the pep band from 
students, faculty and spectators has 
been overwhelmingly positive. Link, 
Athletic Director and Recreation 
Bill Ross, and Provost and Dean of 
the College Ron Cole have all voiced 
their support for the pep band, ac-
cording to Stitt. Drozd said the sup-
port the band has received has been 
uplifting for the group.

“We appreciate the support from 
everybody at the first two games 
(that we’ve performed at),” Drozd 
said. “We’re really happy to be play-
ing.”

The band will play at six games 
on three separate dates this semester. 
The band played for Pride Night and 
will perform at doubleheader Men’s 
and Women’s Basketball games at 2 
p.m. and 4 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 15, 
and 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Feb. 19. The Gators will face off 
against Denison University and Hi-
ram College respectively.

Although Stitt does not see the 
band progressing into a full march-
ing band with its current resources 
and funding, he expects that the 
band is here to stay and will contin-
ue to operate at its current capacity 
and may play in football games in 
the fall. 

“(The pep band) is good publici-
ty for the school,” Stitt said. “When 
you get alums coming back to attend 
the games, and they see what’s hap-
pening and compare that to what 
they see when they watch Division 
I games, they go, ‘Wow. That’s hap-
pening here.’ It reflects well for Al-
legheny, the Music Department and 
the Athletic Department. I think it’s 
a win-win all the way around.”

The Allegheny Women’s and Men’s 
Swimming and Diving teams 
are competing in this season’s 
North Coast Athletic Conference 
Championships, which began on 
Wednesday, Feb. 12, and lasts until 
Saturday, Feb. 15, at Denison Uni-
versity in Granville, Ohio.

The women’s team capped off 
their undefeated season with a 188-
48 victory over Fredonia State Uni-
versity on Jan. 25. The team finished 
the season 7-0, a mark that Alyson 
Codner, ’20, said was significant to 
the team.

“It meant a lot (to go undefeat-
ed) because we put in so much 
work,” Codner said. “To really get 
that reward, to know that all the 
hard work we put in paid off, really 
meant a lot.”

The women’s swimming and 
diving team will have eight gradu-
ating members in 2020. Riley Aul, 
’20, said she was excited about the  
undefeated season as the team pre-
pared for conferences.

“I think it’s really awesome to be 
a part of the team for my last year 
while we go undefeated,” Aul said. 
“It sets us up for the potential to 
reach third in our conference. It’s 
super exciting to be involved and a 
part of that process.”

The Gators finished fifth in the 
NCAC last season, and according 
to Head Coach Max Niggel and Aul, 
the team is projected to finish third 
in the conference but would be hap-
py to improve to fourth.

Despite the team’s success 
through the season, Niggel said that 
the team understands that their ul-
timate goal to improve their confer-
ence record has yet to be achieved.

“Right now we’re all excited for 
them and proud about it, but we’re 
gearing up for conferences which 
we’ve trained for the whole year,” 
Niggel said. “We’re all very excited 
and very nervous. It’s an emotional 
thing when you swim a season as 
long and demanding as ours and 
then it all comes down to a few 
days.”

Kenyon College’s Women’s 
Swimming and Diving team has 
won the conference the past two 

seasons. Kenyon ranked at the top 
of the conference from 1985-2003, 
2005-’08, 2016 and 2018-’19. Den-
ison has claimed the top spot every 
other season since 1985. 

Allegheny is projected to finish 
third behind these schools for the 
first time since 2011. DePauw Uni-
versity claimed the third spot a sea-
son ago followed by Wooster Col-
lege. Allegheny defeated Wooster 
163-131 on Jan. 18.

The Gators entered conferences 
looking to maintain their success-
ful season. According to Codner, 
the undefeated season has prepared 
members of the team for their diffi-
cult conference championships.

“This season, we have had a lot 
of high energy and winning all 
these meets has really gotten us 
excited for (conferences),” Codner 
said. “I think we’re more excited 
this year. We’re closer and the team 
has a good atmosphere.”

Aul also credited the team’s ex-
citement and energy for her opti-
mism heading into the end of the 
season.

“The team has built up their atti-
tude (of winning) with each meet,” 
Aul said. “Having win after win af-
ter win, everyone gets more excited 
and pumped up for the next meet 
and the opportunity to continue 
that streak of wins. I’m super excit-
ed to see how that brings us through 
conferences.”

The Gators are in position to im-
prove their fifth-place ranking in 
the conference, but Niggel said that 
the team’s success will not be mea-
sured by their final results. Instead, 
he said that if they continue to bond 
as a team and support one another, 
conferences will be a success.

Niggel credited the class of 2020 
for the team’s improved culture over 
his first two years as head swim-
ming coach.

“The class of 2020 has seen 
the program go through a lot of 
changes,” Niggel said. “They have 
been able to guide and mentor the 
underclassmen through all these 
changes and (showed them) what 
it means to be Allegheny students, 
swimmers and divers.”

Along with cementing their un-
defeated season against Fredonia, 
the women’s team celebrated their 
Senior Day on Jan. 25. Among the 

Gators swimming in their last meet 
at the Mellon Pool in the Wise Cen-
ter were Codner and Aul.

“(The end of the season) is really 
bittersweet,” Codner said. “I’ve been 
swimming for so long, so the fact 
that it’s coming to an end is really 
exciting, but also sad and hard to 
grapple with.”

Aul echoed the bittersweet sen-
timent as she prepared for her final 
NCAC championship meet.

“It’s exciting that (my swimming 
career) is almost done because I’m 
proud that I completed all four 
years on the team, especially this 
season,” Aul said. “But it is sad that 
the sport that I’ve done all of my life 
is almost done. I’m excited though 
to see how I do at conferences for 
my last couple swims.”

With eight members of the 
women’s team graduating, the team 
will look to bring in a strong re-
cruiting class in 2021. Codner said 
the team’s success this season could 
help to bring in strong swimmers 
and divers.

While there is optimism for the 
future of the team, Niggel said that 
the class of 2020 will be irreplace-
able.

“What (the seniors) have all 
meant to this team on an individual 
level will be really hard to replace,” 
Niggel said. “One of the hardest 
parts about coaching for me is that 
you develop all of these relation-
ships and connections with your 
student athletes and then they have 
to move on after four years. That’s 
a hard goodbye to say. We’ll miss 
them as people and we’ll certainly 
miss them for how talented they 
were and the times that they swam.”

The team will wrap up confer-
ences on Saturday, Feb. 15, and will 
have their final meet at the Kenyon 
Fast Chance hosted by Kenyon in 
Gambier, Ohio, on Feb. 22. 

In preparation for conferences, 
Niggel had a final message for the 
team.

 “The work is done,” Niggel said. 
“We’re just tightening up the last 
few things. (The team should) stay 
positive and stay proud of every-
thing they’ve done this year. We’re 
in position to strike, and all we need 
to do is seal the deal. We’re ready to 
go. We just have to take what’s ours.”

Swim team competes in NCAC 
Conference Championships

Pep band debuts during basketball doubleheader
Allegheny pep band returns at new administration’s request

By HENRY SUTTER
Sports Editor
sutterh@allegheny.edu

Upcoming Games

Women’s Track and Field
Saturday, Feb. 15

Grand Valley State Big Meet
Allendale, MI

Women’s Basketball
Saturday, Feb. 15

Meadville

Men’s Basketball
Saturday, Feb. 15

Meadville

Women’s Basketball
Wednesday, Feb. 19

Meadville

Men’s Basketball
Wednesday, Feb. 19

Meadville

Baseball
Saturday, Feb. 22

Beckley, WV


	p1
	p2
	p3
	p4
	p5
	p6
	p7
	p8

