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Acans. Cenvre Ne Y, 2/25/19i2
Dear Miss Earvell.

e have ,ust been reading witﬁ ;reat inte

-o8t the s®sies of artioles in the AMERICAN on the restless
ness of V¥oman. ,
Yo oconsider that you have a master mind. Those articles
form zeadly a oclassjio essay.
Now | wish to tell you my idess and my dreams. in regard
to our ocentre here.
In 1827 my grandfather, Elisha Morgan, bought tuis farm and begs
to farm here to make his living, and ¢ontinued his preaching for
the redemption of souls, for which he never took a ocent.
He and his wifs, it was said, oould, if every oopy of. the
tible were destroyed, reproduce it. from memory.
He was very consoientious. There are seven day faptits around
here, and in order to convince them that they were in.the wrong
ibe looked forfible texts, from whioh to preach as¢emon, and
he found. tnat there wasa no command. to. obferve. the fxrat day.of
the weex, or, in faoct, any day of. the week, other than.the oconmands
given by Moses to the Jews, along with a good msany others
vhioh Gentiles never think of obeyping
True to his fair and ocandid nature, he adnitted that if.either
vere right, the sevenih day people were, but as for him, he
never again observed the Snbb;th as he formerly had dono.
That. took moral oourage, 4 those dayn.
dy grandfather on the other side was born about 1801, and
was, like ny maternal grandfather, a putlio spirited man.
He had. taken his 'mip" aul his life, but when they ocame.to him
and. told hin. that. the worihless fellows about would not sign
the pledge unless 'Squire Eames did" he sigsed it, in his old
age, and never broke it, altho of oou:rse the worthless drun
kards did. He used to go around and buy up the great hungry
swarm of dogs that the poor people used to feed, saying at.the
sane time that they oould not afford a hog
"I'11 tuy your dogs'" he said. Then do and buy a hog with, the
aoney '
They never did, of oourse, and the next time he went,.they

had another swarm, but.that shows the kind of man he was.
Now | feel that as the granddaughter.of those two lon.

and as the recipient of the gift of the fars wiich my grand
father Morgen "vorkod. to make a living, while he pﬁ;‘bh
to save. aouls it is up to e 4, 4o something hcrs whi
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.worthy of them.
We were thrown here quite by scoident. .0, by.the by, 'hilo |
.thinking of your life having been perhaps. tn!luanotd by. the
wrong perpetrated on you as mine has been by. the vron;o per
petrated upon me, the remembrance comes to me: that Ooorzc ﬂsl
-ters came bere last year, and told me that he klll you v.ty
well vhen you were a little girl. Hes. told me some. 0f . the wronca
which your family sustained at.the hands of Rookotollcr. S5
Well, some wrongs were perpetrated on us, and so we vere. obltzld
to stay on this farm. _
Now I have ooncluded it may be for.the working out of a grand
purpose vhioh as yet is but so diamly outlined to mys elf
that | hesitate to mention it to you, ocut your artiole oalled
it out.

ih I have brought up five ohildrenm i e j
you—outitmed. FWhen my last ohild was boram, every child was /
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looking eagerly for it, and it was.the. topic of family oonvorattion
for months. My sixteen year old daughter was present at my confine

ment; and \the woman dyotor( I agree vit you. on 11 you said about
women in\the profesijioms, by the by. Ahowed hek the afterbirtk :
everything to her. The d ghtor inistered. the ﬁ

ohloroform, \ think.

Wedd ) now she has ohildren of her own. ,
One son is an artist. He has illustrations. in LIFE and: HARPERS

He 1s also a musioian of fully as much. ttloqt t& 1n tho lin.

of art. How much it 1s due.to ny having d
givi¥g-hin his bent, I do not knov.
Eut I always saorificed everything to oduoction, lnd I nowor
was anything but1ﬁurly open and oandid,.in. the. ansllilt detbils
fron the time.they could. talke. I never blinked what I 1. THOUGHT
even. I was transparenocy itself with them, and noune ot th.l
have ever deceived me.
Now I am here on the farm with a son 27 years old. , '
He is of a soientifio turn of mind, and. that being his ntturtl
bent, of oourse he turned.that temdenoy. towsrd researoch,. in tht -
direction of farming soientifioally. :
He wvas a slender youth, who had never dono a dny'a 'ltk 1n
his life. He has been here seven yosxa.
This place has taken five thousand dollars. in. that. talo. tnd
so far, it has not proven profitable.
tut he is now pruotio;l deep thinktng, lotoltltio f.:liro
and a Man. And a man, $00. 0f perfect health and. ltr‘ngthf;”'
Iron nuso‘h# clear eye, and rosy oolploxion._
Gradually nas grown upon me.the po:aibilitioa ror uuktag u
\oontro here of life as it should be ltvod. ~ j .
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Lagking your gift of sucoinot expression, I msuet oclumeily-tryto tell you *
ny-hopes. .
[ think the farm is.the only place where one can live natsrally.
The farm, to my mind, 1s the best place to bring up ohildren.
It is, 80 far as | know, the only profession where.the ohildren become
an asset early, with equal advantage to themselves and their parents.
It is also the only place vhere age is not made to feel its deorepitude
and its helpdessness. There is always something for granduother and grand
father to do, on a faru.
The farm would he a perfect place for any of us to live, if we ocould have
the inspiration whion the ocity affords us. Can we bring a measure of that?
The answer to this problem is what I am trying to work. out.

My ideal is to have a Irook Farm, with the loafers left out.
My field from whioh to ohoose 1s terribly restricted by the fact that none
ut workers need apply. " ‘
I am thoroly convinced that sanity and the highest usefulness are best
promoted ty a fair division of the labor cetween head and hands.
A philosophical friend of mine has said he thinks there is more saving grace
in a garden which will keep a person emplyed all day long, than in sll the
religions in the world. )
We stand here {or simplioity in dress. No corsets, no High heeled shoes
no one of Fashedn's idiosyncrasies are weloome here.
Our living is of the sinmplest and most inexpensive.
I have set nys elf seriously to the problem of providing a perfectly balanoed
ration, at a minimum cost, and nearly everything in thaat ration should .e
raised on this farm. 7
We grow our wheat and grind it for our bread.
. We .row our own potatces and all vegetagle, fruits large ana sasall, and
have our own eggs, ochiokens, pork, beef, milk oream, eto. |
| have bought a steam canning outfit, and with it I ocan put up, in tin cans
everything imaginavle, at first oost, direot from. the field or the stable
sr the henhouse.

I have cenned pumkin, corn, peas, beans, tomatoes, all kinds of fruits
oanned chioken and Leef, -- the irusts nave no.terrors for us.
We put up our own ioe. We cut our own wood in our own wood lot, and raise
our own rye and buckwheat if we want it, and make OuWtr own vaple sprup.
Now all this is not to make money,. We want to nmake a living, it is. true
but we want most of all, to be atle to open our doors to any and every person
who has our ideals, and who wants to come here and work thenm out, and help
us to work them out. _ _ . _

The first hindrance to oongenial working together, is, of oourse, alwvays
the question of the expense of maintenatwe For that reason, I am dir
-ecting all my foroce towad simplyfying ana cheapening living, so.that we L
ney be hospitatle. The house 1s here, and it oosts no more vhether:one .
bed or ten are used. RSN

The land, the grass and the '
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ihat others have. the benefit of then.

I want to have my life work
g0 on surro
inapiration and an educatiot, and at th:nf:foby those whose society. is an

1 9 .
us. those who need the exemple of this kind. of :i::. ! vish.to bave anong

My religion is summed up in the fotlowing

"He who would lose his life shall save it, and he who would save his life
shall lose it" and" It is more blessed. to give than to receive"

I want to teach all those who may oome here, that Happiness is tound right
here on earth if we will fulfil the Law.

And the law is, Work, Study, and Love.

0ur‘ otito is '
N Then ;Sii\with Longing, ‘and Ho! for Labor

And Ho! for Love, each one for his neighbor.
For a life oR Study, and Labdy and Love
Is the life that fits for the Joy aboue"

There are.three of us now. My.aon,,a‘youngazldyfmuhe-oonowhoro—o—aoa
vous wreck, and myself, who was =180 naerly an invélid
Among other great tnings which tnis life on tha farm has taught me, is
how to get well and stay well.
[ would not be afraid to take dimost anyene and .- 4 oure. thea now, if
they would do as | said.

There js a fourth person ooming to .oin us in yuroh. ~ He 18 a oung
frog New | York,/uho vishes to give up city 1ife, be 515,9'63“‘°
he thinks that is the only life where one cefi be h13 true l.lf.

AS | look about me at the farmer's wives here, I an certanily ugroocbly
surprised. They are a most superior set of women.
There seems never to arise here any of those questions whioch bolot the oity
woman. Troyhle from ,ealousy either does not exiet or I do not hosr.rron
i1t. The women are reocgnized as equals and. there never are aay. indioations'
whatever, so far as I have ever been able to disoern, of restlessness or
dissatisfaotion, or the money question among the women.
Sonetines a man drihka/too much, and then his wife and deug tora
hand apd punmel him. In one such case.the pan reftrhped 1
oitizen. The wife and the girls were not ocamdeke el
Lht—ouf~womonwa‘xxla“1hnaowquoe¢4eao»v*ihou&»go&aa_tn__aw. |
They go put and wmilk, and help their hust s, sometimes with oversll

Yot thpy look ¢nat ; la@yl!kd aa/ﬂood\bo. ; ;

e

N
They have one olub here whioh has existed for many years, without tny
schism. One woman here would attract attention ih any New Yokr drcvinz i
roon as a queenly creature. She never saw New York till a few wookl uzo
was brought up on a farm, goes out and nilks, and does all kind ot hlrdv!

yet takes the finest magazines, and has sent her sons to ooll.go. i
Thet is what [ dall American Womanhood ‘ : :

L . 4
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Yet, of oourse, not one of* these |
people undorotand n
® are a laughing stook around here. ¢ oray “"“‘

Eut they are a fine sot, just the sanme.

BULHT: ,18&!31(]

I know you will think a good course.
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llnd prove to be true----- that is, that a life where we all love and trust
®ach other and work for the good of all33 practiocal.

One douonatration will mean mgye than tons of talk.

Again, I hope, in learning how to feed ¢ople to their advantage physiocally

'on about one fourth of what they now spoéﬁ“ﬁitainod son ‘
to b ething wh ‘
e able to teach others. A g whioh I hope

I suppose that in all this country there is but a negligible portiom
of the population that does not eat from one third to one balf more than
they should, and what they do eat, is not the most nourishing food.

-1 have wade some experiments on canning a belanced ration, consisting of
rice cooked with tomato, bacon, and onions, this forming in one small can
a perfect meal, without the addition of any thing whatever.

_ Another thing which fills the same want, is & oream tomato soup, with
oggs and thiokening. There is a baldnced ration alse.

tut I do not know whether the cream and the eggs will keep Must. try it.

A oan of either one of these would feed the working girl in her haill |
bedroom. - She would only need to put it, the cam, in hot water a fev minutes
- I would love to teach a few children. Also I should love. to teach
soientific forming to earnest men who wanted to avoid the terrible ep
1 pensive mistakes we made.

o1 want some day, to have old gentlemen who know every plant and every bird
ﬁito walk with, and teach the little ones.! want bees, so they ocan. ltudy then.

The wonderf 1 creatures! And | want.the finest musioians, so we may t;tln
—-hnvo what we have onoe had, with two Germans who drifted here, musio. enough
gq to make you think you were in Heaven.

5 It we keep our hearts pure, and our habits simple, I. trust. that we :ny
~ realize all these dreans. 1 want tho ose who may join us, to.take, each
ryono, something, and do it for his inoome. and then work the rest. of . the
—-time for the hive. There are bees, and chitkens, and pigs, and atrtw
W\borrioa, and onions, and we have an autordtic loonm where we oan weave.the
@ mret, ly things---- all these vwaiting for the right people! 4
9l1, dear Miss Terbell, and rest assured that. the latoh lt:ing
- You!

i
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Yours truly s  __;in;fﬁ

I want to tell you all. this, because ! believe you will wish us well: inlwhtt

I want to show. the world a practioal demonstration of what | wvant. to boltovo i

s
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