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Allegheny students weigh in on 
the NCAA national championship 
match.
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SOLIDARITY WITH SURVIVORS

Students affiliated with Why Not Us, 
host a myriad of events during Sexual 
Assault Awareness Month. 
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PUTTING THE BAT IN BAT-MAN

Opinion Editor Kaleigh White, ’22, 
ponders whether the famed caped cru-
sader would be considered a furry.
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Green, 
Schultz-Ray 

win ASG 
election

By SAMI MIRZA
News Editor
mirza01@allegheny.edu

Veronica Green, ’23, was at the 
Grove City Outlet Mall on Sat-
urday afternoon when she got a 
phone call.

“When (Allegheny Student 
Government Attorney General) 
Jack Parker called me I was like, 
‘Oh, no, I’m gonna cry in the 
middle of Francesca’s,’” Green 
said. “It was kind of a shock, 
because I was around so many 
people it was like, ‘I don’t know 
how to respond right now.’”

Green told the friends she 
was with, and then called Rudra 
Schultz-Ray, ’23, who was on 
his way back to campus from a 
history department field trip in 
Pittsburgh.

“She texted me, and was like, 
‘I have something to tell you, 
can I call you?’ and I said, ‘No,’ 
and she called me anyways,” 
Schultz-Ray said. “I was on a 
bus with people, I didn’t feel 
like answering the phone with 
people all around me. Then, she 
called, and I hung up on her at 
first.  And then she called again, 
and I was like, ‘okay, what do 
you want,’ and she’s like, ‘we 
won,’ I’m like, ‘what?’”

Green and Schultz-Ray had 
won the 2022-23 ASG presi-
dency and vice presidency, re-
spectively. The ticket defeated 
Peter Alegre, ’23, and Kyrie 
Doniz, ’23, in the three-day 
online election, with polls run-
ning from 8 a.m. on March 30 
to 5 p.m. on April 1.

“I am, of course, disappoint-
ed for the loss for us, but I am 
close friends with other can-
didates, so I’m so happy for 
them,” Doniz said. “We do wish 
the candidates that did win the 
best success; we do believe that 
they have great things in store. 
That’s why that race was so 
close.”

According to ASG Parlia-
mentarian Rachael Harris, ’23, 
the election saw higher turnout 
than in previous years.

“I am so pleased with our 
voter turnout seeing that it 
hasn’t been this high in a very 
long time,” Harris said. “I’m 
very appreciative of everybody 
that came out to vote.”

A total of 411 votes were 
cast, with the Green-Schultz-
Ray ticket winning by a mar-
gin of five votes. Harris said 
that usually, the election sees 
around 300 voters, a threshold 
that was passed on March 31 
with around 24 hours to go. 

Chinese 
appeal 

rejected by 
trustees

By SAMI MIRZA
News Editor
mirza01@allegheny.edu

After two months of organiz-
ing, several public forums and 
a march to Bentley Hall, As-
sociate Professor of Chinese 
Xiaoling Shi’s appeal of her 
termination has been rejected, 
according to announcements 
made by Shi and students who 
supported her. News of the de-
cision was sent via email to Shi 
on the morning of March 30.

“I’m writing to inform you 
that your appeal to the Board 
of the decision to discontinue 
the Chinese Language Pro-
gram has been turned down,” 
Chair of the Board of Trust-
ees Mary “Missy” Feeley, ’78, 
wrote in the email provided to 
The Campus by Shi. “After giv-
ing due review of your appeal, 
as well as information relating 
to the College’s decision to 
discontinue the Chinese Lan-
guage Program, the Board has 
voted to uphold the decision 
made in February to discontin-
ue the Program.”

The news sent a shockwave 
through Shi’s supporters, in-
cluding Peter Alegre, ’23, pres-
ident of the Association for 
Asian and Asian-American 
Awareness and a leader of the 
students supporting the appeal. 

“(It was) nothing short of 
heartbreak,” Alegre said. “You 
know, you put a lot of time 
and effort into something and 
inevitably, you get incredibly 
invested even more so than 
when you started. It was some-
thing that I channeled a lot of 
my emotion, a lot of my anger 
into, and to see it end up the 
way that it did — quite uncer-
emoniously, in an email with 
no real explanation. I mean, it’s 
disappointing.”

Despite the outcome of the 
appeal, Alegre is still proud of 
the movement that has been 
built.

“A lot of times when I see a 
petition on campus, I’m like, 
‘what’s the point?’” Alegre said. 
“This (appeal) is something 
that really matters … that real-
ly had the energy and the emo-
tion and the coalition building 
behind it to really make some-
thing happen and there’s power 
in what we did. There’s power 
in marching through Bentley 
(Hall) and protesting in the 
(Henderson Campus Center) 
and (in) all the posts and talks 
and articles and interviews.”

JaDE raises nearly $3000 at benefit concert

New hires fill out roster of class deans
By HASSAN JAVED
News Editor

mirza01@allegheny.edu

Allegheny College President Hil-
ary Link’s restructuring plans 
are underway having introduced 
new administrative roles and new 
placements in existing positions.

The position of Class Dean is 
something not common to Al-
legheny and was first introduced 
last semester when the college 
hired Niki Fjeldal to take on the 
role of First-Year Class Dean and 
Director of Allegheny Bound 
Orientation. According to Dean 
for Student Success Ian Binning-
ton, the Office of Class Deans 
has been fully staffed for only six 
weeks.

“Fjeldal started in her role in 
July 2021,” Binnington said. “Al-
legheny subsequently hired a sec-
ond and third/fourth-year class 
dean, both (of whom) started in 
Feb. 2022.”

Amongst the staff are Fjeldal, 
Second-Year Class Dean and Di-
rector of Transfer Advising Amy 
Stearns, and Third and Fourth-
Year Class Dean Jonathan May.

Stearns described her role to 
be twofold.

“Firstly, my role is to provide 
second year students with re-
sources regarding anything from 
choosing a major or applying for 
internships,” Stearns said. “Sec-
ondly, I want to make sure that 
students who transfer to the col-

lege are clear about things such 
as credit transfers, Allegheny’s 
curriculum or even simply navi-
gating the campus.”

 One of the key elements of 
the second year experience is the 
process of declaring a major and 
a minor, according to Stearns. 
Her position is greatly entwined 
in this process, and Stearns espe-
cially noted the inaugural “Decla-
ration Day,” Friday, April 8.

“We are introducing a re-
curring event to celebrate the 
students who are declaring or 
have already declared their ma-
jor,” Stearns said. “Community 
members who work in different 
capacities within the college will 
also be present to offer students 
resources in various areas.”

Prior to joining Allegheny, 
Stearns was working as an aca-
demic advisor at George Wash-
ington University in Washington, 
D.C.

“During my role as an aca-
demic advisor, I was able to learn 
that oftentimes when a student’s 
academics are suffering, there is 
an external cause,” Stearns said. 
“I am hoping I can use my ex-
periences in higher education to 
provide support to students at 
Allegheny.”

May, on the other hand, was 
director of student services at 
Larkin University’s College of 
Pharmacy.

“I was able to work in a lot of 
different capacities during my 
previous role,” May said. “I gained 
experience in academic advising, 
residential advising and even ca-
reer advising which I hope to ap-
ply to my role at Allegheny.”

May expressed that his role 
entails varied responsibilities, as 
he believes that the third- and 
fourth-year experiences are vast-
ly different.

“In your junior year, you’re 
getting into the thick of your ma-
jor and taking more advanced 
courses,” May said. “Whereas in 
your senior year you are focused 
on finishing strong while consis-
tently planning for the future.”

May labeled junior year as 
a “forgotten and perhaps lone-
ly year,” as students are not ab-
sorbed in the excitement of first-
year orientation, declaring their 
major or graduation.

“I’m planning to work with a 
committee to introduce events 
and traditions unique to the ju-
nior year,” May said. “I don’t want 
students to forget their junior 
year because I recall that my own 
was a blur.”

On the other hand, May also 
outlined the nervousness with 
which many students enter their 
senior year.

“The uncertainty of life after 
graduation can be overwhelm-
ing and (can) create a lot of jit-
terbugs,” May said. “I’m here as 
an expert to present students 

with resources relevant to their 
situations.”

Binnington believes that it is 
important to offer ample support 
to senior students in finding their 
path after graduation. He also de-
scribed Allegheny’s alumni net-
work to be one of its most valu-
able resources.

“I believe that anyone who 
graduates from Allegheny and 
does not look back fondly, it is a 
true shame for both the individ-
ual and the college communi-
ty,” Binnington said. “Part of the 
institution’s vision is to ensure 
that Allegheny can offer enough 
support to its students so that 
they are compelled to give back 
after graduation even simply with 
their valuable time.”

Binnington has been at Al-
legheny for over 16 years and has 
served in a number of roles. Most 
recently, he served as the regis-
trar, however he left this position 
to fulfill the role of dean for stu-
dent success on Aug. 1, 2021.

“It’s not commonly known, but 
I’ve been in charge of overlooking 
the Learning Commons over the 
past five years,” Binnington said. 
“(President Hilary) Link’s re-
structuring plan required a more 
experienced understanding of 
the college’s academic composi-
tion in the area of student success 
so I shifted focus from my re-
sponsibilities as registrar to dean 
for student success.” 

SAMI MIRZA/THE CAMPUS
Lily Kons, ’25, Jillian Bradley, ’23, Delaney Kronheim, ’23, and Lirona Wainer-Yaffe, ’24, dance in “4AM,” a piece Kronheim 
choreographed. 

See UNJADED  page 2
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Binnington emphasized 
that in his role, his main focus 
is ensuring that students leave 
Allegheny with an enriching 
experience and are able to make 
most of the resources available 
to them.

“It is my job to make sure that 
all the different departments are 
collaborating together to present 
students with the best possible 
opportunities to nurture their 
college experience,” Binning-
ton said. “We now have experts 
working in roles to offer stu-
dents support in a number of 
ways throughout their years at 
Allegheny.”

Binnington clarified that his 
role as dean for student success 
should not be confused with the 
similar-sounding role of dean of 
students.

“The dean of students is re-
sponsible for residential life, 
sorority and fraternity life and 
student involvement,” Binning-
ton said.

Tevis Bryant was announced 
as the new vice president for stu-
dent life and dean of students on 
March 29.

Bryant was formerly the As-
sistant Dean of Institutional Di-
versity, a role he began in Sept. 
2021.

“In my previous role I was 
the bridge between Allegheny 
and Meadville in terms of their 
understanding of diversity and 
inclusion,” Bryant said. 

Now, Bryant will lead the 
Division of Student Life, which 
includes Community Standards 
and Wellness, the Counseling 
and Personal Development Cen-
ter, the Dean of Students Office, 
Public Safety, Residence Life and 
Student Leadership and Engage-
ment.

Bryant explained that he and 
Binnington work closely togeth-

er and meet weekly to discuss 
different approaches to student 
success from their different per-
spectives.

“(Binnington’s) role is more 
focused toward the academic 
side of student success,” Bryant 
said. “Whereas I overlook things 
such as community involvement 
and engagement, student extra-
curricular activities and campus 
life.”

According to Bryant, many 
factors contribute to student 
success.

“I just want to emphasize 
that academics are not the only 
determinant of student success,” 
Bryant said. “I have learned over 
the course of my career that fac-
tors such as what building you 
live in, what sorts of activities 
you are involved in and what 
sort of representation you see 
for your culture all contribute to 
your success.”

Bryant stated that students 
looking to get involved in activi-
ties across campus can visit  him 
for clarity and advice.

“My job is to present stu-
dents with the bigger picture of 
whatever it is they wish to get 
involved in,” Bryant said. “Part 
of my job is to present you with 
the pros and cons of a potential 
experience because everything 
has positive and negative conse-
quences.”

Bryant identified leadership 
programming as one of his goals 
for his new role.

“We’re currently in the pro-
cess of starting a chapter of the 
National Society of Leadership 
and Success at Allegheny,” Bry-
ant said. “NSLS will be available 
to students who are looking to 
build on their leadership skills 
in the upcoming fall semester.”

Bryant’s role focuses mainly 
on students’ needs, and he said 

that it is important for students 
to communicate their needs to 
his office.

“I just want the students to 
know that every single decision 
I make as an administrator is 
afforded by student opinions,” 
Bryant said. 

Bryant announced that the 
Division of Students will be cre-
ating a strategic plan over the 
summer under his leadership.

“The strategic plan will focus 
on core areas such as campus 
safety, improving the quality of 
dining services, improving the 
marketing of engagement op-
portunities and more.”

Bryant noted that students 
are often unaware of the various 
opportunities on campus.

“A lot happens on campus 
and is left unnoticed due to a 
lack of awareness,” Bryant. “We 
are planning to create a hub 
where students can find infor-
mation on all the different en-
gagement events on campus in 
one place.”

Binnington described the 
new deans as experts in their 
fields and the perfect fit for their 
roles and the vision he and the 
rest of the administration share 
regarding student success. Cre-
ating a structure where students 
are supported throughout their 
college experience and have 
expert opinions on different 
matters is elemental to Link’s re-
structuring plans, according to 
Binnington.

“We have seen top liberal 
arts colleges in the country like 
Williams (College) and Amherst 
(College) implement such struc-
tural systems and find real suc-
cess,” Binnington said. “(Link) is 
trying to focus on taking actions 
rather than simply sending mes-
sages about student success.”

DEANS from page 1

By SOFIA HASSAN

News Editor

hassan01@allegheny.edu

Allegheny Student Government 

has a new treasurer for the re-

mainder of the semester.

ASG’s weekly general assem-

bly began on Tuesday, April 6, at 

7:30 p.m. in room 301/302 of the 

Henderson Campus Center.

President Noah Tart, ’22, an-

nounced that Lucas Biniewski, 

’23, has stepped down from the 

position of ASG Treasurer. Oliv-

ia Brophy, President of the Class 

of 2023, agreed to fill this role. A 

motion to approve Brophy was 

passed.

Brophy thanked everyone for 

being patient with her as she got 

acclimated to her duties.

“I’m looking forward to work-

ing with (ASG Advisor Jennifer 

Foxman),” Brophy added. “We 

already have a meeting for the 

end of the week, so hopefully we 

… don’t miss a beat, and we can 

jump right back into it.”

Finance requests for the week 

totaled approximately $9,992: 

about $4,300 from the general 

fund; $1,200 from the surplus 

fund; $1,500 from the speaker 

fund; and $2,900 from the Cul-

ture, Inclusion, & Leadership 

Coalition Fund. A motion to ap-

prove these requests was passed.

Director of Diversity and In-

clusion Jennifer Peralta, ’22, an-

nounced a lip sync battle with the 

CILC organizations on Saturday, 

April 9, at 2:15 p.m. in the cam-

pus center.

Director of Communications 

and Press Ryder Sullivan, ’22, re-

ported that she would be sending 

out a Google Form later in the 

week regarding shirt sizes for 

student government t-shirts. She 

also mentioned that Why Not 

Us? would be hosting a self-de-

fense training class on Friday, 

April 8 at 6:15 p.m. in Montgom-

ery Hall.

Director of Sustainability 

and Environmental Affairs Andi 

Reiser, ’23, said that she is con-

sidering tabling the following 

week from April 13-15 for the 

menstrual cup giveaway and that 

she will soon be submitting the 

budget for her recreational green 

space project. 

Director of Community Rela-

tions Kyrié Doniz, ’23, revealed 

that the business of the week is 

the Kilted Kiln, a pottery store 

located at 882 Park Avenue Suite 

3.

“It’s a great place to explore 

your artistic creativity by paint-

ing on different things,” Doniz 

said. “They have … medallions, 

they have cups (and) they have 

plates.”

Director of Organization-

al Development Crystal Her-

nandez, ’23, directed members 

to signups for the ASG formal 

— which will take place on Sat-

urday, April 29, from 8-10 p.m. 

at the Italian Civic Club — and 

reminded everyone to send her 

their volunteer hours.

On behalf of the judiciary 

branch, Parliamentarian Rachael 

Harris, ’23, thanked everyone for 

voting in the presidential elec-

tion.

“As parliamentarian, it was 

really important to me to get stu-

dent engagement, specifically in 

the form of voting,” Harris said, 

“and it … meant a lot to me, real-

ly, to see one of the highest voter 

turnouts we’ve had in a very long 

time. I’m very impressed.”

Chief of Staff Genesis Pena, 

’22, announced that the first hint 

for the major concert would be 

released that evening on the @al-

leghenymec_ Instagram account.

With Brophy now director of 

the treasury, Bridgit Hayes, hith-

erto holding the position of vice 

president of the class of 2023, is 

now president.

Hayes and other members of 

her class’s cabinet reported two 

upcoming collaborative events: a 

dinner with the Islamic Cultural 

Association, and a condom give-

away with Why Not Us.

Tart swore in Elle Hudson, 

’23, a new senator for the class of 

2023.

President of the Class of 2025 

Abigail Estrada-Hernandez an-

nounced that a formal commit-

tee for the first-year formal had 

been created and encouraged 

everyone to attend GatorCon, 

which will take place Friday, 

April 15, from 5:30-8:30 p.m. in 

Shafer Auditorium.

Vice President Sophie Ad-

ams, ’22, described an incident 

that she had seen occur earlier 

that day. A parent of a student 

accosted Hayes and Peter Alegre, 

’23, outside the campus center 

as they were putting up green 

flags as part of Sexual Assault 

Awareness Month to represent 

how many students have been 

sexually assaulted on campus. 

This parent claimed that Hayes 

and Alegre were overstating the 

prevalance of sexual assault at 

Allegheny and said they knew of 

a student who had lied about be-

ing assaulted.

“That kind of behavior is un-

acceptable,” Adams said. “I’d like 

to think parents, of all people, 

would be a little more tolerant 

… it broke my heart to see it. I 

just want to say that ASG is a safe 

spot, and I hope that if some-

thing like that ever happens to 

any of you, that you can come 

talk to me, you can talk to anyone 

on cabinet, and that you feel like 

you can be yourself here.”

Tart said that the transition 

process for the new student gov-

ernment president and vice pres-

ident — Veronica Green, ’23, and 

Rudra Schultz-Ray, ’23, respec-

tively — will begin soon.

The assembly adjourned at 

7:51 p.m.

ASG appoints new treasurer

Yosi Zelalem, ’24, dances in the Ethiopian 
“eskista” style. Eskista dancing focuses on 
rolling and bouncing a dancer’s hips and 
shoulders. 

Tony Ennis, ’23, sings “Home,” by Phillip 
Phillips. Ennis was the only non-dance 
act in the program, also singing “One 
Call Away” by Charlie Puth and Avicii’s 
“Wake Me Up.”

JaDE dancers perform “Kill our way to Heaven,” a piece choreographed by Jenna Montele-
one, ’23, to the song of the same name by Michl. In the program Monteleone wrote, “My piece 
is a visualization of perfectionism through movement. Dancers are separated between sharp/
soft movements to show the push and pull of an internal battle that happens when striving for 
perfection.” 

Dancers go up on one foot during “4 AM,” choreographed by Delaney Kronheim, ’23, to the 
song of the same title by Bastille.

U nU n J a D E dd  
(Adj.): full of  enthusiasm, not tired or bored

By By  SAMI MIRZA SAMI MIRZA
News EditorNews Editor

mirza01mirza01@allegheny.edu@allegheny.edu

The opening number 
of the night, “Let’s 
Rock” choreographed 
by Emily Eshleman, 
’24, and Abby Wolff, 
’23, to Elvis Presley’s 
“Jailhouse Rock.” For 
the final number, “3 
Wishes,” athletes from 
the Crawford County 
Special Olympics per-
formed onstage along-
side JaDE dancers. The 
concert also included 
performances from the 
Patternson School of 
Ballet and Sovereign 
Ballet, dance schools 
located in Erie, PA.

MAYSTEARNSBRYANT
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ELECTION from page 1

Because most votes had al-
ready been cast by the time polls 
closed on Friday, April 1, Harris 
and Parker decided to announce 
the results earlier than expected.

“We were able to verify (the 
results) Friday night and an-
nounce them on Saturday,” Har-
ris said.

Despite the small separation 
between the candidates, Harris 
said that ASG’s election guide-
lines do not require a recount. 

“It was close the entire way,” 
Harris said. “I don’t believe 
there’s anything in our policy 
right now that would say five 
votes is a recount. There’s not a 
lot surrounding our election pol-
icies.”

However, Green wished the 
turnout — around 29.1% of the 
student body, according to the 
college’s demographic data — 
had been higher, and attributed 
it to what Schultz-Ray called the 
“disenfranchisement” of the stu-
dent body.

“I think it’s specifically the 
position that ASG put itself in 
over the past couple years, in 
creating this divide between the 
students and the student repre-
sentatives,” Green said. “I think 
the vibe on campus regarding 
voting was ‘why should we? … 
ASG is not going to do anything, 
so they can have all these great 
ideas, but they’re never going to 
get accomplished.’ I think (that) 
prior experience with represen-
tatives and presidents and vice 
presidents in ASG that has creat-
ed this stigma (among students) 
and it has discouraged a lot of 
people from what ASG can actu-
ally do.”

Getting rid of this stigma, 
Schultz-Ray said, starts with 
making their administration a 
productive one.

“(Flatly), we just need to get 
things done,” Schultz-Ray said. 
“We need to get important leg-
islation through (and) we need 

to follow through with our cam-
paign promises. We were care-
ful throughout campaigning to 
make promises and stuff that we 
can actually achieve.”

Schultz-Ray also said he 
hopes that by getting things done 
in their administration, he and 
Green can influence later admin-
istrations.

“It’s an idea of (changing) the 
culture of ASG, which is a long 
process,” Schultz-Ray said. “But 
if we start this habit of us being 
able to fulfill our promises, and 
us being able to achieve stuff that 
actually works well with the stu-
dent body (and that) the student 
body appreciates, then that will 
be some pretty big steps towards 
(changing the culture).”

One way the new administra-
tion intends to accomplish their 
goals is by getting one of their 
biggest priorities — an amend-
ment to the ASG Constitution 
requiring leadership training 
for ASG-recognized clubs — 
through the General Assembly 
by the end of this semester.

“We want to get leadership 
training legislation through be-
fore our term starts so we can 
actually have it happen at the 
start of next year,” Schultz-Ray 
said. “If we don’t, if we lay back 
and don’t have it written into the 
Constitution, then it’s not going 
to happen next year. And then 
things start to slow down. And 
that kind of already starts to be-
gin that whole problem again.”

Green also hopes to take care 
of initiatives that do not require 
administration approval by the 
end of the first half of the fall se-
mester, though Shultz-Ray noted 
that a formal timeline for when 
students can expect legislature is 
still in the works.

 As for tackling issues that do 
require cooperation with college 
leadership, Green plans on be-
ginning to write to administra-
tors over the summer “so that 

they can’t say we didn’t give them 
enough time.”

The administration-elect also 
says that they are developing 
tools for students to hold them 
accountable to their campaign 
promises, from being more ac-
tive on Instagram to incentiviz-
ing student attendance at ASG 
General Assemblies.

“I think the most effective 
(GAs) are when constituents 
are there and actively engaging 
with what we are doing and, in 
some instances, calling us out 
on stuff that we haven’t been 
doing,” Green said. “One thing 
that we definitely don’t want to 
do is become an administration 
that is intimidating to students. 
If you have a grievance with us, 
just come up and say it. We’re not 
going to take personal offense to 
it because if you say we haven’t 
done something, it’s very easy to 
figure out if we’ve done it or we 
didn’t do it.”

One way Schultz-Ray said he 
will try and encourage people 
to reach out to ASG is by being 
more proactive in engaging with 
constituents.

“I will be more than happy 
to continue talking to CILC or-
ganizations or any organizations 
like we were during campaigning 
and gathering up these responses 
and these criticisms they have,” 
Schultz-Ray said. “Expecting 
people to reach out to us always 
reduces interaction, but if we 
are interacting with people and 
reaching out to them, they’re 
much more likely to actually 
bring their grievances to us.”

The first big item on the ad-
ministration-elect’s agenda is 
to put out applications for the 
2022-23 cabinet. While Green 
said that ASG members were not 
discouraged from applying, her 
administration was looking for a 
wider swath of candidates.

“We are looking to have a cab-
inet that’s more representative of 

the student body and unique stu-
dent experiences, whether that 
be that you never had ASG expe-
rience before, but you have prov-
en leadership experience in other 
clubs, so you can prove compe-
tency within the cabinet,” Green 
said. “We’re looking for people 
who can go along with our ideas, 
but also are creative enough to 
come up with their own ideas, in 
addition to upholding the same 
standards that we have for our-
selves — transparency, being 
(held) accountable for what you 
say you’re going to do.”

They also noted that the 
Green-Schultz-Ray campaign 
staff — which Schultz-Ray de-
scribed as “filled with very com-
petent people” — would not au-
tomatically get cabinet positions 
for their work during the elec-
tion.

“That’s not going to be like 
a nepotism thing,” Schultz-Ray 
said. “Yes, (campaign staff can) 
apply, (they) go through the 
same criteria that everybody else 
does and if somebody (else) is 
more qualified and we feel like 
we can work better with them, 
then (the latter candidate) will 
probably get the position.”

Among the potential candi-
dates for cabinet are Alegre and 
Doniz themselves.

“I do want to be involved 
in ASG, so I do plan to apply,” 
Doniz said.

Alegre is not as sure if he will 
be a part of the cabinet, but still 
intends to be a community lead-
er.

“I’m always trying to talk to 
people, see how they are and — 
even if I’m not in ASG — getting 
a sense of how people are, what 
matters to them,”  Alegre said. 
“Just being a friendly face is an 
important part of building com-
munity.”

According to Provost and 
Dean of the College Ron Cole, 
’87, the Chinese language pro-
gram will still be in place until 
the academic year 2023-24 for 
students currently enrolled in 
the minor to complete their de-
gree.

“I’m working with the Chair 
of the Department of World 
Languages and Cultures to map 
out a teach out plan for students 
that have declared or may still 
be interested in the Chinese 
minor,” Cole said. “The prelim-
inary plan is that the teach-out 
plan will extend for the next 
three, possibly four semesters.”

Cole added that work on ad-
justing the curriculum will not 
be ending with the spring se-
mester.

“The work for changing or 
revising parts of the curriculum 
that happened in response to 
either the staffing plan, or the 
organization of academic pro-
grams, will continue through 
the fall of 2022,” Cole said. “Be-
cause there are teach-out plans, 
those courses that are delivered 
for affiliated programs will still 
be offered. So there’s not an im-
mediacy of having to come up 
with an answer right now for 
those affiliated programs.”

While the Chinese language 
minor will be undergoing a 
teachout process, the Chinese 
Studies minor — which focuses 
more on the politics and history 

of China than the language mi-
nor — is still in flux.

“There’s no decision yet on 
what the outcome of (the Chi-
nese Studies) minor is going to 
be,” Cole said. “There is the pos-
sibility that faculty connected 
to that minor could reimagine 
courses that would constitute 
the minor. I can imagine the 
faculty developing a plan for a 
broader minor in Asian Studies 
and connecting that with mul-
tiple areas of the curriculum. 
That might ultimately replace 
the minor in Chinese Studies, or 
maybe we could have them side 
by side.”

Among Shi’s supporters is the 
American Association of Uni-
versity Professors, a non-profit 
association of college faculty 
whose mission is to support aca-
demic freedom, promote shared 
governance, define best prac-
tices in higher education, and 
preserve the economic security 
of faculty and other educators in 
higher education. 

Associate Professor of Com-
munication Joe Tompkins, who 
serves as the president of the 
Allegheny chapter of the AAUP, 
advises the Provost and the Fac-
ulty Council on the association’s 
recommendations for best prac-
tices in creating college policy.

“From the perspective of the 
AAUP, the process that’s been 
developing throughout the year 
does not comport with AAUP 

recommendations and regula-
tions,” Tompkins said.

Both Allegheny’s Faculty 
Handbook and the AAUP define 
two situations in which a ten-
ured professor can be removed 
from their position: financial 
exigency and “educational rea-
sons” — essentially a faculty 
vote to discontinue a program.

Financial exigency is defined 
in the AAUP’s “Recommend-
ed Institutional Regulations on 
Academic Freedom and Ten-
ure” as “a severe financial crisis 
that fundamen tally compro-
mises the academic integrity of 
the institution as a whole and 
that cannot be alleviated by less 
drastic means.” In order to ter-
minate a tenured professor for 
financial reasons while follow-
ing the AAUP’s best practices, 
Tompkins said the school must 
declare financial exigency.

Faculty Council confirmed 
by email that the school did not 
declare financial exigency.

“When you declare financial 
exigency, if you’re following best 
practices, you also allow the fac-
ulty to kind of see the numbers 
to see all the books and come to 
their own conclusions and offer 
their own perspective on this,” 
Tompkins said. “The AAUP 
(also) recommends doing what-
ever you can to find whatever 
other alternative before you’re 
going to eliminate a tenured po-
sition.”

According to the AAUP, the 
only other reason a tenured pro-
fessor may be terminated under 
best practices is if the faculty 
votes to do so for “educational 
reasons,” which Tompkins em-
phasized also did not happen at 
Allegheny.

“If the faculty democratically 
decided that we need to review 
our curriculum, for whatev-
er reason — (maybe) we don’t 
think it’s consistent with our 
academic mission,” Tompkins 
said. “We could maybe vote to 
convene a taskforce like that to 
review the programs. That’s not 
what happened.”

However, when the Board 
of Trustees voted to eliminate 
the Chinese minor in February, 
they did not do so under any 
power described in the Faculty 
Handbook. Instead,  the Board 
was exercising its authority to 
“oversee and approve the educa-
tional programs of the College, 
consistent with its mission” — a 
direct quote from Article I of the 
College’s By-Laws — according 
to Associate Professor of Mathe-
matics Craig Dodge, who wrote 
on behalf of Faculty Council.

“It is with this authority 
that the Board of Trustees has 
the power to make decisions, 
including discontinuing de-
partments and programs in a 
manner that would result in the 
termination of tenured posi-
tions,” Dodge wrote in an email 

to The Campus. “This authority 
exists regardless of whether fi-
nancial exigency is declared or 
not because the College Bylaws 
take precedence over the Facul-
ty Handbook.”

Tompkins said that even if 
the college is struggling finan-
cially to the point of needing 
to cut programs, the AAUP’s 
stance is that cuts should be ini-
tiated by faculty, not the admin-
istration.

“Academic governance is 
fundamentally about demo-
cratic participation and the way 
the process is being played out 
has not sort of lived up to that 
principle,” Tompkins said. “It’s 
part of the corporate model 
that (making the cuts was) a 
top-down unilateral decision. 
The choices that faculty get to 
make are within the parameters 
of the major decisions that have 
already been made … Because 
they didn’t declare financial ex-
igency, the bottom line is (doing 
so) allowed them to kind of get 
around what would be a best 
practice both as stated on our 
own faculty handbook and by 
the AAUP,” Tompkins said.

It is not clear yet what oth-
er avenues of appeal are left for 
Shi, who declined to comment 
to The Campus on the advice of 
her legal counsel. Alegre noted 
that this puts student action on 
hold as well.

“As it stands right now, we’re 
just waiting to see what the law-
yer and Professor Shi decide as 
appropriate,” Alegre said.

As there is not another for-
mal appeal process left for Shi 
— the Faculty Handbook states 
that the Board of Trustees’ de-
cision on the appeal is final 
— Tompkins said that faculty 
activism has been effective at 
other schools.

“From what I’ve seen, and 
what the AAUP has reported 
on other campuses, a crucial 
feature in changing course has 
been faculty activism,” Tomp-
kins said. “Unfortunately there 
hasn’t been much faculty activ-
ism at Allegheny in this regard. 
If something were going to have 
to change, I think the students 
have done a fine job stepping up, 
but faculty have unfortunately 
sort of dropped the ball, in my 
opinion.”

Should the decision stand, 
Tompkins said that it would not 
bode well for the college’s future.

“I’ve had conversations with 
colleagues who are worried that 
this is something that’s going 
to happen again in maybe five 
or 10 years,” Tompkins said. “It 
sets a bad precedent, especially 
when going around these best 
practices and policies in order 
to get rid of a tenured position.”
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By KALEIGH WHITE
Opinion Editor
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I would not categorize myself as a “fan” 
of DC Comics, or of DC superhero 
movies. While I am a Marvel fanatic, 
I have just never been into DC movies 
the way I am Marvel movies. Part of me 
wishes I was, but the other, more sensi-
ble part of me realizes that the DC Ex-
tended Universe  is messy and wholly 
not worth the effort.

Indeed, the DCEU cannot seem to 
stand for more than a few feeble mo-
ments before studio execs decide that it 
is time for yet another reboot. If I had 
a nickel for every time they have “hard 
rebooted” the entire DCEU, I would 
have two nickels. While this is not a lot, 
it is still weird that it happened twice, 
and I for one find that very off-putting.

However, this piece is not a critical 
look at the DCEU. Rather, this piece is 
to discuss the most important question 
everyone’s favorite vigilante has ever 
faced: is Batman a furry? And further, 
what does this mean for our society as 
a whole?

I think the first thing to address is 
how exactly we are defining the term 
“furry.” In the most broad terms, "fur-
ry" is a term that refers to a subculture 
of people that like to dress up as an-
thropomorphic animals that have their 
own voices, personalities, names and 
life stories. A person’s furry persona is 
referred to as their “fursona.” While the 
concept of furries is not inherently sex-
ual or kinky, the group has its origins in 
the underground comix movement and 
was, in its earliest form, very sexual and 
contained a lot of explicit content.

That aside, I think it might be safe 
to say that a furry does not have to be a 
sexual being or have any sexual intent. 

I have thoroughly ruined my search 
history in researching this topic, and 
I think that even though a shockingly 
large portion of the furry communi-
ty may identify with their fursona in 
a sexual manner, a significant portion 
still seem to not. Rather, many people 
with fursonas see it as a form of es-
capism, becoming someone else and, 
in some cases, coping with emotional 
problems one is facing.

With this definition of furry, it 
seems completely plausible for Batman 
to fall into this category. Next to An-
nie, Bruce Wayne is the world’s most 
famous orphan. His parents were mur-
dered in front of him when he was just 
eight years old. He was old enough at 
the time to retain memories, and cer-
tainly was left traumatized by the inci-
dent. As we see in “The LEGO Batman 
Movie” — objectively the best Batman 
movie ever created — Bruce struggles 
with grief. Though his exterior is tough 
and hard, underneath it all he is truly 
struggling with the loss of his family. 
This is why he becomes Batman in the 
first place; as a rich young boy, he could 
afford all sorts of gadgets and technol-
ogies to aid him in fighting the type of 
crime that ripped his family away from 
him. He created the Batman persona 
to be a vigilante crime fighter, and do 
what he could not to save his parents. 
With this in mind, I believe it is safe 
to say that Batman is indeed Bruce 
Wayne’s fursona.

This realization does come with 
interesting implications. Obviously, 
Bruce Wayne is not the only superhe-
ro with a tragic backstory, and he is not 
the only superhero to become so after a 
traumatic experience; we see this trope 
throughout many comics, including 
Iron Man, Doctor Strange and Scarlet 
Witch to name a few. Could this mean, 

then, that these other heroes could 
also be classified as furries? That would 
make an outrageous number of super-
heroes furries. Does their existence 
minimize the validity of the ‘Batman 
is a furry’ argument? I for one do not 
think so.

I think other people having similar 
experiences and coping with them in 
similar ways does not negate the real-
ity of their individual situations. Bat-
man being a furry does not mean that 
every other superhero has a fursona, 
nor is Batman easily dismissed as not 
a furry due to the existence of normie 
superheroes. On the contrary, I think 
their coexistence is symbiotic. The fact 
that Batman chose a fursona and other 
heroes chose more fantastical alter egos 
is neither here nor there; they are all 
valid as vigilantes who stop mediocre 
amounts of crime and cause an insane 
amount of property damage.

I think if Batman were to come out 
as a furry, a lot of people would be very 
angry. I am not a furry, and I have never 
met anyone in-person who openly ad-
mits to being one, but from what I have 
seen online, furries are pretty misun-
derstood. They often get dismissed as 
being weird, or innately sexual, and I 
do not think this is fair.

Ultimately, I fail to see much differ-
ence between a person with a fursona 
and a person in cosplay; the only dif-
ference is that one of them is an orig-
inal character (which takes a lot more 
artistic skill and creativity). I think that 
if someone as rich, powerful and well-
loved in the public eye were to come 
out as a furry, the people of Gotham 
might accept him for who he is: a rich 
white man who does not pay taxes and 
moonlights as a bat that beats on bad 
guys.

Is Batman a furry?
Implications of  the anthropomorphic hero

Anonymity and accountability online
How YikYak a f f ec t s  our  community

By RAY COLABAWALLA

Contributing Writer

colabawalla01@allegheny.edu

Growing up, most of the time when I 

spoke, I had to be mindful of the pos-

sible negative reactions of the people I 

spoke to, which could range from being 

uncomfortable to angry to perhaps even 

violent. With the way that social media 

has developed since smartphones be-

came a product that most people could 

afford, anonymity has started becoming 

more and more desired. YikYak has en-

abled people to speak completely anon-

ymously with no real repercussions for 

it.

As Mike Tyson put it, "social media 

made y'all way too comfortable with 

disrespecting people and not getting 

punched in the face for it," and to a very 

large extent, that is not entirely incor-

rect. 

YikYak embodies the essence of 

“speaking before thinking” as well as 

speaking without thinking. This sounds 

like a recipe for disaster in regards to 

how this would encourage cyberbully-

ing, and that is exactly what it became. 

Initially launched in 2013, it grew in 

popularity, reaching over 200 million 

downloads. However, it was soon taken 

off of the App Store due to becoming a 

primary hub for cyberbullying. Eventu-

ally, it got so bad that YikYak was shut 

down entirely in 2017.

 Ideally, that should have been the 

end of it; four years of an app that some-

how got enough funding to become a 

real thing and became targeted towards 

teenagers, who of all people are proba-

bly the most prone and sensitive to bul-

lying. 

Unfortunately, this was not the end 

of it. As in typical capitalistic and corpo-

rate style, new developers bought rights 

to YikYak, and it has been re-released in 

2021. Despite the new version of YikYak 

having better guidelines, it has stayed 

the same in that it is still entirely anon-

ymous. However, there have been some 

minor improvements, including that if 

the company is subpoenaed they legally 

have to reveal user identity. 

Regardless of these measures taken 

by Yik Yak, cyberbullying is still promi-

nent and there have not really been too 

many changes in terms of who uses the 

app and how they do so. Cyberbullying 

is still not taken seriously enough, es-

pecially by people who are not as active 

on social media or different generations 

simply suggesting to “turn your phone 

off ” or “delete the app.” But truly, all of 

us teenagers and young adults know 

that cyberbullying simply does not work 

like that. Even if a person who is being 

“slandered” or just genuinely bullied on 

YikYak deleted the app, that does not 

mean that it is still not going to be said, 

which would still lead to people talking 

and spreading rumors about it. All of 

that is very real, and deleting the app or 

turning your phone off does nothing to 

counteract the bullying. 

Another poorly thought out aspect 

of the app is that it is based on location, 

meaning there is a set radius so you 

only see things being said in your area. 

In colleges that are situated in a big city, 

there are a lot more people who are ac-

tive on the app and as a result there are 

far fewer Yik Yaks and comments about 

individuals. Even if there are comments 

about individuals, they can get lost in 

the large volume of posts because each 

post disappears after an hour. Howev-

er, in a small college town, the chances 

of posts targeting individuals are much 

higher and more likely to be frequent. 

At a small college like Allegheny, where 

it is such a tight-knit community and 

word often spreads fast, something like 

YikYak is only going to spread rumors 

faster. 

In my opinion, YikYak should be 

banned on campus. It should not be 

made accessible on any of the college’s 

wifi networks, as then the app’s usage 

will almost certainly drastically start 

to decline as cash-strapped college stu-

dents are not going to be wasting their 

mobile data just to post on YikYak. It 

would probably be a good move for the 

school’s administration, too. Everyone 

on campus knows that the administra-

tion has a bad reputation, but by ban-

ning YikYak they may gain some respite 

in the criticism as many students would 

recognize the administration’s banning 

of the app to be a positive one, helping 

to curb the ever potent risk of cyberbul-

lying. 

The future of YikYak on this campus 

is uncertain. A serious incident trig-

gered by something stupid happening 

on YikYak could very easily have it be 

banned. The same could be said for col-

leges and high schools around the U.S.  

To counteract this, YikYak could change 

its product to have the posts not be 

anonymous anymore. But then, would 

it even be considered the same?

By SYDNEY EMERSON

Staff  Writer

emersons@allegheny.edu

There’s been another one, and this time, 
it’s in our own backyard.

A shooter opened fire at Erie High 
School on Tuesday morning, injuring 
one student before fleeing. 

Less than an hour later, the litany 
so unique to the United States began: 
“Thoughts and prayers” circulated, 
police officers gave interviews to local 
news, students cried as they escaped the 
school building into the arms of their 
families, classes were canceled for the 
rest of the week, and national outlets 
picked up the story with varying de-
grees of political spin. 

In the coming days, there will inev-
itably be an outcry for increased legis-
lation and regulation, and that outcry 
will be met with backlash and vitriol. 
(After all, “only” one student was shot, 
and they survived.) A community will 
rally, therapy will be offered and some 
somber-yet-catchy hashtag will spread 
across Twitter. 

So, it is once again time to ask the 
question that reappears after every 
school shooting: when will this end? 

We have fallen into a state of com-
placency. This is not news. Every fresh 
cry for reform, for safety and security, 
for any sign of concern from officials, 
now feels like a Sisyphean exercise in 
pleading. It will always go unheard and 
deferred. 

Superintendent of Erie Public 
Schools Brian Polito called the event “a 
reflection of a troubling rise in youth vi-
olence.” It is true that shootings are on 
the rise. But placing the blame squarely 
on the immorality of the wild youth is 
an evasion of the highest order. Officials 
are kidding themselves if they genuinely 
believe that youth violence, an age-old 
scapegoat, shares more responsibility 
for the continued prevalence of school 
shootings in America than lackluster 
policies and the deathgrip the NRA has 
on our government. 

The oldest member of The Cam-
pus’s staff was born eight months after 
the Columbine massacre. Every single 
member of our staff has only known an 
America where violence in schools is 
not just feared, it is anticipated. 

We learned how to cover the win-
dows and barricade the doors. Our 
school days were interrupted with lock-
downs — nobody knew if they were real 
threats or practice for the inevitable. 
Our teachers told us that they would 
defend us with their bodies. We all 
crammed together in supply closets in 
the dark, training for the day we must 
hide.

State Senator Dan Laughlin said the 
shooting demonstrates the “need to give 
our schools the resources and tools they 

need to provide for the safety of our 
children and teachers.”

We know just how little the safety of 
children and teachers matters to those 
who profess its importance. They say 
that there were no police in the school, 
that there were no metal detectors or 
pat-downs or backpack searches. If only 
we had these measures in place, then 
maybe, just maybe, this crime could 
have been prevented. 

This approach, too, ignores the larger 
issues at hand. Why must going to pub-
lic school in America feel like entering 
a prison? And why, after measures such 
as these are implemented in schools, 
has the rate of shootings continued its 
upward trend? They are bandages — 
temporary workarounds to an injury 
that grows ever larger. This problem 
needs stitches. 

When will it end? Nobody knows. 
But we can make a pretty good guess. 
Things are not going to change until 
the people in power choose to change 
them. The current systems — arming 
public schools to the teeth, filling them 
with cameras and metal detectors — 
only serve to create a hostile learning 
environment. If lawmakers truly cared 
about children’s educations as they ve-
hemently asserted during the past few 
years of Zoom school, book banning 
and Critical Race Theory panic, then 
they would first and foremost do some-
thing about the psychological distress 
that the constant threat of being mur-
dered in math class has on students. 

The survivors of the Columbine 
massacre are now parents to school-
aged children faced with the same 
deadly threats in their halls. When will 
it end? Only when there is a generation 
that does not have to be trained to fixate 
on the figures darting around corners, 
a generation to whom the word “lock-
down” is something of the distant past. 
It will end when children no longer plan 
their goodbye texts to their parents in 
case they don’t make it home. 

It will end when somebody finally 
has the courage to drive a wedge into 
this ever-grinding machine and offer 
something more than thoughts and 
prayers. Until then, we only deepen our 
cycle of ambivalence, normalizing what 
should never, ever be normal. 

And then we wait for the next one.

When will it end?
Student shot at Erie HS
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We have fallen into a state 
of complacency. This is 
not news. Every fresh cry 
for reform, for safety and 
security, for any sign of 
concern from officials, now 
feels like a Sisyphean exercise 
in pleading. It will always go 
unheard and deferred.” 

—SYDNEY EMERSON 
Class of 2023
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How BTS promotes the United Nations Sustainability Goals

By GABRIELLA BRADY
Science/International Editor

brady01@allegheny.edu

Is BTS promoting sustain-

ability through their music? 

One senior sought to answer 

just that. 

Payton Mineweaser, ’22, 

is doing her senior research 

project on whether BTS is 

promoting the United Na-

tions Sustainable Develop-

ment Goals.

BTS, also known as the 

Bangtan Boys, is a K-Pop 

group, best known for their 

hit songs “Dynamite” and 

“Butter.”

The band, also known for 

their style and signature syn-

chronized dancing, is com-

posed of seven members, 

including frontman RM, 

Jungkook, V, Suga, Jin, Jimin, 

and J-Hope. 

In the summer of 2013, the 

band released their first song, 

“No More Dream.” Oth-

er BTS songs include Fire, 

FAKE LOVE and IDOL.

Not only is the band pop-

ular for their music, but they 

are also known for their ac-

tivism. 

According to the Evening 

Standard, “the Army” —  

BTS’ fanbase — helped raise 

approximately $1 million in 

support of the Black Lives 

Matter movement in 2020, an 

amount that matched a do-

nation made by the band and 

Big Hit Entertainment, their 

management company. 

Today explained that the 

musical group was invited 

by South Korean President 

Moon Jae-in to a General 

Assembly meeting at its Sus-

tainable Development Goals 

Moment. 

At this meeting, they ad-

dressed their concern for 

climate change, as well as 

COVID-19, and stated that 

all of them were vaccinated 

against the virus. 

 One member, Suga, admit-

ted that he did not really con-

sider the group as “political,” 

and explained, “We aren’t 

trying to send out some gran-

diose message,” according to 

the Evening Standing.

Despite their statement, 

Mineweaser attempted to 

see if the group’s music had 

any allusions to the United 

Nations Sustainable Devel-

opment Group, a high-level 

forum for joint policy forma-

tion and decision-making. 

One of the acts created 

by the UNSDG is the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable De-

velopment, which is a plan of 

action that will help to make 

reduce inequality across the 

world and help to sustain the 

environment, as a way of re-

ducing the risk of further cli-

mate change.  

In 2015, the United Na-

tions Member States adopted 

this agenda, in the hopes that 

they would be able to create 

a blueprint for the peace and 

prosperity for not only the 

people, but the planet as well. 

In order to achieve peace 

and prosperity, the mem-

bers agreed that there were 

17 Sustainable Development 

Goals, which would be ad-

dressed. 

These 17 SDGs are meant 

to include thematic issues 

such as water, energy, climate, 

oceans, urbanization, trans-

port, science and technology, 

the Global Sustainable Devel-

opment Report, partnerships 

and Small Island Developing 

States. 

The GSDR plays an im-

portant role in the advocacy 

and outreach activities relat-

ed to the SDGs. 

BTS has publicly expressed 

their concern for the future of 

Earth, and encouraged their 

fan base to work towards 

reaching these sustainability 

goals. 

According to CBS News, 

the members of this group 

were selected to capture the 

attention of today’s youth, 

and urge them to aid in the 

addressing of the challenges 

that are affecting society. 

“Overall, BTS’s music can 

be influential and help stim-

ulate curiosity about envi-

ronmental action through 

subliminal messages in their 

lyrics,” Mineweaser said. 

“This can also show how the 

potential of musical artists 

now and into the future can 

continue to provide a way for 

their audience to think more 

in depth about environmen-

talism, climate change and 

social change all over the 

world.” 

These songs specifically 

addressed key issues found in 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustain-

able Development, according 

to Mineweaser. 

“The main findings of my 

project included the most 

mentioned SDGs overall be-

ing goal one — No Poverty — 

goal eight (Decent Work and 

Economic Growth), and goal 

10 (Reducing Inequality),” 

Mineweaser said. “The SDGs 

that were not mentioned were 

goal nine (Industry, Inno-

vation, and Infrastructure), 

and goal 17 (Partnership and 

Goals). The last goal being, 

debatably, the most import-

ant goal they should have ref-

erenced, because without this 

goal, the ability to achieve all 

other goals would be next to 

impossible. It is most import-

ant to see which goals were 

mentioned the most and the 

least because it give an idea 

about what the group’s in-

tentions are throughout their 

discography.” 

By JUNE GROMIS
Science/International Writer
gromis01@allegheny.edu

Allegheny College encoun-

tered a scheduled wifi net-

work outage in order to com-

plete maintenance on the 

system last month. 

While the exact time and 

nature of the outages were 

to be unclear,  it was known 

by students that they would 

occur sometime between 

around midnight on March 

7 until 6:30 a.m. on March 8.

The unpredictable and 

large-scale nature of mainte-

nance outages like this, where 

parts of the campus or even 

the whole campus can be left 

without service for hours at a 

time, provide an opportunity 

to discuss the emerging field 

of psychological study into 

internet addiction, and the 

effects of withdrawal from 

service in an increasingly in-

ternet-dependent world. 

“Problematic computer 

use is a growing social is-

sue which is being debated 

worldwide,” the National 

Library of Medicine stated 

in its entry on research and 

practice regarding internet 

addiction. “Internet Addic-

tion Disorder ruins lives by 

causing neurological compli-

cations, psychological distur-

bances, and social problems. 

Surveys in the United States 

and Europe have indicated 

alarming prevalence rates be-

tween 1.5 and 8.2%.” 

The issue of internet ad-

diction has been on psychol-

ogists and neuroscientists’ 

radar for some time now, 

research into which was pi-

oneered by Kimberly Young 

in her paper, “Internet addic-

tion: The emergence of a new 

clinical disorder,” published 

in 1996.

While China and South 

Korea already treat IAD as a 

public health risk and actively 

fund research and education 

efforts, the United States gov-

ernment has yet to formally 

recognize or respond to this 

issue, according to the NLM. 

The Diagnostic and Statis-

tical Manual of Mental Dis-

orders already acknowledged 

the potential of video game 

addiction as a stand-alone 

addictive disorder in its latest 

edition, DSM-5, published 

in 2013. Since then there has 

been continued research into 

gaming addiction specifically 

and IAD in general to deter-

mine whether they constitute 

a stand alone disorder.

As described by Matthias 

Brand, Young and Christian 

Laier in their paper, “Pre-

frontal Control and Internet 

Addiction: A Theoretical 

Model and Review of Neu-

ropsychological and Neuro-

imaging Findings,” the early 

2000’s came with the intro-

duction of a behavioral mod-

el that differentiated between 

generalized additive internet 

usage and specific addictive 

internet usage.

 It also argued that the 

general occurrence is often 

connected to communica-

tion-based applications and 

that social issues in real life 

can also heavily contribute to 

the development of general-

ized Internet addiction. This 

may manifest in a mindset 

that relies on utilizing in-

ternet usage as a distraction 

from other issues. 

There is evidence to sug-

gest that general use of the 

internet, especially in relation 

to communicative platforms 

like social media, can lead to 

an addiction that develops as 

a result of real life psycholog-

ical or social issues. 

In his editorial in the 

American Journal of Psychia-

try regarding internet addic-

tion, Jerald Bock describes 

how an IAD diagnosis is ac-

companied by other DSM-IV 

diagnosis, that is to say other 

mental disorders, 86% of the 

time. Common companions 

are anxiety or depression, 

and also especially social-

ly impactive disorders like 

ADHD or ASD.

This shows that preexisting 

mental health struggles can 

be closely tied to increasing 

or even addictive internet 

use, as a means to escape neg-

ative elements in one’s offline 

life, diverging oneself socially 

and physically from that life 

and becoming dependent on 

maintaining relationships 

and human contact solely on-

line, making withdrawal an 

even more complicated issue.

According to research in 

the Journal of Psychiatry 

Investigation, withdrawal 

symptoms in individuals with 

IAD can range from common 

addiction withdrawal symp-

toms such as “irritability and 

agitation” to “full-blown psy-

chotic episodes.”

The field of study around 

internet addiction is rela-

tively young, only around 20 

years old, coinciding with the 

emergence of the internet in 

the 80s, and its rapidly grow-

ing user base by the turn of 

the century. Research and 

analysis surrounding symp-

toms, diagnosis and with-

drawal are still emerging, and 

there is yet to be a clear sci-

entific consensus on the exact 

nature and effect of the inter-

net on our mental health.

What is clear however, is 

that internet-related mental 

health concerns are on the 

rise. 

In a brief report pub-

lished as part of the Wiley 

Public Health Emergency 

COVID-19 initiative, scien-

tists led by Dr. Yan Sun pre-

sented statistical evidence 

that addictive internet and 

substance use had increased 

during the COVID-19 

pandemic in China. In a 

post-pandemic world, re-

searchers have yet to find 

whether our new normal 

will bring along with it an 

increase in dependability on 

and addictive behavior relat-

ing to the online life we were 

often relegated to during the 

pandemic. 

WiFi  outages: exploring internet addiction and withdrawal

Senior comp explores how BTS songs allude to UN SDGs

Photo source:Wikimedia Commons
Payton Mineweaser, ’22, researched how BTS (pictured), the K-Pop group best known for songs like “Dynamite” and 
“Butter,” incorporated the UN Sustainable Development Goals into their musicas part of her senior comp.
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WNU raises awareness for Sexual Assault Awareness month
By EVELYN ZAVALA
Features Writer
zavala01@allegheny.edu

Two-hundred and thirteen green 
flags sit in front of the Doane Hall 
of Art, each representing a potential 
victim of sexual assault in propor-
tion to the student population of Al-
legheny College.

Since Why Not Us was first cre-
ated through Title IX Coordina-
tor Gilly Ford in 2019, the club has 
consistently been an important part 
of the college community. Through 
raising awareness and supporting 
sexual assault suvivors, Why Not Us 
continues to increase their presense, 
especially through Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month. 

President of Why Not Us Eliza-
beth Jeker, ’22, described upcom-
ing events that will increase campus 
safety and bring awareness to Title 

IX and show support for survivors. 
“This Friday, we will have a 

self-defense course,” Jeker said. 
“Some details about that have been 
changing but it will be happening 
this Friday. We are also doing teal 
Tuesdays or teal Thursdays where we 
hand out teal ribbons in the campus 
center to show solidarity with sexual 
violence survivors.” 

Why Not Us intends to partic-
ipate in Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month through collaborations with 
other organzations who will be par-
ticipating as well. Events with orga-
nizations have not been confirmed 
but are being planned. 

In collaboration with the Allegh-
eny Student Government Class of 
2023, Why Not Us will be giving out 
cup condoms for Spring Fest. Cup 
condoms are a drink cover that can 
prevent drink tampering when the 
user is not paying attention which 

lowers the risk of being drugged 
without consent. 

Why Not Us is also planning to 
collaborate with Alpha Chi Omega 
because their philanthropy supports 
domestic violence awareness and 
survivors. 

According to Attorney General 
Ava Fritz, ’23, many events this se-
mester aimed to increase engage-
ment with students and bring sup-
port to those who have experienced 
sexual assault. 

“In February, we tabled in the 
Campus Center and we had a par-
tition where people wrote words of 
encouragement to survivors on little 
hearts,” Fritz said. “We pinned them 
up to show support for survivors. 
We recently did a bystander training 
with an organization called ‘It’s on 
Us,’ which is one of the more nota-
ble events that have happened this 
semester.” 

Title IX Education and Outreach 
Director Ryder Sullivan, ’22, ex-
plained the purpose Title IX serves 
in improving safety on campus. 

“I think Title IX has been some-
thing that has been helpful for all 
schools, especially Allegheny,” Sulli-
van said. “We have a lot of improve-
ment to help facilitate the process of 
Title IX. I know that is something 
that has been tough for some stu-
dents reporting. Students can go to 
(Ford) who has been trained to be 
able to listen and provide feedback.” 

Since the creation of the club, 
there have been many positive out-
comes in terms of encouraging more 
students to have conversations about 
sexual assault and how to support 
survivors. Jeker referenced the sex-
ual assault that took place in De-
cember 2019 at Ravine-Narvik Hall 
and how Why Not Us played a role 
in supporting students and creating 
change. 

“My sophomore year was the year 
where the incident occured in Ra-
vine which was very scary and very 
stressful for all students,” Jeker said. 
“Why Not Us was able to sit down 
and have a conversation with stu-
dents about what they want. We were 
able to bring the concerns to Allegh-
eny which resulted in the peepholes 

everyone has on their doors now so 
students would not have to open the 
door to see who is outside.” 

Jeker explained that Why Not Us 
serves the Allegheny community by 
raising education about the topic of 
sexual assualt on campus and trying 
to figure out how students are feel-
ing about it. As a result, Why Not Us 
can be better informed about how to 
educate students and what actions to 
take in order to keep the campus a 
safe space for students. 

Fritz described the importance 
of having a club like Why Not Us 
on campus in terms of supporting 
students and increasing safety on 
campus. 

“I think that unfortunately it is a 
common experience to have a run 
in with Title IX at some point,” Fritz 
said. “However, because there are a 
lot of people who have this experi-
ence, it creates a community in a 
way. So I think that our club has the 
opportunity to create a communi-
ty for survivors and to create a safe 
space for them.” 

Looking forward, the club seeks 
to continue supporting students by 
raising awareness and creating an 
environment where students feel 
safe reaching out.

(U)nfortunately it is a common experience to have a 
run in with Title IX at some point. ... (O)ur club has the 
opportunity to create a community for survivors and to 
create a safe space for them.” 

—AVA FRITZ, ’23,
Attorney General,

Why Not Us

ROMAN HLADIO/THE CAMPUS
Two-hundred and thirteen green flags represent 13% of Allegheny College’s student population —the 
amount of college students who are sexually assaulted on college campuses.
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Welcome spring with a seasonal word search

Egg Detectives perform at Grounds for Change
By MO MANSOUR
Features Editor
mansour01@allegheny.edu

Laughter echoed throughout the 
Henderson Campus Center on Sun-
day, April 3. The Campus was on the 
case, and this one was an easy crack.

The Egg Detectives, Allegheny 
College’s improv comedy troupe, 
performed to a packed audience 
in Grounds for Change. The show 
opened with one of the many games 
that the troupe plays on stage, “Po-
ets,” where each improvisor mocks 
the construction of slam poetry by 
making one up from an audience 
suggestion.

This is one example of the games 
that the Eggs play as a way to fa-
cilitate their improvisation. Other 
games include “Ding,” a game where 
actors’ action and speech changes 
when a bell is rung. “Shakespeare,” is 
a game with a similar premise, where 

the diction of the scene becomes 
that of Elizabethan England when 
the proctor shouts, “Shakespeare!” 
There is also the Egg Detective clas-
sic, “Sex with me,” a game where ac-
tors begin with a word or phrase to 
make a joke, akin to “Sex with me is 
like peanut butter,” followed by an 
off-the-cuff punchline such as, “it is 
over in a jiffy.”

Suggestions from the audience 
are a big part of Egg Detective shows. 
According to Sarah Brammel, ’23, 
they allow for the Eggs to be “as 
spontaneous as possible” with their 
performances. A wide breadth of 
suggestions allows the troupe to pick 
what they think would be the most 
funny or the best suggestion for the 
game being played while keeping the 
audience engaged in the action.

“When it comes to picking a 
suggestion it comes down to who 
is on stage because certain people 
are better with certain suggestions,” 

Brammel said. “We have members 
who we give something very broad, 
(and) they take it and run with it … 
but some people like more (specific) 
suggestions.”

Indeed, the random chaos pro-
vided by the suggestions can be 
seen in how varied they are, ranging 
from the film version of “Diary of 
a Wimpy Kid: Dog Days” to “your 
mom” (both from the same audience 
member).

Sometimes things do not always 
run smoothly however. Brammel 
commented on the self-described 
“crushing, humiliating failure” of 
their St. Patrick’s Day performance 
at The Sycamore. 

“It hurts (in the moment) when 
you have an audience that is not 
laughing or is not engaged with you,” 
Brammel said. “It really depends on 
how people (in the audience) are 
feeling that day and how the troupe 
is feeling that day.” 

Brammel went on to say how the 
show was hindered by the venue, as 
the acoustics of the space as well as 
the stage did not lend themselves to 
improv. 

Ezra Glaser, ’22, noted the audi-
ence’s perspective.

 “They did a great job adapting to 
the limitations of the space,” Glaser 
said. “I have enjoyed the show a lot. 
I have been to a few Egg Detective 
shows before and I really love how 
the performers bring the audience 
into the show. I love the collabora-
tive nature of improv.”

The Egg Detectives are stu-
dent-run and student-led, with all of 
the practices, traditions, techniques, 
and skills being passed down from 
generation to generation

“It’s like a game of telephone,” 
Brammel said.

 It does not seem like this train 
of information will break anytime 
soon, as the Eggs just added four 

more new members to their ranks 
this semester. One of those new re-
cruits, Madison Boring, ’25, shed 
some light on the process of becom-
ing an Egg.

“So the existing members are on a 
panel when you show up for the au-
dition, and they put you in a scene to 
practice with one of the already ex-
isting members,” Boring said. “They 
help you out and give you themes 
for a scene and they just see how 
well you do on the fly and teach you 
some of the games that they do in 
practice.”

Boring also commented on how 
the Egg Detectives was a way for her 
to get to know people that she oth-
erwise might not have met, a senti-
ment that Brammel concurred with

“Egg Detectives is a really good 
friend group I have made, (but) it is 
also something that I am really hap-
py to give back to campus,” Brammel 
said.
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Jayhawks complete historic comeback, stun Tar Heels
Final Four fans react to University of  Kansas win over UNC

Women’s 
Lacrosse

In Photos

Liz Dolan, ‘23, immediately tries to 
regain the ball after Allegheny was 
robbed of it.

I always root for the 
underdog so i was 
hoping they could 
pull it off.”

—ZACH ALTENBAUGH
Class of 2024

By KYLE CHANDLER

Sports Writer

chandler01@allegheny.edu

Kansas has claimed its fourth 

national championship in 

NCAA men’s basketball after 

securing a late comeback win 

taking down North Carolina 

72-69.

In what was seemingly go-

ing to be a cruise to victory 

for the Tar Heels after going 

up 40-25 at halftime, the Jay-

hawks battled back and left 

the men in baby blue speech-

less. With the largest deficit 

being 16, it broke the record 

for the largest comeback in 

national championship his-

tory, surpassing when Loyala 

defeated Cincinnati in 1963, 

coming back from 15 in that 

game.

From Ravine Hall to Al-

legheny Hall, student eyes 

were glued to the screen 

watching the game. House 

parties and get-togethers were 

in order, fans of each side 

gathered to root for their team 

in hopes of bringing home a 

national championship. One 

notable event took place in 

the Henderson Campus Cen-

ter, as the Gator’s Activity 

Programming Committee 

had nachos from Parkhurst 

and live streamed the game 

for students to come and en-

joy themselves. 

The event was set up in 

part by Syd Hammerman, ’25, 

who said there were around 

10 people who came by to 

watch, all of them rooting for 

the Tar Heels. GAP has also 

hosted Super Bowl and World 

Series parties in the past.

“I remember one of the 

people watching was like, ‘I’ve 

been watching all the games 

for North Carolina, I’ve been 

rooting for them,’” Hammer-

man said. “And then after the 

game she said, ‘I’m gonna cry 

myself to sleep.’”

Hammerman’s compa-

ny were not the only people 

who were rooting for UNC, 

as sophomore Zach Alten-

baugh, ’24, and his roommate 

described the loss as a heart-

breaking event.

“My roommate is a big 

UNC guy, so I was rooting 

for him and for them,” Al-

tenbaugh said. “Also an eight 

seed against a one seed, I al-

ways root for the underdog so 

I was hoping they could pull 

it off.”

During the halftime break, 

Kansas center Udoka Azubui-

ke was clapping his hands, 

trying to support his team-

mates saying they’ve been 

down before and have rallied 

back. In an interview with the 

New York Times, fellow team-

mate Christian Braun had 

this to say while in the locker 

room: “I was like, why are you 

smiling, dude? We’re down 

15,” Braun said. “He was tell-

ing me, keep your head up, 

keep going, we’ll be all right. 

I was like, man, I don’t know 

if I’ve ever been here before. 

Down 15 in a national cham-

pionship game. I’ve definitely 

never been there.”

Azubuike’s confidence was 

backed up by the team in the 

second half, as the Jayhawks 

finished with five players scor-

ing in double figures. David 

McCormack came through 

with two of the biggest shots 

of the night, nailing a 2-point-

er jumper to give Kansas a 

one point lead with 1:21 re-

maining, and again hitting a 

jumper to extend the lead to 

3 with 22 seconds left on the 

clock. 

It was not over yet, as Kan-

sas merely got away with step-

ping out of bounds with four 

seconds on the clock, giving 

North Carolina one last shot 

to tie the game. Luckily for the 

Jayhawks, Caleb Love (who 

has been hot in the second 

half all tournament) missed 

the game tying three, sealing 

the Tar Heels fate and secur-

ing another national champi-

onship for the one seed. Car-

olina missed their final four 

shots of the game, all coming 

with an opportunity to tie it 

late. 

It was almost a historic run 

for the Tar Heels. Coming 

into this tournament as the 

eight seed, their backs were 

against the wall almost the 

whole way. They strung to-

gether four wins on the road 

to the final two, taking down 

one seed Baylor to open up 

the tournament, and earning 

a historic win against their 

archrival, two seed Duke in 

the semi finals. 

What seemed like a Cin-

derella story was not to come 

to fruition, as the Jayhawks 

had other plans in mind. Af-

ter giving up 16 unanswered 

nearing the end of the first 

half, Kansas had their work 

cut out for them. The prima-

ry goal was to shut down Ar-

mando Bacot, who accumu-

lated a double-double in the 

first half alone, with 12 points 

and 10 rebounds. He finished 

the game with an even 15 

points and 15 rebounds. 

In regards to the whole 

tournament, students around 

campus said they were 

pleased as there was a lot of 

terrific basketball, including 

some major upsets with the 

St. Peter’s run, who made it 

to the elite eight as a 15 seed, 

and the Tar Heels upset in 

the semi finals to take down 

Coach K and company in his 

final season. 

GATOR CHECK IN
FINAL SCORES

Baseball
Saturday, April 2

at Wabash
Final Score: 8-3

Men’s Lacrosse
Saturday, April 2

at Wabash
Final Score: 10-8

Baseball
Saturday, April 2

at Wabash
Final Score: 11-0

Women’s Lacrosse
Saturday, April 2

at Denison
Final Score: 9-16

Women’s Golf
Saturday, April 2
at Westminster
Placed 4th of 6

Baseball
Sunday, April 3

at Ohio Nothern
Final Score: 3-8

Softball
Sunday, April 3

at Ohio Wesleyan
Final Score: 4-0

Men’s Golf
Monday, April 4
at Hershey Cup

Placed 11th of 16

Softball
Tuesday, April 5

vs. Geneva
Final Score: 0-1

Women’s Tennis
Tuesday, April 5

at Houghton
Final Score: 9-0

Softball
Tuesday, April 5

vs. Geneva
Final Score: 9-11

Softball
Sunday, April 3

at Ohio Wesleyan
Final Score: 8-0

Men’s Tennis
Tuesday, April 5

at Houghton
Final Score: 9-0

Men’s Tennis
Wednesday, April 6

vs. Oberlin
Final Score: 3-6

Baseball
Thursday, April 7

at Oberlin
Final Score: 14-8

Women’s Lacrosse
Wednesday, April 6

vs. Fredonia
Final Score: 16-5

Men’s Lacrosse
Wednesday, April 6

vs. Thiel
Final Score: 21-6

By EMI ARIGA
Contributing Photographer
ariga01@allegheny.edu

After the match, the teammates shared the joy of a 16-5 victory over Fredo-
nia, chanting, “Go Gators!”

FINAL SCORE

Allegheny: 16
Fredonia: 5

Senna Perelman, ‘23, stole the ball in the very aggressive 
offensive and defensive battle in the third period.

Players compete for the ball immediately after resuming the 
game.

Interested in taking photos for

The Campus?

Email newspaper@allegheny.edu or 
come to our contributors meetings in 
CC 303 at 8 p.m.
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