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FRIDAY

H: 62º  L: 41º
Rain: 100%
Sunrise: 7:04 a.m.
Sunset: 5:03 p.m.

SATURDAY

H: 43   L: 32º
Rain: 15%
Sunrise: 7:05 a.m.
Sunset: 6:02 p.m.

SUNDAY

H: 36º   L: 30º
Rain: 49%
Sunrise: 7:07 a.m. 
Sunset: 5:02 p.m.
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GLOBAL EDUCATION PASSPORT FAIR

The Global Education Office is hosting a pass-
port fair on Wednesday, Nov. 16, at the Hender-
son Campus Center from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. where 
students can obtain a passport free of charge.
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ARE STANDARDS FOR CELEBRITIES 
TOO LOW?

Contributing writer Noelle Mertz-Bruce, ’23, 
explores this question in relation to recent 
controvery surrounding Kanye “Ye” West.
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FOOTBALL SEASON COMES TO A CLOSE

The Allegheny Gators close their season, clinching 
a 20-17 win over the Bethany College Bisons in 
overtime.
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Former employee alleges discrimination in lawsuit
By SAMI MIRZA
Editor-in-Chief
mirza01@allegheny.edu

A former Allegheny College employ-
ee has filed a lawsuit in federal court 
against the institution, alleging that her 
firing in October 2021 was discrimina-
tory and retaliatory.

The Boston office of HKM Employ-
ment Attorneys filed suit Sept. 28 in 
the U.S. District Court for the West-
ern District of Pennsylvania on behalf 
of former Director of Student Involve-
ment Amanda Mangine. According to 

the suit, Mangine joined the college in 
August 2014 and served in a variety of 
positions until her termination last year.

The suit alleges that Mangine, who 
suffers from post-traumatic stress dis-
order, anxiety and depression, was il-
legally disciplined and terminated after 
taking a leave of absence in the summer 
and early fall of 2021 to address her 
mental health. According to a copy of 
the complaint obtained by The Cam-
pus, Mangine has requested a jury tri-
al and is seeking more than $75,000 in 
compensatory and punitive damages 

including back pay, lost wages, medical 
expenses and attorney’s fees.

According to a copy of the complaint 
obtained by The Campus, the suit claims 
that Mangine had “embodied the char-
acteristics of an admirable employee of 
Allegheny” and her work performance 
had never been previously criticized, 
but that after informing the college’s 
Human Resources department of her 
disability in May 2021, her supervisor 
— then-Vice President for Student Life 
and Dean of Students April Thompson 
— became “overly critical” of Mangine’s 

job performance. Thompson left the 
college in February 2022.

The suit also alleges that the college 
“failed to take any affirmative actions 
to prevent Ms. Mangine’s supervisor 
from provoking her.” According to the 
suit, this, as well as an alleged failure on 
the part of the college to accommodate 
Mangine’s mental health concerns, vi-
olated the Americans with Disabilities 
Act.

The suit claims that Mangine sought 
and obtained permission from the col-
lege to take a leave of absence in July 

2021, and was assured by HR that that 
the college “cannot base any perfor-
mance on the leave being needed.”

However, the suit alleges that when 
Mangine returned from her leave in 
early October 2021, she was told by HR 
to meet with her supervisor before re-
turning to work. When Mangine tried 
to contact HR and her supervisor about 
this, the suit alleges she received no re-
sponse and that she eventually reached 
out to then-President Hilary Link due 
to her frustration. 

SAMI MIRZA/THE CAMPUS
Former President Hilary Link speaks about a proposal to transfer a liquor 
license to the college at the Meadville City Council meeting on April 21. 
The transfer was tabled, and later denied.

Reis rennovation, future projects 
accelerated by state funding

Downtown business 
hosts art gallery

RAs conduct health & safety inspections

By ANNA WESTBROOK

Staff  Writer
westbrook01@allegheny.edu

Allegheny College is the recipient of a 
“$2 million Redevelopment Assistance 
Capital Program (RACP) grant from 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,” 
read an email sent to the community 
on Oct. 27. The grant will be used for 
the renovation of Reis Hall and the de-
velopment of a home for the Center for 
Business and Economics, both of which 
will “provide the space, infrastructure, 
and technology to train community 
members and students to fill jobs that 
are central to the region’s economic 
development,” according to a different 
email sent to faculty on Oct. 26.

Vice President for Institutional Ad-
vancement Matthew Stinson said plans 
for the renovation of Reis Hall are more 
developed than the plans for the future 
of the CBE.

“We just listed both of those projects 
because we thought it would enhance 
our ability to get a larger (grant),” Stin-
son said. “We wanted to include both in 
the application so they understood the 
broader vision.”

The Institutional Advancement team 
dedicated to RACP worked on the ap-
plication for approximately a year, 
which is longer than normal, according 
to Stinson.

“(RACP is) not a normal grant,” Stin-
son said. “It’s a much more complicated 
process when dealing with the federal 
or state government.”

One criterion of RACP was that 
applicants could only submit projects 
developed enough that they could be 
under construction within one year of 
being awarded the funds. Additionally, 
Stinson said that interpersonal relation-
ships played a larger role than is com-
mon during standard grant processes.

“We had some good relationships 
with our elected officials, which is key,” 
Stinson said. “You won’t get (RACP) 
without those relationships. Quite 
frankly, I don’t believe the college would 
have received $2 million without (two 
members of the Board of Trustees’) in-
sight and some of their connections. I 
think we would have gotten $500,000.”

RACP requires Allegheny to commit 
to matching the $2 million grant. Stin-
son said Allegheny currently estimates 
spending $14-20 million on the renova-
tion of Reis. The entire renovation will 
be funded by donations and grants, not 
by reserve funds or operational dollars.

“In order to make it happen, it will 
require significant and generous contri-
butions from our alumni and friends,” 
Stinson said.

Going forward, Provost Angela 
Haddad will lead the process of con-
sulting with faculty, staff, senior ad-

ministrators, students and community 
partners to determine the details of the 
projects.

“Our general plans (for Reis Hall) 
are to develop a center for innovation, 
as well as a variety of other programs 
that would fit in the model of this new 
innovative hub where we would have 
collaborative spaces for students and 
faculty, including some space for poten-
tial community partners to engage in,” 
Haddad said.

One of the programs that will be 
central to Reis’ future is the Allegheny 
Lab for Innovation & Creativity.

“ALIC is (transitioning) from being 
just a physical space to being an intel-
lectual framework for the way in which 
we engage with the liberal arts in a more 
future-facing way,” said Director of Ac-
ademic Innovation Partnerships, De-
partment Chair and Associate Professor 
of Art Byron Rich. “ALIC is about show-
ing the value of the liberal arts through 
the lens of emerging technologies.”

The current plan is for Reis to con-
tain a multitude of facilities, including 
robotics labs, podcast and video record-
ing studios and large-scale fabrication 
facilities containing equipment for 3D 
printing, laser cutting, artificial intelli-
gence research, computer servers and 
much more. 

By HASSAN JAVED
News Editor
javed01@allegheny.edu

Hatch Hollow hosted an art gallery on 
Friday, Nov. 4. The event displayed work 
by former New York Times editorial 
cartoonist Richard Mock.

According to the New York Times, 
Mock was a neo-expressionist painter 
whose art was inspired by political and 
social issues relevant to his time that 
were illustrated in 
the New York Times 
newspaper.

Hatch Hollow is 
an art supply retail 
storefront and art 
gallery located in 
Downtown Mead-
ville on Chestnut 
Street.

Allegheny Col-
lege alumna Heather 
Fish, ’15, is the own-
er of Hatch Hollow. 

Fish was a mem-
ber of the Bonner 
Program during 
her time at Allegh-
eny and spent much 
time working with 
Women’s Services. 

She majored in Environmental Studies 
while minoring in Community and Jus-
tice Studies and Studio Art.

Fish has owned the business for four 
years.

“I first came across the business 
as just a coworking space in 2018, we 
were located in Parkside Commons on 
North Main Street,” Fish said. “We only 
relocated to the current storefront and 
introduced the art element in February 
this year.”

Fish added that 
the store hosts a 
public art gallery ev-
ery four to six weeks.

The gallery dis-
played eight of 
Mock’s pieces that 
critiqued former 
President George W. 
Bush and the Sept. 
11 attacks on the 
World Trade Center 
in New York City in 
2001.

Adrean Velez, ’21, 
interpreted the third 
piece on display, 
which showed Bush 
holding up a peace 
sign

By HASSAN JAVED

News Editor

javed01@allegheny.edu

Resident advisors conducted manda-
tory health and safety inspections of 
student rooms during the first week of 
November. The inspections, which last-
ed from Nov. 1 to Tuesday, Nov. 8, were 
announced in an Oct. 28 email from 
Residence Life.

The email stated that the inspections 
would take place from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m 

and that RAs would key into residents 
dorm room if there were no answer to 
the RAs’ knock.

Residence Life and Education Coor-
dinator Annie Custer clarified that the 
inspections were exclusively visual and 
that RAs would not touch anything in 
the rooms. She added that the inspec-
tions were administered by RAs in pairs 
and that a yellow note was left on the 
resident’s door indicating whether or 
not any violations have been observed.

“Some of the things that RAs 
(looked) for is covered fire detectors, 

unregistered animals, drugs and para-
phernalia, underage possession of al-
cohol and cleanliness,” Custer said. “We 
sent out the email to provide students 
with enough time to deal with any vi-
olations before checks are conducted.”

Some students reported feeling un-
comfortable with others entering their 
rooms in their absence.

“I’m a very private person and it’s 
difficult for me to allow others to be in 
my personal space without me being 
there,” said Ryan Crosier, ’24. 

HASSAN JAVED/THE CAMPUS
Richard Mock’s piece titled 
“GW” shows former President 
George Bush signalling a peace 
sign with a shark swimming in 
the back of his head.
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Allegheny’s liquor license
Future plans still unsure
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with the top of his head re-
placed with a shark swimming 
in water.

“I think this piece is critiqu-
ing the righteousness of imperi-
alist nations, because although 
Bush is signaling peace and 
prosperity, in the back of his 
mind he is focused on finding 
and eliminating a small, easy 
target similar to a shark in the 
water swimming with little fish,” 
Velez said. “This piece really 
criticizes the ability and reality 
of powerful countries exploiting 
smaller, weaker nations in times 
of vulnerability while posing as 
helpful and all-knowing.”

Other displays in the gallery 
showed Mock’s criticism of rac-
ism, marginalization, corporate 
greed, westernization, global 
politics, harming and environ-
mental issues. 

One of the pieces, entitled 
“Homeland Security,” showed 
the American flag tied up in 
thick chains with barbed wire 
across the white stripes of the 
flag.

Community Relations Man-
ager and cashier at Hatch Hol-
low Margaret West, ’19, believes 
that it is worth bringing topics 
that are discussed infrequently 
to a town like Meadville.

“Allegheny College is a big 
part of Meadville and adds a lot 
of diversity to the town,” West 
said. “When topics that aren’t 
discussed very often are made 
the reason of community en-
gagement then people are en-
couraged to add value and pres-

ent their unique perspectives 
and understanding.”

Fish added that the politically 
active and critical theme of the 
art gallery is especially relevant 
in the present due to the upcom-
ing midterm elections on Tues-
day, Nov. 7.

“I think this exhibition will 
be a nice way to get the com-
munity involved and thinking 
about their political viewpoints 
before a very important election 
in America’s recent history,” Fish 
said.

West added that events such 
as the art exhibition hosted by 
Hatch Hollow may not be every-
body’s preference, but are crucial 
for community building.

“From observing, I can see 
that many people who should be 
talking to one another are doing 
so at this art gallery,” West said. 
“For example, I just saw (Assis-
tant Professor of Art and Direc-
tor of Allegheny Art Galleries 
Paula Burleigh) and (Hatch Hol-
low Gallery Assistant Claire Kli-
ma, ’22) talking and discussing 
future collaborations between 
the gallery and the college.”

Fish said that Hatch Hollow 
has been hosting art exhibi-
tions since its storefront moved 
to Chestnut Street in February, 
2022 but that each event follows 
a different organizational format 
and features different artists and 
styles of art.

“Our first exhibition was an 
open call miniature art exhibi-
tion where around 40 different 
artists displayed their work,” 

Fish said. “Everyone submitted 
pieces that were eight inches or 
smaller.”

Fish added that multiple Al-
legheny students were involved 
in the event including Lauren 
Schrock, ’23, and President of 
the Student Art Society Heather 
Amancio, ’23.

Hatch Hollow also hosted an 
Allegheny Alumni art exhibi-
tion during Alumni Weekend in 
June.

“12 different Allegheny grad-
uates between 1976 to 2022 
participated in the gallery,” Fish 
said. 

Hatch Hollow also frequent-
ly collaborates with other small 
businesses and local organiza-
tions.

“We had a women’s themed 
art show that was coordinated 
by Women’s Services,” Fish said. 
We’ve hosted multiple retire-
ment parties and even book club 
meetings. It’s also common for 
us to have guest speakers and in-
formational forums for different 
causes.”

Fish said that Hatch Hollow 
will be hosting an Allegheny stu-
dents-only art exhibition shortly.

“Being an Allegheny student 
helped me make connections 
and establish myself quickly in 
town after graduating,” Fish said. 
“I feel it is important to offer the 
same opportunities and help 
that was given to me during my 
time as a student since it allowed 
me to own my own business at 
the age of 24.”
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Margaret West, ’19 (right) discusses Richard Mock’s artwork with other attendees at the art 
exhibition at Hatch Hollow on Friday, Nov. 4.
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Local guitarist and vocalist Rodger Montgomery provided live entertainment for guests at 
the art exhibition.

The future development of 
ALIC is guided by three goals.

“We would really like to see 
the new expanded version of 
the lab be a place where local 
companies can come to do re-
search and development,” Rich 
said. “We would also love to 
work on helping students build 
a vibrant little start-up culture in 
Meadville and make sure we are 
equipped to help students bring 
their biggest ideas to life. And we 
(want to explore how to) share 
the best of what Allegheny is 
with more people in an incredi-
bly affordable way that helps our 
community build resilience.”

Stinson said training both 
students and community mem-
bers will help ease shortages in  
western Pennsylvania’s techno-
logical professions.

“Our primary focus at first 
will always be students, but we 
believe there’s an opportunity to 
branch out to help the commu-
nity in that educational process 
as well,” Stinson said. 

Haddad added that the com-
munity partnership plans are 
still developing.

“We’re looking to partner 
with nonprofits specifically to 
think about how we can create 
a more sustainable and vibrant 
community,” Haddad said.

Additional programs housed 
in Reis could include the com-
puter science department and 
an interdisciplinary humanities 
department.

Both Stinson and Haddad 
said the development of the CBE 
is a long-term project that is still 
in its early stages.

“The idea is to develop a new 
home for the Center for Busi-
ness and Economics,” Haddad 
said. “We’re still trying to iden-
tify another partner that would 
be interested in helping us fund 
the project.”

Chair of the Business and 
Economics department Tomas 
Nonnenmacher said he was not 
aware of the RACP grant until he 
received the email sent to all fac-
ulty on Oct. 26, although he had 
had informal discussions with 
Stinson and President Ron Cole, 
’87, in the past about the future 
of the CBE.

“I’m not sure what direction 
the college will go in,” Nonnen-
macher wrote via email. “(Pre-

COVID), we had architects 
provide plans for renovating 
Quigley Hall or adding space 
onto it. The college may decide 
to do something like that or it 
may decide to build a new build-
ing.” 

Regardless of the specifics, 
Nonnenmacher hopes the CBE 
and the Law & Policy program 
will be granted their own promi-
nent communal spaces.

“There’s no real space that 
those programs occupy (cur-
rently), so there’s nothing you 
can show people and say that 
this is the space that represents a 
lot of the really good things we’re 
doing in the department,” Non-
nenmacher wrote.

Stinson and Cole have told 
Nonnenmacher that the Busi-
ness and Economics department 
will be involved in the deci-
sion-making process before any 
concrete changes occur.

Stinson said that, although 
he does not have training in 
construction, he thinks the Reis 
renovation will be underway by 
next summer or early fall. He 
anticipates it will not be a multi-
year project.

REIS from page 1
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Reis Hall, as seen from Brooks Walk. The hall was initally constructed in the early 20th cen-
tury to serve as the college’s library.

“I never expected that room 
checks would be held this way 
but I would prefer to be there 
when my room was being 
checked.”

Vladislav Poda, ’24, agreed, 
adding that student concerns 
must also be addressed along 
with RA concerns when consid-
ering health and safety inspec-
tions. 

“I think it’s a good idea to get 
the checks done timely within 
a week,” Poda said. “However, 
students should still be given the 
opportunity to schedule a time 
that works for them because 
they are just as busy as RAs. If 
students aren’t responsive then 
I don’t mind RAs entering the 
room.”

Assistant Dean of Residence 
Life Michael Grasso said that 
students had the option to reach 
out to their RAs and schedule a 
time that allowed both the res-
ident and the RA to be present 
during the room inspection.

“Our staff is very diligent and 
I’m sure they would be more 
than happy to accommodate res-
idents,” Grasso said.

Some RAs, like Head RA of 
Edwards Hall Michael Abraham, 
’24, have taken the initiative 
themselves to invite students to 
schedule times for room inspec-
tions.

“I sent an email to my res-
idents telling them what the 
procedure of the inspection is, 
the things I’ll be looking out for 
and that they should deal with 
any violations before the time I 
decided to conduct inspections,” 
Abraham said. “I also sent out 
a Google form that allowed my 
residents to schedule for a time. 
If they didn’t schedule a time, I 
followed the procedure high-
lighted in the initial email by 
Residence Life.”

The method in which health 
and safety inspections were con-
ducted this year was different 
from that of previous years.

“Last year we gave our staff a 
whole month to conduct checks 
and they would usually send 
their residents scheduling forms 
to set up a time for the checks,” 
Grasso said. “RAs weren’t in 
pairs last year and there was no 
inspection note left at the end of 
the inspection either. If students 
didn’t schedule, then RAs issued 
a master key from Public Safety 
and keyed in.”

What was different with the 
inspection method this year, 
Custer said, was that it enhanced 
efficiency and accountability and 
managed student and RA time.

“Having a whole month of 
checks is a lot to ask of RAs 
whose priority is being a stu-
dent, so we decided to employ a 
method in which the inspections 
are done in a shorter time frame 
and announcing the checks gave 
everyone time to sort themselves 
out,” Custer said. “Having checks 
in pairs and leaving inspection 
notes are both ways in which we 
ensure that there is accountabil-
ity and integrity throughout the 
whole process.”

Grasso said that if any viola-
tions were found they were indi-
cated on the inspection note left 
at the end of the inspection and 
if no violations are found then 
the note read “no violations.”

“The RAs will return after a 
week to the residents who have 
a violation to inspect whether or 
not it has been dealt with,” Gras-
so said.

Major violations such as un-
derage possession of alcohol and 
possession of drugs and para-
phernalia are reported directly 
to Dean of Students Trae Yeck-
ley.

“I have a chat with students 
who are referred to me by Res-
idence Life after room inspec-
tions about the violations that 
have been reported,” Yeckley 
said. “My goal is not to intimi-
date students but to help them so 
I make sure to provide them with 

the right resources and training 
to help them get through their 
situation.”

Yeckley said that this year, no 
student has been fined and that 
very few students have been re-
ferred to them as a result of the 
room inspections.

Yeckley added that Residence 
Life’s goal is to ensure that stu-
dents are happy with the space 
they occupy and that they want 
to help students rather than rep-
rimand them.

“We are always trying to find 
different ways to collaborate 
with the student body in making 
their residence experience more 
enriching during their time at 
Allegheny,” Yeckley said.

Grasso said that the new 
method of room inspections is 
part of the process of finding 
new ways to improve living on 
campus. He added that this was 
the first time the method was 
implemented and its effective-
ness will be measured.

“We are always looking to 
improve and we will continue 
to pursue the best practices and 
make sure that our staff and the 
students are equally comfort-
able,” Grasso said. “Having a 
system where RAs have the mas-
ter key and the ability to key in 
while as well as initially offering 
students a scheduling method 
is something that we would be 
open to in the future should it be 
the best possible option.”

INSPECTION from page 1

My goal is not to 
intimidate students but 
to help them so I make 
sure to provide them 
with the right resources 
and training to help 
them get through their 
situation.”

—TRAE YECKLEY
Interim Dean of Students, 

Allegheny College
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Editor’s Note: The weekly Crime Blotter is compiled using the Daily Crime Log available on the Office 
of Public Safety’s web page. Crimes reported may still be under investigation. 
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Eleven days after submitting 

the necessary paperwork to re-

turn from her leave, the suit says 

Mangine was fired, with the col-

lege citing “ongoing job perfor-

mance concerns.”

In August 2021, prior to be-

ing fired, Mangine filed a joint 

charge with the U.S. Equal Em-

ployment Opportunity Com-

mission — the federal agen-

cy responsible for enforcing 

anti-discrimination laws in the 

workplace — and the Pennsylva-

nia Human Rights Commission.  

After a year of investigation, the 

suit says that the EEOC provid-

ed Mangine a “Dismissal and 

Notice of Rights” letter. Accord-

ing to the EEOC, such a letter — 

also known as a “right-to-sue” 

— is sent “if EEOC is unable to 

conclude that there is reasonable 

cause to believe that discrimina-

tion occurred,” and permits the 

charging employee to file their 

own independent lawsuit.

In an email statement, Vice 

President for Enrollment Man-

agement Ellen Johnson con-

firmed that Mangine had filed 

the EEOC charge but declined 

to comment further, writing that 

the college does not comment 

on personnel matters or the de-

tails of legal proceedings.

“Ms. Mangine did file a claim 

with the U.S. Equal Employ-

ment Opportunity Commission 

against the College,” Johnson 

wrote in part. “The EEOC sum-

marily dismissed the charge and 

chose not to pursue it further. 

Ms. Mangine subsequently filed 

a lawsuit which is currently 

working its way through the le-

gal process.”

Mangine’s EEOC charge was 

one of three such complaints 

filed against the college between 

January 2021 and March 2022. In 

January 2021, Matthew Bocchi, 

’13, filed his first complaint with 

the agency related to allegations 

that his supervisors in the Office 

of Institutional Advancement 

were pressuring him to return to 

the office while he had an ADA 

accommodation to work from 

home. In March 2022, former 

Associate Professor of Chinese 

Xiaoling Shi filed a complaint in 

regards to the circumstances of 

her termination at the end of the 

last academic year.

However, Mangine’s com-

plaint is the first charge to see 

the inside of the courtroom. 

Though Bocchi’s complaint was 

refiled in April 2021 and he ob-

tained a “right-to-sue” that Au-

gust, he ultimately elected not 

to file a lawsuit. Shi’s charge is 

currently working through the 

EEOC’s process.

HKM Employment Attorneys 

did not respond to a request for 

comment.
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Cole talks student experience at ASG
By SAMI MIRZA

Editor-in-Chief
mirza01@allegheny.edu

President Ron Cole, ’87, ad-
dressed the Allegheny Student 
Government at their weekly 
General Assembly meeting on 
Tuesday, Nov. 8. As a part of 
their regular business, ASG vot-
ed to approve the college’s chap-
ter of the Food Recovery Net-
work as a club in the first of two 
rounds of voting, and reported 
adjustments to the financial 
forms used by clubs.

Cole, the guest speaker for 
the week, began with a prepared 
speech around 15 minutes in 
length. 

“I want to provide a brief up-
date on some of the questions 
and concerns that I’ve heard, 
including what we’re trying to 
do to follow up,” Cole told ASG. 
“You deserve to not only be able 
to share your ideas, concerns 
and questions, but you deserve 
to hear what we’re doing with 
that information.

In his remarks, Cole walked 
through a number of changes 
that he said have been made in 
response to student concerns he 
heard during listening sessions 
in his opening weeks as presi-
dent. On the topic of diversifying 
faculty, Cole said the college was 
adding a “pre-doctoral diversity 
fellowship program” and look-
ing to continue diversity teach-
ing fellowship programs. He also 
said that the college’s Student 
Life and Finance staff would be 
looking at making the college’s 
meal plans more flexible, though 
he stopped short of guaranteeing 

specific changes.
“I can’t promise any partic-

ular outcome and one thing I’ll 
repeat is (that) I’m going to try 
very hard to never make a prom-
ise I can’t keep,” Cole said. “This 
isn’t a promise about particu-
lar outcomes but it’s a promise 
that we are working to see what 
changes can be in place by spring 
semester.”

Cole acknowledged issues 
with the college’s internet ser-
vice. Last month, the campus’ 
WiFi had to be rebooted because 
of an issue with an 11-year-old 
controller located in the main 
network closet. Cole said that he 
had heard of issues with the in-
ternet back when he was Provost 
and Dean of the College, and 
that he had started to work on 
the issue back then.

“At that time our IT depart-
ment, under my leadership, 
started to build a plan to fully 
upgrade our network infrastruc-
ture,” Cole said. “That did get 
delayed a little bit from where I 
hoped we would be, but the work 
was begun last spring. If all goes 
as planned, I expect that there’ll 
be significant improvements in 
Wi-Fi and internet service by the 
start of the spring semester.”

Following his address, Cole 
took questions from the GA. In 
response to a question from Di-
rector of Community Relations 
William Lowthert, ’23, about the 
college’s enrollment picture — 
Provost and Dean of the College 
told ASG at their Nov. 1 meeting 
that the college had enrolled less 
than 300 students in the class 
of 2026 — Cole noted that the 

academic program review con-
ducted last year may have had an 
impact.

“Some of the changes that 
took place on campus around 
academic programs — which 
I shared with this group when 
I was provost — I think had an 
effect on campus spirit and mo-
rale,” Cole said. “Somehow, I 
think it had an influence on visi-
tors to campus. I think that it’s a 
variable, it’s not measurable, but 
I suspect that the way that the 
campus (felt) had an influence.”

Cole also noted that the col-
lege had hired admissions coun-
selors for the Pittsburgh, Wash-
ington D.C. and Baltimore areas, 
and asked students to positively 
represent the college to potential 
first-years.

“We’re going to ask your help 
to be ambassadors for Allegheny 
and ask your help to speak with 
pride about Allegheny to pro-
spective students,” Cole said.  “If 
you see them on campus, share 
your Allegheny experience. 
share your Allegheny story, I be-
lieve, as a college, while we have 
a lot of work to do, we can’t over-
look the great amount that we 
have to be proud of.”

Cole also acknowledged food 
insecurity among students.

“Students experiencing food 
insecurity is an unacceptable 
place for me for Allegheny Col-
lege,” . We thought we solved that 
a few years ago with our meal 
plans function, I’m not sure that 
was the case … We need to get to 
the root cause. It has something 
to do with our meal plan struc-
ture.”

Food came up again during 
ASG’s regular business, when 
the college’s chapter of the Food 
Recovery Network, a program 
aimed at redistributing uneaten 
food to local community cen-
ters, was put forth as a candidate 
to be an ASG-recognized club.

“We are going to be able to 
recover a lot of food,” Senator 
London Dejarnette, ’24, who 
leads the FRN chapter, told the 
GA. “They are wasting a lot of 
food in Brooks — like, substan-
tial amounts of food — and we 
all knew that, but when you see 
it really is a lot.”

The chapter was approved for 
its first round of voting, and will 
need to pass a second round of 
voting next week to become an 
ASG-recognized club.

During her cabinet report, 
Director of the Treasury Adriana 
Solis, ’23, announced changes to 
the financial forms used by clubs 
to access their funds.

“The finance request and the 
club budget forms will be com-
bined into one form, the credit 
card request will have its own 
form, and then the check request 
and reimbursement request will 
be combined into one form,” 
Solis said. “That’s just to make 
things easier for processing on 
my end, and also because a lot of 
the clubs have been complaining 
about all of the forms we use.

The Senate also approved 
$1,794.06 in spending, all from 
the General Fund.

ASG will hold its next GA on 
Tuesday, Nov. 15 at 7:30 p.m. in 
room 301/302 of the Henderson 
Campus Center.

November 7, 2022 
Criminal Mischief

Ravine Hall
Referred to Dean

By ROMAN HLADIO

Editor-in-Chief

hladior@allegheny.edu

Allegheny College has acquired 
a liquor license, raising ques-
tions of its use and how it could 
affect future student policy.

On Thursday, Nov. 3, The 
Meadville Tribune reported 
that the transfer of the liquor li-
cense of the former Mad Hatters 
Southwest Grill LLC to Alleghe-
ny College was approved by the 
Pennsylvania Liquor Control 
Board.

The cost of the transaction 
was $130,000, according to the 
PCLB application. The Mead-
ville Tribune reported that since 
the license was transferred be-
tween two entities in the same 
municipality, the PCLB required 
no public hearing.

The college had tried in the 
spring to purchase a license 
from West Mead township and 
transfer it to the college’s ad-
dress in Meadville. However, the 
Meadville City Council voted 
down the transfer 5-0, stating 
the transfer would “negatively 
and adversely affect the welfare, 
health, peace, and morals of 
the municipality of the City of 
Meadville and its residents,” ac-
cording to previous reporting by 
The Campus 

Johnson said she had only 
heard of positive experiences 
and feedback from students, fac-

ulty and staff who attended alco-
hol-serving events throughout 
the previous academic year.

“The advice given at that 
meeting was to wait and apply 
for a license that was already 
within the city’s jurisdiction, 
which is exactly what we did,” 
said Vice President for Enroll-
ment Management Ellen John-
son.

The college previously used 
the license of Parkhurst Dining 
— Allegheny’s previous food 
service provider — to host the 
pop-up pub in Reis Hall’s “The 
Sycamore” events and the beer 
garden at the Robertson Athletic 
Complex.

Johnson referred to obtaining 
a liquor license as “the next step.”

“There are many colleges 
across the country who have 
permanent pub spaces on their 
campuses, so we would also look 
to best practices from other in-
stitutions on how to do it in the 
way that’ll work for our commu-
nity as well,” Johnson said.

Johnson specified that the 
address of the Henderson Cam-
pus Center is attached to the li-
cense, though decisions about 
the creation of a permanent, al-
cohol-serving space are yet to be 
made.

“I would anticipate that this 
spring, we’ll bring together a 
group of folks to do that,” John-
son said. “We absolutely will 
look for student input into the 

process, so this isn’t administra-
tion making a decision for stu-
dents, or for the community, we 
would be looking at opportuni-
ties for community engagement 
in the process and making a de-
termination as to what we want 
the space to be, how we want to 
move forward.”

The current alcohol policy on 
campus states that no student, 
regardless of age, is permitted to 
have an alcoholic beverage “in 
any non-residential building, 
outside, and in any public areas 
of residential buildings includ-
ing porches, corridors, lounges, 
study rooms, and bathrooms 
except when written approval 
is received in advance from the 
Dean of Students,” and that open 
containers of alcohol are strictly 
prohibited outside of residential 
rooms and houses or approved 
events.

Policy further notes, though, 
that “in accordance with state 
law, alcoholic beverages may not 
be sold on campus except by li-
censed vendors.”

ASG Co-Directors of Student 
Affairs Cam Lesher, ’24, wrote 
in an email to The Campus that 
they were not sure how a liquor 
license may interact or modify 
those policies.

“I also find it jarring to think 
that student organizations or 
FSL might be able to go through 
the college to sell alcohol,” Lesh-
er wrote. “Current ASG policies 

do not allow club funds to be 
used for the purchase of alco-
hol, but with changes made to 
the college policies, discussions 
about what ASG might do could 
come up.”

Johnson said there will be a 
conversation about changes to 
the student handbook and poli-
cy in the future when the college 
begins rolling things out.

Although the up-front ex-
pense for the license seems large, 
Johnson explained, the college 
expects to reap long term bene-
fits from it.

The license provides the col-
lege the opportunity to not only 
serve alcohol, but also operate as 
their own catering entity, which 
Johnson said could potential-
ly allow for pop-up events like 
“The Sycamore” to occur with-
out having to spend excess funds 
on third-party vendors.

Johnson also explained that 
with the license, Allegheny also 
has the opportunity to reach be-
yond the college’s borders.

“Ultimately, the goal is that 
by having the liquor license, 
both it’s part of our overall com-
munity engagement and oppor-
tunities for students, and in the 
long run, there may be oppor-
tunities to open up to the larger 
Meadville community at sport-
ing events to make revenue as 
well,” Johnson said.
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Int’l education month: reporting live from the simulation
How grading standards create an alternate reality

'Ye' or nay?Roae's glass 'House'

By SYDNEY EMERSON
Opinion Editor
emersons@allegheny.edu

We’re living in a simulation. It took me 
a long time to realize that — some peo-
ple never do. It’s not easy to recognize 
that your every move is choreographed, 
examined and judged, nor does it feel 
good to notice that you are being con-
trolled and there’s very little you can 
do about it. Even when people are no 
longer under the rule of the simulation, 
they still perpetuate it. They still value it 
and ensure its longevity. We all partici-
pate and think we are right to do so — it 
is The Way Things Are Done, the only 
option.

The simulation is a report card. 
On the first day of my ninth grade 

biology class, my teacher proudly told 
us that a lot of the students who take 
his class fail it. They need to take it 
over again and make up their Keystone 
exam — the Pennsylvania state science 
exam — in tenth grade. He was proud 
of this statistic — to him and many oth-
ers it seemed to prove that his class was 
challenging. Ninth-grade biology was 
not for the faint of heart; it was the great 
battle that we all must fight to graduate 
from high school, the fire in which our 
iron wills would be forged. I existed in 
a state of mild humming panic all year, 
constantly worried about my grades, 
putting in hours of studying only to 
watch as they paid off much less than 
expected. 

I bent over backwards to eke out my 
A in that class. In theory, I should’ve 
felt proud or, at the very least, good. In-
stead, all I felt was exhausted and frus-
trated.

Education is supposed to prepare 
you for life, to teach you how to be a hu-
man being. On a highly practical level, 
this includes learning how to cooperate 
with others, how to problem-solve, how 
to think critically and how to produce 
quality work in one’s future field. Yet, we 
continue to operate in a scheme of as-
signments, quizzes and exams, all gov-
erned by domineering twin dictators: 
the 100-point scale and the letter-grade 
scale. We continue to perpetuate a 
framework that is not even remotely 
applicable to the terrifying “real world” 
— the horror! — of which students are 
constantly forewarned. 

The American system of education 
forces students to suspend their disbe-
lief and pretend that what they’re doing 
day in and day out matters to their fu-
tures beyond the GPA that will osten-
sibly get them into college. They must 
constantly make-believe that, outside 
of the classroom, they will need to do 
calculus under time pressure without 
a calculator; that they will regularly 
need to write three essays in two hours 
by hand with no resources beyond the 
prompt given to them and their own 
memories.

Any person, upon realizing that the 
work they do day after day is a series of 
futile tasks designed to please some in-
visible overlord or greater system, will 

become — quite reasonably, I might add 
— miserable. And so student motiva-
tion plummets and pessimism skyrock-
ets. This is why extrinsic motivation so 
often fails. It does not offer any tangible 
benefit other than the hollow applause 
of currency. It does not stoke passion or 
creativity. It does not inspire. It creates 
despondent workhorses and “slackers.” 
Incidentally, this is also how students 
are often described: unmotivated, lazy, 
poor workers. Few stop to consider that 
the problem may not lie with the stu-
dents but rather with the system that 
fosters this attitude.

In high school — and even still in 
college — I could not help but con-
stantly be struck by the utter meaning-
lessness of most of the work that we 
were forced to do. Teachers inundated 
us with worksheets, scavenger hunts, 
short-response questions and exam af-
ter exam to round out their gradebooks. 
Some even distributed “easy points” 
assignments to boost faltering grades, 
which was marketed as some sort of 
mercy. 

Education professionals, teachers 
and administrators alike, are trained 
to view quantitative measurements as 
the ultimate gauge of educational suc-
cess: AP scores, SAT and ACT scores, 
Presidential Fitness percentiles, GPAs 
and statewide school rankings. As 
such, they do not concern themselves 
with actual student comprehension or 
growth. This system ends up privileging 
students who test better, even if they do 
not necessarily come to understand or 

learn anything throughout their course-
work. It privileges students like me.

I somehow scored a 3 on the AP Cal-
culus exam and passed my class with an 
A. At the time I was in the class, I could 
barely explain to you what I was doing, 
let alone why. Today, calculus looks like 
a foreign language to me. But I test well 
— I have a good short-term memory 
and knack for pattern recognition. This 
was enough to make me look on paper 
like a decent — perhaps even promising 
— calculus student. I, of course, would 
never self-identify as such, not even 
while I was taking the class. 

Likewise, I passed ninth-grade bi-
ology with an A and got an Advanced 
on my Keystone. To this day, all I can 
plumb from the depths of my brain 
about biology is that mitochondria is 
the powerhouse of the cell. 

Traditional grading practices en-
able the education system to continue 
to avoid actually educating students. It 
inhibits real learning and prevents stu-
dents from ever mastering the art of in-

trinsic motivation, instead training gen-
eration after generation to rely solely on 
external praise and rewards to fuel their 
work and curiosity. Good grades do not 
indicate proficiency, bad grades do not 
indicate failure and a lack of motiva-
tion on a student’s part does not make 
them apathetic. On the contrary, an 
awareness of the problems with testing 
and grading, while headache inducing, 
means that a student cares an awful lot 
about what they do in school every day. 

Every day that we continue to ac-
cept our current testing and grading 
practices, we spontaneously consent to 
an inhumane and illogical system that 
runs counterintuitive to all education 
can and should be. It’s time we refuse to 
cooperate — whether it be abolishing 
traditional grading in our classrooms or 
questioning our educators’ grading and 
testing policies. It’s time that we free 
ourselves from the simulation.

November is International Education 
Month. This op-ed is part of  a month-
long series on education.

By NOELLE MERTZ-BRUCE

Contributing Writer

mertzbrucen@allegheny.edu

Basically everyone with internet access 
knows about the most recent scandal 
surrounding Ye, the artist formerly 
known as Kanye West. Due to various 
antisemitic remarks made by the con-
troversial artist, Adidas cut ties with 
Ye. To say the least, I am not surprised. 
Disappointed, maybe, but not sur-
prised in the slightest. Ye has been on 
a downward spiral since his infamous 
bid for attention at the MTV Video Mu-
sic Awards of 2009, where he stole the 
microphone from Taylor Swift during 
her acceptance speech for winning Best 
Video by a Female Artist. At that time, 
people just labeled him as a typical ego-
tistical celebrity and rolled with it, qui-
etly dismissing his behavior as eccentric 
or even humorous. However, I don’t 
think his actions, which have only got-
ten progressively worse over the years, 
can or should be dismissed anymore. 
We cannot continue to accept bad be-
havior from public figures simply be-
cause they are rich. Ye is a deeply unwell 
man who needs help, and accountability 
should be the first step towards healing.

Though his first big scandal hap-
pened at those 2009 VMAs, many of 
the escalations in Ye’s behavior began 
around the time of the Trump presi-
dency. He openly voiced his support 
for Donald Trump and even made a 
strange bid for the presidency himself, 
gunning for office in the 2020 election 
with virtually no success. Since then, he 
has only sunk deeper into far-right ide-
ologies, but these views are not entire-
ly new for him, as he commented back 
in 2018 that he believed slavery was a 
choice. 

It was at the time of his brief pres-
idential run that I believe one of his 
most upsetting and concerning actions 
took place: Ye broke down in tears on 
stage during a campaign speech and 
shouted about almost aborting his first 
child, North West. After watching that 
video for the first time back in 2020, 
I couldn’t help but wonder how his 
daughter would feel when she saw it 
and had to hear her father yell “I almost 
killed my daughter!” to a shocked au-
dience. I imagine that her mother, Kim 
Kardashian, would do everything in her 
power to keep the viral video from her, 
but unfortunately, those that lead ce-
lebrity lifestyles have little control over 
what they’re exposed to.

Though it’s up for debate whether 
his actions are a cry for attention or a 
cry for help, it is unacceptable to drag 
his own child into it, especially in such 
a volatile and damaging way. Whether 
he is aware of it or not, I believe that his 
words will affect North for the rest of 
her life.

This is not the only way that he 
has caused irreparable damage to his 
family. During his divorce from Kar-
dashian, he exhibited some extremely 
concerning behavior that was abusive 
in nature. Despite the glaringly obvious 
warning signs, his actions were gener-
ally dismissed by the public. He would 
start fights with Kardashian’s then-boy-
friend, Pete Davidson, and would make 
ominous and threatening statements 
about him on social media, even en-
couraging hatred towards the come-
dian from his own fan base. He would 
even go so far as to post screenshots of 
private text messages from Kardashian 
and Davidson, both of whom regularly 
pleaded with him to consider how his 
actions would affect all of their lives, 
especially the lives of his own children.

Ye seemed to think that he and his 
wife would eventually get back togeth-
er, as he outright denied the divorce 
initially, tried to win her back through 
grand romantic gestures, alarmingly 
purchased the house across the street 
from her and even implied that Pete 
Davidson was the one at fault for their 
separation. Luckily, this phase in Ye’s 
downward spiral seems to have died 
down. However, the damage cannot be 
undone. In an Instagram post which has 

since been deleted from his account, he 
shared a text message from Kim Kar-
dashian which said, “U are creating a 
dangerous and scary environment and 
someone will hurt Pete and this will all 
be your fault.” You cannot come back 
from making a loved one fear you.

As I continue to reflect on the scan-
dals surrounding Ye’s ongoing mental 
health crisis, I feel an obligation to bring 
up another public figure that fell from 
grace in the midst of their own mental 
health crisis: Britney Spears.

The former pop star had her own 
series of concerning behaviors in the 
late 2000s, including reckless driving, 
attacking paparazzi, breaking down in 
interviews, and shaving her head. For 
all of these things and more, Britney 
Spears became a public joke. News out-
lets and tabloids mocked her for years, 
shamelessly dragging her through the 
mud as the “crazy” girl who couldn’t get 
it together. She never got an ounce of 
privacy or sympathy, only ridicule and 
judgment. Though her mental health 
struggles are now recognized in 2022, 
the suffering that she was subjected to 
during the darkest times of her life will 
stay with her forever.

Compare that to how the public has 
treated Ye. His actions may be ridiculed 
as scandalous or “crazy” as well, but not 
at the same level of scrutiny as Britney 
Spears. It is not a coincidence that a 
young and vulnerable woman has faced 
far more consequences than a success-
ful yet troubled man. While Spears lost 
everything at the time of her break-
down, Ye maintains a strong fan base 
of support because I believe too few 
people are taking his behavior serious-
ly. Instead of being dragged through the 
mud, he’s being brushed off as another 
oddball celebrity that’s allowed to do 
and say whatever he wants. But we need 
to start recognizing what is happening.

Ye is self-destructing. He needs help. 
But that does not mean that his actions 
and words should go without conse-
quence. Though his deeply disturbing 
behavior can be explained by his on-
going mental health struggles, it does 
not excuse the path of destruction he is 
continuing to forge. Explanation is not 
justification. Ye needs help. But first, 
he needs to be held accountable for the 
damage he has done.

By DANIELLE GIBSON

Contributing Writer
gibson02@allegheny.edu

Bradley Roae, who represents District 6 
in the Pennsylvania House of Represen-
tatives, was up for re-election on Nov. 8. 
My critical judgment of Roae as a candi-
date comes not from his party, but from 
his tendency to mislead.

Roae has recently been the subject of 
controversy over his Facebook activity. 
His posts tend to boldly argue positions 
in paragraphs followed by a rhetorical 
question and often include doubtful 
statements on topics ranging from cli-
mate change to gender in sports. To me, 
this method is too divisive; he is better 
off making his arguments through care-
ful consideration of evidence on these 
issues. 

Recently on Oct. 18, Roae compared 
the uptick in deaths caused by fentanyl 
from Donald Trump's last year in office 
to Joe Biden's first and placed the blame 
solely on what he implied was Biden's 
passivity on illegal migrants from Mexi-
co. The Cato Institute says 86.3% of fen-
tanyl trafficking incidents involve U.S. 
citizens, and 90% of seizures occur at 
legal checkpoints. Roae said this with-
out considering data from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention that 
show the already increasing overdose 
trend rose by 30% from 2019 to 2020, 
spurred by the effects of the pandemic.

Roae was misguided on this issue, 
but Biden has not proved able to less-
en the problem of fentanyl overdoses. I 
don’t appreciate his jumping to “illegal 
immigrants,” which could be used to 
satisfy racists, but I do not believe that 
particularly dangerous drugs should be 
decriminalized. 

In August, Roae prematurely claimed 
that the administrators at a Florida high 
school painted over a student's park-
ing space design simply because it said 
"Back the Blue'' and used this assertion 
to argue for school choice. The stu-
dent's design was not the one she was 
approved to do, so the school removed 
it. At no point did the school oppose the 
police or restrict the student's right to 
undisruptive free expression on school 
grounds.

The school was right in their policy, 
as it protects against indecency, and the 
student had a right to paint what she 
did. However, it is not alright as a leader 
to make hasty assumptions. Politicians 
should not join in the “industry of out-
rage.” 

A post on Sept. 22 displayed a graph 
with levels of degree attainment and 
median yearly earnings of younger full-
time workers. Roae asked: "if a person 
with a Bachelor’s degree makes $23,000 
a year more than a high school gradu-
ate, couldn’t they use that extra $23,000 
a year to pay their student loan?"

I have to say that I was both confused 
and frustrated with this statement. He 
did not take into account the several 
factors impacting college graduates’ dif-
ficulties in their repayment of debt, such 
as interest rates, skyrocketing housing 
prices, inflation, and job outlooks after 
graduation. Ignoring inflation in all ar-
eas while campaigning with a platform 
that criticizes opponents for their role 
in it does not make someone look good. 
I understand that some majors might 
not have good prospects, but for profes-
sional, vital careers and those in need of 
much aid, exorbitant costs should not 
be a burden. 

Roae mentioned that a Pennsylvania 
Democratic representative "sent out a 
memo looking for support on a piece 
of legislation that would allow con-
victed felons who are currently in jail 
to vote." This was not misinformation, 
and I agree that you lose civic rights — 
not civil, but civic — while imprisoned. 
The problem occurs after an incarcer-
ated person completes their sentence. 
Hundreds of thousands of people face 
voting and employment challenges af-
ter imprisonment for small, non-violent 
drug offenses.

I also expressed concern over his 
mentioning Governor Tom Wolf 's veto 
of Markie's Law. We need to protect our 
communities from violent crime, but 
we must not forget to do so construc-
tively and justly. If you go after crime 
arbitrarily and do not consider the po-
tential for personal development, you 
forget the humanity of your fellows, and 
the jailing system results in failure. This 
is what happened to create the shameful 
incarceration crisis we have now. 

Roae gives some inaccurate state-
ments, and although I agree with him 
on some things — not all, but some — I 
do not believe that a person who will-
fully misguides the public that they are 
supposed to lead should be re-elected. 
Unfortunately, the re-election of such 
individuals has been a prominent trend 
in our nation. I do not judge Roae as 
a person, but a politician — and I ask 
that readers do the same. We cannot 
condone misinformation under any cir-
cumstances.

Ye is a deeply unwell man 
who needs help, and 
accountability should be the 
first step towards healing.” 

—NOELLE MERTZ-BRUCE 
Class of 2023

The American system of education forces students to 
suspend their disbelief and pretend that what they’re doing 
day in and day out matters to their futures beyond the GPA 
that will ostensibly get them into college."

—SYDNEY EMERSON 
Class of 2023
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Science/International Writer
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The Global Education de-
partment is set to host its first 
post-pandemic Passport Fair 
on Nov. 16 in the Henderson 
Campus Center. All Allegheny 
students have the opportunity 
to apply for a passport for free, 
saving $180 in fees.

After being shut down for 
the past few years, Brita Doyle, 
assistant dean for global edu-
cation, plans to restart a series 
of study away events that make 
the program more accessible 
for all students.

“Allegheny College really 
feels that all students should 
be able to travel abroad,” Doyle 
said. “The world is back open 
and we want to encourage stu-
dents to be ready for opportu-
nities that present themselves.”

The Passport Fair will take 
place from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Stu-
dents need to sign up online for 
a timeslot. Information about 
signing up is posted on the 
Global Education department’s 
website.

While the college covers the 
cost of applying for a passport, 
students will need to bring 
three documents to their ap-
pointment: an original birth 
certificate, a completed appli-
cation form available at the col-
lege post office and a govern-
ment-issued photo ID. 

Doyle explained that the 
application process is pretty 
straightforward. 

“At the event, you’ll come 
at your time slot,” Doyle said. 
“(The post office clerks) will re-
view those documents and take 
the application and then the 
student is done.” 

After turning in their form, 
students get their passport pho-
to taken. The post office then 
sends the forms to the State 
department and students will 
receive their passports in the 
mail, Doyle explained.

“It can seem like an over-
whelming bureaucratic pro-
cess,” Doyle said. “By bringing 
the passport clerks from the 
post office to the campus and 
by funding the cost of the pass-
port for students, what I hope is 
that we are making it a lot easi-
er for students to get a passport, 
so that they are that much clos-
er to the next step of gaining an 
international experience.”

To Doyle, studying abroad 
is one of the most enriching 
things a student can do during 
their time in college.

“You can learn a lot about 
yourself as well by going to 
another country and being re-
moved from all of your normal 
surroundings,” Doyle said. “It’s 
during those experiences that 
I think students gain an ability 
to handle ambiguity, they learn 
to be more flexible, they learn 
to navigate difficult situations, 
they learn to work with folks 
from different backgrounds 
and perspectives from their 
own.”

Faythe Shulte, ’23, attested 
to the positive benefits of study-
ing abroad. Double majoring 
in French and Environmental 
Science, Shulte spent her spring 
2022 semester studying in Par-
is, France, through Boston Uni-
versity’s Paris internship pro-
gram. 

“It’s really hard to put into 
words how amazing — and, 
it’s cheesy, but — life-changing 
study away was,” Shulte said. “I 
learned so much more about 
myself and about not only who 
I am as a person, but where 
I’d like to go in life. It was just 
amazing to immerse myself in 
a language and culture that I 
love.”

Shulte added that going 

into college she had planned 
to study abroad, it was just a 
matter of choosing where. She 
already had a passport before 
coming to Allegheny, but many 
of her friends did not. Shulte 
remarked how crowded the 
Passport Fair was during her 
first year.

“It was so popular,” Shul-
te said, gesturing towards the 
campus center lobby. “This 
whole area was filled with peo-
ple getting passports.”

However, studying abroad is 
not the only reason for students 
to get their passports. Class of 
2026 President Sam Ault ex-
plained that, although they are 
attending the fair, as of right 
now they have no intention of 
studying away.

“I’m not actively attempt-
ing to study away but I would 
love to not have to pay for my 
passport,” Ault said. “Also, as a 
PA resident, I can’t fly with my 
driver’s license.”

Ault explained that getting 
their passport serves a number 
of purposes. Primarily, they 
can use it to fly domestically. 
They also plan to use it to travel 
abroad in the future. However, 
Ault was quite firm in their de-
cision to stay at Allegheny in-
stead of studying abroad.

“Do I want to leave cam-
pus?” Ault asked. “I love it 
here.”

Lydia Wagner, ’26, howev-
er, has been set on studying 
abroad since she began looking 
into colleges.

“That (study away program) 
is one of the reasons why I 
choose to come here,” Wagner 
said. “I was really happy with 
the amount of programs they 
have available for students.”

Wagner has already begun 
to look into which program she 
might attend. Right now, her 
frontrunner is the environmen-
tal science trip to Costa Rica. 

“I think that will be a real-
ly fun experience for me to be 
able to immerse myself like that 
in environmental science and 
Spanish,” Wagner said.

Much like Ault, Wagner 
mentioned that the fee savings 
convinced her to sign up.

“I was really intrigued by the 
fact that they would be waiving 
the fee,” Wagner said. “That’s a 
pretty big savings so I’m going 
to have to do this.”

Ault and Wagner are not the 
only ones taking advantage of 
this event. Thus far, 61 students 
have signed up for the passport 
fair, according to Global Edu-

cation’s sign-up sheet. That is 
approximately $10,890 worth 
of passports being covered by 
the President’s Office. However, 
there are still numerous spots 
open. Doyle explained that the 
goal of the event is to help as 
many students as possible, so 
there is no cap on the number 
of people attending.

“We want to remove one of 
the barriers (to study abroad) 

for those students,” Doyle said. 
“As many students as we are 
able to schedule to come be-
tween nine and three that day 
are able to get passports.”

This is not the only thing that 
the Global Education depart-
ment is doing to help students. 
Doyle explained that with the 
world opening back up, the de-
partment plans to restart many 
of their annual events that were 
put on hold during COVID.

“I will continue to hold 
general education sessions at 
the beginning of each semes-
ter,” Doyle said. “In the next 
academic year, we will be re-
instating our study abroad fair 
… These are the types of things 
that we are relaunching now 
that the world is opening back 
up.”

She emphasized that study 
abroad is an opportunity that 
every student should consid-
er. For those on the fence as to 
whether or not to travel, Doyle 
said they should meet with her 
to talk it out.

“The Global Education de-
partment is here to help pre-
pare students for their experi-
ence,” Doyle said. “Come talk 
to me and ask questions and 
help me understand what your 
doubts are. I’m happy to talk 
with students about the cir-
cumstances they are in, in their 
personal, professional, and aca-
demic lives here and help see if 
it is a possibility.”

She added that no matter 
what a student studies, there is 
a way for them to study abroad. 

“With some careful plan-
ning, students can study abroad 
no matter what their major is,” 
Doyle said.

Shulte agreed, explaining 
that Allegheny makes it “eco-
nomically feasible” for students 
to travel abroad.

“If you have the opportuni-
ty and it works, take it,” Shul-
te said. “There are a whole lot 
of different scholarships and 
things like that which made 
study away, for me, less expen-
sive than being at Allegheny for 
a semester.”
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Global Education restarts 
annual Passport Fair

There are a whole lot of different scholarships 
and things like that which made study away, for 
me, less expensive than being at Allegheny for a 
semester.” 

—FAYTHE SHULTE 
Class of 2023

Scan here for information 
on how to sign up for the 

Passport Fair!

Special from  The Campus:
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By EVELYN ZAVALA

Staff  Writer

zavala01@allegheny.edu

The Honor Committee is re-

sponsible for upholding aca-

demic integrity at Allegheny 

College. While it is a big part 

of maintaining honesty among 

students, students do not come 

across the committee often and 

have limited information about 

their responsibilities. 

Dean for Student Success 

Ian Binnington is the admin-

istrative adviser to the Honor 

Committee. Binnington ex-

plained that potential honor 

code violations are reviewed 

by the students on the Honor 

Committee, who investigate the 

situation and make a recom-

mendation about whether the 

student is responsible. Binning-

ton added that the assignment 

of penalties is between himself 

and the involved faculty mem-

ber without the involvement of 

students from the committee. 

However, the College Stan-

dards Board ultimately decides 

if the infraction occurred. 

“I think it is actually a very 

powerful thing to have a peer 

group hold a peer group re-

sponsible,” Binnington said. 

“The typical student who faces 

an honor code violation proba-

bly waited until the last minute, 

procrastinated, got bad advice 

from a friend. I have rarely seen 

a student who set out to cheat 

their way through a class.” 

According to Binnnington, 

typical penalties for honor code 

violations include grade penal-

ties, which are assigned by the 

associated faculty member, and 

failure of the class. 

“From an institutional sanc-

tion point of view we have four 

levels and most students are in 

the first two levels,” Binnington 

said. “Most students will be at 

a warning which indicates that 

they have done something the 

institution has taken notice of. 

Probation is more serious and 

means you are not in good 

standing with the institution, 

which means there are certain 

things that you may not be al-

lowed to continue doing.” 

Assistant Professor of 

Chemistry and Faculty Advis-

er to the Honor Committee 

Matt Betush described that on 

the faculty side of honor code 

violations, they have to submit 

a form containing information 

about the situation and the as-

signments in question. 

“I would say, in my experi-

ence, students who I have sus-

pected have done something 

are usually already in a pre-

carious situation,” Betush said. 

“I had a case where I had two 

students who were not doing 

well and were not found re-

sponsible but we had a month 

or two left of class. Our low 

level of communication after 

that continued so the students 

weren’t coming to office hours 

and only communicating with 

me in class and lab.”

Honor Committee Chair 

Raegan Myers, ’23, described 

her experience as a student in 

the Honor Committee. 

“I think there is a very pu-

nitive vibe around the honor 

committee,” Myers said. “Peo-

ple’s initial perspective is that 

we’re out to get students when 

in reality we are the lifeline be-

tween students and professors, 

and it is our job to facilitate and 

give students the opportunity 

to defend themselves.” 

Since the implementation 

of the honor code in 1962, stu-

dents have been able to vote on 

whether they want the system 

to continue, and the Honor 

Committee improves the honor 

code according to the needs of 

students. 

According to Binnington, 

one of the biggest issues being 

discussed by the committee 

currently is equity. 

“There is a national trend to-

wards certain demographics of 

students being accused of hon-

or code violations more fre-

quently than others,” Binning-

ton said. “These are most likely 

to be students of color but also 

more likely to be men.” 

Myers said that currently 

Black men are currently over-

represented in their cases. My-

ers is working on drafting a 

proposal to the committee and 

to the administration to talk 

about ways to tackle this issue 

from multiple angles. 

“Part of the reason why I 

wanted to become chair was be-

cause I wanted to have a more 

active role in making sure that 

this doesn’t happen anymore,” 

Myers said. “As a person of col-

or at a predominantly white in-

stitution, I think a lot of people 

of color are taught socially to 

not stand up for themselves.” 

Myers said that among the 

problems with the honor code 

policy, one of the biggest is that 

it is not up to date and written 

for modern-day students. The 

committee is currently in the 

process of revising and clari-

fying the code so that students 

understand what is expected of 

them. 

“A lot of the content doesn’t 

really apply to things we have 

now and there isn’t a good pro-

vision about what is acceptable 

and not acceptable for remote 

learning, which is something 

we have to consider now,” My-

ers said. “Last year when we 

were deliberating on cases, we 

kept finding little loopholes in 

the code about citations, which 

means that the code is not writ-

ten clearly enough.”

Despite the flaws of the hon-

or code, Myers believes that 

students in the committee are 

really passionate about stu-

dents and making sure their 

voices are heard.

“The goal is not to ensue 

guilt in other people,” Myers 

said. “The goal is to make sure 

that if you do make a mistake 

that you learn and move on 

from it.”

W h o  i s  t h e  A l l e g h e n y  H o n o r  C o m m i t t e e ?

We are the lifeline 
between students 
and professors, and it 
is our job to facilitate 
and give students the 
opportunity to defend 
themselves..” 

—RAEGAN MYERS, ’23

By SARAH BRAMMELL

Comedy Columnist

brammells@allegheny.edu

A seven-foot long Swedish king 

cobra escaped its terrarium in 

the Skansen Aquarium on Sat-

urday, Oct. 22. The cobra slith-

ered out through a light fixture, 

only to later return to its en-

closure of its own free will on 

Sunday after being found in the 

walls by X-ray machines. Al-

legheny College Public Safety 

has announced that they will be 

using similar methods in order 

to ensure that former President 

Hilary Link does not try to re-

turn to what was previously her 

office.

“We check the vents nightly 

using an X-ray machine that 

we bought with your parking 

fines,” one officer reported. As 

of yet, Link has not been caught 

trying to make a covert return.

A man was removed from a 

Stanford University dormitory 

last Thursday after living there 

for 10 months while pretend-

ing to be a student. The man, 

found in the dorm’s basement, 

had evidently done this before 

in Dec. 2021. Allegheny Col-

lege combats similar acts by not 

only making the dorm base-

ments dank and disgusting, 

but by keeping the dorm rooms 

uninhabitable as well. Stanford, 

as of yet, has not reached out to 

Allegheny to find out what ex-

actly makes students terrified 

of staying in campus residence 

halls, but we will let you know 

as soon as they do.

The scariest thing that hor-

ror author Stephen King had 

to do this Halloween was con-

front the shapeshifting clown 

from outer space that is now 

prowling Twitter: Elon Musk. 

Musk recently decided that he, 

for some reason, had to be the 

one to take “The Stand” for free 

speech, and bought the social 

media platform. It is not shap-

ing up to be “A Good Marriage.” 

He plans to charge $8 a month 

to anyone who wants to play 

“Finders Keepers” with their 

blue verification check mark, 

which caused Musk and King 

to have a textual confrontation 

on Monday. “The Dark Tower” 

that Musk sits atop of could 

not be reached for comment. 

If “Mr. Mercedes” does provide 

The Campus with a quote on 

his plans for Twitter at a “Lat-

er” date, our readers will be the 

first to know.

As more and more work-

places require their employees 

to come into the office, pro-

ductivity has plummeted. The 

Bureau of Labor Statistics re-

ported this is the worst decline 

in workplace productivity the 

U.S. has seen since the 1940s. 

Allegheny College is experi-

encing a similar phenomenon: 

Almost no one feels like they 

know what they’re doing after 

being stuck in a pandemic and 

shunted through an incredi-

bly turbulent period in world 

history, so they have turned to 

doing nothing at all. We here 

at The Campus would like to 

recognize that you all are trying 

your best.

Funny business

ACROSS

3. These guys are often thought to be put 

up in corn fields to scare away birds, but a 

lot of modern-day farmers tend to put up 

a scare gun instead

10. Do you remember the 21st night of 

this month?

11. This is a fall staple at Starbucks and the 

subject of posts with #PSLLife

14. A lot of people like to watch this sport 

on Thanksgiving

16. A common mammal that is known for 

eating nuts and having large teeth

17. These are the seeds that come from oak 

trees

DOWN

1. This fungus is often used in fall-themed 

decorations

2. A staple in classical antiquity, especially 

relating to “the first Thanksgiving,” the 

cornucopia is also called this

4. As stated in the TV show ‘Brooklyn 99,’ 

“The pilgrims were ___ and turkey tastes 

like napkins.”

5. This word refers to something that is “of 

autumn”

6. This popular autumn gourd used for 

carving and pie-making is actually a fruit

7. The gathering of crops

8. A delicious pie one can have on Thanks-

giving, although my mother insists it is a 

“Christmas pie”

9. During the autumnal ___, the sun 

shines directly on the equator and the 

northern and southern hemispheres re-

ceive the same amount of daylight

12. A popular fall drink made from apples

13. Macy’s sponsors one of these every 

Thanksgiving day

15. These fall from pine trees, and are 

often considered seeds; in actuality, they 

are a vessel for the seeds, and therefore, a 

fruit!

Fall into this cozy crossword!
We know it’s cheesey; be glad it wasn’t “Au-tumnble”

By KALEIGH WHITE
Contributing Cruciverbalist
whitek2@allegheny.edu



By ELANOR BONTA

Features Writer

bonta01@allegheny.edu

Behind the quiet atmosphere of Mead-

ville’s local businesses is a raging war. 

A Nerf war, to be exact. Started by 

Cory Rogers, business owner of The 

Niche, Cup N Spoon owner Michelle 

Diedricks was quick to follow suit, and 

now many of the downtown shops 

have become involved in the escapade.

“It was Cory and myself that started 

it,” Diedricks said. “Then we included 

Megan from the Salty Spa. And then 

we added Cross Home Care. Kristen’s 

Cookies next. And it wasn’t like we 

added, it was more of a, ‘who should 

we ambush next?’ and, ‘who do we 

think would enjoy this?’”

There are certain rules to maintain 

on the battlefield, though. As fun as it 

is, the business owners also take cer-

tain precautions in order to ensure the 

safety of customers. 

“No customers can be in any of the 

stores when it takes place just because 

some people might not be comfort-

able and we don’t want anyone to take 

a stray Nerf dart to the face,” Rogers 

said.

Despite the careful rules to take 

into consideration, ambushes hap-

pen frequently — sometimes several 

times a week. According to Diedricks, 

raids are random. Sometimes they are 

planned and other times it is sponta-

neous for the owners to team up — 

most often against Cross Home Care.

In fact, Cup N Spoon and The 

Niche often work together. Although 

they started off as — according to 

Rogers — “mortal enemies,” due to the 

close proximity of their businesses, 

they began working together.

“It’s a lot easier to pool our resourc-

es,” Rogers said. “Strength in numbers. 

And I always joke with it just being me 

here — I know a lot of people in town 

and I get a heads up when people plan 

to do a raid on us. I joke that I have the 

intelligence network and they have the 

man-power and fire-power.”

Rogers detailed a time when he 

had to stand his ground. Cross Home 

Care arrived to raid Cup N Spoon, but 

because there were customers in the 

store, they chose him as the “easy tar-

get because I’m the little guy.” 

Instead, Rogers went “Ram-

bo-mode” and kept having Nerf guns 

to fall back to. It was him against six or 

seven, and he was ready. After stand-

ing his ground, he stood victorious 

against Cross Home Care.

Diedricks had some stories of her 

own.

“My favorite story is when we am-

bushed Robin,” Diedricks said. “That’s 

Cory’s mom next door. And she is one 

of those women who you show up 

with your little Nerf Guns and is like, 

‘oh my God I’m not ready’ and she just 

gets really excited about it. We came in 

the back door and scared her to death.”

Both stores have a large stash of 

ammo. At the front desk alone, Rogers 

has 75 bullets and Nerf guns that can 

hold up to 35 rounds. Cup N Spoon 

has an even larger arsenal. Both have 

smaller guns made to hold one bullet 

that pack a punch, too.

Sometimes, the battles do not turn 

in either founding businesses’ favors, 

though. 

“Just the other day, we went down 

to Chateau Christine’s,” Diedricks 

said. “She wasn’t prepared so we came 

walking back and Travis at Harmony 

Rentals ambushed us. And another 

time, Cross Home Care ambushed 

(us) right here in the front (of Cup N 

Spoon). And this whole room was full 

of ammo. There was just ammo every-

where. But it’s just really fun and gets 

everyone excited.”

Unlike most wars, the local busi-

nesses are fighting for a common 

cause.

“It brings the community together,” 

Diedricks said. “It’s also a way for us to 

cross-promote different businesses. It’s 

a good way to gather a bigger follow-

ing and it makes work fun.”

However, it is not just the local 

business owners and employees get-

ting involved. The customers are able 

to join in, too.

“Customers come in asking to be a 

part of it,” Rogers said. “They’re wel-

come to be if they like to. If they show 

up, we can plan something and find 

someone to raid. It’s a good time.”
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Cup N Spoon Owner Michelle Diedricks (far left) and her employees showing off their armaments.

ELANOR BONTA/THE CAMPUS
Employees at Cup N Spoon stand up to shoot each other.

ELANOR BONTA/THE CAMPUS
The Nerf stash under Cory Rog-
ers’ desk at The Niche. 

The Campus asks...
How do students feel about the midterm election results?
By SAM HEILMANN
Staff  Writer
heilmann01@allegheny.edu

A war has been brewing between local establishments, unbeknownst to the rest of  the town
Battle of the Businesses

FAST FACTS:

2022 PA Midterm 
Elections

John Fetterman (D) won 
approximately 51% of the state 
votes, making him the senator-
elect for the Keystone State.

Josh Shapiro (D) is Pennsylvania’s 
governor-elect, garnering about 
56% of the state votes.

With her win in the 12th District, 
Summer Lee became the first Black 
woman to be elected to Congress 
from Pennsylvania!

(figures sourced from The 
Associated Press)

KAI MARIES, ’23

BETH MA, ’26

ANNA KOHLER, ’26

“I did what I could, and I know 
my whole family did.”

“For every election cycle, it’s 
nice to see that we get a few 
more voters. They don’t need to 
vote the same as me, they don’t 
need to have the same policies 
or values.”

“I did not have time to get home to vote in-person, and 
I did not apply for a mail-in ballot on time … but I’m 
very pleased with the outcome, I’m glad we are blue.

“I was very surprised how few votes Oz got, just because 
I assumed it would be like another Trump situation, 
where people were just oddly excited about a man who 
had no idea what he was doing coming into office.” ABIGAIL ESTRADA-

HERNANDEZ ’25

ELIZABETH DYER, ’25

“I read a lot about Gen Z and 
Millenials showing up in this 
election … so I was really happy 
to see that people showed up, 
people voted, and they spoke 
for what they wanted.”

“I think (the outcome) is hope-
ful in the way that a lot of peo-
ple are very vocal about the im-
portance of voting. I’m hopeful 
in that aspect, but I think voter 
suppression is something that 
can be improved on.”

LORENZO SCARNATI, ’26

“I feel pretty good about our 
leadership in Pennsylvania, 

though I am anxious about the 
power in Congress.”

Have opinions to share?
Letters to the Editors and Op-Eds can be 
submitted to newspaper@allegheny.edu

All submissions must include name, 
class year or faculty/staff position. Let-
ters to the editors should be 500 words 
or less. Op-eds should be at least 750 
words, no more than 1200 words. All 
submissions subject to approval and 
edits by The Campus staff.
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By KYLE CHANDLER
Sports Editor

chandler01@allegheny.edu

The Allegheny Gators football 
team can breathe a sigh of re-
lief after closing out their sea-
son in thriller fashion with an 
overtime win over the Betha-
ny Bison 20-17. 

“There was a lot of happi-
ness,” Head Coach Rich Nagy 
said. “Going to overtime I was 
sitting there thinking ‘this is 
just the fitting way to end the 
season right now.’”

Garrett Paxton, ’25, drove 
the go-ahead field goal 
through the uprights on the 
first possession of overtime, 
a chip shot from 19 yards out. 
That was all the defense need-
ed as they held the Bison to 
a three-and-out on the next 
series. The icing on the cake 
came on fourth down, when 
Jathan Reynolds, ’24, blocked 
a 42-yard, game-tying field 
goal attempt from Bethany’s 
John McArdle to seal the vic-
tory for Allegheny. 

It was the Gator’s first win 
since week four, when they 
took down Waynesburg 31-15 
over Blue and Gold weekend. 

The ending to their five-game 
skid could not have come at a 
better time for the seniors. 

“You wanna send them out 
on a good note, and give them 
a happy memory,” Nagy said. 
“I was really happy for them, 
and that they were able to 
have that moment.”

The senior’s were a part of 
Nagy’s first recruiting class. 
He said the leadership of 
the group helped get them 
through difficult situations 
and they were a big part of the 
recent success of the program.

One senior who empha-
stically filled the leadership 
role this year was starting tail-
back Tre Worship, ’23. During 
games and throughout film, 
Worship would work with the 
offensive line as well being 
in constant communication 
with the number two running 
back, John Ian Duron, ’23, 
about what he was seeing on 
the field and how to expose 
defenses for big plays. 

“He became a lot more 
verbal this year,” Nagy said. 
“He was a really good exam-
ple for a lot of people.” 

Across three games this 

season, Worship earned rush-
es of 100-yards or more in 
addition to impressive career 
high 201-yards on 22 carries 
in the win versus Waynesburg. 
He finished third in the Presi-
dents’ Athletic Conference for 
total rushing yards with 780, 
and fifth in the conference for 
yards per game with 78.

Worship stated that part of 
his mindset on the field came 
from Cleveland Browns run-
ning back Nick Chubb, who 
is currently second in the 
National Football League in 
rushing yards. Worship grew 
up in East Cleveland and at-
tended Shaw High School, 
and said that Chubb was his 
favorite player.  

“He’s all about business,” 
Worship said. “He’s just a 
great downhill running back. 
That’s definitely someone I 
look up to.”

The Gators also had se-
nior leadership on defense, as 
four-year starter Huson Al-
read, ’23, showed exemplary 
play on the field throughout 
his tenure with the Gators. 
He was in the top four in to-
tal team tackles his first year 

through fourth year — with 
the exception of his second 
due to COVID-19 — while 
also boasting 11 tackles for 
loss, one sack and two inter-
ceptions during his three-year 
campaign. 

Alread came in as a quar-
terback after playing the po-
sition at Victor High School, 
about 20 minutes Southeast 
of Rochester, New York. He 
switched to safety the night 
before his first practice as a 
first-year. He had limited op-
portunities to get on the field 

as a quaterback at that time, 
however Nagy saw value in 
Alread, and approached him 
offering a chance to compete 
on the opposite side of the 
ball.  

“It was a big switch up in 
terms of my body being put to 
the test and being more physi-
cal,” Alread said. “I was happy 
to play defense. I like hitting 
people.”

Overall the Gators finished 
the season 3-7, with a 2-6 re-
cord in the conference. It was 
not the season they were hop-

ing for in terms of results, but 
there were many positives to 
take away from the season to 
build upon next year.

The team has a short turn-
around, only getting around 
a week’s rest before heading 
back to the weight room for 
offseason training.

“I’m excited for (the play-
ers) to get another year of 
work in,” Nagy said. “Once 
(the season) ends you take 
a sigh of relief for a second 
but then it’s ready to get right 
back to work.”

Photo courtesy of GATOR ATHLETICS
Garrett Paxton, ’25, gets ready to boot the ball through the uprights on the first posse-
sion of overtime. This made field goal gave the Gators a 20-17 lead.

2022 MLB postseason recap Allegheny Fencing hosts first-ever tournament
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Allegheny’s fencers circle up before the direct elimination bouts of the tournament 
begin. 
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The Houston Astros won the 
2022 World Series at home 
on Saturday, Nov. 5, beating 
the Philadelphia Phillies four 
games to two in a best-of-sev-
en series. This is the Astros’ 
second World Series title in 
the period of six years, col-
lecting four American League 
pennants and six consecutive 
trips to the League Champi-
onship Series in the process. 

“I love the Astros,” said 
Elle Carpenter, ’25. “They’re 
a great team and deserved the 
win.”

A Texas resident, Carpen-
ter loves the Astros not only 
because they’re a successful 
team, but the increased pride 
they bring to the area.

“I like the Astros because 
of the community they pro-
vide in Houston,” Carpenter 
said. “It’s really sweet.”

Leading up to the World 
Series, there were many ex-
citing playoff matchups for 
baseball fans. The Cleve-
land Guardians and the New 
York Yankees had an incred-
ible face-off in the American 
League Divisional Series. 

Losing the series 3-2, the 
Guardians were the young-
est team in the MLB. With 
17 rookies making their Ma-
jor League debut this season, 
the Guardians were not sup-
posed to make the playoffs. 
They then went on to win the 
American League Central 
and earned a best-of-three 
home playoff series against 
the Tampa Bay Rays, preced-
ing the five game set with the 
Yankees.

“I loved following their 
postseason and seeing how 
well they did,” said baseball 
enthusiast Peyton Bender, ’26.

A Cleveland native, Bend-
er said she is always happy 
when her teams get far in the 
season.

“It’s always surprising 
when the Guardians do well,” 
Bender said. “Any of the 
Cleveland teams for that mat-
ter. We aren’t really a winning 
city so it’s exciting to be rec-
ognized again for sporting ac-
complishments. Maybe they 
can make it all the way next 
year.”

The Seattle Mariners also 
had a successful season, mak-
ing it to the playoffs for the 
first time in 21 years — the 
longest playoff drought in 
MLB history. However, the 
team is still climbing towards 
their first World Series ap-
pearance, as they are the only 
club yet to appear in one after 
joining the Major Leagues as 
an expansion team in 1977.

The Astros’ road to suc-
cess this season has been tak-
en with disgust by some fans 
after the infamous cheating 
scandal in 2017 that resulted 
in Houston’s previous World 
Series title. That year, the team 
used a video camera in center 
field to record the opposing 
catcher’s signals to the pitcher 
for the following pitch. Once 
the code was cracked, they 
would alert the batters via 
banging on trash cans so the 
hitter would know what was 
being thrown to them.

This resulted in the most 
severe punishments the MLB 
has issued against a team. The 
Astros were required to pay 
$5 million and forfeit first- 
and second-place draft picks 
for the 2020 and 2021 sea-
sons. Some fans believe this 
punishment was too light, 
and will still argue the 2017 
World Series title should be 
revoked. 

To this day, fans at the ball-
park continuously boo the 
Astros and disapprove of their 
success. 

“Regardless of the scan-
dal, I love the Astros and I’m 
proud with how the team did 
this season,” Carpenter said. 

Entering as underdogs in 
the series, Interim Manager 
Rob Thomson of the Phillies 
took over and guided the 87-
win team through the post-
season, competing against 
three other National League 
teams that had 101 or more 
wins along the way. This put 
them at a severe disadvantage, 
contributing to the shock of 
fans when they made it to the 
World Series.

It was their first time re-
turning to the World Series 
since 2008, when the star-
filled roster of Cole Hamels, 
Ryan Howard, Jimmy Rollins, 
Chase Utley and others took 
down the Tampa Bay Rays 
4-1. 

The success of the Astros 
can largely be attributed to 
Justin Verlander. The veteran 
pitcher, who just finished his 
18th season in the big leagues, 
gave the Astros an unbeliev-
able regular season, boasting 
a 1.75 ERA as well as earning 
two wins in the postseason. 

Verlander is one of 19 
pitchers in baseball’s 3,000 
strikeout club and has pitched 
in four previous World Series 
games. He was named MVP 
of the World Series and was 
honored with a  Golden Glove 
Award for the American 
League.

The Astros are already con-
sidered to be the favorites for 
the 2023 season, according to 
stats from MLB reporters. The 
long, 144-day offseason has 
already begun, with March 
30, 2023 set as opening day.

Football closes season with overtime win over Bethany

Photo contributed by MEGHAN BOUDREAU
Allegheny Fencing Vice President Mary Dosch, ’23, (left) and Davis Piazza, ’23, (right) 
go toe-to-toe on the Wise Center’s blue courts during the fencing club’s tournament 
on Sunday, Nov. 6.
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Club members Zane Devlin, ’25, (left) and Ethan Bosch, ’25, (right) compete while 
Mordred Boulais, ’25, referrees.
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