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Allegheny modifies classrooms to comply with COVID-19 guidelines
By ALANA SABOL
News Editor
sabola@allegheny.edu

To prepare for the fall semester, Allegh-
eny made significant changes to how 
students would learn — whether they 
decided to return to campus or take 
classes remotely. 

President Hilary Link outlined how 
the college was following the Center of 
Disease Control’s guidelines, including 

a mask mandate and physical distanc-
ing requirements.

“In classrooms, everyone will be 
masked,” Link said. “Faculty and oth-
er students have the right to send an-
other student out of the classroom if 
they’re not wearing a mask because it’s 
putting not just themselves or the peo-
ple around them at risk, but the whole 
community.” 

In accordance with the CDC guide-
lines, every classroom in use has been 
arranged such that there is at least six 
feet of distance between each person. 

“We literally went classroom to 
classroom this summer spacing out (six 
feet of distance between desks) with a 
measuring tape,” Link said. “So we’ve 
taken this really seriously.”

According to Dean of Curriculum 
and Registrar Ian Binnington, in order 

for classrooms to be able to be in use 
this semester, the college had to test 
whether or not each academic building 
had proper ventilation.

“We’ve been working with the Phys-
ical Plant and the Allegheny College 
Health Agency, and we’ve been looking 
at the CDC’s and other professional or-
ganizations’ standards for airflow,” Bin-
nington said. “The big issue is moving 
the air from the inside to the outside. 

You don’t want the air sitting there, you 

want it moving.” 

The buildings that did not have 

proper ventilation had to be taken out 

of commission for the fall semester, 

including Oddfellows Hall, Ruter Hall, 

and the second floor of Alden Hall. 

See CLASSROOMS  page 3

NCAC 
suspends 
fall sports 

season
By BREE GRAY
News Editor
grayb@allegheny.edu

On Wednesday, July 22, Director of 
Athletics and Recreation Bill Ross 
sent an email to the campus com-
munity announcing the North Coast 
Athletic Conference decision to sus-
pend all intercollegiate competition 
through December 31, 2020.

The College fully supports the 
NCAC’s decision to suspend colle-
giate athletics for the fall season, ac-
cording to Assistant Athletic Direc-
tor for Communications Sean King.

“As members of the North Coast 
Athletic Conference, we adhere to 
the guidelines set forth by the con-
ference leadership, including the 
NCAC Presidents’ Council,” King 
wrote in an email to the Campus.

According to the NCAC, each 
member institution is allowed to 
use the fall season for practices if 
they have policies in place that allow 
the athletic teams to comply with all 
safety protocols on campus. 

“Individual return-to-play proto-
cols will be in place at each member 
institution to allow for an athletic 
experience without conventional 
competition within the parameters 
of federal, state, institutional, con-
ference and NCAA guidance,” the 
NCAC announced. “In the mean-
time, we plan for teams to be able to 
practice and gather this fall under 
the supervision of their coaches, as 
long as they comply with all safety 
standards in place across their re-
spective campuses.”

King declined to comment on 
questions regarding student-athlete 
safety during training and practic-
es as well as any college-initiated 
COVID-19 policies for the Athletics 
Department.

“With the fast-changing NCAA 
and CDC health guidelines, we can-
not comment definitively but hope 
to make updates available as things 
evolve,” Ross clarified in a statement 
to the Campus.

See NCAC   page 2

Longest Spring Break Ever

Students return to campus during pandemic

TAYLOR HAYES/THE CAMPUS
Students receive keys and supplies during move-in at Robertson Athletic Complex on Thursday, Aug. 27, 2020.

See FEATURES   page 7

Fraternity & Sorority Life adjusts for the academic year

By BREE GRAY
News Editor
grayb@allegheny.edu

Fraternity & Sorority Life organizations 
on campus will have a modified Greek 
life experience due to the ongoing pan-
demic and new campus policies sur-
rounding social gatherings and events. 

According to the Plans to Reopen Al-
legheny College, all students on campus 
must wear face coverings and obey phys-
ical distancing guidelines. Also, student 
organizations are unable to hold large 
social gatherings where physical distanc-
ing cannot be met to the state standards. 
The changes apply anywhere on campus 
that students and faculty may be in the 

presence of other community members.
Allegheny College has 12 operating 

Fraternity & Sorority Life student or-
ganizations. 10 of those organizations 
have formal residences on campus. 
Sororities have suites located on the 
fourth floor of Brooks Hall and most 
fraternities have separate residences. 

To ensure member safety, each 
chapter is planning to take the neces-
sary precautions and follow the guid-
ance provided by the college and the 
Allegheny College Health Agency. 

Members residing in the fraternity 
residence of PA-Delta chapter of Phi 
Delta Theta are expected to maintain 
physical distance and wear a mask at all 
times to prevent the spread of the dis-

ease, said President Raymond Englert, 
’22. 

“(Members) can talk to each other 
in the hallway, but six feet apart with 
masks on,” Englert said. “(Members) 
should not be with each other for lon-
ger than 15 minutes. Basically, every-
thing that one would do to limit expo-
sure in a normal dorm, (they) have to 
do in the house right now.”

The Beta Chi chapter of Theta Chi 
has an off-campus fraternity residence, 
however, the members within the fra-
ternity will continue to uphold the 
same safety standards established by 
the college in addition to new chapter 
policies, according to President Nicho-
las DeNardo IV, ’21.

“There is a two-week quarantine pe-
riod, so there will be no guests,” DeNar-
do said. “Also, we have developed and 
implemented our own plans for inside 
of the house by limiting the number of 
guests a brother can have in his room 
and what guests can do in the house. 
(We) also are taking temperatures and 
wiping down high-contact areas at cer-
tain times throughout the day.”

Fraternities hold recruitment events 
during the fall semester and sororities 
host recruitment events at the begin-
ning of the fall and spring semester. 

See FSL   page 2
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NCAC from page 1
Sports teams that tradition-

ally compete during the fall 
semester, including Men’s and 
Women’s Basketball, Men’s and 
Women’s Cross Country, Men’s 
and Women’s Golf, Men’s and 
Women’s Soccer, Men’s and 
Women’s Swimming and Diving, 
Women’s Field Hockey, Women’s 
Volleyball and Men’s Football 
will be impacted by the NCAC 
decision.

“I am disappointed that we 
will not have a fall season since 
we also did not get to finish 
the spring season previously, 
though I understand that the 
decision was made with the 
mindset of what would be best 
for the athletes and anyone in-
volved during the pandemic,” 
said Women’s Golf athlete Lilian 
Fogland, ’23. “Although I am sad 
that we won’t have a fall season 
this year, I am grateful that the 
NCAC took measures to try and 
limit the spread and exposure of 
the virus. I think it was a good 
decision to err on the side of 
caution and limit the risk factor 
of anyone getting sick during 
tournaments since people can be 
asymptomatic though still pass 
the virus to others.”

Golf will lose the fall portion 
of its athletic season, however, 
the team is very hopeful that 
they can move forward with 
the spring season, according to 
Head Coach Jeff Groff. 

“I, as well as my other team-
mates, were saddened to hear 
about the season cancellation,” 
said Men’s Soccer midfielder and 
forward Tighe Raymond, ’23. 
“Many of us have been working 
and training hard for the fall, so 
it was difficult to hear about the 
decision. This would have been 
our senior class’s last fall season 
and it is hard to imagine how 
they must feel. However, people’s 
health and safety are import-
ant, so I can understand where 
the NCAC’s decision is coming 
from.”

John Ian Duron, ’23, a run-
ning back for Men’s Football, ex-
pressed his disappointment re-
garding the loss of a competitive 
season, however, he is optimistic 
about using this season to train. 

“I am very disappointed, but I 
expected (the decision) because 
I have kept up with the news, 
especially because I live in Flori-
da,” Duron said. “I have to move 
past (the disappointment) and 
keep moving forward.”

Many athletic teams will use 
the entire fall season or a por-
tion of it to train and prepare 
student-athletes for the recom-
mencement of intercollegiate 
competition. According to the 
NCAC, while student-athletes 
may not experience a conven-
tional athletic season, the teams 
will still be able to participate in 
their sport without concern of 
any NCAA eligibility issues. 

“We will come together for 
weight training and condition-
ing and progress as the NCAA 
and the school allow (the team),” 
said Men’s Football Head Coach 
Rich Nagy. “The beginning will 
be hybrid due to the protocols 
put in place by the NCAA and 
the College.” 

Men’s Football will utilize the 
David V. Wise Center for group 
practices and training with a 
tentative start date around Sept. 
14.

“(Men’s Soccer) plans on 
training and lifting in smaller 
groups in the beginning phases, 
and then progressing to a full 
team practice,” Head Coach An-
gelo Panzetta wrote in an email 
to the Campus. “I plan on train-
ing for five to six weeks this fall 
semester.” 

To ensure student-athlete 
safety, new protocols have been 
implemented regarding locker 
room and shower usage as well 
as hybrid training schedules, 
Panzetta added. 

“We will follow all the guide-
lines of the Allegheny College 

Health Agency along with the 
recommendations of our Athlet-
ic training staff,” Panzetta said. 
“The players will have to adjust, 
one example is, coming from 
their dorm, training, and going 
back to their dorm shower will 
be part of the new routine. The 
locker room will only be used 
by a few teammates at a time for 
quickly changing.”

Athletic teams that use local 
amenities, such as Men’s and 
Women’s Golf, can use Crawford 
County facilities at this time. 
Men’s and Women’s Golf use 
the driving range and putting 
green for their practices at the 
local Crawford County country 
club, however, the golf room is 
available at the Wise Center to 
replace the country club if re-
quired. 

“We are hopeful that, at some 
point when students come back, 
we can practice at the country 
club, which is our home course,” 
Groff said. “We will also do con-
ditioning and other training at 
the Wise Center.”

According to Groff, team 
practices and training will obey 
guidelines set forth by the col-
lege and remain tentative at the 
moment. A hybrid schedule may 
be used if the Wise Center is 
not suitable for the entire team 
to utilize the space in a social-
ly-distanced manner. 

The Class of 2024 will begin 
their athletic experience at Al-
legheny College in an unconven-
tional manner akin to their en-
tire first-year due to COVID-19.

“This is as new and as differ-
ent than any of us have experi-
enced so (you) are not alone,” 
Fogland said. “(You) should 
continue to play or practice 
(your) respective sport despite 
the changes to the best of (your) 
ability. We don’t know how long 
the pandemic will continue, 
though we can try to make the 
best of the situation. Part of life 
is adapting and figuring it out 

along the way.”
Fogland advised incoming 

first-year students to reach out 
and stay in constant communi-
cation with one another and the 
team as they are navigating the 
new procedures as well. 

“I know that the golf team 
will do as much as they can to 
try and make up for the lack 
of tournaments through team 
games and modified practice 
during this time,”  Fogland said. 
“Obviously each of the (first-
years’) experiences will be totally 
different, and to that, I say hang 
in there, talk to your teammates 
and coaches if you have any res-
ervations and questions, they are 
like a second family.”

Fogland is hopeful for a po-
tential spring season with com-
petitions even if restrictions 
need to be in place to safely 
compete. 

“It is (your) first year on this 
campus and this season gives 
(you) the opportunity to ex-
plore the college,” Men’s Football 
punter Marcus Wolf, ‘22, said. 

Wolf advised first-year stu-
dents to try out different ac-
tivities on campus, focus on 
academics and stay on top of 
schoolwork.

According to Panzetta, Men’s 
Soccer has spent the summer ad-
vising athletes to be flexible and 
ready to change on a moment’s 
notice. The first-years will have 
a six-week window of collegiate 
soccer training.

“This semester is going to be 
like no other,” Panzetta wrote. 
“The plan could change at any 
given day or week, “stay flexible,” 
adjust and keep a positive mind-
set, control what (you) can con-
trol and do not get frustrated.”

Panzetta emphasized the im-
portance of keeping both oneself 
and the community safe by fol-
lowing the guidelines provided 
by the college. 

“(First-year students) get to 
learn about the school without 

feeling the pressure of playing 
a game on Saturday,” Nagy said. 
“They will be able to acclimate 
college life a little better, which 
is my hope and utilize that time 
to learn how to become a college 
student.” 

Nagy advised the Class of 
2024 to use this time to get accli-
mated to the campus without the 
stress of competition and to use 
training and practice sessions to 
connect with teammates and the 
staff. 

“Nobody can predict what 
is going to happen in week two 
or even a month down the road 
so we have to stay fluid with it,” 
Nagy added. “You just have to 
keep rolling with what is going 
on right now. Whatever (NCAC 
and the college) allow us to do, 
we will do.”

Groff advised all first-year 
athletes as well as returning 
athletes to focus on the spring 
season and to look ahead for the 
future.

“Those that are here, we will 
get our practice in and just look 
forward to the spring,” Groff 
said. “We have a great group and 
we all see the bigger picture so, 
yes, it hurts to be a student-ath-
lete and to lose a part of your 
season but we have the spring 
and there was nothing that we 
could do, so we are going to 
make the best of it and look to 
the future.”

For student-athletes in the 
class of 2021, this season marks 
the end of their Allegheny Col-
lege athletic experience unless 
there is a spring season.

“Plan that there may be a 
spring season but know that we 
may have to pivot and switch,” 
Nagy advised seniors. “Keep 
faith that there will be some-
thing, train and stay positive. 
Hopefully, there will be a spring 
season but if there is not, there 
are still the positives of being 
able to be around their friends 
and teammates one last time.” 

Nagy expressed his support 
for senior athletes and hopes 
that, if there is a spring season, 
the seniors may have a proper 
end to their Allegheny football 
career. In the event of a spring 
season, the team could expect a 
potential four to five games. 

“We have a great group of 
seniors on the team,” Wolf said. 
“(The team) is going to miss 
them when they graduate.”

Groff emphasized that the 
current circumstances were out 
of anyone’s control so the team 
will make the best of the situa-
tion. 

“Focus on what (you) can 
control,” Groff said. “COVID-19 
has taken its toll in lots of differ-
ent areas and a lot of different 
ways so (we) are going to try to 
make the best of it this fall sea-
son.” 

Seniors may have the oppor-
tunity to return for a fifth season 
of competition in the fall of 2021 
if they chose, Panzetta added. 
Panzetta recommended that 
senior athletes make a well-in-
formed decision and discuss the 
choices with family, staff and fel-
low seniors. 

 “I understand their frustra-
tion as an ex-collegiate play-
er, so much work goes into the 
preparation for the senior year,” 
Panzetta wrote. “As I have al-
ready told them, I will support 
and assist them in whatever 
decisions they make regarding 
their eligibility. The staff is here 
for them.”

Students interested in joining 
a fraternity or sorority are eligi-
ble to participate in recruitment 
after completing one semester 
and obtaining the GPA require-
ment for the chapter they would 
like to join. No student is per-
mitted to join a fraternity or so-
rority if their cumulative GPA is 
below a 2.25. 

On Saturday, Aug. 15, the 
Allegheny College Panhellen-
ic Council, the governing body 
of sororities on campus, an-
nounced on their Instagram ac-
count that any eligible individu-
al interested in joining a sorority 
this semester must email them.

“To the students interested 
in participating in Fall Recruit-
ment, I would say to keep an 
open mind,” said President of 
the Mu chapter of Kappa Alpha 
Theta, Kayleigh Young, ’21. “Ev-
erything is starting to look dif-
ferent because of the pandemic, 
but we aren’t letting that stop us 
from connecting with students 
and creating a positive experi-
ence for all potential new mem-
bers. Connections and friend-
ships will still grow, even if we 
have to stay physically apart.”

Fall Recruitment will be an 
unprecedented experience as 
the college and FSL move to a 
more virtual and individualized 

procedure to limit the spread of 
disease. 

“My chapter is working to-
wards giving new members the 
best possible bid day experience, 
which includes but is not limited 
to delivering gift baskets to new 
members, decorating the suite 
and allowing small, socially-dis-
tanced groups to take photos 
and hosting interactive virtual 
games and events,” Young said.

While fraternities do not have 
a unified, official recruitment 
event akin to sorority recruit-
ment, the chapters will contin-
ue to reach out to potential new 
members on an individual basis. 

“The brothers of Phi Gamma 
Delta are taking the guidelines 
provided by the college very se-
riously,” said President Marcus 
Wolf, ’22. “The guidelines are 
going to mostly prevent larger 
gatherings which will have its 
greatest effects on recruitment. 
Recruitment is going to be both 
virtual and in small groups with 
masks. For those students who 
want to go Greek, do not be 
afraid to scan the QR code or 
show up to a location posted on 
a poster around campus.”

Phi Delta Theta will approach 
new members on an individual 
basis and utilize social media re-
cruitment as well, Englert said. 

Individuals interested in The-
ta Chi fall recruitment are ad-
vised to reach out to a member 
of the organization or to utilize 
the fraternity’s social media ac-
counts to gain more informa-
tion about the organization and 
modified recruitment proce-
dures, DeNardo said. 

There have yet to be any dis-
closed modifications regarding 
run out and bid day celebrations 
for fall 2020 from the college. 
Each chapter will have a unique 
method of handling recruitment 
and chapter-specific ceremonies. 

Kappa Alpha Theta will host 
all chapter meetings and cere-
monies remotely due to the in-
ability to physically distance in 
their designated suite. Similarly, 
Phi Delta Theta’s formal initia-
tion and mandatory ceremonies 
will be postponed unless they 
can be performed in a safe man-
ner that abides by social distanc-
ing guidelines.

The Pi chapter of Phi Gam-
ma Delta will also hold hybrid 
chapter meetings via Zoom or 
Google Meet; however, more 
important meetings will be con-
ducted in person with proper 
social distancing and personal 
protective equipment will be 
used. Theta Chi will continue to 
hold in-person chapter meetings 
as the organization is an appro-
priate size for indoor socially 
distanced activities. If the fra-
ternity gains more members in 
the 2020-21 academic year, this 
arrangement may change to a 
virtual setting similar to the plan 
to host virtual alumni meetings, 
DeNardo added. 

Each chapter has responded 
to new COVID-19 policies and 
social distancing guidelines in 
different ways. Through guid-
ance from the College and their 
respective international head-
quarters, the chapters have add-
ed new policies and regulations 
to ensure member safety and 
community well-being. 

Phi Delta Theta, under the 
guidance of its international 

headquarters, has established a 
new position dedicated to en-
suring that all members abide 
by the policies set in place for 
COVID-19 prevention. Masks 
have been provided by the in-
ternational headquarters to en-
courage all members to wear 
one, Englert said.

“International headquarters 
requested that we create a posi-
tion solely dedicated to enforc-
ing any of the college, state or 
national COVID-19 policies so 
we have created that and filled 
that,” Englert said. “That person 
will report to a Resident Assis-
tant or the school if policies are 
being violated, but they will also 
inform people of the school’s 
policies and the state’s policies. 
A lot of the information that I 
have been receiving has come 
from this individual, if not the 
school.”

Members of Phi Delta Theta 
have also been active on cam-
pus to ensure that the campus 
community remains healthy 
and safe. Englert partook in a 
college-sponsored video to en-
courage all students to take the 
necessary precautions against 
COVID-19 and explained 
the four pillars of the school’s 
COVID-19 safety policies. Fel-
low fraternity members have 
also been vocal proponents for 
all state and College policies for 
disease prevention, Englert add-
ed. 

“I want people to know that 
we all are taking this seriously,” 
Englert said. “We all want to stay 
here and have a good semester.”

On Wednesday, Aug. 26, the 
Epsilon Iota chapter of Delta 
Delta Delta released a statement 
on their Instagram account re-
minding members and students 
to wear a mask while on campus. 

“With students returning to 
campus, please be courteous of 
others and wear your mask as di-
rected,” the statement read. “Our 
time together was cut short in 
the spring and it would be heart-
breaking to have to go through 

again. By wearing your mask in 
public you are not only helping 
your fellow peers stay healthy 
but you are helping the entire 
Meadville community remain 
healthy.”

FSL philanthropy and fund-
raising events will be modified to 
adhere to new state and college 
policies regarding COVID-19 
and social gatherings. 

“While Crawford County 
is in the ‘green phase,’ all cam-
pus events or gatherings with 
greater than 250 people should 
be canceled,” according to the 
Plan to Reopen Allegheny Col-
lege. “Additionally, all events 
need to be organized in such a 
way that physical distancing and 
face-covering requirements are 
met.”

Kappa Alpha Theta’s annual 
philanthropy event, Tacos for 
CASA, will look very different 
this year. Tacos for CASA will 
be pre-packaged and available to 
go as opposed to the traditional 
dining experience, Young said. 
The chapter intends to host their 
other fundraising events outside 
to avoid indoor, in-person gath-
erings.

Theta Chi participates in the 
annual Women’s March and will 
continue to work with partners 
in the community to the extent 
possible in a safe manner, De-
nardo said. The chapter may 
also have tabling or an outside 
fundraising event within the 
parameters of social distancing 
guidelines.

Delta Delta Delta hosted a 
virtual philanthropy event called 
“Mask up for St. Jude” ahead of 
the fall semester that provided 
each FSL organization the op-
portunity to purchase a mask 
with their respective logos on 
the front. 

“All the fraternities and so-
rorities are very active around 
campus and the local Meadville 
community whether it is con-
tributing to our philanthropies 
or doing community service,” 
Wolf said. “As a community, we 

provide an amazing opportuni-
ty to connect with people you 
might never have considered 
connecting with before. As usu-
al, the brothers of FIJI will be 
hosting a blood drive later in the 
semester and it is highly encour-
aged that everyone on campus 
donates blood.”

The chapter will use the 
spring for philanthropy events 
and will utilize a more online 
approach with email and social 
media drives, according to Wolf.

“The Allegheny community 
can expect my chapter to uphold 
all campus and CDC guide-
lines,” Young said. “The health 
and safety of our members, the 
Allegheny community and the 
Meadville community are of the 
utmost importance to us, which 
is why we are expecting the ma-
jority of our biggest events and 
meetings to be virtual. But this 
will not stop us from continuing 
to have a positive impact on our 
community and strengthening 
our friendships.”

COVID-19 and social-dis-
tancing guidelines have changed 
the 2020-21 FSL experience; 
however, the organizations 
are dedicated to community 
well-being.

“One of our mottos and 
founding ideas is to create reso-
lute men and I think that there 
is no better opportunity to show 
ourselves and prove ourselves to 
be resolute men than in an era 
and a time of great strife, which 
is what we find ourselves in right 
now,” DeNardo said. “The sup-
port, the familial connection and 
the love that I have seen just with 
communicating with my broth-
ers during the COVID-19 quar-
antine via Zoom — I think that 
says a lot about the men in my 
organization and how much we 
are going to do, have done and 
will do not only for ourselves but 
for the campus as well.”

FSL from page 1
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Sisters of Delta Delta Delta carry their letters on Sunday, Jan. 
19, 2020, into Brooks Circle.
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Binnington explained that 
this resulted in around 80-100 
classes being moved to academ-
ic buildings with acceptable ven-
tilation or other non-traditional 
spaces.

“We have classes in the Hen-
derson Campus Center, Tip-
pie Alumni Center, Shultz East 
Alcove, Pelletier Library and I 
think we have a couple dance 
and movement classes in the 
Wise Sports and Fitness Center,” 
Binnington clarified. 

Link commended the Al-
legheny faculty for being flexible 
with the physical modifications 
of classes and building changes. 

“In many cases, (professors) 
are not teaching in the room that 
they may have been teaching in 
for the past 15 years,” Link said. 

“To accommodate the students 
in their class, they may have had 
to move to a completely differ-
ent space.” 

Beyond physical changes, 
professors have had to face the 
challenge of incorporating new 
technology into their teaching 
to provide students with the op-
tion of learning remotely. 

Furthermore, students who 
test positive for COVID-19 will 
need to learn remotely during 
the two-week isolation period. 

“COVID-19, for better or for 
worse, has forced all of us to piv-
ot and use technology in ways 
that we never thought,” Link 
said. 

Despite the difficulties of 
teaching online and in person 
simultaneously, Link explained 

that she and the faculty had a 
positive outlook about what 
changes the new technology 
would bring for the future of ed-
ucation at Allegheny. 

“Our hope is that, even in 
the midst of what we know (are) 
going to be logistical challenges, 
that the core of what students 
come to Allegheny for, which is 
to be mentored by and inspired 
by our amazing faculty, not only 
does not get diminished but ac-
tually gets improved,” Link said. 

Across departments, the fac-
ulty Link praised have had to 
discover new teaching methods 
to optimize student experience 
in the face of this semester’s 
challenges. One of the consis-
tent concerns is how to best bal-
ance instruction and attention 
between remote students and 
in-person students. 

“Learning to balance the re-
mote and in-person students 
I think is going to be the hard-
est part (of the semester),” said 
Chemistry Department Chair 
Timothy Chapp. 

History Department Chair 
Judson Herrman plans to im-
plement a strategy in his class-
es that involves appointing an 
in-person student to monitor 
the chat box for any questions 
that the remote students have 
during instruction time. 

Assistant Professor of Mar-
keting and Neuromarketing 
Gaia Rancati had a similar 
approach to teaching remote 
students and involving them 
during class time. 

“We need to find a different 
way to (connect) with (remote) 
students,” Rancati said. “So I 
have decided to (assign) a mod-
erator in all my classes that is 
essentially going to be a bridge 
between me and all students.” 

The main purpose of the 
moderator in Rancati’s class is 
to collect anonymous questions 
about the material for her to 
answer via a recording after the 
class to make students feel more 
comfortable. 

“When you are in a new plat-
form, whether you’re in-person, 
online, hybrid and so on, some-
times you don’t want to ask a 
question because nobody else is 
asking (it),” Rancati said. “So (by 
collecting questions) everybody 
will feel free to ask me a num-
ber of questions and I will never 
know (who asked what).” 

Some professors, like Chapp, 
had to alter classes in order to 
accommodate remote students 
who could not conduct research 
or have access to a lab. 

“So (in) our (senior) comp 
experience we obviously have 
some students who are com-

pletely remote for this semester 
and some that are in-person, 
so we reformatted our comp 
guidelines in the style of a grant 
proposal,” Chapp explained. “By 
switching to a grant proposal 
model, what it allows us to do is 
evenly evaluate students wheth-
er they are remote or in person.”

English Department Chair 
Matthew Ferrence, who is teach-
ing entirely remotely this semes-
ter, noted that developing a per-
sonal relationship with students 
could be a challenge. 

“We’ll have to adjust how we 
get to know each other person-
ally, even though our interface is 
through a screen,” Ferrence said. 
“One of my biggest concerns is 
to make sure we’re still hanging 
out and talking, and that we get 
to know each other well.”

Even with the various chal-
lenges, professors expressed 
hope that teaching classes in a 
new way this semester will pro-
duce positive outcomes. 

Herrman, who is hosting 
both online and in-person of-
fice hours, proposed that having 
both options might make stu-
dents more inclined to attend 
office hours. 

“On some level, I hope that 
(having that option) would in-
crease students availing them-
selves of office hours,” Herrman 

said. “Maybe it would increase 

accessibility.” 

Despite the unprecedent-

ed circumstances, Rancati re-

mained positive about the future 

of the semester, as well as the fu-

ture of educating. 

“I believe that this way of 

teaching will really bring us out 

of our comfort zone and some-

thing else will come out (of it) 

and we will learn how to be bet-

ter professors,” Rancati said. “I 

really hope to give the students 

the quality they deserve.” 

Aug. 30, 2020
Harassment 
Shultz Hall

Aug. 30, 2020
Alcohol Violation

Shultz Hall

Aug. 27, 2020
Theft

Rustic Bridge

Aug. 25, 2020
Criminal Mischief 

North Village II

Bicentennial Fundraising Goal surpassed despite Pandemic
By CLAIRE KLIMA
News Writer
klimac@allegheny.edu

On Thursday, Aug. 13, the “Our 
Allegheny” bicentennial fund-
raising campaign surpassed its 
goal of $200 million. This con-
cluded “the largest fundraising 
campaign in its 205-year his-
tory,” as reported on the cam-
paign’s website.

The campaign began when 
the college celebrated its bicen-
tennial in  2015 with intentions 
to boost the college’s endow-
ment entering into its third cen-
tury.

“More than $50 million was 
raised for new scholarships, 
$37.5 million for faculty support 
and professional development, 
$30.2 million for facility main-
tenance and renovation and $7.5 
million to support internships 
and off-campus study,” accord-
ing to an article published in 
TribLive.

As the campaign was coming 
to a close, COVID-19 threat-
ened to “derail” everything, 
according to the article in Trib-
Live. Fundraising efforts previ-
ously employed through in-per-
son events were limited to Zoom 
calls. Despite modifications, do-
nations to the college continued 

to come. The college reported 
on April 23 that this year’s Gator 
Give Day raised over $600,000.

“Time and time again, our 
alumni, parents and friends 
have demonstrated their un-
yielding support for Allegheny, 
even in the most trying of times, 
as evidenced by record-setting 
giving to this historic $200 mil-
lion campaign,” Link said in a 
statement to TribLive. 

The alternative fundraising 
efforts also benefited from the 
immediate establishment of an 
emergency fund, assisting in 
providing reimbursements for 
students, personal protective 
equipment and other costs to 
students and the college.

Link expanded on this, stat-
ing reimbursements included 
costs which would have been 
covered by scholarships, mean-
ing this was not money already 
paid by students. She also ex-
plained that the emergency 
fund existed in part prior to the 
pandemic through microgrants 
accessible to students as Gator 
Success Grants. 

Although the college has 
been able to celebrate a finan-
cial triumph despite COVID-19, 
many students continue to 
struggle while entering into an 
uncertain fall semester.

“Those numbers sound … 
so astonishing to me,” Ashlie 
Gariepy, ’20, said. 

Gariepy was almost unable 
to return in the fall due to a 
decrease in her financial aid. 
According to Gariepy, she con-
tacted Financial Aid numerous 
times, but was never able to re-
ceive “explicit” reasoning for the 
reduction in her financial aid. 

“So many students struggle 
year after year,” Mariah Nablo, 
’22, said. “I was always met with 
a sort of, ‘No, we can’t help you.’”

Nablo also faced financial 
challenges trying to return for 
the fall semester. Due to costs 
from health complications, 
Nablo took a leave of absence 
in the spring 2020 semester. Her 
aid was reduced for the fall se-
mester, but she was able to ap-
peal and receive additional aid. 
The remaining amount required 
crowdfunding efforts to cover.

“Surpassing the fundraising 
goal is great, but I wonder if 
(the money) is really going to go 
towards the things that they’re 
saying it’s going toward.” Nablo 
said.

According to Link, the fund-
raiser has already supported 
tangible benefits to students al-
though they may not realize it. 
The funds have expanded schol-
arship funding as well as profes-
sorships and contributed to the 
ongoing renovations to Bentley 
Hall.

“Compared to other institu-
tions similar in size, we are very 
generous in terms of financial 
aid,” Link said. 

According to the Financial 
Aid website, more than 90% of 
students received some form of 
assistance this year. Since 2015, 
the “Our Allegheny” campaign 
has contributed to this effort to 
lessen students’ financial bur-
dens of attendance.

While the fundraising efforts 
have already begun improving 
the college and the experience 
of students attending, many 
students feel the pandemic has 
made it difficult to feel this tri-
umph extends to them.

College students across the 
nation felt the effects of the 
pandemic, but a majority did 
not qualify for stimulus checks. 
Students relied upon CARES 
Act funding, essential worker 
positions and tuition reimburse-
ments to survive. 

“Every time I talk to (Finan-
cial Aid), they just make it seem 
so hard to solve (financial prob-
lems),” Gariepy said.

Some Allegheny students 
feel the college could have done 
more to assist them with finan-
cial aid. 

“I am proud of the way we 
have navigated this pandemic,” 
Link said.

Between the emergency 
funds and the distribution of 
CARES Act funding, the college 
has distributed relief through 
various means to a majority of 
students enrolled in the spring 
semester, the college reported. 

While many students ac-
knowledge they received some 
pandemic relief, tuition rose 
$1,220, which is an increase 
of 3% from the previous year, 
according to an article in the 
Campus from April 4. Tuition 
remains the same for students 
choosing to participate remote-
ly, but they are not responsible 
for housing or dining expenses.

Among students, who re-
turned to campus, some felt 
that returning was a necessity; 
reasons range from completing 
senior projects, seeking reliable 
access to the internet and other 
necessary resources or other-
wise pursuing a learning expe-
rience most conducive to com-

pleting their respective degrees. 
In celebrating a historic 

achievement with the “Our Al-
legheny” campaign, some stu-
dents are calling on the college 
to continue to evaluate ways to 
provide support during the pan-

demic. CARES Act funds con-
tinue to be accessible through 
Gator Success Grants for stu-
dents affected by challenges re-
lated to COVID-19.

Time and time again, our alumni, parents and 
friends have demonstrated their unyielding 
support for Allegheny, even in the most trying 
of times, as evidenced by record-setting giving 
to this historic $200 million campaign.” 

—HILARY LINK
President, 

Allegheny College

When you are in a new platform, whether you’re 
in-person, online, hybrid and so on, sometimes 
you don’t want to ask a question because 
nobody else is asking (it)  .” 

—GAIA RANCATI
Assistant Professor of Marketing and Neuromarketing, 

Allegheny College

LINK
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Reopening: a thinly-veiled money-grab 

The decision to reopen the college, 
despite the ongoing and unpredict-
able pandemic we are experiencing, 
is insensitive to the disproportionate 
risk it poses for people of color and 
the working class. Allegheny’s State-
ment of Community boasts a com-
mitment to “creating an inclusive, re-
spectful and safe residential learning 
community that will actively confront 
and challenge racism, sexism, hetero-
sexism, religious bigotry, and other 
forms of harassment and discrimina-
tion.” These two things —  reopening 
and creating a safe environment on 
campus —  lie in direct opposition to 
one another. 

The Statement of Community’s 
compendium of oppression omits a 
huge issue: classism. That classism is 
not listed as a protected social class in 
our campus community is a perfect 
example of the ways in which the bu-
reaucratic decision-makers who run 
the college overlook the needs and de-
sires of the working class. As a consid-
erable portion of the student body is 
composed of people from low-income 
backgrounds, we must recognize that 
this oversight is jarring and potential-
ly harmful.

Despite a particular school’s pur-
ported values and standards, a college 
is first and foremost a business. This 
much is evident each time we have to 
buy textbooks, choose a meal plan or 
housing and, of course, pay tuition. 
Being a private college, Allegheny re-
lies heavily on tuition — tuition that 
might not flow into the institution 
quite as freely, had the college opted 
to conduct all classes remotely. 

By PEYTON BRITT
Opinion Editor
brittp@allegheny.edu

I know that I would have recon-
sidered paying Allegheny’s tuition if 
classes were entirely online, because 
I do not feel that I am capable of 
learning as much without face-to-face 
interaction. Not knowing what my 
Allegheny tuition will precisely en-
tail in terms of person-to-person in-
teractions is extremely disheartening, 
as a huge deciding factor in choosing 
a college is class size. The Allegheny 
experience promised to include small 
professor-to-student ratios and a gen-
uine sense of community, both of 
which are called into question by the 
current state of affairs. 

I also recognize that I have the 
privilege of not being at high-risk, 
should I contract COVID-19; my de-
cision to go along with returning to 
campus this semester absolutely re-
flects that. Immunocompromised or 
otherwise at-risk populations, on the 
other hand, might have to take into 
account their own personal health 
and safety more than a person like 
myself does. 

Beyond personal wellness, many 
members of our campus community 
also must take into consideration how 
best to protect their loved ones. Some 
of us have elderly people, children or 
healthcare workers, for example, in 
the family, all of whom must be most 
concerned about limiting contact 
with others. 

Living on campus makes each and 
every one of us a sort of liability to 
everyone else with whom we interact. 
This includes the cashier at the gro-
cery store, the person who sanitizes 
your shopping cart handle, post office 
employees, dining hall workers and 
everyone else who exists within the 
interconnected social web of a cam-
pus community.  

A Meadville Medical Center notice 
from Aug. 18 informed residents of 
Crawford County that, although the 
number of cases in the area had been 
relatively low, the past several weeks 
had “a rather concerning increase in 
cases.” As students return to campus 
from all over the country, this trend is 
bound to continue. We have seen other 
colleges already face consequences for 
returning to campus, directly endan-
gering public health. 

As part-time members of the Mead-
ville community, we students have a 
responsibility to do our part in pro-
tecting those who live here full-time by 
strictly adhering to sanitary guidelines. 
An increase in COVID-19 cases will 
negatively impact not only Crawford 
County, but all of our respective home 
communities, and in turn, the entire 
country. 

That being said, I feel that the col-
lege itself had a greater responsibility in 
making the decision to resume in-per-
son classes. For this reason, I hesitate to 
hold students morally ac- 

countable for acting upon whatever 
bit of trust we may put in the institu-
tion. Moreover, we are all suspended 
in the same overwhelming uncertain-
ty. The implications of such an emo-
tional state may prove to be a burden 
upon one’s mental health. It is my 
hope that a certain level of leniency 
and flexibility will be assumed as a de-
fault for us all. 

Safely returning to campus re-
quires collective action. In a perfect 
world, we could all work together and 
conduct our individual lives respon-
sibly; in our world, however, I do not 
have much faith in that possibility. It 
seems as though the immediate future 
is befogged by uncertainty and fragil-
ity — these conditions could precipi-
tate a revolution. 

Whether we can continue campus 
life safely or are forced to return home 
within the next couple of weeks, I 
sincerely hope that this incendiary 
potential can be channeled into some-
thing productive, meaningful and ut-
terly new.

Fighting racism in journalism

By BREE GRAY
News Editor
grayb@allegheny.edu

Journalism is essential to ensuring that 
experiences such as those described 
by BlackNCAC, an Instagram account 
dedicated to raising awareness of sys-
temic racism within the institutions of 
the North Coast Athletic Conference, 
are recognized and those involved are 
held accountable for their actions. As 
a staff member of the Campus, it is my 
responsibility to uphold the values of 
our organization — values of equali-
ty, integrity and inclusivity within our 
representation of the student body.

As a white individual, discussing 
racism tends to be viewed as a taboo. 
Oftentimes, it is a topic that many 
white people shy away from out of dis-
comfort or fear of offending someone. 
There will always be a barrier to com-
munication and genuine resolution so 
long as people allow their discomfort 
to guide their actions and dictate their 
mentality towards racism. 

we can have these conversations with-
out aversion. 

I still believe that Allegheny can be a 
place for everyone, even if it fails to up-
hold that notion at times. The massive 
response from the campus community 
to the horrid accounts of racial preju-
dice and discrimination against BIPOC 
on our campus is a testament to this be-
lief. One of the most admirable aspects 
of this community is how apparent it is 
that we care for one another. That care 
does not exclude the times when mem-
bers of the community fail to uphold 
this standard, which is where account-
ability comes into play. 

Everyone at Allegheny is unques-
tionably unique; we all have attributes 
about ourselves that make us an asset 
to this community. One commonality 
that everyone at Allegheny has is the 
ability to hold others accountable for 
their actions. This accountability is not 
always prevalent, and that shortcoming 
became very apparent over the summer, 
but accountability still exists within ev-
ery member of the community. Each 

student signed the Statement of Com-
munity when they arrived on campus 
during their first year. While investi-
gating and providing retribution to in-
dividuals who have faced racism is the 
formal prerogative of the college, it is 
also the prerogative of the community 
in which we live to hold one another to 
that oath. 

Ignorance towards another’s suffer-
ing will enable these events to occur. 
The longer you choose to ignore what is 
going on, the longer it will continue. I 
understand the “it is not your problem, 
so it is not your business” mentality, but 
that at its very core of the ignorance that 
I am referencing. 

That classism is not listed as a protected social class in 
our campus community is a perfect example of the ways 
in which the bureaucratic decision-makers who run the 
college overlook the needs and desires of the working 
class.” 

“
PEYTON BRITT
Class of 2022

It may not appear to be your personal 
problem, but as a member of the stu-
dent body, it is your responsibility to 
uphold the Statement of Community, 
which includes ensuring that others do 
so as well. When one individual engag-
es in racist activities or remarks, it is a 
reflection of the people who make up 
the community. 

As I write this opinion piece, I know 
that I do not have a solution in mind 
that is the “end all be all” to ensuring 
racial equality on campus. Howev-
er, I know the importance of student 
representation in journalism and the 
value of diversity within articles. I can 
attest to my dedication to representing 
our student body, and I will continue 
to write my articles with integrity and 
quality regardless of the subject matter. 

As a reporter, I can and will contin-
ue to share the stories and perspectives 
of our student body to the best of my 
ability. Race has not and will continue 
to not be a factor in my selection of 
students or faculty for my articles or a 
barrier to my representation of the stu-
dent body. 

I see you, I hear you and I will con-
tinue to ensure that you are heard on 
this campus.

As a staff member of the Campus, it is my responsibility 
to uphold the values of our organization — values of 
equality, integrity and inclusivity within our representa-
tion of the student body.”

“
BREE GRAY 
Class of 2023

I know that I will never fully un-
derstand the experiences of Black, 
Indigenous and People of Color, and 
that, at times these discussions will 
make me uncomfortable, but I accept 
that. I cannot allow momentary dis-
comfort to prevent me from ensuring 
that my fellow peers feel welcomed 
and represented on this campus. Race 
is an attribute that someone cannot 
change about themselves and should 
not have to to feel a part of this com-
munity. I neither intend to offend nor 
do I assert that I will be able to under-
stand how racism feels. Regardless, it 
has become more apparent that these 
discussions need to be amplified until

DID YOU KNOW:

Any Allegheny student 
or faculty member can 
write an op-ed or letter 

to the editors!
 

You can contact the 
opinion editor at 

brittp@allegheny.edu or 
come to future contrib-
uting writers meetings 

on Mondays at 8PM 
(starting next Monday 

via Google Meet). 

We would love to fea-
ture your thoughts and 
opinions on anything 
under the sun, but if 

you do not know what 
exactly you want to 
write about yet, feel 

free to use one of the 
following five prompts 
— whether you agree or 
disagree with the state-

ments given below.

1. Regardless of who is elected, the 
2020 presidential election will ulti-
mately be inconsequential.

2. When celebrities die we still feel 
sad even though we do not know 
them and that is normal.

3. Elon Musk is more of a threat to 
society than he is made out to be.
 
4. The nuclear family is a poor 
means of organizing society.

5. Dependence on technology for re-
mote learning will distract students 
and decrease the quality of their ed-
ucation.

Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons
A protestor holds up a sign at a protest in East Lansing, MI, following the murder of George Floyd. It reads 
“White Silence is White Violence.”  

?

PROMPTSStriving for representation in reporting
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Allegheny study away programs adapt to pandemic

By ROMAN HLADIO
Science/International Editor
hladior@allegheny.edu

As schools reopen and students 
travel from all 50 states and 
even internationally to attend 
their college or university, travel 
amidst the pandemic has been a 
talking point for many. 

While many student oppor-
tunities at Allegheny are impact-
ed by the pandemic, Lucinda 
Morgan, director of internation-
al education, explained that the 
study away program faces a very 
unique situation.

“Probably 90 to 95% of study 
away programs will be cancelled 
for the fall,” Morgan said. “Even 
the big providers that usual-
ly have 30 or 40 countries they 
send to are down to like five. 
But what we’re hearing — from 
students especially — is they still 
want to go.”

Students and study away pro-
viders alike are left trying to an-
swer a very important question 
— is it safe to travel abroad?

“If students want to (travel 
abroad) in the fall semester they 
are able to,” Morgan said. “If 
their programs aren’t cancelled, 
(and) as long as they’re able to 
get to the physical location, be-
cause there are still places Amer-
icans aren’t able to get to, and 
the program is operating in a 
safe situation wherever they’re 
going, (students can still attend). 
But it’s not just about the com-
munity back home — also think 
of the community you’re going 
to. Think it all through and keep 
a realistic perspective of what’s 
possible and what you’re safe 
with.”

While international travel be-
came less accessible after travel 
restrictions were put in place in 
mid-March, the travel landscape 
seems to be slowly opening up.

“The state department travel 
advisories were all at level four 
since March, meaning trav-
el (was) not recommended for 

Americans anywhere,” Morgan 
said. “As of a couple days ago, 
those have been changing back 
to level three or level two for a 
few countries. (At) the CDC, lev-
el three is still in effect in a lot of 
places, but they’re anticipating 
that to change to level two soon 
for international locations.”

In addition to the govern-
ment, independent international 
education program providers — 
such as the Council on Interna-
tional Education and Exchange 
—  or CIEE — have been close-
ly monitoring the health and 
safety of countries around the 
world, determining whether or 
not studying in certain places is 
feasible in the current world cli-
mate and providing charts dis-
playing their findings.

“There are questions about 
safety more than ever,” Morgan 
said. “Medical insurance and 
refund policies are going to be 
asked about a lot more. In the 
past, most study away programs 
had (students) commit maybe 
two or three months ahead of 
time. The current policy allows 
students to cancel with no fi-
nancial penalty 24 hours before 
or even the day of. They want 
to reassure students that you’re 
not financially obligated if some-
thing happens and you don’t 
want to go.”

While health concerns are a 
prominent issue pertaining to 
international travel at the mo-
ment, they are far from the only 
one.

“There has been a drastic 
change in the amount of peo-
ple traveling — domestically 
and definitely internationally,” 
Morgan said. “There are few-
er flights. Offices for visas have 
been closed. It’s been difficult 
to get a U.S. passport. So there’s 
been a lot of challenges and hur-
dles that have happened since 
the pandemic, no denying that.” 

Despite current challenges, 
providers are still seeking effi-
cient ways to allow study abroad 

opportunities for students, even 
if the experience looks a little 
different.

“You don’t need a visa to visit 
as long as you’re in the country 
less than 90 days, so some of the 
programs have adjusted their 
calendars. Maybe a 112-day trip 
was shortened to 88 or 89 days, 
which makes it more cost-effec-
tive,” Morgan said. “For this past 
spring, most of the programs 
were cut short physically, but 
they went online the same way 
that Allegheny did. So most of 
the students were still actually 
able to earn the credits remote-
ly, sadly, from back home rather 
than the location they were in.”

While students studying 
abroad during the spring 2020 
semester faced an abrupt end to 
their trips, those who had been 
preparing for a study away expe-
rience this semester are experi-
encing different challenges.

“I planned on going to Ush-
uaia, Argentina this fall, but 
part-way through the summer, I 
decided not to go,” Grace Hem-
melgarn, ’22, said in an email 
to The Campus. “It was an en-
vironmental science program 
taught entirely in Spanish. I was 
very worried that trying to go 
this fall would result in an online 
semester abroad. While I would 
still be taking really cool classes, 
I would be missing the full lan-
guage and cultural immersion 
that I want my abroad experi-
ence to provide.”

Throughout the process of 
making this decision, Hemmel-
garn consulted her academic ad-
visors and those in the Interna-
tional Education Office in order 
to create a plan that accommo-
dates her academic needs as well 
as the experiences she wishes to 
have in college.

“Fortunately, I was able to 
transfer my acceptance of the 
trip to Fall 2022,” Hemmelgarn 
said. “I made a plan where I will 
graduate from Allegheny in sev-
en semesters, but keep my orig-

inal spring 2022 graduation date 
by taking this semester off. After 
graduation, I will go abroad on 
the program I chose.” 

While this system seems to 
be the best possible outcome 
for students who had planned 
to study outside the country, 
students like Hemmelgarn who 
had been counting on the cred-
its earned during their programs 
face consequences.

“This change meant changing 
my Spanish major to a minor, 
and my study abroad credits will 
not be part of my time at Allegh-
eny,” Hemmelgarn said. “I chose 
this plan so my study abroad 
program will not interfere with 
my senior comp. I won’t have to 
pay for nine semesters of under-
grad, and it gives the world two 
years to adjust to COVID before 
I try to travel. I am very fortunate 
that I was able to adjust my aca-
demic plan, both logistically and 
financially, to move my study 
away program to the future.”

Other students travel with 
the intention of experiencing the 
world with the bonus of gaining 
credits. Elizabeth Russo, ’22, fol-
lowed this train of thought while 
scheduling her Vietnam Experi-
ential Learning seminar.

“I’m really interested in just 
traveling any place I can and 
Vietnam seemed like the most 
interesting place to go,” Russo 
said. “From an environmental 
science standpoint, there’s so 
much cool wildlife and biodiver-
sity in the Vietnam-Laos-Cam-
bodia area, so I was definitely in-
terested in going for biodiversity 
reasons. And then also the food 
there, which is amazing.”

Unlike Hemmelgarn, Russo’s 
program organizer chose to put 
the trip off until the world was in 
a more stable place.

“In about mid-April, they 
canceled it,” Russo said. “They 
said maybe we’d go in mid-Ju-
ly or August, or maybe we’d 
go over Christmas break. Then 
maybe about a week or so later 

towards the end of April, they 
just canceled it altogether.”

While understanding of the 
current global situation, Russo 
was still disappointed, especial-
ly since she saw this as her last 
chance to experience traveling as 
a student.

“I really want to focus on in-
ternships next summer, and it’s 
really hard — pretty much im-
possible — to do internships and 
an EL,” Russo said. “I’m working 
with an outside company to go 
to Scotland during the spring 
2021 semester and that isn’t can-
celed, so I’m still crossing my 
fingers that I’ll be able to go. The 
applications are still open, but 
who knows what’s going to hap-
pen within this semester.”

Although finding a way to 
squeeze international travel 
into an already fairly brief time 
at Allegheny can be stressful — 
especially during a pandemic 
— Russo believes it to be a very 
important part of the college ex-
perience.

“In the near future, once 
things might start to settle down, 
I’d say just go for it,” Russo said. 
“Traveling is such a great oppor-
tunity and to do it while you’re 
still in college, it’s one of the best 
times. Take the opportunities if 
you really want to travel — just 
make sure you clear it with your 
parents, obviously. Check out 
what the state department web-
site is saying about where you’re 
traveling to, and if you think it’s 
okay and it can work out, just go 
for it.”

Hemmelgarn echoed Russo’s 
sentiment about the importance 
of students’ flexibility.

“We are experiencing some-
thing new for everyone. We 
don’t know when or where it will 
be safe to travel, and our infor-
mation about the virus changes 
very quickly,” Hemmelgarn said. 
“I would say that it’s possible stu-
dents may be able to go abroad 
this year, but we all need to be 
ready to be flexible, think about 

backup plans, and be ready to 

change our plans to best protect 

our physical and mental health, 

as well as the health of the com-

munities we wish to visit.”

While travel opportunities are 

available to students, Morgan re-

iterated that students should be 

wary of the world around them 

and take everything into consid-

eration.

“Write down your concerns 

and think about ways that you 

can have precautions and be 

flexible and work around them if 

possible, but keep a realistic per-

spective of what’s possible and 

what you’re safe with,” Morgan 

said. “If you’re too anxious and 

not comfortable with the deci-

sion, you need to listen to that 

too and maybe it needs to be 

delayed a semester. Just be flex-

ible.”

TikTok and the implications for international policy
By ROMAN HLADIO
Science/International Editor
hladior@allegheny.edu

Popular video creating and 
sharing app TikTok as well 
as multi-purpose media app 
WeChat have made global head-
lines in the past few weeks due to 
recent discoveries that installing 
the app may make private data 
stored on that device accessible 
to parent companies ByteDance 
and Tencent, respectively, and 
by proxy to the Chinese govern-
ment due to laws previously in 
place.

President Donald Trump 
threatened to ban TikTok if By-
teDance will not either sell the 
American portion of the app to 
an American company by Sep-
tember 15. Sharon Wesoky, Pro-
fessor of Political Science and 
China scholar, elaborated on the 
potential impacts it could have 
to American and Chinese con-
sumers.

“TikTok is the first major 
tech company from China to re-
ally succeed in the U.S.,” Wesoky 
said. “So there are questions of 
whether the U.S. is just freaking 
out because there’s a real com-
petitor from China now.”

While emphasizing it may be 
the biggest app, Wesoky said that 
TikTok was not the only social 
media app to come out of China 
in recent years.

“It’s very important to note 
that the Trump executive order 
also is seeking to ban WeChat, 
which is not as important to 
most American users, but is in-
credibly important to the Chi-
nese,” Wesoky said. “Probably 
anybody in China with a mobile 
phone uses WeChat because it’s 
literally Facebook, Twitter, Insta-
gram, news, Venmo, Messenger, 
and more in one app. It’s how I 

keep in touch with all my friends 
and contacts in China.”

While the loss of WeChat 
concerns China scholars like 
Wesoky, many see TikTok as a 
greater loss due to the fact that it 
is much more widely-used than 
WeChat. TikTok’s primary audi-
ence is teens and young adults, 
with 60% of users aged 16-24, 
according to Wallaroo Media.

“The company claims that 
data for its American users is 
stored in the U.S. and Singapore, 
but there have definitely been 
cases in recent years where Tik-
Tok has been pressured by the 
Chinese government and it’s had 
to give it on various matters,” 
Wesoky said.

Although data collection and 
storage is worrying, Wesoky 
explained that it is much more 
common among tech companies 
than many realize. 

“The U.S. is one of the few 
Western countries that doesn’t 
have good data privacy laws,” 
Wesoky said.  “As you probably 
know, Facebook, Twitter, etc. are 
also vacuuming up a bunch of 
our data.”

The danger in data storage 
comes with the influence China 
can have on America due to the 
knowledge it gains from its apps 
users.

“These concerns for privacy 
on the part of the U.S. would 
seem more plausible if we had 
really good privacy laws, which 
we don’t, but the difference ac-
tually involves electoral poli-

tics,” Wesoky said. “There are 
concerns that the data TikTok 
is collecting as well as its amaz-
ing, effective algorithm can be 
used to subtly influence the US 
election. It could change what 
types of videos people see and 
could push the election, and it 
wouldn’t have to be major, just 
tweaking by five or 10%. Some 
China scholars I’ve read have 
said they’re really concerned.”

Wesoky explained that cen-
sorship and government influ-
ence in forms of entertainment 
is common in China, taking the 
form of government bans not 
unlike the one President Trump 
seeks to implement, though with 
much higher stakes.

“Bill Clinton famously said 
something along the lines of, ‘Let 
China have the internet. Trying 
to control the internet is like 
trying to nail Jell-O to the wall,’ 
” Wesoky said. “Then, when 
China got the internet, they es-
sentially developed an intranet, 
where most if not all western 
sites are blocked.”

According to Wesoky, China’s 
continuous choices to defy what 
the U.S. suggested or thought 
was possible began long before 
the internet was invented.

“The first issue at stake relates 
to the nature of the long-term 
U.S. and China relationship, 
which is obviously a complicat-
ed one,” Wesoky said. “There are 
many people now that say we’re 
heading into a cold war with 
China — and I would agree with 
that — which is alarming.”

Wesoky explained that, af-
ter the Soviet Communist party 
fell and China began economic 
reform, the U.S. hoped to have 
China as a democratic ally in the 
East.

“There’s a pretty long-stand-
ing rule, almost a law, in political 
science that when countries get 
richer, they also get more dem-
ocratic, and China is disproving 
that,” Wesoky said.

This rule alone had the two 
countries at odds, as many 
Americans saw the cold war as a 
battle against communism rath-
er than against the Soviet Union, 
according to Wesoky. The U.S. 
need for allies in the East com-
plicates the ties the two coun-
tries have, since many citizens 
despise the idea of communing 
with a communist nation.

“Making cohesive China pol-
icy is very hard because we need 
to have a good relationship on 
some level,” Wesoky said. “We 
are the two big gorillas in the 
room and it’s better that we have 
the ability to engage each other 
on some level even if we disagree 
on a lot of things. There are a lot 
of issues where we have common 
interests, like nuclear prolifer-
ation and climate change. Both 
countries would be better off if 
we could collaborate.”

On a global scale, China has 
gradually been “brought into 
the fold” through actions like 
its acceptance into the World 
Trade Organization  in 2001, 
but that has not stopped China 
from continuing old practices, 
according to Wesoky.

“President Trump’s trade war 
with China is not unjustified,” 
Wesoky said. “There are lots of 
ways that China violates intel-
lectual property and subsidizes 
businesses in ways that are prob-
ably in violation of the WTO, in 

which all countries are supposed 
to trade under the same terms.”

Wesoky explained that, while 
China needs to be held account-
able, banning apps is not a valid 
solution and even causes in-
creased disdain for America in 
Chinese citizens.

“I had a really interesting 
conversation with one of my 
closest friends in China when I 
was there last fall,” Wesoky said. 
“She is not a fan of the Chinese 
government at all, but she said 
she was really upset by the trade 
war because her perception is 
that a lot of Chinese workers 
work incredibly long, hard hours 
in factories for Americans to 
have cheaper things, and she’s 
not wrong.”

Many Chinese workers have 
grueling schedules and are paid 
minimally, leading to events like 
the string of suicides that oc-
curred at Apple subcontractor 
Foxconn’s Shenzhen factory be-
tween 2007 and 2010.  

“She’s not a fan of the Chinese 
government, but of course she 
loves her country,” Wesoky said. 
“We actually end up making 
Chinese people more support-
ive of their government when 
things like this happen. When 
Americans — or the American 
government — spend a lot of 
time attacking China, the re-
sponse among Chinese people 
won’t be, ‘Oh, those Americans, 
they’re right!’ It’ll be like, “Shut 
up, America! How dare you crit-
icize us!” 

On the other side, Ameri-
cans are not solely to blame for 
the conflicted relationship, due 
to the lack of unregulated news 
sources.

“Most of the time Chinese 

citizens are getting an incom-

plete picture of the issue because 

of media censorship, but it’s still 

a natural response,” Wesoky said. 

“I try to not lose sight of the hu-

man dimension of it. There are 

human beings on both sides of 

the equation, and people in Chi-

na just want to have a good life 

for themselves, just like we do.”

 While acknowledging that 

changes must be made, Wesoky 

explained there is no concrete 

method to follow.

“There are a lot of China 

Watchers who say that we need 

a strategy with respect to Chi-

na, but just banning some apps 

is not a strategy,” Wesoky said. 

“The fact is that China is already 

a great power. The question is, 

how is that significant to us? 

What do we do about that? We 

can’t change that. Probably in the 

next few years China’s economy 

will pass ours in overall size. It 

can’t be avoided. So what is sig-

nificant about that? Unless we 

have a real strategy for how to 

think about that, what we’re go-

ing to do about that, and what is-

sues are at stake, it’s not adequate 

to deal with it.”

WESOKY

Keep a realistic 
perspective of what’s 
possible and what 
you’re safe with.”

—LUCINDA MORGAN
Director, 

International Education

COVID-19 creates changes to Allegheny EL programs
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Across

1. Abbreviation for the new computer lab and 

fabrication lab built in Doane Hall of Art

4. One of six sororities on campus; their 

philanthropy is St. Jude Children’s Research 

Hospital; Delta Delta ___

6. Former name of the building that is now 

Tippie Alumni Center

10. One of the oldest buildings on campus; 

currently undergoing renovations and is 

scheduled to be rededicated in October

11. Number of pillars above Brooks Dining 

Hall entrance

12. “O, Alma Mater, ___”

13. After Gator Give Day, students are asked 

to write letters of thanks to the ___ who gave 

that day

14. ___ Dance Club is a student organization 

whose purpose is to provide a safe and inclu-

sive environment where people can perform 

social dances with each other

15. The small area with blue, glass sculptures 

designed to make voices echo when the per-

son speaking stands on the center stone; it 

plays a part in both the matriculation and 

graduation ceremonies

Down

2. Nickname for the community garden out-

side of Carr Hall

3. A type of giant salamander that lives in eco-

systems near the college; it was suggested as 

our mascot before the gator was adopted

5. The on-campus caterer for Allegheny Col-

lege

6. The college-sponsored apartments; Allegh-

eny ___

7. One of the largest student organizations on 

campus; puts on an annual dance show fea-

turing pieces choreographed by students

8. Where Dr. Link served as senior administra-

tor before coming to Allegheny

9. Everyone’s favorite gator

Campus Crossword
This week’s theme is Allegheny, its history and its present looks. 

The answers to this week’s crossword are online at alleghenycampus.com. 
Suggestions for puzzle themes can be submitted to Kaleigh White, 

Features Editor, at whitek2@allegheny.edu.

By KALEIGH WHITE
Features Editor
whitek2@allegheny.edu

The transition from high school to college can be 
stressful. Many of us come from schools where we 
can sleep our way through classes and still gradu-
ate with high honors, so coming to a school that is 
rumored to be more difficult than Harvard can feel 
overwhelming if you are not prepared. There are a 
few simple things you can do to help yourself get or-
ganized, get things done and settle into a routine. 
Once you find your routine, everything else falls 
into place.

Get a planner. It may sound childish, but it real-
ly does help to write down your homework assign-
ments every week. This way, you have a visual time-
line of when things are due so you can allocate your 
time accordingly. It does not have to be a large, fancy 
one; one from Dollar Tree works just as well. In your 
syllabi, most professors will have a full schedule of 
what you will be doing in class each day for the rest 
of the semester, including what reading needs to be 
done each day, or at the very least, specific dates for 
exams, projects and other big assignments.

 Once you get your syllabi, write them down in 
your planner as soon as possible so you can keep 
track of them. Highlight your exam dates in one col-
or, readings in another and homework due dates in 
another. You will be able to quickly see what needs 
to be done each night without having to flip through 
syllabi or frantically text classmates. 

This is an extremely simple thing anyone can do 
that will really help to relieve stress in the future.

Speaking of syllabi, make sure to keep all of them. 
A lot of new students make the mistake of throwing 
syllabi away or losing them almost immediately. It 
is important to keep them so that you have a phys-
ical copy for reference that you can highlight and 
write notes on. If the professor notes that there are 
changes later in the semester, they will likely post an 
updated version on Canvas, which you should print 
out and keep instead of the original. 

This way, you will also always have a reference for 
the professor’s grading policies, and you can better 
keep track of your approximate grade in any partic-
ular class. This is especially helpful if certain parts 
of your grade are weighted differently. When you 
calculate your own grade throughout the semester, 
it can help you stay focused on what you can do bet-
ter, as well as relieve some anxiety regarding your 
grades, since you will know approximately where 

you are standing at any given time. Spreadsheets are 
extremely helpful with this.

Though it may be tedious, you should get a jour-
nal or notebook and plan each day the night before. 
Write down when you are going to wake up, when 
you are going to class and when you plan on eating. 
This way, you can make sure you have time to eat, do 
homework and take care of yourself without forget-
ting any of your daily activities. It also helps you es-
tablish a routine, which can help you feel more com-
fortable and at home on campus. One of the most 
common things students forget to do is take care of 
themselves, and a lot of the time, it is simply because 
they do not plan enough time for self-care. Writing 
out your daily routine can help you avoid falling into 
a slump where you do not take care of yourself or get 
things done. It can also help you get where you need 
to be on time. It can be tedious to do it every single 
day, but the benefits of doing it make it well worth 
the effort.

Lastly, utilize the resources available to you. Many  
first-year students who do not succeed and end up 
leaving Allegheny simply do not take advantage of 
everything they can. If you do not understand some-
thing, ask the professor. There are no stupid ques-
tions. If you need additional help, go to office hours. 

Professors have office hours for the purpose of 
students coming and asking for help. If you do not 
go to office hours, the professor is just sitting and 
waiting for students. 

There are also various options for tutoring; if you 
are falling behind and struggling, there is no shame 
in asking a professor about tutoring options. It does 
not make you stupid or lesser than your peers; it 
means you are smart enough to not let yourself fail. 

While Allegheny is a tough school, anyone can 
succeed here if they put forth the effort and truly try 
to do their best every day. Stay organized, stay on 
top of things and you will do just fine here.

Ask a Gator: Organization
How to manage your classes and time

By TAYLOR HAYES
Features Editor
hayest@allegheny.edu

This year, students had to de-
cide whether or not to take 
this semester online, in person 
or commute. Many students 
based their decision on a major 
factor: safety.

Online students discussed 
concerns about the unknowns 
of this semester and staying 
home for their families’ safety.

“In such uncertainty, it was 
something I was able to con-
trol,” Lauren Shcrock, ’23, said. 

Being comfortable in know-
ing the people they are around 
are 100% safe was one of the 
big reasons students chose to 
stay home. Schrock is hope-
ful that, when the spring rolls 
around, colleges will be com-
pletely in control of the virus. 

“I figure I’ll hopefully be 
able to see (my friends) again 
come spring,” Shcrock said. 

Staying home eliminated 
the fear of students on cam-
pus jeopardizing not only their 
own health and safety, but also 
the others around them. 

For students living on cam-
pus, the concern of others not 
abiding by safety rules is prev-
alent. Kendall Crum, ’23, said 
that she had no doubt that 
some students will be breaking 
the rules. 

“There’s always going to be 
someone that wants to party 
hard and live their regular col-
lege experience,” Crum said. 
“That can’t happen at this mo-
ment.” 

 Students understand that 
this is a difficult time, but they 
also understand the need to 
hold each other accountable. 
The college is also trying to 
keep checks on the students by 
having them check in everyday 
on how they are feeling and 
testing to ensure student safety 
amongst each other. 

Most commuting students 
wanted to be able to take class-
es in person to receive face-to-
face instruction and be able 
to work at Allegheny College. 
Students feel that their profes-
sors have been communicating 
effectively.

“They’ve been very under-
standing and sympathetic, but 
honestly, it’s been kind of the 
same as how they always are,” 
Alexandria Miller, ’21, said. 
Miller is feeling good about the 
quality of education this year. 

Commuting students are 
running into some problems 
where on-campus employment 
is concerned. 

“I wanted to do a work 
study for (my TA position), but 
they said that because I’m not 

on campus, they can’t pay me 
for it, so I’m just taking it for a 
credit,” Miller said. 

The dining changes have 
caused some mixed feelings 
for students that are living on 
campus.  

“Not being able to go in and 
eat at Brooks or at (McKinley’s) 
with my friends is disappoint-
ing,” Bennett Westfall, ’23, said. 

The student dining experi-
ence has changed from previ-
ous semesters. However, many 
students have found other ways 
to enjoy one another’s compa-
ny outside. Blankets are now 
set out on the grass through-
out the campus, and groups 
are social distancing as they 
eat and chat. Students don’t 
get the buzz of students in the 
dining hall, but  do get to see 
groups enjoying their company 
in the sun. The food has also 
changed. Jillian Bradley, ’23, 
described the setup of Brooks 
Dining Hall. 

“There (are) (fewer) options 
to eat, which makes it hard for 
people to find something they 
like or choose what they specif-
ically want from each section” 
Bradley said. 

The online ordering system 
at McKinley’s is another new 
feature of campus dining.

“(McKinley’s) is making 
big moves with changes that 
people are responding well to,” 
Crum said. “With online order 
and a scheduled pickup, peo-
ple are enjoying the safe and 
effortless system. The food at 
Kins is made-to-order, so I can 
order my food the way I like 
and need.” 

Students are not worried 
about the amount of help they 
will still receive at Allegheny. 
“I’d say pretty (I’m) confident,” 
Annie Miller, ’21, said. “I’ve 
been getting all these emails 
and (professors) seems really 
enthusiastic, like they’ve been 
working hard on this. Commu-
nication at this time has been 
limited to purely online, so that 
feels a little different.” 

The Maytum Learning 
Commons and office hours are 
still available to students both 
remotely and on campus. 

“I do believe that the re-

sources we’ve had on campus 

will still be adequate because 

the learning commons and the 

office hours are still available,” 

Crum said. Many students are 

remaining optimistic on the 

quality of their education. 

“I’m not expecting that the 

quality of the education will 

be 100% what it was before we 

left last semester,” Westfall said. 

“After a semester of fully online 

instruction, doing a mixture 

of online and in person will be 

much closer to what we had.” 

Now that the faculty have 

experience teaching online, 

the virtual component of 

some classes won’t be so new.  

Schrock commented on her 

classes and how she feels about 

being a remote student. 

“I definitely don’t think it 

will be the same quality as a 

normal semester, but I also 

don’t think that’s exclusive 

to me as a remote student,” 

Schrock said. 

Crum said she has no 

doubts when it comes to learn-

ing in her classes. 

“I am very confident in 

my professors’ ability to teach 

properly,” Crum said. “So, I 

believe my quality of my edu-

cation will remain as high as it 

always has been.” 

A year like no other 
Students share thoughts on campus changes

In such uncertainty, it was something I was able 
to control” 

—LAUREN SCHROCK 
Class of 2023

Comedy Column By KALEEL VAN VOORHEES
Editorial cartoonist
vanvoorhees@allegheny.edu
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TAYLOR HAYES/THE CAMPUS
A student carrying belongings outside North Village II while follow-
ing physical distancing and mask guidelines.

KALEIGH WHITE/THE CAMPUS
Parents and students line up in their vehicles outside of the Rob-
ertson Athletic Complex  for COVID-19 testing on Thursday, Aug. 
27.

TAYLOR HAYES/THE CAMPUS
Students play a game of spike ball on the Gator Quad while wearing masks.

TAYLOR HAYES/THE CAMPUS
The Merriman Bookstore moved outside so students and parents 
could pick up books and gear while following safety procedures.

TAYLOR HAYES/THE CAMPUS
A mother and daughter finishing up move-in outside North Village II 
on Thursday, Aug. 27. 

MOVE-IN 
DURING A 
PANDEMIC

Dining Hall Hours 
Fall 2020

Brooks Dining Hall
Monday-Friday 7:30 am-8:30 pm

Saturday & Sunday 11:00 am -8:30 pm

Pine Market 
(Brooks Lounge)

Monday-Friday 7:30 am-8:30 pm
Saturday & Sunday 10:30 am-8:30 pm

West Alcove Market 
(Shultz)

Monday-Friday 7:30 am-2:30 pm

McKinley’s*
Monday-Sunday 11:00 am-9:00 pm

McKinz Market
Monday-Thursday 7:30 am-10:00 pm

Friday 7:30am-12:00 am
Saturday 8:30 am-12:00 am
Sunday 8:30am-10:00 pm

*Scheduled pickup only; must order on 

the GET Mobile app
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Summer teams give Allegheny Baseball 

players a second chance to play season
Athletes and coaches credit summer teams with 
allowing training to continue during pandemic

By ADAM COHEN
Sports Editor
cohena@allegheny.edu

March 13, 2020 marked a turn-
ing point in both the academic 
and athletic year. Academics 
quickly shifted online and ath-
letes left their seasons and teams 
behind. Spring sports teams 
such as baseball were left uncer-
tain when or if their next com-
petitive game would occur. 

Various summer collegiate 
leagues took the necessary steps 
and precautions to play baseball 
during the pandemic including 
the Northwoods League and 
the Coastal Plains League. Local 
leagues aided players in limiting 
travel and in-person interac-
tions.

Allegheny baseball players, 
John Malagise, ‘23, and Tyler 
Hettich, ‘21, were not exposed 
to  COVID-19 while playing on 
their summer baseball teams. 
Malagise explained how his 
team was able to play in a safe 
and enjoyable manner.

“We never touched the oth-
er teams’ hands, we just tried 
to keep to ourselves, and stayed 
safe,” Malagise said. (Coach) 
Sean Manning really did a great 
job because we did not have any 
COVID-19 issues.”

Many summer baseball 
teams were forced to shut down 
mid-season because a player, 
coach or staffer tested positive 
for COVID-19. Continuing 
leagues took extra precautions 
including not participating in 
handshakes to limit  contact 
with others.

Summer baseball leagues 
took these preventative mea-
sures because the leagues exist 
as a training mechanism. In 
each summer league, the best 
players  compete head-to-head 
with one another. For the play-
ers, having a chance to prove 
oneself in a summer league is a 
win-win situation; players face 
talented baseball players, and a 
good season can give them more 
opportunities to play at school 
or upper levels of baseball com-
petition.

Allegheny Baseball Head 
Coach Brandon Crum was less 

worried about how his players 
performed during the summer; 
rather, he was more focused on 
his players having opportunities 
to play.

“I didn’t care about if they 
batted zero or batted .400,” 
Crum said. “I wanted them to 
go out and play the game for 
their own sanity and their own 
health.”

Playing sports is an integral 
part of many people’s lives, ac-
cording to Crum. Thus, Crum 
believes that having a chance 
to play baseball this summer 
boosted the morale of his play-
ers.

“(Playing baseball) was im-
portant for their psyche and 
their mental health,” Crum said. 
“I think this was huge in their 
ability to cope with what just 
happened to them in terms of 
being sent home from college.”

Leaving college early was 
also disappointing to first-years 
who missed their first season 
at college, while many seniors 
had to abruptly say goodbye to 
their teammates and play their 
last competitive game. In other 
instances, players were trying to 
recover from injury, and missed 
most, if not all, of the shortened 
spring season. Hettich broke his 
hand and did not have a chance 
to return to the team. Hettich 
said that this made him more 
eager to play baseball this sum-
mer.

“Being able to play in the 
summer helped me get back 
into the swing of things and 
making sure that my hand was 
okay,” Hettich said. “Without 
that chance, my next live at-bat 
would not be until we are al-
lowed to intersquad (at Allegh-
eny).” 

Nearly everyone on the Ga-
tors’ roster was able to play base-
ball this summer. Oftentimes, 
collegiate baseball leagues will 
recruit players from the same 
school, and these players be-
come teammates on their sum-
mer ball team. Players such as 
Malagise, who was unable to 
play much during his freshman 
year because of COVID-19, had 
another opportunity to bond 
with his Gator teammates.

“We had so much fun,” 
Malagise said. “We had a lot 
more bonding time that we 
missed out on in the spring.”

Hettich was the lone Allegh-
eny Gator on his local baseball 
team, whereas Malagise had 
over five Gators on his team. 
As with any sports team, team-
mates will face each other in 
practice. At Allegheny, there 
are widespread competitions 
and games between teammates 
that happen during Blue and 
Gold weekend, which tends to 
bring out a lot of excitement and 
school spirit. Thus, Hettich was 
eager to play against his fellow 
Gator teammates when facing 
their summer baseball team. 

“It felt a lot like (Blue and 
Gold weekend), except I was 
the only guy to back myself up 
on the other side,” said Hettich. 
“It was a lot of fun. My favor-
ite games of the summer were 
against them.”

In a year filled with lots of 
unknowns, for a brief season, 
many Allegheny baseball players 
including Hettich and Malagise 
experienced a sense of normal-
cy; bonding and having friend-
ly rivalries with teammates, 
and playing baseball. Though 
a spring 2021 season is uncer-
tain, there is hope and optimism 
among players because many 
summer league teams found a 
way to play baseball throughout 
the pandemic.

Athletics train during a fall season 

without intercollegiate competition
Teams will train and practice for a potential spring 
season while following COVID-19 guidelines

By ADAM COHEN
Sports Editor
cohena@allegheny.edu

Conferences around the coun-
try have postponed the fall 
sports season in 2020, including 
the North Coast Athletic Con-
ference. Thus, Allegheny will 
have no outside competition 
during the fall season. Although 
there is no intercollegiate com-
petition this fall, teams will still 
practice and work out but are 
obligated to follow COVID-19 
guidelines. As a result, coaches 
are put in a difficult position to 
find the most effective way to 
practice during the pandemic.

Since March, coaches have 
been checking up on their ath-
letes and making sure they were 
training in the extended offsea-
son. Even though the coaches 
checked in on the players, the 
players held themselves ac-
countable. The softball team 
created a buddy system to make 
sure everyone was training and 
practicing. 

“Our upperclassmen in par-
ticular split the group up into 
accountability groups,” Head 
Coach Beth Curtiss explained. 
“They all just tried to keep in 
touch with each other to make 
sure everyone was staying in 
shape, and being optimistic that 
everyone will be back this fall 
and work together.”

Curtiss also noticed the dif-
ference in morale for the players 
since returning to campus.

“I do feel like there is a lot 
more excitement,” Curtiss said. 
“They are happy to be back on 
campus. They are excited by the 
fact that we get to work out and 
get back to the game that we 
all really enjoy, appreciate and 
love.”

While the coaches and play-
ers are happy to reunite with 
each other, it will still be a long 
time before normal practices 
can occur. Kelly Barzak, head 
coach of the women’s volley-
ball team, explained the three 
phases of the athletics plan. 
Phases one and two will be two 
weeks long, while phase three 
will be in effect unless a spring 
season begins.  

“In phase one, it will just 
be workouts,” Barzak said. “In 
phase two, we will start to do 
some practices. I believe that we 
still have to keep our social dis-
tance and we still have to keep 
our pods. I cannot intermingle 
our two groups of 10. For those 
first four weeks, there will be 
two groups of 10 that will not 
intermingle at all. Phase three is 
more of our regular practices.”

The three-phase plan is the 
current plan for all Allegheny 
teams. Teams can begin prac-
tice starting on Sept. 14. Teams 
will section their players off into 
pods, which splits the team into 
smaller groups so that there can 
be fewer in-person interactions. 
Teams had to take other precau-
tions such as restricting which 
players can go into each pod 
because roommates cannot be 
in separate groups to lessen the 
spread of the virus. Teams also 
have to ensure that practices are 
socially distanced, coordinate 
class schedules and ensure ev-
eryone is wearing masks unless 
players’ heart rate is up. Addi-
tionally, the three-phase plan 
is subject to change as coaches 
must closely watchupdates to 
COVID-19 guidelines.

“Every single day something 
new changes, so we just have to 
be on the up-and-up on regula-
tions coming from the NCAA, 
coming from the governor and 
coming from our own health 
agency at Allegheny,” Barzak 
said. “Every single day we are 
reevaluating how that is going 
to look.”

Barzak also mentioned other 
new NCAA rules for this year 
that have changed because of 
COVID-19. Instead of the tra-
ditional 15 practice days in the 
fall, teams will have 114 days 
worth of practices, competi-
tions, mandatory meetings and 
mandatory workouts through-
out the entire school year. 

Many Allegheny coaches are 
planning on having around two 
days of workouts and three days 
of practices starting on Sept. 
14. Ashley Hughes, head coach 
of the women’s lacrosse team 
acknowledged that because 

there was an extended hiatus 
as a team, the workout routine 
might be a little different.

“We have to start a little bit 
slower in terms of our condi-
tioning and training,” Hughes 
said. “I’m not anticipating them 
being in as good of shape as 
they typically are.”

Although it might take teams 
a little longer to get back into 
midseason form, the coach-
es are excited that teams are 
training as a group again. An-
gelo Panzetta, head coach of the 
men’s soccer team, indicated 
that workouts and practices will 
provide crucial information to 
evaluate his team.

“I am so excited to see how 
the (first-years) compete with 
the current players and start to 
develop a depth chart,” Panzetta 
said.

Fall sports such as volleyball 
and soccer have a chance to be 
played in the spring. Although a 
spring season could happen for 
all sports, Allegheny’s coaches 
are erring on the side of cau-
tion. Panzetta describes what a 
potential spring season could 
entail.

“In my mind, I am thinking 
there is a legitimate probabili-
ty that we can get three to four 
matches in,” Panzetta said. “As 
for us playing a full conference 
schedule in the spring, I know 
that would be very difficult at 
Division III schools because of 
facilities and personnel.” 

There are few guarantees for 
athletics during the pandemic. 
Coaches and athletes are hoping 
that a spring season can happen, 
but that may not be decided un-
til 2021. For now, Allegheny’s 
coaches are looking forward to 
reuniting with their respective 
teams and beginning to prac-
tice.  

I didn’t care if they 
batted zero or batted 
.400. I wanted them 
to go out and play the 
game for their own 
sanity and health.”

—BRANDON CRUM 
Head Coach, 

Men’s Baseball Team

CRUM MALAGISE HETTICH

ALLEGHENY COLLEGE 
COVID-19 DATA

5 ACTIVE POSITIVE CASES
7 TOTAL POSITIVE CASES

873 PENDING RESULTS
2891 COMPLETED TESTS

1989  NEGATIVE TESTS
Editor’s Note: The weekly COVID-19 data is compiled using the 
COVID-19 Case Dashboard available on the COVID-19 web page. 
Case counts listed above are collected the Thursday before publication.

COVID-19 INFORMATION

HEALTH & 
SAFETY REMINDERS

WEAR A FACE COVERING 

KEEP SIX FEET FROM OTHERS

STAY HOME IF YOU ARE SICK

DO YOUR DAILY HEALTH CHECK

Photo contributed by alleghenygators.com
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