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XL
Paris, May 22, 1928
My very dear friend,

Ida Rubenstein just gave me your lovely birds. I am very touched by the errand that you
asked her to do for me. Your faithful heart is full of indulgence for your old friend, who
forgets to write but who nevertheless thinks of you often.

I was sorry to hear that you had been ill. Several of my friends have had sinusitis. I
know it is a very painful illness. You must have suffered greatly.

Miss Rubenstein led us to hope that you might come to France this year! That would be a
great joy for me. I would be happy to see you at our house in Brittany, where we will be
precisely in the month of September. Considering my advanced age, I never thought to
see you again, and I thought that our last parting would be the definitive one.

I am myself astonished at how well I feel this year. I am much better than last year and
capable of walking and doing things I could not have done in prior years since my major
illness. I would have no cause for complaint if it were not for my deafness, which casts a
pall over the last years of my life by isolating me from those around me and placing me
in a sort of moral solitude, which I find hard to bear.

Last week we saw M. Bradley, who returned from the south of France where he spent
three months to rest, for he was exhausted. We were able to recognize him once he had
spent a few weeks in Brittany with us, and since then our relationship with him has
become a friendly intimacy.

We have had no news from Stand (?) for a long time. I don’t know if he has come to
Paris, but we have not seen him. He must be completely absorbed by all the present-day



problems which take all the time and the thoughts of political men in France and
England.

I embrace you very tenderly, my good dear friend, assuring you again of my good
friendship and with the hope that your project of a trip to France can be realized.

Yours, Cécile Marillier

I will begin (or end) by thanking you for having so well remembered my taste for
American chocolate. I think of you as I eat it, my good dear Miss Tarbell. It is true that
our little Mother is doing very well this year. She has gotten much younger than when
you saw her in 1919. She goes out for walks and for meals and no longer catches colds.
Her stay in Brittany has fortified her. She only regrets that she can no longer follow
conversations, although she hears quite well when one speaks directly to her. She will be
very happy if she can see you in Brittany in autumn. And I as well.

The world now must bear the consequences of Wilson’s stubbornness against the
inoffensive clauses of the treaty. It is sad that after having had such a skillful policy to
get Americans into Europe, he should have prescribed such an authoritarian one that he
has divided them from Europe and the League of Nations. The United States are
evolving towards a parliamentary regime and do not want a president who governs
personally. That is all right, but they no longer want Wilson’s projects, even when they
were reasonable.

Europe will eventually get back on its feet, now that it is free of the curse of military
monarchies, for it has kept its basic vitality. Will it be soon, or later? Idon’t see any
well to tell. And it will depend on how long the sinister Bolshevik experiment will last,
which prevents Russia from producing anything and demoralizes workers in other
countries. France is calm, because she does not have large-scale industry. I send you,
dear Miss Tarbell, assurances of my deep affection.

Ch. Seignobos
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