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Signs bearing witty phrases like, “You’re 
someone’s type. Give blood today!” 
were scattered on the college’s snowy 
lawns in the days leading up to a blood 
drive run by the Allegheny chapter of 
Phi Gamma Delta on Wednesday, Feb. 
1.

The drive ran from 2-7 p.m. in 

Schultz Banquet Hall with the goal of 
drawing 30 donors who would each 
give a pint of blood.

“I know (donating blood) can be 
scary at times,” said FIJI Social Chair 
Tyler Miller, ’24. “But overall, from the 
feedback we’ve heard from the people 
donating blood, it makes them feel bet-
ter that they’re helping somebody in 
need. So when you feel like you’re just 
helping out a community, it just makes 
you feel like a better person.”

In partnership with the American 
Red Cross Association, FIJI hosts two 
blood drives on campus each semester 
that are open to students, faculty and 
Meadville residents. FIJI Chair of Grad-
uate Relations Tharit Monsereenusorn, 
’24, has volunteered at multiple FIJI 
blood drives.

“People get in accidents all the time 
and I think that it’s such a small price 
that you pay,” said Monsereenusorn. 
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A SEMESTER IN JORDAN

Editor-in-Chief Sami Mirza, ’24, is spending this 
semester studying abroad in Amman, Jordan. The 
experience, he says, is paradigm-shifting.
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At one of its first meetings of the year, the All Gender Equity 
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use of pronouns to residence hall placement.
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Roll up a sleeve, save a life Diversity lounge
renamed, renovatedPhi Gamma Delta organizes blood drive

ANNA WESTBROOK/THE CAMPUS
FIJI Chair of Philanthropy Jaden Debevec, ’25, and FIJI Social Chair Tyler Miller, ’24, checking in Claire 
Daugherty, ’26, at the front desk of the Blood Drive in Schultz Banquet Hall on Wednesday, Feb. 1. 

By HASSAN JAVED
News Editor
javed01@allegheny.edu

Brooks Hall’s diversity lounge is com-
plete not only with a renovation, but a 
rededication, honoring an 1888 alum.

The William C. Jason Diversity 
Lounge was officially opened under its 
new name on Friday, Feb. 10. A wel-
come event was held at the Jason Diver-
sity Lounge from 2-4 p.m.

Jason was the first Black man to 
graduate from Allegheny College and 
went on to become the longest-serving 
president of Delaware State University, 
according to the Allegheny’s website.

“Under his tutelage, the student pop-
ulation at Delaware State went from 
20-something to 390,” Director of the 
Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, Access & 
Social Justice Center Lisa Nicole Smith 
said. “Delaware State has done him the 
due diligence of naming a library after 
him.”

This is not the first time the college 
has honored Jason. The IDEAS Center 
has a student position known as a Jason 
Fellow.

Isaiah Romain, ’24, is a Jason Fellow 

and believes that his position gives him 
a responsibility to promote diversity on 
campus.

“Mr. Jason was known for being very 
active and helpful across campus during 
his time, being one of the only Black 
students at the time,” Romain said. “I 
believe I have been recognized as a Ja-
son Fellow because promoting interac-
tion and collaboration at Allegheny is 
something I’ve been passionate about 
since being a freshman.”

Dedicating the diversity lounge to 
Jason is a way of encouraging students 
to make the most of available resources, 
according to Romain.

“I’ll say that the news of the diversity 
lounge has me excited, but I also realize 
that this is just part of laying the foun-
dation,” Romain said. “We have other 
places that are dedicated to diversity 
and the college is playing its part by pro-
viding more spaces, but it is up to the 
students to take the next steps and take 
responsibility for representing them-
selves. Mr. Jason was very influential 
during his time and we have the oppor-
tunity to also do great things.”

ASG talks COVID cases
By EVELYN ZAVALA
Staff  Writer
zavala01@allegheny.edu

The Allegheny Student Government 
hosted its weekly meeting virtually due 
to a spike in positive COVID-19 tests. 
The meeting began with cabinet reports 
of club budgets and other weekly busi-
ness. 

Director of the Treasury Adriana 
Solis, ’23, started the cabinet reports 
with information about an upcoming 
meeting with the Finance and Facilities 
Committee and club budgets. 

“At the meeting, Veronica will pres-
ent important financial guidelines and 
also update club spending,” Solis said. 
“For spending, we have $115 com-
ing from Why Not Us, $390 coming 

from Beta Beta Beta/Pre-Health Club, 
$3800.20 coming from USITT and 
then $780 coming from the ASG collab 
event from the class of 2025-26 Com-
munity and Relations. We have a total 
of $7,281.14 for this week’s finance re-
quest.”

Director of Diversity and Inclu-
sion Jaelyn Valentin, ’25, described the 
meeting with the Office of Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion where a diversity 
audit was discussed. 

“I had my CoDE committee meeting 
yesterday and we discussed the Office of 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion having a 
diversity audit starting now and really 
getting work in throughout the summer 
and onto next year,” Valentin said. 

Enrichment program back on campus
By ELANOR BONTA

Features Writer

bonta01@allegheny.edu

Allegheny College’s Enrichment Pro-
gram returns this semester after 
COVID-19 forced the program to halt 
for a few years. The Enrichment Pro-
gram is one of the many internships 
Allegheny offers that gives students the 
opportunity to work with children. One 
section of the program involves middle 
schoolers, and the other involves high 
schoolers.

The Enrichment Program started in 
1999, according to Instructor of Dance 
and Movement Studies and Director of 
the Enrichment Program Betsy Sum-
erfield. High school students come to 
campus and choose three classes for the 
day. The middle school students experi-
ence a “major” and several “minors” for 
subjects of interest. Both college profes-
sors and community members teach the 
classes, with Allegheny student interns 
as aids in the classroom.

“The program is all about teaching 
kids to think outside the box and to ex-

pose them to different subjects that they 
might not have at their own school, and 
it hopefully interests them about col-
lege,” said Office of Registrar Service 
Coordinator Chris Bell. “Hopefully, we 
find a future student out of the group.”

Up until a few years ago, the pro-
gram had only a high school section, 
but Jill Hyatt, ’19, a teacher at Crawford 
County School District and coordina-
tor for the Enrichment Program took 

on a fifth year internship at Allegheny 
College and used that time to establish 
a section for middle school students 
during her time working with the En-
richment Program.

“The reason why we want to expand 
it is to let the students know that there 
are different ways to be able to learn and 
it’s not all just sitting at a desk and hav-
ing a teacher talk at you,” 

ELANOR BONTA/THE CAMPUS
The middle schoolers showing off the robot they built during their Robot-
ics Major course.
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The William C. Jason Diversity Lounge in Brooks Hall has been renovated 
and was formally renamed on Friday, Feb. 10.
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“You essentially get blood 

taken and you feel kind of sick 

for thirty minutes, for maybe 

like a day. But the fact that you’re 

able to save someone’s life with 

that blood that you gave, I think 

that means so much.”

FIJI Chair of Philanthropy 

Jaden Debevec, ’25, said that 

he has noticed more and more 

students attending recent blood 

drives.

“There are a lot of students 

that are excited about support-

ing this cause and we have seen 

an uptick of new faces,” Debevec 

said.

Before rolling up their sleeves 

at the drive, donors were vetted 

by nurses to identify any poten-

tial limiting factors that would 

prevent them from being able to 

donate blood. The list detailing 

donor eligibility is designed by 

the American Red Cross to pro-

tect the patients receiving blood 

and includes a wide range of 

limitations, from donors’ foreign 

travel to their current medica-

tions and health status. During 

the vetting process, nurses also 

took donors’ vitals, like blood 

pressure and iron levels.

Once they were deemed eli-

gible to donate, the donors were 

led to a screened-off area to lay 

on beds for the duration of their 

blood draw. After, they were di-

rected to a table bearing sugary 

drinks and snacks. Miller said 

that while it is not uncommon 

for donors to feel tired or thirsty 

after giving blood, hydrating and 

eating sufficiently ahead of time 

will lessen additional adverse 

side effects. 

Monsereenusorn said he of-

ten hears students say they do 

not want to donate blood be-

cause they are scared of needles.

“It’s not as scary as people 

think,” Monsereenusorn said. 

“I understand there are a lot of 

restrictions with it. I respect that 

and, you know, it does take time 

to recover. But like I said earli-

er, you’re giving so little for so 

much. So I encourage anyone 

who is on the fence about donat-

ing or are just scared of needles 

— I understand that. I’m scared 

of needles too. But I just want 

them to understand that the 

next life you save could be your 

mom’s or your sister’s or your 

dad’s.” 

Haley Ornt, ’24, has given 

blood twice prior to FIJI’s blood 

drive and was driven by similar 

motivations as Monsereenusorn 

to continue her donations.

“I just feel like if you have the 

ability to give, then you have 

sort of a responsibility or an ob-

ligation to because not everyone 

can,” Ornt said. “If you need it 

someday too, then you’d only 

be taking if you never gave any-

thing.”

In January 2022, the Amer-

ican Red Cross declared its 

first-ever national blood crisis 

due to a severe blood shortage 

resulting from complications of 

the COVID-19 pandemic, ac-

cording to the American Red 

Cross Website. The national 

blood shortage has posed chal-

lenges for medical centers, since 

someone needs blood or plate-

lets in the U.S. every two sec-

onds, according to the American 

Red Cross. 

American Red Cross Ac-

count Manager Kim Michael has 

worked with FIJI for seven years 

to help organize their blood 

drives. She said the COVID-19 

pandemic led to a decrease in 

blood donations from young 

people and that she hopes the 

trend will reverse itself in order 

to fulfill the nationwide demand 

for blood. 

Each pint of blood a do-

nor gives to the American Red 

Cross is separated into platelets, 

plasma and whole blood, which 

means that each donor has the 

opportunity to save three lives, 

according to Michael. Michael 

said that the blood donated at FI-

JI’s blood drive will go wherever 

it is needed most in the U.S. and 

that donors are often able to see 

where their blood goes and what 

category of patient it is used for. 

This follow-up for donors has 

been a major incentive for Har-

ley O’Brochta, ’23, to continue 

his regular commitment to do-

nating blood. For Michael, the 

system is invaluable and illus-

trates to donors just how signif-

icant their blood donations are.

“I had somebody from Mead-

ville one time, their blood went 

to Parkland Hospital down in 

Florida when they had that 

shooting,” Michael said, in ref-

erence to the mass shooting that 

took place at Marjory Stoneman 

Douglas High School in 2018. 

“If you start donating at a young 

age, you can be so impactful in 

people’s lives.”

FIJI’s next blood drive will 

take place on Wednesday, April 

19.

DRIVE from page 1
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A sign in front of Alden Hall advertising the blood drive.

ANNA WESTBROOK/THE CAMPUS
Haley Ornt, ’24, and Harley O’Brochta, ’23, waiting to have their vitals checked by American 
Red Cross nurses in order to confirm they are eligible to donate blood.

I just feel like if you have the ability to give, then you have sort of a 
responsibility or an obligation to because not everyone can. If you need it 
someday too, then you’d only be taking if you never gave anything.”

—HALEY ORNT
Class of 2024 
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Hyatt said. “That’s why they 

come here and there’s different 

ways of learning — you can get 

up, you can move, you can talk, 

you can have discussions.”

The students selected to join 

the program are a part of the 

Individualized Education Pro-

gram, which is made for middle 

and high schoolers with mod-

ified education. Also involved 

are students who are willing 

to “jump through the hoops 

to join” in terms of grades and 

classroom behavior, according 

to Sumerfiend. It is important to 

the administrators that the child 

is capable of coming to Alleghe-

ny’s campus as a guest in regards 

to being responsible and clean 

with the space they use, as it af-

fects the campus students and 

staff.

Allegheny College adminis-

trators are especially passion-

ate about the program because 

of how it supports not just the 

Meadville community, but the 

college itself and the adminis-

trators’ children, according to 

Executive Director of Economic, 

Civic and Community Engage-

ment Andy Walker, ‘00. 

“They have various courses,” 

Walker said. “My sons are ac-

tually participating. My middle 

schooler is in ‘Gamification,’ a 

course about board games that 

they’re exposed to and how 

they’re made. My high schooler 

is taking a sign language course, 

along with bridge-playing and 

civil disobedience. There is a 

broad array of opportunities for 

learning with the program.”

Allegheny College not only 

has parents with children who 

participate in the Enrichment 

Program — President Ron Cole, 

’87, and Walker’s kids, for in-

stance, Hyatt explained — but 

also has Allegheny students who 

went through the program.

“I was one of the students 

who went through the program 

in middle and high school,” said 

Enrichment Program Head In-

tern Samuel Ault, ’26. “I was 

involved up until it got canceled 

during my 10th grade year due 

to COVID. I spent my mornings 

building underwater robots that 

I had to take out onto Lake Erie 

eventually for my major while I 

was in the middle school pro-

gram and got involved with a lot 

of activities.”

Although COVID put a halt 

to the program for a few years, 

it was easy to gain support to 

get it running again, according 

to Walker. The local communi-

ty and the college benefits from 

the program, but it is starting off 

with a “scaled-down version,” in-

volving 90 high school students 

and 120 middle school students. 

Prior to COVID, there used to 

be on average 200 students per 

program, according to Hyatt. 

Sumerfield explained that it has 

been scaled back just to get it 

going again, as there is a lack of 

middle and high schoolers that 

have experienced the program 

due to COVID.

“There’s three participating 

school districts in Crawford 

County, so it’s just a great expe-

rience for those students to re-

ceive the opportunity of enrich-

ment programming classes and 

things they might not get in their 

typical school day,” Walker said.

Ault said that the staff in-

volved intend to help get the kids 

excited to be in class and learn in 

unconventional ways. Instead of 

giving lectures, the kids are of-

ten doing things or having dis-

cussions in order to convey that 

there is more than one way to 

teach and learn.

“The interns and administra-

tors go with a group of middle 

or high schoolers all day,” Hy-

att said. “They’re with them in 

their classes, in between classes, 

getting the middle schoolers to 

and from class, and just being 

involved in the class to really in-

crease excitement and comfort 

levels for the students. I’m espe-

cially excited to see how it goes 

this semester.”

ELANOR BONTA/THE CAMPUS
One group was given the chance to drive a robot with a remote across the lab floor during the Robotics Minor for the middle 
schoolers.
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LOUNGE from page 1
Much like the IDEAS Cen-

ter, the collegehopes the Jason 

Diversity Lounge will serve as 

a space where students feel free 

to express their perspectives, 

according to Vice President for 

Institutional Advancement Matt 

Stinson.

“The whole point of attend-

ing college is to become more 

educated not only in your aca-

demics but also regarding your 

positioning in the world,” Stin-

son said. “It’s all about being 

okay with and learning from 

perspectives that you may not 

agree with, and that’s what we 

want from the diversity lounge.”

Smith added that having 

spaces dedicated to diversity is 

especially important in environ-

ments like Allegheny.

“Because we have an institu-

tion that is predominantly white, 

it is possible that many students 

who are present in smaller popu-

lation groups on campus can feel 

ways about being their authentic 

selves,” Smith said. “While the 

hope is to one day have a cam-

pus where everyone can be their 

authentic selves, places like the 

IDEAS Center and the diversity 

lounge are a good place to start.”

ASG Director of Diversity 

and Inclusion Jaelyn Valentin, 

’25, said that although it is im-

portant for students to be able 

to be their authentic selves, it is 

also important for everyone to 

be willing to accept others’ per-

spectives.

“It’s not a situation where 

anyone can come in and expect 

to be themselves without a filter 

and then not be willing to listen 

to others,” Valentin said. “But it 

is very necessary for students 

to have a space where they can 

feel comfortable and can make it 

their own space.”

Valentin added that although 

creating spaces devoted to di-

versity is a good initiative by 

the college, there is still a lot to 

overcome regarding the culture 

on campus.

“There are institutional prob-

lems such as cliques forming and 

many people choosing to stick 

to their groups,” Valentin said. 

“A space dedicated to diversity 

is great but people have to start 

getting comfortable with being 

uncomfortable … the most im-

portant place where discussions 

regarding difference should be 

had are classrooms and in my 

experience, only some courses 

have given me the opportunity 

to do that.”

Valentin hopes to use the Ja-

son Lounge to organize events 

related to topics such as diversity 

as she sees it to be a more com-

munal space as compared to the 

IDEAS Center.

“I’ve already been in contact 

with the CILC organizations and 

we’re planning gatherings tar-

geted toward the entire student 

body … a diversity lounge is a 

suitable place for such events,” 

Valentin said. “The IDEAS Cen-

ter is more so a space where stu-

dents can be in smaller groups 

and make use of the staff to ask 

questions about race, gender, 

identity, diversity and many oth-

er topics.”

While the IDEAS Center is a 

smaller communal space where 

students often gather for meet-

ings, events and to complete 

homework, the diversity lounge 

has been renovated to cater to a 

wider range of student needs.

“We’ve completely recarpet-

ed the place, put in comfortable 

new couches and have even in-

stalled two large TVs,” Smith 

said. “We want students to gath-

er here and do what makes them 

feel comfortable because it can 

get difficult to stay in your room 

all day … we even encourage 

students to hook up their gam-

ing consoles to the TVs.”

The idea of renovating and re-

naming the diversity lounge has 

been on the docket for a while 

but has been streamlined since 

Smith arrived in her role last se-

mester, according to Stinson.

Stinson added that Smith 

approached Dean of Diversity, 

Equity and Inclusion Heather 

Moore Roberson and him with 

the intent to bring the idea to 

fruition. The college approved 

the idea and to organize the lo-

gistics of the renovation. Smith 

collaborated with various peo-

ple, including Chief Financial 

Officer Linda Wetsell and Di-

rector of Physical Plant Joseph 

Michael.

Stinson’s involvement in the 

project was from a historical 

perspective.

“While Allegheny wasn’t the 

first college to have a Black grad-

uate, we were certainly ahead 

of the curve … if you consid-

er what was happening in the 

country in 1888 … this is why it’s 

so important for people to know 

why we commemorate people 

like Dr. Jason.”

Stinson said that a lot of his-

torical figures and names are 

honored around the college and 

that honoring Jason is a step in 

the right direction.

“If you walk around campus 

there are names everywhere, 

I mean there’s Alden, Brooks, 

there’s great historical figures 

everywhere … if you go into 

the Campus Center there is a 

whole section outlining prom-

inent female alumni,” Stinson 

said. “Recognizing diversity in 

our history, learning from it and 

celebrating it is very important.”

Right next to the Jason 

Lounge in Brooks Hall is the 

Ethel Mae Gillespie Study 

Room. Gillespie was the first 

Black woman to graduate from 

Allegheny in 1915 and went on 

to become a teacher at Kittrell 

College in North Carolina.

Apart from serving as a pro-

ductive student space, the diver-

sity lounge will also be used in 

other ways.

“One of the first events to be 

held here will be a Super Bowl 

party for the members of the 

CILC organizations,” Smith said.

Executive Director of Eco-

nomic, Civic and Community 

Engagement Andy Walker, ‘00, 

said he envisions the diversity 

lounge to serve as a commu-

nity-building and networking 

space.

“For instance, Dean Rob-

erson’s husband is the chair of 

Family & Community Chris-

tian Association Meadville and 

they usually meet at the French 

Creek … since we have an Al-

legheny connection with the or-

ganization, it is a good initiative 

to link community members 

and students and the diversity 

lounge can be the place where 

they connect,” Walker said. “I 

also know that students are in-

terested in creating a chapter of 

the National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People 

at Allegheny and this will be the 

perfect meeting place for them 

to connect with members of oth-

er chapters.”

Walker added that Dr. Ar-

mendia P. Dixon, president of 

the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Scholarship Fund, has reached 

out to the college to set up a 

mentorship program through 

which Allegheny students can 

mentor local school children.

“These initiatives are why we 

need a place like the diversity 

lounge,” Walker said. “It serves 

as a place where not only Allegh-

eny students can feel comfort-

able but also where community 

members can come in and use it 

as their home base on campus.”

Smith hopes that the Jason 

Diversity Lounge will help Al-

legheny students rediscover 

their belonging in the Meadville 

community.

“We hope to get more stu-

dents of diverse backgrounds 

involved in the community be-

cause there’s a large feeling of 

them not feeling represented 

in the community,” Smith said. 

“The diversity lounge will serve 

as a place of networking where 

students, alumni and communi-

ty members can gather and rec-

ognize each other’s interests and 

build on them.”

“So the person with my role 

next year will have the respon-

sibility of having additional 

monthly or bi-monthly meetings 

on top of the responsibilities that 

I currently have which is to sit in 

on sub-working groups.” 

The audit will be developing 

an inventory of past and current 

diversity, equity and inclusion 

initiatives, according to Valen-

tin. Then there will be an anal-

ysis of how effective the efforts 

have been to determine what is 

needed to assess things like ex-

periences of discrimination and 

campus responses to concerns. 

Director of Press and Com-

munications Kyrie Doniz, ’23, 

described her responsibility this 

week to post about the sustain-

able and reusable bags giveaway. 

Additionally, she will be finish-

ing a video of the cabinet. 

Parliamentarian Ankitha 

Pamula, ’25, gave updates about 

the election progress and public-

ity efforts. 

“(Attorney General Abigail 

Estrada-Hernandez, ’25) and I 

are still planning elections and 

tabling so we will be tabling (on 

Wednesday, Feb. 8 and Friday, 

Feb. 10) to generate publicity 

for issue elections,” Pamula said. 

“If you are planning to run, you 

need to officially declare before 

Feb. 14.” 

Chief of Staff Ray Colabawal-

la, ’25, announced a new ap-

pointee for the Campus Life and 

Community Standards board. 

Difei Chen, ’25, was approved to 

join the board by ASG. 

“My professor told me that 

there is a community commit-

tee that can help people solve 

their dissatisfaction on campus,” 

Chen said. “So I would like to 

help them in some way that I am 

able to help.” 

ASG had a three-minute 

discussion where it was decid-

ed that “Talk About it Tuesday” 

would have another slot from 

4-7 p.m. in order to have more 

senators available to show up. 

President of the Class of 2023 

Shira Haus said that the class has 

been meeting with Third- and 

Fourth-Year Class Dean Jona-

thon May to continue planning 

senior week. 

“We actually have to do way 

more than we originally thought 

which kind of sucks,” Haus said. 

“We have to execute and plan 

and basically figure it all out our-

selves. Hopefully that changes, 

but as of now, it is students doing 

the majority of the work so any 

help would be appreciated.”

Dean for Student Life Trae 

Yeckley had some announce-

ments for ASG about Engage, a 

platform website where students 

can have access to rosters and 

their budget. Additionally, Ye-

ckley had reminders for student 

organizations. 

“Engage is up and running, 

and there are going to be some 

drop-in sessions for students to 

learn how to use Engage,” Yeck-

ley said. “I’ve been asked to re-

mind student organizations that 

when you have events, let Mar-

keting and Communications 

know so they can post it on the 

events calendar.”

According to Yeckley, while 

the website calendar is not com-

monly visited by students, they 

are trying to get more people to 

use it. Additionally, Marketing 

and Communications wants to 

also post events on social media. 

The assembly was adjourned 

at 8:10 p.m. 

ASG from page 1
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What we will all gain from reading slowly in 2023
By SYDNEY EMERSON

Opinion Editor

emersons@allegheny.edu

On the first day of this semester, in my 

first class of the day, we were asked to go 

around the room and do an icebreaker 

activity. Nothing revolutionary. Such is 

to be expected on syllabus day. But in-

stead of introducing ourselves by our 

name and favorite candy — delicious-

ly boring — or our name and an “in-

teresting fact” —  a barrage of canned 

responses — or our name and major 

— simply uncreative — we had to in-

troduce ourselves by our name and one 

thing we miss from childhood.

I was not surprised when almost 

half the class answered that they missed 

reading for pleasure. That was my an-

swer, too. But it’s possible that’s just an 

English student phenomenon — so I 

took to The Campus’ Instagram story, 

where I heard similar sentiments. About 

90% of respondents wish they had more 

time for pleasure reading. It seems like 

all of us sorely miss that time we used to 

spend curled up with a book.

As I wrote last week, our lives are in-

undated with distractions — voluntary 

and involuntary — that pack every day 

to the brim with endless stimulation. 

The sustained solitude, quiet and con-

centration that reading demands is the 

very antithesis of the age we live in, and 

it’s a lot easier to fall out of the habit 

than to fall back into it.

In talking to the people in my class 

and around campus, it’s clear that most 

of us miss reading for pleasure because 

all we do right now is read for work. 

Allegheny prides itself on being a 

rigorous campus. But we have to think 

about how we define rigor. In most 

classrooms here, unfortunately, our 

definition is sorely off-base. We think of 

it as a question of speed over substance 

and quantity over quality. Professors 

whir through rotes of discussion ques-

tions and sagging syllabi to give the im-

pression of busyness, or worse, impor-

tance. The more we do and the faster we 

do it, the more intellectually capable we 

must be. 

I have been in classes where I’ve had 

to read a third of a substantial book be-

tween Tuesday and Thursday. Multiply 

that by two or three other courses with 

similar homework expectations, add 

in another class meeting and a shift at 

work, and my Wednesday is not only 

packed — it’s as good as gone. There’s 

time for the gym if I push myself. Noth-

ing more. 

In the past four years I’ve conclud-

ed that, if this is what my life looks like, 

speed-reading included, then at least 

half of my fellow students in every class 

are lying through their teeth about the 

amount of the reading they’ve actually 

done — if any. I don’t blame them one 

bit; even at my pace, there have been 

days or weeks where I’ve had to bank 

on SparkNotes and skimming to get 

through class discussions. There have 

been days and weeks where there just 

was not enough time to do all my work, 

let alone have a life outside of it.

I’ve also noticed over the past four 

years that professors have become in-

creasingly candid about their work-life 

boundaries, perhaps due to the bleeding 

of such boundaries during the height of 

the COVID-19 pandemic. Email signa-

tures now outline projected response 

times. Syllabi announce that emails will 

go unread over the weekend and after 6 

p.m. In light of the focus crisis I wrote 

about last week, this seems like a step in 

the right direction toward eliminating 

some of those involuntary distractions 

in our lives. I’m glad that people are tak-

ing this demarcation seriously, that they 

are demanding their time be respected. 

The same, unfortunately, can rarely 

be said of students, who remain buried 

under stacks of books morning, noon 

and night and ultimately forsake the 

pleasure reading they so desperately 

crave for the chance to give their brains 

a break from the paradoxically speedy-

yet-deep concentration demanded of 

them by four classes simultaneously. In 

doing so, we send a message: namely, 

“You’ll sleep when you graduate, kid. 

Your time belongs to me. Suck it up.” 

Surely this is not the best way to go 

about things.

I’m going to assume now that every-

body, upon reaching this point in the 

article, is reasonably concerned instead 

of sufficiently perturbed. Let’s pretend 

that we all agree something must be 

done, even though I’m certain I’ve trig-

gered a fair share of eyerolls and sighs 

by now. What’s the next step, then?

The solution is to slow down. I know, 

I know — it’s the antithesis of what we 

do around here. It’s a sign of intellectual 

backsliding. It’s the big, scary monster 

hiding under the academic bed. We’ll 

get over that fear pretty quickly, how-

ever, once we discover the benefits that 

reading and thinking slowly have on 

our minds. 

I have taken classes where we spend 

a week or more reading a single short 

essay: reading on our own before the 

meeting, re-reading aloud slowly as a 

group, discussing slowly and carefully 

without the ludicrous demands of a cal-

endar-bound syllabus hanging over our 

heads. It’s incredibly freeing — calming, 

even. Truthfully, those classes felt more 

rigorous than the so-called “rigorous” 

classes traveling at light-speed ever felt. 

They stretched the limits of my mind. 

They made me try harder. In a world of 

ankle-deep kiddie pools, I finally got to 

dive into the ocean without floaties and 

feel how nice the water was, despite the 

strong current.

This semester, I am in a class where 

we are only reading one novel — albeit 

a long novel — for the entire semester. 

At the end of our deliberately slow ses-

sions, there are still questions left un-

asked and topics left unexplored. If this 

is the case for this course, then what 

does this say about all our other courses 

that would assign such a book to be read 

in four weeks instead of ten? It seems to 

me that, all in the name of speed, we are 

actually doing far less intellectually than 

we like to think we are.

Nietzsche wrote, “In the midst of an 

age of ‘work,’ that is to say, of hurry, of 

indecent and perspiring haste, which 

wants to ‘get everything done’ at once, 

including every old or new book … 

read slowly, deeply, looking cautiously 

before and aft, with reservations, with 

doors left open, with delicate eyes and 

fingers.”

Or, for those who are struggling to 

read deeply, consider Ferris Bueller: 

“Life moves pretty fast. If you don't stop 

and look around once in a while, you 

could miss it.”

That is the only way we can start to 

read for pleasure again: slowly, with 

attention and engagement. Ultimate-

ly, this means that everybody’s out-of-

class time must be considered valuable 

— students included. This means no 

breakneck schedules, no three-com-

ments-one-question discussion posts, 

and no busywork. It means no preten-

sion, which we often groan under the 

crushing weight of. It means respect.

By SAM HEILMANN

Junior Opinion Editor

heilmann01@allegheny.edu

There’s a picture of me as a toddler 

scribbling on a toy drawing tablet, the 

small pen attached by a string taking up 

most of the space in my hand. My head 

is tilted, low to the table at which I sit. 

I am focused on the details, the way I 

draw today.

My mother has kept boxes full of 

drawings from my childhood. Most of 

them depict people — or a very vague 

interpretation of what a person looks 

like — something I still do to this day.

If you were to look at any one of 

those old drawings and think that it 

was something I made today, you would 

probably laugh. But when I made those 

drawings, no one laughed. Quite the 

opposite, actually. I was encouraged, 

as young creative people should be, to 

continue drawing. There was no rhyme 

or reason to keep going, other than the 

fact that encouragement fosters repeti-

tion. Whether or not I have a predispo-

sition to create art, I’m not sure. Neither 

of my parents are artists, so it wasn’t a 

given that I would become interested in 

it. But none of that mattered at the time.

I didn’t care if I had a natural inclina-

tion to become an artist. The supplies I 

was using weren’t poor or high quality; 

they were Crayola, middle of the road, 

and they worked just fine. And feedback 

was the least of my worries, mainly be-

cause a three-year-old wouldn’t under-

stand genuine critique, but also because 

a conversation with a toddler is usually 

filled with relentless positivity.

Cut to adulthood, where being 

“good” at art — or anything for that 

matter — seems to validate the experi-

ence exclusively. 

We live in a culture plagued by 

self-reliance attitude and self-improve-

ment jargon, where failure is praised in 

theory but instantly rejected in practice. 

Failure isn’t an option, even if it’s en-

couraged. 

By the time you are an adult, it’s as-

sumed that you should know who you 

are and what you’re good at. The rest, 

you can avoid. Being a beginner is un-

settling. It’s vulnerable. So, past a cer-

tain age, we avoid being beginners. We 

avoid what would make us appear any-

thing short of competent and capable. 

It becomes hard to love the things that 

risk our image when the ultimate goal, 

spoken or not, is perfection. 

Perfection is not of any concern 

to a child. When I was drawing shaky 

lines and people with circles for hands, 

I could not have cared any less what it 

looked like; it was fun. I enjoyed doing 

it. 

I now see that freedom to explore as 

a luxury. I was allowed the chance to 

fail, something that becomes rarer with 

age. That trial and error is a process we 

don’t always share; you wouldn’t know, 

looking at the end result, that dozens of 

renditions came before it. It’s no won-

der that at this age, people who are not 

“good” at art dismiss their inability as a 

lack of talent rather than a lack of ex-

perience.

But if there’s an expectation to be 

perfect right out the gate, you won’t get 

anywhere. In gaining experience, you 

will fail. I certainly did. Comparing 

my artworks now to my artworks then, 

many of them from years ago were not 

great. They led, though, to the artworks 

that I am proud of. 

So if our concept of talent is a myth, 

wherein you are either born with a cer-

tain skill or you aren’t, then our concept 

of failure is flawed too. We need to re-

define it.

Doing something you love is, in my 

opinion, the farthest thing from failure. 

If your artwork isn’t going the way you 

had planned, for example, you start 

again. You erase or paint over it and 

try something different. Someone who 

loves the process of making art doesn’t 

see this as failure because they enjoy the 

process. 

The only failure then, is to assume 

that editing or erasing or getting frus-

trated with your work means it isn’t 

any good. Looking at the product of a 

hobby you love should be enjoyable, at 

least most of the time. You understand 

what went into it, and that effort isn’t 

wasted, even if that one product isn’t 

perfect. When you’re enjoying the pro-

cess, there’s no expectation. It’s the same 

freedom you would otherwise feel as 

a three-year-old, when maybe you too 

used to scribble.

Finding joy in what you do sounds 

like common sense, but it bears repeat-

ing in a world that demands perfection. 

Adulthood is not a requisite for perfec-

tion. Trial and error is not exclusive to 

children. 

So I encourage you to try the thing 

you have been unsure about pursuing. 

You will be new to it, and that is fine. 

You are allowed to enjoy something for 

its own sake, without the expectation 

of perfection. You are allowed to fail 

without feeling like a failure. I promise I 

won’t laugh at your scribbles. 

The 'art' of failure
Rethinking hobbies in adulthood

SAM HEILMANN/THE CAMPUS
Starting your hobby young can make it seem effortless in adulthood.

There have been days and weeks where there just was not 
enough time to do all my work, let alone have a life outside 
of it.” 

—SYDNEY EMERSON
Class of 2023
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By SAMI MIRZA

Editor-in-Chief

mirza01@allegheny.edu

Amman, Jordan. Where to 

start?

Upon arriving in Jordan, I 

found myself struck by a new 

paradigm — “big world” — 

in which I was inconceivably 

small, in which a single per-

son is no more responsible for 

solving the world’s problems 

as a single water droplet is for 

putting out a forest fire. It’s lib-

erating and it’s terrifying.

In my new “big world,” hu-

manity is a vast cosmic force 

that defies individual attempts 

to influence it or change it. It’s 

the exact opposite of the para-

digm I’m used to in academic 

discourse — “problem-solu-

tion” — in which we identi-

fy problems and try to direct 

our knowledge toward solving 

them. 

For the value a prob-

lem-solution paradigm brings 

to efforts to improve and per-

fect the world, it does rely on 

a pretty big caveat: it reduces 

complex actors and elements 

of the problem to their most 

fundamental attributes to 

understand how they can be 

used in a potential solution. It 

shrinks the world. All cities are 

grouped together, with human-

ity lumped into similar bubbles 

for ease of comprehension. I 

left the United States thinking 

that, while living in Amman 

would be a new and exciting 

experience, it would be struc-

turally the same as the dozen 

other cities I’ve visited across 

the world.

I could not have been more 

wrong. Yes, Amman is a lot 

like San Francisco, Chicago or 

Islamabad. But in the details, 

Amman is unique. It breathes 

ever-so-differently than any 

other metropolis, even if it feels 

at times familiar. Narrow, one-

way lanes are linked by massive 

four- or six-lane main roads 

that would make any Amer-

ican interstate jealous. Small 

businesses fill the streets, “su-

permarkets” provide most of 

what I need from a cramped 

room jammed with bread and 

shampoo and freezers. I see 

only glimpses of other cities — 

the narrow side streets that re-

semble Amsterdam vanish in a 

heartbeat with the same call to 

prayer heard in Islamabad. 

Thanks to five semesters of 

Arabic, surviving on the street 

is not as difficult as I thought 

it would be. Quick phrases and 

sentences are enough to get by, 

and someone even asked if I 

was Jordanian myself. At that 

moment, I felt seen as some-

thing approaching “normal.” 

Growing up as an American 

with an Arab given name and 

a Persian last name, I got used 

to confused looks and being 

pigeonholed into the “multi-

cultural” demographic. Even 

in Jordan, my rough Arabic 

and general ineptitude quickly 

marked me as an interloping 

American, well-meaning but 

clumsy. But in those briefest of 

moments before I admitted to 

my nationality, I realized that 

many probably see me as just 

another Jordanian, and not the 

bastard child of three empires 

adrift in a globalized world.

The food, while different, is 

familiar and relatively recog-

nizable from mosque events 

and cultural gatherings. Falafel 

and shawarma are now found 

not just in the Middle East, but 

at Arab restaurants across the 

country and Muslim enclaves 

the world over.

There are wonderful city-

scapes and skylines in every 

direction, with mosques and 

brand-new skyscrapers inter-

mixed with elderly apartment 

buildings and the liberal use 

of car horns. Appreciating this 

uniqueness — the way the city 

is built on hills, the way that 

drivers ignore every road safe-

ty law and yet are totally aware 

of their surroundings, the way I 

inch down an ancient staircase 

to reach my modern bus trip to 

class — makes me realize just 

how vast this world is. 

Saying there are 10,000 cit-

ies on Earth feels like just an-

other statistic. But if I named 

every one of those cities the list 

would fill five of this newspa-

per’s pages. In the “big world” 

paradigm I find myself in, so-

ciety is not a set of problems 

to solve or crises to avert, but 

a cosmic force that moves 

whether we want it to or not. 

I’ll float back down to prob-

lem-solution soon enough 

— academic and mundanity 

of day-to-day life demand it. 

I hope, however, that every 

time I crest a hill and see Am-

man laid out in front of me, I 

can feel insignificant again, 

and that even long after I bid 

Jordan farewell I can feel awe 

and wonder at the vastness of 

humanity.

By ROMAN HLADIO

Editor-in-Chief

hladior@allegheny.edu

and CAROLINE MAYE

Science/International Editor

maye01@allegheny.edu

Isfahan, a city in Iran, was the 

target of a drone attack on Sat-

urday, Jan. 28. The attack was 

later confirmed to be conduct-

ed by Israel’s intelligence agen-

cy, the Mossad, according to 

The New York Times.

The Times reported that 

the target was a military facil-

ity, though could not confirm 

the purpose of the attack. As-

sociate Professor of Political 

Science Shanna Kirschner said 

that while the international au-

dience is unclear of the result, 

she is positive that the Israe-

li government knows exactly 

what it hit, as the Mossad is one 

of the best intelligence services 

in the world and has conducted 

similar activity in the past.

“These drone attacks last 

week are an escalation if we 

think about it in the sweep 

of the last few years — may-

be they’re attacking scientists, 

maybe they’re embedding a 

computer virus that knocks 

all the centrifuges offline, but 

I think it’s consistent with the 

larger policy,” Kirschner said.

The attack is best under-

stood through the lens of the 

past 50 to 60 years of Israel’s 

nuclear policy, according to 

Kirschner.

“Israel has long pursued a 

policy of — we sometimes call 

it ‘ambiguity’ around their own 

nuclear program,” Kirschner 

said. “So the idea is kind of (to) 

make sure everybody knows 

you have a nuclear program, 

but don’t actually come out and 

talk about it.”

Beyond Israel’s own nucle-

ar progress is the concern that 

surrounding, deeply hostile 

states get their own nuclear ca-

pabilities, Kirschner explained. 

“Regardless of what else 

you might think about region-

al politics, this is a reasonable 

concern given the rhetoric that 

is emanating from states like 

Iraq under Saddam Hussein, 

like Iran, like Syria,” Kirschner 

said. “Part of the Israeli policy 

for the last many decades is to, 

when there is a state that they 

view as particularly hostile, 

that is pursuing nuclear or in 

some cases other weapons of 

mass destruction — like chem-

ical weapons — to try to set 

those programs back. And if 

diplomacy is not working, they 

will pursue military action.”

Israel’s vigorous defense of 

its own borders dates back to 

the state’s formation in 1948, 

according to Assistant Pro-

fessor of History Brian Miller, 

who teaches courses on Mid-

dle Eastern history. Since it 

was formed, the state of Israel 

has maintained the right to de-

fend itself from surrounding 

nations, which has only bene-

fited from the special relation-

ship Israel has with the United 

States.

Miller pointed toward a 

more recent probable cause of 

Israel’s escalation against Iran.

“I think that this latest drone 

attack probably — although we 

don’t have conclusive proof of 

exactly what was at the site — 

but I think that it comes out of 

the falling apart of the 2015 nu-

clear agreement where Iran had 

indicated that they would drop 

pursuing, developing weapon-

ized nuclear technology.”

The 2015 deal Miller re-

ferred to — known formally as 

the “Joint Comprehensive Plan 

of Action” and informally as 

the Iran nuclear deal — led to 

the dismantling of “much of its 

nuclear program and (opening 

of) its facilities to more exten-

sive international inspections 

in exchange for billions of dol-

lars’ worth of sanctions relief,” 

according to the Council on 

Foreign Relations. Since for-

mer President Donald Trump 

withdrew the U.S. from the 

deal in 2018, it has been in 

jeopardy and Iran has renewed 

some nuclear activity.

“From the Israeli perspec-

tive, this is coming from a 

regime that has repeatedly 

called for Israel’s destruction,” 

Kirschner said. “So the fear 

that that regime really gets 

functional nuclear weapons is 

an existential fear, and I think 

that there’s a lot of debate with-

in Israeli political and military 

circles about what is the appro-

priate response to that.”

Miller said that, currently, 

any nuclear activity Iran con-

ducts is claimed to be for ener-

gy purposes. He explained that 

it is possible Iran is operating 

in vagueness in an attempt to 

reduce future sanctions against 

themselves, allowing a nuclear 

energy program to continue 

being developed. Still, he ex-

plained that this is not the gen-

eral position of both the U.S. 

and Israeli governments.

This sentiment was echoed 

by Veronica Green, ’23, who 

explained this situation as an 

example of brinkmanship — 

both sides escalating until war 

breaks out. Green, a political 

science major, explained that 

Iran and Israel have been going 

back and forth for years build-

ing up their nuclear weapons.

Green also commented on 

the unique relationship be-

tween the United States and 

Israel. Despite not having prior 

knowledge of this attack and 

several others like it, Green 

believes that the United States 

will continue to support Israel 

no matter what, even though 

other sources explain how 

these actions have earned the 

ire of the U.S.

“There’s a really strong mili-

taristic connection between the 

United States and Israel, and it’s 

one of the few footings that the 

United States has in the Middle 

East,” Green said. “It is like-

ly (the attacks) will not have 

much of an impact besides the 

United States kind of being like 

that disappointed father, like, 

‘Why don’t you tell me?’” 

Ray Colabawalla, ’25, cri-

tiqued this relationship and 

the special treatment that Israel 

receives. Born in Qatar, Co-

labawalla moved to the Unit-

ed Arab Emirates during his 

childhood, leading him to be 

more skeptical of Israel.

“It really is a ballsy move 

from Israel’s perspective,” Co-

labawalla said. “You’re not only 

violating the airspace of Iran, 

you’re violating the airspace of 

all of these (Middle Eastern) 

countries, because they defi-

nitely would not allow you to 

go ahead with it.”

As for Iran’s response, Co-

labwalla does not anticipate 

a direct attack. Rather, he be-

lieves that they will use proxy 

militant groups such as Has-

bulla to get back at Israel. 

“The U.S. has got your back 

on the world stage,” Colabwal-

la said. “Nobody’s gonna stop 

big trade with Israel. Nobody’s 

gonna sanction Israel for this. 

But if Iran were to do the same, 

they will see an increase in 

sanctions and stuff like that.”

EIC international
An Allegheny Gator in King Abdullah’s court

Israeli drone strike

SAMI MIRZA/THE CAMPUS
A view east from Amman’s Third Circle.

Int’l film festival hosted by WLC dept.

FRENCH — FEB. 16 GERMAN — FEB. 23 SPANISH — MARCH 3

Where: The Movies at 
Meadville 

When: 7 p.m.

Need a ride?
Free shuttles will depart 

campus on N. Main at the 
top of Brooks Walk at 6 

p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
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The All Gender Equity Soci-

ety started the semester off by 

holding a meeting to discuss 

assets, issues and resources 

within the Allegheny Col-

lege community with Dean 

for Student Life Trae Yeckley 

as a guest speaker last Thurs-

day, Feb. 2, in room 303 of the 

Henderson Campus Center.

The discussion started off 

on a “positive note” by talking 

about what Allegheny has to 

offer, as stated by AGES Pres-

ident Cam Lesher ’24. The 

board and attendees talked 

about the biggest assets that 

Allegheny College has within 

the community.

“I think the location of this 

college is near perfect because 

this is a college with so many 

queer people, and it is incred-

ible,” Sabrina Seda, ’25, said 

in response. “However, it is 

located right in Meadville, 

which is extremely right-

wing, so I cannot imagine 

how many queer students live 

locally and found refuge and 

safety. A few of the storefronts 

and jobs in the town are open 

and show their support, too. 

And honestly, I don’t think 

the town would have the 

backbone to do that if there 

wasn’t such a huge collective 

of queer and queer-support-

ing people in this town as a 

result of the college’s action.”

An idea that both Lesher 

and Seda brought up was the 

available diversity of interests 

to students, ranging from ma-

jor and minor combinations 

to clubs to cultures. These re-

sources make it easier for stu-

dents to find and build com-

munities, suggested Seda.

The discussion then 

moved on to barriers that 

students have to navigate as 

queer people. Yeckley opened 

up by talking about moments 

of discrimination and mis-

gendering they go through.

“Even as an administrator, 

while people on the surface 

will tell me they respect my 

identity and my pronouns, 

the (number) of times I’ve 

been misgendered — and I’ve 

been here six years — drives 

me crazy,” Yeckley said. “Even 

though there’s a lot of support 

on campus and I feel very sup-

ported, there are still admin-

istrators and campus faculty 

who struggle with pronouns.”

Milo Watson, ’26, also felt 

that misgendering and incor-

rect pronoun use is a problem 

among  professors, staff and 

administrators.

“Allegheny is a space where 

I feel most supported in my 

queerness more than any-

where else, but I’ve definitely 

seen people get misgendered 

by the dining hall staff,” Wat-

son said.

Lesher connected the pro-

nouns issue to a broader issue 

of transphobia on campus, 

and opened up about recent 

events that he went through.

“So last week, I forgot my 

keys in one of the academic 

buildings, and I had to call 

Public Safety to let me in,” 

said Lesher. “I gave them my 

name and student ID. And 

they had to have me confirm 

my identity. And instead of 

using the name that I said they 

used my deadname instead of 

asking me for something like 

my birthday. They asked for 

my middle name, too, which 

is also my deadname. I’ve had 

issues every time I’ve called 

Public Safety and them mis-

gendering me.”

The group also discussed 

housing organization and 

Residence Life mistakenly 

putting queer individuals in 

non-gender inclusive halls 

and vice versa. Lesher ex-

plained that there have been 

many instances in which 

trans individuals are placed 

into wrong dorms or cisgen-

dered people are placed in 

gender-inclusive halls with-

out wanting to be there.

“Res Life doesn’t always 

see things from the perspec-

tive of ‘not everyone is cis,’ 

and there’s a lot of things to 

think about,” said Yeckley. 

“As queers, we have to think 

about when we go to the bath-

room. We have to think about 

if we’re comfortable with 

straight guys on the floor and 

whether they’re comfortable 

with us living on the floor, 

and we spend our entire lives 

trying to make everyone else 

comfortable. But when we go 

back to our dorm, we don’t 

want to have to think about 

making people comfortable, 

we just want to be us. So I 

think on my part, I can pro-

vide some more education, 

especially for the housing 

folks who do the placement, 

to make them be more aware 

of these issues.”

Watson also mentioned a 

lack of gender-inclusive halls, 

lounges and bathrooms. Even 

within Brooks Dining Hall, 

there are women’s and men’s 

bathrooms, but no gender-in-

clusive restroom.

AGES also touched on 

issues on campus that are 

not queer-related, such as 

wheelchair accessibility and 

resources, domestic violence 

awareness and Title IX, and 

consent education. 

“I would really like if there 

was more of a presence of do-

mestic violence education,” 

Watson said. “So many peo-

ple say they know what Title 

IX is, but they can’t actually 

describe it and don’t know 

where to go and what they 

can do. And some people who 

have suffered violence on this 

campus have the sentiment 

that Title IX does not work. 

And that is not a good thing.”

The meeting began draw-

ing to a conclusion with a dis-

cussion of helpful resources 

Allegheny College has avail-

able. 

“Helpful resources for me 

are between the queer-posi-

tive clubs like AGES, which 

helped me learn how to apply 

queerness to myself, and the 

IDEAS center because of the 

support and resources avail-

able there for those who need 

it,” Seda said.

As a way to have import-

ant conversations about what 

needs to be changed on cam-

pus, Yeckley intends to bring 

back monthly trans and non-

binary meet-ups. Yeckley 

explained that the meetings 

are similar to AGES, except 

with more of an explicit hope 

of learning what needs to be 

done differently and what stu-

dents find helpful.

“I love Allegheny students 

because they’re not going to 

sit by and let discrimination 

happen,” Yeckley said. “I ap-

preciate that students will 

actually call their faculty and 

administrators out and ex-

plain when something isn’t 

okay.”

AGES, Yeckley discuss queer 
issues on campus

A culinary catastrophe...
By HENRY GREFENSTETTE
Contributing Cartoonist
grefenstette01@allegheny.edu

By SARAH BRAMMELL

Comedy Columnist

brammells@allegheny.edu

A man with the screen name 

“Arun tysily” attended the 

city of Edmonton, Cana-

da’s online council meeting 

this past Monday in order to 

prove a point: climate change 

shouldn’t be a concern. He 

did this by eating a chili pep-

per and then assuring the 

council while visibly shaking 

that, since it wasn’t too spicy 

for him, climate change wasn’t 

too spicy for Earth either. 

However, “Arun tysily” failed 

to account for the fact that 

what goes in must come out, 

and that just like he probably 

was six hours later, Earth is 

currently bent over the toilet 

sweating and debating tak-

ing all of its clothes off as it 

passes the metaphorical chili 

pepper. If you’re not a fan of 

spicy food and need a point of 

reference for what this is like 

for our planet, visit Brooks for 

any meal and give it a couple 

of hours to feel the full effects 

of the climate crisis being 

mirrored in your lower intes-

tine.

Food continues to be 

problematic in many parts of 

the country this week, with a 

Tulsa, Oklahoma, couple still 

trying to recoup their losses 

after Starbucks charged them 

$4,444.44 for two coffees in 

January. The O’Dells were ex-

pecting to pay $10 for their 

morning cup-o-joe and did 

not check the receipt. As of 

this week, the family is still 

trying to get their money back 

after the checks that Starbucks 

sent them bounced. As a Star-

bucks is opening in Mead-

ville, The Campus’ sources 

have looked into these over 

two-thousand-dollar-apiece 

drinks, and found that what 

was thought to be a system 

error was actually a cashier 

accidentally ringing up the 

couple for “The Allegheny 

Advantage.” To really make 

the student demographic 

they’ll be serving in Meadville 

feel welcome, Starbucks has 

devised a plan where students 

will pay two thousand dollars 

for all of their beverages to 

make them feel that coffee is 

a part of their dining plan. It 

is unknown how “The Allegh-

eny Advantage” made its way 

to Tulsa, but if the O’Dells’ ex-

perience is anything like the 

average Allegheny student’s, 

they will probably find them-

selves paying off those coffees 

for a while.

In another case of the pow-

ers that be messing with some-

thing’s food, a woodpecker’s 

stash of over 700 pounds of 

acorns was extracted from 

the walls of a Glen Ellen, Cal-

ifornia home on Monday. The 

woodpecker had seeming-

ly been pecking away at the 

house to hide a treasure trove 

that big. The Campus reached 

out to the woodpecker’s legal 

representative for comment, 

but unfortunately, the bird 

has been inconsolable and 

was last seen loitering in the 

rafters of a Walmart garden 

center. Authorities have been 

unable to get a long enough 

net in order to get him down 

and press charges for property 

damage.

The funny column

(or maybe not so weird because this is Western PA)
By SOFIA HASSAN
Copy Editor
hassan01@allegheny.edu

Weird weather

SOFIA HASSAN/THE CAMPUS
As of Thursday, Feb. 9, small piles of snow remain at intervals along Brooks Walk 
where just one week prior both walk and ground were invisible under frozen ice.
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By SAM HEILMANN

Junior Opinion Editor

heilmann01@allegheny.edu

Few things are powerful enough 

to draw people out of their warm 

homes and into the cold and snow 

on a dark winter evening. Cookies 

are one of those things, and Mead-

ville business owners know it. 

Cookies of every variety drew 

over 300 Meadville residents and 

Allegheny students to the Meadville 

Market House on Friday, Feb. 3. The 

annual First Friday Cookie Walk was 

hosted by the Meadville Indepen-

dent Business Alliance, whose goal is 

to “organize fun and family-friendly 

shop-local events,” according to ex-

periencemeadville.org.

Beginning at the Market House, 

participants could grab a cookie-col-

lecting box along with a map to par-

ticipating businesses along Market 

Street, Chestnut Street and Park 

Avenue. Business owners left their 

doors open from 5-8 p.m., handing 

out cookies and making conversa-

tion with locals. 

Leslie Flint, owner of Indigo 

Boutique and Botanica, is one busi-

ness owner who appreciates that 

the Cookie Walk brings people to 

Meadville’s downtown shops at a 

time when business might otherwise 

be slow.

“It’s a really great way to bridge 

the gap from the holiday season to 

the spring, where things start to liv-

en back up,” Flint said. 

While the event may drum up 

business around town, its mission 

is to bring the community closer to 

local businesses, not increase sales. 

For Flint, it means “(welcoming) 

people into the space, and not put-

ting any expectation on shopping; 

just (having) a good time.” 

Participants could pick up 

thumbprint cookies and chai cook-

ies at Indigo’s Boutique and adjacent 

Apothecary. Just around the corner, 

Heather Fish, ’15, of Hatch Hollow 

handed out biscochitos alongside 

Stabile Arbor and Tree Care’s lem-

on crinkle cookies and the City of 

Meadville’s no-bakes in the art shop’s 

gallery and co-working space. 

This year was not Fish’s first with 

the cookie walk, but still she was im-

pressed with the turnout. 

“We do this every February,” Fish 

said. “It’s always kind of rough out-

side, but people show up every year.”

The event, to her, is a way to give 

back to the community in a unique 

way.

“It’s just a thank-you to custom-

ers; it’s dark and cold outside, and 

this is a fun way to bring people 

downtown,” Fish said. 

And thankful they were. Before 

the event was done, businesses along 

the cookie route hung signs in their 

windows telling customers that they 

were fresh-out of cookies.

Kerstin Ams, manager of Mead-

ville’s Market House, said that par-

ticipation was high from the start of 

the event, given the first-come, first-

serve basis.

“We went through almost 200 

boxes in less than an hour,” Ams 

said. It’s no surprise, given that the 

line to pick up cookie boxes was out 

the door in the first several minutes 

of the event.

Participants like Meadville resi-

dent Hailey Schwab and her family 

were glad to get a box when they 

could.

“This is our first time doing (the 

Cookie Walk),” Schwab said. “It’s a 

little cold, but it’s really fun.”

As intended, the event led her to 

discover businesses in the local area 

that she may not have otherwise vis-

ited, like French Creek Framing and 

Fine Art.

For those who missed the Cookie 

Walk — not to worry. The Meadville 

Independent Business Alliance hosts 

events every “First Friday” of the 

month from 5-8 p.m.; no promises 

that they will be as sweet as this one, 

though. 

Meadvillians brave cold for 
First Friday Cookie Walk

SAM HEILMANN/THE CAMPUS
At the final stop of the Cookie Walk, Confections of a Cake Lover’s Sarah Chapp hands out cupcakes 
and cookies to customers.

It’s just a thank-you to customers; it’s dark and 
cold outside, and this is a fun way to bring people 
downtown.”

—HEATHER FISH, ’15, 
Owner,

Hatch Hollow

By EVELYN ZAVALA

Staff  Writer

zavala01@allegheny.edu

Many cultures in Asia celebrate the 

Lunar New Year, a festival of cele-

brating the beginning of the new 

year. The Association for Asian and 

Asian American Awareness wel-

comed the Lunar New Year on Satur-

day Feb. 4, in the Henderson Cam-

pus Center lobby from 7-9 p.m. 

A5 Co-President Owen Wang, 

’23, said the celebration was planned 

to include food from the New Im-

perial Buffet, a Lion Dance perfor-

mance by the Steel Dragon dance 

team and paper cutting. 

“For the food, we have a broad 

range of Asian food instead of any-

thing specific,” Wang said. “Since we 

are celebrating the Lunar New Year, 

it doesn’t just include China because 

it is also celebrated in Korea, Viet-

nam and Japan.” 

The Lunar New Year celebration 

is typically two weeks and is cele-

brated based on the lunar calendar, 

according to National Geographic. 

The celebration is meant to symbol-

ize the ridding of bad luck the previ-

ous year and the welcoming of good 

luck in the coming year. 

Co-President Aria Zong, ’25, ex-

plained that while A5 was able to 

include all the important aspects of 

the celebration, there were some dif-

ficulties with budgeting for the event 

because of new financial policies. 

“Most of the challenges in plan-

ning the event were trying to work 

with the student government in 

terms of our finance problems,” 

Zong said. “Like trying to submit the 

forms in time because they are en-

forcing the new two weeks rule for 

finance requests.” 

A5’s previous food budget of 

$850 was reduced to $350 this se-

mester, so less was spent on food for 

the celebration, according to Wang. 

However, the club chose not to apply 

for more financial support. Attend-

ees at the event were served by A5 

members who announced that they 

were welcome to have seconds. 

Steel Dragon Instructor Chris 

Young explained that the Lion 

Dance — which was the main event 

at the celebration — is typically per-

formed at cultural celebrations such 

as the Lunar New Year to welcome 

the new year.

“This year is the Year of the Rabbit 

for the Chinese, but for the Vietnam-

ese it is the Year of the Cat,” Young 

said. “In this set up we have carrots 

representing rabbits, (and) little gold 

ingots that represent prosperity. 

Tangerines also represent prosperity, 

pineapple represents abundance and 

candy represents sweetness.” 

During the Lion Dance, the per-

formers threw the representative 

items, such as lettuce, at the au-

dience. The lettuce throwing rep-

resents the lion spreading wealth, 

prosperity and good luck, according 

to Hawaii Magazine. 

Ana Bonilla, ’25, was invited 

to attend the event by friends. She 

explained that, as an international 

student from Guatemala, she has be-

come more familiar with other cul-

tures through college.

“I liked the event because you 

can learn things about a country 

that maybe you didn’t know much 

about,” Bonilla said. “I enjoy learn-

ing about other cultures.” 

While having cultural celebra-

tions on campus can help students 

build community on campus, it may 

cause some homesickness for inter-

national students who have the same 

celebrations at home, according to 

Wang. 

“As a Chinese student, when we 

have the celebration we probably all 

say, ‘Oh, that is very different from 

what I had back in China,’” Wang 

said, “Homesickness for the most 

part is under control because at least 

they will feel that somebody will cel-

ebrate your cultural traditions and 

even though you are probably home-

sick you won’t be forgotten.” 

Wang said that A5 is planning 

to have more board meetings to in-

troduce more events such as game 

nights. 

“We have Asian board games 

and Asian movies for movie nights,” 

Wang said. “It is also a possibility 

that we can get some mini vans from 

school to go to the closest China-

town which is in Cleveland.”  

Zong said A5’s goal was to bring 

more awareness of Asian cultures on 

campus through the Lunar New Year 

celebration.

“We wanted to celebrate this 

event because this is one of the big-

gest events in Asia,” Zong said. “This 

is a good way to spread awareness 

on campus because Allegheny is a 

predominantly white institution and 

the minorities versus the white pop-

ulation on campus has a really big 

disparity especially with the Asian 

American Pacific Islander commu-

nity here.” 

Events by A5 will continue to 

try to give international and Asian 

American  students a chance to feel 

like a part of their community is 

available on campus, according to 

Zong. 

“I feel like these events help keep 

the API community here and give 

them a way to feel like their cultures 

are celebrated in the U.S. and feel at 

home,” Zong said. 

A5 celebrates Lunar 
New Year with food, 

Lion Dance 
performance

Homesickness for the 
most part is under control 
because at least they will 
feel that somebody will 
celebrate your cultural 
traditions and even though 
you are probably homesick 
you won’t be forgotten.” 

—OWEN WANG
Class of 2023

EVELYN ZAVALA/THE CAMPUS
Members of A5 posing with Steel Dragon performers and the lion at the Lunar New Year celebration 
in the Henderson Campus Center on Saturday, Feb. 4. The purpose of the lion dance is to ward off evil 
spirits and spread good luck, according to www.liondance211.org. 
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Track and field stars continue to light up the conference 
By SOPHIA GODZAK

Contributing Writer

godzak01@allegheny.edu

The Allegheny men’s and wom-

en’s track and field teams are 

more than halfway through 

their season after their previous 

competition on Saturday, Feb. 

4. The teams were split, with 

two men competing at the 19th 

Annual Akron Invitational and 

the rest at the Jim Wuske Invi-

tational at University of Mount 

Union. The women also com-

peted at University of Mount 

Union. 

Throughout this season, 

team members have broken 

numerous school records. Mi-

haela Toader, ’23, broke the 

school record in the 200-meter 

dash with a time of 25.90 at the 

Youngstown State University 

Mid-Major Invitational on Jan. 

27. This past weekend, Stephen 

Cullinan, ’23, broke the school 

record of points held in the 

heptathlon with 4,620 points. 

Toader came in first in the 

400-meter dash this past week-

end with a time of 1:00:16 sec-

onds, which is the second-best 

time in the Presidents’ Athletic 

Conference, and placed second 

in the 200-meter dash. With 

this being Toader’s last indoor 

season of her collegiate career, 

she plans on going far.

“This competition (at 

Mount Union) was good prac-

tice; it’s getting us ready for 

championships,” Toader said. 

“My goal is to make it to Na-

tionals and earn an All-Ameri-

can title. For the team, I want us 

to put as many points together 

as possible and get a conference 

win.” 

Toader is no stranger to suc-

cess. She was named the PAC 

Track Athlete of the Week for 

women for her performance at 

Youngstown State University, 

and she was awarded the same 

title again for a second week in 

a row for her performance at 

Mount Union. 

“It’s rewarding to get rec-

ognized and beat records; ev-

eryone is finally seeing all the 

hard work I’ve been putting in 

the off-season, and it makes me 

feel great,” Toader said. 

As much as she trained for 

her last season, Toader said 

she still knows when her body 

needs rest. 

“I typically train in the 

morning at six with my coach 

and then again later at practice,” 

Toader said. “It can be a lot, but 

I’m managing it well. I’ve also 

started to implement more rest 

days for my body as well as start 

cross-training. I swim on Sun-

days to help my body rest, but 

to keep it moving.”

On the men’s team, Cullinan 

is a standout member. At the 

Youngstown State Invitational, 

he had the second-best jump of 

his career at 6.18 meters during 

the long jump. This past week-

end, Cullinan won his second 

heptathlon with 4.620 points 

at the Akron Invitational and 

was named the PAC Track Ath-

lete of the Week for his perfor-

mance. With conference cham-

pionships coming up soon, 

Cullinan has a lot to focus on. 

He credited his teammates with 

keeping him motivated. 

“I’m not surprised by all the 

achievements and records that 

we’re breaking,” Cullinan said. 

“Everyone here is super dedi-

cated and has been putting in 

so much work, and it’s incred-

ible to see it all paying off.  Ev-

ery time I come into practice, 

I see and greet these people, 

my teammates, who have such 

positive mindsets and attitudes, 

and that helps me out so much.”

Cullinan plans to compete 

in the pole vault and 200-meter 

dash at this weekend’s compe-

tition in Ohio. He is currently 

ranked in the top three in the 

PAC for pole vault and high 

jump. After his record-break-

ing heptathlon this past week-

end, he is now ranked 23rd in 

NCAA standings. He is just a 

few points away from qualify-

ing for Nationals. 

Coming back from this past 

competition, Head Track and 

Field Coach Ben Mourer, ’07, 

gave an outlook for the rest of 

the season. 

“We are really encouraged 

for both teams right now, the 

women’s team especially, be-

cause we are the favorites to 

win the conference champion-

ship,” Mourer said. “The men 

may not be in the best position 

to win, but we have some guys 

that can score some big-time 

points.” 

Two competitions are left 

before the PAC Conference 

Championships on Feb. 24. 

After this season, both the 

men’s and women’s track and 

field teams will have to rebuild 

without Toader and Cullinan. 

“It’s tough losing those two,” 

Mourer said. “It can be argued 

that they are the best-ever in 

their events here. (They are) 

major losses,” Mourer said. 

However, the legacy an ath-

lete can leave behind is some-

thing that Mourer and his assis-

tants have been exploring with 

their teams this year. 

“The seniors wanted to leave 

their marks on the program be-

fore they’re gone,” Mourer said. 

“Stephen and Mihaela will be 

doing that in a very positive 

way. Essentially, we talk about 

how the younger athletes want 

to start their legacy and how 

the older athletes want to leave 

it.” 

The season is not over yet, 

though. The men’s and women’s 

teams participate in the SPIRE 

Indoor Games at the SPIRE 

Institute in Geneva, Ohio, on 

Saturday, Feb. 11. 

Super Bowl? Super fun!

Photo courtesy of GATOR ATHLETICS
Mihaela Toader, ’23, comes out of her set in the Mid-Major Invitational hosted by 
Youngstown State University on Saturday, Jan. 28. Toader went on to break the 
school record for the indoor 200-meter dash in this event. 

By KYLE CHANDLER

Sports Editor

chandler01@allegheny.edu

For the first time in Super 

Bowl history, the Kansas City 

Chiefs will go head to head 

against the Philadelphia Ea-

gles at State Farm Stadium in 

Glendale, Arizona, on Sun-

day, Feb. 12. Buzz on campus 

has filled the air with the game 

only a couple of days away. 

“Everybody doubted us,” 

said die-hard Eagles fan 

Dylan Fanelli, ’26. “Every-

body said this would not hap-

pen and that it was a fluke. We 

can watch this Sunday and see 

if that happens, but you know 

what? Fly, Eagles, fly.”

While Fanelli is in good 

company with the rest of 

Philadelphia, the Chiefs are 

making their fifth Super Bowl 

appearance since the Na-

tional Football League creat-

ed the tournament in 1967. 

The team participated in the 

first-ever Super Bowl, losing 

to the Green Bay Packers by a 

score of 35-10. They clinched 

their first win in 1970, but did 

not return to the Super Bowl 

until 2019, where they went 

on to win again. This year 

marks the team’s third trip 

in the last four seasons, with 

their most recent appearance 

being in 2020.

In the twenty-first centu-

ry, the New England Patriots 

went on a historic run, ap-

pearing in nine Super Bowls 

across 18 seasons spanning 

from 2002 to 2019. With the 

success Patrick Mahomes and 

Andy Reid have delivered to 

the Chiefs’ kingdom in their 

early years of partnership, 

one might wonder if they can 

replicate what Tom Brady and 

Bill Belichick did for the Pats 

in the past two decades.

Mahomes has been a spe-

cial talent since getting the 

call to start in 2018. One year 

prior, during his rookie sea-

son, he was under the wing of 

veteran Alex Smith, who took 

the Chiefs to the postseason, 

losing to the Tennessee Titans 

in the Wild Card round.

After gaining experience  

learning from a seasoned pro, 

Mahomes took off during his 

sophomore year in the NFL, 

throwing for over 5,000 yards 

— a marker that he hit again 

this season with 5,250 — and 

50 touchdowns. The 2019-20 

season rolled through, and 

Mahomes took the Chiefs 

to the promised land, giving 

them their first Super Bowl 

appearance and victory since 

their 1970 title.

If they are crowned victors 

again this Sunday, it will sure-

ly solidify Reid as one of the 

greatest coaches in NFL his-

tory, and will inch Mahomes 

closer to reaching Brady’s sev-

en rings. 

The Eagles, meanwhile, 

came out of the gate with 

something to prove. They 

were the hottest team in the 

NFL all season, and began 

their 2022-23 campaign with 

a stellar 8-0 record. Sec-

ond-year quarterback Jalen 

Hurts has led the team with 

just over 3,700 passing yards 

and 22 touchdowns on the 

season. Although his stats are 

not as glossy as Mahomes’ are, 

his supporters still believe he 

can get the job done under 

this kind of pressure.

“Hurts is the hardest-work-

ing quarterback I have ever 

seen in my entire life,” Fanelli 

said. “I think it will shine in 

the Super Bowl how hard that 

guy works.”

This is the Eagles’ first trip 

to the Super Bowl since 2018, 

when Nick Foles — who 

subbed in for Carson Wentz 

after he went down with an 

ACL tear late in the season — 

took down Brady and the Pats 

41-33. It is the birds’ fourth 

appearance in franchise his-

tory, where they are looking 

to add a second ring to their 

collection. 

Fanelli was able to witness 

the Eagles last Super Bowl, 

and was going to go to the 

2018 NFC Championship 

game until he got subbed out 

by one of his uncles. Never-

theless, during the champion-

ship game, his family still had 

a party and Fanelli celebrated 

by jumping into a pool when 

they won. 

“We were all there as a 

family at my uncle’s house, 

and we bought out Rita’s 

Water Ice and a Philly chees-

esteak shop,” Fanelli said. “It 

was electric. I had a feeling of 

fear when I saw my granddad 

start to cry because that was 

the first time I have ever seen 

him cry. But it was blissful 

happiness and I hope to see it 

again this Sunday.”

The Eagles are strong in 

the trenches. They ranked as 

the number-one offensive line 

in the NFL throughout the 

entire season, listed on Pro 

Football Focus. In the middle 

of that group is Jason Kelce, 

brother of Kansas City’s star 

tight end Travis Kelce.

This marks the first time 

in NFL history that a pair of 

brothers will play together 

in the Super Bowl. The only 

downside is by the end of the 

night one will be celebrating 

while the other is in sham-

bles. Still, their mother Don-

na Kelce could not be more 

excited.

“How could it get any bet-

ter than this?” Donna Kelce 

said in a video interview with 

ABC. “It is going to be the 

best day ever.”

It has been a long road to 

get to this point in the season. 

There have been many sur-

prises and disappointments 

for fans across the league in 

the 22-week stretch that led to 

the big stage. 

The matchup is predicted 

to be a good one. Both teams 

earned a bye week in the Wild 

Card round after respectively 

winning their conferences. 

The Eagles steamrolled the 

Giants and 49ers the next two 

weeks. Although the Chiefs 

squeaked by the Jaguars and 

Bengals to get here, they rep-

resent a veteran team who has 

been to this point before with 

the same core guys. Opening 

kickoff is set for 6:30 p.m.

Photo courtesy of ROBERT HAYES
Stephen Cullinan, ’23, competes in the long jump at the Akron Invitational on Sat-
urday, Feb. 4. He was crowned victor in the heptathlon, besting a trio of Division I 
athletes from Akron University and Kent State University.

The Kansas City Chiefs take on the Philadelphia Eagles this Sunday in Arizona

Everybody said this would not happen and 
that it was a fluke. We can watch this Sunday 
and see if that happens, but you know what? 
Fly, Eagles, fly.”

—DYLAN FANELLI
Class of 2026
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