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Dan: Okay, so this is Daniel Marcus interviewing Mr. Mead on November 16, it’s 12’o clock. Okay so um, you said you were born in Meadville, right?

Mr. Mead: I was born and raised in Meadville. 

Dan: Okay.

Mr. Mead: Well actually I was born in Meadville but raised in Kerrtown.

Dan: Oh, okay. 

Mr. Mead: Right across the crick. 

Dan: Oh, what year was that?

Mr. Mead: I was born in 1920.

Dan: 1920. Okay so, I guess you could say this is a fairly urban area. Would you consider it that?

Mr. Mead: Yeah.

Dan: Okay, and you were describing the industries just a few minutes ago, would you mind doing that again for me?

Mr. Mead: What’s that?

Dan: Would you mind describing the industries again that you were just describing a few minutes ago?

Mr. Mead: Oh, no. I’d be glad to. 

Dan: Okay. Thank you.

Mr. Mead: Well let’s begin with the Talon manufacturing company, which was originally called The Hookless that was developed, invented and developed in Meadville and uh, they made zippers. They had a little place run and they built one on that big plant on Pine and Chestnut. And uh, they made zippers for garments and all kinds of stuff. And then uh, it was just about towards the end, middle or the end of the Depression they really started to get going because they were putting zippers on different things, especially garments. And American Viscose, was a rayon factory  they were over by the fifth ward. They come to town it was a rayon factory and uh, rayon was about that time just becoming popular as undergarments and they made shirts and all kinds of things like that for it. Then, that was a good employer. And then there was American Break Shoe, which originally was, Break Shoe… or Bronze Metal then it was American Break Shoe, and now its American Bronze Manufacturing. They were originally down on off Terrace Street, about where Penn plaza is right now. And uh, they made primarily bronze equipment for brakes on box cars and trains. And then, there was the Erie Railroad, which had in on the mainline between Chicago and New York. They had shops here and they had a reclamation plant and they had a uh, car shop too, and there was a lot of employment there too. They run, I think it was three trains east and three trains west. Passenger trains, everyday. And then there was the Bessemer Railroad which came into Meadville from uh, essentially from Greenville, and uh, they delivered a lot of our stuff here in Meadville and baggage and stuff. At first they had three or four trains and one they would have a combination of baggage and passenger train, and they would uh, they would service a lot of Lower Meadville with coal um, different types of raw materials for Meat Penn Iron Works which is where Rich Segrel works now. It was a fabricator and they sold Kurtz sand and uh all kinds of raw materials for them, and uh, they went over, both the Erie and the Bessemer went over to the Viscose and then there was a uh, well later on there was a shoe factory come to town, but it didn’t last very long. And down on South Main there was a Champion DeArment which is a tool manufacturer. And there was a McCroskey Tool Company. There was a lot of medium sized industries in Meadville, and so it really wasn’t hit hard because it was  a lot of necessary things, you know that they had to have for ordinary day to day living. 

Dan: Right, something you couldn’t cut back on, stuff that you needed. 

Mr. Mead: Yeah. 

Dan: Uh, what did your parents do?

Mr. Mead: Well my parents, uh, I lost my mother to fire when I was fourteen months old.

Dan: Oh okay.

Mr. Mead: And my father, well he worked at American Express Company.

Dan: Oh okay.

Mr. Mead: And he worked for the uh, he was an assistant yardmaster at the Erie Railroad. And later on, he worked at the Keystone Ordinance, which came later on in uh the late thirties which made Nitroglycerin, TNT they called it, for uh the Army and for the government and uh, I had one uncle who was the paymaster at the William Page Boiler Company, which made commercial and uh also, what would you call it? Regular home boilers hot water and steam boilers. He was a paymaster there. My grandfather was uh, worked for the Meadville Water Company for a while and then he was a crossing watchman on the Mercer Street crossing for the Bessemer Railroad. He retired from that, and I had one uncle who was a conductor for a passenger train for the Erie Railroad.

Dan: Okay. Did you have siblings?

Mr. Mead: Yeah, I have a full sister who is about two years older than me.

Dan: Oh okay. 
	
Mr. Mead: And then I have uh, well lets see there’s a uh, seven half brothers and sisters from two other ladies.

Dan: Okay. Um, did you have uh, chores, like specific chores that you had to do all the time to help your family? 

Mr. Mead: Well, not too much. 

Dan: Not too much?

Mr. Mead: No, no. We had some chores, but they, like shoveling the walks, and raking the leaves, and we lived right alongside of a run and uh, and oh yea we had to garden and help plant the garden. And we had two big, huge, Northern Spy Apple Trees and clear in the back of the lot and we had to pick up the apples and help them make cider and apple butter and all that sort of stuff. But there were really no specific chores that we were stuck with, you know. 

Dan: Right, yeah I understand. Uh, did you play sports at all?

Mr. Mead: What?

Dan: Did you play any sports at all?

Mr. Mead: Uh yeah, I played uh, well it was sort of a baseball and softball when I was a kid, and when I was in high school, I played uh a couple of years of soccer and uh played softball.  I went to a uh two year high school and then we went, after two years we went to Meadville High School. And I played two years of football at Meadville High School. I had to leave the team though because of a knee injury.

Dan: Oh okay.

Mr. Mead: On my senior year. 

Dan: Yeah. Uh, what else did you do for fun?

Mr. Mead: Well, we hunted and fished. We lived on French Creek a lot of times and boated and everything and swim. There was Castlewater Creek we would go to. And bicycling, rollerskating, a lot of kids activities, you know. 

Dan: Alright yeah, a lot of the same things that we do today.

Mr. Mead: Yeah, yeah sure. 

Dan: Uh, what was your school experience like?

Mr. Mead: What?

Dan: What was your school experience like? Did you enjoy school? Did you enjoy high school?

Mr. Mead: Yeah.

Dan: You liked it?

Mr. Mead: Yeah, I stared school on my sixth birthday.

Dan: Okay.

Mr. Mead: And I went to two different schools in Kerrtown, grade schools. And then I uh, went to a two year high school and went to Meadville High School. Later on, in the service, I went to Wentworth Institute in Boston, Massachusetts. It’s a machine, marine engineering school. 

Dan: Oh, wow. Uh, what were your favorite subjects in school? 

Mr. Mead: (Pause) Oh, let me think. One, I’ll tell you one that wasn’t. Spelling. 

Dan: Spelling?

Mr. Mead: Well I liked history. 

Dan: You liked History?

Mr. Mead: Yeah I liked history. And uh, I liked math too. I wasn’t, yea I enjoyed doing math. 

Dan: Okay. Uh, did you have to walk to school?

Mr. Mead: Huh?

Dan: Did you have to walk to school?

Mr. Mead: Yeah, uh yeah. The first time I ever was in a school bus was a couple of years ago when Schreyer’s had a trip to uh, Niagra Falls for, to go to the casinos. The first time I had ever been in a school bus. 

Dan: Oh wow(laughs). Uh, did you have a radio as a kid, did your family have a radio?

Mr. Mead: The family had a radio, yeah. 

Dan: Right yeah, okay. Did you listen to it often?

Mr. Mead: Well yeah that was one of the routines. The family in the evening would gather around the radio and listen to the radio and uh, we didn’t have the news we do now, you know. There’s a lot of things we know now right after they happen, we never heard about because the news media wasn’t organized or we didn’t have the uh, oh, television and all that to inform us. 

Dan: Right, okay. 

Mr. Mead: Technology just wasn’t that good yet. 

Dan: Oh right right, lots has changed. Uh, did you go on family vacations anywhere? Or did you just stay around this area?

Mr. Mead: Oh, uh, my mother was from Orangeville, Pennsylvania, which is down by Greenville, and we used to spend time with them down there. And we didn’t go on long vacations. And then, once, a couple of times we went to Niagra Falls and we had relatives up there, and uh ,that was about it. You know, not real long vacations. 

Dan: How, how did you get to Niagra Falls. Did you drive?

Mr. Mead: Well, family drove. 

Dan: Family, okay. 

Mr. Mead: Family, family drove. 

Dan: So you had a lot of extended family around here as well? Not just your immediate family?

Mr. Mead: No, No. 

Dan: Oh, no, you didn’t?

Mr. Mead: No, I have two sons, one is in Erie and one is Galax, Virginia. I have a sister who lives in Delaware, Ohio. 

Dan: Okay. Um, did you have like a role model or someone you looked up to when you were younger? That you remember?

Mr. Mead: (long pause) Well, you know who I admired the most in life was my grandfather. 

Dan: Why is that?

Mr. Mead: He was the kind of a guy, he never criticized anybody.

Dan: Mhm. 

Mr. Mead: But he would do anything anybody ever asked him to and uh, he would let you have fun. He wasn’t critical of you or anything like that, and he treated everyone the same. 

Dan: Mhm. 

Mr. Mead: And I admired him for that. The most out of anyone I knew. And my name is David Henry Mead. His name was Henry and I always use the initial “H” when I sign my name…

Dan: To honor him?

Mr. Mead: In deference to him. 

Dan: Yeah. Uh what did you want to be, or what did you want to do for your career as a child?

Mr. Mead: Well first I wanted to be an airplane pilot(laughs). 

Dan: Oh really?

Mr. Mead: But my father was involved with a man who had a biplane here in Meadville, and then I was raised about four doors from a garage and I was practically raised in a garage and I wanted to be a mechanic, an automobile mechanic. And I was for a while in fact at one time I was in a garage business for about a year in a partnership. 

Dan: Okay, so you, uh actually, got to be wanted you to for a while, when you were a child. 

Mr. Mead: Well yea I uh, I’ve done a lot of things. I was on the railroad twice and uh, I was at the Talon, I was at the Viscose. I spent 21 years at Conneaut Lake Park.

Dan: Oh wow. 

Mr. Mead: And uh thirteen years at Allegheny College. I really enjoyed what I did there, what I did at part because I got involved with technology of radio and sound systems and all that stuff. I enjoyed that. I still do DJing every once in a while. 

Dan: Oh really?(pause) What were your meals like at that time? Are they similar to today or did you have different types of meals?

Mr. Mead: What?

Dan: Uh meals?

Mr. Mead: Oh, pretty much the same, pretty much the same. 

Dan: The same. So its still similar to today?

Mr. Mead: See I, after my wife passed away, it will be twelve years uh, November, this month, the twenty-seventh of the month. But uh, I do most of my own cooking  and I, there is a lot of things I, my grandmothers, aunt and uncle raised us you see. And theres a lot of things my grandma and aunt used to make that I loved, and I still make them. Goulash, you know.

Dan: Oh yeah, I’ve had that. 

Mr. Mead: and uh, I like fried cabbage. Everyone looks at me like I’m nuts when I tell them that. And uh, a lot of different things that I make here were easy to make that I got when I was a kid, you know. And there’s, I like good spaghetti too, but I’m not Italian. 

Dan: Yeah. So you find yourself uh, making meals for yourself now that you had for yourself now that you really enjoyed then?

Mr. Mead: Yeah.
 
Dan: Okay, that’s interesting. Uh, would you say that you were close to your family growing up?

Mr. Mead: Yeah very close. 

Dan: Very close. 

Mr. Mead: Except my father, he didn’t stay at home very much, course he was married twice after my mother passed away. I had a half brother who was career man in the army, and uh but yea we were close. We were real close.  And we had wonderful neighbors. We had wonderful, where we loved over in Kerrtown, it was a real close-knit group you know. Everybody, and I just told a lady yesterday you could tell people  when the men worked at the Melville Air Company, as a lot of them in that are did. If you walked down behind their house on Monday morning you would see clothes hanging on the line almost brown. You know they worked in the factory at the Melville Air Company. 

Dan: Yeah, um ], did you ever, you said that your neighborhood was tight-knit. Did you ever do activities with other people your age in your neighborhood? Or did you…

Mr. Mead: Oh yeah. We had a I was the eldest one, we had a game and we had a place up in the woods where we had a two room cabin. A fireplace and everything, and we used to go hunting and fishing together, took boats on the crick that we went up and down the crick together. We did a lot of things with the neighbors and other kids, you know. It was a close-knit group, we had a lot of fun. 

Dan: Okay, that sounds like a lot of fun. Uh, do you remember having a favorite holiday, a specific holiday that you really enjoyed?

Mr. Mead: Favorite holiday? (pause)Let me think now. (pause) It wasn’t Thanksgiving because I don’t like turkey. I guess it was the 4th of July. 

Dan: Why is that?

Mr. Mead: Well, when you go across the bridge, the Mercer Street Bridge, across French Crick, into Kerrtown from Meadville, there is an old store building there, and there used to be a guy in Kerrtown, an elderly gentleman who would have a big firework store there. 

Dan: Oh okay. 

Mr. Mead: And then everything that he didn’t sell, we got to put off, that night on the 4th of July.

Dan: Oh that’s a lot of fun. Um…

Mr. Mead: What we used to do is tell people, we hung around there and told people: don’t buy the skyrockets they ain’t worth a darn issuer, and then we’d get them and put them on the bridge and shoot them to Meadville off the edge of the bridge. 

Dan: So, um, would you say that you enjoyed your childhood a lot?

Mr. Mead: Oh yeah, yeah. I had bicycles, I had a motorcycle before I was old enough to have drivers license. 

Dan: Oh really?

Mr. Mead: I was working in the wrecker down in the garage below me before  I could license to drive the wrecker. 

Dan: Um, do you think experiences as you had during the 1930s uh, shaped your life a lot? Like what you decided to do?

Mr. Mead: Probably, yeah. But then uh, when you get married and have children you gotta do what, you gotta support them and… Well after I got out of the service, I was a motor torpedo boats, PT boats and uh, I was down on Solomon Islands and after I got out of there I had one child, it was a baby, and another one on the way. And I come home when I get home, a week later, I was working.

Dan: Wow, oh wow.

Mr. Mead: You have to support them kids at home. 

Dan: Yeah, yeah that’s true. 

Mr. Mead: We didn’t have a lot of the things that are available to people now as far as the government helping you and stuff now. 

Dan: Alright, what was, what would you say is your favorite memory of the 30s?

Mr. Mead: Of the 30s?

Dan: Yeah.

Mr. Mead: (Long Pause) Hm. Gee. I don’t know. I guess the most fun I ever had was on Halloween. We had a lot of fun on Halloween. 

Dan: Okay. You went trick or treating?

Mr. Mead: Hm?

Dan: Did you go trick or treating?

Mr. Mead: We didn’t have trick or treating then.

Dan: Oh really?

Mr. Mead: But we did a lot of uh, well things to you know, we would go around and year we went up to the hill there in Kerrtown, and the farmer up there and we stole a lot of his corn shucks and we put them zigzagged all the way through Kurrtown. If you were driving (laughing and making hand motions). And uh, we used to have a lot of fun doing different things. We’d serenade people and you know, and, and uh, throw tomatoes on their porch and stuff like that(laughing). And just lots of devil(laughs).

Dan: Yeah(laughs). Uh, do you remember any like hardships of the 1930s?

Mr. Mead: Really not much of anything. We didn’t have a whole lot, but all my family was working, we ate good, and we had a good warm house, and uh, of course most of the kids in the neighborhood got a bicycle before I did, but I got the nicest one of all of them, when I finally got one. And, it wasn’t really hard, no, it was a good childhood, a really good childhood. 

Dan: Okay, um, do you remember your parents uh, ever talking about President Roosevelt? At all or did you not really hear anything?

Mr. Mead:  Uh, no not a whole lot. 

Dan: No, not a lot?

Mr. Mead: Not a whole lot. 

Dan: Okay, um, let’s see, um, I know you said you weren’t really affected by the Depression and people in this immediate area um, weren’t as well.

Mr. Mead: Well, now uh, there wasn’t like it is today. There wasn’t mass layoffs and stuff like that. But now I can remember there may have been more than one, but I can remember one soup kitchen, in Meadville. What we call soup kitchens now.

Dan: Right. 

Mr. Mead: And it was the Moose Club. And they we were right down on uh, Arch Street, right along, almost to the track, the railroad tracks. The depot was across from them and the Meat park and the Depot. And they run for people to come and you know, get  a meal.

Dan: Mhm. 

Mr. Mead: And my uncle was a generous man, he was a bachelor for years, he was working, he bought milk for this soup kitchen, and the biggest, probably the biggest area at the time was Steer’s Dairy and we used to get a big kick out of the bill, because the bill said Moose Milk from Steer’s. Figure out how you can get that(laughing). And then I can remember hobos. 

Dan: Yeah

Mr. Mead: Uh, not a whole lot. But they had a unique system. They would come over through where we lived uh, if you were generous or if you were an easy, take, you know, somehow they would identify you, and everybody would, all those guys would, that’s where they would stop to get a handout. Just like putting a big sign up you know, here’s a sucker. 

Dan: Yeah. 

Mr. Mead: But uh, and then we had uh, at the time a lot of them where there’s a trusses, down by Bessemer Railroad. Underneath there, a lot of them would sleep down there. And we used to uh, go down there and harass them a little bit once and a while. They were good-natured about it, and there was a lot of Cannide Bumps down there. Do you know what that is?

Dan: No.

Mr. Mead: Well I don’t know if you can still get them , I think you can, it would come in a tin can about like that, see (forms small circle with hands), and it was you know, some sort of gel saturated with alcohol, see. And you could put it under a dish and light it, like you see how they have these warmers underneath a buffet just like that, but you could take it out and you could take your sock and squeeze the alcohol out of it and drink it. 

Dan: Oh yeah.

Mr. Mead: And those guys, it was as bad as meth actually. 

Dan: Yeah.

Mr. Mead: There was a few of those guys. We used to go down and harass them too.

Dan: Um, did you, did you hear things about the Depression in other area through the radio or a newspaper or anything like that?

Mr. Mead: Yes oh, yes. 

Dan: So you heard about the Depression?

Mr. Mead: Oh yes. 

Dan: So even though it didn’t necessarily effect you. 

Mr. Mead: Yeah, my family gave when they could. But you know we had a lot of produce, see.

Dan: Mhm. 

Mr, Mead: We had our own garden, we had apple trees, the neighbors next to us had plums, we had grapes and all that stuff. And then the neighbors and my uncle and father they used to go out and do hunting and a lot of fishing and we were, we were. And then the market house down here, every Saturday it wasn’t just inside it was the whole outside all the way around were vendors selling vegetables  and meat and all kinds of stuff you know.

Dan: So you were, you were, pretty self-sufficient in your area?

Mr. Mead: Yeah. 

Dan: Yeah. Uh, did you ever, when you saw the news or heard it, did you ever discuss it with anyone or did you just listen and then?

Mr. Mead: Oh I guess we just listened. 

Dan: Just listened to it and you didn’t discuss it too much. Um, can you compare anything now to the 30s, like um , just I guess your life in general or people’s lives now compared to growing up in the 30s? Do you think it’s still the same or different? Or?

Mr. Mead: No it’s entirely different, entirely different.

Dan: No? why’s that?

Mr. Mead: Well there is so much more that people come in contact with, technology and there’s so many things like warm water cars, and more people have cars. Every family has a car. And uh, they didn’t holler about global warming and stuff, they didn’t worry about that. A lot of the heat was coal. Originally there was a coal boiler in this house, now its natural gas. And  uh, it was, living conditions were a lot different back those days then they are now. 

Dan: Okay, umm is there anything else that you would like to tell me about, uh your life in the 30s? Or any experiences that you’ve had that you’d like to talk about that I didn’t cover with my questions?
 
 Mr. Mead: Well, I guess I went to school we went walked back and forth to school. We, I walked clear to high school and back every day, a lot of times I’d come back for lunch. And then uh, we did a lot of things together and uh my family was close and we loved each other and then helped other and uh ,  one thing I wish I had when I was a little boy my family, had, my uncle, the car we had was a 1912 National Touring Car, a great big old touring car. And behind the driver’s there was two little seats folded down for my sister and I and that’d be worth thousand and thousands of dollars today. 

Dan: Oh yeah. 

Mr. Mead: And um, there a few things I did I wish I hadn’t, and there are a lot of things I did, and I’m glad I did them.   I told people what I, uh, when the service comes up. I turned, the day that I got my draft papers, I mailed them in Erie on my way to Erie to join the Navy. I told everybody I wanted to get into PT boats. And they said oh you’ll go there where they tell you and everything. Well, they did for a while, but then they said I have an opportunity and I got into PT’s. And I had great experiences, I was on the Solomon Islands(other inaudible locations). I got to know John Wayne, Rob Montgomery, Ward Vaughn, and Burdoch, and a lot of stuntmen and stuff, and uh,  that was quite an experience down in Miami. And my wife was with me, and we had a lot of memorabilia. I, come out of the navy all in one piece. I never had any problems, the only time I was off more than I was, I left the railroad, and I was sick for a week before I went to work at the Viscose. Or for a month.

Dan: Wow, that’s a long sickness.

Mr. Mead: I enjoyed my time at the park, I enjoyed my time at Allegheny. The one problem with the park, there was no pension.

Dan: Yeah.  Okay so is there is anything else? I mean , I have everything that I need.

Mr. Mead: I guess we covered just about everything. 

Dan: Okay thank you very much for your time. 

Mr. Mead: What?

Dan: I said thank you very much for your time. 

Mr. Mead: You’re quite welcome. 

Dan: And for uh, telling me about your memories. It was very helpful. 

Mr. Mead: I hope you get a good grade(laughs) 

Dan: Oh well, thank you  (laughs). 

 







