ss Ida M, Tarbell
b Zast 19th Street
New York City

Is a college woman an asset to her commmity?

E:: Most of us take it so for granted that she is, that we are

é\? inclined to reszent the question. But is sh_o? -Can she prove 1it?

% . In the minds of not Q few people I meet there is grave l_oM

gi and -I occassionally have taken considerable pains to get at

LI the genesis of these doubts. Always I find that outside of the

8 few who still hold tihe archaic notion that a woman' arnnd is not

? | strong and flexible enough to master a stiff curriculumy personal

E | contacts with young women who seemed to the observers to be

T(; either of doubtful value or an outright detriment to their

g communities, are vehind the opinion,

E Now, I hold, =& these crities do, that four years

\f‘g taken from a young woman's life at the age most of them are in |

% college ehould enrich the comunity from which she comes. ““

E—‘ not enough that she be enriched for herself nlma S i
Q I plead sometimes with fanltefinders that &% h **
8 out of the question for her to be enriched for muu M '- fond
th that however indifferent and demanding she may be ﬂ ¥

iﬂ her town she still will give out seomething she m

given without the broadening experiences of |
~ while influence, even if inmtangible. Pe
a fow cases in claiming this « yet I




more value, even if for a time it is difficult to appraise it.

sut my faultefinders have no patience with
intangible values. They feel the young college woman must give
a return for her opportunity which can be felt « understood «
weighed. It is the public in the final analysis which educates
her. It sacrifices in order to make of her something more than
her fathers were. The girl owes a debt. They insist she must pay
her debt in come understanuable way. That at least she should
show a sense of obligation - =2 will to paye.

T am inclined to think that the great majority
of college women do feel their reeponsibility - even Af they do
not make it clear. Our colleges, all of them, have a percentage «
some times larges% of girls who are "working their way®s .nd-ono,
conscious purpose in making the sacrifices they do is that they
may be better fitted to help in their homes - in their towns.
They seek to enrich themeelves but not for themselves alones

I have been rmch impressed with the serious
purpose of almost all students that come out of the Tennessee and
Kentucky mountains, into sueh echools ac Berea, Oneida, Berry.
These boys and girls almost invariably expect to go back to their

communities there to teach in local schooxs.'truin families ti

orderly and sanitary habits of life, improve the breed of lnttl.g i

introduce modern methods of tilling the soil, restore tbt.'&tll

handicrafts « and they do it in thousands of cases.




that their education is not merely a personal matter - it is l |
oo-unltj matter. _

But it is not only the student who must sacrifice
for education that holds it to be an obligation. ”!'ho percentage
of welleto=do or "rich" yomng womer who come out of college
tingling with resolution to give active, useful service in their
communities is large,

That 18, in what I belleve to bo’udorlty o’
cases there iz no basgis for the faulte-finding. The tangible

contributions are ‘enormous. But there is still "a respectable

g
;
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number® of dubious value; those whose after-college exhibits
back up these critics who claim that college makes a girl rather
a drawback than an aseet to her communitye.
Who are these girls? What is the matter with
them? l
Usually when I have run down the complaint I ;
have found that the girl was one of those who had been "sent to
college” - sometimes compelled to go. 8he had locked on her
four years as a species of punishment. She 'lnt hﬂl with a
feeling that family and community owed her something for m B
put the thing through, rather than that she had a debt to m -' t e
Is such a girl mtum to be bM u’l' it -‘

young woman grows up at home without a sense of |

awakened in her « if she is accustomed always to

never to giving « if she is never on her owmn *'b



we should expeoct her to carry out of college a lively seanse of

gratitude for opportunities for which she did not ask « which,

{f she had had her own way, followed her own )ont she would have

— um w \ .
not choun. unlegp tie college om’ her point of Vidw.

Is it not up to the college to do thu*kfvﬁo

arouce her to a sense of the value of what she is getting =

to awaken a feeling of obligation? Certainly something is

wrong if she ic returned as apathetic and indifferent as she

went iny if che etill has no sense that she lives in a world

which sooner or later demands a return for its maruedjt\é!

ox=wup; if she is still resentful because four years have been

taken from her and she wante her pay. There are such girls

and it is not surprising that they should be, at least for a

term of years, a doubtful asset to their communities. They m,‘;

a sharp challenge to their family and to the inltlt‘ut.l;onl which

have kxept them on their roles and yet failed to awaken them.

The truth is the young woman who does not want to go to eow

better be put at something else ‘l% will arouse hﬁ' I.M i
This girl who comes back home “"hating m‘t

sglad it 1s over,® is more tolerable I find to mest erities

the one who comes back burning to "make over® her t“g
hag done something to her, though she may have I:III. :
other reason th-.n her family llpOlt“ it ll' m ﬁ 18

a lively ambition to "arouse® uu «-mn.



~ feeling so incorrigibly superior to hll' town tm m

and reforms and programs = to "start things." And she dashes

in "where angels fear to tread® often making herself a town
nusiance, like the girl in lain Street. She has the zeal to
serve but sle has no senae as yet. that zeal and & blue print are
not all that are necessury to lmprove a community. Alsoj“whe
has not enough buekground, historieal ssnuve, to realize that she
is dealing with a growth to whieh many people have contributed in
the past = muny are actively cortributing et the woment and that
{f she is tc make any Lupression she must learn to "fit in® to
subordinate herself =nd her ideas until she has convinced her town
that she iz something more than an overeconfideni, brash young
woman, choCkefull of theoriec, but weakx in practice.

It is inevitable that the attscks such girls make
on their communities diag\runtle those vwho are running thingse
rhoypdo not relichm inexperience, novwever distinguishe
ed its diploma, are unwilling tc undertake projects they consider
of doubtful validity in their perticular town,

1t is a pity, for sometimes thlc inevitable reburf
knoeks t: o entimsiasm out of the girl permanently. If the idll
doen%ﬁof ropreeinte her ability to elevate it why she will tm

other interests. OShe becomes a hostile element « IW ﬂr

eritical « she joins herself to that rare girl who m M,_ ack

she will have notlu.ng to do with it, &um .t ,OW
town ambitions « sometimes mn of m own f"



made a snob by college, I think she is very rare mnyself, but
one case in a thousand taints the whole matter of higher
education for women for those who come in contact with her.

To the neutrals, unconscious that the time has
come when they are expected to give « to the crusaders who hurry
to reform the town on their own terms « to those who sneer at the
town ways and town activities - we must add a group of girls who
return with one thought uppermost - to get away as qul.kl.y as
possible, find a spot where they can "live their own lives in
their own way." They are still ignorant in spite of college
that there is no such thing- that mn the hermit though he
escape from man cannot escape from nature.

But this young woman is no hermit « she wants
society, occupation, movement « all without restraint and usually
without serving the long apprenticeship required to make a place
for oneself in an association of men and women., 8She does not
grasp that re-adjusting herself at home after four years in a
different world is probably less dil;lc;uxt than adjusting herself
to a world where she is a stranger - a world indifferent to her
and demanding proofs of her value. At home she has something te
go on - something is granted her there but in the outside mu _
nothing is granted. Her college diploma is so much waste m
until she had forced its recognition. g

These are the types with mmun m‘
quote as sound reason for their m M a .




unfits a girl for 1ifé in her community. They add usually that
her family is none the happier for her training < that she
returns out of toush with the more intimate circle - oritical of
its ways - snwilling to adapt herself - anxious to escape. What
was to make her a family asset has made her temporarily at least
a family burden.

Granted that these unwise or unpleasant young
women hamper the cause of higher education of women for a good
jnny people « the practical question is3 What can be done about
them? I have already intimated some of them should nﬂu be sent
to college or entered should be returned - other avenues of
development found for them where ;hoy will give interest and co=
operation.

But why throw all the burden on the girla who
have not been awakened or socialized by college. Are the eritics
giving the girl a fair show? Have they, as a matter of fact,
any sympathetic sense of what she has been through? Consider 1
what has happened to her. 8She was torn out of the only kind of
1ife she had ever known = was set down in an organization where
she was usually an utter stranger. She had to learn new ways of
1ife « form new associations « give her time' to studies in M
she had scant interest. Under these circumstances it hlw
seemed to me there was something valiant in a girl mm
graduat inge. i




And after college what happens? BShe goes back
to her home another person which she herself may not realize,
until she tries to settle into the old enviromment. She has
been living in a highly organised, intelligently directed,
efficient society. She has submitted herself to disecipline <
she has recognized authority « she comes back to a community
which on the face of it seems to her to be badly organized,
inefficient, occupied only with practical, materialistic problems,
deficient in idealism. If she bestirs herself to change things
she runs into a stone wall « a stone wall which not only is
immovable but which resents her efforts to move it.

what she needs is understanding in some quarter.
Where is she going to look for it? 8he ought to find it among
the college women of the community « in the Club. Usually every
town in the country of ten thousand, even less, has a few college
women gathered into a club. Such a club ought to serve as a
1ink between the returning girl and her old environment. Here
are women who have been dislocated for four years as she has been .
they have had to learn to reeadjust « to fit in « to find interests
and occupations « to live happily and usefully in the community .
to Which they belong. Such a club ought to be a refuge = a guide =

a source of information as to what can and oannot be done by the

girl. I have been in college olubs which seemed to me .t“ m.
They had transfered their college spirit into q—tty r4
had set for themselves the keeping alive in )MM 1



intellectual ideals and interests awakened in college. The '5 . ' ‘.
newly returned was at home there and through the club learned

to relate herself to her family and town. But college e¢lubs do
not always see themselves as community centers. BSome of them
are merely preservers of traditions. They live on their
memoriees of college cxporhmﬁ. They are nothing but M-Ot
individuals who have been to college. They are of the past « are
not building out of the past something for the present and future.
They are little help in the problems of the young women who are .
~1n¢ the higher education of women a bad name. They may even

be giving armunition to the critics. They need to be looked

into as much « or more-than she does.




