[APRIL 1, 1967 — THE HEMLOCK CUP » THE EEMLOCK CUP — APRIL 1, 1967

r— Bishop Pike's Easter Sunday Morning Service

‘LOOK, DR, PIKE, HERE COME FIFTEEN — HUNDRED RELIGIOUS CATERPILLARS.’

(with apologies to Masters Thomas Stearns Eliot
and Willlam Butler Yeats)

LﬁT SOME TIME

IN HIS LIFE, EVERYONE MUST DRINK HIS OWN SPECIAL CUP OF HEMLOCK, AND AS PEOPLE MUST
DO THIS, SO ALSO MUST INSTITUTIONS — COLLEGES, THIS HEMLOCK CAN BE TAKEN IN TWO WAYS:
AS A CATHARTIC, RELIEVING ONE OF A RATHER UNIVERSALLY UNSATISFACTORY WA';’ OF LIFE AN
UNCONGENIAL FRAME OF THOUGHT; OR AS A POISON, DEFINING ONESELF AND ONE"S ENDEAVORS'OUT
OF EXISTENCE WITH A SINGLE LIBATION, IN THIS LATTER CASE, THE POTION’S CATHARTIC EFFECT IS
NEGLIGIBLE: THE LIBATION, IF PROFFERED AND ACCEPTED, MERELY SIGNALS AN END, IMPLYING NO
BEGINNING, WE HAVE THE TRIAL OF SOCRATES MINUS THE ‘PHAEDO’, WE HAVE GOOD FR’IDAY, WITHOUT
EASTER SUNDAY, ¥ IT MIGHT BE REMARKED, ESPECIALLY WITH THE CHRISTIAN SEASON OF EASTER LATE
UPON US. AND WITH THE TIMELY OCCURRENCE OF THIS TRADITIONAL DAY OF TOMFOOLERY, THAT OCCA-
SIONALLY EVEN SUCH THINGS AS RELIGIOUS CONVICTIONS MUST IMBIBE OF THEIR OWN PECULIAR TOXIN O
VINTAGE.OF COURSE, THE OPTION IS ALWAYS LEFT OPEN FOR INSTITUTIONALIZED LETHARGIC BELIEF SY!
EMS TOCOMMENT THAT' THE GALL OFFERED THEM 1S BITTER. EVEN THE CRUCIFfED JESUS OF NAZARETH
DID THIS, HOWEVER, IT IS TO BE HOPED THAT SATIRE — WHETHER COUCHED IN A HEMLOCK CUP OR OF—
ERED SOPPED INTO: A SPONGE WHICH IS EXTENDED UPON A REED — IS NEVER TO BE SAVORED SOLELY FOR
ITS BITTER TASTE. SATIRE IS NOT MOCKERY, THIS IS A TRUISM WHICH OUGHT TO BE REMEMBERED, IF ANY
DEMAND FOR ¢«cONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM?’ OR ‘HONEST DIALOGUE? IS TO BE REGARDED MERELY AS A CANT
:XPRESSION, THEN IT MIGHT BE WELL TO SPILL THE POISONED CUP OF ITS HEMLOCK BEFORE EXTENDING
IT IN COMMUNION, 3 BUT, WHILE INSTITUTIONALIZED RELIGION — OR THE SUPPOSEDL Y-STIM I~
LATING INTELLECTUAL ATMOSPHERE OF A COLLEGE — MIGHT APPEAR TO GAIN FROM SPILLING T‘I'-IIS

CUP, IN SO DOING HOW MANY POTENTIAL SOCRATESES; HOW MANY NASCENT CHRISTS AND CHRISTIC
EVENTS HAVE BEEN PUT DOWN? ¥ SO IT IS, ON THIS FIRST DAY OF APRIL, IN THE YEAR OF OUR V

LORD  NINETEEN-HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SEVEN, THAT THIS QUESTION IS DRIPPED SLOWLY INTO
'HE HEMLOCK CUP, GRADUALLY FILLING IT TO THE BRIM WITH, VARIOUSLY, LYMPH, GALL,

!AND ASSORTED TOXICANTS, AND SO IT IS FOR ALL OF US TO RUMINATE UPON AS BEFITS

N THE BEGINNING were the wordless, The wordless were with nothing. They

were alone, and nothing came with or through them, The wordless were without God. fiihi?d
They were lonely men, The wordless weri not godmen, they were not good men, As llsr;t:;;ijral
; . ; : : . ; . references
lonely men will often become, they were bad, and their souls, swimming in evil, fairly i console
all citizens
drowned. of the
secular

@) . :
S“’EVIL WAS ABOUT them as a great, dark sea of fire (which is not too easy a Stat€ colege within

5 the secular
to maintain) upon which the babble arose amid the potsteam, where coffee was brewing. ciy

Souls were being cooked like catfish at Negro picnics,

L.LD MAN GOD sat somewhere far away, unabie to attend these men and their

: makes
needs, Satan was there, too (though we know not whether he was there as a worm in an .pqpy
_ allusions

apple, as a cooked fish tainted by rot and inedible, stcaming in a pot; or as a shadowy of his
: illusions

gangster, walking forward through a smo
ORE LIKELY, NCNE of this was

ke-filled meeting hall to its disputed podium,)

present in reality, It is most probably a creation

the bishop
proposes

o . that genesis
Satan, men and angels, these were not present because they had not been needed yet, In Y redrafied

of words--only of words, designed of words and so constructed, so carried-out, God and

due course they would be needed.
1C)

CRDS WCULD BE NEEDEL, hence the s

piritual diseases of men would be remedied.

Men need precepts by which they might direct their lives, upon which they can hinge

them precariously: men needed something to worry about, so they invented this nursery-

tale about personified good in Cod and personified perverse insanity in Satan,

#%All this took only one day? The Gospel According to Antichrist: Book I, Verses1-17

k.

s#All this was done the first day?®
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POST = COMMUNION = VERSE

THE GOD OF GREEKS, THE HEBREWS’ SCION
FOR WHOM THE CHRISTIANS FED TO LIONS
THEIR ONLY SONS ,.. IS HE ALIVE?
IS HE ALIVE IN THIS FABLED LAND OF YORE?
‘ IS HE ALIVE, AMID ATOMS AND ION3,
: . THIS CREATURE GOD FOR WHOM THE SCIONS
OF HEBREW KINGS AND DUNG-SMEARED SHEPHERDS
4 LEFT THEIR COURTS AND THEIR BARNYARDS
TO SING, PRAISE, AND GREET THEIR KING?
THIS MASTER MIGHT, OMNIPOTENT FOLLY,
WILL HE BE THERE STAVING VOLLEYS
COMING FROM PAGANS AGES HENCE?
SHALL HE WRITE HIS IDYLLS IN THE PRESENT TENSE?
INSTEAD OF LIES, COMPOUNDED PAST?
HOW MANY YEARS, HOW LONG LAST
THE EVIL REMNANTS OF HIS CRIME?
HOW LONG SHALL WE DRINK HIS BLOODY WINE
WITHOUT A HINT OF POWER OR GLORY?
WHEN SHALL HE BRING ANOTHER STORY
FRESH FROM HIS RUCKSACK FASTENED
UPON HIS SHOULDERS, STRIDING AMONG STARS?
WHEN SHALL WE PUT HIS PUTRID ASH IN JARS
HERMETICALLY SEALED IN TOMZS PURE GREY —
GREY AS THAT WASTED CHILDHOOD’S CHRISTMAS DAY
_ ‘WE SAT AND PASTED OUR CARDBOARD CUTOUT FAMILY
,&"9 % UPON A CRECHE NEATH THE GREENPAPER TREE?
/’>® WHEN SHALL WE FIND HIS FLESHY RELICS
TO INSCRIBE HIS GLORY IN NEW IAMBICS
NEVER BEFORE COMPREHENDED?
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AND WHEN THIS IDYLL, ENDED,
ALSO ROTS AND TURNS TO DUST,
THEN SHALL HIS BODY, OBJECT OF LUST,
BE DESECRATED BY OUR FOLLY?
CAN HE THEN ENDURE THIS NEW VOLLEY
= OF HATE AND SIN AND DEFAMATION —
S WILL HE RISE TO SAVE HIS NATION,
N \?e? HIS CHOSEN,

RO X it HIS PICKED,

%Usrq poos oW HIS .., HIS ... HIS ..,

- »}¢TO HIM BE ALL NOTHING AND NOTHING,
, ) 4 : »HTO HIM THE IMPOTENT, THE UNSIGHTLY,
(] YMTO HIM THE DUMB, CLUB-FOOTED, BLIND,
' RESTLESS STUMBLING ASSURGENCY,
@ TO US BE MERCY; ‘ x
%&WE Tm »4TO THEM BE MERCY, WHO DESIRE IT,
IN THEIR STUPIDITY; WHO SHALL HAVE IT,
@[;] ﬁ IN THEIR FUTILITY AND NAIVETE!
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ABOUT THE COVER
(Prominent on the cover of this issue are,
variously, symbols of the Christ and Anti-
christ; the ritual hemlock cup used by the

ancient Greeks; the Black Mass’ and Satan’s

‘sign of the horns;’ figures of Osiris and Isis,

the Egyptian -Syrian fertility god and goddess;

an inverted omega, symbolic transformation
of the ‘realm of Antichrist,’ which is eternal
damnation; and, for all Freudian fans, MANY
phallic symbols! The Greek transcriptions
read ‘the cup of the hemlock,’ ‘Christ,’ and
‘Socrates,’




