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polito. But = would onJ oy a letter frOm you ‘ Zhomwr

no particular use t0 you. Neodless ’oo aay, any

5 _‘ get 1t?-- in your Wpr‘, I am always at. your

As for wme trylno that 'sttory of t.he “

scenery makes a poor belt lnung. Flrs:t I would..rof--
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E got nearer the truth than some others tryug to do Wosmm’
 Take the Custer fight, for example. I persomlly knew & seout
‘left Custer's teat sbout 2 AL, if I recall ‘the hour right.?i

were drunk,ard he vag sfraid of what ac tud.llv dld ov *ura-—the

 from our own experience,as we doO.

I can learn so far-- as to look over: things for Arron Burr,

‘ 3‘75;*11 hJ.a plan to found a Beperate Western Emplro.

Bentine's command eight or ten miles away, bccs.uso all’ the offimrs

L3 >R

featherheccs Tor 1¢ vipe et yu-t of “he regipert :x.t..AnL ﬂaej dzd"'?
(Ihobons jamned ...) I published a few hundred words once Jua'o to '
getit on record for some future historian; to that offect, and
of course was roundly abused for tellimg the truth. Ona ax-arm;{
officer calmly assured me and the public in roply that Cuater neve!"
drank: and my father has drank with him hers in Donvor whon nenvel‘n____
was a camp;also I've eatten out of Reno's dinmner pe.ll whon ‘a yowg-
ster;he too was an old friend of my father*s. You know the "1egelld"
now accepted a8 "historical truth" about Custer,etc--all °f"‘hj*9h' .
is pure bunk, The army records incidently bare me out, by thowa.y. ‘
but are hidden along ago in dusty files, L
*Frontier hardships" were largely those of pover’cy,not da.nger, 4
and exist right here today the same as ever under the same. fua.ncla.ll
conditions. My brother today im Middle Park, Colorado. ag an. exarnplh
My own folks were the 8th white family in Denver, and we should know

Pike's trip was not so much to explore for the U, S.--a.s nea,r 8



hnrc. m not. so named by thL . |
Spaniah for onr two oonturiu. 'Thn:"-Grand M'
partly mpp‘d. and 80 na.mad by th. Spaailh '

nlps atzll in exutance. I understand.‘ Tho ‘buf"

oxact, as we ha.vo a copy of it here.

And I'm

“had come by river weseks before. See Pawell's woﬁka. 1

sort of personal interest im it all here; and as I hava t.wo

children are mzstaupht. For example, t}n firat roa.d a.cro"

- Kim1qr 1019104 989][0) AUSYSALIY ‘b6 <068 1- UQHOAOD) 1f2q18], JALEPE OUL  600C 998

-",";“proof Much ofthe I“lda.n troubles were formented _b e
Illl.mo

"n',.da.'s" beforo tha.t, eapeclally in Iowa.,-.
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1 have &ose personal contact a8 my grandfatbr--ori} ;
.fa.ther-- was then governmor of Iowa.. and govornor of:‘Ohi
and my mother as a little girl was frlendly !nth thc ,
Iowa when they were there--anj Black He.wk a.nd our- fn.mil;
in fact Grandfather got back his skoleton from & hami of vhi
dug it up and stole it, and returned it to his tr:.ba. ; -,h’d ; :
practically saved the Mormonm Church that first wmter aftcr S m-v_
was8 lynched,by openning Iowa to them--and I can get tho neido of
much early liormon history thereby that some others mJ.ght hmu
trouble seeing--and the lMormons were the real p;oneexq 1g,thg_, i
Rockies, not my own people into Colorado, or rather D‘ehv’e’rv.’ 1 ‘: 'f::;:
wish they were, but they are not--so be it. " flat fa,cts flrat.
personal wishes, famnily sentiuent, etc sewnd,or fourth as thn caa‘
may be, '  3
And my father was credited with "knowing more unwritten Westerl
hlatory' than any man of his time--being the p1oneer odi'oor of ‘bho .
Rocki eg-="v.R,Thomas of the Rocky Mountain News, and O C.Goodw1n ofzxfﬁﬁw
the Salt Take Tribune" as I,ve s=en it in type several timns-- f'j7f;fj;;
thege two had things in their memory from meeting mostofthn leadlngﬁffff;
men, local and travellers, of that time. And of course 1 remomger a."‘.\ R
lot of what Dad used to tell me-- in fac}{ recently at the _Co_l;orad.g_ "
Sﬂaté Unjversity I personaily filled in empty spaces in,ﬁhe.rogbj§§} :
the history department is collectiing from my own recollectionws of |
affairs on the frontier,or fram my father's recollecfion of ﬁhﬂp;
that the college had been trying a long time to discover. o
But for want of three .eals a day, and & sack of silver, that .
would hardly pay for the back to a sable auto codt. I -sup’oose'most
of this will die when I die,as much of it died with Dad. _Tlckats :;
cost coin, and hotel men don't give a whoop about hlatof\-',;_ ‘uaeted"“ '-

no doubt you have too? N SRR NIRRT
a8 no d d | With Holiday gv dtngs. -.Y,"W'ﬂ;fﬂ.’l
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