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News Editor
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On Sept. 9, 21 and 30, Allegheny College President Hilary Link will be visiting Erie, Buffalo and Cleveland, respectively. According to the Allegheny
College website, the events are a chance
for alumni, parents and friends of the
college to, “socialize and learn more
about President Hilary L. Link’s strategic vision for the College.”
Matthew Stinson, vice president for
institutional advancement, said that the
events were designed to reintroduce
Link to the greater Allegheny Community.
“The world has, quite frankly,
changed since she’s become the president,” Stinson said. “She’s announced
her strategic priorities, her initiatives,
and alumni are interested in learning
what those are about.”
Link’s previous introduction as President was cut short by the COVID-19
pandemic, which arrived in March of
2020: less than a year into Link’s term.
Stinson noted that internally the events
are called “Meet the President 2.0,” in
reference to the restarted required in the
first year of Link’s administration.
The pandemic still weighed heavily
on the events’ planners, and a key part
of setting up the events is near-constant
consultation with the Allegheny College
Health Agency.
“We’re in a really helpful place to
have people who are guiding these
events,” said Ellen Johnson, vice president for enrollment management.
“They’re working with us really closely
on any events that are happening on or
off campus to ensure that we’re following every protocol and keeping people
as safe as possible in this time.”
Stinson, whose schedule of alumni
events has already begun, has been tested so many times he’s lost count. Johnson said that this is all part of the larger
effort to preserve alumni events and
protect the campus.
“The whole campus community
will be getting tested at least every two
weeks, and those that are traveling outof-state will be getting tested upon returning as well,” Johnson said. “(We’re)
not just following general protocols, but
enhancing that testing for people who
are traveling off-campus or out-of-state
for these types of events or other recruitment or alumni travel.”

See ALUMNI page 3
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This photo is from Allegheny’s Oct. 5 game against Hiram in the 1983 season, the last in the President’s Athletic
Conference. After almost 40 years in the NCAC, Allegheny will officially be returning to the PAC in July of next
year.

Allegheny to return to PAC in 2022
See SPORTS page 8

Link’s vision for Allegheny,
administrative restructuring
By HASSAN JAVED
News Editor
javed01@allegheny.edu

As Allegheny College President Hilary
Link enters her third year in the position, many changes have been observed
afforded by her vision for the future and
advancement of the college.
Vice President for Institutional Advancement Matthew Stinson commented on Link’s vision.
“She has four very distinct priorities
that will help to elevate the profile of
Allegheny College,” Stinson said. “The
categories include holistic student success with inclusive excellence, being relevant to global, regional, local and social
context and owning our (Allegheny’s)
distinct academic brand and financial
stability.”
Vice President for Enrollment Management Ellen Johnson talked about
Link’s vision being motivated by and focusing on providing Allegheny students
with the opportunity to make the best
out of their education.
“(Link’s vision) all wraps up into
ensuring that every Allegheny student
gets the best experience that Allegheny offers,” Johnson said. “We are trying
to make sure that students get the best
experience possible regardless of their
background or past experiences.”
Stinson mentioned that in order to
implement Link’s vision and ensure ho-

listic student success, the best student
experience at Allegheny College is considered the average student experience
at Allegheny College.
“We’ve heard anecdotally from young
Allegheny alumni about the fantastic
experience they had while being here,”
Stinson said.. However, we’ve also unfortunately heard that not every student
has that experience.”
Stinson also talked about higher education data that shows a relationship
that represents inequality among students and their professional endeavors
based on factors such as socioeconomic
status.
“There’s plenty of higher education
data that shows underrepresented students as being much more likely to have
internships that are not paid,” Stinson
said. “They’re much more likely to not
have the same networking opportunities.”
Stinson explained Link’s vision is to
enforce a system of support that will ensure that all students are provided with
the same opportunities while at Allegheny.
“(We are) putting in a support structure to make sure that every student
regardless of their background has the
equitable level of opportunities,” Stinson
said.
Johnson gave the example of the creation of the role of Dean for Students

Success, which was assumed by Ian Binnington, as being part of the implementation of Link’s vision.
“Ian Binnington is the inaugural
Dean for Students Success, and he is
now waking up every day with his team
thinking about how they can make sure
students are succeeding,” Johnson said.
Stinson reinforced Link’s focus on
student success by talking about the creation of the position of First-Year Class
Dean, undertaken by Niki Fjeldal.
“We’re already hearing from tons of
students about the impact (Fjeldal) is
having in making them feel welcome,
comfortable and connected,” Stinson
said. “The class dean concept will carry
forward in the future, we actually hope
to hire a second-year class dean in the
coming year.”
The college is doing a review of the
process by which financial aid is determined and allocated to students, according to Johnson.

“We realize that the affordability of
college is a big factor for many of our
students so we are currently reviewing
the process through which (we) award
financial aid to incoming students as
well as to students who may be having
challenges retaining at the college due
to the costs changing during their time
here,” Johnson said. “This is another way
in which we are looking to ensure holistic student success.”

The first Allegheny Student Government meeting of the semester commenced with introducing this year’s
senators for their class before announcing their goals for the semester.
Allegheny Student Government
President Noah Tart, ’22, explained
the importance of first-year senate involvement.
“First-year senate participation is
critical to the success of the operation
of ASG,” Tart said. “Please be on the
lookout for the freshman senator election information.”
Parliamentarian Rachel Harris, ’23,
outlined her goals regarding the legislative branch over the next semester.
“I want to ensure that the legislative
branch has a bit more direction,” Harris said. “I am looking to make a reformation of the policies. In November, I
will be looking at a transparency bill.”
According to Tart, the transparency bill will ensure there is more communication between the student body
and the administration.
Director of Finance Lucas Biniewski, ’23, talked about the state of finances this semester.
“Currently, the general fund is undecided because we’re waiting for the
campaign,” Biniewski said. “Right now
we are at a healthy $70,000 spent the
first two weeks.”
Director of Diversity and Inclusion
Jennifer Peralta, ’22, talked about her
plans to reach more students this semester.
“Some of the things I was thinking to do this year were more events,
creating more safe spaces for students
and building an aid closet.”
Director of Communications and
Press Ryder Sullivan, ’22, spoke about
her plans for ASG to be more involved
with students and have an overall bigger presence.
“I want to try to really emphasize
communication with the students and
also try to be really open about what
we do here and show them all the
work we provide for them,” Sullivan
said. “ I also wanted to do more Instagram takeovers throughout the year
where every senator shows what a day
senator’s day is like.”
Director of Student Affairs Elizabeth Graham, ’22, emphasized the
importance of certain services around
campus which would improve student
life on campus.
“We are looking to continue to work
on the feminine product dispensers as
well as looking to increase the number
of charging stations around campus
and starting ‘Talk About It Tuesday”
so we can have more feedback,” Graham said.
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FREEDOM IN ‘LOKI’

TAKING THE OATH

VOLLEYBALL TAKES ON TITANS

An analysis of the meaning of freedom
in Marvel’s ‘Loki.’

Four ROTC students take the Oath of
Enlistment for the U.S. Army.

Despite Wednesday’s loss, the women’s
volleyball team is excited about the upcoming season.
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FRIDAY

H: 70º L: 53º
Rain: 10%
Sunrise: 6:48 a.m.
Sunset: 7:50 p.m.
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SATURDAY

H: 76º L: 60º
Rain: 8%
Sunrise: 6:49 a.m.
Sunset: 7:48 p.m.

SUNDAY

H: 71º L:57º
Rain: 58%
Sunrise: 650 a.m.
Sunset: 7:46 p.m.
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Changes across campus as health guidelines loosen
By EVELYN ZAVALA
News Editor
zavala01@allegheny.edu

After over a year of COVID-19
restrictions, Allegheny College has started the process of
returning students back to a
more normal semester. With
full capacity dining, access to
in-person religious services and
no masking requirements, students have more opportunities
to build community on campus
with their peers.
Stephanie Lang, general
manager for Parkhurst Dining,
discussed changes made to the
experience in McKinley’s Food
Court and Brooks Dining Hall.
“McKinley’s last year was fully
mobile ordering with two pickup points,” Lang said. “We got
tons of feedback from students
saying they missed seeing our
team members and they missed
seeing the food. We changed the

setup to be partially in-person
and partially mobile.”
While Brooks seating returned to full capacity, the dining structure did not go back to
how it was prior to COVID-19
restrictions. A new and improved system was put in place.
According to Lang, Brooks is
not approved by ACHA to be allyou-can-eat or self-serve. That is
not the only reason why Brooks
did not return to how it was before COVID-19. Dining services
took the opportunity to completely change dining at Allegheny. Through feedback they were
able to make significant changes.
“Prior to COVID, Brooks
got a lot of hate,” Lang said.
“Brooks got a lot of hate about
people touching things, fingers
in food, really unsafe food practices. Brooks is a point system
now. We make changes based on
100% student feedback and permission from ACHA.”

The seating has been a big
change because McKinley’s and
Brooks can seat more people
since both have gone back to being at full capacity. Each location
provides different experiences.
“I love Brooks for the reason
that, unlike McKinley’s, is a very
communal space where you sit
with your teammates, friends,
sorority and fraternity,” Lang
said. “It builds community that
we were really lacking last year.
This year we were really intentional about bringing that feeling
back that Brooks always has.”
The quality of the food has
been improved as well.
“We’ve been able to train our
team a bit better,” Lang said. “We
are still desperately short-handed as everyone in our industry
is right now, so we are just doing our best with training and
keep learning. You will see more
changes in Brooks as we have
our growing pains.”

Along with changes to the
student dining experience, religious services went back to normal hours of operation. Many
places of worship were limited
or closed altogether last year, so
students are excited to be able to
gather in places of worship together again and have access to
Ford Chapel and the Prayer and
Meditation House when they
need to.
President of the Newman
Association William Nese, ’23,
shared his thoughts on how the
changes will benefit Catholic
students on campus who need
the Ford Chapel for more than
one day a week.
“The private time for people
to pray was especially limited.
Some people didn’t know that
Mass was even offered,” Nese
said. “This year we will get to
see more people again now that
everyone’s on campus doing
more usual activities and just

continuing to collaborate. Now
that COVID is lessened, I think
there’ll be more opportunities.”
Director of Muslim Life Sami
Alkyam remarked on the difference the opening of the PAM
house will make for Muslim students on campus.
“We do not have any limitations so students can be there
and do their meditation prayers,”
Alkyam said. “We are limited by
a specific number of students,
but that’s not an issue because
we are small groups anyway. Last
year, we could not gather together much in person.”
Alkyam explained the benefits many Muslim students gain
from being able to practice their
faith together, especially during
the month of Ramadan.
“In April, we were lucky
enough to get an exemption and
start meeting in-person because
we had entered the month of Ramadan, the month of fasting for
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Kamryn Dorsett, ’25 (L), and Tara Chillingworth, ’25 (R), face off in a round of the icebreaker
‘The Blanket Game’ at an Allegheny Christian Outreach meeting in the Ford Chapel.

Muslims, and it was hard for students because for some of them it
was the first time they had been
away from home during that
month,” Alkyam said. “Every
single day in April we ate dinner
together after sunset. I can’t tell
you how happy I was to see how
much students appreciated it at
the end of the month.”
With masks no longer required this semester, students
can start to engage more socially.
“The facial engagement you
get from looking at the faces of
your classmates and colleagues
was missing last year,” Alkyam
said. “I have heard students now
complementing each other this
past Friday, saying they never imagined them looking this
way.”
The semester will continue to
be monitored to ensure its safety
as more changes are implemented and students return to a more
normal year.
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Members of the Allegheny Christian Outreach meeting sit in a circle in the Ford Chapel.
More than thirty people attended, and almost all were unmasked.

Gone, but not forgotten: mask debate lingers
Professors divided on masking in classrooms as classes begin for fall
By SAMI MIRZA
News Editor
mirza01@allegheny.edu

Allegheny College fully returned
to in-person instruction on Aug.
24 for the first time since the
COVID-19 pandemic forced
students home in March of 2020.
Most students have elected to
attend class and walk around
without a face covering, as the
Allegheny College Health Agency has lifted almost all masking
and physical distancing requirements put in place over the last
year to combat COVID-19.
Assistant Professor of English and Director of the Education Studies program Susan
Slote said that the overall sense
she has gotten from the return to
campus has been positive
“I’ve got a sense of tremendous joy for people to be back
together again, and I’ve heard
that from students and from
other faculty colleagues,” Slote
said. “I think there’s some caution about where COVID’s going, but certainly in terms of the
experience of learning together,
there was a lot of excitement in
my groups.”
Some faculty members, like
Tim Chapp, assistant professor
of Chemistry, and Matthew Ferrence, associate professor and
chair of the English department,
are electing to mask because of
family members who are not
able to get vaccinated.
“My reason for wearing a
mask is that my daughter is 10
and hasn’t been vaccinated yet,”
Chapp said. “I just explained
that to (my students), and they
were all super understanding “
Ferrence, who is also masking for his children, feels a bit
uncomfortable with the current
atmosphere.
“I don’t blame students for
not masking because they’re not
obligated to do so, (but) it is disconcerting understanding the
rise of the delta variant, partic-

ularly in Crawford County,” Ferrence said. “I don’t worry about
it when I’m teaching, but when I
think about it (it) does make me
a little nervous.”
Allison Connell-Pensky, associate professor of psychology,
thinks that the students are being “duped” into believing they
can be unmasked and do not
have to distance.
“I believe we’re essentially being gaslit by being told that (we
can be unmasked),” Pensky said.
“It is not safe. There is a multitude of published studies that
show we need to continue to be
masked. The CDC still says we
should be masked. The American Academy of Pediatrics says
we should be masked.”
CDC guidelines currently
state that fully vaccinated individuals should mask “in areas
of substantial or high transmission.” While Crawford County is
among the areas of high transmission, the college itself has a
positivity rate of around 0.072%,
compared to the county’s positivity rate of 26%.
But Pensky does not draw a
line between the college and the
community.
“We can’t pretend that Allegheny College is a community
wholly separate from Crawford
County,” Pensky said.
However, the AAP guidelines
are for communities with significant unvaccinated populations.
“AAP recommends universal
masking because a significant
portion of the student population is not yet eligible for vaccines, and masking is proven to
reduce transmission of the virus
and to protect those who are not
vaccinated,” the AAP website
states.
Chapp feels like the campus
is fairly safe given the 99% student vaccination rate and 94%
faculty vaccination rate.

“The campus itself feels to
me like a pretty safe space, and
the data so far suggests that even
though there have been breakthrough cases, transmission
from person-to-person seems
lower,” Chapp said. “I wouldn’t
be surprised if we went back to
masking, but vaccines have been
shown to be effective.”
Vaccines also meant Chapp’s
summer research students were
able to function at a pre-pandemic level, hitting what he
called “critical mass” in terms of
research efficiency. Even before
the vaccine, in the spring semester, students in some of the
chemistry labs were able to work
pretty close to each other because of “fume hoods” — complex vents that prevent noxious
fumes from building up in a lab
setting.
“Whenever we’re in one of
those labs, the fume hoods are
always running, so the airflow
turnover is similar to what it
would be if you’re outside on a
somewhat windy day, so students could be working a little
bit closer than they might otherwise be if it was just a normal
space,” Chapp said.
Other professors did not fare
as well with masks and distancing, particularly with the hybrid
model of having half the class attend virtually, and the other half
in a physical classroom.
“With the fully remote model, I really could teach with that
complete context in mind,” Slote
said. “In the hybrid model, I
couldn’t. We were doing a lot
of stuff in (module one of the
spring 2021 semester) that was
directly connected to, ‘Well, how
do we overcome this distance
between us,’ and while I always
have that in mind when I teach,
in the hybrid model, you have to
then have two different models
in mind. I don’t miss that at all.”
Hybrid models of learning
are brought about when students have to socially distance,

but according to Patterson even
masking can have a detrimental
impact on the learning environment, as students miss facial
cues and other subtle textures of
communication.
“(Masking) does make teaching harder and less accessible,”
Patterson said. “I would understand if we brought masks back,
but I do think it would add another layer of difficulty to teaching and to learning.”
Pensky, like Ferrence and
Patterson, thinks that whether
or not an individual class requires masking should be up to
the instructor.
“I would love for the college
to require masks period, but at
the very least to allow the faculty
and the staff with offices in-person on campus the agency to
protect their own health and to
require masks when they’re in
shared spaces with other community members,” Pensky said.
“That would be a good first step.”
While
Ferrence
would
strongly prefer that his entire
class masks, he also recognized
the potential divisiveness of having multiple different mask policies in the same building.
“I don’t like the dynamic
across the community if it winds
up being an antagonistic or adversarial relationship between
the students and the faculty,”
Ferrence said.
Ferrence also noted that the
predominant social norm is to
go unmasked, contrary to a poll
conducted by The Campus in
early August. That poll suggested that just over half of all students who responded would be
masking upon returning to campus. But now, the vast majority
are unmasked.
“There’s probably a lot of
people that don’t care one way or
another if they were wearing a
mask or not, and those are people that understandably — and
I don’t criticize them — won’t
wear a mask if the messaging
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“Fume hoods” like this one in the Doane Hall of Chemistry
helped some of Professor Tim Chapp’s class meet at almost
full capacity before the vaccine became widely available.
and social convention is to not
(mask),” Ferrence said.
As of Sept. 1, the college had
two active cases of COVID-19
according to surveillance testing
conducted by the college. But
Pensky does not trust those tests
to be accurate.
“There is some benefit to …
lower (positivity) rates on campus, according to our rapid antigen tests, which have some flaws
in testing for COVID in vaccinated individuals,” Pensky said.
“Let’s put that out there; these
could be false negatives, as well
as true negatives.”
On her first day of class, Pensky tried to convince her students to wear face coverings.
“I presented that evidence
and I shared a box of masks for
anyone who didn’t have one or
just wanted a spare one,” Pensky
said.
Pensky soon heard that a student expressed their concerns to
the administration and Pensky
later discussed the incident with
Provost Ron Cole, ’87.
Cole declined to comment
on specifics regarding the matter
and instead issued the following
statement to The Campus.
“Our mask policy, informed
by ACHA recommendations,
is based on the very high vac-

cination rate among students
and employees, our protocol for
COVID-19 testing, and the very
low COVID-19 positivity rate
on campus,” Cole wrote in the
statement. “The professionals in
ACHA review our COVID-19
policies regularly and these can
change at any time based on
changing conditions. I remind
all students and employees that
they are strongly encouraged to
wear masks when in public indoor spaces off campus and that
N-95 masks are available from
ACHA for those that would like
to wear one in classes. Anyone
is welcome to wear a mask on
campus and as a community of
mutual care, I hope that we will
all respect the health concerns of
one another.”
But Pensky does not believe
that the ACHA is being honest.
“I think the college’s current
COVID response is motivated
by finances and politics, but that
we’re being told that it’s for our
safety,” Pensky said. “The college is scared about the backlash
from some students (and) families if it were to mandate masks,
and the potential loss of tuition
and fees from some students if
they chose to withdraw because
of a mask mandate.”
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Restrictions for the events

themselves are still unconfirmed, with Stinson citing the
fluidity of COVID-19 conditions in all three counties that
Link will be heading to. Erie
County in Pennsylvania, where
Link will be visiting Sept. 9, recently mandated masks for all
students and staff at all schools,
overriding individual schools’
decisions on masking.
“Each event, as we get closer to the event, we will check in
with the local regulations again,
and part of our last-minute
communication with attendees
will be to give them that up-todate information,” Stinson said.
Institutional

Advancement

specifically chose not to include
any COVID-19 protocols for the
event in their invites.
“It is very typical for alumni events to have a last-minute
email with details about the

from page 1
event, and in that email we will
be sharing the protocols that, A:
adhere to our ACHA guidelines,
but B: also to the local guidelines,” Stinson said.
The college also deliberately
booked larger spaces than they
would need for all three events.
For example, the Erie event
will be held in the Harlequin
Ballroom of the Sheraton Erie
Bayfront Hotel, a space with a
maximum capacity of almost
350 guests in a reception setting.
As of Monday, only 34 guests
had publicly RSVP’d for the Erie
event (guests have an option
when RSVPing to keep their
reservation private).
At these three events, Stinson
expects less than 100 attendees each, and possibly less than
50 attendees in some cases. He
also said the college intentionally chose not to travel to larger
markets like Boston, New York
or Washington D.C. this fall.

“The more local we can do

from page 1

The largest local market
is undoubtedly Pittsburgh, a
strong enclave of Allegheny
alumni and the second-largest
city in Pennsylvania by population.
“We haven’t finalized the date
or the location for that, but we
have made it clear to the folks on
my team who are planning that
it has to be an outdoors event
because Pittsburgh has historically always drawn a lot of alumni,” Stinson said.
Virtual events were also
raised as a possible alternative
to in-person events, and Stinson
said that the college would continue to use virtual spaces even
once the COVID-19 pandemic
was no longer a factor in event
planning.
“(Virtual events) allow our
alumni from all over the coun-

Stinson said. “You’ll see a blend
of on-campus and virtual events
continue from Institutional Advancement this year.”
Stinson also said that most
development and alumni relation teams at other schools are
also planning similar programming.
“Every single peer that I’ve
The Harlequin Ballroom at the Sheraton Erie Bayfront,
where Hilary Link will be meeting with alumni on Sept. 9
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Stinson said.

wouldn’t normally otherwise,”
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(these events), the safer it is,”

try to participate in things they

talked to is also doing the same,
so what we’re doing is not
unique,” Stinson said. “It’s based
on facts.”
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Students walk in front of the Tippie Alumni Center, where the Faculty Council meets.
Stinson clarified that the college is focusing on equity and
not equality when it comes to
ensuring holistic student success.
“We are absolutely focusing
on equity (of experience) with
the acknowledgment that students come in from different
backgrounds in lots of different
ways and therefore need different resources,” Stinson said.
“Focusing on equality would
mean we are standardizing the
Allegheny experience.”
According to Johnson, Allegheny aims to meet students
where they are during matriculation and envisions bringing
them to the successful level.
“When we recruit new students, we’re essentially recruiting alumni. That’s what we hope
to do.” Johnson said. “Our goal
is that any student that attends
Allegheny becomes a graduate
of Allegheny.”

Recent downsizing of staff
positions has been administered at Allegheny. The Faculty
Council, which serves to advise
Link and serve as a liaison between the college community
and the administration, clarified
the elimination of positions and
how it relates to Link’s vision.
“The council is deeply saddened to lose so many colleagues on campus, those individuals contributed a great deal
to the college and their absence
will be felt for some time,” the

The council also explained
the role it will play in Link’s new
vision for the college.
“The council will continue to
play the role that it always has,”
the council said. “We advise
the President and the Provost of
the college on a variety of matters including staffing, we oversee and support the committee
structures on campus and we
bring concerns raised to us by
the Allegheny community to
the attention of the President
and Provost.”

council said. “The restructuring
was done in order to support
President Link’s vision and increase collaboration across various departments on campus
and was strictly a result of the
financial situation of the col-

When we recruit
new students, we’re
essentially recruiting
alumni.”

lege and the mandate from the
Board of Trustees to close the
budget deficit over the next four
years.”

—ELLEN JOHNSON

Vice President for Enrollement
Management,
Allegheny College
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ASG met in-person Tuesday, Aug. 31, in CC 301/302 with President Noah Tart, ’22 (center), at the head with his cabinet.
“We’re evaluating and choosing projects
based on the feedback from the students.”
Director of Sustainability and Environmental Affairs Andi Reiser, ’23, wants to get
more students in
“I am trying to find people for the sustainability committee such as ex officios and
senators,” Resiser said. “I really want to get
people involved in specifically things like
metal straws and menstrual cups that we had
last year. It’s something I really like to get students involved in.”
Community Relations Director Kyrie
Doniz, ’23, shared her plans to connect students to local businesses to involve students
in the surrounding community.
“I hope to work on a college student discount and or promotions for businesses,”
Doniz said. “I think that would be a great

way for students to interact with other businesses. I want to bring in local restaurants to
campus. I also think bringing local representatives and figures to campus to speak about
what they do in the community, their jobs,
things like that are valuable.”
Director of Organizational Development
Crystal Hernandez, ’23, talked about the
need for ASG members to each represent
student affairs through events.
“If it is anything like the involvement fair,
you have a requirement to represent ASG in
those events,” Hernandez said.
ASG and the Major Events Committee
are planning to bring a concert to Allegheny
College this year. A major concert typically
occurs every two years. Bryce Vine headlined
the Major Concert in February 2020.
Vice President Sophie Adams, ’22, spoke

about the concert plans this year.
out a survey to determine the genre, we will
be good with budget,” Adams said “Who the
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artist is will not be disclosed until the concert
and it will be a surprise. We are looking forward to it.”
Vice President of Student Life and Dean
of Students and ASG advisor April Thompson concluded the meeting with a statement
about her role with ASG.
“My job here is to make sure that everybody follows the rules. You can change the
rules if you don’t like them, they are your
rules. You all are my priority this semester,”
Thompson said.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:41 p.m.
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Fidgeting, play and keeping the imagination young
By PEYTON BRITT
Opinion Editor
brittp@allegheny.edu

I spent a lot of time watching my oneyear-old niece this summer, during
which I estimate we watched "Lilo and
Stitch" no less than several dozen times.
There were a few other movies in the regular mix — "Frozen" and "Moana "were
also favorites — and later in the summer, we transitioned into "My Neighbor
Totoro", but Lilo truly dominated for a
fortnight or so. You know how kids latch
onto their favorite characters, television
shows, movies and games, how strongly
they can fixate on a single thing for sustained periods of time.
I remember being a child and being
perfectly entertained just “playing outside” for hours, but what was it I actually did with that time? It is almost as
though I don’t remember, but I know
that the reality is that I probably did a
number of things I would now find too
utterly mundane to recall specifically:
poking around in my backyard with a
stick, turning over rocks to see the bugs

hidden underneath, climbing the same
couple trees and so on.
There is something I have lost since
childhood, that keen youthful energy
that can keep a kid locked into the same
fantasy for days on end: imagination. A
child’s imagination is, in the most literal
sense of the word, wonderful. Perhaps
it is the sheer newness of the unfamiliar, broad world that places this filter of
wonderment across young minds, leaving them ample leg room for the imagination to stretch and fill in the blanks
in their knowledge of the world around
them. I like to think I still make good
use of my imagination, but it seems that
childhood is a special period during
which these creative faculties are at their
peak in terms of entertainment value.
Anyway, I have always enjoyed hanging out with children because I like their
games. I babysat a bit in high school and
as I mentioned, I now have a darling
one-year-old niece. I find it so refreshing to take a break from my usual way
of thinking about the world and play
like a kid again. It seems that there are a

Perhaps it is the sheer newness of the unfamiliar, broad world
that places this filter of wonderment across young minds,
leaving them ample leg room for the imagination to stretch
and fill in the blanks in their knowledge of the world around
them.”
—PEYTON BRITT
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lot of activities geared towards children
that are centered on tactile engagement,
like finger painting, sculpting with
playdough, making sandcastles or mud
cakes. These hands-on activities are very
appealing to me; I like to keep my hands
busy and have a hard time sitting still if
they are not.
There is something to be said for the
virtue of fiddling. I like to fiddle and
twiddle with things: zippers, pen clickers, buttons, knobs and the likes intrigue
me. I itch to fidget. I know this tendency
can be annoying, but I also don’t think
there is anything wrong with it. There
are plenty others like me: people with
antsy hands, people who get bored easily, impatient people, subconscious fiddlers, anxious twiddlers, people who
could really jive with some playdough
or fingerpaint.
Finger painting is of particular interest to me because, despite all instincts
and sensory faculties telling me not to
do so, I really want to eat paint. Something about it entices me — it is like a
forbidden yogurt that taunts me. Thus
finger painting is the next closest thing
to my dream: if I really should not eat
acrylic and chemical glop, then I will get
by sloshing it about on paper with my
bare hands like an animal.
Furthermore, when I finger paint,
I just want to play with the paint. The
physical experience is my sole interest,
and so I do not care about the result. I
have made many awful finger paintings
in my adult life for no reason other than
for the therapeutic value of making a
colorful mess. This approach — one
which I am inclined to believe that most
younger children share — makes me feel
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One of Peyton's finger-painted masterpieces
more human, more like the bipedal, sentient mammal with a penchant for creation that I am, that we all are.
Touch is a crucial means by which
babies learn and orient themselves in
the world around them. The tactile experiences different objects give us are
essential elements of what associations
we form, how we identify things and
how we describe the material world.
Without making contact with the many
substances that make up our world, we

could have no sense of what it means to
be fuzzy, sticky, silky, granular and so
on. We could grasp the concept of what
characteristics determine an object’s
texture and appearance, but the subjective emotional phenomena that occur alongside the sensation itself would
remain elusive, never to be terribly
well-captured by words and sentences.
Think of how our literature would suffer
had we never acquired the visceral vocabulary of feel.

Marvel Studios’ 'Loki': an analysis of what it means to be free
By KALEIGH WHITE

and ultimately caught in Stuttgart, he

the idea of the Time Variance Author-

the chance to be king of Jotunheim,

Opinion Editor

elaborates on his ideas of freedom and

ity and He Who Remains controlling

which was in fact his birthright. He in-

whitek2@allegheny.edu

submission.

the flow of time? Where lies the differ-

stead had to watch as Thor was given

After demanding the crowd kneel

ence between Loki believing humans

the opportunity to rule as Loki so des-

to him, Loki says, “Is this not simpler?

will not know peace until they let go of

perately wanted to so he could prove

Is this not your natural state? It’s the

their freedom, and He Who Remains

he was worthy and live out his glorious

unspoken truth of humanity that you

creating the TVA to uphold the Sacred

purpose.

crave subjugation. The bright lure of

Timeline to prevent a multidimensional

With Loki as ruler of Earth, the peo-

freedom diminishes your life’s joy in a

war? Loki cries out that it is not fair for

ple could likely still have jobs and con-

mad scramble for power, for identity.

his fate to be decided by someone else,

tribute to society in a similar way to how

try so strongly rooted in nationalism,

You were made to be ruled. In the end,

but is that not the same as him wanting

they were before, but Loki would be in

“freedom” is quite often thrown around

you will always kneel.”

to control humanity and take away their

charge overall. In Loki’s version of free-

The Loki we see in the “Loki” TV

own freedoms? The answer I think lies

dom, everyone follows the same regime

show is the same one we see defeated

in the way that freedom is defined by his

while still being able to control their

in “The Avengers.” The events of “The

own standards.

own fate (within reason, of course).

The word “freedom” is one that we are
often fed from the time we are born.
With it, one usually refers to the way we
live our lives — freedom to do what we

Especially living in a country
so strongly rooted in
nationalism, 'freedom' is quite
often thrown around willynilly without much thought
to what it really means.”

want, with whom we want and how we

—KALEIGH WHITE

want to do it. Especially living in a coun-

willy-nilly without much thought to
what it really means. Are any of us truly free? If we were, would the world be
more chaotic than it currently is? What
would we do if we found out we were
not really free? This idea of freedom has
been burning in my mind since watching Marvel Studios’ “Loki.” That, and
whether or not Loki and Sylvie is incest
or just extreme narcissism.
“Loki” is Marvel’s latest live-action
television series in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. After “Falcon and the Winter Soldier” dove deep into the ideas of
world borders, ends that justify means
and what it really means to be an Amer-

Class of 2022

simply want to be able to see the credits roll and be content with the journey
it took me on. “Loki” did not do that
after my initial watch; the TVA resets,
the multiverse is broken, and the whole
journey was for naught.
After it ended, I had not given it
much thought. In fact, I did not return
to thinking about it at all until weeks after when I started rewatching some of
my favorite Marvel movies. Whenever I
start a new rewatch, I usually start with
“Captain America: The First Avenger”
and continue in canonical chronological order. I may be written off as a Mar-

ican, I expected “Loki” to be interesting

vel simp, and that may be, but I overall

partially because I am always wanting

enjoy the complex storylines that are

more content from the god of mischief,

woven throughout the MCU. Sue me.

Avengers” seemingly take place over the

As for the flow of time being com-

course of a few days, certainly no more

pletely controlled by He Who Remains,

than a week. In “Avengers: Endgame,”

Loki’s biggest issue with it is that his

we see the recently-defeated Loki steal
the Tesseract and disappear with it, at
which point we get into the action of
Marvel Studios’ “Loki.”
Throughout a large portion of the
show, Loki makes it relatively clear that

Where does our own
freedom come from? ... Or are
we all, when it boils down to
it, under the relentless control
of someone else?”
—KALEIGH WHITE
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own fate is sealed in stone. He was
meant to be a side character in everyone else’s story, to help them achieve
greatness only for him to ultimately die.
Loki could not and would not accept
that he was meant for anything less than

he wants to overthrow the TVA, as he

the glorious purpose he has been trying

thinks that they must be the ultimate au-

to fulfill his entire life. More than that,

thority in the universe. However, when

I think, while Loki did obviously want

he and Sylvie reach He Who Remains

to rule over humanity, he did not want

at the end of all time, they are given a

The way Loki viewed the freedom

to do so in a way that made anyone feel

choice. They can walk away, accept that

provided by the TVA and the freedom

the way he did. He wanted humanity to

He Who Remains will continue to con-

he wanted to impose on the people of

have personal liberty without having to

trol the Sacred Timeline and Loki and

Earth are different in a few ways. The

worry about seeking out power and total control.

but also because I had hoped for an in-

On this particular rewatch, howev-

teresting commentary on the passage of

er, I decided to start with the original

Sylvie can forget they ever knew about it

obvious one of course is that his free-

time.

Avengers movie. In this movie, Loki

and live happily together. Or, they could

dom is right, and the TVA’s is wrong.

The parallels to be drawn are as

What I had not planned on was

is the main antagonist as he travels to

kill He Who Remains and rule over the

On a deeper level, Loki has no issue

endless as the multiverse: where does

feeling absolutely nothing when Loki

Earth where he believes he is meant to

timeline by themselves. They face each

with his idea of freedom because it

our own freedom come from? Is it as

ended. I had the same issue when I first

rule over humanity. About seven min-

other in a standoff, as Loki implies he

seemingly still left people with personal

artificial as Loki’s definition, where we

watched “Infinity War” — the ending

utes into the movie, Loki states his in-

wants to forget about the TVA and be

liberty; meaning, they were free to live

have personal liberties but no room

made the whole journey feel like it was

tentions.

with Sylvie, she in turn insists that He

however they wanted, so long as they

for growth? Or are we all, when it boils

Who Remains has ruined her life and

did so with the understanding that Loki

down to it, under the relentless control

must be stopped.

was in charge of them all.

of someone else? These ideas of the ar-

not worth it. When characters that gave

“I come with glad tidings of a world

everything they had fighting the over-

made free,” Loki says. Nick Fury asks

arching villain of the entire series up to

him from what they would be free, to

I said all that to say this: why did

Throughout his odd life, Loki was

tificiality of freedom have been on my

that point were inevitably snapped away,

which Loki replies, “Freedom. Freedom

Loki, at the beginning of that week,

often left without the ability to make a

mind for a few weeks now, and I hope to

I was not sad as many people were. I was

is life’s great lie. Once you accept that, in

believe that the freedom of humans

choice. He did not have a say in being

hear from readers what their views are

angry. I do not always want an expected

your heart, you will know peace.” Later

on Earth was his to control, and at the

taken away from Jotunheim the frost

on the “freedoms” we see discussed in

“happy ending” where the hero wins; I

in the movie, when Loki is confronted

end of that week become outraged at

giants and made prince. He did not get

the MCU.
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U.S. pulls out of Afghanistan, Taliban takes charge
By GABRIELLA BRADY
Science/International Editor
bradyg@allegheny.edu

In mid-August 2021, the
Taliban took control of the
country of Afghanistan in

were perceived in the country.

Back in 2001, the U.S.

“It’s time to end America’s

Men were required to grow

troops successfully removed

longest war,” President Biden

the Taliban from power.

said.

out their beards, and women

Province, also known as

stroyed.”

ISIS-K, claimed responsibil-

According to USA Today,

Since

Aug.

14,

nearly

were expected to wear burkas.

On October 7, 2001, the

These beliefs continued

Taliban regime collapsed fol-

105,000 people have been

lowing a U.S. military coali-

evacuated from Afghanistan.

to spread throughout oth-

city of Kabul would be de-

a much shorter time period

on Aug. 15, the Taliban took
over control of Kabul.
the city, thousands of Afghan

that was meant to target a sus-

in Kabul, Afghanistan in

ment.

hopes to flee the country.

The Taliban emerged in

So desperate to get out of

northern Pakistan in the early

the country, some of these in-

1990s in response to the with-

dividuals clung to the side of a

drawal of Soviet troops from

U.S. military jet as it took off.

Afghanistan. By 1998, the

To disperse the crowds at

Taliban had control of nearly

the airport, U.S. troops used

90% of the country.

helicopters and fired warning

According to BBC, the
organization was established
to restore peace and security
to the country, as well as enforcing their own version of
Islamic law once they were in
power.
At first, the idea of their
influence was widely accepted by Afghans, but soon became threatening when they
introduced punishments that
aligned with their interpretation of Sharia Law. Some of
the punishments included in
their regime were public executions for murderers and
adulterers, and amputations
for those who were found
guilty of theft.
Additionally, the same ar-

shots in the air. In the chaMap courtesy of The New York TImes

These maps display the increase in Taliban control among regions of Afghanistan
from May 5 to Aug. 14.
er regions of daily life in the
country, including entertainment and education. Television, music and cinema were
banned. The Taliban also disapproved of education given
to girls aged 10 and over.
As a response to the threat
of terrorism in Afghanistan,
the United States invaded
Afghanistan to ensure that
terrorist organizations, such
as Al Qaeda and the Taliban
were not able to make Afghanistan their safe haven.
Between the years 1999
2021,

United

States

os, as least seven individuals
died.
On Aug. 26, two explo-

At first, US intelligence ana-

sions went off in Kabul. A sui-

Despite this collapse, the

lysts predicted that it would

cide bomb attack took place

Taliban continued to gain

take several weeks before Af-

at the Hamid Karzai Interna-

new members and built up

ghanistan’s civilian govern-

tional Airport’s Abbey Gate,

their influence throughout

ment in the capital fell to the

following an assault by gun-

the Middle East.

Taliban.

men, and another attack took

tion.

After a string of attacks by

In reality, a majority of the

the Taliban between the years

country fell to the Taliban in

of 2012 and 2016, the U.S.

just a few days.

sought out a peace deal with
the Taliban in 2020.
Following this agreement,
current President Joe Biden

at the airport, the U.S. government carried out an airstrike

Karzai International Airport

by the United States govern-

In retaliation to the attack

As the Taliban took over
citizens rushed to the Hamid

than originally anticipated

ity.

place at a hosptial outside the
airport
As a result of the bomb-

As the Taliban neared Ka-

ing, 13 U.S. military mem-

bul, the capital of the coun-

bers were killed and 18 were

try, Afghan President Ashraf

injured. Additionally, 90 Af-

Ghani fled the country.

ghans were also killed in the
explosion.

pected ISIS-K suicide bomber
on Aug. 29.
The U.S. military acknowledged that there were civilian
casualties as a result.
Afghans living in the Khaje Bughra neighborhood in
Kabul, who were witnesses
to the attack, said that several
people were killed.
According to MSNBC, Bill
Urban, a CENTCOM spokesperson and the navy captain
made a statement on this airstrike.
“We are confident we successfully hit the target,” Urban
said.
Urban continued to speak
about the civilian casualties
that resulted from the attack,
as well.
“We know that there were
substantial and powerful subsequent explosions resulting
from the destruction of the
vehicle, indicating a large
amount of explosive material

announced in April 2021 that

Once in a safe location

all American forces would be

outside of Afghanistan, the

Aug. 26 was labeled the,

inside that may have caused

withdrawn from the country

Afghan President spoke on

“deadliest day for American

additional casualties,” stat-

before Sept. 11, 2021, the 20th

the issue.

combat troops in Afghani-

ed Captain Bill Urban, the

stan in a decade,” according

spokesman for the US Central

to Vox.

Command. “It is unclear what

ticle addressed gender stan-

and

dards in Afghanistan. The

troops remained stationed in

In a press conference on

if he did not leave the coun-

Taliban’s beliefs spread to the

Afghanistan to fight the war

April 14, 2021, President

try, then, “countless patriots

Following the attack, the

way that men and women

on terror.

Biden addressed this issue.

would be martyred and the

Islamic State in Khorasan

He started to believe that

anniversary of 9/11.

may have happened, and we
are investigating further.”

7.2 earthquake strikes Haiti, kills at least 2,200
By GABRIELLA BRADY

million people were exposed

According to the agency,

nience in a news conference

Science/International Editor

to very strong or severe shak-

12,268 people were injured

following the earthquake and

bradyg@allegheny.edu

ing levels.

by the earthquake. 40% of the

declared a state of emergency.

This earthquake comes a

1.6 million people, who live in

“When it comes to medical

little over a month since the

the impacted regions, are in

needs, this is our biggest ur-

July 7 assassination of Presi-

desperate need for emergency

gency,” Henry said. “We have

dent Jovenel Moïse and two

humanitarian assistance.

started to send medications

In late August, a 7.2 magintude earthquake struck 77
miles west of Haiti’s capital,
Port-Au-Prince, and just over
eight miles south-southeast
of Petit Troup de Nippes,
on the Enriquillo-Plantain
Garden Fault Zone. Some
of the cities impacted by the
earthquake were Rampe,
Fleurant, Camp-Perrin and
Les Cayes.
The earthquake was felt
across Hispaniola and the islands of Jamaica, Cuba and
Puerto Rico, according to Reuters.
According to the U.S. Geological Survey, more than 1

months after the escalation in

Jean-Wickens Merone, a

gang violence that affected 1.5

spokesman with World Vi-

million people, displacing at

sion Haiti made a statement

least 19,000 in the metropoli-

that was published in NPR.

tan area of Port-au-Prince.

“We’re

concerned

that

As a result of the increase

this earthquake is just one

in gang activity and the im-

more crisis on top of what the

pact of natural disasters, 4.4

country is already facing —

million people, or 46% of the

including the worsening po-

Haitian population face acute

litical stalemate after the pres-

food insecurity.

ident’s assassination, COVID

The Civil Protection Agency in Haiti stated that the
death toll from the earthquake was 2,207.

and food insecurity,” Merone
stated.
Prime Minister Ariel Henry spoke about this inconve-

and medical personnel to the
facilities that are affected. For

Spokesman,
World Vision Haiti

special care, we have evacuated a certain number of them,
and we will evacuate some
more today and tomorrow.”
Since this region of Haiti
is so impoverished, response
efforts are hindered. The hospitals that are accepting individuals affected by the earthquake are filled with patients,
including the Hospital Saint
Antoine in the southern city
of Jeremie.
coming in — a lot of people,”
a hospital administrator said.
“We don’t have enough supplies.”
Because of the lack of
room in the hospital, tents
have been set up in the courtyard outside of the hospital.
Following the earthquake,

However, it was report-

ing the earthquake digging

ed that the 2021 earthquake

through the rubble for loved

was two times more powerful

ones, searching for missing

than the one that took place in

belongings and hunting for

2010.

shelter after entire towns had

Nearly 53,000 homes were
destroyed and more than
77,000 others sustained damage.
Most of the multi-family
or commercial buildings are
concrete construction that
are not designed to endure
powerful earthquakes. In fact,
82% of single-family homes
are made of materials such as
sheet metal roofs, with walls
of brick, concrete or stone.
Because of this, the buildings in Haiti are incredibly
vulnerable

to

devastation

from strong earthquakes.

initial damage reports sug-

In response to the earth-

gested that the damage in the

quake, American Red Cross

capital of the country was not

spokeswoman, Katie Wilkes

as devastating as was seen in

made a statement.

the earthquake in 2010.
The
Photo courtesy of European Commission / Wikimedia Commons

—JEAN-WICKENS MERONE

the people who need urgent

“There are a lot of people

Last week’s earthquake in Haiti registered a 7.2 on the Richter scale. The quake
occurred 77 miles west of Port-Au-Prince.

We’re concerned that this earthquake is just one
more crisis on top of what the country is already
facing — including the worsening political
stalemate after the president’s assassination,
COVID and food insecurity.”

2010

earthquake

“There are reports of significant damage to homes,

killed approximately 200,000-

roads

300,000 people, striking only

Wilkes said.

15 miles west of Port-auPrince.

and

infrastructure,”

Thousands of Haitian citizens spent the days follow-

been destroyed by the quake.
But support is coming
from other countries, including the United States.
In a press conference, U.S.
President Joe Biden stated
that he was “saddened by the
devastating earthquake that
occurred in Saint-Louis du
Sud Haiti, this morning.”
“We send our deepest condolences to all those who lost
a loved one or saw their homes
and businesses destroyed,” the
President continued, “I have
authorized an immediate U.S.
response and named United
States Agency for International Development Administrator Samantha Power as the
senior U.S. official to coordinate this effort.
Countries in South America, including Argentina, Peru,
Ecuador and Venezuela also
sent their aid to the country.
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Wizards among muggles

Comedy Column
And then there
were three?

A ‘wand-er-ful’ exploration of Dumbledore’s Army
By MO MANSOUR
Features Editor

By ROMAN HLADIO

point out visual similarities

manour01@allegheny.edu

Editor-in-Chief

between the fetus in the pro-

parishm@allegheny.edu

motional image and the H.

Harry Potter is the best selling book

P. Lovecraft monster Cthul-

series in history, and if you were a kid

By ANNALIESE STONE

during the late nineties and early aughts

hu. To be fair, if Lovecraft

Web Manager

then you were probably a fan, or at the

had seen the poorly rendered

stonea@allegheny.edu

CGI fetus he probably would

very least aware of the the book series, its

have thought it was one of his

movie franchise and the billions of dol-

By KATE FOLKENROTH

lars worth of merchandise that the popu-

monsters too.

Contributing Writer

larity of the series generated.

The

folkenrothk@allegheny.edu

While that popularity might have died
down in recent years, it certainly has not
tence of organizations like Allegheny’s

tor and junior senator for the

Dumbledore’s Army.

state of Kentucky, has been
challenging the word of Dr.

D.A. took their name from the organization of rebel Hogwarts students that
was introduced in the fifth Harry Potter
book, “Harry Potter and the Order of the

Anthony Fauci and the CDC
Photo courtesy of Kaleigh White

Julia Davis, ’24, (left), and Mattithia Burtt, ’24, (right) challenge one another
during a Quidditch match.

Phoenix.” The club — while having the

since the beginning of the
pandemic. Paul has recently
been spouting ivermectin

Harry Potter series as a point of origin

— a large animal dewormer,

and frequent reference — is by design a
club without many borders or bound-

which is used on humans in

aries; they are very accepting with the

very select cases — as a cure

meetings of the club being very flexible

for COVID-19. This begs the

in terms of content, with the only main-

question: if 200 mg of iver-

stay being a robust sense of humor and a

mectin is the recommended

sense of camaraderie between the mem-

dose for cows, how many

bers.

cows make up a Rand Paul?

In fact, while the club is based around

James Cordon, Billy Por-

the Harry Potter series, it does not de-

ter, Idina Menzel and Camila

mand a wholesale incorporation of the
series and its lore into every facet of it,

Cabello — all cast members of

with meetings, activities and events being

Amazon’s upcoming ‘Cinder-

so unrestricted and uninhibited that the

ella’ — were recorded block-

members of the organization internally

ing out and dancing in a Los

dubbed themselves “The Chaos Club.”

Angeles intersection on Aug.

While the impetus of the club is the

27. The internet collectively

Harry Potter franchise the members of

sighed at the event, with a ma-

the club have unanimously made it very

jority of twitter users taking

clear that while they are fond of the series
they are not in support of the creator of

the opportunity to flame the

the books, J.K. Rowling.

actors. Just another example

“F*** J.K. Rowling,” Kai Maries ’23,
said. President Emily Wilson, ’22, agreed,
noting that Rowling’s attitude towards
transgender individuals was cited as the
primary reason for the club’s disdain.
“We dislike her strongly,” Wilson said.
D.A. used to be closely tied with other Allegheny organizations including
the Legion of Allegheny Gamers and
the Allegheny Role-Playing and Gaming
Organization. The high rate of overlap
between the clubs in terms of membership as well as activities and events led to
members referring to the three clubs as
“different genres of nerds.”
Over time, this relationship has deteriorated due in part to a breakdown
in communication between the organizations, as well as time and space contributing to a schism between the clubs.
The final separation occurred when
there was an event held to raise money
for The American Cancer Society since

With COVID and everything
being so serious, it was nice
to be able to come and have
a group of friends to hang
out with even if we had to be
super socially-distant.”
—JULIA DAVIS

Class of 2024

Photo courtesy of Kaleigh White

Julia Davis, ’24, throws a ball as an opponent tries to block it.
an Allegheny alumni who passed away

to be able to come and have a group of

from cancer was a member of all three

friends to hang out with even if we had

clubs. D.A. agreed to work with LAG and

to be super socially distant.”

COVID-19

vaccine has received a new

Rand Paul, a trained eye doc-

disappeared as evidenced by the exis-

Pfizer

of an out-of-touch elite class

name to go with it’s FDA approval for use in individuals 16 years and older. Their
choice? Comirnaty — pronounced koe-mir’na-tee — is
a combination of the words
COVID-19, community, immunity and mRNA. Considering how hard it is to understand people when Zoom
buffers, the name makes more
sense. However, if I’m going
to have to say Comirnaty out
loud to other people I’m putting myself back into quarantine.
Amazon’s former CEO and
everyone’s favorite multi-billionaire Jeffrey Bezos has
taken to filing complaints
and attempting to sue NASA
after losing an awarded contract with the agency. Fellow
multi-billionaire and CEO of
SpaceX Elon Musk was the
winner of NASA’s $2.9 billion
contract, much to Bezos’s dismay. The two have been fighting it out in the courtroom
and on twitter, as Musk tweet-

within the American exper-

ed on Aug. 27: “Turns out Be-

iment. Is the UK sure they

sos retired in order to pursue

don’t want James back?

a full-time job filing lawsuits

ARGO to coordinate and plan the event

COVID-19 also made playing Quid-

Laura Beloff, artist and

against SpaceX.” Musk’s net

but the event ended up being totally or-

ditch every Friday, a club staple, much

associate professor at Aalto

worth totals enough money

ganized by Dumbledore’s Army with the

more difficult. Quidditch is the fictional

University in Finland, may

other two clubs showing up an hour late,

sport from Harry Potter, played on magic

that over 120,000 American

have discovered a new object

according to Wilson.

flying brooms in the books and movies

households would never have

of scientific research when

to work again, and Bezos

she noticed that a plant in her

could cover over 130,000. If it

office made a quiet clicking

were up to me, I’d send them

noise as she sat there alone,

both into space. And maybe
just leave them there.

This resulted in a decreased member-

but takes a more terrestrial form here in

ship for the D.A. which was only com-

the real world. According to Davis, DA

pounded by the conditions of the pan-

is always looking for and welcoming new

demic.

players.

“(The pandemic year) was rough; we

The club activities are typically cen-

but would stop when some-

barely had enough members at the end of

tered around the Harry Potter world and

one else walked in. Although

On Aug. 26, Kijon Griffin

the year to make a board … it was hard to

mythos, with the first meeting activity

researchers have proven that

of Atlanta, GA stole a mor-

get new people, hard to retain members,”

was the creation of a Marauder’s Map

sound can affect the ways

Wilson said.

— a magic map from Harry Potter. The

tuary van from a crematory

plants grow and produce, it

parking lot while fleeing po-

is still speculated whether or

lice. Though the back of the

not they can audibly commu-

van was open, police didn’t

She explained that the club worked

activity was to label on a map of campus

better in person, and with last year’s

where one would spend their time, by

emphasis on remote options, it was dif-

the hour on a Monday. Maps would then

ficult to cultivate the same “atmosphere

be swapped with one another so people

nicate or are sentient. Some

expect a gurney to roll out,

of enjoyment” — according to Mattithia

could guess whose map was whose. How-

might say Beloff spent enough

let alone with a body still

Burtt, ’24,— in that virtual space.

ever, the activity would be punctuated by

time touching grass. I think

onboard. Griffin was able

Quidditch Captain Julia Davis, ’24,

brief periods of banter among the group

she might have touched too

to escape and is still at large

who joined Dumbledore’s army in the

of any sort, from completely unrelated

middle of the pandemic year, enjoyed

topics like Jim Carrey in the live action

much of that “special grass.”

despite crashing the van into

D.A.’s activities despite the pandemic’s

Grinch movie to “Sexy Dumbledore.”

restrictions on socialization.

The club values inclusivity as Maries

Texas

pro-life

group

multiple vehicles and blowing

live-action tweeted an com-

a tire. Not only did he shake

puter generated image of a

the cops but he also shook off

“This club is where I had the most fun

noted that one does not even need to be

last semester, especially with everything

a fan of Harry Potter to join the club, of

fetus on Aug. 31 in support of

some deadweight in his es-

going on,” Davis said. “With COVID and

course it does not hurt to be familiar with

the anti-abortion senate bill

cape. I expect the same theat-

everything being so serious, it was nice

the franchise.

8. Twitter users were quick to

rics at my funeral.
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Crawford County Fair resumes after pandemic hiatus
By JORDAN GREYNOLDS
Features Editor
greynoldsj@allegheny.edu

On the way into the Crawford
County Fair, it becomes evident
who the regulars are as opposed to
the newcomers. After a trip down
a makeshift one way road and
guidance from a high schooler with
a neon glow stick in the parking lot,
you will find yourself parked next
to anything from a Chrysler 300
to a Ford F-150 in an increasingly
muddy parking lot.
Unlike most years where the fair
occurs before move-in, this year’s
fair occurred just as students were
returning to campus.
With a barn full of rabbits for sale
to the right and the town-favorite
dime toss game to the left, it might
immediately be tempting to make a
dent in the stack of cash brought for

the evening. But with fried foods galore, a wise fair attendee will be patient and save a few dime tosses for
when they are leaving.
“My favorite games are winning
a goldfish by tossing ping pong balls
into the fish bowls and the dime
toss,” Meadville native Bethany
Fields said. “My husband and I have
played both most every year and
always come home with a new fish
or many mismatched cups from the
dime toss!”
The dime toss is a game in which
participants pay one dollar for 10
dimes and then get a chance to
throw their dimes from behind the
stand into various cups, mugs and
shot glasses to win them.
While mugs for a dollar and funnel cake alone could make the trip
worth it, there are many other attractions and for lots of people the
county fair is a part of their child-
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A child rides a pony at the Crawford County Fair.

hood.
“My first ever concert I went to
was at the fair when I was probably
nine or 10 years old,” Fields said. “I
went with my sister and mom and
we saw the band Point of Grace. I
also remember going to the fair in
high school with my friends — typically we went for the food and social
aspect.”
After growing up in Meadville,
Fields made a short move north five
years ago to Cambridge Township
with her husband. She continues to
annually visit the fair that gave her
many fond childhood memories.
“I enjoy the Demolition Derby
and this year I saw the Drag Race,”
Fields said. “It’s really fun to root for
your fellow community members in
competition.”
Whether an attendee came for
the derby or the drag race, there was
extra time to visit the shops and tables this year with rides being ousted
from the lineup due to the pandemic.
Beneath the towering bleachers
there are shops and tables that one
may just glance at while passing by if
the weather is nice, or stop and stay
awhile if there happens to be a flash
rainstorm, as there was last Saturday,
Aug. 28.
Inside a small shop under the
bleachers are racks full of fired ceramic molds in need of painting
along with their creator, Patrick
Brown.
When asked how long he had
been working this gig, Brown provided a simple response: “Years.”
Brown has turned ceramic arts
into what he calls a “full-time hobby” rather than a job, a premise the
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A crowd stops to look at a rainbow at the Crawford County Fair.
fair sees no shortage of.
Just yards away from Brown’s
shop is a tent with all sorts of military-grade tactical bags and outerwear.
The tent is run by Tony and Nam
Masone, two avid hikers and campers.
“You’ve got to learn how to survive outdoors,” Mr. Masone said.
“The skills that it takes to survive
outdoors are something everyone
should have. Buy stuff and get the
f*** outside.”
Some may come to the fair to buy
a tactical vest and bag in preparation
for their next adventure, but for others the adventure is the fair itself.
“We watched one of our family
friends’ two kids show their steers
that they raised all year,” Fields said.

“They both won champion of
their class and the older one, Lyla,
won reserve champion of all the
classes. Their family camps at the fair
for the whole week each year and has
built a community around their fellow fair-goers.”
The fair is the talk of the town and
gives the community a sense of tradition.
“There are tons of families in the
area for which the fair is a yearly family tradition,” Fields said. “It’s always
been a fun social event that everyone
in the area talks about. During fair
week, everyone has some general
topic of conversation to share and it’s
a fun community feeling to always
have a common conversation starter
and it’s great that people of all ages
can share in the event.”

Taking the oath

Four students participate in ROTC contracting ceremony
By ROMAN HLADIO
Editor-in-Chief
hladior@allegheny.edu

SYDNEY EMERSON/THE CAMPUS

Lt. Colonel Krug, professor of military science at Edinboro University, swears in four
Allegheny students to the U.S. Army.

SYDNEY EMERSON/THE CAMPUS

The four cadets being sworn in during their contracting ceremony.
From left to right: Kyrie Miller, Conor Pickett, Ethan Junkin, Aaron Kosmach.

Four Allegheny students took
an Oath of Enlistment to the
U.S. Army on Aug. 27 in the
lobby of the Lawrence Lee
Pelletier Library. The cadets
— Conor Pickett, ’24; Aaron
Kosmach, ’25; Kyrie Miller,
’24; and Ethan Junkin, ’24 —
made up the largest contracting ceremony ever held at
Allegheny College according
to Lieutenant Colonel Krug,
professor of military science
at Edinboro University.
“Some of (the cadets) saw
this as an economic opportunity,” Krug said during the
ceremony. “Most all of them
said they wanted to serve and
to lead. They want to become
a better version of themselves
and part of something larger.”
Krug explained that the cadets have now made an eightyear commitment; that they
will serve four years active
duty and another four in the
inactive reserve.
Pickett explained that
the door to military life was
opened by his father, but he
never felt pressured to pursue
it.
“My dad was actually former army, but he never really
influenced my decision either
way,” Pickett said. “He said, ‘If
you want to do the military,
that’s great. If you don’t, that’s
great. It has to be up to you.’ ”
According to Pickett, the
military always interested
him, but he only began realizing all the benefits as he got
older.
“I’ve met some incredible,
high-caliber people in the

military, and I just learned
about the incredible leadership opportunities that were
available,” Pickett said. “Along
with that, I’ve found certain
ideals that I’m willing to fight
for, or at least be a part of a
fight for.”
Krug remarked that although part of what the cadets are seeking is betterment,
the recruits were held to high
standards to make it to this
point.
“They had to prove that
they were a very good student with great GPAs, great
SAT/ACT scores, an athlete
in high school and that they
had some leadership attributes, which means they were
members of their community
(and) growing up as a volunteer,” Krug said. “And so with
that, we take that all into consideration and we offer them a
scholarship.”
Allegheny’s Reserve Officers’ Training Corp program,
which was founded 10 years
ago, has only recently begun
growing according to Krug.
“It started with just one
person,” Krug said. “But what
we’re realizing is that there’s
more of a propensity to serve
at Allegheny than we originally thought. Now we have a
total of eight people contracted within the Allegheny student population. We have one
junior, three sophomores and
two (first-years).”
Tom Anderson, enrollment and scholarship officer
at Edinboro University, explained that at the time of creation, the Allegheny’s ROTC
program’s small size warranted its operating as a branch of
Edinboro’s. According to An-

derson, Allegheny students
who pursue ROTC opportunities dual-enroll at Edinboro,
where they supplement their
studies with about one ROTC
class per semester.
Although there are no
plans for the two programs to
separate, Anderson remarked
that the growing size warrants
the beginning of some independence.
“We’re going to try to teach
some classes down here,” Anderson said. “(We’ll) conduct
our morning physical training sessions with just the Allegheny students so they don’t
have to commute to Edinboro
as often. They still have to
(travel) several times a week,
but we’re trying to help that
logistic problem and make it
easier on the students.”
Anderson expressed gratitude toward the entire Allegheny community for fostering an environment where
recruits can thrive.
“The student population
here at Allegheny is fantastic,
very supportive,” Anderson
said. “I’m always impressed
with the caliber of students
that are here, and the faculty
and staff are just as supportive.”
Krug remarked that he is
excited to see how the new
cadets reap the benefits of
ROTC and their schooling.
“I say a lot about ROTC,”
Krug said. “It’s an economic
opportunity, it’s a leadership
opportunity, it’s guaranteed
employment afterwards and
lastly it’s a great resume builder. So whether these guys serve
four or 40 years, it doesn’t
matter either way. Their futures look very bright.”
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Allegheny College announces return to PAC in 2022
By JAKE PETTI
Sports Writer
pettij@allegheny.edu

Providing increasing
support for our
athletic teams at
away competitions
by bringing our
students and the local
community to cheer
them on.”

After 37 years as a founding
member of the North Coast
Athletic Conference, Allegheny
College has decided to return to
the Presidents’ Athletic Conference after leaving in 1984.
A statement from the college
noted the primary reason for this

—HILARY LINK

decision was the PAC’s commit-

President,
Allegheny College

ment to academic achievement
for their athletes.

“It also connects us with our

“Moving to the PAC gives

local community,” Link stated.

our student-athletes more lo-

“Providing increased support

cal visibility and support, more
time to spend on their studies

for our athletic teams at away

and co-curricular activities, and

competitions by bringing our

more opportunity to achieve

students and local community

success in the classroom and on
the field or court,” said Allegheny
College President Hillary Link.
The college hopes that this
move will reignite past rivalries,
as Allegheny was a member of
the Presidents’ Athletic Conference from 1958 until 1984.
Throughout its history as a
member of the PAC, Allegheny
earned over 45 team conference
championships, and five student-athletes won NCAA individual championships.
Nearly all Allegheny teams
will compete in the NCAC
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An Allegheny football game against Hiram College in the PAC from Oct. 5, 1983.
eny teams regularly scheduled

the sport.

to play their NCAC rivals located in western Ohio and Indiana.
The Gator Field Hockey however

games and regulated athletic

The shorter bus rides to and

cess. In the last 15 years, 12,246

schedules because of the pan-

playing the rivals,” said base-

PAC in the beginning of their

from games will allow athletes to

PAC athletes have achieved a 3.6

demic, some athletes will be

ball player Daniel Morgano, ’23.

seasons, however many Gator

be more physically prepared and

GPA or greater during their sea-

athletes have only seen NCAC

well rested, contributing to more

son of competition, placing them

joining the PAC with only one

“I’m just more fired up for those
games, it’s a different feeling

competition.

athletic success.

on the PAC academic honor roll.

when you are on the field.”
While this switch to the PAC
may be an adjustment for Allegheny teams, players seem
excited about the prospect of
building new rivals. Before the
COVID-19 pandemic, Allegh-

taking place on July 4, 2022. Be-

be the last time Allegheny is able

also committed to academic suc-

matchups with colleges from the

ic year, with the move officially

schools in the NCAC, this may

After two years of missed

“I’m definitely going to miss

throughout the 2021-22 academ-

cause of the distance from some

turn home.

members to cheer them on.”

I’m definitely going to
miss playing the rivals.
I’m just more fired up
for those games, it’s a
different feeling when
you’re on the field.”

will remain in the NCAC, as the

—DANIEL MORGANO

Class of 2023

PAC does not currently sponsor

The first year of the change

“The shorter road trips will

“Because we won’t be travel-

may be challenging, yet Allegh-

definitely be nice,” Morgano said.

ing as far, I think it will allow for

eny teams are excited to see how

“Being on the bus for two to three

more time to do school work,”

they match up against their soon-

hours before the game, there’s so

said volleyball player Cheyenne

to-be conference foes, as the first

much more to work out, more to

Wilson ’23. “And it will be nice

year will create an impression on

stretch, more to prepare and you

to not sit on a bus for hours on

the conference for years to come.

need to eat more food, so those

end.”

“I’m really excited to compete

changes will be nice.”

full season of NCAC experience,
so teams hope to capitalize on
this chance.
“There’s definitely going to
be some good games this year,”
Morgano said.
Until the 2022 school year,
Allegheny fans can see their

Another benefit for the more

Gators take the field or court

against new schools to see how

Beyond athletics, these short-

regional athletic schedule is the

we perform,” said swimmer Ar-

as members of the NCAC this

er travel times were a major fac-

prospect of improved support

iana Clark ’23. “And to see how

tor in this decision, as the college

for athletic teams at away games.

year. Football opens on Sept. 4 at

we can perform against them.”

hopes that athletes will be able

The college hopes that this will

to spend more time in the class-

help create a more positive and

room while in-season.

fun atmosphere for sporting

Beyond competition, each
school in the PAC is within a

1 p.m. on Frank B. Fuhrer field
against Thiel College. The men
and women’s tennis team along
with the men’s soccer team will

100-mile radius, while Alleghe-

While competing with closer

ny’s farthest NCAC opponent is

teams will allow for more time

In the statement from the col-

over 450 miles away. These trips

spent on academics for Allegh-

lege regarding the move, Pres-

Saturday, each sport taking on

require early departure times

eny student-athletes, the Pres-

ident Link spoke on this desire

Washington and Jefferson Col-

and late arrivals when teams re-

idents’ Athletic Conference is

for increased support for teams.

lege.

events at Allegheny.

also be at Robertson at 1 p.m. on

Volleyball team optimistic for season despite first game loss
Co-captain Olivia D’Andrea,

By CHELSEA DODSON

’22, agreed.

Contributing Writer
dodson01@allegheny.edu

Prior to Wednesday night, it had

ways picking each other up and
pushing each other to be better.”

“Our team chemistry is the

Each time a player switched

best that I’ve been on in years,”

from the court to the bench, ev-

D’Andrea said.

ery one of her fellow teammates

been 670 days since Allegheny’s

The opposing teams were

slapped her hand. This commit-

volleyball team had played a

closely matched. Rallys were long

ment to supporting each other

match.

lasting and fast, while hard shots

became crucial with the strug-

enthusiasm

were often countered. The last

gles that came with COVID-19.

shown by both the players and

set of the game was a close loss

“I love my team,” D’Andrea

the Allegheny fans filling the

for the Gators by three points.

said. “With the pandemic we’ve

stands, Allegheny Gators lost

During that set, the Gators

been through a lot of ups and

against the Westminster Col-

pushed through their exhaustion

downs and I think it just made it

and discouragement, yet played

stronger. We consider each oth-

their all, forcing the Titans to do

er family. And I think it shows

the same. Throughout the game

through on the court.”

Despite

the

lege Titans with a match score
of 3-1 (25-17, 15-25, 25-14, 2522). First years were not the only
athletes playing in this game
that were new to college athletics. Their sophomore teammates
were also experiencing their first
time on the college court.

—CHEYENNE WILSON , ’23
Captain,
Women’s Volleyball

not

having

While attitude can often have

and their plays were obvious-

the greatest impact on a player’s

ly strategic; they knew exactly

performance, how they react to a

where on the court their team-

mistake or how they are feeling

mates were at all times.

can influence what kind of im-

“They also give 150% effort in

For not having played,
they’re kicking butt.”

“For

the Gators often dove for balls,

played,

they’re kicking butt,” said Captain Cheyenne Wilson ’23.
Wilson also spoke well of the
team as a whole.
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Middle Hitter Dagney Javes, ’25, and Olivia D’Andrea, ’22, set up to return the ball to the
Titans.

pact they have on the game.

everything they do,” Head Coach

D’Andrea and Wilson said

Kelly Barzak said. “They are put-

they are looking forward to con-

ting in a ton of work in the off

tinuing their close-knit sports-

season and it’s really showing

manship through the rest of the

this year.”

season.

The team was supportive of

“Our ability to laugh at every-

one another during each point.

thing and anything (is our best

When they won the point, a se-

quality),” Wilson said. “Our abil-

ries of high-fives ensued, but

ity to laugh and be able to giggle

when the team lost a point, they

about things makes it a little bit

gathered for a quick huddle be-

easier to get through the hard

fore positioning themselves on

times and push through to be

the court. Wilson loved the feel-

better.”

ing of comradery with her team.

The next volleyball match

“I think we played well,” Wil-

“Even when we are down we

will be the Allegheny Gator In-

son said. I think we have a lot to

are still smiling at each other,”

vitational on Sept. 17 at 4 p.m.

prove and it’s just going to get

Wilson said. “No one ever really

against Hilbert College or 8 p.m.

better from here.”

gets mad at each other. We are al-

against Waynesburg University.
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Middle Hitter Dagney Javes, ’25, spikes the ball across the net at the Titans.

