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FRIDAY

H: 26º  L: 18º
Snow: 7%
Sunrise: 7:03 a.m.
Sunset: 6:04 p.m.

SATURDAY

H: 39º   L: 25º
Snow: 15%
Sunrise: 7:01 a.m.
Sunset: 6:06 p.m.

SUNDAY

H: 41º   L: 25º
Rain: 10%
Sunrise: 7:00 a.m. 
Sunset: 6:07 p.m.
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SELF-PORTRAIT OF THE PRESIDENT

President Ron Cole, ’87, recounts his experiences at Al-
legheny, exploring how he ended up back at the college at 
four different points in his life.
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ADMITTED STUDENTS DAY

Admitted students were invited to campus on 
Monday, Feb. 20, for the first Admitted Students 
Day of the semester. The students, should they 
matriculate, will be members of the class of 2027.
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WAR IN UKRAINE

The Russian war in Ukraine began one year ago 
today. Ukrainian international students have come 
together to host a day of reflection and education.
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By SAMI MIRZA

Editor-in-Chief
mirza01@allegheny.edu

The Allegheny Student Government be-
gan the process to grant itself the power 
to determine what clubs are members 
of the Culture, Identity, and Leadership 
Coalition in an “emergency” General 
Assembly on the evening of Wednes-
day, Feb. 15. ASG — as well as invited 
leadership from CILC clubs — gathered 
to discuss amendment 22-05, which 
would shift power to determine CILC 
membership from the IDEAS Center to 
ASG. 

Publicly, proponents say the amend-
ment would centralize ASG’s authority 
as the sole representative of students on 
campus. A document in the meeting 
minutes argues that the move is neces-
sary because CILC clubs are currently 
required to meet with a staff member 
who makes them uncomfortable. But 
despite being advertised to the public, 
all but two minutes of the Feb. 15 dis-
cussion on the amendment were spent 
in closed session at the suggestion of 
ASG President Veronica Green, ’23.

“As a word of advice from me, during 
the discussion point of the amendment, 
I recommend that we move to a closed 
session,” Green told the Feb. 15 GA. 
“Therefore, if there’s any information 
provided from Cabinet or our guests, 
that they do not fear some sort of retal-
iation or any sort of journalistic writing 
from The Campus.”

On a motion from Class of 2025 
President Nicole Recio Bremer, the 
Senate voted 11-4 to close the meet-
ing. Anyone who was not a member of 
ASG or a CILC guest was removed from 
the session until the meeting reopened 
more than an hour later.

Article II, Section 5, Subsection 4 of 
the ASG constitution stipulates that a 
closed session can be convened “if one 
of the following conditions are met:

a. The General Assembly is discuss-
ing the appointment, the performance, 
or the dismissal of a member of cabinet, 
senate, or an appointed member of a 
College Committee.

 b. The body must discuss the reallo-
cation of any ASG specific funds.

c. All discussions held in a closed 
session shall remain in the closed ses-
sion and shall not be discussed there-
after, this includes the closed section 
discussion within the minutes.”

In an email to The Campus after the 
meeting, Green said that the ASG con-
stitution’s wording regarding closed ses-
sions was flexible enough to allow uses 
like the Feb. 15 meeting. 

By ROMAN HLADIO

Editor-in-Chief
hladior@allegheny.edu

Allegheny students are set to get stron-
ger with the introduction of a new 
weight exercise club and further debate 
on two constitutional amendments.

The Allegheny Student Government 
called their Tuesday, Feb. 21, General 
Assembly to order at 7:31 p.m. They 
officially approved Lift-Up as a club, 
proposed a new amendment and talked 
about disciplinary proceedings follow-
ing last week’s emergency assembly on 
Wednesday, Feb. 15.

ASG President Veronica Green, ’23, 
opened with a statement regarding dis-
ciplinary action to be taken against ASG 
officials following the Wednesday, Feb. 
15, emergency meeting.

“It’s been brought to my attention 
that some people in this room did not 
maintain their responsibility of hold-
ing their seat in this room, and did not 
honor their confidentiality agreement, 
and did not honor the fact that people’s 
personal experience is not theirs to talk 
about,” Green said.

Green’s role is to run the student 
legislature as the president of ASG, she 
explained, and in performing that role 
she and the current administration have 
done a lot to maintain and increase 
trust in ASG among the student body. 
To this point, she said, she believed ASG 
had done a good job.

“This room is about to get a lot more 
empty in the coming weeks, and I just 
want to say that I am disappointed in 
those individuals,” Green said.

Green said that Judicial Review 
Board complaints have been filed 
against the individuals, and that the 
Rules Committee is currently reviewing 
them. Article V Section 2, Subsection 
b, of the ASG constitution states that 
“Should the case be deemed to not have 
constitutional basis, the case shall end at 
the rules committee.”

If there is constitutional basis, the 
case will be brought before the conclave 
of the JRB — a group of three students 
appointed by the Attorney General. 
Members of ASG are not allowed mem-
bership on the JRB. Both the accuser 
and representatives of the accused will 
have an opportunity to present a case 
on the issue’s constitutionality before a 
decision is made.

“As we move forward in talking 
about both amendments tonight and 
the CILC (Culture, Identity and Lead-
ership Coalition) constitution in the 
coming weeks, please understand that 
people’s personal experiences are not 
yours to have opinions on,” Green said. 

Allegheny responds to East Palestine spill
By ANNA WESTBROOK

Junior News Editor
westbrook01@allegheny.edu

A train carrying a wide range of indus-
trial chemicals derailed on Friday, Feb. 
3, in East Palestine, Ohio — just 80 miles 
from Meadville. Many of the chemicals 
that were spilled during the wreck are 
carcinogenic and known to cause acute 
and long-term adverse health effects.

“We understand that there has been 
concern expressed in certain segments 
of the media about the train derail-
ment and chemical spill in East Pales-
tine, Ohio on February 3,” the college 
wrote in a statement to The Campus 
on Friday, Feb. 17. “We know that the 
event was significant and had real con-
sequences for the inhabitants of East 
Palestine and their neighbors. We want 
to assure you that Allegheny takes the 
health and safety of its community very 
seriously. Allegheny College is unaware 
of any dangers posed locally to health 
and safety from the East Palestine inci-
dent.”

The college has been in contact 
with the Crawford County Emergen-
cy Management Coordinator, who has 

reaffirmed that neither the federal En-
vironment Protection Agency nor the 
State Department of Environmental 
Protection have issued any directives to 
Crawford County.

While East Palestine and Mead-
ville are both located within the Ohio 
River Watershed, Meadville is located 
upstream, which means any potential 
contamination of water sources in East 
Palestine will not affect Meadville.

Still, many students have been wor-
ried about possible air contamination 
on campus. Assistant Professor of En-
vironmental Science and Sustainability 
Matt Betherum said he shares similar 
concerns.

“I haven’t seen anything definitive 
about how far those toxins reached in 
the airshed in the aftermath of the di-
saster, but it’s a possibility, at least, that 
this community could have been ex-
posed to probably what would have 
been relatively low levels of anything 
that got into the air,” Betherum said.

Betherum teaches environmental 
policy and believes the severity of the 
derailment came as a direct result of 
multiple “bad actors” working in con-
junction with each other over the past 

year.
During the summer of 2022, rail em-

ployees threatened to strike nationwide 
if they did not receive better employ-
ment benefits and safer working condi-
tions — which included the installation 
of updated safety features on trains and 
tracks. Betherum said rail companies 
opposed employees’ demands because 
they were too expensive. The compa-
nies wrote a labor agreement that did 
not satisfy employees, which the Biden 
administration then helped to pass on 
Dec. 2, 2022.

“The railroad industry has got a spe-
cial carve out that goes way, way back 
because of how important the railroads 
were for moving goods around the 
United States,” Betherum said. “And so 
the federal government does have the 
authority to bust a strike, in essence. 
They don’t call it that. What they call it 
is, ‘We’re going to moderate an agree-
ment here.’ Well, it just so happens that 
they decided to adopt the agreement 
that was written by the rail industry 
which didn’t meet virtually any of the 
workers’ demands, including the safety 
stuff.”

BLACK HISTORY MONTHBLACK HISTORY MONTH

   WILLIAM LOWTHERT/THE CAMPUS
Students dance together at the Get Down Decades Dance on Friday, Feb. 17, at the Schultz Banquet Hall.

SLE to launch Engage after spring break
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By SAMI MIRZA
Editor-in-Chief
mirza01@allegheny.edu

Move over, MyAllegheny: There is a 
new web platform for student events on 
campus.
More than five months after initially 
planned, the rollout of club manage-
ment software Engage is set to begin 
this week, opening a new chapter in the 
way students and clubs interact with 
each other and the wider community.

“We were trying to find a solution to 
the problem of people saying, ‘I don’t 
know how to get involved with a club,’” 
said Assistant Dean for Student Leader-

ship & Engagement Eric Stolar. “‘I know 
they’re there and I know they’re having 
events but I don’t know how to get in 
contact with them.’”

The platform works by giving each 
student organization a centralized 
space on Engage to coordinate all sorts 
of activities. Club leaders can see their 
budgets in real time, privately share 
documents among individual cabinet 
members, and post events on a sched-
ule for the wider student body to see. 
The Engage platform is already used by 
a number of other schools, including 
the University of Portland and Boston 
University.

Engage was originally set to launch 

in time for a training for all clubs in 
mid-September, but resurfaced only a 
few weeks ago, when Dean for Student 
Life Trae Yeckley mentioned it during 
an Allegheny Student Government 
General Assembly. Stolar cited turnover 
in SLE as part of the delay.

“The (staff member) who had that 
knowledge and background with En-
gage left the college at the beginning of 
the fall, so we lost some of that famil-
iarity with the program, so that was me 
and Gloria Burgess, our Student Life 
Coordinator, getting some time to get 
used to the website ourselves and to 
kind of learn that lens of it,” he said.

Tumultuous week for ASG
Amendments 
stall in GA

Closed session 
held midweek

See GA    page 2



The work was complicated 
by backend details in getting 
the platform running, including 
importing the 100-odd student 
organizations on campus and 
setting up login information for 
every student.

“We were expecting to have a 
little bit more time in the initial 
build of the website that we just 
lost out on,” Stolar said. “It took 
us a little longer to get in and be 
able to do some of those fine de-
tails and making sure we were 
presenting something that was 
going to be actually usable.”

While the website is up and 
running, it is not populated with 
any events. This week, SLE will 
be connecting with club leaders 

to get that ball rolling.
“We’ll give them probably 

about a week or so to do some 
internal work and engage with 
that special access to club lead-
ers,” Stolar said. “After that — 
we’re looking now at after spring 
break is when we’ll start rolling 
it out to the more general pop-
ulation.”

Unlike MyAllegheny or social 
media, which is often limited to 
announcing events that day or in 
the next few days, this schedule 
can extend days or even weeks in 
advance — which Stolar hopes 
will streamline students’ ability 
to find events they’re interested 
in.

“Maybe those things get post-

ed once or emailed once and can 
kind of get lost in the influx of 
other materials you’re getting,” 
Stolar said. “Engage will always 
be updating. It will always be 
live. So you can always log in 
and find something that way 
versus having to look through 
your email to find more infor-
mation on an event you might 
have seen.”

This new schedule of events 
could open new doors for club 
planning. Grounds for Change 
— which regularly hosts club 
events — sees Engage as a possi-
ble way to expand coordination 
with other student groups.

“It definitely sounds like it 
could be a good idea and a pos-

sible way to make our schedule 
more known and available,” said 
GFC Treasurer Marshall Ramos, 
’24. “Then again, it’s years of 
systematic work that we’ve built 
into our operations that would 
have to be changed.”

Where most room spaces on 
campus can be reserved through 
the Scheduler platform, GFC’s 
space must be reserved through 
the club itself to centralize infor-
mation for the café’s leadership. 
Changing this system, Ramos 
said, requires developing new 
procedures and a careful weigh-
ing of pros and cons.

“I definitely think it’ll come 
down to our events team and 
what they feel,” Ramos said. “I 

think that if we do make the 
switch, it’ll be a year or two 
down the line, once the plat-
form’s settled and we can work 
around different bugs and stuff.”

Beyond the schedule, Ra-
mos thinks that the platform 
will make leadership changes in 
student organizations easier to 
handle. 

“It sounds like it can central-
ize some of the information on 
clubs, which I know is a huge 
problem,” Ramos said. “As a 
member of many different clubs, 
officer transitions are some of 
the worst things to deal with.”

Since the platform can host 
club constitutions and other 
documents critical to running a 
student organization, transition-
ing materials from one student 
to the next is just a matter of 
changing who can access what. 

“When we go in and put Stu-
dent X as the next president, all 
of that information that pres-
ident had access to in Engage 
will automatically go over to that 
next person, so we don’t have to 
worry about making sure there’s 
that email follow-up or trying to 
share Google Drives or some-
thing like that,” Stolar said.

Included in the informa-
tion club leaders can access is a 
live look at clubs’ budgets and 
finances, which ASG officials 
hope will prove more palatable 
than its current update system 

of sending every club a spread-
sheet with their current budget 
balance about once a week.

“I’ve had complaints about 
the structure of it and it being in 
a more readable format, so this 
is just for us to make it easier for 
clubs to look,” said ASG Director 
of Finance Adriana Solis, ’23.

However, ASG’s underlying 
fund request processes will re-
main in place, according to Solis.

“The process and the time-
lines and everything are still 
going to be the same,” Solis said. 
“We’re not going to change that. 
It’s just so that I don’t have to 
send out weekly emails with 
this really disgusting-looking 
spreadsheet with all the club 
names and all their transac-
tions and their club budget … 
it doesn’t really change the pro-
cess.”

Solis is looking forward to 
the platform empowering clubs 
to put their events into the pub-
lic sphere and connect more 
efficiently with their financial 
status.

“I’m excited for clubs to get 
their own platform,” she said. 
“I know that’s been a lot of con-
flict in the past, if clubs want to 
be able to promote their stuff 
and get access to their financial 
information so that they can ac-
curately plan their events a lot 
quicker than the turnaround is 
in ASG.”
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WILLIAM LOWTHERT/THE CAMPUS
Shawntea Mahdi, ’23, sells tickets for the Soul Food Dinner event that occured on Sunday, 
Feb. 19, at the Schultz Banquet Hall.

WILLIAM LOWTHERT/THE CAMPUS
Daniel Stanton (left), a teller from Marquette Bank, leads Allegheny College students 
through a financial literacy workshop on Wednesday, Feb. 15. During the workshop, he 
talked about how it was not bad to be “Balling on Budget” and that to find success in life, a 
person needs to know how to wisely spend money.

ENGAGE from page 1

Source: ALLEGHENY COLLEGE
Engage’s landing page includes links to events and ways to get involved.

GA from page 1
“If they wanted to reach out 

for assistance in certain depart-
ments — if they wanted your 
personal commentary, they 
would have asked you for it. We 
were there to listen. We were not 
there to comment on whether or 
not it was credible, on whether 
or not you personally — we were 
not there to invalidate other 
people’s experiences. We were 
not there to share them with 
other people as well.”

A discussion totaling about 35 
minutes took place in the midst 
of “new business,” as Director of 
the Treasury Adriana Solis, ’23, 
announced “Amendment 22-
06.” This new amendment was a 
response to last week’s “Amend-
ment 22-05.” Both amendments 
seek to add an eleventh article 
to the ASG constitution defining 
CILC membership. Class of 2023 
President Shira Haus, a sponsor 

of the  second proposal, referred 
to it as “the middle ground.”

“After the GA last week, some 
members of CILC organizations 
that were not able to attend the 
meeting kind of voiced their 
concerns about the amendment 
to me, and I believe, you know, 
as a ruling body, our job is to 
represent our constituents, and 
they were kind of worried about 
ASG having too much power 
over CILC status in general, es-
pecially since the IDEAS Center 
functions as, like, advising and 
overseeing CILC clubs in some 
ways,” Haus said.

Amendment 22-06 — which 
was authored by Solis and spon-
sored by Haus; Class of 2023 
Vice President Jasmin Meyer 
Jaafari; Director of Communi-
cation and Press Kyrie Doniz, 
’23; Class of 2024 Vice Presi-
dent London Dejarnette; Class 

of 2024 President Juliana James 
and Senator Hunter Goerman, 
’25 — more explicitly states that 
both ASG and the IDEAS Center 
must approve when an organiza-
tion seeks CILC status or when 
an organization’s CILC status is 
challenged.

Director of Diversity and 
Inclusion Jaelyn Valentin, ’25, 
worried that some CILC orga-
nizations would not be comfort-
able with Director of the IDEAS 
Center Lisa Nicole Smith having 
such a direct amount of control 
over CILC organizations as a re-
sult of the amendment.

Valentin went on to claim, 
without citing any specific ev-
idence, that Smith has not read 
the CILC constitution and said 
Smith has not contacted her re-
garding needed revisions despite 
efforts to collaborate.

Smith did not immediately 

respond to a request for a com-
ment Thursday.

“We all have a general un-
derstanding, have access to the 
CILC constitution, but you guys 
have read the CILC constitution, 
it is a hot f------- mess, pardon 
my French,” Valentin said.

Later in the conversation, 
both Green and Haus noted 
the impermanence of ASG as 
an institution, how the student 
government will always have a 
high turnover, and that it is the 
job of the government to make 
amendments that are clearly un-
derstandable for future cabinets.

After the discussion closed, 
Senator Gary Murray, ’26, put 
forward a motion to vote on 
amendment 22-05. The 7-7 vote 
on the motion, with two absten-
tions, failed because it required 
a supermajority, which was not 
met.

Amendment 22-06 was ta-
bled, with Director of Commu-
nity Relations William Lowth-
ert, ’24, and Senator Lorenzo 
Scarnati, ’26, both suggesting at 
separate points in the discussion 
that the language be improved 
before voting ensues.

“So as of right now, the pro-
cess for becoming a CILC orga-
nization or losing CILC status is 
still completely up to the direc-
tor of the IDEAS Center?” asked 
co-Director of Student Affairs 
Cam Lesher, ’24.

“Yes,” ASG Vice President 
Rudra Schultz-Ray, ’23, re-
sponded.

In “unfinished business,” the 
assembly put Lift Up, a club 
which promotes inclusivity in 
strength-based sports and exer-
cise, to its second round of vot-
ing. The club passed its second 
round of voting, with no nays 

and one abstention from Senator 

V Belcher, ’26.

“Your club is now existing,” 

Schultz-Ray said to Lift Up’s two 

representatives after the vote.

The assembly approved the 

use of $150 from the CILC fund 

for food purchased by the As-

sociation of Caribbean Students 

for their movie night, according 

to Solis.

Lowthert announced that 

he has been in communication 

with Meadville business Cup n’ 

Spoon to host a Boba Night on 

campus. Lowthert said the event 

would either be before or after 

spring break.

The meeting ended at 8:32 

p.m., with Class of 2026 Presi-

dent Sam Ault abstaining from 

the motion to close the meeting.
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CRIME BLOTTER
Editor’s Note: The weekly Crime Blotter is compiled using the Daily Crime Log available on the Of-

fice of Public Safety’s web page. Crimes reported may still be under investigation. 
Crimes listed below are collected the Thursday before publication.

February 18, 2023 
Criminal Trespass
Campus Center

Pending Investigation

February 19, 2023 
Alcohol Violation

Ravine Hall
Referred to Dean

February 20, 2023 
Theft

Vukovich Center
Pending Investigation

“The constitutions verbiage 
is not that we can ‘only’ have 
closed sessions, the examples 
provided work as examples,” 
Green wrote. “The content of the 
meeting required that ASG pro-
tect those who wanted to voice 
their opinions from retaliation 
or public documentation, such 
as The Campus.”

While the contents of the 
closed session are not to be dis-
cussed outside of the session, the 
meeting’s public minutes include 
a document titled “Summary of 
Events” that alleges a term used 
in several emails from IDEAS 
Center Director Lisa Nicole 
Smith was transphobic. Screen-
shots of the emails were linked 
in the document.

The document was written 
by Co-Director of Student Af-
fairs Cam Lesher, ’24 — who 
also serves as the president of 
Allegheny’s All Gender Equity 
Society. Lesher co-introduced 
the amendment with Green.

“I feel that the proposal that 
we have is important for ensur-
ing that student groups that be-
long in CILC will not be forced 
to leave CILC because of being 
uncomfortable meeting with 
Lisa Nicole since she previously 
expressed that CILC Presidents 
that do not have monthly 1 on 1 
meetings with her are not abid-
ing by the rules of CILC and 

their status would be reconsid-
ered,” Lesher wrote in the doc-
ument.

Both Lesher and Smith de-
clined to comment.

When The Campus began 
contacting CILC members about 
the allegations, Green wrote in 
reply to a request for comment 
that she was “worried about the 
nature of this article.”

“I respect The Campus and 
the want to write in upcoming 
changes in ASG,” Green wrote. 
“However, I am also aware that 
others have been emailed to 
comment on ‘accusations against 
Lisa Nicole.’ The only individual 
who discussed Lisa Nicole, was 
Cam Lesher and the minutes re-
flect that.”

At the Feb. 21 GA, Senator 
Jasmine Meyer Jaafari, ’23, said 
that questions about Smith’s 
conduct were central to the Feb. 
15 closed session and a motivat-
ing factor behind the prroposal 
to amend the ASG constitution.

“The concern that we brought 
up with Lisa Nicole was that she 
was going to take some sort of 
retaliatory action to hurt the 
CILC organizations,” she said 
during a discussion on the topic.

However, Green pushed back 
on the idea that the amendments 
proposed were related to allega-
tions against Smith.

“The motivation behind the 

amendment of last week was not 
directed at the current director 
of the IDEAS Center,” Green 
said. “It was meant because, in 
my time, I’ve had to explain the 
CILC constitution to three peo-
ple in the IDEAS Center. There’s 
so much turnover there that the 
concept of being able to under-
stand the IDEAS Center role 
with so many people in collab-
oration with ASG, there’s too 
much confusion, and there’s also 
too much personal bias. ASG 
has more checks and balances in 
order to determine CILC status 
rather than it being one person.”

CILC does have its own pow-
er structure. Established in 2021, 
the CILC constitution outlines a 
second legislative body similar 
to ASG but explicitly to support 
and represent “systematically 
marginalized student popula-
tions.”

While the CILC constitution 
does not say who can determine 
which clubs are in CILC, Article 
VII, Section 3 of the CILC con-
stitution stipulates that ASG’s 
powers are to “provide funding 
for all organizations” and that 
“any amendments to the ASG 
Constitution must be voted 
upon in the Senate passing with 
the requirements in both consti-
tutions.”

Furthermore, Article II, 
Section 4, Subsection II of the 

CILC constitution states, “Any 
action by Allegheny College and 
the Allegheny College Student 
Government within CILC not 
specifically outlined within this 
Constitution violates the spirit 
of cooperation between these in-
terdependent bodies.”

However, during the few 
minutes of open discussion on 
Feb. 15, Class of 2026 President 
Sam Ault argued that giving 
ASG authority over CILC clubs 
centralized student leadership 
over all clubs.

“This amendment is going to 
make a lot of sense, just in that 
ASG is supposed to be the rep-
resentative body of the student 
body, and we are in all other 
cases the orchestrator of clubs,” 
Ault said. “This amendment just 
makes a lot of sense logistically 
with ASG being placed in charge 
of the clubs. It’s true of every 
other club. It should be true of 
CILC clubs.”

It’s unclear what weight the 
CILC constitution holds, given 
there is no record that the body 
has ever met as a legislature. Ac-
cording to ASG Parliamentarian 
Ankitha Pamula, ’24, the CILC 
constitution is currently being 
reviewed by ASG Director of Di-
versity, Equity and Inclusion Jae-
lyn Valentin, ’25, who called the 
document a “hot f------- mess” 
at the Feb. 21 GA.

On a practical level, CILC is a 
group of 20 clubs for under-rep-
resented students that have ac-
cess to additional workshops, 
collaboration opportunities and 
funding through the IDEAS 
Center, with the power to deter-
mine which clubs are in CILC 
resting with the IDEAS Center 
Director.

The Feb. 15 meeting was 
the first time the General As-
sembly convened outside of its 
regular schedule since digital 
record-keeping began in 2013, 
and was announced just over 24 
hours before the meeting was 
gaveled to order.

“The urgency behind the 
meeting was due to ASG being 
made aware of behaviors and in-
teractions between CILC organi-
zations and the IDEAS Center,” 
Green wrote in an email to The 
Campus after the Feb. 15 session. 
“The ‘emergency’ aspect was that 
we needed to make a decision on 
this amendment prior to next 
Tuesday’s meeting. Given the 
situation, we could not wait for 
the next two Tuesdays to vote on 
this amendment. I am sure other 
senators will agree.”

At least one senator did not 
agree with Green’s explanation: 
During the Feb. 21 GA, Class of 
2023 President Shira Haus said 
that despite what she saw as le-
gitimate concerns from CILC 

clubs, the process felt rushed. 
Haus did not specify what those 
concerns were.

“We formed this amendment 
in response to real concerns 
coming from CILC members 
and CILC board members,” Haus 
said. “Obviously, we can keep 
working on it, but I also have to 
say the original amendment was 
proposed pretty abruptly, and 
we didn’t really talk about the 
amendment. We talked about 
other things — which are im-
portant, obviously — but we 
didn’t really discuss the amend-
ment and I feel like we need to 
consider some alternatives.”

Haus’ alternative was an al-
ternative constitutional amend-
ment that would have shared 
the decision-making powers on 
CILC status between CILC, ASG 
and the IDEAS Center. 

Though the original amend-
ment — 22-05 — was approved 
for the first time on Feb. 15 by 
a vote of 13-1, the amendment 
failed its second vote on Feb. 
21, with senators split 7-7. The 
second amendment supported 
by Haus — amendment 22-06 
— was introduced at the Feb. 21 
GA but tabled for later discus-
sion after a 35-minute debate on 
the topic. For now, the power to 
determine CILC status remains 
with the IDEAS Center and its 
director.

CILC from page 1

The passage of the labor 

agreement prevented employ-

ees from striking and did not 

significantly alter their working 

conditions. Officials are still un-

certain what specifically caused 

the train in East Palestine to de-

rail, but experts interviewed by 

Vox say it is likely that if specif-

ic safety mechanisms had been 

installed, the derailment would 

not have been so devastating. 

While train derailments are 

dramatic events, they are not 

uncommon. The Federal Rail-

road Administration reported 

approximately 1,000 train derail-

ments in 2022.

“We don’t hear about it most 

of the time because usually they 

don’t explode and f------- spew 

toxins everywhere, although that 

happens too, you know, with 

some regularity,” Betherum said. 

“This isn’t a brand-new thing. 

The only reason why those 

things haven’t been put in place 

is because of the lobbying power 

of the rail industry, basically.”

Betherum believes Secretary 

of Transportation Pete Buttigieg 

could have used his authority 

to mitigate the potential for the 

disaster by enforcing a wide va-

riety of safety mechanisms for 

trains and tracks. Buttigieg’s 

lack of action raises red flags for 

Betherum.

“My sense of it — and again, 

this is just my take on it — is 

because his political aspira-

tions don’t lead him to really 

give much of a damn about the 

job he’s supposed to be doing,” 

Betherum said. “Instead, it’s all 

with an eye on a future presiden-

tial run. I think that’s what he is 

most focused on.”

The remediation effort for 

chemical spills is a long, work-in-

tensive process, and cleanup of 

the affected area has been ongo-

ing since hours after the derail-

ment occurred. The effort to deal 

with contaminated soil is still 

underway, but the EPA report-

ed on Feb. 19 that their tools did 

not detect any air or water con-

tamination in the area. However, 

Delphine Farmer, a chemist at 

Colorado State University, told 

Vox that she believes the tools 

the EPA is using to measure air 

contamination are not reliable 

in an outdoor setting. Further-

more, she said scientists are not 

entirely sure what level of expo-

sure to the chemicals is safe for 

humans in the long-run.

Ohio Governor Mike DeW-

ine encouraged residents of 

East Palestine to return to their 

homes on Feb. 8, assuring them 

that measurements of the air 

and water showed no significant 

signs of contamination. How-

ever, PBS reported that upon 

returning, many residents ex-

perienced headaches and eye 

irritation — among other symp-

toms — and are concerned that 

the area is not as safe as officials 

are promising. Additionally, the 

Ohio Department of Natural Re-

sources estimated that approx-

imately 3,500 fish were dead in 

surrounding surface waters as a 

result of the toxic spillage. 

Assistant Professor of En-

vironmental Science and Sus-

tainability Delia Byrnes teaches 

environmental justice, which fo-

cuses on the idea that all people 

have the right to equal environ-

mental protection under the law. 

She said that while it is too early 

to know if there will be specific 

populations who are dispropor-

tionately impacted by the derail-

ment in East Palestine, the event 

could potentially follow histori-

cal trends.

“If we want to think about 

the aftermath of events such as 

these, we know that historical-

ly, national trends suggest that 

some communities — such as 

those that are predominant-

ly white and middle-to-upper 

income — often benefit more, 

compared to their BIPOC and 

low-income counterparts, from 

social and infrastructural invest-

ment to prevent and mitigate 

disasters when they do happen,” 

Byrnes said in an email.

She also said it is important 

to think about where railroads 

are located in relation to a com-

munity’s relative wealth and how 

as a result, certain populations 

might be disproportionately im-

pacted by train-related disasters.

While the derailment did not 

occur in Meadville, it is possible 

Meadville could suffer a similar 

catastrophe in the future.

“It’s a scary situation for any-

body who lives anywhere a rail 

line goes through in the future 

where a similar type of disaster 

could happen in their neighbor-

hood sometime,” Betherum said. 

“You know, we’ve got rail tracks 

that run right through Mead-

ville. I don’t know what’s on the 

trains that come through Mead-

ville, but conceivably something 

like this could happen right 

here.”

Betherum hopes East Pales-

tine continues to recover from 

the train derailment and that the 

town’s story will serve as a wake-

up call for Americans all over 

the country.

“This one — for whatever 

combination of reasons — does 

feel like it’s grabbed the pub-

lic’s attention a little bit more,” 

Betherum said. “It does seem 

like it’s getting some more news 

coverage, again, for whatever 

reason. So it’s awful that it hap-

pened, but now that it has hap-

pened, the hope is that some-

thing can come out of it that 

strengthens our protection sys-

tem so that nobody else has to 

go through this.”

TRAIN from page 1

CORRECTIONS

An article in the Feb. 17 edition of The Campus, “Lunch with the Deans,” incorrectly quoted Dean for Student 
Experience Ian Binnington. Binnington said the idea was partly inspired by open hours held by “then-Provost, 
now-President Ron Cole.” Binnington also said that while he could not commit Cole to participating, Cole’s in-

volvement in the program’s future was a possibility. The online edition of the article has been updated to reflect this.



By D. ALEXIS HART

Contributing Writer

ahart@allegheny.edu

The heart palpitations and hand-wring-
ing in my academic field of Writing 
Studies began in early December 2022 
when headlines such as “The College 
Essay Is Dead” in The Atlantic and 
“Freaking Out About ChatGPT: Artifi-
cial intelligence can crank out passable 
student essays in seconds. What are we 
going to do?” from Inside Higher Ed 
began appearing and being shared and 
discussed on numerous list-servs and 
social media groups. 

Given our training as researchers 
as well as teachers, these initial Chick-
en Little “the sky is falling” posts were 
quickly followed by posts from folks 
who were testing the capabilities of 
ChatGPT by giving it actual assignment 
prompts from their classes or asking it 
to assess some of their own students’ 
writing.

During this initial fervor, I sought 
reactions from the group on campus 
to whom I often turn for richly-in-

formed discussions about writing and 
the teaching of writing: the writing 
consultants. I began our December 
professional development meeting by 
asking the consultants if they had heard 
of ChatGPT, if they had tried using it 
and if any of the writers with whom 
they consulted had referred to it. A few 
consultants had heard of it, but none 
had tried using it, and they hadn’t had 
any writers bring it up in conversation. 
I proceeded to hand out an example of 
writing ChatGPT had generated in re-
sponse to assignment prompts written 
by Ashley Squires, assistant professor 
of English and writing center director 
at Avila University. While the consul-
tants agreed that the AI-generated writ-
ing was a bit “uncanny” in its mimicry 
of academic writing conventions, they 
quickly turned to talking about how 
they would consult a human writer of 
the text — a text that might be “pass-
able,” but did not sufficiently fulfill the 
conditions of the prompt and was gen-
erally vapid and voiceless.

After I expressed my appreciation 
of their careful reading and thoughtful 

feedback, I shared with them some of 
the comments ChatGPT had provided 
in response to one of Squires’s student’s 
writing, as well as her acknowledgment 
that while some of the AI’s suggestions 
were not good, some were similar to 
advice that she would have given the 

student.
As we continued our discussion, the 

consultants repeatedly returned to what 
they felt were the uniquely human val-
ues of producing written texts. Why, 
they asked, would they completely cede 
the work of generating writing to a bot 
when the purpose of their writing pro-
cess is to learn about a topic, to think 
critically about it, and to express them-
selves to an audience of other human 
beings? And they all agreed that a bot 
couldn’t produce truly creative writing 
because it couldn’t draw from lived, em-
bodied experiences. I smiled at the sin-
cerity of their perplexity, and suggested 
it was likely why they had become writ-
ing consultants in the first place.

Of course, the writing consultants are 
not representative of all student writers, 
and the difference between producing 
writing and writing to learn is often 
overlooked. Here I agree with the Writ-
ing Across the Curriculum professional 
organization, whose statement on AI 
writing tools argues, “Writing to learn 

is an intellectual activity that is crucial 
to the cognitive and social development 
of learners and writers. This vital activ-
ity cannot be replaced by AI language 
generators.” Having an AI generate text 
may well be more efficient, but the pro-
cess of learning that occurs through the 

act of writing is lost. 
Similarly, professors may be lured 

by the efficiencies of AI-generated re-
sponses to student writing, but if they 
delegate this work to AI, they will lose 
out on the opportunity to learn from 
their students’ writing — one of my fa-
vorite aspects of teaching writing — and 
the students will lose out on receiving 
responses from real human readers, not 
just artificial editors.

However, I’m not naive enough to 
think that all or even most students and 
instructors will eschew the efficiencies 
of natural language processing AIs. So, 
during the first class meeting of my 
FS102 this semester — which happens 
to be titled “The Robots are Coming!” 
— I told the students that I was not go-
ing to attempt to prohibit their use of AI 
text generators. Instead, I was going to 
ask them to acknowledge any help they 
received from AI — including idea gen-
eration, sentence structure, source sum-
maries or citations — and describe how 
they incorporated it into their writing. 

I also told them that I would not accept 
any work wholly produced by an AI. 

Because I scaffold the writing in-
struction and assignments in my class-
es, rather than simply assigning writing 
and collecting and “marking up” the 
finished product, students move from 
generative invention and brainstorm-
ing through revisions of multiple drafts 
for which they receive oral and written 
feedback, consider their choices and 
create revision plans before turning in 
the draft that I assess. Doing so, I hope, 
helps the students see that much of the 
hard work of writing and critical and 
creative thinking happens in revision. 
And it’s that work of thinking and mak-
ing informed choices that I’m most in-
terested in engaging in with them.

Seven years ago, my science fiction 
book club read “The Word Exchange” 
by Alena Graedon, a dystopian novel set 
in the near future in which people have 
become so reliant on technology to pro-
vide them information and complete 
their thoughts that when an evil corpo-
ration creates a virus that inserts gibber-
ish in place of actual words, people pan-
ic when a “babble pandemic” ensues. 
Back then, in 2016, autofill was mostly 
confined to text messages — it hadn’t 
become prevalent in word processing, 
and the canned suggested responses in 
email were not common. During our 
book club discussion, I speculated that 
as more people opted for the efficiency 
of autofill, our language might begin 
to flatten and become less expressive. 
Back then, it seemed unlikely. Now, not 
so much. As a teacher of writing, I will 
continue to try to inspire in students 
the desire to write to learn, and I will 
continue to respond to that writing as 
a human reader. I hope others will do 
the same.
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A self-portrait of the president as a young man
By RON COLE

Contributing Writer

rcole@allegheny.edu

How did I end up sticking with Allegh-
eny — both as a student and for many 
years afterward? That’s the question 
from Opinion Editor Sydney Emerson, 
’23, that prompted me to write this re-
flection on my Allegheny journey. I first 
arrived at Allegheny as a student from 
a single-parent home in Brooklyn, NY. 
How did I end up sticking with Allegh-
eny? I attribute that to purpose. Not my 
purpose, at least not early on, but the al-
truistic purpose of others who inspired 
in me a growth mindset, intellectual 
curiosity and the value of community. 
Allow me to share a few examples.

Early in my Allegheny journey I dis-
covered the joy of being part of some-
thing larger than myself as a member 
of the Allegheny Civic Symphony. I had 
that opportunity because Tom Wood, 
an Allegheny music professor, believed 
in me as a first-year student and nur-
tured in me a love of music in a way that 
I hadn’t understood before — the way in 
which playing in an ensemble is some-
thing larger than oneself as part of the 
shared human experience; the way in 
which music crosses cultures and brings 
communities together. While I hadn’t 
planned on it, this led me to minor in 
Music, playing violin in the Civic Sym-
phony and a baroque ensemble, open-
ing for me a way of understanding the 
world that I hadn’t known before. Tom 
Wood had purpose.

Alongside my minor in music, as I 
pursued my major in geology, I found 
professors and mentors who cultivated 
in me a love of learning driven by curi-
osity and discovery. Imagine that, know-

ing for the sake of knowing. In this spir-
it, I’ve always been drawn to mountains 
— the contrast with the world around 
them inspires in me a wonder for how 
they form, which drew me into wanting 
to learn more, leading me to the study 
of geology. Did you know that the top of 
Mount Everest has layers of limestone 
that formed in a shallow ocean? It took 
the collision of India northward into 
Eurasia at the rate of a few centimeters 
per year to close that shallow ocean and 
push what was once the seafloor 29,032 
feet into the atmosphere. Did you know 
that when Africa and North America 
collided during the formation of the su-
percontinent Pangea, there were moun-
tains in eastern Pennsylvania that prob-
ably rivaled Everest? I remember the 
first time that Professor Wayne Brewer 
helped me and other students visual-
ize this during a field trip — my world 
exploded into four dimensions — the 
dimensions of space plus time. Wayne 
Brewer had purpose. Then I wondered, 
where’d those mountains go? 

Bob Dylan gives a clue in his song 
“Blowin’ in the Wind” when he asks 
in his croaky voice how many years a 
mountain exists before it’s washed to 
the sea. This was the basis for my senior 
project, Dylan-inspired, identifying 
mineral grains that were eroded from 
mountains and deposited in a small 
ocean to form sandstone that’s now ex-
posed in the Hudson Valley region of 
New York — by knowing those minerals 
in the sandstone, one can piece together 
the mountains that were once uplifted 
and eroded. Like doing a puzzle, but 
without having the picture on the lid of 
the box. From this, with the contagious 
enthusiasm and mentoring of my comp 

advisor, Professor Bob Schwartz, I was 
able to reconstruct a facet of tecton-
ic plate collisions that happened some 
400 million years ago. Fascinating. 
And driven by tenacious curiosity. Bob 
Schwartz had purpose.

Now I’ll get a bit vulnerable and let 
you know that as a student, in my first 
term at Allegheny, I was not yet Alden 
Scholar material. It was also hard to pay 
for college. So after my first term, I re-
turned to Brooklyn, got a job loading 
trucks at night, and reconsidered my 
future — wondering whether college 
was right for me. 

After a few landline phone calls with 
Schwartz, my academic advisor, who 
somehow managed to get in touch with 
me — this was the 1980’s when cell 
phones and email were still things of the 
future — I returned for the second term 
with a spark of a growth mindset. 

When I found my way back to cam-
pus, I was somehow contacted by Mi-
losh Mamula, the director of financial 
aid, who helped me with a plan to con-
tinue paying for college. I also somehow 
got connected with Nancy Sheridan 
who was an academic support specialist 
— aka, an early version of the Maytum 
Center for Student Success that we have 
today. Soon after, I somehow became 
involved with community engagement 
and volunteered in Meadville. When 
I did poorly on an exam in my psy-
chology class, Professor Mary Hudak 
somehow helped me understand how 
to learn from failure — the spark of 
growth mindset was getting brighter. 

What I came to understand is that 
behind each of these “somehows” was 
someone whose sense of purpose was 
to serve — by guiding and supporting 

me and other students so that we could 
flourish and graduate with pride in what 
we accomplished. I have the wonderful 
vantage to see this same theme holding 
true today — whether in the classroom 
or lab, on the playing field, on the stage, 
or with any number of other learning 
experiences across campus.

Upon graduation, I more fully ap-
preciated the value of my Allegheny ed-
ucation as I found myself superbly pre-
pared for graduate school with research 
and communication skills, diverse per-
spectives, and the confidence in know-
ing how to learn. This foundation con-
tinued to serve me in my professional 
work in environmental consulting and 
then, full circle, as a faculty member at 
Allegheny in my teaching, scholarship 
and mentoring of students. These fun-
damental skills still serve me today, in 
a role that I certainly hadn’t imagined 
when I walked across the Commence-
ment stage on Bentley lawn in 1987.

So, how did I wind up sticking with 
Allegheny? As a student, it was the un-
wavering purpose of faculty and staff 
that gave me support and inspired me 
to learn and grow. Now, years later, it is 
the unwavering purpose that has been 
ingrained in me for the success of Al-
legheny students throughout the arc of 
their experience. Looking back, I feel 
pretty good about what I gained from 
my Allegheny education, and today I 
remain absolute in my conviction for 
Allegheny. 

Students, if I may offer a few words 
of advice — embrace your Allegheny 
education and trust that Allegheny fac-
ulty and staff are preparing you with 
purpose for success on paths that you 
may not even know exist yet.

Keeping the 'human' in the humanities
Director of  writing contemplates artificial intelligence’s place in the classroom

Having an AI generate text may well be more efficient, but 
the process of learning that occurs through the act of writing 
is lost. ” 

—D. ALEXIS HART 
Professor of English and Director of Writing,

Allegheny College

THE CAMPUS, NOV. 17 1994

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, 2023

THE KALDRON, 1987

From graduating in 1987 to join-
ing the faculty in 1994 to serving 
seven years as provost and dean 
of the college to being appoint-
ed interim president in 2022, 
Cole has spent 34 of the 40 years 
since his matriculation at Al-

legheny College. 

The ASG 2022-23 cabinet is not the
leadership students deserve

By ROMAN HLADIO
Editor-in-Chief
hladior@allegheny.edu

Eleven months ago, as the fires of the 2022-23 Allegheny Student Government 
Presidential Election settled, one thing became clear: The 2021-22 cabinet did 
not trust their successors. Almost a year later, and it’s abundantly clear that this 
cabinet has no respect for those whom they govern.

Week after week for the remainder of the semester, our ASG column — writ-
ten exclusively about general assembly — told the tale of distrust in this handoff 
of power. The first two 2022-23 cabinet nominations came on May 3; neither was 
approved. “ASG appoints cabinet members at last General Assembly of the year,” 
was the headline of our final ASG column of the 2021-22 academic year. Of the 
nine candidates for cabinet positions put on the table during the meeting, only 
four passed. In two students’ shared bid for positions as co-directors of student 
affairs, the motion only passed when one of the students was dropped entirely.

Continue reading online at www.alleghenycampus.com
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By SAMI MIRZA
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mirza01@allegheny.edu

I ran to class today.

No, not the frantic 100-me-

ter mad dash from your dorm 

because you missed your 

alarm, or the semi-jog when 

you’re halfway across campus 

and might be late but are not 

sure yet. I’m talking a 10-kilo-

meter cruise from Jabal Am-

man to the CIEE Study Center 

near the University of Jordan, 

dodging traffic and breathing 

dirty exhaust up and down 

hills.

I embarked on this fit of 

insanity because of a schedul-

ing conflict with my normal 

Monday evening workout with 

Running Amman, a group that 

runs three times a week in var-

ious parts of the city. To make 

up for the 10 km I would have 

done with them, I decided that 

a run would fit nicely into my 

morning schedule.

As I was running, I thought 

about the shoddy draft I origi-

nally had planned for this col-

umn, an attempt to examine 

how so many of the things I 

took for granted at Alleghe-

ny — internet, plentiful water, 

easy access to food — were 

complicated in Amman by bar-

riers of language and anxiety. It 

was a good idea, but like a lot 

of good ideas, it suffered from 

poor execution.

As the kilometers wore 

away under my feet, though, I 

saw this run as emblematic of 

my experience here in Amman. 

I cut my teeth running through 

mostly flat suburbia, racing 

through parks and cornfields. 

At Allegheny and in Virgin-

ia, I took on two-lane coun-

try roads, bereft of traffic and 

full of fresh air. Very often, I’d 

just pick a direction, run for a 

while, then turn back.

Amman could not be more 

different. The urban environ-

ment is full of secondhand 

smoke and the exhaust from 

cars older than I am. No route 

is a straight line: every road 

twists and turns and GPS is of-

ten a must. 

And the hills. Oh, the hills.

The city was originally built 

on seven hills, and today spans 

over more than 20. Flat space is 

really only found at the peaks 

— intra-city travel is typically a 

process of descending one hill 

and climbing another.

My run was no different, 

though the hill up to the study 

center was excruciatingly gen-

tle. You’d think that a small in-

cline would be no big deal: it’s 

only a little bit of an added ver-

tical climb. But over four, five, 

six kilometers, it adds up. For 

a runner used to relatively flat 

ground, broken by steep, dra-

matic Appalachian hills, it’s a 

fresh challenge.

I also ran, for only the sec-

ond or third time, with a pack 

on my back. A modern educa-

tion requires modern equip-

ment: a phone, power convert-

er, notebooks, ramen. I left my 

laptop and other heavy acces-

sories at the center, but even 

still I had a couple of pounds 

on my back. It made me feel, 

for the first time, that running 

was not just a form of difficult 

cardio but a versatile form of 

travel.

Running, for me, has always 

been to race. It’s how I got into 

the sport in the first place: run-

ning for my high school cross 

country team. With this com-

petitive mindset comes expec-

tations — even with my racing 

days long gone — that I should 

push myself every day, to focus 

on getting the most out of ev-

ery workout.

Today, my focus was on 

getting to the study center, dis-

tracting my mind and letting 

me just … run for the first time 

in a while.

All of these combined to an 

unforgettable experience: dart-

ing in between traffic, climbing 

the incline of the westbound 

side of Shari’a Jamaiah, slip-

ping past food carts and other 

pedestrians. It was a proper ad-

venture, seeing new places and 

doing a familiar activity in a to-

tally unfamiliar style. It was, as 

the kids say, a “core memory.”

We often associate defin-

ing moments in our lives with 

big changes: proposals, grad-

uations, funerals. But with my 

run, I found a defining mo-

ment in the mundane, a mem-

ory that will stay with me as a 

fresh adventure I thoroughly 

enjoyed. This curiosity and joy 

at even the smallest things is 

the spark that drives so much 

of studying abroad, and can 

make even a semi-boring com-

mute a grand adventure.

By ELANOR BONTA

Features Writer

bonta01@allegheny.edu

A magnitude 7.8 earthquake 

struck Turkey and Syria on 

Monday, Feb. 6, the largest 

seismic movement the country 

has faced in nearly a hundred 

years, according to The Guard-

ian.  The death toll from the 

natural disaster has surpassed 

46,000 as rescue teams search 

for any remaining survivors.

“The area is very active,” 

said Visiting Assistant Profes-

sor of Environmental Science 

and Sustainability Tamara Mis-

ner. “It’s not surprising that an 

earthquake of this magnitude 

happened. It’s right at the junc-

ture of a number of tectonic 

plates on their boundaries. And 

it’s not surprising there was an 

earthquake of this magnitude, 

although earthquakes this large 

don’t happen very frequently.”

The tectonic plates that Tur-

key and northern Syria sit on 

are the Arabian, Anatolian and 

African plates. The earthquake 

was especially harmful because 

it was shallow, leading to more 

overall damage to the surface, 

according to Misner. 

“So if it were to have hap-

pened deeper, then a lot of the 

energy could have dissipated 

before it reached the surface,” 

Misner said. “Because it was 

so shallow, a lot of that ener-

gy made it to the surface, rup-

tured, and then you could see 

the rupture. In images, you 

could see there were offsets of 

roads  that showed how the 

fault moved.”

The tectonic plates are al-

ways moving, but when they 

push against each other, it 

builds up stress, according 

to Misner. It is a “network of 

fault,” as when stress was re-

leased during the first por-

tion of the earthquake, it then 

transferred to another part of 

the fault, causing more dis-

tance and a second earthquake 

to follow.

“Sometimes you get smaller 

earthquakes that are just stress 

relief, so the fault doesn’t have 

a major rupture, but it just 

relieves some stress by little 

movement or little slipping,” 

Misner said. “But you’ll just 

keep having more places where 

stress builds up, and over time, 

you’ll get a release, and you’ll 

have other earthquakes.” 

Associate Professor of Polit-

ical Science Shanna Kirschner 

explained that a lot more than 

the magnitude of the earth-

quake impacted the death toll.

“This is a tremendous di-

saster and I think that it’s re-

ally important that we keep 

that front and center — but, 

of course, there are also polit-

ical implications,” Kirschner 

said. “We saw very quickly in 

the first couple of days that the 

government started arresting 

some of the contractors in-

volved in building a number of 

high rises that collapsed. There 

have been some questions that 

have already come out in the 

last day or two about the way 

that the government allowed 

those contractors to get around 

building codes. Not just earth-

quake building codes, but basic 

building codes, which clearly is 

part of explaining the scope of 

the disaster and the number of 

buildings that collapsed.”

The infrastructure was one 

aspect that deeply impacted the 

massive death count, according 

to Misner.

“I think that when they re-

build in those areas, they really 

need to think about using dif-

ferent building materials if they 

can,” Misner said. “And part of 

it is that it’s poor. In Syria, they 

don’t have money, but if they 

could build better structures 

that are reinforced to with-

stand earthquakes, that would 

decrease the amount of dam-

age. Having that infrastructure 

there would be really helpful 

for people.”

Turkey’s building codes had 

changed after 1999 when an 

earthquake occurred on the 

North Anatolian fault, causing 

great devastation on families 

and neighborhoods, according 

to the Associated Press. How-

ever, due to the misconduct of 

contractors, the damage from 

this earthquake was worse than 

it could have been with rein-

forced proper building codes, 

according to Kirschner.

And even in the earth-

quake’s aftermath, there are still 

a lot of political and humani-

tarian struggles.

Continue reading online at

alleghenycampus.com

EIC international
Not your average walk in the park

Aftershocks

By MARIIA HLYTEN

Staff  Writer
hlyten01@allegheny.edu

On this day a year ago, Russia 
launched a full-scale invasion 
of Ukraine. Russia attacked 
the entire territory of the 
country with missile strikes in 
the early morning of  Feb. 24. 
This is a new stage of the Rus-
sian-Ukrainian war, which has 
been going on since 2014, when 
Russia annexed the Crimea 
peninsula and Sevastopol, and 
occupied certain areas of Do-
netsk and Luhansk regions, the 
eastern territories of Ukraine.

Ukrainian students at Al-
leghenу have prepared an event 
dedicated to the anniversary of 
the war in Ukraine. They will 
share how they got to Alleghe-
ny and what they went through 
before coming to the U.S. in 
addition to sharing the stories 
of those who died in the war. 
The event will take place on 
Friday, Feb. 24 at the Hender-
son Campus Center from 6 to 
8 p.m.

Daria Kutova, ’25, a student 
from Ukraine, was at home, in 
the small town Vyshneve near 
Kyiv when the war started. She 

recalled every moment of that 
morning.

“The lives of all Ukrainians 
were divided into before and 
after,” Kutova said. “I still re-
member my mom’s words like 

‘Dasha wake up, the war has 
started, pack your stuff.’” 

There was not enough time 
to think things through. Ku-
tova explained how, in the 
rush, many Ukrainians simply 

grabbed a bag and threw things 
into it.

“They should have packed 
their entire lives in one back-
pack,” Kutova said.

The war in Ukraine has had 
a devastating impact on the 
civilian population, with thou-
sands of people losing their 
lives and millions more being 
displaced from their homes, 
according to a United Nations 
Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs report. 
The war has also led to a hu-
manitarian crisis, with many 
people lacking access to neces-
sities such as food, water and 
healthcare.

Being far away from home 
Allegheny Ukrainians contin-
ue to lead their own “infor-
mational frontline” while the 
others protect Ukrainian terri-
tories.

“Every single day we can 
spread the information and 
talk about Ukraine and the war 
happening right now,” Kuto-
va said. “It’s important to help 
people and to be aware of ev-
erything that’s going on in the 
world because you never know 
what will be to your country 

one day.”
Professor of History and 

Global Health Studies Kenneth 
Pinnow echoed this sentiment, 
as he outlined the cost of de-
mocracy for Ukraine.

“People are fighting to live 
as they want, to be respected 
as a people, as a culture, and 
to preserve those democratic 
gains that they have,” Pinnow 
said.

Kutova previewed the 
event’s program. Aside 
from the presentation about 
Ukrainian culture and histo-
ry, she said there will be exhi-
bitions about how Ukrainian 
students found their way onto 
Allegheny’s campus.

Another exhibition, which 
will be shown the same day 
in more than 45 universities 
throughout the world, is called 
“unissued diplomas.” 

“We will uncover the story 
of 20 students who hold their 
education, but then just went 
to protect their country and 
died during the war,” Kutova 
said. “And they would never 
become graduates.”

Pinnow liked the idea of 
showing real students’ life sto-

ries and how they changed 
within the year of the war. Нe 
mentioned how the students 
who took part in the Expe-
riential Learning seminar in 
Ukraine in 2018 built their 
connections within Ukraine 
and now they feel the war more 
personally.

“I think this event is im-
portant because it’s a way to 
move beyond the news and to 
move beyond the generalities 
to connect to specific stories 
and individuals, specific peo-
ple,” Pinnow said. 

Continue reading online at
alleghenycampus.com

Ukrainian students commemorate one-year anniversary of war

The poster for Friday’s vigil.

The catastrophe is the size it is because 
of corruption and politically driven 
mismanagement and misdirection of 
humanitarian efforts.”

—IREM KURTSAL
Assistant Professor of Philosophy and Religious Studies, 

Allegheny College

The ramifications of  the Turkey-Syria earthquake

This curiosity and joy at even the smallest things 
is the spark that drives so much of studying 
abroad, and can make even a semi-boring 
commute a grand adventure.” 

—SAMI MIRZA 
Class of 2024

People are fighting 
to live as they want, 
to be respected as a 
people, as a culture, 
and to preserve those 
democratic gains that 
they have.”

—KENNETH PINNOW 
Professor of History and Global 

Health Studies, 
Allegheny College
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CLASSIFIED
Horse Help Wanted:
1 weekend - 6-8 a.m.

1-2 “night chores” - approximately 3-6 p.m.
Experience Required

approximately 3 miles from campus
work for pay or riding

hobbshollow@csonline.net
814-333-9343

By SAM HEILMANN

Junior Opinion Editor

heilmann01@allegheny.edu

It may be February, but the 

Office of Career Education 

has its sights set on summer. 

With speakers lined up and 

plenty of ice cream to go 

around, the office’s “Summer 

Scoop Series” gave students 

the opportunity to not only 

think about their summer 

plans, but also take actionable 

steps to see their internship 

and career goals met in the 

coming months.

Held in room 301/302 

of the Henderson Campus 

Center, the series started on 

Wednesday, Feb. 8, with a ses-

sion about research opportu-

nities on and off campus. The 

Feb. 15 session, “Developing 

Career Skills,” focused on 

the work experience of four 

students and featured career 

advice from Executive Direc-

tor of Career Education Brian 

Collingwood. 

“It’s really important that 

we offer opportunities for 

students to engage with our 

office, in particular career ed-

ucation, throughout the year,” 

Collingwood said.

Group discussion sessions 

like the Summer Scoop Se-

ries gave students the oppor-

tunity to reflect on their past 

work experiences while look-

ing toward the future, and 

how those experiences could 

translate into a future career 

or graduate school applica-

tion.

Learning how to leverage 

past experiences into future 

career opportunities was a 

concern that First Year Dean 

Niki Fjeldal had previously 

heard from students, leading 

her to create the series along-

side the Office of Career Ed-

ucation.

“We had some feedback in 

the ASG survey from a stu-

dent last year that they wished 

that there was more inten-

tional conversations about 

how they should spend their 

summer,” Fjeldal said. “So let’s 

create a series.”

Each of the student pan-

elists shared a summer work 

experience that was valuable 

to them. Experiences ranged 

from a retail job to volunteer 

and nonprofit work to start-

ing a small business. Colling-

wood explained that each of 

these experiences are valu-

able, and that there is no blue-

print for having a successful 

summer in terms of career 

development.

“Planning for this (Devel-

oping Career Skills) session 

in particular, it was important 

that we showcased a variety of 

student experiences and really 

try to touch on the point that 

one size doesn’t fit all,” he said.

As the student panelists 

shared their experiences, 

they were also asked to share 

the skills that they acquired. 

Collingwood then explained 

how those experiences could 

be represented in a resume or 

interview setting.

Allison Rose, ’23, ex-

plained that she gained lead-

ership and communication 

skills from her work at a non-

profit organization. 

“Being part of a nonprof-

it that focused on academic 

enrichment, I was acknowl-

edging the equity behind aca-

demics,” Rose said. “Realizing 

that — even in life in general 

— there is never going to be 

one solution. Solutions have 

to be adaptable.”

The conversation then 

shifted from the panelists to 

include the audience. Colling-

wood asked each student to 

reflect on their past work ex-

perience as well as think of the 

connections they have in their 

life already that could connect 

them to a work or internship 

experience in the future.

Personal connections, col-

lege connections and commu-

nity and public connections 

are all valuable and accessible 

resources when it comes to 

starting a job search, Colling-

wood explained. 

“If you’re looking for an 

internship, job or work expe-

rience, what have you done in 

each of these areas to maxi-

mize your chances of land-

ing something that would be 

transformative for you?” he 

asked.

Collingwood suggested 

that students create measur-

able goals for themselves to 

become more career-ready. 

The first step could be small, 

he explained, like updating a 

LinkedIn profile or reflecting 

on past experiences.

“What can I be doing in 

the next week?” Collingwood 

asked students. “Something 

you can measure, something 

you know you can do that is 

time-based.”

The session concluded 

with a demonstration on how 

to utilize various career-relat-

ed resources like Handshake, 

Gator2Gator and LinkedIn.

Liz Herweg, ’26, found the 

peer element of the session 

particularly useful.

“It was nice to hear from 

students themselves and get 

introduced to resources,” 

Herweg said.

The final session of the 

Summer Scoop Series took 

place on Feb. 22, focusing 

on clinical healthcare expe-

rience. Collingwood and Al-

legheny’s other career coaches 

can be found in the Lawrence 

Lee Pelletier Library or via 

career@allegheny.edu for in-

dividual meetings.

Career Education offers inside 
scoop on how to achieve 

career goals

By HENRY GREFENSTETTE
Editorial Cartoonist

grefenstette01@allegheny.edu

Admitted 
Students Day 

brings new faces 
to campus

By DAWIT KAHESAY

Staff  Writer

kahesay01@allegheny.edu

Allegheny College welcomed 

prospective students and their 

guests onto campus on Mon-

day, Feb. 20, for the college’s 

first Admitted Students Day 

of the semester.

The invited students, 

should they matriculate at Al-

legheny, will be members of 

the class of 2027.

“I’m glad I decided to 

come here today,” said Con-

nor Murphy, an admitted stu-

dent looking to pursue a de-

gree in biology. “Seeing what 

the college has to offer has 

been a blast, especially seeing 

the student success area and 

what is available for me to do 

as a student here.”

The college offered a vari-

ety of activities and resourc-

es for students to get a feel 

for campus life, featuring a 

chance to explore the campus 

with specialty tours for first-

time and returning visitors. 

Students were also able to 

integrate into a faculty mem-

ber’s classroom to experience 

academics and talk with the 

residential life team about any 

lurking questions.

Through the Enrichment 

Program, an initiative where 

high school students are in-

vited on select Fridays to at-

tend specialized lectures at 

Allegheny, Lauren Pelk has 

had opportunities to take part 

in some of the college classes 

before admissions day.

“I live close to the college 

so I was able to come here and 

a professor taught us a topic 

of our own choice,” Pelk said. 

“My impression of Allegheny 

is that it is a good college and 

close to home so definitely 

made it a viable option.” 

Financial Aid was available 

in the Tippie Alumni Center 

for the duration of Admitted 

Students Day to handle any 

questions prospective stu-

dents might have, ensuring 

that students have options to 

finance their education at Al-

legheny. 

“In situations where stu-

dents are not able to afford 

the tuition, there is a general 

review process set in place as 

well as possible increase to 

aid comparing our package 

to the packages from other 

institutions,” said Jade Allen, 

a financial aid counselor at 

Allegheny. 

The Commitment to Ac-

cess Program  offers Pennsyl-

vania residents whose fami-

ly’s income is $50,000 or less 

a package with tuition fully 

covered at Allegheny.

“If it’s something outside of 

the FAFSA, we can work with 

the students and see where 

we could help,” Allen said. 

“If there are changes in their 

financial status from the year 

of the FAFSA and the cur-

rent year, adjustments can be 

made to see if we could some-

how increase their aid.”

Campus tours were held all 

throughout the day, helping 

guests get a sense of the cam-

pus and learn some of the his-

tory behind Allegheny’s walls.

“I didn’t know the campus 

was that old,” said Liam Palm-

er, a prospective student in-

terested in becoming an eco-

nomics major. “Touring the 

different buildings, I could see 

how the college grew.”

The weather was favorable 

on Admitted Students Day, 

allowing visitors to enjoy the 

day without the unpredict-

able temperature fluctuations 

common in Meadville. 

“I liked the idea of a small 

college, Allegheny was just a 

name I heard here and there 

so I decided to give it some 

attention and here we are,” 

Palmer said. “Coming here 

today, I got to see what the 

campus is about and how nice 

it looks. Talking with my po-

tential professors and class-

mates also answered ques-

tions I had about the school 

such as which supplementary 

courses are recommended for 

my major.”

For Murphy, it was nice 

to get on campus and actual-

ly see what was offered at the 

college.

“There’s more to Allegheny 

than what’s on the website,” 

Murphy said.

Planning for this session in particular, it was 
important that we showcased a variety of 
student experiences and really try to touch on 
the point that one size doesn’t fit all.” 

—BRIAN COLLINGWOOD 
Executive Director of Career  Education, 

Allegheny College

Cognitive dissonance
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 Time for a laugh!
By SARAH BRAMMELL

Comedy Columnist

brammells@allegheny.edu

America is facing a new threat, this 

time in the form of a rapidly-ap-

proaching herd of “super-pigs,” a 

crossbreed between wild hogs and 

domestic pigs, that first escaped cap-

tivity in Canada. These ingenious 

pigs have survived the harsh winters 

by tunneling into the snow to form 

cozy dens, complete with cattail bed-

ding. 

The impact that the pigs will have 

on Allegheny College when they ar-

rive can only be speculated on, but 

out of the many basements they 

could tunnel into in order to make a 

den, The Campus recommends Lit-

tle Arter Theater or Oddfellows for 

two reasons. 

First, both have an abundance 

of molding academic supplies that 

would make the pigs feel right at 

home, as they could use them to 

create bedding. Second, these base-

ments are generally avoided by 

students and staff alike, so the pigs 

could make themselves at home, 

start families and devour unsuspect-

ing students that were just looking 

for the bathroom in peace.

North Little Rock High School 

and the Center of Excellence in Lit-

tle Rock, Arkansas are moving to 

online learning this week due to a 

different animal infiltrating their 

hallowed halls of learning: bats. Su-

perintendent Gregory J. Pilewski 

announced on Tuesday that “out of 

an abundance of caution,” no one 

but staff working to remove the bats 

would be permitted on the premises 

the next day. 

If NLRHS wanted to avoid spend-

ing some extra cash to hire an exter-

minator, they could have simply em-

ployed the method of many liberal 

arts schools: let the students do it as 

an athletic enrichment activity. 

I have seen a student wearing 

a baseball glove snatch a bat out of 

midair in the middle of a hallway in 

Brooks. I have watched as two other 

students used a fitted sheet to make 

a barrier and chase a different bat 

down the hall in Walker and, even-

tually, into Brooks where Baseball 

Glove could take care of it. If NLRHS 

really cared about its kids, adminis-

tration would arm them with long 

sleeves, butterfly nets, and vouchers 

to MedExpress for rabies shots and 

allow them, in true American fash-

ion, to try a trade.

Florida introduced a bill last 

week that would end one of the fa-

vorite pastimes of its resident ca-

nines: sticking their heads out of car 

windows. Those in favor of the bill 

say that it would protect man’s best 

friend from debris-related injuries. 

However, with Florida’s current po-

litical agenda, the aims of this bill 

may be more sinister. 

While enclosed in their cars, dogs 

won’t be able to freely read billboards 

or smell the sweet scent of Miss Dior 

coming from the open doors of a 

drag brunch. Let dogs live; let people 

live; stop closing the car window on 

equal opportunity.

Maybe not so different 
after all...

By KAI MARIES
Editorial Cartoonist
mariesk@allegheny.edu

By EVELYN ZAVALA

Staff  Writer

zavala01@allegheny.edu

The senior comprehensive project is 

Allegheny College’s most rigorous 

and significant requirement for stu-

dents to complete their education. 

Seniors refer to the semester they 

work on their projects as “comping 

season.” The Maytum Center for Stu-

dent Success and The Writing Cen-

ter hosted a “Comps Coffee House” 

on Wednesday, Feb. 15, from 7 to 11 

p.m. in the Lawrence Lee Pelletier 

Library Collaboratory. 

The event is scheduled to occur 

two more times on Thursday, March 

16, and Tuesday, April 11, to give 

students several opportunities to re-

ceive help from writing consultants 

or take advantage of the quiet place 

to work alongside other students, 

according to Third- and Fourth-Year 

Class Dean Jonathon May. 

“This idea actually came from 

survey results that we did with the 

senior class,” May said. “So, Alexis 

Hart — the director of the Writing 

Center — and myself came together 

to talk about how we could offer sup-

port and more resources to seniors 

who are comping.”

According to the survey results, 

May said students mainly were look-

ing for social spaces and support 

rather than resources on how to im-

prove their writing or develop their 

projects.

“They wanted a space where they 

could come together, sit together, 

write together and feel that sense 

of camaraderie and accountability,” 

May said. “We really were thinking 

they would want faculty to come in 

and do presentations talking about 

how to put together a senior comp, 

but they shared with us that they felt 

prepared for their junior seminars 

and they felt prepared from their 

departments to actually tackle the 

comp.” 

The event began with students 

sharing the title or topic of their se-

nior project which was intended to 

have a community-building effect 

on the group. The first half-hour 

was centered around venting, where 

students could talk about their chal-

lenges and highlights in their project 

process. The event provided writing 

tips, coffee, cookies and water. 

Bill Nese, ’23, heard about the 

event through flyers and May 

reached out to him about attending 

the event.

“I thought it was cool that I had 

a space to work on my comp,” Nese 

said. “I know originally it was sup-

posed to be once-a-week for an hour, 

but even the once-a-month thing is 

nice because I like that we have time 

to set aside to edit what I have and 

feel more confident about it.” 

Nese said that one of the benefits 

of being in a space where everyone is 

working on the same goal is that he 

has more motivation and is not dis-

tracted as easily. 

Writing consultant Rebecca 

Pechmann, ’24, said seniors do not 

generally utilize writing consultants 

outside of the event, but within the 

space she did field a few questions. 

“I think the most common ques-

tion I get is people coming in and 

asking me to look at something to 

see if it makes sense,” Pechmann 

said. “I think a lot of the time I am 

not the same discipline as the com-

per so I can’t offer discipline-specif-

ic suggestions. I can definitely learn 

about the discipline from the comp-

er and then maybe offer more sug-

gestions, but I think it usually ques-

tions about clarity.” 

Pechmann said that the best 

thing a student can do when work-

ing on their project is step away from 

it from time to time to see it from an 

outside perspective. 

“I think a lot of times if you are 

writing you just get so caught up on 

what you want to say that it can be 

hard to look at it with a fresh set of 

eyes,” Pechmann said. “I think tak-

ing even just a short break can be 

really powerful.” 

To prepare upcoming seniors for 

their senior projects, a panel called 

“Demystifying Comps” featuring 

seniors, alumni and faculty will be 

hosted during Junior Appreciation 

Week which is from March 20 to 

March 24, according to May. The 

purpose of the event is to further 

support students with the projects in 

the upcoming year.

“They will talk about their experi-

ence and what comping did for them 

when they got in the job market,” 

May said. “Those panel talks will be 

on Monday, March 20, at 7 p.m.”

May said the Comps Coffeehouse 

will result in higher quality work this 

year because of the additional set of 

eyes provided by the writing consul-

tants. 

“It’s really going to enhance the 

work they’re going to be able to 

produce because I don’t care who 

you are as a writer, and I write a lot 

myself,” May said. “When you get an 

additional set of eyes on your man-

uscript or your document, that en-

hances it.”

Library’s Comps Coffee House supports senior projects

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY SHEREEN BHAN
Writing consultants pose in the library collaboratory. The Maytum Center for Student Success and the 
Writing Center joined forces to host the Comps Coffee House.
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Baseball laces up for trips to Beckley and Tucson
By KYLE CHANDLER
Sports Editor
chandler01@allegheny.edu

The Allegheny baseball team 
will swing their way into the 
2023 regular season with road 
trips to Beckley, West Virginia, 
and Tucson, Arizona. The Ga-
tors will play in a three-game 
set against John Carroll Uni-
versity on Saturday, Feb. 25, 
and Sunday, Feb. 26, at Linda K. 
Epling Stadium. Following the 
season opening series, they will 
fly across the country to play 
at the Kino Sports Complex in 
Tucson.

The pandemic put strains 
on the team’s travel ability over 
the past several years, which 
meant Tucson — a regular 
spring break trip for the team 
— was put on hold. It is the first 
time they will return since the 
2019 season, meaning all team 
members across the board will 
experience it for the first time.

“We are definitely excited 
for it,” said team captain Chase 
Chodkowski, ’23. “We play in 
warm weather for the first time 
in probably four years, but it 
is another good experience to 
bond with the guys.” 

The Gators will play a variety 
of opponents, including Min-
nesota’s Gustavus Adolphus 
and Bethany Lutheran, Califor-
nia’s Claremont-Mudd-Scripps 
and Ohio’s Otterbein across 
eight games beginning on Sat-

urday, March 4. The Gators will 
take a 40-man roster on the 
trip, exactly half of which are 
upperclassmen. 

Chodkowski wants to soak 
in the experience after his first 
two seasons were a whirlwind 
of disappointment and short-
ened campaigns.

“One last year with the 
boys,” Chodkowski said. “We 
all get to play together, it will 
be an ‘older guy’ led team, and 
hopefully we can do some great 
things.”

Allegheny is ranked third in 
the Presidents’ Athletic Confer-
ence for the preseason rankings 
this spring. They made their re-
turn to PAC in the fall of 2022 
after previously leaving to join 
the North Coast Athletic Con-
ference in 1984, where they 
remained until the switch back. 
Last year, Allegheny finished 
24-15, narrowly missing the 
playoffs.

Upon the Gators’ arrival 
back home from Arizona, they 
will compete in a non-confer-
ence doubleheader matchup 
against Houghton University 
on March 18. It will be the first 
time competing on the new-
ly-renovated Robert Garbark 
field, which features an infield 
composed of artificial turf.

“Everything is restarting in 
a good way,” said center field-
er Ryan Dougherty, ’24. “I am 
excited to see the alumni (who 
donated to the program) and 

the success that we think we 
will have this year.”

Dougherty has started since 
his first year with the Gators, 
and was named to the NCAC 
All-East team in 2021. He has 
one of the best gloves in all of 
Division III baseball, as has 
committed only one error in 
his career on the field: in a game 
against Wooster last season the 
ball took a bad hop off the fence 
which gave Doughtery trouble 
with gaining possession. It was 
the scorer’s decision to credit 
him with the error when the 
baserunner advanced to third 
base due to the bad hop, but 
the call was controversial at the 
time.

Nevertheless, Dougherty’s 
superiority in the outfield 
comes from his read off of the 
bat. He said he uses the sound 
of the contact to determine his 
path of direction. This helps 
him gauge whether he should 
take an immediate step back or 
come in to make the catch.

“I work on getting a good 
first step and reading the ball of 
the bat,” Dougherty said. “(The 
sound) depends on whether it 
is a lefty or righty hitter. When-
ever you hear a louder sound 
you know they barrelled it and 
that you have to run further 
back. If you hear they do not 
get all of it, you know it is a ball 
that will slice away from you, or 
that you will have to come in.”

During batting practice, 

Dougherty and the rest of the 
outfielders — the “O-gang” — 
will regularly head to the grass 
and shag fly balls. They take the 
reps seriously, which allows for 
more practice and a better sim-
ulation of what a game-styled 
hit would look like as opposed 
to a ball off of a fungo bat.

Another key element that 
could make or break the Ga-
tors’ season is the flamethrow-
ers. Conor Deasy, ’23, Daniel 
Morgano, ’23, and Bobby Ku-
simsky, ’23, are all heading into 
their final season on the bump 
after leading the pitching staff 
for the past three seasons. Cho-
dkowski referred to them as a 
“three-headed dragon.”

“We all compete, we push 
each other every day, we are 
always competing for that title 
of ‘ace,’” Kusinsky said. “It helps 
us push each other — push us 
in practice and push us during 
the games. Whenever one of 

us is pitching the other two are 
right up there on the fence al-
ways cheering, encouraging, 
helping each other out during 
the games, trying to keep each 
other level headed.”

Kusinsky held the lowest 
ERA on the team last year. He 
was an All-NCAC Honorable 
Mention, and is a pivotal part of 
the Gators roster. His elite con-
trol and sharp movement on 
the breaking stuff allows him to 
make hitters look silly. He has 
a high spin rate on his fastball, 
which makes it appear to come 
in significantly faster than it 
shows on the gun. Though he 
sits in the mid- to upper-80s, 
Kusinsky deceptively brings the 
heat that can seem like it is in 
the 90s.

The question remains, who 
will be the fourth starter for 
Allegheny this year? Out of the 
310.1 total innings pitched last 
year, 177 of those were soaked 

up by the three aforementioned 
arms. 

Brent Herrmann, ’24, was 
next in line with 19.2 innings 
pitched a year ago. He has been 
working on the hill as a starter 
throughout the fall season and 
could be the guy to fill that role. 
If Herrmann gets the job, he 
will also provide the starting 
rotation with a southpaw arm 
to mix it up for the Gators.

The team has a lot to prove. 
They received numerous top-
25 votes last year, but never 
made the official list. In a new 
conference with a new field, 
the team hopes to show out 
and make some noise with first 
pitch right around the corner. 

“Anything short of a PAC 
Championship (would be dis-
appointing),” Chodkowski said. 
“ It is very realistic for us and 
that is what we are setting our 
eyes on. That is our goal.”

Carr, men’s tennis ready to Carr, men’s tennis ready to 
take on spring seasontake on spring season

By KYLE CHANDLER
Sports Editor
chandler01@allegheny.edu

Ethan Carr, ’26, has put up 
an impressive first-year cam-
paign for the Allegheny men’s 
tennis program. He has dom-
inated on the court, racking 
up seven victories through-
out singles and doubles play 
during the fall. Providing an 
immediate impact on the ros-
ter, Carr looks to keep things 
going with the spring under 
way and was added to the 
“Players to Watch” list by the 
Presidents’ Athletic Confer-
ence.

One of his early standout 
performances came during 
the Intercollegiate Tennis 
Association tournament in 
St. Louis, Missouri. Hosted 
by Washington University 
from Friday, Sept. 23, through 
Sunday, Sept. 25, Carr and 
his doubles partner, Anton 
Hedlund, ’25, went on to win 
the East Region consolation 
bracket.

This was no small feat. Af-
ter dropping their first match 
in the main bracket to No. 2 
nationally ranked Case West-
ern Reserve University’s Chris 
Provenzano and Sahil Dayal 
— who played in the 2021-22 
NCAA Division III Champi-
onships for CWRU last spring 
— the tandem battled back 
with five consecutive victories 
in a row to win the event, with 

the last via a walkover. 
“That was a great opportu-

nity,” Carr said. “(Now I am) 
looking forward to the season 
here.”

Carr and Hedlund have 
seemed to find good chemis-
try throughout their partner-
ship this season. While Hed-
lund provides the power with 
his flaming serves and strong 
hits, Carr provides the finesse 
and touch to keep opponents 
on their toes.

Carr has been playing the 
game since he was three-and-
a-half years old. His mom was 
the one to introduce him to 
the racquet, and he has been 
playing ever since.

“My mom lived in China,” 
Carr said. “Whenever she 
came to the States and mar-
ried my dad, she figured ten-
nis is a great retirement sport. 
She helped me pick it up as 
she picked it up, and we both 
kind of fell in love with the 
game at the same time.”

From King of Prussia, 
Pennsylvania, Carr attended 
Harriton High School and 
knew Allegheny was a good 
fit for him. He appreciated 
the small size of the school, 
which included a good stu-
dent-to-faculty ratio. 

Carr not only saw the 
strong academic presence Al-
legheny had to offer, but he 
was forthwith accepted into 
the tennis culture. With just 

over one semester under his 
belt, Carr has found his home 
and enjoys the Gator atmo-
sphere.

“I am really liking Allegh-
eny,” Carr said. “Being able to 
do things my freshman year as 
soon as you get on the team, it 
is a great opportunity.”

The Gators have anoth-
er great opportunity with 
competing at a high level the 
rest of the spring. They were 
named the PAC favorites af-
ter winning nine matches last 
season in the North Coast 
Athletic Conference. Though 
the team started off with a 
small blemish to Case West-
ern in an out-of-conference 
matchup, they have plenty of 
time to leave their mark and 
redeem their high praise. 

Allegheny will compete 
against Oberlin on March 1, 
followed by their spring break 
trip down to Hilton Head, 
South Carolina, where they 
will play four different teams 
from March 4 through March 
12. From there, conference 
pay begins in the Swamp ver-
sus Franciscan University on 
March 24. High hopes and 
expectations are riding on 
this season, but players are 
confident they can deliver.

“We want to remain hum-
ble, but at the same time we 
want to recognize that we 
have the potential to go big 
and go far,” Carr said.

ANNALIESE STONE/THE CAMPUS
KC Johns, ’24, (left) and Caden Hinckley, ’23, (second from right) receive honors at 
Senior Night. Although Johns is only a junior, he will be graduating early and this 
will be his last semester at Allegheny. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GATOR ATHLETICS
Endraya Abraham, ’23, (third from left) and Alexis Caldwell, ’23, (fifth from left) with 
their families on senior night. Abraham dealt with injuries throughout her career, but 
still worked with the Gators as a student assistant coach.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GATOR ATHLETICS
Ethan Carr, ’26, returning a hit during a match earlier in the season. 

Senior Night Lights
By KYLE CHANDLER
Sports Editor
chandler01@allegheny.edu

Over 800 fans were in attendance to celebrate the elders on Senior 
Night at the James H. Mullen Jr. Arena on Saturday, Feb. 18. After the 
pre-game ceremony, pandemonium filled the air with both the wom-
en’s and men’s team delivering victories in convincing fasion. Sofia 
Genareo, ’25, led the way for the women with 17 points and 16 boards 
in a 71-58 victory over Waynesburg University. It was Genareo’s first 
double-double of her career. Right behind her was Alexis Caldwell, 
’23, who, in her last regular season game with Allegheny, dropped 15 
points while shooting 7-14 from the field, in addition to snagging five 
rebounds. The men went above and beyond in following the women’s 
performance, taking down the Yellow Jackets 111-62. Six Gators scored 
in double-digits, and Isaiah Portis, ’26, led the way with 21 points off 
the bench. Caden Hinckley, ’23, finished with 15 points, eight rebounds 
and one block — passing Jordan Rawls, ’20, for second place in all-time 
career boards. This marks the most points scored by the team since 
the 2003-04 season when Allegheny dropped 128 against Westminster 
College. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GATOR ATHLETICS
Left to right: Conor Deasy, ’23, Daniel Morgano, ’23, and Bobby Kusinsky, ’23, make 
up the “three-headed dragon” as all three head into their senior season on the bump.
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